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M  ORB  AUNT. 


LETTER  I, 
Tht  Honourable  John  Mok  daunt  to  Colnmel  Soumem. 

MT  DF.AR  SOMMKRSy  VtVQ^ 

I  FQUXD  your  letter,  as  I  expected,  at  the  post-housi 
at  Bern,  from  whence  t  jproceeded  directly  to  Lausanne. 
You  will  not  be  surprised  dt  my  having  made  a  short  pil- 
grimage to  this  little  town.  You  remember  the  person 
with  whom  I  formerly,  deviated  from  the  common  track  to 
this  place.  Poor  ■  .  •  !  I  could  not  refuse  this  tribute 
to  thy  memory. 

I  wandered  yesterday  among  the  mountains  of  this 
neighbourhood,  more  ipteresting  to  me  from  the  recoUec* 
tions  they  excited,  than  even  from  the  sublime  beauties* 
they  exhibited.     It  was  late  before   I  returned.     As   I 
passed  the  stable  I  heard  Ben  singing—- 

*  Hearts  of  oak  are  our  ships, 

*  Hearts  of  oak  are  our  tnen,*  Ac. 

I  went  to  bed  thinking  of  Old  England,  and  passed  the 
night  so  agreeably  with  certain  friends  in  London,  that' 
I  was  exceedingly  vexed,  when  I  awaked  this  morning,  to 
find  myself  in  Vevay. 

If  the  pleasing  company  in  which  I  spent  the  night  bad 
not  increased  my  impatience  for  setting  out,  I  shodld  har^ 
been 'tempted  to  a  longer  stay  here,  orl  purpose  tp  wHtiesik 
the  hap^ness  of '  a  youti^  couple  who  are  to  be  married 
within  a'  f6w 'daj^s. 
'  VOL.  vw.      •'•■'       ••  '  '*'   '  •  A        *•■-:».; 
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9  MOUDAVlSts 

The  bridegroom  »  a  stout  young  man,  of  the  Pays  ie 
Valais ;  the  bride  is  niece  to  the  landlord  of  the  inn  from 
whence  I  now  write.  In  compliment,  I  suppose^  to  her 
husband,  she  has  on  this  occasion  adopted  the  dress  of  the 
Vallaisannes — Do  you  recollect  it  ?  A  short  tight  jacket, 
with,  a  }^ttiooat  of  a  difl^vent  cdoun,  a  fittle  silk  hat, 
smartly  fixed  to  one  side  of  the  head,  and  ornamented  with 
a  bunch  of  ribbons.  This  appears  rather  ridiculous  on 
some  of  the  blowzy  shepherdesses  of  the  Alps ;  but  is  be-; 
coming  on  a  handsome  well-shaped  woman,  which  this 
bride  is  to  a  remarkable  degree^  The  landlord  invited  me  to 
the  marriage-entertainment  ^  I  declined  this  with  regret  ; 
ifot  thai}  I  had  the  ka^  wish  to  mvade  the  fright  of  th^ 
bridegroom ;  for  though  I  should  have  liked  very  much 
to  be,  for  some  time  at  least,  actually  him,  I  would  npt  have 
usurped  his  pif ce,  had  it  been  in  my  power,  convinced  a* 
I  afjfi  that  t^er  heart  is  entirely  hi$.  I  bate  as.  much  to 
.ffpoil  the  baj^iness  of  others  as  I  love  to  be  happy  myself; 
Af)4  §B^^^  indications  of  felicity  |  never  saw  than  in  the 
g9untei^ances  of  this  couple :  I  do  not  believe  that  he 
^ould  exclian^  pondition^  with  any  king,  nor  she  with 
any  queen,  in  Europe ;  though  they  probably  think  that 
^nga  a^d  ^U^is^s  ^^  happier  than  all  mankind  except 
themselves* 

Being  pow  impatient  to  proceed  on  my  journey,  I  set 
put  pretty  r^idly,  but  I  had  not  got  more  than  a  couple 
of  miles  from  Vevay  when  theaxletreeof  ray  chaise  broke, 
and  with  much  difficulty  it  was  dragged  back  to  the  inn» 
where  I  must  be  detained  this  day,  and  perhaps  all  to-mor- 
row, before  ft  can  be  repaired  in  such  a  manner  a3  to  standi 
the  re^t  pf  my  journey. 

ThU  very  common  accident,  which  every  man  who  tra« 
vels  in  a  post-chaise  may  expect,  put  me  so  much  out  oi 
tapper  t^at  I  could  not  enjoy  the  company  of  the  happy 
l9Q^pl^  at  the  inn;  I  preferred  another  ramble  among  the 
mouql^ins,  yrhose  melancholy  gloom  wQuld  better  accord 
yrith  the  unsociable  humour  in  which  I  felt  myself,  I 
scrambled  half  way  up  the  hill,  which  overhangs  this  little 
town :  there  stands  the  church  in  which  the  body  of  Lud- 
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h9rw«4cppM.  HmI  Gmy  writt^D  luv  Bli«y  in  thill 
(bardi^ya24»  U  wwl4  (MpoNbly  bavi»  l^a  epriqbed  with 
wme  $lm^3m  d^lpripMye  of  the  $uUime  dbjecU  within  hif , 
ymw ;  finm  no  spot  c^ould  he.  huve  ha4  a  more  wonderful 
|HoipffCt-?-I  did  not  eqjoy  it  loog;  dark  clouds  gather^ 
in  th0  9ky>  and  obscured  the  face  of  a  aiorning  which  hi|4 
teisen  in  brightness.  This  new  inddcaity  still  more  com^ 
non  than  the  forner,  brought  back  thatilUhumour  which 
this  Taried  scenes  in  my  view  had  begun  to  dis8iiMte.-^Tht 
horiaoa  growing  darker  and.  darker,  and  the  rain  increasing 
etery  momeat,  I  perceiyed  the  necessity  of  returning  to 
the  inn-^I  thought  my^lf  the  most  unludiy  fellow  on 
eardi-^<  The  axletree  to  give  way  at  a  place  where  it 
could  xMt  be  put  to  rights  in  leas  than  two  days ;  and»  to 
crown  all,  a  confounded  rain  to  come  od  and  deprive  me 
of  the  only  resource  I  had  Idl ;  how  wiss  I  to  get  over  to^ 
morrow  !  I  should  expire  with  ennui  if  I  remained  all  day 
idt  the  inn,  and  I  should  be  drowned  if  I  went  out ;  for 
as  for  the  rain  ceanng  I  was  in  too  ill  l^ck  to  have  any 
hopes  of  thaU' 

With  such  pleasing  contemplations  I  descended  the 
hill  pretty  x^>idly ;  but  faefoM'  I  had  got  quite  to  the 
bottom  my  foot  slipped,  and,  in  the  effort  I  made  to  le»> 
oyrer  myself,  my  ancle  received  so  violent  a  twist,  that  for 
mmt  tiBse  I  was  unable  to  stand.  After  sitting  on  the 
grauad  till  I  was  completely  drenched  with  rain,  by  tfaf 
aiRBtance  of  two  peasants  who  happened  to  pass,  I  was 
aach  difficulty  brought  to  the  inn.  The  pain  was  so  is» 
cute,  when  I  put  my  foot  to  the  ground,  that  I  had  not 
the  least  doubt  but  some  bone  was  broken  ;  the  surgeon^ 
however,  assured  me  of  the  oontrary,  giving  me  to  under- 
itand  at  the  sam^  time  that  it  would  be  absolutely  neces* 
Mury  foe  me  to^t  on  a  couch,  with  my  }eg  in  a  horizontal 
pootion,  until  the  iaiAunitaatioh  ao9  swelling  are  greatly 
/dNMkl ;  and'thia  could  not  be.  expected  in  less  than  eight 
Mb^dayik 

•  .  Af  I  ha4  fitted  so  muebat  the  idea  of  staying  another 
'^  etill  tbo  axlelrfeo  ^vaa  mehded^.ycvi  toay  think  l!faat 
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tlie  surgeon's  declaration  threVme  enUrely  into  despair* 
On  the  contrary,  I  tras  so  glad  to  hear  t4iat  *no  botie  m^B 
broken,  that  the  idea  of  b^ng  fijced-  for  ten  dayg^toA 
cotidi  gaTef  me  no  uneasiness.  An  hour  before,  I  thtrfig^C 
tnysetf  extremely  •  unfortunate :  now  I  oonsklered  myself 
in  high  good  luck.  What  had  happened  to  produce  tUa 
happy  change  ?-^I  had  sprained  my  ancle,  been  soaked 
iivith  rain,  and  was  in  acute  pain.-^What  t  shall  I  Soever 
be  able  to  bear  dmall  misfortunes  -witk  equanimity  till  I 
am  threatened  with  great  ones  ?  Could  I  not  have  reimn* 
ed  my  good' humour  just  as  well  when  miy.aiide  waseaajr, 
and  in  ks  natural  state,  as  now,  wliien  it  is  sweUed,  and 
exceedingly  painful  ?«^Certainl/  I  could,  if  I  had  fdeu- 
ed.r-«*We}l^  I  am*  deternnned  to  please  in  future;.  I  am 
deternrined  to  bear-small  disappointments,  and  triffing 
cross  accidents,  with  as  much  composure  of  mind  as  I  now 
find,  by  experience,  I  can  support  misfortunes  of  greater 
magnitude.  •  Fdw.  people  profit  from  tke  experience  of 
otiiers}  I  hope,  howreveri-  toreap  some  benefit  fsommy 
own — I  shall  be  a  philosopher  at  last. 

'  In  the  midst  of  these  riieditations  on  my  couch,  I  bqgan 
to. feel  txMne  symptoms  of  my  old  distemper  <!»atft>  I 
odled  for  bobks*r^tbere  w^re  non^  to  be  bad.  In  diis  ex«> 
tr^mity  J  recollected /that  you  often  eoni|daui.of  the  bre*^ 
Tity  of  my  epistle^,  and. I  recollected  also  that  y$ur  -cnm^ 
pany,  my  dear  Sommers,  had  always  proved  ad  antMote 
against  the  distemper  abov«  ntentioned;  and  being  diaa* 
bled  from  any  ne^r  exoiirsioh  among  the  mountiunS)  I  re* 
aoLved  to  take  along^ramble  of  a. different  nature,  and  tm 
fuirry  you  iwitb'me<  • 

-  Observe  that  I/do  not  pretend  ^tQyimntafar  your  amuscv 
ment,  but  my  own :  i  have  no.  sweet  Juliet  tor  strew -iiiy 
bouch  with  roses^  as  you'had  during  great  part  of  your 
long  confinement  How  I  do  honaov  that  lovely  woman  t 
Had  she  been  maiiried  to  you -before  you  were  wounded^ 
I  should  not  have  admired  her  so  much  :  indeed  I  do  not 
{mow  wlikh  mdst  to  adinire-r^you,  for  postfKmihg'tlie 
fserembny,  aftes  obtaining,  her  long  solicited  eousent,  end 
declaring  her  free  from  all  engagement  to  you,  when  you/ 
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regiment  was'  ocdeded  iibroad ;  dr  she,  who  was'rdady  (d 
marry  aad  make  over  her  whole  fortune  to  jrou  befcH^  yo\A 
wentf  aad  at  your  return,  as  I  have  been  assured,  diHrlar^ 
ed»  <  That  she  found'  she  had  been  mistaken  in  thinkijlg 
your  eompl^ely  gmceftil  before  you  received  the  iMIi 
wound;  for  Uie  halt  which  that  ^osiotishad  rdd^^ 
you  in  her  eyes  the  most  graceful  man  in  England  w  ..- j 
Adieu  !  my  dear  colonel-—!  must  pause  here  a  little. 
Where  I  shall  carry  you  when  I  resume  the  pen  is  not 
yet  determined.    Yours  ever  most  sincerely, 

=  /o.  Moiil)Aui5*rl 


r 


LETTER  H;  t 

From  the  Same  to  the  Same*  . 

I  HAVE  often  wondered,  my  dear  Sommers,  that  the 
guardian-angels  of  man  permitted  that  yawning  fiend  jEfU 
ntft  to  crawl  into  this  fair  woiM<-*.for  pec^^le  may  iabUse 
the  world  as  they  please;  but  for  my  part,  I  find  it  a.rmry 
pleasant  world :  not  that  I  think,  with  Dr.  Pangloss,itfaaf 
diis  is  the  best  of  all  possible  worlds ;  but  I  must  ac- 
knowledge, that  I  ido  think  it  far  better,  jon  the  whxJe; 
tiian  most  qf  us  deSK've.  Some  peo^are  extremciy 
dKfficidt  to  please  in:  worlds  as  well  as  in  every  thing  else,- 
Indaed  it^  often  happens^  that  those  who  ^ow  moit  disv 
content  have  the  least  cause  to  jdo  sb.  It  would  be  dif- 
ficult to  discover,  what  right  sueh  grumbletonians  iia:vd 
to  a  better  world :  and,  in  the  opinion  *of  many,  they,  pub 
a  risk  at  the  first  remove  of  exchanging  it  for  a  worse  -  j- 
Such  people  are  pleased  with  nothing,  from  first  tolaiit; 
I  am  of  a' disposition^  as  you  know,  my  friend,  tobep4eas- 
ed  with  a  great  many  things  at  first :  the  misery  is,  diat 
fiew  of  them^  please  me  long,  and  almost  all  displease  me  at 
ki^  After  enjoyment,  they  aiie  apt  to  became  flat  and 
unprofitable :  I  sicken  at  the  Continued  repetition  ;  I  am 
aeized  with  a  malady  which  I  know  not  liuw  to  name«-a 


Digitized  by 


Google 


kIo(ji  of  bfaieping  in  the  blood,  Sir  Jolm  Fabtaff  would 
faave  called  it  a  whoreton  tingling^  Unless  it  is  fiiendriiipy 
my  ^ear  Sommen,  I  do  not  know  a  single  plie»urk  of 
irfaich  I  have  not  become  tired :  and  what  is  yetj  lamedt^ 
Able,  the  pleasatiter  a  pleasure  iS)  the  sooner  I  am  apt  ta 
tire  of  it ;  and  then  it  bebomes  a  paid,  or  wors^  thati  pain^ 
the  sofitY^  of  cTMui. 

It  Is  the  constant  rf  voIutlMt  ktale 
And  tastel^sci  of  the  tameTeppaM  jojrii 
That  paUi  and  sfUiataif 

But  I  am  very  sensible  that  the  fault  does  not  lie  in  the 
world,  but  in  myself:  for  how  many  worthy  citizens  of 
London  have  I  known,  who  live  snug  and  warm  andcomr 
fortable,  with  no  greater  vtaiety  (haii  their  oounting-houae 
affords  through  the  day ;  the  clqb,  consisting  of  the  same 
company,  and  enlivened  mth  the  same  jo^es,  every  event- 
ing ;  and  a  country*h6use,  on  the  road-side  for  weekly  ex? 
eursions  from  Saturday  till  Monday^  witli  the  same  wilb 
to  the  end  of  the  chapteh 

Whereas  all  my  enjoyments,  ev^n  those  of  the  hsgbeal 
iavour,  soon  terminate  in  insipidity,  apd  I  hav^  nO  ^retpun^ 
but  in  variety. 

Sensible,  therefiire,  of  this  capitid  fault  in  my  oonstitii^ 
tion,  I  am  determined  to  remain  for  ever  a  bachelor^  iik 
g^te  of  the  admonitions  of  myrekdons,  and  some  very 
tempting  offers  made  by  my  brother ;  for  yoU  cannot  imat 
j^ne  how  much  he  in  particular  is  set  on  my  marrying. 

But  why  should  I  render  a  woman  of  worth  and  sensit 
biHty  unhappy  ?  For,  unless  she  were  both,  I  should  ne» 
ver  think  of  her :  and  I  know  enough  of  inyself  to  be  con^s 
Tinced,  fhat,  were  she  an  angel,  I  diould  repent  my  inanr 
liage  in  a  ^onth. 

Has  it  not  be^n  always  so  with  me  ?  What  situadoh 
have  I  ever  been  in,  without  wishing  for  a  change  ?  When 
at  Eton,  yofi  remember  how  impatient  I  was  to  get  to  Oxf 
ford.  I  got  there,  and  I  thought  it  a  paradise ;  and  how 
yery  soon  after  did  I  find  it  a  purgatory. 

London  then  became  the  tf  ue  paradise^    How  exuU« 
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%^y  ^SM I  usb  ta  itm  thither ;  aiid  yoo*  mutli  itaUlect; 
that  after  paMing  two  riotous  nigbts  tba:e»  whbn  I  awak^ 
Qned  ywi  oto(i  tnordttig  at  m j  retut n,  yoa  etdaimed^ !    > 

Bttfi  Mch  a  tnia,  lb  mint)  #0  siMttMif 
9o  dun*  io  4i$d  in  1d6^,  to  woe-b^goiie,    / 
Drew  Priam*s  eurtaio  iu  the  dead  of  ni|ht. 

If  I  waa  sick  of  Oxford  eim  during  tha  time  yoa  ra«. 

■Biiaedy  I  leave  you  to  giiets  how  touch  ibot^fo  I  b^aine 

ftfWyduteftityion obtaining yoiir6rstcoinmiMioh«  Tbare» 

bcnraver^  I  n^aa  ui\der  the  necessity  of  retaaiYiing  n  ^oupla 

oC  years  loiiger*    I  sfaoukl  never  have  been  aUe  tp  make 

eat  tbe  last  had  I  tot  failed  in  love  with  Mis»  Ponrvis,  of 

that  dity^  which  renewed  itiy  taste  for  Ovid,  e^  Horace 

and  TibuUufty  and  produced  a  varilety  of  imitations  by  my 

muse,  in  praise  of  her  beauty*    What  I  pa)^tifDu|arly  adT 

mired  was  her  hair,  which  she  wore  in  great  splendour 

and  profusion ;  and  I  might  have  continued  ner  poet  and 

idmirer  longer,  h^d  hot  a  fbtiiale  cousiti  df  h<^ki,  Und  h^^ 

ttdst  confidential  friend,  assuired  nie^  that  insteifbd  bt  tweti* 

ty,  the  age  that  my  mistiness  acknowledged,  she  t^Ily  wai 

Within  a  fe^  months  of  thirty,  and  that  two  thitds  df  hef 

hair  was  fake ;  to  oinVince  me  of  which,  Oo^  ebiiiHved  td 

kMn  the  cusMdn  to  #hich  that  portion  was  attAt^bed^ 

^d  to  whisk  it  entirely  ftoni  her  heiidj,  as  if  by  Abidetlt^ 

inafitof  ^om^ihg. 

The  *9^  of  this  lock  had  vi^ry  ilMrly  tm  the  mOi* 
eioitt  ooUsin  dear,  fok*  iAf  ifaistress^s  n^ls  wer^  iis  pid^Hsing 
Bii  her  eyes ;  but  the  incident  cured  nte  of  my  pas^ibd;  I 
threw  my  sontietii  toXydia  inihe  fire,  ati4  l^  the  iiilt^ 
lenity  the  treek  following.  A^0t  leavipg  Oxford,  I  liVed 
jshove  a  year  with  my  brother,  partly  in  town,  '|)drtiy  ih 
Uie  ooi^itry.  The  town  was  rem^j^ably  diilL  t  don't 
ranember  that  I  ever  had  sp  strong  a  ph>peh8ity  t6  yawnf 
^during  ibe  course  of  thi^  wintjsr,  p$rtipularty  when  f 
WiettC'to  a  liew  comedy  ;  for  I  bave  no  rdish  for  st^gc^trick^ 
hj  uhj  ictor  but  {Iarle(j[uin.  I  tnust  )scknow)edgfe,  %ow. 
^v^,  that,  during  the  very  dulljist  paii  df  the  seiisofa,  W^ 
iireJhe  relieved  by  the  Uughter  excited  byone  Vagedy. 

In  the  cqthitry,  I  became  scrfond  of  ^tooting  and  hant;> 
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mgitifak^  itorspte  f^  Ul.inyi|unt\expeHeiice^  lU^Mght  X 
Bei^ershould  ticeof  them.   .When  I  began  to  be  cbiitia-* 
ced  -ef  my.iDistake^  I  waainfcH?med  that  you  bad  obtained 
leave  of  absence,  and  that  y^u  would  accompany  me  to 
the  continent  <  I  can  never  forget  the  joy  I  felt  on  that 
information .-^'li'he  grand  tour  f    Grdcious  hdaven,  what 
happiness  di^  my  imagination  anticipate  I     With  what 
impatiefnce  roil^  we  on  to  Dover  1    How  nauieated  'we  tbe 
cross  winds*  that  prolonged  our  passage  to  Calais!  Hovr- 
cursed  the  tall,  lumbering  postillions,  stumbling  bidets,  • 
broken  roads,  and  breaking  tackle,  tha€  retarded  <>ur  vt^ 
rival  at  Paris.  -  We  arrived  at  last -—and,  for  a  Itager  tinoe 
than  usual,  the  hours  danced  along  more  giuly  thmi  ever  f  . 
for  it  must  be  confessed,  that,  before  the  revolution,  Pari*, 
was  a  toleliibly'amiising  place. 

In  Pol]jr*f  cup  still  laughs  the  bul^ble  joj* 

But  when  the  cup  is  filled  too  often,  the  aparkli^gson  the 
surface  become  fewer,  and. but  a  poor  compensation  foi? 
tbe  nausep^S  dfegs  at  the  bottom.  Besides^  we  cQu]drnQ^ 
always  |*en)9in  in  France^t  was  absolutely  nece^siiry  tj)Aj^ 
we  should  proceed  to  Italy,  !  Away  we  weiit.  j'We  tta-' 
versed  the  Alps  i)a ,  very  good  sj^its :  we  had  esSbrta.  |a 
inake,  diffiouUies  to  ov^r^ome,  and.  were  in  esqiectation  oC 
much  enjoyment.  Our  hopes  were  not  a  little  .dampe4« 
however,,  by  the  unifori]wty  and  etiquette.^  of  "IjMrin.  I 
felt  my  old  disease  coming  fast  upon  me,  which,  obliged 
9s  to  quit  that  ^  place  a  fortnight  sooner  than  we  had  pre* 
vipusly  resolved,  on  ;  indeed  th^re  was  no  possibility  of  re-r 
mainipg  afteirl  had  been  detected  in  the  act^of  yawning 
in  theroyajL presence.  :•  .'      . 

•  All  tjie  jieculiap  ciyoy^jepts,  of  Italy,  were  s^tjlU  befera 
vs.;  the^usic,  the  paintings,  the  sculpture,  t^^ai^tiqiiitifs* 
I  fondly  flattered  myself  tb^t  I  should  £nd  §ucb  de]igb)( 
in  somq,  iOr  in  all  of  these,; fas  would  entirely  cure  rU^e  qf 
yawBing..;,and.I  had  the  satisfaction  of  knowing,  that  what« 
ever  prppensity  I  might  retain  for  that  offensive  habit,  I 
could  be  in  a^o  danger  of  relapsing  into  it  in  the  presence 
q{  Id  frowned  h^d  HUtil  we  arriyed  at  Naples*^    As  I  Qon« 
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leni^iitfd  lte'^ii^ng»to£jlbe.gDQalihtwte^^  real  uk 
tnirttiony.I  be^a.to  imagine  &h«t  I  W9s  sonewliat  of  a 
5«dge  of  tfaat^^onfaio^/'art;  biittaftermy  rcsHum.to'Eog^ 
Jand^  baviiif^dnipnMlently  avowed  a^ooaisi^tvbie'dqgKfc 
of  adndlraikln  for  the  i^oj^cs.  of  cei^taini  artists  of  titat  cooa- 
4xj  aieoy-md  what^ras  sttU  more  ]^rovokiti^^.tof  soiiie  who 
are  still  alive,  lifotod  that  toy  jttdgment  wa&  i)didin  oon^ 
iemptf  by.«!mnoia8ei«fs:  this  ^iv^s  increased,  no  doubt^  by 
my  having  been. eeized  with  my  old. habit  otyavrinagy  oti 
one  or  .tmo  occasions^  when  some  of  those  ^eiUkmen!  were 
expatiating  on  thesubjeot  of.pahatiBg* 

The  inimitable  specimens  of  sculpture,  of  which  Italy 
oould  at  that  time  lx)ast,.a£Mcded  me  very  great  delight ; 
though  I  could  not  disclare  as  I  hav^  heard  some  do,  that 
*  I  never  could  tire  of  contemplating  them ;  and  that  the 
oftener  I  visited,  tbem^  the  more  plea^lire  I  received.' 
Such  people  have  greatly  the  advantage  of  me :  unfortu- 
natelyi  the  repetition  of  my  visits  diminished  my  enjoy- 
ment very  sensibly  ;  and  had  I'continued  thiem  much  long. 
er,  there  iepeai^  tb  fear  thstt  I  .should  have  betrayed 
the  same  «ym^oii  of  ennui  itf  the  presence  of  the  Apollo  of 
•Belvidere'whkhd  had  unfortunately  exhibited  in  that  of 
jbis  Sardinian' majesty* 

I  faardfy  think  it  possible  for  any  mortal  to  contemplate 
the  JBublime  obj^e^  b(  n^itur^,  or  the  beauties  of  variegated 
landaeape,  with  more  admiration  and  delight  than  I  have 
done :  yet  the  Alps,  and  th^  Vale  of  Arno,  becaftie,  before 
I  left  them,  Highgnte-hill  and  Tumham-gr^en  to  me. 

I  have  also  received  much  pleasure  from  readipg  ma^.. 
terly  and  elegant  descriptions  of  picturesque  countries ; 
but  when  rei^^ated  too  often  in  the  same  book,  the  frown* 
Sng  moutitaiil,  the  terrific  fock,  the  deep  shade  pf^the 
woods,  the  bright  veWure  of  the  m^ads,  the  headlong 
torrent,  the  meandering  river.,  the  blush  of  morn,  glow  of 
noon,  and  purple  tint  of  evening,  the  bright  stars,  twinkling 
through  luxuriant  branches,  the  pt^Ie  face  of  the  moon^ 
and  all  the  glory  of  the  great  sun  itself,  beqome  tiresome* 
The  pleasing  enthusiasm  inspired  by  4  sight  of  the  re-> 
ipaios  of  antiquity,  and  th#t  mpst  interesting  par(  of  the 
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^eeneij  6f  Itafy  iiiikh  imab  to  the  iMiixn^ 
actions  of  thoie  pseU,  pbilotophera,  wd  heioefl,  we  httve 
always  admired,  ims  what  lasted  the  loiifest :  but  so  un- 
imppHy  fleeting  is  eveiry  sowce  of  eajoymest  with  me^ 
4liat  eten  this  ftiled  at  Jast ;  and,  before  we  left  Boaae,  I 
ascended  from  the  old  Forum  ^  the  Capiiol  with  as  Utd^ 
emotion  as  I  ever  walked  up  Lud^gateJiilL 

The  post  is  just  going  to  set  but  £rom » Vevay.  I  cloe^ 
this  packet,  therefore,  and  seiid  it  to  you ;  directly  after 
which  I  shall  commetioe  another ;  for  (prispare  yourself  for 
a  great  oompBment)  what  els^dm  I  do  ?    Yours, 

^o%  HOBS^AXmX. 


LETTEE  IIL 
Frcm  the  Sana  U  tie  Same. 

DSAE  SOMMSBS,  Vevo^ 

.1  c6ncluj>£j»  my  last  with  an  honest  confession,  that  I 
wrote  because,  in  my  present  circumstances,,  it  is  my  oply 
resource  againpl  eaaat.  I  will  not  be  honest  by  halves^ 
My  reason  for  addressing  my  letters  to  you  is  just  as  seU 
fish.  To  whom  else  could  I  write  with  that  freedottb 
which  alone  can  make  writiqg  Agreeable  ?  To  what  other 
person  could  I  pour  out  my  thoughts  as  tbey  occur,  withr 
out  selecting  words  or  arranging  phrases?  For  were  I 
obliged  to  take  that  trouble,  I  well  know«r- 

That  in  Ui«  miiclst  of  hi^mt  and  bawf » 
And  fi^UU  uiterveDing  pause,  ^ 

the  foul  fiend  above  mentioned  would  be  ready  to  take 
bold  of  me»  aod  put  an  end  to  my  scribbling  at  once. 

I  was  preparing  to  leave  Italy  with  as  much  impatience, 
as  I  had  entered  it,  when  the  arrival  of  the  comtesuna 
from  Madrid  presented  to  my  eyes  a  new  object  of  a4n4f^ 
*ti.pn. 

Vrit  grata  prpterrit^f , 

Et  Tultiis  nimium  lubrieut  sipijcj^ 
In  me  tota  ruens  Venus 

Cypram  deseruit 

'  i-       ■  •  Congrere. 
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i»«aid  hf  her  ttean^,  I  wAkMik  afbetatloB  fcr  cle^ 
fgtMce,  ooquitry  ftap  mgvdf^  ud  n^niNiid  piation  for  rtti 
loire.  So  coqaipbrtdy  was  I  intcMueitMl,  that  I  was  on  tht 
|iditir(rftiD<l|iig  nrfteif  u>  Iwr  for  fife.  Xd  you,  my  dbar 
Sommen,  I  o#e»  and  I  tfball  nerer  forget  the  obiigatkiiH 
tlNit  I  Ma^  the  vmoM  of  diat  woman)  the  atfocity  of 
whoae  xnipd  became  afterwards  more  manifest  at  ViewM^ 
There  I  formed  the  resolution,  to  which  I  shall  adhbre 
^mxMft  flriftiyy  m^^tr  to  imny.  I  have  be^n  whAt  is  caHed 
in  iovt  twbdty  tiMSs  sinoe^  and  am  now  aure  of  myself. 

Germtttiy  was  ^  mw  SGmie<t^the  0erm«n  amies  afnesk 
i[Jbgest  of  0»hfteniplatioa,  I  was  eager  to  be  a  witness  of 
the  wonderful  precHsjion  to  which  military  manisuvres  h%v$ 
fae^ii  iMought  in  that  eomitry, 

Soon  fifyer  I  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  you,  the  duties 
t^  your  profession  isaiiitig  ybu  home ;  I  regretted  this  the 
inore,  because,  had  yon  remained,  I  should  have  profited 
by  your  b[Mnion  on  a  stalgect  whii^  you  ha?e  studied  with 
peeuli^  fttt^ntioq. 

•  I{ftTii%  formed  an  a0|uainti|iic»,  however,  with  oflSceift 
in  the  service  of  most  of  the  sovereign  princes  in  Qter^ 
many,  I  had  opportunities  of  examining,  ptfetty  minutely, 
Ibe  grand  military  ampbine,  supposed  tp  be  brought  to 
Midi  pe)rfeotion  in  ibat  isountry. 

The  gt«at;  end  a<id  object  of  every  government  ouj^bt 
fD  be  th|&  happiness  of  the  governed.  We  oonc^ive  thj^ 
sSljfkUkHi  df  happiness  to  be  the  grand  purpose  eten  of 
gnreation*  When  the  avowed  object  is  the  promotion  of 
^nehd  happiness  in  every  government  and  instttutibn, 
indl^iddal  happitfess  ought  to  have  a  proper  weight  I 
question  Inueh  if>thitf  iis  the  case  in  the  system  of  military 
dlisciplilie,  particukrly  in  Qermany, 

The  exhibition  at  a  mview  is  briUiant  to  the  eye )  but 
$ix^  investigation  of  the  springs  on  which  its  movements  '. 
depend  is  most  afbcting  to  the  heart  The  number  of 
bbws  to  which  a  recruit  in  the  German  service  is  subject- 
ifid  is  Hot  to  b^  counted ;  and  the  various  severities  he 
must  endure,  before  he  can  be  brought  to  hold  himself  as 
erect  ^b  ^.  pike,  to  w^eel  to  die  right  and  left  with  the  a? 
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II  JceBiuiiirT* 

9lkjf!>of  a  Iutt]a({i«n«  tofbcsr  restrabtiwtA  the  patiniceof 
a  branin,  and  to  Iosb  his  firelock  wkb  the  daimty  oi,  a 
juggler^  are  iaGODCcivaUe.t  .   /   . 

*  Poor  fellows/  sttd  X  one  day  to  aa  0$cer  wit^.wbMt 
I  Gcmversed,  *  how  unhappy  ia  their,  eoadkioil/.  . 

<  NO)^  said  tbeofficer^  *  youare  nastakea ;  it  ie  Mt  ud«> 

fceppy.*  ' 

•.  *  No  r  acclaimed  L 

.    *  NcHt  at  all/  aoswecied  he ;  <  by  no  manner  of  metkn$J 

<  Why».howjQQtoy  Uaws  of  a  can&nayan  offieer  onder 
tjie>corporai  to  give  a. 'soldier  fer.a  Saifnii,  in  the  eaerciBe  ?* 

*  Six,',  said  he.; .  ^he  muit  not. exceed  aix  Sot  oneihhxtky 
der/      .       ..      .•«,'.  ••../•- 

*  But  a  man  may  make,  several  blunders  in  on^  Mdr 
day/s^d  L      •  .      .  .  ;^ 

<  If.  he  were  to  make  twenty/  replied  the  officer^  /  h^ 
would  receive .oi^ly  six  blows  ibr.  each*^ 

:    < .  How  often  are  the  soldiers  upon  duty  ?^  said  I,       ^  { 
They  are  very  seldom  off  duty/  answered  he ;  *  but  they 
mount  guard  only  twice  or  thrioe  a  week  in  the  time  dT 
peace/ 

*  How  do  they  employ  the  rest  of  their  time  V': 

-  <  O,  they  are  never  at  a  loss  &r  the  employment  of 
their  time;  they  have  their. firelock  tofurbish^  their  ac- 
ooutren^ents  to  clean,  and  they  must  appear  at  the  roll- 
calliQg  nighl;  and  morning*  These  different  etnploymenta 
fill  up  most  of  thesr  spare  time,  and  prevent  them  froai 
landing  their  pay: in  gluttony  and  debaudbery/   >■  '.     j 

<  They  must  repipe  sadly  at  so  much  ccmstraint  T 

,  <  Quite  the  contrary/ .  replied  he ;  ^  they  must  .never 
repine  :  they  would  be  punished  if  they. attempted  to  ret- 
pine — ^besides,  they  know  that  their  condition  is  never  to 
be  altered,  whioh  saves  them  from  repining.^ 

^  Why  this  is  as  great  a  slavery  $i$  that  of  thp  n/^roes 
in  our  colgnies,  in  .my  o^nnion  V  eHoUmed  I.     .      .       . 

<  So  it  is  in  mipe/  said  the  oQic^r, 

*,  I  thpught,  you  had  den^d  that  th^  soldierp  were  .19 
davcry  ?'  resumed  I^ 

*  Never/  answered  he  i  <  I  never  could  deny  what  ia 
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moniSBSt.  I  denied  lliat  they  were  unlmf^py,  indeed, 
wlmb  w  a  very  cKfeKfit  thing.' 

NotmthstandiAg  the  di»ttncdon  made  by  this  officer 
between  duvery'aild  unhappiDess,  I  hope  our  douiitry^-. 
wueOf  my  dear  Scnmners,  will  always  consider  them  lis  sy« 
Maymous. 

When  we  consider  the  object  obtahied  by  all  thid  can-^ 
log  and  revolting  ^verity,  it  seems  most  surprising  that 
it  should  be  continued:  all  that  It  produces  is  a  greater 
degree  of  qnielcness  in  the  manual  exercise  than  would 
take  place  without  it;     Soldiers  are  punished  an  hundred 
times  on  account  of  some  involuntary  slip  of  tbeir  fin-* 
gers  for  once,  on  adcount  of  disobedience  to  officers,  or  ne* 
l^t  of  any  essential  article  of  duty.     That  soldiers 
sboiild  be  taught  to  handle  their  arms  with  dexterity,  to 
wheel,  to  march,  and  preserve  order  in  their  ranks ;  and, 
above  all,  that  they  shduld  be  dbedient  and  attentive,  is 
absolutely  necessary  j  but  that*  tb^y  should  perform  cer- 
tain motions  half  a  second  sooner  or  later  is  of  no  import- 
ance.    That  all  the  essential  parts  of  military  discipline 
are  to  be  obtained  without  German  severity  is  proved  by 
the  armies  of  other  nations ;  by  the  respectable  appear- 
ance at  present  made  by  the  n^ilitia  and  fencibie  regi- 
ments of  Great  Britain;  and  would,  I  am  persuaded,  be 
rendert^  still  more  manifest,  if  volunteer  corps  were  per- 
mitted to  arm,  wiiieh  probably  will  be  thought  necessary, 
-in  case '  tbe '  Prfeneh  nject  every  finr  c^r  df  peace,  and 
jeontinae  to  thrtfatf^':hyvasion.     The  permismon  of  socK 
corps  would,  in  my  opinion,  have  the  very  best  ^ects  t 
it  woikld  quiet  every  appr^enmon  inspecting  public  liber- 
ty;  fbr  wiiat  govi^mment  wonld  put  arms  in  th«  hands 
of  those  it  meant' to  enslave?     It  would  put  an  end  to  aA 
dread  of  invadicto"^  ^br/^^onthe  almost  incredible  supposi- 
tion that  M^OOt^f^nch' sti^tlid'ekide  the  vigilance  of  tte 
British  navy,  and  ]and<^fi«{  Bngland,  what  could  they  do 
-i^lmt  three  ^i^ii|HDr'htlindf^  thousand  armed  Britchs  ? 
-If  it  can  be  snppcJwd  <fcfeit  the  French  could  be  victorious 
•ovkfir'  troek  a^  fbiwe^  H  nrnisi  at  the  same  time  be  aclmoiK^ 
ted^that^theydesferifc  tfieislnndi    ^  '    '    ^ 
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Il  it  very  |)M¥itlei  my  4Mr  ookneU  tbtt^  itsa.milihn^ 
man,  jou  may  despise  xny  id^aa  rafpatiting  ditmidine,  and 
be  sofprisa^  that  I  sboiiki  bara  written  a  Km  euthaaub* 
jaat :  be  pleased  boirever  to  iwoUeolt  tbaC  in  yoor  laia 
lalUeniy  wHle  you  ounf^p  of  thebcarity  of  nnne^ywi 
add,  that  you  excuse  me  from  oommuoieating  aewa,  and 
daiira  tbajt  I  may  cboosa  what  sotjeat  I  please,  and  send 
joQ  my  sentiments  juat  as  they  occur  What  straek  vf^ 
iBost  while  I  was  in  Grermany,  and  what  pethqps  is  th# 
most  distinguishing  feature  in  the  national  character,  ia  the 
fnilitary  discipline;  and  therefore  I  could  not  help  spying 
aometbing  on  that  subject;  though  I  waa  so  mucb  slmdc- 
ed  with  some  parts  of  it,  that,  after  a  tour  into  Hnngaiy^ 
I  returned  U>  Paris  at  the  beginning  of  August  170S,  and 
was  witnesa  to  scenes  of  such  dreadfiil  atrocity  as  asigbt 
}mve  made  the  most  humanje  mind  regret  the  want  of 
iPerman  discipline  in  iu  utmM^st  severity.  Of  these  I  sbaH 
aay  something  in  my  u^xU    Adieu  I 

JO.  M0BSAVKT«» 


LETTER  IV. 

T^e  Same  to  the  Same. 

^  jT on  have  often  hinted  a  desire  of  some  detail  of  the  oo* 
«urr«ices  at  Paris  while  I  waa  thera.last ;  I  aa  often  da- 
lennined  to  indulge  you,  aaoording  to  the  terms  of  your 
^fquest,  a$  8wm  as  /  shiouli  kopfi  tosarr,  which  hovefver  I 
was  oontinced  would  never  happen  tilt  we  should  meet. 
.Kpw  I  have  leisure  with  a  Tcngeanoe :  indeed  I:  have 
ihardly  any  thing  dse  but  lei$ure»  and  can  do  notlnng  «lse 
J>ut  write.  The  subject,  howeaer^  \$  not  agreeable  ;  yet, 
.a$  you  have  chosen  it,  yoMi^ballbava  what  recollectioaB 
(inay  diance  to  flow  fttm  my  p#ni  :  . 
V  I  am  entirely  of  the  dpiniQii  yonaic^reai  in  the  hmiiktr 
Mr  I  received  frtm  ypu,  Ihaib  ^  the  massacre  of  the  Pr#* 
MeMants  in  the  year  161ft  waafn^it  mora  iafaiiQus  ^lan 
that  of  the  prisoners  in  lT9Jii^    Uofh  proceednd  fitw'tha 
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umoMnw* '  If: 

pmfoisiim^  iridi;0diieftof  «ftv,  $xiA  mA  Ae^iifd  fury 
of  the  mcdtitade,  as  th^  flkvamn  at  the  kiltei^pr0leQMk 
Ijt  may  wiA  as  mttch  >iiili<m  b0  asasrted^  that  ibct  ioliabiu 
tti8<tf  Paris  fO«e  and  mniknA  tbair  f<^UoYrH»tiseos  ia 
tluB  Bighl  of  Sl  )Bartbelami»  without  the  knpwWdge  of  Clu 
tharine  and  Charles,  as  that  they  sbii^teced  the  peisoBerft 
in  Septemliqr  without  the  histi|pitioa  of  Rpbespierve>  Dan* 
tpQ,  and  Marat  The  pretence  for  the  one  was  rdligiQiift 
for  the  other  liberty :  the  spirit  of  religion  cortaioly 
prompted  the  ope  transactbn  just  as  much  as  that  of  1h 
berty,  did  the  other*  Nothing  can  be  a  stronger  proof 
of  the  intrinsic  value  of  real  religion  and  true  liberty^  thais 
that  both  have  ba^n  cherished  in  all  agfSSs  by  the  worthi^ 
est  part  of  mankind,  in  sjute  of  all  the  dreadful  ^qi^  fo^ 
irhicb  they  have  both  l|een  made  pretexti* 

I  happened  to  be  in  the  Hue  St  .Honore  when  the 
bead  of  the  prbcess  Lambslle  was  carried  to  the  Palais 
Boyal«-^I  shall  never  forget  the  countenance. of  the  wretch 
who  carried  the  pike.  Some  of  our  cpuntrymen  dine4 
with  the  duke  of  Qrleauft  that  very  day :  one  of  them  told 
me  the  same  evening  that  he  stood  with  him  at  the  wini 
4ow  when  it  passed ;  tfie  du)i^  saidt  *  C^^t  la  xt\e  do 
madame  de  LAmballe-^-Je  Ifi  reconnois  par  ea  cheve* 
lure.' 

AU  present  were  shocked  at  this  horrid  procession :  M^^ 
4ime  Buffon  turned  quite  pal^,  and  seemed  to  be  pcci^pied 
with  melancholy  reflections  as  long  as  the  company  smid» 
It  has  often  been  asserted  tl^af  the  duke  cpptrivfd  the 
murd^  of  the  princess  fn>m  avaricious  motivef* 

Pfom  the  idea  I  formed  of  bis  character  during  my 
short  acquaintai^ce,  and  froipa  the  acooupt  I  h^ve  reo^iv^ 
from  some  who  wi^e  iif  th^  habit  pf  intimi|ey  wjtb  him,  I 
believe  this  is  without  foundation*  His  mind  was.mOre 
iiivobus  tl|an  atrqcivus :  though  incapable  of  elevation  or 
any  great  virti^oiif  exertion,  it  seemed  also  inqiipfble  of 
pbtliiig ^ def^x^  such  enorf^piis  wiekedqe^.  He gam« 
ed  nvTO  ^pm.  habit  than  avarice :  ap4  i^twiths^ndiog 
t^t  the  alt^tioq^  q^de  \n  the  Pfilfus  Bpyjpl  ifeiie  j^ne-> 
rally  ifnputifd  to  h'^  infstia^le  pQvetpufUjBss^  I  have  b^eiv 
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HeHsut^V b/'^h^^ ^^  ^^ opjkirtuiiitiefl  f>f  kniming the 
WiHK  ttmt  he  #as'D»kh  •dtffiisaUy  led  into  thdt  measure  by 
theinipbrttmicy  of  those  wtio  had  expefdations  of  gain  1^ 
k.  The  criilies,  a$  well  as  th^ClHies'of  hi^  life,  proeeckt* 
ed  from  the  suggestion  or  impulse  of  others,  rather  than 
his  e^vm- natural  di^pd^ition, 

Hiis  education  had  been  entirely  negted:ed.  What  know- 
ledge he  possessed  was  caught  in  conversation ;  yet  such 
was  his  natural  quickness,  that  he  often  displayed  an  a- 
cuteness  of  observation,  and  apleasantryih  recounting,  that 
approached  to  wit.  On  this  account  he  was  tdd  by  his: 
flatterers,  that  he  resembled  in  character  his  ancestor  the 
Regent,  who,  with  all  his  profligacy,  was  indisputably  a 
ibanofwitl 

In  like  manner  all  the  kings  of  France  whb'have  showif 
frreat  fondness  for  women  have  been  compared  to  Henry 
IV ;  and  all  their  ministers,  of  whatever  character,  to  the 
duke  of  Sully,  and  were  never  told  that  they  had  lost  the 
ifesemUanee  until  they  lost  the  royal  favour.'  • 

Though  the  duke  of  Orleans  talked  with  plausibility^ 
he  had  no  fixed  opinions  ;  iso  that,  after  supporting  a  par- 
ticular argument  one  day,  it  was  not  unusual  to  hear  him 
speak  next  day.  in  the  opposite  sense  with  equal  plausibt. 
lity.  He  never  had  the  least  taste  for  reading  of  any' 
lifid ;  the  most  amusing  or  interesting  narrative  could  not 
allure  him  to  take  that  trouble.  Though  he  passed  his' 
Kfe  ip  debauchery,  he  had  not  patience  to  peruse  even  those 
Keentious  books  where  such  scenes  are  described.  An 
intimate  companion  of  his  assured  me,  that  happening  to 
matce  mention  of  the  Liaisons  Dangtrdises  it  appeared  that 
the  duke  never'  had  read'  ttj  though  written  by'  his 
fkvourite  La  Clos,  and  descriptive  of  scenes  highly  to  his 
fancy.  .'  '    '  ' 

He  was  as  devoid  of  ambition  as  of  a  taste  for  fetters/ 
but  was: seduced  into  politicaHntrigi^e  by  the^imbition'oif 
Mirabeau  and  La  Clos;  and  falling  afterwai*d*  into  the  go-.' 
Vemment  of  men  of  more  atrocious* 'ch«racters„'he  was* 
driven  to  iheasii^es  of  cruelty  by  terror;  'Thfe'shocWng: 
vote-be  gave  in  the  convention  was  not  prompted  by.re- 
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Venge,  or  a  wbh  to  take  fway  the  king>  life,  biif  merely 
to  save  his  owfi ;  which,  however,  it  did  not  save ;  for  he 
was  afterwards  dragged  to  the  guillotine  by  the  vei^ 
monsters  who  had  forced  him  to  vote  for  the  death  of  the 

What  may  be  thought  the  most  singular  part  of  hit 
story  is,  that  he  died  with  a  degree  of  firmness  far  superior 
to  what  he  had  ever  displayed  in  the  course  of  his  life/ 
Those  who  conducted  him  to  execution  made  the  cart  stop 
before  the  gate  of  his  own  palace,  the  scene  of  his  former 
magnificence  and  pleasure.  This  was  done,  no  doubt^ 
from  a  refinement  in  croelty^  that  his  anguish  might  be 
rendered  more  acute  by  the  recollection  of  what  he  was 
going  to  be  deprived  of  for  ever.  He  did  not  affect  to  turn 
his  eyes  away,  but  lookedi  up  to  it  without  any  symptom  o^ 
sorrow  or  emotion;  he  seemed  no  way  affected  by  the 
shouts  and  insults  of  the  most  brutal  of  all  mobs ;  he  re^ 
tained  the  same  air  of  indifference  the  whole  way  to  the 
place  of  execution^  and  submitted  to  the  executioner  with- 
out a  complaint  or  a  sigh/ 

The  diAe  of  Orleans  well  deserved  his  fate,  on  account 
of  his  crimes  against  his  sovereign  and  bis  country,  but 
;not  from  tlie  men  who  had  driven  him  to  those  crimes,  and 
whose  power  was  in  a  great,  measure  the  purchase  of  his 
money.  The  justice  which  was  that  day  executed  on  him 
was,  in  those  who  brought  faimf  to  the  scaffold,  the  height 
of  injustice  and  villany. 

From  the  moment  I  seized  the  pen/  my  dear  Sommerd^ 
I  determined  to  allow  my  fancy  to  range  where  it  pleased 
without  method  or  controul. 

WCen  I  began  this  letter  1  thought  no  mote  of  the 
duke  of  Orleans  than  of  Sardanapalus.  You  may  think 
1  have  dwelt  too  long  on  a  character  so  worthless  :  though 
worthless,  however,  there  are  traits  of  striking  peculiarity 
in  it4  Whatever  relates  to  hum^n  nature,  and  tends  to 
t^velope  character,'  is  interesting  to  me  :  besides,  when  a 
man  of  great  ambition,  wickedness,  and  strength  of  mind; 
perpetrates  crimes  of  the  deepest  dye  to  attain  his  objects,^ 
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k  is  no  ktiord  thaft  what  might  be  expected ;  but  it  takf 
lead  to  more  useful  I'eflections,  to  shevv  that  ttieii  of  frivo** 
lous  chat* acters,  devoid  of  atnbitioti  ot  atly  great  ^tifchdlu^ 
16  evil,  may  be  gradually  led,  fi-om  want  of  thought  ahd 
easiness  of  temper,  from  one  step  to  another,  until  they 
lattice  at  the  summit  of  wickedness.  I  thibk  I  have  heard 
iotofe  persoils  express  surprise  and  horror  at  the  guilt  of 
tbe  duke  of  Orleans,  whose  character  essentially  resem*- 
U^d  his,  and  who,  in  similar  situations,  would  have  acted  as 
he  did  in  all  respects,  eitcept  in  the  firmness  with  which 
fie  met  death :  that  indeed  forms  such  a  contrast  witfa  the 
r^st  of  his  own  character  as  is  not  easy  to  account  for. 

fiis  fate  might  however  have  been  .foreseen  from  the 
time  that  the  name  of  Egaliti  Was  imposed  upon  him^  E<- 
galile  was  the  cry  of  the  populace  wheti  I  was  at  Paris ; 
and  dreadful  were  the  effects  which  'that  misconceived 
lerm  had  on  the  tninds  of  the  multitude.  In  vain  did 
Vergniaud,  by  far  thfe  most  eloquent  man  in  the  national 
assembly,  explain  its  ttue  import,  and  warn  them  of  the 
horrid  consequence  of  taking  it  in  the  sense  in  which  Ma^ 
rat  wished  it  to  be  understood ;  •  Un  tyran  de  rantiquite,' 
exclaimed  Vergniaud,  *  avait  un  lit  de  .fer,  sur  lequel  il 
faisait  etendre  ses  victimes,  mutilant  selles  qui  ^taientplus 
grandes  que  le  lit,  disloq^ant  celles  q^ui  I'^taient  moiens 
pour  leur  faire  atteindre  le  niveau.  Ce  tyran  aimait  Te- 
galitCj  et  voili  celle  des  tyratis  qui  tious  dechirent  par 
leurfureurs. 

'  •  L'*egalitc  pour  Thomme  social  h^est  que  celle  des  droits : 
felle  n'est  pas  plus  celle  de*  fortunes,  que  celle  des  tailles, 
celle  des  forces,  de  Tesprit,  de  I'activitc^  de  Tindustrie,  et 
'du  travail.*^  * 

*  A  tyrant  of  antiquity  ordered-men  to  be  laid-uponajbed  of  iron ;  stretch, 
ing  those  who  were  shorter  to  the  fuU  length  of  tbe  bed,  and  amputat- 
ing the  legu  of  those  who  weire  too  tall ;  so  that  all  were  brought  to  equa- 
lity, aad  thrust  into  the  bed^  This  tyrant  was  fondt^f  equality :  and  soA 
b  the  equalitjr  which  the  tyrants  who  now  tortikre  us  with  their  mad  de^ 
creeii  would  subject  us  to. 

There  can  be  no  other  kind  of  equality  for  men  in  society  but  that  of 
tighu  f  there  can  ho  more  be  an  equality  of  fb^tune*  than  there  is  of  st» 
tvrei  of  strength,  of  understanding,  of  activity  or  industry. . . 
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Though  neither  Robespierre  himseliv  t^olr  ^he  ttibst  out* 
higeous  mouhtaineer  of  his  factroh,  ever  publicly  disputed 
this  kind  of  etpllanation  ;  yet  what  the  lower  orders  of  i^' 
ciety  tneant,  when  they  roarfed  for  equaKty;  certaittly 
was  that  they  should  bfe  ^ut  on  a  footing  with  the  rirfi, 
not  that  th6  poofest  should  be  put  on  a  letel  with  theni. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  re^olutiofi,  when  men  tit' 
Candour  in  every  country  of  Europe  wished  well  to'it,  be- 
cause they  thought  it  Would  eohflnfe  the  power  of  the  iAo-: 
tiarcb  within  jiist  limits,  and  might  favour  the  tause  of  ra- 
tional  freedom  alt  over  thfe'  world,  cettain  individuals,  of 
the  highest  orders  in  Prance,  gave  proofi  of  their  disin- 
terestedness by  the  sacrifices  they  made  with  a  view  to  the 
general  good,  which  those  of  the  middle  or  inferior  orders, 
#ith  all  their  patriotic  declamations,  could  not  db.-^By 
the  middle  order  I  do  not  mean  the  Robespierres,  the  Ma* 
rats,  the  Dantons,  the  La  Croix,  thfe  Couthotis,  6r  an^^  of 
that  horrid  gang,  who  seem  to  have  been  solely  pronipted 
by  the  spirits  of  ambition,  rapacity,  and  vengeance;  But 
1  do  mean  the  party  of  the  Gfirohde,  which  is  generally 
allowed  to  have  be^n  the  nlost  enlightened,  the  most  mo- 
derate, and  the  best  intentioned :  few  of  them  hkd  aily  sa- 
crifice in  the  article  of  fortune  to  make ;  they  had  little  or 
nothing  to  lose  by  the  revolution,  fexcept  their  lives  indeed, 
ll^faich  most  of  theii*  leaders  lost  accordingly. 

Almost  the  only  thing  that  pleased  m^  during  my  resid- 
ence at  Paris  at  that  period  was  the  eloquence  of  Verg- 
liiaud,  which  mad6  so  deep  an  impression  on  my  memory, 
that  I  remember  many  passages  of  his  speeches:  in  ortd* 
particularly,  in  answer  to  a  destructive  motion  of 'Robes- 
pierre, he  made  the  following  observation,  which  the  sub- 
liequent  events  of  the  revolution  have  often  recalled  to  my 
remembrance.^^^  Vous  vaincfe?  vos  ennemis — -je  le  crois ; 
mais  la  nation  fatiguee  des  dissensibns,  mais  la  France; 
cpuisee  par  les  efforts  faits  pour  vaincre  ses  ennemis  exte-' 
rieurs,  dechiree  par  les  factions,  sera  encore  epui^ce  par . 
leg  hommes,  par  Targent  qu'^il  aura  f allu  tirer  de  son  &e\n 
et  i^raigtiez  ^u'elle  he  ifesiS^mble  4  aes  iititiques  tnotium^tis 
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qu^on  retrouTe  en  Egypte.  L'^tranger;  qui  les  aperfoit, 
B^etonne  de  leur  grandeur;  sll  y  penitre,  qu^y  trouTe- 
t-il  ?— des  cendres  inanimees,  et  le  silence  des  tombeaux.^  * 
.  Robespierre  hastened  to  fulfil  this  prophecy :  at  his  in- 
stigation, a  deputation  from  two  of  the  sections  of  Paris 
brought  to  the  bar  of  the  conrention  a  petition  for  a  de* 
^ee  of  accusation  against  twenty-two  members,  of  which 
number  Vergniaud  was  one.  In  his  speech  on  that  occa« 
sion  he  makes  the  following  lively  and  prophetic  observa* 
tion.— *  II  est  permis  de  craindre  que  la  revolution,  com- 
me  Saturne,  devorant  successivement  tous  ses  enfans^  n^en^ 
gendre  enfin  le  despotisme  avec  les  calamitcs  qui  Tacoonw 
pagnent.*  -f- 

This  last  remark  of  Vergniaud  brings  to  my  recollection 
a  curious  sally  of  Tom  Travers,  who,  knowing  my  inten* 
tioB  of  returning  by  Paris,  came  and  met  me,  though  he 
never  liked  the  French,  and  particularly  abhored  their 
jMt>ceedings  at  that  time. 

We  happened  to  dine  in  company  with  two  of  our  coun«^ 
trymen,  and  several  of  the  deputies  to  the  convention  ^ 
one  of  the  latter,  who  was  a  physician,  told  a  story,-  with  a 
Tittle  variation,  which  I  had  often  heard  before,  of  a  French 
student  of  medicine,  who  had  lodged  in  the  same  house 
ia  London  with  a  man  in  a  fever.  This  poor  man  was 
continually  teased  by  the  nurse  to  drink,  though  he  nau-', 
seated  the  insipid  liquids  that  were  presented  to  him.  At 
last,  when  she  was  more  importunate  than  usual,  he  whis-* 
pered  in  her  ear — *  For  God's  sake,  bring  me  a  salt'hef-* 
ring,  and  I  will  drink  as  much  as  you  please  i' 

The  woman  indulged  him  in  his  request :  he  devoured 

•  You  say,  you  wilT  conquer  your  enemies :  I  am  convinced  you  will— 
bat  Franee,  exhausted  by  her  efforts  to  conquer  external  enemies,  torn' 
by  iaternal  factions,  and  drained  at  once  of  men-  and  monej,  must  ber 
brought  to  ruin  ;  and  may  be  compared  to  those  ancient  monuments  to  be 
teen  in  Egypt.  The  stranger,  beholding  Ihem  at  a  distance,  is  astonished^ 
at  their  grandeur  ;  but  if  he  enters  them,  what  does.he  find  ?^-«itianrmated' 
ashea,  and  the  silence  of  the  tomhi 

f  There  is  reason  to  dread  that  the  revolUtioti,  having,  like  Saturn,  de-- 
▼Qured  Its  own  cbildreni  will  at  last  produce  despotism  and  the  calamiliee 
that  accompan/  it. 
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the  hemngt  drank  plentifully^  underwent  a  copious  per- 
spiration, and  recovered. 
Tbe  French  student  inserted  thisaphorisminhis  journal.— ^ 
A  tall  herring  cures  an  Englishman  in  a  fever ! 

On  hi3  return  to  France,  he  prescribed  the  same  reme- 
dy to  the  first  patient  in  a  fever  to  whom  he  was  called. 

The  patient  died:  on  which  the  student  inserted  in  his 
journal  the  following  caveat.-— 

N.  B.  Though  a  salt  herring  cures  an  Englishman^  it  kill$ 
a  Frenchman !  , 

Sometime  after,  the  prediction  of  Vergniaud  being 
mentioned,  the  deputy  who  had  told  the  story  said,  *  he 
hc^ied  it  would  prove  false,  and  that  the  French  revolution 
would  prove  as  beneficial  to  France  as  the  revolution  in 
the  year  1688  had  done  to  England- 

*  J'en  doiite/*  said  Travers,  abruptly,  and  in  a  pretty 
loud  voice. 

*  E,t  purquoi  done,  monsieur  ?'  -f  said  the  deputy. 

*  Parceque,'  answered  Travers,  *  u»e  revolution  re- 
semble un  peu  a  un  hareng  salle,  qui  s'^accorde  raieux  avec 
ootre  constitution  qu^  avec  la  votre:  ^ussi  y-a-t-il  une 
grande  difference  entre  un  Anglais  et  un  Franf^s.^^ 

*  Une  tres-grande  difierence,  assurementr§  rejoined 
the  Frenchman. 

Travers,  who  did  not  relish  the  ironical  aijr  with  which 
the  deputy  said  this,  exclaimed,  in  an  angry  tone,—*  Qu'- 
entendezvous  dire  par  la,  monsieur  ?'  |1 

The  Frenchman,  thinking  he  had  as  much  reason  to  be^ 
angry  as  Travers,  replied  in  the  same  tone, — 

*  J^entends  dire,  qu'il  y  a,  Com  me  vous  le  dites  vous 
meme,  une  grande,  et  tris-grande  dijtterence  T  ^ 

\I  doubt  it. 

f  Wherefore  do  you  dpubt  it  ? 

X  Because  a  revolution  is  a  little  like  a  salt  herring,  which  agrees  bet- 
ter with  our  constitution  than  wiih  yours  :  and  besides,  there  is  a  great 
lUflfisrence  between  an  Englishtnan  and  a  French  map. 

§  A  very  great  difference  indeed  ! 

It   What  do  yqu  mean  to  say  by  that,  sir  ? 

^  I 'mean  to  say,  what  you  yourself  have  already  said,  that  there  is  a 
great— ay,  and  a  very  great  difference,'  between  thein« 
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f  Ne  voifs  ^chauffe^  done  pas  tant,  mepfiie^rft;  o$,  §i  vow 
vpqles  absolument  avoir  un  querelle,  que  oe  soit  pour  un 
j^utre  ra$Qn  que  pelle  d^jltre  Tup  ^t  Tautre  du  mfipe  avis/  f 

This  put  th^  two  dispqti^nts  ia  letter  huqiour ;  ^^d  it 
^ras  evident  enough,  iha,^  th^  vhole  company,  f^rendi,  af 
well  as  English,  were  fully  ^tisi^ed  that  it  should  be  re- 
j^eiyed  as  an  indisputable  truth,^  (hi^t  tl^ere  i£i  a  gre^it  dif- 
ference between  EnglUhipe^  apd  Fr^ochmen, 

This  is  the  only  time  ia  which  I  ever  found  so  many 
individuals  of  those  tifiro  nutions  of  |]^e  simbi^  way  of  ihink- 
jng^.    Adieu ! 

f.  MOBDAUI^t* 


LIJTTEB  V- 
From  the  Same  tp  the  Samf. 

^T  HATKVEa  difference  there  may  be  between  the  BritisI^ 
natural  character  and  the  Frepch,  I  am  convince^  ther^ 
is  not  a  greater  thap  between  Fr^nc^  as  ^t  ^ow  i^^^  and  a« 
|t  formerly  was. 

Instead  of  that  gay  n^etropolis,  the  ingenuity,  the  tast?, 
and  even  t^e  absurditifss  of  whose  inhabitants  afforded  in- 
struction, entertainment,  and  laughter,  tq  the  rest  of  £u« 
rope,  Paris  seems  now  to  be  the  abodf  of  terror  and  cru- 
elty, from  whence  the  neighbpuring  nations  are  menaced 
with  devastation  and  ruin  ! 

Who  could  have  imagined,  that  a  nation  so  fond  of 
amusement  aiid  pleft^aptry  would  have  beep  the  alxkle  of 
so  much  misery  ? 

It  were  tp  be  wished,  that  Franpe  could,  with  truth,  say 
to  the  rest  qf  Europe  what  Scarron,  the  husband  of  Madame 
Maintenon,  said  to  his  relations,  weeping  round  his  death. 
bed.— <  I  shall  never  |pake  you  weep  i^o  lUMfb  f^  J.  h^tvc^ 
^ade  you  laugh,^ 

*  Don*^  be  so  ▼iolent ;  or,  if  jou  aie  deterinin€4  to  qusrrali  let  it  bs  o^ 
|0me  otb^r  a^epixpt  tbtm  bf pi^ute  ^oi^  aif  ^pOji  ojt  oo^  opinioOf  ' 
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That  France  b^r^If  ha&  a$^  mupb  rc^^an  to  we^j^a^y 
other  country  19  no  great  oansolation. 

Tiie  choice  of  m^tptiers  for  the  na,tio;Qal  co^vention 
gives  np  favourable  id^  of  sio  very  popular  an  electiox). 
What  share  of  l^aifnipgf  eloquence^  taste  and  hucaanity 
existed  in  that  as^mhly  alipost  exclusively  belonged  tp 
the  pajrty  whiph  went  under  the  papie  of  the  Gironde. 
Thi^  party  seemed  tq  b^ye  the  lead  for  ^me  time  in  th^ 
convention ;  but  tb^y  wes^  soop,  ov?r9et  by  the  furio^» 
faction  of  the  Mountain,  i^ppported  by  the  Jacobin  dub^ 
and  the  ru^aus  of  the  subui4)s« 

At  the  time  when  tbe  twe;ity-one  members  of  the  Gi- 
ronde. were  executed,  th^  whole  nation  of  France  were 
under  the  absolute  dominion  of  the  Jacobin  society  qf 
Paris;  for  the  national  convention  dur^t  not  then  disobey 
the  mandates  of  the  comeU  ginirol  dt  la  commune  ;  whicb» 
on  its  part,  was  equally  obedient  to  the  decrees,  however 
furious,  of  that  society,  which  had  been  abandoned  by  a)! 
who  possessed  any  share  of  moderation ;  and  was  composed 
entirely  of  ignorant,  brutal  enthusiasts,  prompted  by  (i 
few  wicked  and  ambitious  men. 

Nptbing  could  be  more  absurd  than  the  accusation 
brought  against  the  Girondists ;  namely,  that  they  con- 
spired to  restore  the  monarchy ;  and  their  having  opposed 
tbe  executiG^  of  the  king  was  urged  as  a  dear  proof  of  the 
accusation^ 

They  were  also  accused  of  federalism  :  the  import  qf 
which  their  judges  themselves  did  not  understand.  When 
one  of  than  wa&  asked  what  it  meant,  he  said  ^  He  wa;s 
no  grammarian,  but  that  it  stmt^ed  like  a  very  heinous 
crime.^ 

The  crimes,  whi^^h  it^igbt  with  justice  have  been  stated 
against  Brissot  and  tbe  Girondists,  were,  their  having  o- 
verthrown  the  constitution  which  they  had  sworn  to  sup- 
port, and  their  having  calumniated  the  king,  in  order  to 
render  monarchy  odious  to  the  nation,  and  to  pave  the  way 
to  a  republican  form  of  government. 

That  measure,  however,  was  precipitated  on  them  soon- 
er than  they  expected,  by  Cpqlut  d'Herbqi^,.  who  w^  no 
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of  their  p&rtj)  aiid  who  afterwards  l}ecaine  one  of  their 
greatest  enemies.    What  could  be  a  greater  proof  of  the 
levity  of  the  national  convention  than  their  decreeing   a 
republican  form  of  government,  on  the  first  day  of  their 
'meeting,  at  the  mdtion  of  a  man  unknown  before  to  the 
public,  except  as  a  very  indifferent  actor, 
•    To  give  France  the  name  of  a  republic  is  soon  done :  to 
communicate  to  Frenchmen  the  character  suitable  to  re* 
publicans  will  be  found  more  difficult.     One  great  objec- 
Won  stated  by  them  against  monarchy  is,  that  the  sove- 
reign may  be  an  infant,  and  of  course  kept  under  tuteU 
age ;  but  they  have  found,  by  sad  experience,  that  their  peu^ 
pk  souvermgn  is  always  an  infant,  and  requires  to  be  always 
^under  tutelage.     They  have  also  found,  that  converting* 
the  monarchy  into  a  republic,  though  it  for  a  short  time 
pleased  the  vanity,  never  relieved  the  misery  of  the  people 
0f  France  itself,  yet  it  has  proved  a  fruitful  source  of  mi^ 
sery  to  other  nations/ 

The  French  revolution  is  a  convulsive  disorder,  which 
some  people  imagined  might  have  been  useful  to  France, 
by  removing  other  complaints  to  which  her  constitution 
was  liable  ;  but  being  of  a  contagious  nature,  there  was 
danger  of  its  infecting  nations  who  stood  in  no  need  of  so 
violent  a/emedy :  it  might  therefore  have  been  prudent  to 
have  formed  a  line  of  circumvallation  around  France,  like 
what  is  drawn  around  towns  infected  with  the  plague,  and 
so  have  cut  off  all  intercourse  with  the  people  of  that  coun- 
try, leaving  them  to  find  a  remedy  for  their  own  disorders 
as' they  best  could,  and  never  to  have  opened  the  com- 
munication until  the  convulsions  were  cured,  and  the 
danger  of  infection  at  an  end* 

If  however  the  French  broke  over  the  line  by  force,  as 
many  assert,  or  if  other  nations  interfered  with  the  sole 
view  of  curing  the  disorders  of  France,  as  they  themselves 
declared,  the  interference  must  be  acknowledged  to  have 
been  necessary  in  the  $rst  case,  and  most  generous  in  the 
seconds 

•  Whether  leaving  the  French   entirely  to  themselves 
y/fpvUd  have  preducled  any  of  tfhe  calamities  of  Enrope  can 
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never  be  perfeetly  determined ;  btit  the  civil  war,  which 
it  is  probable  foreign  interference  prevented,  could  not 
have  surpassed  in  horors  those  which  have  occurred  in  the 
progress  of  the  revolutibn-— horrors  which  have  disgraced 
the  cause  of  liberty  all  over  Europe,  and  diminished  the 
aversion  to  arbitrary  power,  even  in  England. — When  two 
cdamities  threaten,  tarror  of  the  most  savage  and  most 
impending  is  apt  to  disperse  all  thought  of  the  other. 

It  is  indeed  as  surprising,  that  the  dreadful  executions, 
which  fcegan  with  the  murder  of  the  king,  and  continued 
ibr  fifteen  months,  should  have  been  quietly  beheld,  in 
a  metropolis  like  Paris,  as  that  they  should  ever  have  been 
decreed*. 

If,  to  account  for  this,  it  is  alleged,  that  the  spirit  of 
loyalty  was  at  that  period  much  cooled  in  the  breasts  of 
the  Parisians,  it  must  also  be  granted  that  the  spirit  of  re. 
jmblicanism  seems  to  have  been  in  the  same  state  some 
months  after,  when  twenty-one  members  of  the  Gironde 
party  were  beheld,  with  equal  coolness,  carried  to  execu* 
tion  through  the  streets  of  that  capital,  with  whose  inha- 
bitants they  had  lately  been  so  popular.  But  what  is  still 
more  astonishing,  (for  those  inhabitants  may  have  been 
persuaded,  in  the  first  instance,  that  their  mild  and  men*. 
dful  king  was  a  tyi*ant ;  and,  in  the  second,  that  the  Gir- 
ondists were  traitors) ;— but  what,  I  say,  is  still  more 
astonishing,  and  revolts  the  heart  of  man,  is,  that  the 
Parisians  should,  with  equal  passtveness,  have  beheld  wo- 
mm  treated  in  the  same  barbarous  manner ;  that,  unmoved 
by  all  the  sufierings  of  the  unfortunate  queen,  they  could 
bear  to  see  her  dragged,  with  every  mark  of  indignity,  to 
the  scaffold  ;  and  that,  contrary  to  the  dictates  of  common 
sense  as  well  as  common  humanity,  and  without  the  sha. 
dow  of  political  interest,  they  could  bear  to  see  the  pious, 
inoffensive,  unassuming  princess  Elisabeth,  dragged  to  the 
same  scaffold. 

There  is  something  inexplioable,  as  well  as  atrocious, 
in  the  character  of  this  Robespierre :  he  does  not  seem  to 
have  been  actuated  by  the  same  motives  which  are  general* 
ly  supposed  to  bftve  in^uenced  other  monsters  of  cruelty. 
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The  usual  ii^^eiitives  tp  de^d&c^  that  natuire  wUI^,]^ 
r^tB,  on  men  possessed  of  uplimited  pQwer,  are,  tlie.  fear 
of  b^ing  deprived  of  it,  avarices  bigotry,  reveuge,  s^x^ 
sometifides  a  diabolical  kind  of  enjoyment  in  behpldiog 
torture.  The  common  m9tives  to  deeds  of  cruf Uy  in  me^i 
in  private  life  are,  jealousy,  revenge,  covetou^nesSi^  and 
ambition :  but  Bobespierre  w/is  not  avaricious,  was  nqt  ^ 
bigot,  had  no  injuries  to  avenge,  wi^s  never  present,  at  a^  . 
execution,  was  never  in  love-«-yet  he  extended  tl^e  npiost 
horrid  aqts  of  cruelty  to  thous^k^nds,  whp  stood  not  in  the 
way  of  his  ambition»  and  continued  them  after  his  ambi- 
tion was  satisfied)  and  his  power  quietly  submitted  tq. 
Wicked  politicians  often  use  religion  as  a  cover  for  crime^^ 
without  any  sentiment  of  religion  in  their  heart:  this 
man  evinced  a  contempt  for  religion,  and  dirj^cted  bis 
cruelty  peculiarly  against  those  who  showed  a  reyerenee 
for  Christianity.  Enthusiasts  are  c^pa^le  of  criminal  t^ 
tions,  without  any  sentiment  of  wickedness,  in  their  heart : 
though  Robespierre  was  thought  an  entliusiast,  this  could 
not  be  said  of  him.  .Could  any  human  creature,  withoti^t 
the  most  wicked  of  hearts,  during  the  fifteen  dreadfMl 
months  bis  power  lasted,  es^eroise  more  acts  oi*  cruelty 
than  any  tyrant,  ancient  or  modern,  ever  es^ercised  in  the 
same  space  of  time.  By  his  order,  or  with  his  ^probi^ 
tion,  many  thousands  of  inen,  women,  and  even  cbildirei^, 
of  all  ranks,  were  confined  in  loathsome  prisons,  treated 
with  the  most  shocking  barbarity,  until  they  were,  in 
troops  of  fifty  in  a  day,  dragged  to  execution,  Ma^y 
thousands  of  inoifeiisiv^  peasants,  who  did  npt  understand 
what  the  word  revolution  meant,  were  drowned,  in.  the 
Loire ;  numbers  of  the  inhabitants  of  Lyons  driven  intp^ 
inclosures,  to  be  torn  in  pieces  by  grape*shot ;  and  xpany 
of  his  own  most  intimate  acquaintance,  not  oQly  those  who 
were  of  a  different  party,  and  of^sed  his  horrid  cruelty, 
but  those  who  had  long  aided  and  supported  him  in  bis 
plans  of  bloodshed  and  devastation,  he  ^nt,  on  the  first 
appearance  of  disapprobation  of  his  me^^Mres,  witbo'utr  re. 
morse,  to  the  guillotine :  and  what  seems  as  singplar  ^d 
unaccountable  as. all  that  b^.be^u  enumera^tcd  is,  tb^t  n 
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ipirilecl  peopk,  eiieiled  bjr  ^timaiasm  &r  Hb^Ply*  shoukU 
while  their  cflithusiaam  was  at  the  heigbti  have  quietly 
§uhviittedf  for  fifteen  motntba^  to  the  tyranny  of  an  ob- 
aeure,  canting,  capricious  madman,  though  exercise^  with 
more  wanton  cruelty  than  had  been  ever  displayed  by  tfa? 
most  despotic  of  their  monarehjL 

You  may  again  accuse  me  of  dwelling  on  a  man  of  a 
wicked  character ;  but,  re^mber,  you  requested  me  to 
wiite  of  the  French  revolution,  in  passing  over  that  ground, 
without  seteking  characters  of  ifuc^  dislike^  as  F^lstaff  says 
pf  WorcQster^«  xdaetium'^Tkey  lay  in  ike  taqy^  and  I  fad 

But,  after  all,  I  must  confess  that  every  species  of  sini* 
gulairity  of  chs^racter  is  attraptive  to  me ;  an4  what  cha- 
racter was  ever  sp  luHribly  mngular  as  that  of  Rpbespierre  ? 

He  seems  to  have  relied  sp  entirely  on  the  efficacy  of 
terror,  for  confirming  his  despotism  and  securing  his 
power,  that  he  was  at  little  pains  to  suppress  certain  liter- 
ary productions,  which,  by  creating  a.  strong  sympathy  iii 
favour  of  the  oppressed,  tend  to  rouse  indignation  agiansi 
the  oppressor ;  perhaps  {le  fell  a  sacrifice,  at  last,  tp  this 
security. 

Poetry  is  a  very  powerful  instrument  of  this  nature* 
Even  popular  songs,  with  but  a  very  small  portion  of  po^ 
fticai  m«-it,  have  been  known  to  produce  an  important  ef- 
fect. Many  songs  in  honour  of  certain  victims  of  Robes^ 
pierre's  cruelty,  and  elegies  lamentmg  their  fate,  were  cir* 
culated  in  Paris  during  his  bloody  reign. 

A  poetry  of  a  difierent  kind,  and  more  congenial  with 
the  spirit  c^  th^  Prench  revolution,  has  lately  been  intro- 
duced into  Friince  from  Germany.  Several  German  plays 
have  been  translated,  and  were  acted  to  crowded  aydiences, 
about  this  time,  at  Paris :  they  are  a  kind  of  tragi-come- 
dies,  in  which  men  in  desperate  situations,  and  of  daring 
and  wicked  chari|cters,  are  introduced  speaking  appropri* 
ate  hmguage.  The  hero  declaims  virtuously,  and  aot^ 
criminally;  their  drifl  is  to  show  that  Hiurdcr,  ixAberyv 
fwd  other  crimes,  which  in  the  vulgar  opinion' are  com*- 
pitted  by  eofisattinate  villains' only,  inay  be  committed  by 
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the  most  benevol^t^  generous,  and  heroic  people  on  earth* 
It  appeared,  from  the  applause,  that  this  moral  was  re- 
lished by  many  of  the  audience.  It  must  indeed  have 
been  peculiarly  flattering  to  those  patriots  who'cleaced  tiM 
priso|ns  in  September  179^ 

Some  of  the  German  ballads  haye  also  been  translated : 
they  are  generally  founded  on  nursery-tales  of  a^qparitions^ 
animated  skeletons,  raw  heads,  and  bloody  bones.  I  have 
heard  of  one  poetical  romance  that  is  very  much  admired : 
it  record^  the  adventures  of  a  demon  of  the  feminine  gen- 
der, who,  about  three  hundred  years  ago,  was  permitted 
to  try  her  fortune  in  the  capital  of  Bohemia,  and  to  as« 
'fiume  any  shape  she  pleased, . 

As  the  seduction  of  men  was  her  obj^t,  she  chose  the 
form  of  a  beautiful  woman  ;  and,  according  to  the  ballad, 
she  was  very  successful.  It  was  no  unusual  stratagem  of 
hers  to  tempt  men  to  commit  crimes,  for  which  they  were 
imprisoned ;  and  then,  conveying  herself  through  the  key* 
hole,  to  tempt  them  to  mortgage  their  soul  to  Satan,  in 
order  to  obtain  their  liberty ;  which  they  no  sooner  did, 
than  the  roof  of  the  prison  rising  to  infernal  music,  the 
deluded  miscreant  was  conveyed  several  leagues  through 
the  air,  and  then  dashed  against  some  desert  rock,  or 
dropped  into  the  sea,  and  never  more  heard  of. 

In  this  romance  there  is  a  pathetic  account  of  a  rendez- 
vous which  she  gave  to  one  young  man  ;  and,  at  the  in* 
stant  in  which  he  imagined  that  she  was  yielding  to  his 
embraces,  she  was  metamorphosed  into  a  skeleton,  and  he 
found  a  parcel  of  naked  bones  in  his  arms. 

The  author  of  the  ballad  declares,  that  to  describe  the 
surprise  and  disappointment  of  this  young^an  is  beyond 
his  ability ;  but  that  all,  to  whom  the  same  adventure  has 
happened,  will  have  a  just  idea  of  them.        ^ 

He  then  proceeds  to  record,  that  this  demon  might 
have  extended  her  seductions  to  a  greater  number  thaa 
she  did  had  it  not  been  for  a  sulphureous  smell,  which  she 
could  not  entirely  divest  herself  of,  and  which  she  found 
it  diiBcult  to  overcome,  even  for  a  short  time,  by  all  the. 
j^rfpjpes  ap4  essences  sh^  used.    Ofi  this  account^  hown 
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ever  much  she  pleased  at  first  sight,  none  could  endure  a 
lasting  attachment  to  her ;  until  a  young  Scottish  noble-^ 
man^  in  passing  through  Prague  on  his  way  to  Vienna^ 
was  so  fascinated  with  her  beauty,  and  so  little  annoyed 
with  her  smell,  that  he  intended  to  have  taken  her  into 
keeping,  had  not  his  valet,  an  old  Highlander,  who  had 
travelled  with  his  father,  and  was  endowed  with  the 
second  sight,*  assured  his  lordship,  that,  in  spite  of  her 
beauty,  his  mistress  was  a  devil. 

This  blasted  her  reputation  so  effectually,  that  she  was 
obliged  to  fly  from  Prague,  and  was  never  heard  of  since 
till  the  publication  of  the  ballad  in  question.  I  am,  my 
dear  Sommers,  very  sincerely,  &c. 

/,  MOBDAUNT. 


LETTER  VI- 

The  Same  to  ike  Same. 

Vevdy4 

In  my  last  I  was  led  by  the  German  ballads  and  romances 
from  the  tyranny  of  Robespierre  and  the  numberless  exe-' 
cutions  he  ordered,  many  of  which  were  as  contrary  to 
prudence  or  policy  as  to  humanity.  On  what  principle, 
then,  are  we  to  account  for  them  ? 

Is  it  possible  to  conceive  that  many  of  the  executions 
were  ordered  from  no  other  view  than  to  gratify  the  taste 
which  the  mob  of  all  nations  have  for  scenes  of  that  kind  i. 
It  must  be  remembered,  that  those  who  always  influenced 
in  the  Jacobin  society,  and  often  controlled  in  tl>e  general 
counsel  of  the  commune,  some  who  were  even  created 
judges  in  their  horrid  tribunals,  were  literally  mob,  and 
had  the  same  taste  with  their  brethren.  This  taste  for 
executions  and  bloody,  spectacles  of  all  kinds  increases  by 
being  giatified,  as  is  confirmed  by  common  observation, 
and  was  proved  in  the  instance  of  the  populate  of  ancient 
Rome,  to  whom  the  sanguinary  seenesof  the  amphitheatre^ 
from  an  occasional  gratification,  became  almost  a  necessary 
oflife ;  and  who  preferred  the  sight  of  gladiators,  mang- 
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fing  tech  other;  tor  eviery  tiittuseinettt,  cfxcepi  that  of  be- 
holding captive  kings  and  quieens  led  in  chaiifs  through 
the  stf eets  of  Rottiti. 

The  French  republicans,  who  affect  to  ifciiitlAle  the  Ro- 
hians  in  so  many  things,  will  be  proud,  no  doubts  to  imi- 
tate them  also  in  this,  when  their  power  shall  be  equal  to 
their  attibitibn. 

To  check  thfe  towering  ambition  of  France  is  the  evident 
interest  of  all  the  nation^  of  Europe,  and  that  of  Great 
Britain  as  much  as  any.  All  disputes  regarding  the  ne- 
cessity of  commencing  the  war  are  at  present  idle  and  su- 
perfluous: the  plain  interest  of  every  hon'est  well-meaning 
individual  in  Great  Britarn  is  cordially  to  join,  to  the  ut*' 
most  of  his  capacity,  agaihst  the  ambition  and  rapacity  of 
the  French  republic.  The  wild  speculations,  the  intent^ 
perate  decrees  and  madness  of  whose  government  have  al-* 
ready  done  a  great  deal,  and  will  probably  do  still  more, 
in  counteracting  the  eflPect  of  their  victories. 

Their  cruelty  to  the  king  and  royal  family  shocked  the 
hearts  of  all  humane  republicJEins,  and  roused  a  spirit  of 
loyalty,  which  for  some  years  preceding  the  French  revo- 
lution seemed  rather  benumbed  all  over  fiurope.  Their'' 
attacks  on  religion  of  every  denomination  gave  universal 
disgust.  Infidels  seemed  to  have  become  Christians,  that 
they  might  not  be  thought  to  favour  the  loathsome  writ- 
ings of  Chailmet,  or  the  es^cesses  of  his  ruffian  admirers. 
The  democratic  bias,  which  had  been  gaining  ground/ 
was  by  the  tyrannical  and  rapacious  conduct  of  the  French, 
checked  in  all  the  countries  of  Europe,  particularly  iti 
Great  Britain.  The  very  chimney-sweepers  in  London 
have  become  aristocrats,  from  hatred  to  their  brethren  the' 
blackguards  and  sans-culottes  of  Paris.  The  French  na- 
tion have  indeed  shewn  themselves  so  disorderly  and  fero- 
cious when  they  had  any  degree  of  liberty,  and  so  polite' 
and  submissive  under  tyranny,  that  we  are  almost  tempt- 
ed to  believe  that  there  is  somewhat  in  the  very  essence' 
6(  the  French  which  renders  a  despotic  government  neces- 
sary for  them,  whether  the  form  be  monarchical  or  repub* 
Fican.     There  are  animals  of  so  wild  a  nature  ai  not  to  ber 
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kept  frotn  niisehief  by  any  tether  means  than  chains,  muz* 
iles,  and  iMn  cage».  However  tame  and  tsaressing  the/ 
may  appear  when  under  controul,  they  will  tear  the  very 
hand  tbi^y  used  to  lick  the  instant  they  are  unmuzzled  afid 
free. 

Lewis  XI  and  Lewi«  XIV  governed  France  in  th* 
ifiost  despotic  manhelr :  they  oppressed  their  subjects  in  ya*' 
rioUs  ways,  and  dqueie^ed  much  greater  sums  from  them 
by  taxation  than  any  of  their  predecessors  had  ever  done  ; 
yet  both  were  submissively  obeyed  during  their  long 
reigns^  and  died  quietly  in  their  beds:  the  one  being 
the  first  to  whom  th6  title  of  Most  Christian  King 
was  given,  and  the  other  the  only  monarch  of  France  on 
Whom  his  subjects  bestowed  that  of  Great. — Whereas  ihd 
reignsof  some  of  the  wisest  and  most  moderate  of  their 
|)rinces  were  disturbed  by  insurrections,  and  some  of  the 
easiest-tempered  and  most  amiable  were  assassinated. 

When  France  was  converted  into  a  republic,  the  only 
party  which  possessed  any  degree  of  humanity,  and  seem- 
ed desirous  of  governing  with  moderation,  was  insulted^ 
abused,  and,  in  a  short  time,  saw  its  leaders  dragged  to 
the  scaffold  ;  nothing  like  public  tranquillity  appeared  in 
France  till  Robespierre  established  the  awful  tranquillity 
of  despotism*  Since  which  time,  those  who  have  had  the 
direction  have  at  different  periods .  acted  as  if  they  had 
been  bribed  by  the  kings  of  Europe  to  raise  a  general 
hoTitor  against  republics,  not  only  by  their  cruelty  and  ra- 
pacity, but  by  dn  absurd  and  abominable  zeal  for  the  dtf 
fusion  of  atheism. 

Yon  must  have  heard  of  those  ridiculous  fetes  appoint- 
ed by  the  French  government,  particularly  those  entitled 
Fetes  de  la  R&ison,  where  the  goddess  of  Reason  was  re 
presented  by  a  prostitute ;  but  perhaps  you  never  heard 
of  what  I  am  assured  is  true,  that,  at  one  of  those  Fetes  de 
latUuson,  a  man  mounted  the  pulpit  in  the  church  of  St*. 
Roche,  and  pronounced  a  discourse  in  favour  of  atheism ; 
andy  to  put  the  matter  out  of  all  doubt,  he  poured  fortli 
many  shocking  expressions  regarding  the  Deity,  defying 
him  to  prove  his  existence  by  instantly  striking  the  bias- 
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phemer  with.thuiider  :  iind  because  the  mercy  of  tim  Su** 
preme  Being  was  superior  to  this  wretch's  impiety,  ba 
pronounced  this  wise  inference.*—*  If  tliere  were  a  God, 
my  friends,  as  mankind  from  the  beginning  of  the  world 
have  foolishly  believed,  you  must  be  sensible  that,  after 
what  you  have  heard,  I  should  have  beeH' blasted  to  ashes 
by  bis  thunder ;  but  as  I  remain  alive,  and  in  good  health, 
it  is  demonstrated  that  there  is  no  suoh  being. :  so  you 
may  all  dismiss  your  fears,  and  be  as  happy  as  atheism^ 
which  is  the  only  comfortable  religion,  can  make  you.^ 

Though  it  would  have  been  fortunate  for  mankind  if 
they  had  always  left  it  to  the  Almighty  to  avenge  his  owtk 
cause,  yet  there  is  something  so  horrid  in  the  conduct  of 
this  fellow^  that  one  cannot  help  wishing  that  t)ie  andience 
had  dragged  him  from  the  pulpit.  He  would  in  all  pro* 
bability  have  been  torn  in  pieces  in  any  other  part  of  tho 
world ;  and  his  being  allowed  to  withdraw,  without  any  in* 
suit,  is  a  stronger  instance  of  th€  terror  by  which  the  na* 
tural  impulse  of  the  audience  was  checked  than  all  I  have 
mentioned. 

The  endeavours  of  government  to  efface  religious  im* 
pressions  appears  to  me  as  impolitic  as  wicked.  Religion 
not  only  gives  weight  to  testimony  on  oath  in  courts  of 
justice^  but  it  is  a  great  support  to  obedience  to  govern-^ 
ment ;  if  it  has  little  .weight  with  certain  individuals^  it 
operates  on  the  mass. 

Toleration  to  all  religions  seems  as  equitable  as  the  be<i> 
lief  in  one  is  natural  and  necessary :  notwithstanding  the 
variety  of  worships,  they  all  admit  a  Supreme  Beingi 
who,  sooner  or  later,  punishes  and  rewards  men  according 
to  their  conduct  in  life.  There  is  a  strong  presumption 
against  the  innocence  of  any  person^s  life  who  wuhes  to 
disbelieve  in  this  doctrine. 

Since  this  revolution  there  seems  to  be  an  increase  of 
every  kind  of  wickedness^  except  hypocrisy.  Whether 
the  exception  is  an  advantage  may  admit  of  doubt.  I  re»> 
member  being  in  company  with  a  lady  wba  was  very  much 
painted.  When  she  withdrew,  a  gentleman  obseFvedy 
•  that  it  was  a  pity  she  painted.' 
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^  i  am  <^a  diflfevent  opinibn,-  said  Travis. 

<  To  me/  rejoined  the  gentleman,  *  she  seemed  fri^it- 
ful  with  her  paint.^ 

*  So  ^e  did  to  me,^  said  Travers;  *  but  hot  quite  so 
frightful  as  she  does  without  it.' 

One  of  the  most  avowed  apostles  of  atheism  in  the  con« 
v^irtion  was  a  kind  of  madman,  who  assumed  the  name  of 
Anaeharsis.  It  was  the  mode  at  one  time  for  the  most 
TioleRt  ja«9obins  to  adopt  the  names  of  some  ancient  wor- 
thies, to  whose  characters  they  affected  to  have  some  re- 
semblance. During  my  last  visit  to  Paris,  the  name  of 
my  shoemaker  was  Brutus,  and  I  had  two  Gracchi  ai!nong 
my  other  tradesmen^  No  man  could  have  less  resem- 
blance to  the  Scyttiian  philoso|rf]er,  the  disciple  of  Solon, 
than  the  modern  Anaeharsis. 

The  first  was  a  man  of  moderation,  of  austere  manners, 
one  who  wished  to  introduce  the  religion  of  Greece  into 
bis  native  country ;  the  second  was  a  hot-headed  profli- 
gate,^  who  wished  to  banish  ail  religion  out  of  the  world. 
He  was  a  Prussian  by  birth,  his  real  name  was  Clootz. 
I  first  saw  htm  at  the  house  of  Robert  the  Traiteur,  in 
the  Palais  Royal,  where^he  frequently  dined^  and  some* 
times  harangued  the  company  on  the  subjects  of  govern- 
ment and  divinity.  He  declared,  that  ^  bis  hatred  to  ty- 
ranny or  ftionarchical  government,  two  terms  which,  in  hi« 
opinion,  were  synonymous,  had  made  him  leave  Pirussia, 
and  establish  himself  in  Holland ;  that  from  the  beginning 
of  the  French  revolution  he  had  conceived  hopes  that  it 
would  end  in  a  republic  that  in  those  hopei^  he  had  left 
Holland,  and  come  to  raris  to  assist  in  the  great  work  of 
oversetting  the  new  French  constitution  and  founding  a 
republic  on  its  ruins.  The  republican  form  of  govern- 
ment/ he  asserted,  ^  was  the  only  one  that  could  secure 
mankind  complete  freedom,  internal  tranquillity,  and  ex* 
teroal  peace.^  When  he  was  put  in  mind  of  the  frequent 
dissensions  and  wars  among  the  different  states  of  Greece, 
he  answered,  that  ^  they  were  entirely  owing  to  their  be- 
ing tmaU.  tepuUies;  but  that  if  all  had  been  united  into 
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one  they  would  hkvb  no  dtssensiimt  Utid  ftwer  #art.* 
When  he  was  desired  to  recollect  that  die  Roitiao  rejfniblic 
was  greater  than  that  which  all  the  united  states  of  Greeee 
eould  have  fortned,  and  jret  that  the  Bomah  repiblie  was 
almost  constantly  at  war  whh  its  neighbours^  the  forced 
the  observation  did  not  disconcert  him  in  the  lelisti  he  said 
that  *  the  reason  was  obvious ;  namely,  that^  previous  to 
the  destruction  of  Carthage,  the  Roman  republic  imM  ton 
small,  and  under  the  necessity  of  conquest,  toa0qiiire«tt& 
ficient  strength ;  and  that,  idTter  the  diestruetion  of  CUtf^ 
thage,  the  Romans  had  no  neighbours  except  kings, 
which  it  is  the  interest  and  duty  of  all  republicans  to  de* 
stroy ;  and  he  was  happy  to  think  that  the  Ore^  Nation 
would  find  some  pretext  or  other  to  make  war  on  th&aif 
until  the  whole  race  were  extirpated,  their  kingdoms  revo«> 
lutionized,  united  as  departments  of  France,  and  fcmning 
one  universal  indivisible  republic  ;««^en/  added  be^ 
*  and  not  sooner,  the  world  will  enjoy  perfect  freedom^ 
internal  tranquillity,  and  external  peace.^ 

From  this  specimen  you  may  form  a  notion  of  Anaehar* 
sis  Clootz's  ideas  on  government :  they  were  equally  pro- 
found on  divinity. 

I  overheard  a  very  curious  dialogue  between  him  and 
a  plain  sensible  looking  man,  who  drank  coffee  at  the 
same  table  with  him  one  day  after  dinner  at  RobertV 

This  man  happened  to  say  that  something,  I  don^t  re^ 
member  what,  ^  was  as  certain  as  that  God  had  made  the 
world.* 

^  Pshaw!'  said  Anacharsia  snappishly,  '  he  did  not 
make  the  world.* 

<  No  P  cried  the  man,  staring  with  surprise ;  '  Whm 
made  it,  then  P* 

<  Why  nobody.   It  never  was  made,*  answered  Cloola. 

*  How  came  it  here,  then  ?*  said  the  other. 

<  How  came  it  here— *Why  it  has  been  here  from  att 
eternity.* 

*  i  should  never  haire  guessed  it  to  be  so  old,*  r^ned 
the  man :  <  but  still  you  haVe  not  informed  me  how  it  wmi- 
ists.* 
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<  Ym,  uti^ueMioMbly,  by  mere  chance^^  added  Cloo(& 
<  You  have  no  notion  of  the  power  of  chance/ 

<  The  pDwer  of  dhancef  repeated  thetither.---*  Chance 
isblind.^ 

<  Blindnesd  ddes  not  diminidi  pow^/  cried  Clootz,  with 
iH  air  of  triumph ;  *  for  even,  aoeofdiog  to  your  bibl^ 
Samson  was  able  toptili  down  a  hobs6y  and  smother  three 
tiiousahd  Philistines  after  he  was  stone4iliad/ 

*  Sneering  is  one  thing,  Mr*  Cloeit^,  and  reasoning  is 
anoth^.^ 

<  Then  let  us  reason,^  resumed  Anachar^8.-^<  I  speak 
for  the  power  of  chance.'^— Were  a  thousand  dice  put  into 
a  box,  afid  thrown  out  often  enough,  there  can  be  no 
doubt  but  six  thousand  would  be  thrown  at  last ;  My,  if 
a  hundred  thousand  were  to  be  rattled,  and  thrown  with- 
out ceasing,  six  hundred  thousand  would  appear  in  pro^ 
cess  of  Ume  at  one  throw.  Why,  therefore,  may  not  this 
world,  such  as  we  find  it,  have  been  cai^t  up  by  the  mere 
ruling  of  atoins  ?' 

*  I  should  humbly  conceive,^  replied  the  other,  <  that 
it  rather  was  the  production  of  an  Almighty  intelligent 
Maker.' 

*  Your  Maker  explains  nothing,'  said  Clooiz ;  *  it  is  only 
shoving  in  a  superfluous  tortoise  to  support  an  elephant.' 

<  Now  I  perceive  the  drift  of  your  reasoning,'  rejoined 
the  other :  *  but  although  I  cannot  explain  what  is  above 
Iraman  coMiprdieiision»  Citisen  Cloota,  yet,  as  theve  i«  no 
oeceasity  in  the  nature  of  things  that  this  world  and  all 
the  crealuvea  in  it  ahoiild  MveenstMl  at  all,  it  seemaelear 
Id  mc'that  they  must  exist  by  the  will  of  a  Superior  Bi^ 
ittg;  and  I  am  fully  convinced  that  order,  uniformity, 
a&d  exquisite  adaptness,  must  be  the  work  of  intelligence 
and  wisdom  as  well  as  power. 

•  Kce  Deui  iDterdt  Hiti  di|^ns  vindtee  nodns.*  • 

<  What  do  you  think  of  that  maxim  of  Horace  .'*  said 
€loot«. 

i  c* 
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<  I  t^ink  it  a  very  good  one  as  be  applied  it»'  iwpUed 
the  other :  *  but  I  am  coBvincod  tliat  Horace,  though  a 
heathen,  would  not  have  brought  it  into  such  an  argu* 
inent  as  the  present/ 

*  Perhaps  not ;  for,  as  you  say,  he  wjSft  an  ignorani 
heathen,  and  believed  in  Gods.^ 

«  Had  he  lived  at  present  he  would  have  confined  his 
faith  to  one;  for,  independent  of  the  Christian  religion, 
all  the  improvements  that  have  been  made  in  science  since 
his  time  lead  us  to  acknowledge  a  first  intelligent  Creatpr 
and  Governor  of  the  Universe.** 

^  They  lead  me  to  no  such  thing,^  said  Clootz.  *  I 
adhere  to  chance,  ond  acknowledge  no  other  God.  What 
do  you  say  to  that  ?* 

*  I  say,'  replied  the  other,  *  that  were  I  to  utter  such 
an  impious  expression,  I  should  be  afraid  of  going  to  helL* 

*  There  again .'"  cried  Clootz.  ^  Why  there  is  no  such 
place.^ 

.  <*How  can  you  he  sure  of  that  ?' 

*  Because  the  thing  is  impossible,'  answered  Clootz. 

*  Did  you  not  assert,  a  little  ago,  that  this  world  was 
made  by  chance  ?' 

^  I  assert  so  still !'  exclaimed  Clootz. 

*  Then  how  can  you  be  sure  that  such  a  place  as  hell 
is  not  made  by  chance  also  ?"  rejoined  his  opponent.    • 

This  unexpected  question  seemed  to  disconcert  the  phi. 
losopher,  which  the  other  observing,  he  added  with  a  very 
serious  year.— 

<  Citizen  Clootz,  I  would  not|  have  you  to  trust  en- 
tirely to  such  reasoning,  which  is  wicked  as  wall  as  in- 
consistent :  and  permit  me  to  add  a  piece  of  advice,  which 
it  greatly  imports  you  to  follow*— Renounce  impiety,  that 
in  case  there  should,  by  chance  or  otherwise,  be  any  such 
place  as  hell  prepared  for  blasphemers,  you  may  not  be 
sent  to  it.' 

Having  pronounced  this  in  a  solemn  manner,  the  man 
rose  and  walked  out  of  the  room.  Anaoharsis  remained 
silent  till  he  was  gone;  and  then  endeavouring  to  .recover 
himself,  he  looked  at  mc,  and  said,-^ 
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^  By  his  insolence  and  his  preaching  I  take  that  fellow 
to  be  both  an  aristocrat  and  a  priest — Don^t  you  think  so  ?* 

*  As  for  his  insolence,^  I  answered,  *  it  entirely  escaped 
me ;  so  I  can  say  nothing  about  it.  But  whether  he  be 
a  priest  or  not,  I  must  acknowledge  that  I  have  beard 
worse  sermons/ 

*  I  have  a  great  mind  to  denounce  him  as  a  suspected 
person,^  said  Clootz,  <  and  have  him  taken  up** 

*  You  had  much  better  take  the  advice  he  gave  you/ 
said  I. 

Those  who  overheard  us  expressed  the  same  opinion, 
on  which  Clootz  declared  be  had  no  intention  .to  accuse 

bim.  ,  ,  ;     ■  ..r      ,       »  *  •  r 

I  hope  he  did  follow  the  Counsel  which  tlus,  man  gave 
him ;  for  the  wretched  Anacharsis  had  the  misforiune  a 
short  time  after  to  fall  under  the  displeasure  of  Robes- 
pierre, who  ordered  him  to  the  guillotine. 

The  impiety,  whether  real  or  affected,  that  prevails  at 
present  in  France,  is  more  disgusting  to  me  than  supersti- 
tion :  though  I  like  neither,  I  wish  to  believe  in  religion 
by  my  reason,  not  by  renouncing  my  reason.    Yours, 

J.  MOanAUNT. 


L3ETTEE  VII. 
fke  SqmCr  to  the  Same. 

I  DO  not  know  what  effect  this  ramble  has  had  on  you, 
Sommers,  but  it  hah  been  of  service  to  ipe  :  it  has  hither^ 
to  kept  the  demon  of  tedium  from  me.  Though  the  sky 
was  so  dismal  while  I  was  writing  my  two  last  letters,  that 
I  was  obliged  to  use  candlelight  at  mid-day^  yet  I  still 
scribbled  on  about  the  French  revolution:  the  weather 
seemed  to  syippathize  with  ipy  sjubject.  L^st  night  there 
was  no  sleeping  for  thunder. 

From  your  London  thunder  no  idea  is  to  be  formed  of 
the  loudness  of  the  peals  and  perseverance  of  the  rever- 
beration of  thunder  in  the  Alps*    It  W 
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Of  heaven  nfere  falliitg,  aad  th«  elem^ntSf^ 
In  mutiny,  had  from  her  ax]e  torn 
The  stedfast  earth/ 

You  remember  the  joung  man  from  the  Pays-de-Val- 
lais,  that  was  betrothed  to  the  pretty  girl  of  this  Inn  s 
they  were  married  yesterday.  My  landlord  has  just  in- 
formed me,  that  all  this  nocturnal  uproar  and  insurrection 
9f  the  elements  was  unnoticed  by  them  ;  they  were  sur- 
prised to  hear  their  acquaintance  talking  so  much  about 
it  this  morning. 

I  gave  a  small  collation  to  the  young  couple,  and  a  few 
of  their  relations,  in  my  room :  they  sat  round  my  coucfa. 
The  contemplation  of  happiness  i^  extremely  pleasant*— 
I  passed  a  roost  agreeable  day*  What  good-humoured 
contented  people  those  Swiss  are ! — I  hope  their  governors 
will  have  the  wisdom  to  keep  the  French  contagion  from 
them.     The  peasants  themselves  seem  endowed 

*  With  hearts  resolv'd,  and  hands  preparM» 

The  blessings  they  enjoy  to  guard.* 

I  never  was  in  a  happier  company :  all  the  men  seemed 
to  enjoy  the  happiness  of  the  bridegroom,  all  the  women 
that  of  the  bride.  '  I  hope,'  said  I  to  my  landlord, 
^  that  your  niece  and  her  husband  will  be  as  fond  of  each 
other  a  year  hence.' 

*  Don't  fear,  sir,'  replied  he ;  *  for  he  is  one  of  the  best- 
humoured  young  fellows  in  the  world,  and  his  wife  is  as 
virtuous  as  she  is  handsome  :  besides,  I  am  as  fond  of  my 
wife  now  as  J  was  the  day  I  married  her,  and  so  is  she  of 
me— are  you  not,  daneton  ?' 

^  That  I  am,  my  good  friend  ;  and  well  I  may,'  cried 
Janeton,  holding  forth  her  hand  to  her  husband,  who 
pulled  her,  nothing  loath,  towards  him,  and  embraced  her 
in  the  most  affectionate  manner. 

This^  is  a  phenomenon  which  I  do  not  comprehend. 
The  loving  fsouple  have  been  married  twenty  years!    I 
hope  your  Juliet  and  you,  my  dear  Sommers,  will  always, 
think  it  natural,  atid-  easy  to  be  accounted  for.     I  shall 
now  resume  my  travels. 

After  having  beoome  so^  so<Hi  tired  of  Germany  and 
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Italy,  yoa  will  be  surprised  that  I  should  have  remained 
•0  long  in  sueh  a  country  as  France  was  at  that  period* 
The  truth  is,  that  the  extraordinary  nature  of  the  inei«* 
dents  that  were  daily  occurring  excited  my  curiosity,  in 
^te  of  the  pain  they  often  comrounicated ;  and  when  I 
determined  at  last  to  leave  the  country,  I  found  a  great 
deal  of  difBculty  in  accomplishing  my  purpose.  I  sue* 
eseded  at  last,  however ;  and  I  acknowledge  that  I  never 
Mt  myself  more  oomfortahle  than  at  my  arrival  at  Dover. 

NeAing  contributes  so  much  to  give  an  Englishman  a 
renewed  reBsh  for  1ms  native  land  as  passing  a  few  years 
ia  other  joountries.  Yet»  with  more  cause  to  relish  life 
than  any  other  pe<^e,  the  English  are  much  belied  if 
they  do  not  enjoy  it  less.  This  has  been  imputed  to  the 
diinate :  but  Uiat  will  not  explain  the  matter ;  for  do  you 
not  recollect  that  we  used  to  meet  our  countrymen,  in 
every  province  of  France  and  {talyt  fretting  and  frown* 
iag,  with  all  the  luxuries  of  life  at  their  command,  while 
the  peasants  of  the  one  country  were  dancing  and  sipging 
ia  rags,  and  tho^  of  the  other  stretched  on  the  ground, 
satisfied  with  the  luxuries  of  sunshine  and  chesnuts. 

Of  what  avail  is  their  boasted  philosophy  to  the  £ng« 
lish,  if  they  are  behind  other  nations  in  the  great  science 
of  happiness  ?  It  is  pretty  generally  allowed,  even  among, 
ourselves,  that  we  do  not  make  the  most  of  life ;  that  is, 
that  we  do  not  enjoy  it  with  all  the  satisfiiction  that  other 
nations  do.  Many  of  us  tire  of  life  before  it  is  half  over ; 
and  a  greater  proportion  abrid^^  its  duration  voluntarily 
than  of  any  other  country.  Besides  this  permanetU  gloom, 
eertain  malignant  particles,  either  arising  from  the  soil, 
or  tiansmittedy  like  the  pestilence,  from  another  country, 
seem,  at  particular  periodsi  to  infect  the  minds  of  our 
countrymen  with  the  spirit  of  dissension*  and  impair  the 
happinesB  that  might  be  expected  from  the  excellence  of 
their  constitution,  and  other  advantages  which  they  en- 
joy over  every  other  people. 

This  was  peculiarly  the  case  soon  after  I  last  arrived 
is  Engbmd.  As  the  French  revolution,  at  its  commence- 
Qcat,  seemed  on^  to  aim  ^  a  limitation  of  the  power  of 
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the  savereign,  without  overturning  tlie  monftrdij,  it  was 
beheld  with  complacency  by  many  of  the  friends  of.  tbe 
British  constitution,  all  of  whom  must  be  tbe  friends,  of 
liberty. 

But  when  this  revolution  came  to  be  defiled  by  blood- 
shed, and  supported  by  the  most  shocking  acts  of  rapaci- 
ty and  oppression,  a  horror  arose  in  Great  Britain  against 
all  wIk)  had  any  hand  in  bringing  about  .what  had  pro- 
duced such  dreadful  consequences:  the  same  horror  took 
place  where  your  regiment  was,  and  in  different  degrees 
was  felt,  no  doubt,  all  over  Europe.  But  measm^es  re- 
garding France  were  adopted  in  England,  the  political 
expediency  of  which  was  not  viewed  in  the  same  light  by 
all  the  nation.  The  same  difference  of  opinion  arose  on 
subjects  regarding  the  British  government  itself.  Certain 
alterations,  relating  to  elections  of  members  of  parliament, 
had  been  thought  necessary  very  lately  by  some,  who 
now  declared  them  dangerous,  on  account  of  the  particu- 
lar circumstances  of  the  times.  I  soon  found  the  minds 
of  many  of  my  friends  alienated  from  and  exasperated  a- 
gainst  each  other  on  those  questions :  they  reciprocally 
accused  one  another  of  designs,  which,  I  am  convinced, 
none  of  them  harboured*  Could  I  have  given  credit  to 
I  their  mutual  accusations,  I  should  have  thought  their  re- 
ciprocal hatred  well  founded ;  for  those  who  could  endea* 
vour  to  establish  a  power  superior  to  law,  in  other  words, 
arbilary  power ^  in  England,  are  traitors  us  well  as  those 
who  could  abet  the  designs  of  if  ranee :  though  of  t}^e  twp, 
perhaps,  the  last  is  the  most  criminal ;  because  some  peo^ 
pie  may  be  absurd  enough  to  think  an  arbitrary  govern- 
ment expedient  in  the  present  times.  Put  no  man  of 
common  sense  can  believe  that  the  French  wish  well  to 
Great  Britain,  or  that  they  would  not  be  as  zealousjto  e& 
feet  its  ruin  under  a  republican  form  of  government  as 
under  that  which  it  at  present  enjoys. 

The  political  conduct  of  some  men  is  entirely  guided 
by  what  they  consider  as  their  interest,  though  contrary 
to  their  real  opinion  of  right  and.  wroiig:  but  the  rtal  o- 
pinions  of  (he  majority  are  gradually  modelled  by  const* 
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derations  of  interest ;  so  that»  in  political  matter^,  tliey 
eome  at  last  to  think  that  conduct  the  best  which  is  the 
most  convenient.  The  adherents  of  opposite  parties,  on 
former  occasions,  in  Great  Britain,  may  have  rcted  on 
such  principles;  hut  at  present,  independent  of  every 
sentiment  of  ])atriotism,  and  prompted  merely  by  the  sug? 
gestions  of  common  sense  and  self^nterest,  one  would 
imagine  tliat  the  cordial  union  of  ail  parties  cannot  be 
doubted  against  an  enemy  who  threatens  the  immediate 
pillage  and  permanent  deliasement  of  the  country.  The 
sealots  of  one  party  however  insinuated,  that  the  measures 
of  the  administration  evidently  tended  to  national  slavery 
and  bankruptcy  ;  and  those  of  the  other  asserted,  that  the 
principles  of  their  antagonists  would  immediately  intro^ 
duce  anarchy  and  all  the  atrocities  of  the  French  revolui- 
tioo.  Many  of  both  parties  made  these  declarations  from 
conviction :  but  the  loudest  clamours,  and  most  malignant 
personal  accusations,  came  from  mercenary  hirelings,  and 
men  whose  political  opinions  depended  entirely  on  their 
relation  or  connexion  with  some  leading  person  of  the  onp 
party  or  the  other. 

The  violence  which  took  place,  both  in  public  and  prif 
vate  debates,  on  political  subjects,  never  went  higher  than 
at  this  period.  In  some,  however,  this  violence  was  in- 
wanner  only,  and  without  personal  animosity.  One  dis^ 
tinguished  member  of  the  upper  house,  by  the  impetuosi* 
ty  of  his  manner  of  speaking  in  parliament,  and  by  some 
unguarded  expressions,  gave  great  offence,  and  made  his 
real  character  entij^ly  misunderstood ;  for  those  who  are 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  him  know,  that  his  natural 
di^sition  is  fs  friendly  and  benevolent  as  his  mind  is 
penetrating  and  acute ;  and  that  his  heart  is  so  devoid 
of  rancouf  or  ill*will,  that  he  would  not  neglect  any  op* 
portunity  of  doing  a  service  to  the  fiercest  of  his  political  * 
opponents. 

Tired  and  disgusted  with  the  scandals  and  calumnies 
which  were  daily  spread,  I  determined  to  withdraw  for 
some  time  from  the  country.  The  first  I  could  have  en* 
duved  :  all  who  mingle  much  in  general  society  are  fami* 
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Maii^ed  to  QCAodai :  it  giyes  &  rdUfa  to  convcraatioo,  more 
to  many  people'^s  tuste  than  evtn  wit ;  and  it  is  in6mt«l]r 
Hipre  at  sucli  peopVs  command.  Besides,  scandal  onljr 
^rcplaies  the  faults  it  suspects,  or  has  heard  mentioned  by 
others^  Calumny  is  more  wicked;  it  imputes  crtmea 
which  it  knows  to  be  false. 

Pretending,  therefore,  to  adopt  the  fears  of  my  brother* 
end  some  other  of  my  relations,  respecting  a  cough  I  had 
at  that  time,  I  agreed  to  go  to  Lisbon.-  As  soon  as  Tra« 
fers  he^rd  of  my  resolution,  he  fell  a-eoughing  direcUyf 
and  f««>d  the  pby^cian,  who  attends  his  uncle,  to  prescribe 
a  voyl^e  to  tiisban  as  the  sole  means  of  curing  it.  Tbm 
UQcle  became  so  imjpatient  for  Tom^s  d^Murture,  that  I 
W49  under  the  necessity  of  embarkmg  with  him  a  weel^ 
Moner  tbiin  I  intended.    Adieu ! 

«    i.  KoanAiTNiv 


LETTER  VIII. 
From  the  Same  to  the  Same, 

At  E  had  a  delightful  passage  to  Lisbon ;  Travers  lost 
bis  cough  as  soon  as  we  got  aboard  the  packet,  and  mine 
left  me  a  little  after  our  arrival  at  that  city. 

What  reinaini  of  the  old  town  gives  no  favourable  idea 
of  what  it  was  before  the  earthquake  in  1755,  The 
streets  being  narrow,  winding,  and  nasty.  In  planning 
the  new  town,  care  has  been  taken  to  preclude  many  of. 
the  inconveniences  of  the  old:  the  lastHoaentioned  seems 
to  have  been  less  attended  to  than  the  Qthers ;  but  the 
toewly*built  houses  are  larger,  the  streets  wider,  and  morf 
regular  than  those  of  the  old  ;  and  in  various  plaipes  they 
lead  into  squares,  of  which  the  old  town  was  destitute* 
The  most  extensive  and  most  magnificent  square  is  that^ 
one  of  whose  sides  is  formed  by  the  Palace  of  Inquisition  : 
it  would  be  thought  the  most  agreeable,  if  the  mind  were 
papable  of  any  agreeable  idea  while  in  oontemplation  of 
^h^t  building. 
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fiy  miaing  the  grmanA  wh«ro  ii  wm  U>o  h>w,  and  fistt 
tening  it  where  too  high,  the  nqpid  aseento  wd  4e8cettl  of 
die  stilts,  8o  fatiguing  in  the  ol4  town,  are  divainished 
io  the  new.  '% 

Borne  of  the  most  disgiMting  oii$tom$  that  are  the  sourca 
of  the  na8tines9  with  which  the  streets  of  Lisbon  are  oo« 
▼ered  still  continue.  Boots  may  protect  the  feet  of  tba 
street-walker  from  the  filth  of  the  streets ;  but  it  is  neces* 
sary  to  1>e  in  a  close  carriage  to  have  the  head  equally  8e# 
eare  from  that  which  is  thrown  from  the  windows. 

The  lanes  and  narrow  streets  are  nerer  deaned ;  iu 
aonseqaenee  of  which  some  are  dmost  entirely  ahoked 
up :  the  other  streets  would  be  left  to  the  same  fate»  were 
it  not  absolutely  necessary  la  den  them  preyious  to  the 
ceremony  of  psooessions. 

Several  of  the  new  streets,  though  planned,  are  not  eiw 
tirely  btiilt ;  many  vacandes  are  still  to  be  seen. 

The  houses  in  general,  previous  to  the  eartfaquake'1755, 
bad  the  melancholy  appearance  of  prisons,  with  small  wtn<> 
dows,  very  often  without  glass,  from  which  those  within 
could  see  the  passengers  in  the  street,  but  could  not  be 
seen  by  them  :  on  this  account  they  were  called  zdonas^ 
or  jealousies,  thdr  peculiar  structure  being  supposed  to 
have  originated  fitom  the  jealousy  of  husbands.  Indeed 
they  are  in  some  respects  emblematic  of  that  passion,  as  it 
formerly  manifested  itself  among  the  Spaniards  and  Por-» 
tuguese,  and  still  appears  among  the  Turks,  who  seem  to 
have  no  regard  to  what  the  inclinations  of  their  women 
are,  provided  they  can,  by  walls,  and  locks,  and  eunuchs, 
$ecure  their  persons  to  themselves. 

So  the  contrivers  of  those  zelosias  seem  to  have  had  no 
objection  to  their  wives  contemplating  the  passengers  in  « 
die  street,  provided  no  passenger  in  the  street  oould  ob-^ 
tain  a  single  peep  at  them.  Yet,  surely,  a  man  of  but  a 
moderate  share  of  refinement  or  delicacy  could  have  little 
enjoyment  in  a  woman  whom  he  holds  by  constraint  only, 
and  whose  heart  he  knows  to  be  with  another. 

The  houses,  since  the  year  17S5,  and  particularly  those 
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fatdy  imWti  Have  large  and  convenient  windows^  and  are 
in  genera)  four  or  6ve  storeys)  in  height. 

i  expressed  surprise  to  one  person  that  they  diould 
have  ventured  to  raise  bouses  to  such  a  height  in  a  town 
Ao  lately  overthrown  by  an  earthquake. 

*  It  is  because  it  has  been  so  lately  overthrown,'  he  re- 
plied^ ^  that  we  venture  :  for  as  other  capitals  in  Europe 
deserve  an  earthquake  as  much  as  LiriM»n,  and  none  of 
them  have  been  alarmed  with  more  than  the  finst  symp.^ 
toms  hitherto,  it  is  reasonalrfe  to  believe  that  they  will  all 
have  tlieir  turn,  aocovding  to  their  deserts ;  and,  of  eoiu*se, 
ik  wiH  be  a  long  time  before  it  comes  round  to  LisbcMi  a^ 
gain/ 

There  are  no  agreeable  puUle  walks  belonging  to  lis* 
bon,  though  no  spot  in  Euirope  unites  so  many  requisites 
for  forming  an  extensive  and  delightful  walk  as  the*banks 
of  the  Tagus  ne&r  that  city.  A  scheme  for  this  purpose^ 
I  am  told,  was  xmce  in  agitation,  but  it  was  dropped  on 
account  of  the  strange  indifference  of  the  inhabitants  for 
so  desirable  an  object. 

"  In  the  days  of  jealousy  the  women  were  noi;  permitted 
to  go  to  public  walks,  which,  of  course,  were  not  much 
frtequented  by  the  men  ;  ai<d  now,  i^hen  there  is  less  jea« 
lousy,  and  the  constraint  is  in  a  great  measure  removed, 
the  habit  of  keeping  within  ,doors  continues  with  both 
sexes. 

The  Portuguese  women  are  extremely  indolent :  their 
staying  so  much  at  home  does  not  proceed  from  attention 
to  their  domestic  concerns ;  their  chief  employment  and 
common  amusement  is  sitting  at  the  window,  beholding 
the  passengers,  who  are  now  permitted  to  behold  them  also. 

There  is  a  great  number  of  domestics  in  the  usual  esta- 
blishment of  a  family  in  tolerable  circumstances  at  Lis- 
bon ;  those  domestics  are  poorly  paid*  tawdrily  clothed, 
scantily  f^d,  and  as  insolent  as  their  masters.  When  a 
Portuguese  lady  goes  abroad,  if  abe  can  at  all  afford  it, 
she  uses  a  carriage ;  those  who  go  to  mass  a-foot  arie  ge^ 
nerally  attended  by  three  or  four  female  servants. 
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Tbal  the  Potiiqpiese  Bhoukl  entertain  a  saperfiuitjr  of 
servants  is  the  more  surprising,  because  a  great  number 
of  spies  are  employed  by  the  intendant  of  police  *  at  Lis- 
bon, and  because  there  is  reason  to  fear  that  some  of  those 
very  servants  are  engaged  for  that  infamous  purpose. 
Were  it  the  object  of  a  governmemt  to  vitiate  the  national 
character  and  def^ress  the  national  spirit,  it  could  not  use 
a  m<Hre  effectual  means  than  by  encouraging  and  reward*- 
ing  dcnnestic  ^es ;  the  infallible  consequence  of  which 
is,  to  tear  asunder  all  the  bonds  of  mutual  confidence  a- 
mong  men,  to  ^ead  di^rust,  hatred,  and  terror,  into 
every  breast,  to  make  them  trenri>le  at  the  mght  of  the 
most  subaltern  agent  in  office,  to  render  men  unhappy, 
and  to  deprive  them  of  every  claim  to  be  otherwise. 

In  spite  of  many  natural  advantages,  it  is  certain  that, 
by  the  debasing  influence  of  despotism  and  the  most  ab» 
ject  superstition,  Portugal  has  degenerated  into  one  of  the 
weakest  kingdoms  in  Europe.  The  common  people  seem 
to  be  more  oppressed  and  miserable  than  in  any  other 
country  I  am  acquainted  with  ;  their  misery  is  apparent 
in  their  dejected  looks,  and  in  their  meagre  bodies,  cover- 
ed with  rags  and  nastiness.  Those  willing  to  work  are 
not  paid  for  their  labour  sufficient  to  maintain  them ; 
many  of  them  are  kept  from  starving  by  soup,  chiefly 
consisting  of  the  washings  of  the  plates  of  convents,  after 
the  monks  have  dined. — Is  it  surprising  that  they  thieve, 
rob,  and  sometimes  assassinate  ? 

The  influence  of  the  monks  (for  I  am  told  that  the  se- 
cular clergy  are  in  less  estimation)  is  greater  in  Portugal 
than  in  any  Roman  Catholic  country  in  Europe.  I  am 
assured  that  there  are  not  a  great  many  families  in  Lisbon 
of  which  some  monk  or  other  has  not  the  chief  direction. 

Religious  processions  form  the  grand  and  most  interest- 
ing amusement  of  the  inhabitants  of  Lisbon ;  and  few 
things  can  convey  a  stronger  presumption  of  the  insipi* 
dity  of  their  usual  style  of  life  than  their  finding  any  a- 
musement  in  those  dreary  spectacles,  which  consist  of  a 
multitude  of  men  of  all  conditions,  dressed  in  robes  of 
different  colours,  with  a  white  sti^k  in  each  of  their  hands^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


dowly  foUowtng  the.  statue  of  8on«  mintt,  wilU  bmds  of 
iBUsie  at  intervals,  and  the  whole  closed  by  the  monks^crf^ 
whom  the  foregoing  saint  is  the  patnoa 

Yet  to  those  ceremonies  the  inhabttants  6f  Lid»Mi 
jQock  in  crowds,  and  behold  them  with  admiration*  Tire 
ladies  in  particular  sp&ad  several  dikjrs,  previous  to  sueh 
solemnities^  in  preparing  their  richest  attire;  and  on  tbm 
morning  of  the  happy  day,  having  exhausted,  all  the  ar&s 
of  the  toilet  to  draw  forth  their  charms,  they  place  them* 
selves  at  the  windows  and  balconies  by  which  the  proces- 
mon  is  to  pass,  perhaps  several  hours  before  it  does  pMa> 
Mud  there  exhibit,  no  doubt,  a  much  more  brilliant  and 
agreeable  spectacle  than  they  behiikl. 

On  the  festival  of  St.  Anthony  of  Padua,  his  statue  is 
carried  in  procession,  superbly  dressed  in  robes  of  silk, 
embroidered  with  gold,  and  studded  with  diamonds  and 
precious  stones,  borrowed  from  the  most  opulent  families 
in  Lisbon.  As  those,  jewels  are  supposed,  after  having 
touched  the  statue  of  the  isaint,  to  acquire  the  pow^  of 
preserving  the  person  who  wears  them  from  various  dis- 
eases, it  is  not  surprising  that  their  proprietors  should  be 
exceeding  willing  to  lend  them.  But  how  it  can  be  thought 
that  St.  Anthony,  who  was  of  all  mainkind  the  most  humble, 
who  turned  his  eyes  from  the  vanities  of  this  world,  and 
who,  to  the  most  sumptuous  robes,  preferred  the  coarse 
habit  of  a  Franciscan,  should  have  so  greatly  altered  his 
taste  in  dress  since  he  went  to  heaven,  as  to  choose  that 
of  a  coquette,  is  a  little  unaccountable* 

What  should  induce  the  ladies  to  assist  so  patiently  at 
those  processions  has  in  some  degree  been  explained. 
The  assiduous  attendance  of  the  men  with  their  cloaks 
and  white  sticks  must  be  imputed  entirely  to  superstitious 
.  motives;  A  notion  prevails,  that  by  following  soma  of 
those  processions,  in  that  mahder,  during  seven  successive 
years,  a  man  secures  himself  from  the  hazard  of  dying  in 
a  state  of  reprobation. 

After  what  I  have  written,  you  will  not  be  surprised 
that  I  did  not  find  the  climate  so  effectual  a  remedy  for 
|D^  old  complaint  of  tnnui  as  Ufit  my  cough« 
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Vhmre  it  Utile  Twi^y  at  Lisbon ;  one  week  it  .like  tbe 
whole  year,  and  the  whole  year  like  the  first  week,  I  dd 
not  believe  the  Portugsese  themselTes.  could  support  sucli 
ttnifohnity  were  it  not  tor  their  religious  ceremonies. 

Religion  seems  to  be  as  necessary  to  manUnd  as  water ; 
the  purest  of  both  is  the  most  saluUry ;  yet»  in  that  state, 
neither  please  theTulgar  palate.  In  all  ages  mankind 
hare  been  fond  of  adulterating  both  with  foreign  ingredi* 
ents :  those  ingre<UenU  are  often  of  an  intoxicating  qua* 
hty,  whieh  perverts-  their  beneficial  nature,  heats  men V 
brains;  renders  them  quarrelsome,  sometimes^  furious,  and 
makes  what  was  intended  as  a  blessing  operate  as  a  cursei 
Adieu !  my  dear  Sommers. 

J.   MLOEAAUNT. 


LETTER  IX. 
From  the  Same  to  the  Same. 

Thb  capiul  of  Portugal  differs  from  London  in  many 
respects ;  in  none  more  than  in  the  inhabitants  of  the 
former  seeming  to  be  all  of  the  same  way  of  thinking  on 
the  two  grand  sources  of  disputtj  among  mankind — reli- 
gion and  politics.  You  may  be  sure  I  speak  only  of  the 
natives;  Englishmen  dispute  every  where,  except,  per- 
haps. At  court.  The  same  friendly  professions,  and  the 
same  apparent  unanimity,  exist  at  this  court  as  at  our 
owB  t  whether  there  is  the  same  sincerity,  I  cannot,  on  so 
diort  an  acquwntance,  ascertain. 

The  same  short  acquaintance  precludes  me  from  a  tho» 
rough  knowledge  of  the  national  character.  What  qua- 
lities are  likely  to  predominate  among  a  people,  whose 
native  energy  is  controlled  by  despotism,  and  depressed 
by  superstition  ?-— Dissimulation,  fraud,  jealousy  ! 

There  is  no  mixing  with  the  natives,  unless  it  be  at 
the  entertainments  given  by  the  men  in  power,  or  by  some 
j^  the  diplomfttio  body :  at  the  former  the  company  is  ge- 
nerally too  numerous  to  admit  of  conversation,  and  top 
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49  MOBBAUNT* 

well  pleased  with  the  entertainment  to  differ  in  opuucMi 
from  the  entertainer. 

'  Whatever  falls  from  the  tongue  of.  monneiir  le  due, 
or  le  marquist  though  the  most  common-place  of-  all  ob^ 
servations-*- what^  to  use  an  expression  of  Dr.  Johnson, 
has  been  echoed  by  vlebeian  mouths^^^yei  is  sure  of  being 
heard  with  tokens  of  admiration  and  applause. 

At  the  house  of  one  rich  individual,  entertainments  of 
a  tnore  agreeable  nature  were  sometimes  ta  be  found* 
This  person  bad  travelled,  and  bad  married  a  foreign  lady 
of  great  beauty,  and  a  very  amiable  character.  The  hus- 
band was  at  once  vain  of  his  wife,  imd  jealouse  for  the 
first  he  had  great  reason,  for  the  second  none  at  all. .  Th^ 
conflict  between  those  discordant  passions  kept  the  un- 
happy man  in  continual  agitation  :  the  one  prompted  him 
to  give  frequent  entertainments,  th.e  other  made  him  sus- 
pect every  man  who  entered  his  house. 

His  lady  had,  on  various  occasional  satisfied  him  that 
his  suspicions  were  entirely  without  foundation :  but  it 
was  not  always  in  her  power  to  effect  this  before  he  had 
rendered  himself  ridiculous  by  betraying  them  to  public 
observation. 

The  lady  was  so  much  amused  with  the  natural  man* 
ner  and  humorous  remarks  of  Travers,  that  she  took  par- 
ticular pleasure  in  his  conversation.  The  husband  be- 
came jealous.  This  silly  disposition  of  the  man  had 
prompted  several  people,  who  otherwise  would  not  have 
dreamt  of  such  an  attempt,  to  try  to  involve  him  in  the 
misfortune  he  so  much  dreaded.  He  furnished  Travers 
with  an  additional  motive,  by  not  only  manifesting  bis 
jealousy  of  him  in  particular,  but  also  by  doing  it  in  a 
rude  manner.  Travers  determined  to  take  his  revenge 
by  the  means  of  the  lady.  I  endeavoured  to  turn  Tom 
from  this  project ;  being  convinced,  from  the  whole  of 
her  behaviour,  that  she  was  a  woman  of  sense  as  well  as 
of  virtue ;  and,  of  course,  that  he  would  be  repulsed  as 
soon  as  he  made  the  attempt. 

I  am  no  great  believer  in  the  seduction  of  married  wo- 
men.    I  greatly  suspect  that  many,  who  are  said  to  have 
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iMen  adiiMied,  have  fim  thrown  out  tome  Imre,  fome  ii»t 
vitation»  lo  the  seducer  (  or,  on  his  inking  the  first  adU 
vtmce^  have  met  him  part  of  the  way. 

The  moment  a  man  mentions  his  love  to  a  married  wo* 
man,  she  eannot  but  see  his  drift ;  after  which,  if  she 
perrails  him  tq  continue  or  renew  the  subjeet,  whet  coo* 
struction  can  be  made,  but  that  it  is  agreeable  to  her  f 

The  same  bolds^  when  a  married  man  talks  love  to  an 
ttDmarried  woman-^if  she  is  not  a  child  or  an  idiot,  die 
most  know  that  he  cannot  mean  honourable  love  {  she 
must  know  what  he  really  means :  and  she  who  allows 
herself  to  be  led,  though  by  a  circuitous  path,  to  the, 
point  she  has  in  her  eye,  cannot  be  said  to  be  seduced ; 
unless  it  is  thought  that  a  woman  may  be  seduced  with<» 
out  being  deceived. 

I  have  known. some  men  renowned  for  gallantry,  and 
considaied  as  powerful  seducers,  who,  while  they  iniagin* 
ed  they  were  triumphimtly  seducing^  found  themselves  mi- 
serably seduced* 

Flattery  and  eloquence  are  not  the  only  arms  of  seduc* 
tbn :  a  woman,  by  her  manner,  by  looks,  and  a  thousand 
silent  manoeuvres,  can  express  her  inclination  as  well  as 
by  wordsk  When  those  are  directed  by  a  lady  to  any 
particular  man,  before  he  speaks  of  love,  ehe  must  be  coun 
sidered  as  the  aggressor :  without  such  encouragement,  a 
man  of  discernment  will  not  address  her  on  (he  subject. 

In  what  language  can  a  man  mention  his  passion  to  a 
woman  whom  he  cannot  marry.  Let  hit^ .  vary  the  ex-« 
pression  as  much  as  he  pleases,  she  must  know  that  what 
he  solicits  would  infallibly  lower  her  in  the  estimation  of 
the  world,  and  probably  render  her  unhappy  for  life. 

How  then  could  he  make  a  proposal  of  this  nature  to 
any  woman  who  had  not,  in  some  part  of  her  conduct,, 
betrayed  a  predisposition  to  grant  it  ?  Fools  and  coxcombs 
may  do  it  every  day;  but  no  man  df  sense,  though  de-t 
mdot  principle,  will  risk  it  to  a  woman  whose  unifornir 
conduct  announces  her  to  be  virtuous. 

You  will  observe,  my  friend,  that  I  do  not  comprehend 
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the  unmarried  fn  the  argutnent;*  becausie  an  Unmarrred 
woman  tnay  be  induced  to  lislai  ta  A  specious  tillttln;'  In' 
the  same  situation,  who  addresses  hef  on  an  honourable^ 
pretence:  nor  do  I  include  children;  even  although  they 
be  tnarried  ;  for  in  this  class  tvbmeri  of  twenty  years  of 
age,  whose  understandings  are  only  equal  to  those  of  t^n^ 
may  be  fairly  comprehended. 

'"In  the  present  itidtance,  however,  Travere  was  not  rtiis- 
leif  as  many  are,  by  self»conceit ;  but  he  was  convhiced 
that  the  husband^s  unreasoniable  jealousy  would  provoke 
ihe  lady  to  a  degree  that  would  overpower  every  other 
consideration. 

'  She  knetr  that  h^  husband  had  behaved  with  uftpolite- 
ness  to  Travers,  and  that  Travers  had  borne  it  with  great 
temper  and  moderation.  On  meeting  him,  therefore,  at? 
Ae  house  of  one  of  her  friends,  while  the  mistress  of  the 
house  was  otherwise  engaged,  she  made  an  apology  to 
hirt  for  hefr  husband*s  behaviour^  adding,  that  he  '  was 
now  sensible  that  he  had  been  in  the  wrong.' 
•  '*  He  has  been  so  often  in  the  wrong,  m  that  way^  liia- 
dam,'  said  Travers,  'that  it  is  high  tiuie  that  you  should 
pttt  bim  rh  the  right/ 

'  He  then  insinuated,  pretty  distinctly,  that  he  would  be 
extremely  happy  to  go  halves  with  her  in  this  act  of  just- 
ice. 

The  lady  was  a  good  deal  confounded  at  the  hint^ 

'  Travers  atteiiipted  to  demonstrate  how  richly  her  hus- 
band deserved  this  kind  of  treatment  at  her  hands. 

*  Iri  matters  of  this  kind,'  said  she,  with  a  severe  air, 
*"  I  do  i*iot  consider  simply  what  another  deserves,  but  al- 
so what  is  becoming  for  myself;  for  which  reason,  I  musfi 
Aow  inform  you,  that  I  never  expect  to  see  you  again  at 
my  husband^s  house.' 

*  Nay,  my  dear  madam,*  resumed  Travers  with  cool- 
nes8»  *  in  the  hint  I  threw  out  I  had  an  eye  to  your  be- 
nefit Bs  well  as  ray  own,  and  in  my  opimon  nothing  «ai» 
be  more  equitable  :  but  if  yon  have  seruples,  there  is  an 
end;  for».in  all  transactions,  I  am  clear  fur  making  every 
allowance  for  tender  consciences/ 
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•  So  &ying»  Ke  made  a  very  obsequious  boi^  to  the  lady, 
alitt'jaiheil'the  redt  of  the  company  wtth  such  a  Careless 
ait^  that  iiobody  siispected'that  there  had  been  any  thin;^ 
mngulslr  in  tlie  dialogue,  especially  as  the  lady  Kers<^lf 
CDuId  not  help  simling^  when  he  left  her.  ' 

Though  she  had  removed  ail  her  husband's  siisplicions  of 
Travers,  she  i^uld  nbt  pfeverit  ri^w  bnfes  arising.  The 
brain  of  this  unfortunate  husband  was  a  loom  in  whidi' 
jSUkKisj^  was  bontinttally  Weavitig  ideal  websof  cuckoldbni.* 

-^  Break  <fne  CobWcb  thro% 

He  spiHa  Uie  fllij^t,  8elf«Wi«^  web  arie^.*  ^ 

Whefi  Travers  inforrii^  mfe  of  the  eclaira'iiemiU  h^' 
kiol  bad  with  the  lady;  he  observed  that  it  ^ould  be  diffl<b 
ddit  to  deeide  whether  the  husband  or.  wife  was  the  gf^at-i 
est  original ;  she,  in  continuing  faithful  to  such  a  faUs^ 
band-;  or  heift  being  jealous  of  stich  a  wife.'  *  Or,  in. 
deed/  added  Il€f,  '  in  tormenting  himself  sb  mtich  about* 
dt^  matter,  althdilgfa  bis  sUs|)icio]is  we're  better  founded; . 
Tke  mftn  ha^  lived  in  bther  Countries/  continued  Tratei*Si 
<  b^ide»  Portugal  and  Bpain«  Is  it  not  astbiiidhhi^,  that' 
a  residence  of  several  years  in  France,  his  having  visited 
iliost  of  the-  courts  of  Europe,  bils  not  familiarized  his 
mtnd  to  an  accident  to  which  the  worthiest  of  mankind 
are  exposed,  aifd  of  which,  during  his  travels,  he  rbust 
ha^e  kno#n  so  many  instances :  besides.  He  tviight  know 
tHat  it  ii  a  misfortune  that  i^  most  likely  to  befall  thosc^ 
who  live  in  the  greatest  dread  of  it,  and  who  ttfke  the 
greatest  pains  td  pniveiit  it.  l>'or  my  part,  I  db  not  fidd 
fault  with  the  lady  for  not  relisbing  me,  becatrse  tastes 
are  not  to  be  disputed  ;  but  if  her  husband  cc^ntinues  to 
tease,  and  treat  her  in  a  manner  she  so  little  deserves,  I 
hope  she  will  at  last  have  the  spirit  to  make  him  what,  if 
common^  justice  had  been  done^  he  \to'uld  have  been  long 
ago.' 

<  Do  you  not  perceive,  my  dear  Trav«rs,*  said  I,  *  that 
what  you  call  justice  cannot  be  executed  on  this  man^ 
without  destroying  his  wife's  peace  of  mind.' 

*  Pope. 
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<  If  80/  replied  be,  M  am  glad  I  watnot  tlie  exeeU' 
Uooer  of  justice<««-tb(High  I  think  it  is  ptiy,  that  a  maa 
who  so  richly  deserves  it  cannpt.  be  dubbed  a  cuckold 
without  disturbing  his  wife^s  peace,  of  mind  ;  and  I  must 
regret  my  ill-fortune  in  meeting  with  a  woman  x>f  so  pe*. 
culiar  a  way  of  thinking/ 

All  endeavours  to  sjEitisfj^  €api*loe.  are  vain.  Though* 
the  husband  had  expressed,  discoatent  ftt  Traverses  vints, 
he  no  sooner  remarked  that  he  absWned  from  making 
them,  than  he  told  his  wife,  it  would  have  a  strange  ap- 
pearance to  th^  world  if  Mr*  Trav^sa  did  Aot^eometo  his 
hause^a0 formeriy^  that  ii  might afordoaluttny  a cttour 
fiHr  insiituating  that  Jie  himsdf  iwaa  je^dou^i^he,  thei«ibte», 
desired  she  would  pre&»^  Mc^  Traveifi  to 'Oone  to  .their 
house  as  usual.  >                     «    .  .v 

.  Though  the  lady  ^ad  never*  givani  the  leait  hiiH  to  her 
husband  of  what  had  paasedrbeiweea  hev  and  Travera, 
yet  she  positively  refused  this.;.'  teUng  her  hiisband,  that 
as  the  gentleman  had  staid  away  oa  aeoount  of  his  behavi* 
our,  it  was  his  biisiness  to  ipivlte  him^.  if  Jie  wkbed  him 
to  return.  .»;.  •■'  i  .  ':. ■ 

The  husband  invited  Travfraaoeordingly,  and  m  my 
presence. 

Travers  thanked  Iiim;^  buisaid,  at  the  same  time, 
<  that  he  would  noa'avail  himself  .ef  the  permiasioa,  be- 
cause one  gtfeat  object  ^of  his  visits,  be  now.found^  could 
not  he  accomplished^' 

*  I  am  sorry  for  that^?*  siuid  the  husband; 

<  So  am  I,*  rejoined  Traarem^ 

<  Pray,-  what  is  it  ?^  said  the  husband. 

<  It  is  not  worth  mentioning/  reptied  Travers. 

<  I  should  do  all  in  my  power  to  promote  your  viewa^ 
if  I  only  knew  what. they  were,'.said  the  husband. 

<  You  have  done  that  alfeady ;  but  all  will  not  do/ 
replied  Xr^vers,  and  then  walked  away« 

<  He  is  a  strange  kind  of  a  man,  this  friend  of  youri/ 
said  tlie  husband,  after  Travers  was  gone. 

<  He  was  thought  a  little  singular/  replied  I,  <  even  i^ 
England.' 
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Soon  ftfter  tins  vre  made  arrangeroents  (br  our  jotirn«y 
|a  Spain*  of  Urbicb  I  shall  ^ve  you  wfHne  account  in  ipy 
MJit.    Meaawbiie^  I  am,  &e. 

^  Jr  MOBBAUNT. 


UeWTERX. 

".  Ttic  Same  in  Continuation,^ 

1  aEMKMBBB  youf.madebiavy  con^ai«tsy<iny  dear  co« 
Icmel,  of  tbe  brevky.ofjny  Itttacs-friyin  Portugal  an4 
Spani.;  aadas  I  ««feiired  you  tpTcaH^atSifqir  a  more  poj-^ 
tiettlacacflmMit  of  tbesa  ci>uiiliie%  you  mot^  to  l^ie,  after 
bis  return  to  England,  that  I  might  just  a&  well  have  ro» 
ferred  .you  te  .-4  otiurkr.  jirbo  'bad  fwaaad  through  them 
once :'.  that  ibe  sum  of  !wbatyai»  leavmt  fims  Travers  was 
that  -^.^le  £or1»igi|sae^iWec&'.lb&  ttosi^zeidous.  aiid  most 
viocfietiveiChriatkmsimiiad  .cyer  bniorim^  tli«t  &?y  pro* 
fiessed  die'/forgiveoesscof  anyuriefti^  and  Mviasiiiated  their 
enemies :  that  the  men  in  Spain  were  proud  and  lazy  ;  tliat 
the  women  weiemoi  jaMaernred  as  the.  meo^rdanced  the 
fandango  with  great  spirit,  and  would  be  more  attractive 
if  Ibey  would  forego  the  uas^of  garlic/ :  I^must  assure  you, 
my  ftiend,  tba|  TsavevsV  aeoount  is^  not  so  defeotiTa  as  you 
seem  to  iiiaagiae*  .1  do*  not  \know  that  I  can  OMike  any 
essential  addition.  It  would  be  ridieulous.in  one,  who 
did  little  more  <  than  pass  tbnougk  those  countries,  to 
attempt  a  very  circumstantial  descriptioii  of  their  manners  ; 
but,  in  compliance  with  your  rec^uest,  so  earneuly  made, 
particularly  in  your- bu»tletter)  yousbi^l  have  my  refollec* 


When  every  thing  was  prepared  for  our  journey  to 
Spain,  I  hired  a  boat  for  Aldea  Gallega,  where  we  landed 
in  about  three  hours.  I  immediately  nv^de  au  agreement 
with  ft  muleteer,  for  the  transportation  of  ourselves  and 
baggage  to  Badajos,  the  frontier  town  of  Spain ;  but  I 
neglected  to  have  the  terms  pot  in  writing  and  signed,  t 
found  the  ill  consecjuences  oftfais  omis^n  when  wearrived 
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at  Estr^mos  ;  for  he  there  insisted  on  having  the  whole 
Qioney  advanced  immediately,  declaring,  at  tlie  sametrme; 
that  I  had  bargained  to  give  him  double  the  sura  fer  wfai^ 
I  had, in  reality  agreed. 

Though  I  detest  all  kin^  of  yrangling  with  innkeepers, 
ppstmasters,  and  postillions,  a  d  submit,  as  patiently  afl( 
paost  people,  to  their  extortions  on'  a  journey,  yet  I  wa^ 
so  provoked  wijh  the  iropudenqe  of  t{iis  fellow  that  I 
detei^mined  to  complain  to  a  magistrate. 

It  required  all  my  influence  with  Travers  to  preveqi 
him  from  making  a  good  caiise  a  bad  one,  by  threshing 
the  lAuletcer.  I  persuaded  him,  ai  last,  i6  to^ve  the 
settling  6f  the  business  to  me,  while  he  amused  himself 
l)y  sai^ntering  through  the  town ;  which,  by  the  way,  is 
a  very  pretty  ohe. 

'  I  was  conducted  to  the  house  of  a  judges  he  happened 
to  be  in  the  middle  of  his  a1fterho6n%  sleep,  i  do*  ndt 
know  that  I  couM  haVe  prevailed  on  any  of  his  family  10 
have  awhk^ned  him,  had  I  desired  it ;  but' all  my  impa- 
tience to  obtain' justice,  and  have  the  rascally  tniileteer 
{)uhkhed,  was  not  siifficiient  to  make  me  venture  on  a 
incasure  wh?ch'  might  have  ruined  the  best  caiiise,  not  tk 
Portugal  onlyV  but  in  any  coiihtry  in  Chfisfendbm.  1 
thereffore  begged  that  his  worship  might  not  be  dfetUrKed. 
'i— I  will  not  atisert  that  I  waited  pcttttnttyl' for  Itt^  took  li 
monstrous  long  hap ;  but  I  certkiiilv  waited  until  he  a- 

•lrt)ket'  •••  •  '     -  •"'"• '      ^    '  •     .    '     '  "^  \  ""      ' 

•'  ihad  reason  to  flatter  myself,  from  the  length  ofhiii 
Tcptosei^'that*  1  shb61d  find  him  iri  very  good^-humoiir,  and 
-dtspdsed  tb  do  justice  it"  feast  When  1  ent^i^d'tfife 
rooni',  where  he  iat  upori  a' bench,  hef  cKd'  not 'rise,  nor 
teem  to  take  any  notice  of  me.  *  This  judge,*  thought 
I,  *  is  a  man  of  little  ceremofiy  J  but  men  of  plain  manners 
are  dftdh  more  equitablfe  than  thbse  Who  are  over  ^lite. 
1  was  confirmed  frt  my  lavdbrabfc  opinion  oflhini,  whefe 
I  saw  him*  stretch 'but^rs  hafid  towards  me.  A*  I  itn^'- 
gihed  he  '^ia^ett  to  i^akfe  hand%  With  me,  I  hdd  forVn  mine 
to  him  :  he  evaded  laying  Tiold  of  it,  and  in  a  surl^  accew^ 
i^id— <  I  want  your  agrcf  tncnt  Avith  t^he  tnuleteer.*'  •  \  ** 
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^  I  have  no  written  agreement/  said  I.     ^'        . 
*  Wl^  thcB  came  you  here  ?  Send  the  muleteer  to  mcf 
and  come  yourself  afterwaids.t 

I  had  not  time  to  make  any  observation  on  this  abrupt 
decision^  for  the  judge  instantly  rose  and  withdraw. 

Insolence,  I  believe,  raises  stronger  indignation  timtf 
even .  injustice.  '  If  this  fellow  bad  behaved  with  dvility, 
and  decided  in  favour  of  the  muleteer,  I  should  not  have 
been  half  so  much  provoked  as  I  was  at  the  insdenoe  of 
his  manner. — How  comes  this  ?  For  no  better  reoBon^  I 
am  afraid,  than  because  .pride  is  less  wounded  by  the  oner 
than  the  other.  For  the  same  reason  a  continual  observ- 
ance of  littfe  attentioiis.makes.more  friends  than  real  sejrv-: 
ices.  Real  services  relieve  our  wants,.. attentions  fiatten 
otxr  pride :  our  wants-  are  removed,  our  pride  remains,  i 

When  I  returned  to- the  inn,  I  found  two  men  standing 
by  my  baggage ;  on  my  aatdiig  their  business^  they  told 
me  that  they  had. been. placed  there  jto  prevent  any  of  it 
from  being  removed.  I  thanked  them  fpr  their  care^  and 
wad  at  the  same  time  going  to  take'  up  a  small  box>  in 
which  somQ  letters  and  ottier  papers  were ;  but  one  of 
them  iiiter|)osed,  saying,  '  thajL  no  part  of  the  baggage 
must  be  touched,  -Either  by  mie  or  any  other  person^  till 
my  diapate  with  the  muktoer  wiis  decided.^^ 

In. the  meantime  the  muleteer  hayiug,..as  I  afterwaida 
vnderslood^:. borrowed  sctoe  money  from  the  innkeefter, 
«et  off  for  the  beyse  oi'  the  judge.  I  rteeived  an  ocdcr 
•ooa  after  U>  attend  his  woriiiip  alst»*  ;  '  i 
A  good'dealai^ni^bedat  those  proceedings,  and  having 
«maU  bop^s  that  thi^  jndge.  would  be  more  inclined  to  do 
jne  justice  after,  the  represeniatiop  of  tlje  muleteer  than 
)ie  was  bi^fore,  I.  wislied  to  tell  my  story  to  some  disinter^ 
ested  and  resp^^Ue  inhabitant  of  the. town. 
.  I  stepped  to  a  servat)t  'WI>OiStQod  at  the  door  of  a  hduse 
of  agenteeler  appearaDce>l^l|an  ordinary;  and  being  inf 
formi^d  (hat  .the. master  xV^as; within^  I  desired  to  apeak  to 
him. .  IrYb^i^  I  wa£).«4ipiUi^di.  afteri pushing  his  wife  and 
daughters  out  of  the  roop»;:inUl-Aai  inner  one^  haasked 
whaj  wi|S;|ny  bvisipesS^f  .  o;  .j     >  ..<..:  
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<  I  am  an  Englfebnan^  tir*^  nad  I»  ^  and  fiadrng  mj^ 
ielf  in  danger  df  being  grossly  imposed  on  by  the,  muleteer 
whom  I  hired  at  Aldea  Gallega*  I  ha:ve  taken  the  liberty 
to  call  on ' 

<  You  must  apply  elsewhere^'  said  he  intent^ting  m^  ; 

<  I  am  no  justice  of  the  peace** 

<  The  master  of  this  bouse  ought  to  be  a  gentleoMMi,* 
aaid  I9  ^  which  I  am  certain  th^  justice  whom  I  applied 
to  is  not  In  England,  sir,  if  you,  or  any  stranger,  were 
to  daim  the  protection  of  a  gentleman  agfunst  impositioo, 
you  would  be  sure  of  obtaining  cedress^* 

^  I  have  BO  intention  of  erer  going  to  England,*  replied 
he,  and  immediately  wwt  into  the  inner  room,  sbutdog 
the  door  after  him* 

In  the  whole  course  of  my  life  fneiFer  had  a  greater 
desire  for  any  thing  than  I  had  to  serve  this  fellow  as 
Travers  would  have  served  the  muleteer ;  if  he  had  not 
ctisqipeared  so  expeditiously,  a  disi^eeable  scene  would 
assuredly  have  taken  phioe. 

On  returning  to  the  street  I  met  a  ofergyman.  Men 
aro  never  so  ready  to  think  of  the  next  wcM'ld,  andtoi^ 
ply  to  those  who  are  supposed  to  have  an  interest  in  it» 
as  when  they  meet  with  injustioe  in  this  ;-*there  was  be* 
sides  an  expression  of  good  sense  and  benigmty  in  tbia 
man*s  countenance,  which  iodueed  me  ot  aeeost  bam. 

When  he  heard  my  atory,  be  sauU  «  That  ai^  the 
9uu^is  de  Pombal  had  banished  the  Jesuits  for  meddling 
in  temporal  afihirs,  the  clergy  were  commanded  to  leave 
entirely  to  the  justices,  who  were  appointed  and  paid  by 
the  queen,  the  settling  of  every  diqmte  of  this  ni^ure.^ 
While  he  was  speaking  to  me^  a  stout  friar,-  with  an  ex*. 
pression  of  countenance  very  diflferent  flrom  that  of  the 
ecclesiastic  with  whom  I  conversed,  happened  to  pass.*- 

<  Do  you  know,*  said  he,  in  a  loud  and  surly  tone>  <  that 
you  are  talking  with  an  English  heretic^ 

<  That  is  his  misfortune,*  replied  the  other,  <  It  would 
be  strange  for  one  of  our  cloth  to  refuse  to  speak  with  » 
man  because  be  is  unfortunate.* 

Th^  fri^r  having  no  answer  to  make  widked  on  frowning* 
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^  I  hope,  resaimd- die  other^  in  a  \om  voi«e,  tnd  look- 
ing after  him,  ^  the  English  heretio  is  a  better  man  than 
ttie  catholic  friarr^ 

He  then  told  me,  that  he  was  the  vxqbt  of  the  parish, 
and -would  be  glad  to  b^  of  servioe  to  me ;  <  but/  added 
be,  <  the  government  is  now  as  jeaidus  of  men  of  my  cloth 
interfering  in  matters  of  the  nature  you  complain  of  as  e. 
ver  the  inquiadon  was  of  laymen  n^eddling  in  affairs  of 
roKfbn.^— Indeed,  «f,'  eonlintied  he,  *  honesty  is  not  con. 
imtered,  in  this  .ceunttyv  as  essentially  connected  with  re, 
ligton.  To  infuse  thespiiit  of  benevolence,  and  prevail 
en  men  to  Fegulale  their  ^Kstions  i^  strict  integrity,  is  a 
more  difficult  ^  task  than  to 'persuade  them  to  the  perform^ 
anee  of  certain  ceremonies,  by  which  they  compensate  for 
a  liuJnre  in  moral  duties.  The  vnlgur  mind  cannot  ima- 
gine timt  tlie  Deity  ie  not  bttler  pleased  with  pompous 
processionsin  honour  of » himself  than  fnmpie  fair  dealing 
of  men  with  each  otber:  the  €fieediest  way  of  convincing 
the  multitude  is  by  inflaming  their  passions.  It  is  gene-, 
rally  fruitlesa,  and  somedmes  not  very  safe,  to  endeavour 
to  persuade  them  that  the  cei^tfionies  of  religion  are 
of  little  benefit  without  probity.  The 'very  judge  of  whom 
yea  eomplain  is  a  Constant  afiendant  at  mass,  and  repeats 
his  prayers  with  much' apparent  pi«yi  yet  I  am  of  opi- 
nion that  a  small  bribe  «rill'di8poi»e*him  more  to  do  you 
justice  than  all  tli^  religion  he  possesses,* 

^  You  lay  more  str^soii  a  Atan*s  moral  conduct,  father^ 
than  on  hisri%tous seatimi^nts,* isiaid  I. 

*  I  lay  more  str^ess  on  a  matfs  moral  conduct  than  on 
his  religious  profivdons^^  rejrfied  he.  *  Yet  still  religion 
is  <if  more  importance  than  morality,  because  in  genuine 
religion  morality  is  included;  whereas  in  morality  reli-f 
gion  is  not  included,  though  absolutely  necessary  for 
men's  happiness.  I  am  convinced,  therefore,  that  it 
would  be  of  infinite  .importance  to  the  moralists  to  have 
more  religicm  $  and  I  believe  also  it  would  be  good  for 
many  professors  of  religion  to  have  more  morrfity,' 

The  frank  and  friendly  behaviour  of  this  priest  pleased 
me  greatly. 
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<  I  ]}a¥e  a  great  notion,  fatfaeV  swl  I, '  tbatyot  ire 
Wt  a  ^ativ^  of  this  country' 

He  threw  his  eyes  on  the  ground,  and  aighed.    . 

*  Indeed*  sir»^  replied  be,  *  I  am  not  I  was  born  in 
Ireland.  I  came  hither  very  early  in.  life.  You  mmi 
Vnow,  that  in  that  country  it  waaa  crime  formarly,  «i  the 
eye  of  the  Iaw»  for  a  catholic  parent  to  educate  bis.  off* 
spring  in  the  catholic  religion,  though  he  tQight  think 
that  his  children's  salvation  depended  6n  it*  You  pro^ 
liably  think  this  opinion  false,  sir ;  liut  you  must  admit 
that  it  was  a  dreadful  bardslup  on  tbooe  who  believed  it 
to  be  true  :  tlie  puuisbm^t  for  infriij^ing  it  was  impri^ 
somnent  and  confiscatioa  of  property.  My  father  how- 
ever ventured  to  send  me  to  a  catboUc. school  at  Lisbon;. ' 
this,  in  spite  of  the  pains  taken  to  coaceal  it» .  was  disco.} 
vered  by  the  rectoi^  of  the  parisli^  vbo  was  aUo  a  magis^ 
trate,  and  whose  Uviag,  a  very  ceosideraUo  oaef  was  der 
rived  from  the  tithes  of  my  fMhefs  estate*  and  from^  hia 
catholic  tenants.  This  man  caused  my  fath^  to  be  apt 
prebended,  a^d  tlirown  into  pj|;iso^,  fpr  ii^ving  sent  Ma 
son  into  a  popish  school  abcoadt 

*  The  rector  bad  formerly  attempted,  .to  persuade  a  cib 
iholic  relation  of  my  fatberV  to  Wome  a  protestant^ 
but  he  bad  ^iled-7tbe  man  afisertii^  that  he  was  fully 
convinced  of  the  truth  of  hi^  own  faith.  After  my  &tber> 
imprisonment,  however,  bci  began  to  ace  tbii^  in  a  difr 
ferenC  light*  ^^  listened  witb  mo^e  compt^tceney  |o  the 
arguments  of  the  re^r,  who  ia  a  short  time  .persuaded 
bim  of  the  errojira  of  ffipt^nyr  and  bad  the  bpnpur  of  con- 
yerting  hiip  entirely  to  the  protestant  religion.  Tbn 
new  convert  immodiately  filed  a  bill  of  discovery  agtunst 
(uy  fatiier'a  ^st^te^  and,  as  bis  nearest  protestant  relation^ 
got  ppssession  of  it»  My  poor  father  died  ip  pvison»  and 
I  contviued  in  tbi^  couotry^^ 

1;  ol>serve4»  in  answer  to  him,  that  many  of  the  Iaw^  of 
which  be  complained  we^e  no  longer,  e^) forced.— -*  Yqu 
are  too  weli  informed,  father,^  jcontinued  I,  *'  not  to  kno^ 
^hat  persecution  has  been  oftever  and  more,  s^y.crely. exer- 
cised dgaimi  protectants   than  by  them.     The  borrj^iji 
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ppaciice,  I  hope,  is  near  an  end  oil  both  silies ;  and  the 
time  at  no  ^reat  distance,  wbeti  your  oonntryiacn,  of 
both  persuasions,  will  be  equally  sensible  that  it  is  their 
comimm  interest  to  unite  agatiist  a  foreign  enemy,  wiio^ 
"with  a  eontempit  for  both  rdigtons,  has  no  other  view 
than  to  seise  their  property  and  enslave  their  coundrjt 
As  soon  as  your  catholic  countrymen  have  shown  th«t 
this  is  their  way  of  thinking,  I  dare  say  they  will  be  put, 
in  all  respects,  on  a  footing  with  those  of  the  estabKshed 
religion.* 

*  Heaven  grant  it  V  replied  the  priest ;  <  for  I  hav« 
seen  enough  of  the  world  to  be  convinced  that  there  are 
good  men  and  had  men  in.  all  religions ;  that  men  ooght 
not  to  be  punished  on  acoonnt  of  their  opinions,  becaose 
opinion  does  not  depend  on  will,  and  because  conscienti« 
ous  and  intrepid  people  only  are  the  suf^rers  by  such 
persecution,  those  <>f  a  different  charficter  being  sure  to 
pretend  a  change^  of  opinion  from  interest,  or  through 
fear.  Of  this  I  have  seen  so  many  examples  in  this  ooan«> 
try,  and  have  heard  of  so  many  in  th«  country  I  ^igii»* 
ally  eame  from,  that  I  am  fully  convinced  that  persccu^ 
tibn  cai)  neither  make  convei^  in  religion  nor.  in  loyalty, 
though  It  daily  makes  hypooritos  in  both.  |  have  heaid, 
-though  I  can  hardly  give  credit  to  it,  that  it  has  been 
proposed  in  Irelai>d,  that  no  K<>man  ca^hoiic  skoaid  be 
allowed  to  speak /to  a  pmtestaat  with  his  hat  on«  This 
Tievice  fdr  making  ckHiverts  is  ecfrtainly  preferable  to  per- 
secutioin,  and  may  be  considered*  by  some  as  being  every 
whit  as  ingenious  as  it  is  new ;  yet,  after  aH,  it  will  ap.' 
pear  a  little  preposterous  to  allure  men  toa religion  whidi 
tecommends  hiitoility  by  addressing  their  vanity.  '  ; 

<  These  sentiments,  sir,  plain  and  obvious  as  you  may 
think  tbem,  I  am  cautious  6f  declaring  in  tMs  place; 
but,  in  spite  of  the  original  injustice  which  obliges  me  In 
reafide  here,  my  h#ai<t  warms  and  opens  as  often  as  I  meet 
with  a  countryman ;  and  I  never  liave  had:reasoii  to  re- 
pcnf  of  the  confidence  I  placed  in  any  of  them.^  » 

'   While  I  wa*  Expressing  the  *sett6^'.I  had  of  the  kind 
fnd  frank  behaviour  ^f-  this  worthy  Irisbcpan,  b<  cnt^r^ 
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rupted  me,  Myiog,<^<  Now,  my  clear  Wi  I  believe  I  can 
be  of  service  to  you.  I.  mi  fUMjuaioted  with  i\M  offic^r^** 
continued  he,  ^  whom  you  see  coming  \ip  th^  street :  ]]# 
is  a  Frenchman  by  birth^  has  a  (rammaiid  i^(  liESlv^Sr  ai»4 
bas  it  in  his  power  to  dp  you  speedy  imtke ;  and  I  mat 
sure  he  will  have  it  in  his  incUna^n»  ibr  be  isr  a  niaa  of 
honour/ 

The  vicar  introduced  me  tQ  the  .officer^  and^  told  bw 
my  story.  He  returned  with  me  to  the  inn^  and  sent  an 
order  for  the  judge  to  attend  him  tber^, .  which  He  Ib* 
stantly  obeyed,  with  an  air  very  differeptfrvim.lhat  with 
which  he  had  a  little  before  received  meiiio  his  pwp  boiiMSfe^ 
all  his  insolence  was  converted  into  Qb9eqMio^slle»8•  The 
c^cer  told  him,  in  pretty  shaip  ternas^.  that  hejn«ist  he 
conscious  that  the  miijieteer'*s  .demands  wene.-mcte  tban 
double  wliat  was  reasonable;,  and  exceeded  the  visual  ^{Hriee 
in  a  still  greater  proportiont  The  jfidge  acjknor^^ledged 
this,  made  a  very  humble  apology  for.  baving  .psid  toe 
mviiii  attention,  to  the  representatioasi>pf  .tbe\ii^I^eer» 
and  directly  ordered  him  to.  pri/spm  iQ^havi,Bg'dQ«eived 
him.  The  officer  then  invijted  Tx:avei?s  aod  me  ]U>4i  feM 
in  his  carriage  to  Elvas,  which  li^«on  Qur.^wajr  ioUie 
frontier  of  Spain.  Of  this  we  accepted,  after  having  ii^ 
l^rceded  for  the  muleteer,  who  thought  himself  very  for- 
tunate to  be  quit  for  two  hoard  imprisomi^nt,  and  the 
full  price  for  which  I  had  bargained. . 

Leaving  our  baggage  U>  the  aervants^  who  wcste  to  tnr 
vel  with  the  mules^  we  proceeded  in  the  officeis^s  carriage 
to  Elvas. — <  Though  you  are  consetou^*  said  be^  *  that 
there  has  been  no  egression  or  injustice  exercised  in  tbis 
present  instance,  but,  on  the  contrary^  that  fraud  has  beep 
prevented,  the  summary  and  arbitary  uianner  in  which 
this  matter  has  been  decided  naturally  surprise  Englisb* 
men,  who  are  accustomed  to  regular  and  tedious  l^al 
processes.  Such  formal  proceedings  would  not  do  here. 
The  P<n'tuguese,  instead  of  employing  an  advocate  to 
plead  bis  cause,  endeavours  to  bribe  the  judge,  or  whets 
jii;}  stiletto,  and  waylays  the  witnesses.  I  remember  that, 
thirty  years  ago»  when  I  first. came  \nW  this  s^rviccj,  a 


Digitized  by 


Google 


llOtliJUTVT.  61 

{iirocess  was  begun  figftinst  a  man  for  thd); :  the  judge  ap. 
pmnled  aflitufe'day  Kht  ettmining  several  witnesses,  who, 
it  was  assertfed,  would  prove  the  man's  guilt :  before  that 
daj  a<nved  dlt  dte  witnesses  were  assassinated. 

'  The  generality  6f  the  people  have  no  distinct  idea  of 
jmtice;  the  J  do  not  consider  the  equity  of  a  sentence^ 
but  how  to  preclude  it,  or  how  to  be  revenged  on  those 
wim,  by  theirtestMnbby  or  judgment,  have  subjected  them 
to  it. 

'''  When  the  }iippeT  rieuiks  of  the  nation  have  any  Ittiga- 
tioii;  their  <^htef  endeavour  is  to  gun  the  judge,  which  is 
usualijr iacieompiish^d  by  out-bribing  their  opponent;  or^ 
if  they  dinnot  .do  that;  their  next  care  is  to  apply  to  some 
person  df  inihtehce  at  d)urt,  who,  they  imagine,  can  con- 
ti>dlrl  the  judgl^^  This  the^  6a\\  cfiiptngho^  or  protection ; 
and  he  wh6  Is  so  fortunately  connected,  that  he  can  bring 
an  irresistible^  power  of  this  empengho  into  action  as  often 
as'hehasa  causi^de][)ending,  would  be  thought  a  fool  if 
betymittftdtoddso;^ 

I  observed  to  the  officer,  <  that,  with  all  the  inoonve- 
irienees  of  ddlky  and  expense  attending  lawsuits  in  £ng- 
hud,  burtnethod  dfadnlitiistirating  justice  was  preferable 
tdthtttofthePortitguese/  ' 

To^is  the  officer  readily  assented  ;  but  Travers,  who 
tt  thie most  rdti6t%nft  assehter  I  was  ever  acquainted  with, 
said,  «  that  there  was  not  so  essential  a  difference  as  ap- 
plalnsd  at  first  sight;' because  thdse  who  are  obliged  to 
put  Up  i^th  injoMice^,'  on  ac6bunt  of  not  being  rich  enough 
to  fee  licwyefir,  and'beir  the  expeti&e  of  a  lawsuit,  are  as 
much  injured  as  those  who  suffer  in  the  same  manner  on 
account  ot-  th^  judge  being  bribed,  or  because  their  anta« 
gonist  has  more  interest  at  court.' 

We  were  treated  in  the  most  hospitable  style  by  our 
conductor,  on  our  arrival  at  Etvas,  which  is  a  pretty  little 
town,  containing  about  two  thousand  inhabitants.  The 
citadel  was  completed  by  the  count  de  la  Lippe,  when  be 
commanded  in  Portugal. 

The  present  commander  showed  us  every  thing  worthy 
of  observation  in  the  place. 
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iSo^ing  cmM  he  txnte  engaging  than  tbenMiiinen  oT 
this  gentleman,  who  to  the  fmnkness  of  the  mRitatjr  ehm^ 
meter  joined  the  vivacity  of  the  French,  teiftpered  bj  age 
and  reflection.  The  officious  poUteness  of  young  French^ 
ihea  1^  often  teasing  to  Englishmen,  who  are  apt  to  think 
that  it  is  merely  displayed  to  show  thetnselves  oflT,  without 
any  de^ir^  of  obltging ;'  but  the  attentions  of  this  oifieer 
aaemed  ta  proceed  from  a  good  disposition  and  a  love  ist 
hospitality. 

•  We  proceeded  n^xtday  to  Badajos,  which  is  the' fron- 
tier town  of  Spain*     Yours  very  cordially, 

ii  MORDAUNTX 


LETTER  XL 

The  Same  th  Conlinudlton* 

Jnot  OH  I  conveyed  you  in  my  last  from  Lisbon  to  tlwi 
frontiers  of 'Spain^  yet  you  see,  my  frierid,  that  I  am  still 
at  Vevay.  I  regret  this  the  more,  because  the  happr 
neW-nf  arried  couple  at  the  inn  bav^  left  U8«  They  crossed 
the  lake  to  the  native  country  of  the  In'idegrootaEi  a  f»«r 
days  ago:  ifiy  laildlord  and  all  his  family  have  been  in 
low  spirits  ever  since.  Nothing  is  more  iniectious.  WfaiW 
the  ^oung  couple  remained  I  was  kept  in  goodJianoibur 
with  the  sight  of  tlieir  happiness  :  now  every  body  else  I 
see  has  an  air  of  dejection.  I  beeame  so  iinpaftient  to  be 
gone«  tbat^  in  spite  of  the  remonstrances  of  the  scirgeoh,  i 
determined  to  try  how  my  ancle,  which  had  become  a  lit^ 
tie  easier,  would  bear  the  motion  of  ray  carriages 

I  was  carried  down  stairs,  placed  in  it^  and  driven  a 
couple  of  miles  on  the  smoothest  part  of  ,tbe  road.  The 
consequence  of  thief  wise  experiment  was,  that  I  could 
hardly  sleep  a  winrk  last  night  with  pain ;  and  though  that 
is  now  abated^  I  find  the  swelling  of  my  ancle  and  my  ill- 
humour  mightily  increased.  The  hope  of  being  able 
spt^dirly  to  pursue  my  j6urney  had  hitherto  acted  as  a^iaU 
iiative  to  the  sharpness  of  my  impatience.*    When  people 
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^me  in  HUhummir  they  are  «!|jit  to  quarrel  with  their  best 
fri%tld9;-^<  Thty  Uik  of  Hopes'  erted  I^  <  i»  the  greatest 
Messing  bestdwe^  dn  man  ;  t  haire -found  Hope  the  great-' 
est  of  alt  dec^vere.*        * 

In  ftoliioquies  Hke  this^  ^nd  in  iVetting  like  a  child,  I 
have  pass^  part  of  this  moraing :  I  at  last  reflected  on 
the  inutility  of  fretting,  as^  wliether  I  keep  my  temper  o^ 
lose  it,  still  I  must  remaiQ  here  till  I  am  able  to  go  away* 

Tlie  strongest  of  all  arguments  for  a  roan^s  bearing  tha 
evils  of.  life  with  good-Jiumour  is,  they  mubt  be  endured, 
whether  his  humour  is  good  or  bad — 

MqutLth  momento  rebttv  iii  arduH 
.  ScnraEt  mentczn.  — ^« 

This  to  be  sure  is  an  exceHent  advice )  and  well  would 
it  be'  for  men  if  they  were  wise  enough  to  follow  it* 
Comiaist^  qodqtie  Dteu  i|tti  fasse  aa  tel  prodige  ? 
Mahomet's  answer  to  Zopire  is,— 

— *-t-* La  nfces^ft^. 

Ton.  inMbrlu 

Becollecting  this  answer,  and  convinced  of  its  trutb|  I 
wish  to  apply  it  to  my  present  ciroumatances,  and  h|ive 
been  endeavouring  to  summon  back  my  philosophy^ 
which  this  new  disappototment  banislied  to  abruptly  from 
my  couch. 

My  couch  !  Yes,  here  I  lie,  to  be  sure,  on  a  tery  good 
coudf .  Many  a  man  in  tbis  world  would  be  glad  of  sych 
alriother,  and  would  require  nothing  better  than  to  be  aU 
lowed  leisure  to  rep>se  upon  it.  Tlie  love  of  repose  keeps 
many  people  in  a  bustle  all  their  lives,*— Ou'nm  IHvom 
r^gat^  &e.  Smi*  fcc.  Such  people  are  active  because  they 
love  repose:  I  wish  to  be  active  because  I  hate  it;  or  I* 
hate  to  lie,  because,  being  obliged  to  it^  I  cannot  repose.-— 
Would  to  heaven  our  plump  friend  at  Oxford  were  in  my 
place  !  He  never  loved  to  put  any  part  of  his  body  in  ac . 
tion,  except  liis  organs  of  digestion.  Milton'^s  Satan  says^' 
*  Evil  be  thou  ny  gwd  ;'  and  I  find,  by  experience,  that 
ifehV>»  of  body  or  mind  is  my  rtpo$t.  I  cannot  form  an 
idea  of  that-torpid  state  of  tranquillity  in  which  some  peo- 
ple pass  their  lives,  with  so  very  little  movement  of  either 
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tlie  oae  or  Uie  othtr*^  Fatigue  of  body  newer  gave  n# 
tnmn ;  long  re^t  sometimts  has ;  aod  ewnct  U|  of  all  tbii^^ 
the  most  fatiguing*  How  is  it  to  be  kept  off?  Exemae 
and  books  are  the  best  antidotes.—^!  am  c^prived  of  both-»<« 
Is  there  no  other  rooEiedy  ?  Yes»  your  own  refleetioiis. 
A  nian  of  few  ideas^  I  have  heard,  goes  to  crowded  assem* 
blies  to  elude  th^  tedium  of  himself;  whereas  a  man  of  • 
cultivated  mind  avoids  the  tedium  of  crowded  assemblies^ 
to  enjoy  his  own  reflections* 

I  fear^  my  dear  Somars,  that,  after  all»  I  must  dasa 
myself»  though  I  cannolf  bear  that  any  other  should,  a* 
mong  the  men  of  few  ideas ;  for  I  certainly  would  prefer 
a  crowded  assembly  to  my  present  solitude. 

Though  I  never  was  passionately  fond  of  solitttde,  yet 
I  coqld  pass  a  day  or  two  by  myself  formerly  as  wril  as 
many  of  my  neighbours.  But  the  duration  of  my  soli- 
tude  on  this  occasion,  I  dread,  will  have  an  effect  on  me, 
similar  to  what  Travers  says  his  being  obliged  to  read  too 
much  at  school  had  on  him.-—*  He  has  ever  since  bad  an 
aversion  for  opening  a  book.^ 

I  remember  being  present  when  his  tutor  at  Oxford  as- 
sured him,  *  that  bur  most  refined  pleasure,  and  the  most* 
pemianent  happiness  of  life^  proceeded  from  our  ideas  ;^ 
and  told  him,  at  the  same  time,  <  that  they  were  not  in«. 
nate.^  <  I  am  sorry  for  it,^  sud  Tom ;  <  for  if  they  had, 
we  should  not  be  put  to  the«trouble  of  reading  for  them.^ 

Where  Travers  finds  his  I  never  could  discover.  He  . 
han  not  a  vast  many,  to  be  sure ;  but  what  he  has  are  .at 
least  uncommon ;  and  I  cannot  express  to  you  how  much 
I  would  give. to  have  the  honest  fellow  with  me  at  presents 
Sut  I  will  not  indulge  in  vain  wishes ;  that  would  be  the 
most  likely  means  to  bring  back  fretf  ulness,  and  drive  a- 
way  tiiat  small  portion  of  philosopliy  which  I  have  been 
able  to  acquire,  and  which  tells  me,  that,  in  my  present 
forlorn  condition,  confined  to  the  same  place,  almost  to  the 
same  posture,  without  that  variety  of  objects  which  might 
give  new  impressions  and  generate  new  ideas,  witliotit 
books,  or  the  company  of  any  one  whose  conversation 
could  interest  me,  my  best  chance  for  amusement,  eitliec 
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for  yaa  or  U]r9elf,  is  in  the  refiouroes  of  memory.^-^tid 
80,  after  this  long  digression,  wfaieh  you  may  think  s\l^ 
perfluous,  but  wbksh  I  found  absolutdynecessoiy  forpnt-i 
ting  me  in  proper  frame,  I  now  resume  in  tolerddie  temper.- 

Having  forced  you  to  be  my  companion  in  this-jouvney^- 
the  least  you  can  expect  is^  that  I  should  be^  good  hu«> 
moured,  if  I  fail  to  be  entertaining.  :. 

You  will  remember  that  we  had  just  arriredat  Badajos^' 
which  is  a  town  on  the  fk>n tiers  of  Spain,  containing' a^ 
bout  five  or  six  thousand  inhabitants.  It  is  a  pliice  of  no 
trade ;  but  it  has  the  honour  cf  being  the  residence .  of  a. 


As  I  had  a  letter  of  introduction  from  the  eommandant- 
atElvastbhis  lordships  I  proposed  td  Travers  thatwe 
shold  ^ait  on  him-  tc^etber.  He  said,  <  he  never  had' 
waited  on  a  bishop  in  his  life ;  but  that,  when  he  found 
himself  inelined  to  cultivate  the  acquaintance  of  any  ofi 
that  order,  he  should  certainly  begin  with  those  of  bis' 
own  country.' 

I  was  obliged,  thetef<$re^  to  pay  my  visit  aldne,  while 
Travers  took  a  solitary  lounge  through  the  town/ 

When  I  arrived  at  the  gate  of  the  episcopal  palace; 
which  stood  open,  I  asked- the  porter  whether  his  lord** 
ship  was  at  home  ?  The  man  seemed  surprised  at  the^ 
question.  ^At  home!'  said  be — <  Where  would  yow 
have  him  to  be?'  This  question  was  as  unexpeet^  by 
me  as  mine  could  be  by  him.  I  made  no  answer,  ahd  h^ 
resumed:  '^  Why,  sir,  he  will  not  begin  the  visitation  of 
his  diocess this  month  to  come;  bf  course,  you  may  be 
assured  he  ie  «t  home  :-^pray  walk  up  stairs,  if  ydu  baV^^ 
business  with  him/ 

I  did  as  I  was  desired ;  and,  in  the  antlchamber,'  ibond 
two'^oungelergymen  in  their  gowns.  >  Addressing  niys^lf 
tok>ne  of  them,  I  desired  to  know  if  any  of  his  lord^ip-& 
servants  were  at  hand,  to  carry  a  letter  to  him  from  itie.' 
I  was  tdd  that  they  themsel^n9&dwaysattebd(ed^t*'kiibh 
purposes.  Oiie  of  them  took-  the  letter,  and  returned  di>^  ^ 
Tdctly,  sayipg  <  thebirtlopii^il3h<d  tovee  ind^^'        •  •- 

VOL.  vn;   ■     -^  -  >.    ^•.'       '-g  ■'"■•■'    ■'     ^   ••>•■'' 
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He  waa  irtitt  reildiBg  the  letter  when  I  entered  the  rooni. 
He  imeiedifttdly  came  (o  the  dobr^  and  received  me  with 
a  frattk.  afikbility,  whkh  at  onee  pleased  and  surpriaed 
me ;  }daetiD|g;  vtke  in  an  arsMihair  at  his  right  hand^  audi 
questioning  me,  in  a  friendly  "manner,  respecting  my 
jont*ney»  .  In  i  the  meantime  the  diniier4)eU  rung,  and  in 
aTew  minutes  the  room  was  crowded  with  a  variety  ofee-. 
desiasticfe  in  their  canohiotds. 

I  rose  to  take  my  leave.  The  bishop  told  me  that  I 
mnst  mK  think  self  going  till  I  bad  dined ;  adding^  with 
m  ismile^  /  Perhaps  the  dinner  of  a  Spanish  bishop  witt 
not  prove  so  palatable  to  you  as  I  could  wish ;  but  I'U  be 
better  pr^iared  to^motrow,  wlben  I  AM  eiCpeot  the  plea- 
sure of  anotht&r  visit  from  you :  foir  I  undereland  that 
tjhei^e  is  a  Frekieh  <cbok  in  town,  who  lived  a  loqg  ^ime  in 
England  t  be  shall  di^ess  som0  dishes  iti  the  English 
taste  tot.  you.  Meantime  ye«i  sh^l  parmke  bf  what  we 
hate:'— HK>  saying,  he  fed  me  jto  dbe  dining  ro<Hm,  and 
seated  me  at  table  next  himself. 

There  Were  Mxteen  peraens  ^at  table,  all  j^ler|grmta : 
the  dinner  was  abundfint ;  b«it,  tp  my  taste, 'horribly  ili- 
dressed,  from  the  ^evalence  of  onions^  g«riit^f  «ad  oil. 
The  whole  conversatjen  :was  confined  to  the  bishop  and 
myself:  all  the  rebt  of  the  eampany  (observing  the  mo^t 
profound  eileaee.  Eating  is  sind  to  be  It  serious  business 
with  the  clei;gy  of  England ;  I  assmre  yiDtt>it  is  more  so 
with  those  of  Sipain,  thdugh  inEueh  sddnfer  ovelr«  if  tbe 
Spanish  i^olesias^s  in  getieral  fallow  •the  exaliiple  of 
these  I  saw  at  tlie  bishpp^s  table.  Tlie^grcat^  fNHrt,  par^ 
ticulartiiy  the  juniors,  had  given  -overheating  a  eomsidavable 
time  before  the  bishop  himself;  witcs  itrilfliout  eating 
much)  see49ed^4thertOpi«o»aet'bisdi<fn^aad<very  fre- 
quently pressed  me  to  a  ,^s6  of  •wine»  in  which^a  few  of 
the  nest  of  theffpmfNifiy  joined  ;  niois%<tf  diem  dloank  water 
on]y.  .  m      :' 

I  imputiedth^^o  a  difer^t  reason  at  the  tiiM;  but  I 
now  undersMod^  that  the  bishop  piptraeted  his  dinner, 
and  invited  me.  to  drink  w)ne^  asefce)^  id  compkusanGie  to 
what  he  considered  as  my  taste  as  an  Englishman :  for 
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the  time  otf  dinner  in  Spain,  even  among  people  of  the 
highest  rank,  seldom  exceeds  half-an-hour|  or  three-quar* 
ters  at  most ;  after  which'  the  company  rise  from  table, 
and  go  into  another  room  to  drink  cojOTee.  As  for  wine, 
the  Spaniards  of  all  ranks  use  it  in  very  great  modera* 
tion ;  and  I  understand  the  bishops,  at  their  diocesses^ 
live  pretty  much  in  the  same  manner. 

After  dinner  the  bishop  invited  me  into  another  room : 
we  were  followed  by  the  dignified  clergy  only.  We  re* 
mained  there,  conversing,  some  time;  during  which  I 
was  asked  a  variety  of  questions.  If  an  idea  of  the  im-^ 
portance  of  Great  Britain  was  to  be  formed  from  the  in-> 
formation  that  those  gentlemen  have  thought  it  worth 
their  while  to  acquire  of  it,  its  consequence  would  dwin- 
dle wonderfully :  most  of  them,  indeed,  seemed  as  igno- 
rant of  the  nature  of  our  government,  laws,  and  customs, 
as  of  the  interior  provinces  of  China.  The  J)ishop  seem- 
ed  by  far  the  best  instructed  among  them.  On  my  ex- 
pressing surprise  at  the  extent  of  his  knowledge,  he  said 
he  owed  it  to  a  British  subject,  of  whom  he  spoke  with 
great  affection,  who  had  been  his  iscboolfellow,  and  his 
companion  at  college. 

One  of  the  pages  entered  to  inform  him  that  his  sister 
was  arrived  to  pay  him  a  visit.  After  making  an  apobgy 
to  me,  he  withdrew  to  what  was  called  the  receivir^-par- 
lour.  In  a  few  minutes  I  had  a  message  to  go  to  him.  I 
was  then  conducted  to  a  room  contiguous  to  the  outward 
gate  ;  for  no  woman  is  known  to  be  admitted  into  the  in- 
terior of  a  bishop^s  palace  in  Spain«  He  introduced  mie 
to  his  sister,  who  is  a  very  lively  engaging  woman,  a  litUfS 
past  the  middle  age.  She  was  accompanied  by  her 
daughter,  who  never  uttered  a  syllable — Spanish  young 
ladies  seldom  do  in  the  presence  of  their  mother.  Iced 
water,  sweet-meats,  and  chocolate,  were  served ;  and,  af- 
ter two  hours  stay,  the  lady  and  her  daughter  withdrew. 

The  bishop  then  led  me  through  the  different  apart- 
ments of  the  palace. 

While  we  were  thus  employed,  a  relation  of  the  bishop, 
a  colonel  in  the  army,  joined  us.     I  was  presented  to  him 
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as  an  Englidh  gentleman,  in  whom  his  friend,  the  com« 
mandatit  of  Elvas,  was  interested.  After  showing  me 
what  is  most  remarkable  in  the  pklace,  the  bishop  said 
that  he  had  ordered  an  apartment  for  me,  which  h6  hoped 
I  would  make  use  of  during  my  stay  dt  BadajBi;  direct- 
ing two  servants,  at  the  same  time,  to  go  to  the  inti  for 
my  luggage.  I  thanked  him  for  this  very  obliging  offer; 
but  dechried  it  in  the  best  manner  I  coiild.  He  said — 
<  You  shall  do  as  you  please  as  to  that  artide ;  but  I 
must  absolutely  insist  on  your  dining  here  to-morrow.  To 
this  I  agreed.  He  then  told  me  that  the  duties  of  his 
ofiice  would  occupy  him  the  rest  of  the  day,  and  he  lefl 
me  with  the  officer.     Your  always^ 

S.  MORDAUNT. 


;  LETTEfl  XIL 

Tlie  Same  in  Continuation. 

Vevay* 
j.nt  genlleman  with  whom  the  bishop  left  me  seemed  to 
be  about  fifty  years  of  age ;  he  had  travelled,  and  ingraft* 
ed  some  share  of  French  vivacity  on  the  formal  manners 
of  his  native  country.  *  I  suppose  you  thought,*  said  he, 
<  that  if  you  had  accepted  of  an  apartment  in  the  palace, 
you  would  have  been  obliged  to  hear  long  prayers,  and 
go  early  to  bed  ? — No  such  thing.  His  lordship's  clergy, 
indeed,  are  expected  to  be  all  in  the  palace  every  night 
beforeten ;  but  as  for  strangers,  who  are  invited  to  lodge 
in  the  palace,  th^y  may  enter  at  any  hour.** 

H«  then  told  me,  that  be  had  met  the  bishop^'s  sister, 
who  had  commissioned  him  to  bring  me  to  pass  the  even- 
ing at  her  house.  As  I  wished  to  see  as  much  of  the 
manners  of  the  country  as  I  could,  I  accepted  of  this  in* 
vitation  witli  pleasure. 

When  we  came  within  a  few  yards  of  the  bouse,  we 
heard  the  music  of  the  guitar,  with  the  rattling  of  casta* 
nets  and  dancing. 

They  generally  begin  by  dancing  country-dances,  and 
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finish  vidi  the  fandi^Dgp,  which  is  performed  inii  mo$t 
indecent  manner  by  he  common  people,  but  in  a  style 
less  reprel^en^iblf^  by  the  higher  rapks.  This  information 
I  had  firo^  the  colonel.  He  introduc.  d  me  into  a  large 
room,  where  nine  or  tien  couples  were  d^n,cing  the  fandan- 
gOf  eyery  couple. having  a  pair  of  casfan/ets  in  each  hand, 
which  they  Rattled  with  grea^t  dexterity,  and  in  e^a<^t 
tim/s.  The  movements  of  this  danqp  are  jnore  lively  than 
graceful ;  and  the  dance,  upon  the  whole,  is  such  ias  ^ 
modest  English  wo^an  >poul4  i^ot  <  oose  to  excel  in. 
Some  of  tjie  females  whom  I  saw  performing  on  this  occs^- 
sion  w^rje  of  an  age  which  might  have  made  them  decline 
it,  independent  of  any  other  consideration.  Nothing  can 
form  a  jgr^ater  contrast  than  that  between  the  serious  and 
solemn  manners  of  the  Spaniards  in  general  and  this  pcj- 
pular  dance.  I  own  it  surprised  m.e  exceedingly  to  see, 
at  the  house  of  a  woman  of  diar/ict^r,  the  sister  of  a  bi- 
shop, an  exhibition  by  l^i^s  in  respectable  situations  of 
life,  which  would  certainly  be  thought  reprehensible  by 
an  English  bisl^op  evep  in  opera-dancers. 

Swift  says^  *  th^t  a  nice  man  is  a  man  of  p.£^sty  id^as,'* 
]But  delicacy  pn  a  different. subject  cai)not  be  imputed  to 
ifipi^re  ideas  ^  if  it  w^re,  tlie  inhabitants  of  Spain  wouI4 
be  considered  as  l^ss  susceptible  of  tliem  than  those  of  th^ 
cold  climate  of  Gre^t  Britai^* 

From  this  hall  the  colonel  conducted  me  into  a  rooiQ 
wh^re  th^re  were  three  or  four  card-parties,  at  so  many 
different  tables*  The  conversation  here  was  parried  on  ii^ 
single  M^ords,  mostly  monosyllables,  entirely  relative  to 
the  games.  At  one  table  the  game  seemed  to  be  a  kind 
of  lottery,  at  the  others  ombre,  ^he  spectators  kept  a  pro- 
found silence.«-The  colonel,  observing  that  I  shewed  no 
inclination  to  remain  long  in  the  number,  led  me  into  a 
great  saloon,  in  which  between  twenty  and  thirty  persons 
of  both  sexes  were  ass^mbl^d. 

The  lady  of  the  house  came  directly,  and  welcomed 
me  in  the  most  obliging  manner ;  saying,  *  she  hoped  I 
vould  make  her  house  my  own  as  often  as  I  found  he^ 
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bft>tber^5  too  dull  fdr  me.^   In  Spain  a  visit  is  always  sup- 
posed to  be  made  to  the  lady  of  the  bouse. 

Porgetting  that  the  bishop  had  told  me  that  be  was  to 
employ  the  remainder  of  the  evening  in  the  duties  of  his 
bflBce,  I  asked  if  his  lordship  was  in  the  assembly  ?  *  Holy 
Virgin  !'  exclaimed  she ;  *  How  can  you  spppose  such  a 
thing?  If  a  Spaniard  had  asked  such  a  question,  I 
should  think  him  mad.— Do  your  bishops  in  England  go 
to  assemblies  ?' 

I  begged  that  she  would  excuse  the  ignorance  of  a  fo- 
reigner ;  adding,  « that  I  had  been  drawn  into  the  blun- 
der by  two  persons  di^essed'like  clergymen,  who  I  saw  in 
the  room.- 

*  Ah  I  these,'  said  she,  *  are  two  Carmelite  friarar,  of 
my  husband's  acquaintance,  who  are  travelling  through 
the  country ;  one  of  them  is  my  husband's  relation  ;  the 
other  frequently  passes  this  way  to  various  parts  of 
Spain  ;  he  sometimes  g6es  also  into  Portugal ; — he  is  a 
very  great  traveller.* 

This  friar  joined  us  a  little  after.  She  introduced  me 
to  him,  saying,  *  that,  as  were  both  travellers,  we  might 
naturally  wish  to  have  some  conversation  together.'  When 
the  lady  left  us,  the. friar  said,  *  he  feared  that  I  had 
found  the  roads  but  indifferent  in  Portugal  ?*  I  answer- 
ed, *  that  I  had  found  them  l)etter  in  some  other  coun- 
tries.' 

*  I  understand,'  said  he,  ^'that  you  have  been  in  Ger- 
many  ?*     I  told  him  *  I  had.' 

*  The  metropolis  of  that  country  is  very  large  ?'  added 
he. 

Though  I  was  not  certain  what  town  he  meant,  I  an^ 
swered — ^  Very  large.' 

*  And  pray  sir,*  continued  he,  <  are  the  roads  from 
England  to  Germany  tolerably  good  .?' 

.    This  question  from  so  great  a  traveller  surprised  me 
a  little  ;  however,  I  answered  very  gravely— 

*  Sometimes  they  are  smooth,  and  at  other  times  ex*- 
cecdingly  rough,' 
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<  Aye,^  mid  hn$  *  it  U  ibo  w»»  in  Spain^^Ii,  depeady 
a  good  deid  on  the  weather  und  lb?  se^^on  of  the  jeep>  I 
sbooid  8ii|)poBe  7^ 

I  aamired  hiai»  <  that  bis  conjecture  was  perfectly  well 
founded  C  and  having  a  cnripsity  to  auk  a  question  or  two, 
in  my  turn,  of  so  enlighcened  a  per^n— ^^  Pmy»  f4lher>^ 
said  I,  <  are  there  any  good  booksellers  in  this  tawq  ?  I 
have  oecanon,  at  present,  for  son^e  book  of  geography  V 

*  I  really  cannot  tell,^  replied  be ;  *  for  although  I  was 
once  a  great  reader,  I  have  not  now  the  least  occasion- for 
books.' 

I  expressed  a  great  curiosity  to  know  how  one,  who  bad 
been  so  great  a  studeat,  could  all  at  once  find  no  occar 
sion  for  books. 

<  Why,'  replied  he,  •  I  tmjubiliated  in  my  order/ 

I  told  him  I  did  not  und^stand  the  import  of  that 
phrase. 

<  I  am  exempted,'  said,  he,  ^  from  all  the  duties  in  my 
order,  aitd  of  course  hare  no  need  of  books,'  So  saying, 
he  got  up  hsstily ,  and  crossed  to  the  other  side  of  the  room. 

The  ookmf  1  joined  me :  be  was  acquainted  with  ail  the 
company,  and  conversed  with  many  of  them ;  but  to  the 
best  of  my  KecoUectioQ,  I  have  given  you  already  the  most 
instructive  part  of  the  conversatioji  I  heard  tbajt  evening. 

When  supper  was  announced,  part  of  the  company 
withdrew.  The  dancers  came  into  the  supper-reom  es^ 
pering,  rattling  their  castanets,  and  seated  themselves  at 
the  table.  The  supper  was  soon  over ;  and  each  lady 
was  conducted  by  a  gentleman,  who  was  furnished  with 
a  lantern  to  light  her  home. 

Though  I  had  sent  word  to  Travers  that  I  was  kept  to 
dine  at  the  palace,  yet  I  expected  to  find  him  in  iil-hu« 
mour  on  account  of  my  staying  so  long.    I  was  agreeably . 
disappointed  on  my  return  to  the  ion. 

He  told  me,  that,  in  spite  of  a  bad  dinner,  and  but  inr 
diferciit  wine,  he  had  been  better  enjtertained  than  he 
bad  e^r  been  at  the  Portuguese  nobleman's  house  at  Lis- 
bon. He  also  had  been  amused  with  the  fandanga  While 
be  was  coiitem|dattng  two  pr  ^pe^  couple  frbo  were  4^^* 
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cing  iif  it  a  kind  of  open  court  at  the  kn,  lie  hadliee^ 
accosted  by  an  old  Frencbtnati,  a  0till  gveater  trarreller 
than  the  Carmelite  friar ;  and,  according  to  mf  friend's 
account,  a  mighty  obliging  person^  He  was  a  native  of 
Marseilles:  his  father  had  been 'a  tumbler,  his  mother  a 
dancer  on  the  tight  rope ;  and  he  himself  had  been  bred 
to-both  professions^  which  he  had  practised  with  applause 
at  Paris,  London,  and  Madrid.  He  had  been  partipu- 
iarly  admitted  at  the  latter;  on  which  account  he  had  re- 
mained longer  in  that  capital  than  iti  the  other  two;  but 
finding  his  joints  begin  to  stiiFen,  and  unable  to  suppoK 
his  former  fame,  he  had  retired  to  Badajos,  where  he 
could  repose  on  his  laurels  at  little  expense. 

With  all  the  ease  natural  to  his  country,  he  hod  ad- 
dressed Travers  in  his  native  language ;  $aying,--«-<  That 
as  milord  seemed  to  have  a  partiality  for  that  dance,  he 
believed  he  could  procure  him  the  pleasure  of  having  it 
performed  in  a  far  superior  style  than  could  be  expected 
from  any  of  the  canaille  he  was  then  looking  at.* 

Travers  had  accepted  his  o£Per :  the  man  had  been  as 
good  as  his  word  ;-!»and  so  much  was  our  friend  pleased 
with  the  amusement  this  felk)W  had  procured  him,  and 
the  account  he  gave  of  his  adventures  in  the  various  coun- 
tries he  had  resided  in,  that  he  determined  to  hear  the 
sequel  of  his  story  the  following  day,  and  made  not  the 
'^malle^  objection  to  my  dining  a  second  time  with  the 
|)ishop. 

]Pere  J.  must  bid  you  adieu. 


LETTER  XIII. 

From  the  Same  in  Continuation. 

1S/Ly  new  acquaintanoe  the  colonel  called  at  the  inn,  and 
we' went  together  to  the  episcopal  palace.  ])oth  the  din* 
ner  atid  the  company  Were  very  different  from  what  they 
ha4  been  th^  preceding  day^    The  f*renph  cook  bad  pert 
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formed  hb part  well«-^tbe dinner  wa5  splendid.  Tbecom* 
pany  consisted  of  military  men  as  ^rell  as  of  ecclesiastics* 
The  coaversation  was  no  longer  confined  to  the  bishop 
and  me;  each  took  a, share,  and  cheerfulness  prevailed^ 
though  the  bottle  did  not  go  round.  His  lordship  asked 
nobody  to  drink  except  myself:  be  drank  water,  and  his 
example,  in  this  article,  was  followed  by  most  of  the  com- 
pany. The  Spaniards  are  very  abstinent  both  in  eating 
and  drinking.  The  sole  reason  of  his  inviting  me  so  fre- 
quently to  drink  was  his  having  heard  that  the  English 
are  addicted  to  the  bottle.  He  left  the  rest  of  the  com- 
pany to  do  as  they  pleased ;  there  was  abundance  of  wine 
on  the  table. 

Though  we  continued  a  great  deal  longer  at  table  than 
the  former  day,  jet^  in  England  or  in  France,  this  would 
have  been  considered  as  a  curtailed  repast. 

Wh«a  we  withdrew  into  another  apartment  the  am^ 
versation  was  carried  on  by  different  groups,  and  in  some 
with  a  good  deal  of  vivacity.  My  friend  the  colonel  in*, 
troduced  me  to  one  gentleman,  who,  he  said,  was  a  native 
of  Biscay.  While  we  were  talking  together,  another  of 
the  company,  who  I  afterwards  understood  was  a  Casti^ 
lian,  joined  us:  thiagentleman^s features  expressed shi^wdr 
ness,  with  an  ironical  cast. 

'  It  is  natural,'  said  he,  addressing  himself  to  the  Bis^i 
cayan  and  me,  *  that  the  natives  of  the  lands  of  liberty 
should  associate,^ 

Seeing  the  latter  bow,  as  if  it  had  been  a  compliment, 
I  did  the  same,  though  I  did  not  well  comprehend  how 
a  Spaniard  could  be  called  a  native  of  the  land  of  liberty. 

'  He  means  that  as  a  joke  against  the  peculiar  fondness 
which  my  countrymen,^  said  the  Biscayan,  ^  have  ever 
shown  for  liberty  i  but  I  receive  it  as  a  pajaegyric,  because 
I  know  it  to  be  a  truth,^ 

<  I  should  imagine,^  said  I,  <  that  the  king  of  Biscay 
and  the  king  of  Castile  would  be  inclined  to  render  the  iur 
habitants  of  each  equally  happy  ?' 

I  immediately  perceived,  by  the  flushing  of  the  Biscay, 
ao's  oouptenapce,  that  my  observation  displeased  htm; 
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while  an  arch' smile  played  in  the  features  of  the  CSasii* 
Han. 

<  King  of  Biscay  !^  said  the  former,  with  a  tone  of  in* 
dfgnation  ;  <  let  me  inform  you,  sir,  that  Biscay  never  had 
a  king,  and  I  hope  never  will.  The  Biscajans  love  and 
respect  the  king  of  Castile,  of  Leori,  and  Arragon,  &c«  &c. 
&c.  as  much  as  the  inhabitants  of  any  of  his  kingdoms  ^ 
but  l>e  is  not  king^  he  is  only  segnior  of  Biscaia.** 

<  I  should  not  think  that  the  name  could  make  any  very 
essential  difiTerence  ?'  said  I. 

«  We  Biscayans  are  a  free  people,'  said  he. 

<  So  are  we  English,^  added  I. 

<  But  we  are  governed  by  our  own  laws,^  said  the  Bia- 
cayan/ 

«  So  you  might  be,^  resumed  I,  '.  although  you  bad 
styled  the  segnior  of  Biscay  king. 

My  Biscayan  seemed  astonished  at  this  assertion. 

The  CastiUan  observing  this, — *  Why,  my  good  friend,* 
said  he,  <.  you  not  only  seem,  in  imitation  of  the^ncieota, 
to  annex  no  idea  but  that  of  tyrant  to  the  word  king,  but 
also  to  imaginethat  none  but  kings  can  be  tyrants ;  yet' I 
can  assure  you  that  I  have  known  sovereigns,  under  the 
names  of  margraves,  landgraves,  and  dukes,  exercise  aa 
much  tyranny  over  their  subjects  as  any  king  in  Christen- 
dom.* 

•  <  And  we  all  know  a  nation,^  added  I,  *  over  which,  iiti'^ 
der  the  name  of  republic,  the  most  insulting  and  cruel  des- 
potism has  been  exercised  that  ever  the  world  knew.  'The 
name  of  a  government,  therefore,  may  be<changed,  and  the 
essence  remain  the  same,  or  even  be  rendered  more  into^ 
lerable  than  it  was  before.  My  countrymen,  somewhat 
more  than  a  century  ago,  did  the  reverse  of  this;,  they 
made  essential  alterations  in  their  government^  though 
they  found  it  highly  convenient  to  allow  the  name,  JBtid 
most  of  the  forms,  to  remain  as  they  were :  and  I  do-most 
ardently  hope  that  they  will  always  adhere  to  tlie  same 
wise  conduct."*  ' 

;  <  As  for  us,*  resumed  the  Biscayan,  •  we  have  not  foand 
it  necessary  to  alter  eitiier  the  name  or  nature  of  our  ge. 
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remmen t  l^be  king  of  Spain  is  segnior  of  Biscaj,  and  the 
Biscajans  are  governed  by  their  own  laws :  we  contribute 
to  the  exigencies  of  the  empire  by  assessments,  imposed 
at  the  general  convention  of  the  states,  by  representatives 
sent  <Tom  the  different  cities  and  districts.  We  have  no 
cttstDtnhouse  nor  excise-oiBccrs.^ 

*  No,  nor  bishops,'  said  the  Castilian,  turning  his  eye 
archly  towards  the  bishop,  who  had  just  joined  us. 

The  bishop  heard  this  with  a  good-natured  smile,  with- 
out interfering  in  the  argument. 

<  But  we  might  have  them,  if  we  pleased,'  replied  the 
Biscayan.-^'  Our  attachment  to  our  religion  is  undoubt- 
ed ;  and  we  are  satisfied  that  our  clergy  should  be  subject- 
ed, in  spiritual  matters,  to  the  ilearest  bishop  resident  in 
Castile,  who  exercises  the  spiritual  authority  of  a  dioces- 
an over  them  with  as  much  propriety  as  a  bishop  estab- 
lished in  Biscay  itself  could  do.' 

*  The  women  of  your  country  have  a  particular  aver- 
sion to  revenue-officers,  as  I  have  heard,'  said  the  Casti- 
lian, *  and  treated  some  who  were  sent,  a  few  years  ago, 
among  them^  with  a  cargo  of  stamps,  with  uncommon  ae* 
verity.'  * 

*  Whether  the  story  to  which  you  allude  be  true  or 
false,'  replied  the  Biscayan  ;  •  or  whether  the  persons  who 
insulted  the  revenue-officers  at  Bilboa  were  really  women, 
or  men  in  women's  clothes,  I  cannot  tell :  but  I  am  not 
displeased  that  it  should  be  believed,  because  it  may  pre- 
vent projectors  from  advising  his  majesty  to  attempt  levy- 
ing taxes  in  Biscay  contrary  to  the  laws  and  constitution 
of  that  province. — The  segnior  of  Biscay,'  added  he,  *  is 
naturally  just,  and  I  dare  say,  will  never  have  it  in  his  in- 
clination to  overturn  our  rights.' 

*  That  the  king  of  Spain  and  segnior  of  Biscay,'  said  I, 
*  will  never  have  such  a  thing  in  his  inclination,  ought 
not  to  be  disputed ;  nevertheless.  It  will  be  wise  in  your 

*  The  Castilian  here  alludes  to  c«rtain  revenue-officers,  sent  by  order  of 
the  court  into  Biscay,  and  said  to  have  been  attacked  by  the  women  of 
Bilboa,  and  to  have  undergone  fin  operation  seldom  performed  in  the  west- 
era  world,  thtugh 'Common  in  the  east. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


76  MOBDAUKT. 

coiMiirjmji^  to  take  care  ^hat  it  shall  npyer  \fe  ia  his  pow-* 

.pr;    .        *      ■ 

Jlexe  the  bishop,  thinkings  perhaps,  that  the  C9nversii- 
tian  had  extended  far  enough  into  poHtics,  ^tao4  up;  tb^^ 
company  d;d  the  sanve,  and  soon  after  began  to  retire. 

My  friend  the  colonel  having  hinted  that  be  had  ^n^ 
business, with  the  bishop,  which  would  detain  him  a  Iktle 
after  the  company  wer^  entirely  gone^  the  Bisc^yan  sai^ 
^  he  would  be  glad  to  accompany  me,  if  I  were  ii^lined  to 
take  a  walk  through  the  town.' 

I  accepted  his  ofier,  and  we  directly  witbdrej^r. 

This  walk,  my  dear  ^ommers,  I  shall  repeat  with  yoti, 
jf  you  please,  to*morrow  morning ;  but  at  present  t  fin4 
myself  rather  inclined  t9  sleep*     Good  night. 

^»  ;mo|idaunt. 


I.ETTEB  XLV. 

f'rom  the  Same  to  the  Same* 

1  HE  streets  of  Badajos  are  narrow,  filthy,  and  generally 
silent — no  sign  of  industry  of  any  kind.  I  observed,  how- 
ever, some  men  with  cloaks  around  th^ir  shoulders,  each 
of  whom  stood  before  a  separate  door,  and  seemed  to  have 
no  other  object  but  to  gaze  at  the  passengers. ' 

*  Pray  what  class  of  men  are  those  r  said  I  to  the  Bis-^ 
cayan  ;  *  they  seem  too  idle  to  be  tradesmen.* 

*  You  conjecture  right,**  replied  he ;— *  they  would  be 
highly  aSronted  if  they  imagined  you  could  suspect  them 
of  exercising  any  kind  of  trade/ 

<  They  are  men  of  ind^pehdent  fortune,  then,*  said  I. 

f  Almost  their  only  property,*  said  he,  *  is  the  wretched 
hpuse  they  inhabit,  which,  beipg  transmitted  from  father 
to  son,  is  inalienable,  and  constitutes  what  in  this  country 
is  called  an  Hiidalgo,  or  Hijo-de-AIgo,  (the  son  of  some« 
body)  :  they  would  consider  it  as  a  degradation  to  follow 
any  mechanical  employment.* 

^  How  are  they  prevented  from  starving  ?* 
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«  Why  ttiey  ate  not  prevented  from  what  you  would 
call  starving  in  England/  replied  he  : — *  but  I  will  tell 
you  how  they  prolong  their  life.— -Observe  that  man  going 
from  his  own  door,  with  something  under  bis  cloak  ;  you 
will  see  him  stop  at  the  private  door  of  that  magnificent 
building,  which  is  a  convent,  and  one  of  the  richest  estab^ 
lishments  in  this  province :  he  carries  under  his  cloak  a? 
vessel,  into  which  he  receives  an  allotted  portion  of  broth^ 
with  vegetables  and  meat  of  different  kinds,  which  he  car-* 
ries  back  for  the  support  of  his  family;  and  the  same  is 
regularly  done  by  a  numbef  of  these  Hidalgos  every  day. 
Those  who  are  thus  served  at  the  private  door  of  the  con^ 
vent  are  called  the  bashful  or  gentlemen  beggars.  As  for 
the  others,  I  do  not.  well  know  how  to  denominate  them— 
they  cannot  be  called  the  poorer  sort,  and  still  less  the  mcan« 
er ;  for  nothing  can  be  meaner  than  what  I  have  related 
of  these  Hidalgos :  but,  as  the  others  ore  not  Hidalgos, 
we  may  distinguish  them  by  the  appellation  of  <  the  sons 
of  nobody  ;''«-all  of  that  class  then  receive  alms  at  the  pub* 
Ke  gate.** 

*  It  seems  surprising,*  said  I,  <  that  men  who  are  asham* 
ed  to  work  for  their  bread  should  not  be  ashamed  to  beg 
for  it ;  for  you  may  call  him  as  bashful  as  you  please,  but 
the  man  struts  to  the  convent  with  as  stately  a  step  as  if  he 
were  the  proprietor  of  the  whole  building.' 

*  As  for  his  strut,'  rejoined  the  Biscayan,  *  that  belongs 
to  him  as  an  Hidalgo.  With  regard  to  men's  being  less 
ashamed  to  beg  than  to  wtork,  I  must  inform  you  that  beg- 
ging has  been  considered  as  an  honourable  employment 
ever  since  the  mendicant  friars  were  established  in  Spain.' 

*  Since  the  Spaniards  are  so  prone  to  follow  the  exam« 
pie  of  friars,'  said  I,  *  it  is  a  pity  that  some  societies  of 
working  friars  are  not  established.' 

*  Whether  it  proceeds  from  the  difficulty  of  finding  ma- 
terials  for  such  an  establishment,'  replied  the  Biscayan, 
smiling,  *  or  from  some  other  cause,  nothing  of  that  kind 
has  been  founded  hitherto :  but  the  other  establishment 
has  gained  to  such  a  degree,  that  you  will  find  men  of  high 
rank,  in  various  parts  of  this  country,  begging  from  door 
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to  door,  for  the  benefit  of  one  convent  or  another.  It  is 
thought  a  most  meritorious  occupation.  Had  yoq  been 
at  Badajos  a  week  ago,  you  would  have  seen  the  Confra- 
ternity oC  Charity,  as  it  is  called,  into  which  none  bqt  no- 
blemen and  gentlemen  of  fortune  are  admitted,  begging 
all  over  the  town  to  defray  certain  expenses  for  the  bene- 
fit of  a  criminal  who  was  executed  that  morning.'* 

*  Suppose,'  said  I ;  for  we  may  suppose  any  thing,  how- 
ever improbable,  *  that  a  set  of  industrious  working  friars 
were  really  to  appear,  do  you  imagine  that  the  nobility 
would  be  as  ready  to  follow  their  example  as  they  have 
shown  themselves  to  imitate  the  indolent  begging  frater- 
nity ?' 

*  That  is  a  question/  replied  he,  '  that  it  is  needless  to 
answer,  because  the  case  you  suppose  will  assuredly  never 
occur ;  but  on  this  you  may  rely,  that  no  such  idleness  nov 
beggary  is  seen  in  Biscay.  My  countrymen  are  industri- 
ous, because  they  are  free  and  allowed  tq  reap  and  enjoy 
the  fruits  of  their  labour. 

'  You  must  not  imagine  that  in  every  part  of  Spain  the 
same  lazy  beggarly  disposition  is  attached  to  the  inhabit- 
ants that  you  have  seen  here.  In  Catalonia,  for  examfde, 
the  people  are  in  general  industrious :  that  province  is 
well  cultivated  :  not  only  the  plains,  but  even  the  moun- 
tains, to  the  very  tops  of  which  the  inhabitants  carry 
baskets  of  earth  for  that  purpose.  As  the  Catalonians  do 
not  enjoy  the  same  privileges  with  the  inhabitants  of  Bis- 
cay, their  industry  cannot  be  ijnputed  to  the  same  cause. 
But  there  are  no  more  convents  in  Catalonia  than  what 
seem  necessary  for  the  aid  of  the  parochial  clergy  in  the 
offices  of  religion.  If  there  were  the  same  establishments 
for  the  feeding  of  beggarly  Hidalgos,  and  a  lazy  peasant- 
ry, that  you  see  here,  there  would  in  all  probability  be  as 
little  industry.** 

The  Biscayan  and  I  stopped  to  contemplate  the  cathe- 
dral as  we  passed.  One  would  imagine  that  the  descrip- 
tion of  a  church  was  mighty  mooiusing,  from  the  number 
to  be  found  in  different  tours.— Do  you  wish  to  have  a 
specimen  ? 
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<  The  oithedral  is  a  large  bufrldivnr,  probably  prettj 
ancient,  as  the  architecture  is  evidently  in  the  Gothic 
style;  the  spire  considerably  higher  than  the  summit  of 
the  highest  houses,  thou^  not  so  high  as  the  spire  of 
Strasburg.  The  external  ornaments  of  the  front  must 
haye  cost  a  great  deal  of  laboinr  as  well  as  money ;  and 
had  their  admirers,  no  doubt,,  when  tliey  were  in  their 
prime;  but  now  they  are  rather  in  their  decay:  for,  as 
Orid  very  truly  >rf>serves— 

*  Tempus  edax  rerum,  tuqueittvidiotsi  vetastatt. 
Omnia  destruilis.* 

I  dare  swear  y-ou  think  this  specimen  sufficient. 

The  Biscayan  and  I  afterwards  tQpk  a  pretty  long  walk 
into  the  country.  Do  you  insist  on  a  description  of  the 
country  around  Badojos  ?  I  can  assure  you  that  it  has  as 
strong  a  resemblance  to  many  otlier  countries  you  have 
seen,  or  of  which  you  have  read  descriptions,  as  the  fore- 
going cathedral  has  to  other  cathedrals.  For  example,-** 
^  the  mountains,  in  general,  are  lofty,  and  the  valleys 
low:  the  meadows,  particularly  after  rain,  are  verdairt; 
not  indeed  so  green  as  those  of  England,  but  fitill  they 
must  be  allowed  to  be  of  a.  greenish  colour ;  and  modt  of 
the  rivulets,  to  the  best  of  ray  remembrance,  flow  willi  a 
kind  of  murmuring  sound,  and  in  a  serpentine  direction. 
The  country  would  produce  more,  if  it  were  better  culti- 
vated ;  and  it  would,  in  all  human  probability,  be  better 
cultivated,  if  the  inhabitants  were  more  industrious.**  Fare- 
weB,  my  dear  colonel. 

J.  MOaDAiJNT. 


LETTER  XV. 

The  Same  in.  Continuation, 

x\.FTKR  having,  with  eKpressions  of  gratitude,  taken  leave 
of  the  worthy  bishop,  and  my  other  acquaintances  at  Ba^ 
dajos,  Travers  and  I  proceeded  on  our  journey.  That 
same  day  we  met  with  a  species  of  hospitality  still  more 
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unexpected,  and  far  more  extraordinary  than  what  we  had 
received  from  his  lordships 

Before  we  could  arrive  at  the  inn  where  we  intended  ta 
sleep  we  were  overtaken  by  the  most  violent  storm  of 
thunder,  lightning,  and  rain,  I  ever  witnessed.  During 
an  interval  of  the  former,  seeing  Travers  more  annoyed 
than  any  of  the  company,  I  said, — *  This  is  the  greatest 
Jore,  Tom,  that  you  ever  experienced/ 

^  Forgive  me/  replied  he,  <  I  was  once  obliged  to  you 
for  experiencing  a  greater.^ 

*  Where  ? — When  ?*  exclaimed  I. 

*  At  Poplar-bank,*  answered  he  :  *  when,  after  promis- 
ing to  return  directly,  you  left  me  a  long  summer  evening 
with  your  eternal  aunt.  Lady  Barbara  yoluble.** 

*  Nay,'  rejoined  I,  bursting  into  laughter,  *  do  not  at- 
empt  to  make  my  poor  aunt  pass  for  the  greatest  of  all 

possible  bores^  as  long  as  your  uncle,  Mr.  Plaintive,  is 
in  existence.' 

The  muleteer  was  surprised,  and,  I  fancy,  thought  it 
sinful  that  we  should  laugh  in  the  midst  of  such  a  storm. 
He  shook  his  head,  and  was  heard  to  mutter—^  Loa  Iti^ 
gi^ses  avian  de  reir  aun  en  purgatorioJ*  * 

But  I  believe  you  do  not  know  this  uncle  of  Traverses, 
I  must  make  you  a  little  acquainted  with  him,  before  we 
proceed  a  foot  farther. 

Samson  Plaintive,  Esq.  is  a  man  of  about  forty-seven 
years  of  age,  above  six  feet  in  height,  and  of  a  very  ro* 
bust  constitution ;  but,  unfortunately  for  him,  he  had 
been  left  heir  to  a  considerable  estate. 

His  father  died  when  little  Samson  was  only  five  years 
old,  leaving  him  entirely  to  the  care  of  his  mother,  a  wO" 
man  exceedingly  whimsical  about  her  own  health.  This 
good  lady  was  likewise  so  anxious  about  that  of  her  son, 
that,  partly  from  affection  to  him,  and  partly  from  hatred 
to  Travers's  mother,  who  was  the  next  heir,  she  oft^n 
brought  the  child  to  the  brink  of  the  grave,  through  so* 
licitude  to  keep  him  out  of  it.     Yet,  in  spite  of  the  paiilf; 

*  I  (relieve  those  English  would  laugh,  even  In  purgatory. 
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she  took  to  presenre  him  from  the  cold  air,  in  spite  of  the 
clothes  with  which  she  loaded  him  when  he  went  abroad, 
and  in  spite  of  all  the  drugs  she  obliged  him  to  swallowi 
such  was  the  natural  strength  of  his  constitution,  that  he 
was,  in  all  appearance,  a  very  stout  healthy  man  at  the 
age  of  twentyo'three,  when  he  lost  his  mother.  I  say  in 
appearance,  because  he  asserted  at  that  time,  as  he  has 
done  ever  since,  that  his  constitution  was  remarkably  de« 
licate,  and  wonderfully  susceptible  of  all  manner  of  dis« 
eases* 

Mr.  Plaintive^s  mind  was  not  so  vigorous  as  bis  body : 
though  the  latter  had  withstood  all  the  e£Ports  of  his  mo- 
ther^  the  former  became  their  victim.  He  gradually  was 
infected  with  all  her  whims ;  and  at  last  his  chief,  indeed 
his  only  care,  was  that  of  his  health  ;  and,  according  to 
his  own  account,  no  man  ever  bestowed  his  care  to  less 
purpose;  for  be  always  declared  himself  to  be  in  bad 
health ;  and  nothing  provoked  him  so  much  as  hinting 
that  he  was  in  good  health,  or  likely  ever  to  be  so. 

As  he  kept  much  within  doors,  he  was  obliged  some- 
times to  have  recourse  to  l)ooks'as  an  amusement,  and 
took  some  delight  in  reading  history  and  romance.  Yet 
the  narrative  of  no  battle,  however  obstinate,  or  no  ad- 
venture, however  surprising,  delighted  him  so  much  as 
that  of  some  severe  distemper,  in  which  the  symptoms 
were  faithfully  delineated,  and  the  sufferings  of  the  pa* 
tient  forcibly  recorded. 

Mr.  Plaintive  was  continually  consulting  practitioners  . 
in  phy&ic  of  every  denomination,  though  he  never  adinit*- 
ted  that  any  of  them  had  done  him  any  permanent  serv« 
ice.  Those  of  the  profession,  who  advi^d  him  to.  give 
over  swallowing  drugs,  and  to  look  for  a  cure  in  exercise, 
amusement,  and  temperance,  he  dismissed  as  theorists 
and  mep  unacquainted  with  the  common  practice  of  medir 
eine. 

Mr.  Plaintive  was  fond  of  telling  long  stories:  he  was  ge- 
nerally the  hero  of  his  own  tale  :  and  being:  of  the  opinioid 
of  those  who  think  that  great-men  shiner  most  in  advensiH 
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ty,  his  hero  wai^  always  a^  misierable  as  he  could  make 
him.  His  lieroism  being  of  a  passive  nature,  however, 
and  his  suffi^rings  always  in  the  superlative  degree,  which 
aidhiits  of  little  variation  of  phraseology,  tKe  incidents  of 
the  narrative*  were  seldom  entertaining. 
'  That  any  pdrson  wild  has  lived  to  the  age  of  manhood 
in  this  world,  and  had  opportunities  of  observipg  how 
completely  mankind  are  6ccfrpied  with  themselves,  and 
how  little  with  others,  should  imagine  that  the  history  of 
his  complaints,  real  or  imaginary,  could  interest  his  whole 
^t  of  acquaititanee,  would  seem  impossible^  if  we  did  not 
meet  every  day  with  people,  who,  by  their  fondness  of  rcU 
peating  such  histories,  seem  to  be  of  that  opinion.  Thosb 
who  are  continually  occupied  liboui  themselves  are  geiie- 
I'ally  the  most  intolerable  to  others ;  and  in  thinking  that 
an  account  of  their  state  of  health  can  greatly  interest 
their  acquaintance,  they  must  believe  all  their  acquaint- 
ance of  opposite  characters  to  themselves',  as  they  must  bd 
conscious  that  they  never  bestow  a  thought  on  any  body'^s  . 
health  but  their  own. 

Indeed  nothing  else,  whether  of  a  public  or  pi^ivatq  na* 
ture,  can  much  interest  them ;  a  victory,  a  inassaore,  the 
dethr6nemen't  or  murder  of  kings  or  queeiis^^in  short,  thd 
greatest  calamity  that  can  happen  to  any  individual,  or  to 
any  number  of  individuals,  interest  such  people- little;  iki 
comparison  with  a  fit  oft  the  toochach,  or  a' pain  in  their 
own  little  finger.  '       ' 

As  Mr.  Plaintive^*  favourite  theme  of  discoursd  w«ai  al- 
-ways  tiresome,  and  often  disgusting,  he  found' it  difficult 
to  obtain  steady  listeners,  except  in  such  as  had  some  per- 
sonal interest  in 'being  so.  This  cqnsideratSon  first  sug- 
gested to  liim  the  thought  oif!  marrying.  An  tigreeabk*- 
looking  young  woman,  of  no  fortune,  but  of  an  accom- 
niodating  disposition,  struck  his  fancy,  apd.be  paid. 'his 
addresses  to  her. 

-'  The  young  lady  was  not  mightily  captivatcfd' with  her 
lover:  butiher  relations  assured  faer^  that  she' was  a  most  foc- 
-tunate  womu.^;;  thait  such,  a  husband  was  a  far.  more  vah»- 
able  prize  than  the  highest  in  the  state-lotterjn ;  that^  to 
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to  Viston  0  .b?r  l^biwl's  narradv^^  with  a  pacieot  09Xi 
and  a  sympitibisUig  CQunteiMUice*  ::, 

As  Mr.  Flaintiveiwas  a.  v^y  stout^lookidg  man,  shef 
thought  ^bat  bi$  QOiQpI4nt3«could  not  b^  many :  she  4\^e« 
fore  yidded  to  the  ei)tir^tiea  of  her  relation's,  and  aeqept^ 
ed  his  hand.  ,     ,1 

.  But  it  happened,  uniuckilyi  that  Mrs.  Flaintit^^  fiioo»i 
her  childhood,  which  with  her  lasted  longer  thfui  th^t 
Vf»ial  p&]:iod,  had  been  noted  for  an  ipeessant  prop^gity 
tpr prattle:  this  disposijt^pn^  fortified. by. hfli>it,  she  r^tain-r 
ed  to  the  day  of  her  marriage*  !l^r9ixi  that  tim^  hi  cfHHK 
fj^ance  with  the  injunctions,  of  her  ir?lations^  and  tcf  ^e** 
cure  bier  own  happiness,  she  ■  allowed  bfet  husband  to  en4 
grt>s8  the  discourse,  which  generally  consisted  of  a<  history 
of  bis  complaints. 

Though  she  thought  that  she  had. some  reason  to  oom^ 
plaint  as  well  as  her  husband,  yet  she  had  the  resolution 
to  hojd  her  tongue. 

But  it  was  soon  evident  that  the  character  of  a  list^ner^ 
in  which  she  had  never  before  appeared,  but  in  which  she 
made  strong  efforts,  to  shiijte,  did  not  agree  with  her  com 
stitution:  Ihis  was  obvioua  to  all  the  world,  except  to.Mi. 
Plaintive.  He  was  so  occupied  with  his  own  feeliAgs, 
that  be  paid  no  attention  to  those. of  bis  wife;  but  en4 
grossed  the  conversation  every  d^  so  unmercifully,  with 
his  owA*  doleful  narratives,  that  «he  baldly  ever  could  iind 
an  opportunity  of  throwing  in  a  siBgle  sentence;  and^be 
poor  woman  died  oi'  the  shock  occa^Qned.by.  this  unna-  . 
tural  reienlion,  within  a  few.  months  after  her  marriage... 
.  The  same  unfeeling  dispositioQy  which  had  proved  ia.- 
tal  to  bis  wife,  hindered  Mr.  Flaintave  fi^oiA  su&ring  se*- 
verely  on  account  of  her  death. :  He  seemed  to  be  much 
annoyed,  however,  fay  the  lamentations  of  some  of  her  relsn- 
tions ;  and  he  bad  a  gneat  dislike  to  wearing  bla£;k  :  those 
two  circumsLances  made 'him  swear,  that  no  consideration 
should  prompt  him  to  marry  :a  second  time,  thai  he  might 
never  more  be  subjected  to  the  same  inconveniences^       ; 
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>  Ad  Travers  was  his  uncle's  natural  heir,  all  his  fttenda 
had  now  better  hopes  than  ever  of  bis  succeeding  to  his 
fortune ;  an  expectation  which,  I  do  in  my  conscience  be- 
Keve,  occupied  the  mind  of  Traveri^  less  than  it  did  ours. 

We  all  advised  him  to  pay  more  attention  than  ever  to 
hift uncle:  and  I  prevailed  on  him,  sometime  after,  to 
renounce  a  jaunt  to  North  Wales,  and  to  pass  the  month 
he  had  destined  for  it  with  his  uncle,  then  at  his  house  in 
the  country. 

Though  no  man  ever  had  less  sympathy  to  bestow^ 
none  was  ever  more  fond  of  I'eeei ving  it  than  Mr.  Plain<- 
tive.  His  complaints,  no  d<9ubt,  were  often  imi^inary ; 
but  it  is  equally  certain  that  he  seldom  imagined  them  to 
be  so  bad  as  he  wished  his  fViends  to  think  them :  this  ap- 
peared by  his  habitual  exaggerations,  in  the  answer  he 
turned  to  all  messages  respecting  his  health.  He  some- 
times announced  that  he  was  indisposed,  when  even  he 
himself  knew  that  nothing  ailed  him,  merely  to  have  the 
pleasure  of  receiving  sympathising  inquiries  concerning 
his  health  ;  and  if  he  observed  from  the  window  any  ac- 
quaintance coming  to  call  on  him,  he  has  been  known  to 
throw  himself  under  the  cover  on  the  bed,  a^d  declare  to 
his  visitor  that  he  was  unable  to  move  across  the  room. 

At  other  times,  when  he  really  was  in  bed,  and. had  not 
been  heard  to  mak^  any  uncommon  complaint  that  morn- 
ing, if  he  heard  the  foot  of  a  friend,  who  was  to  be  ad- 
mitted to  his  bed-side,  he  would  groan  so  loud,  that  the 
visitor  heard  him  before  he  entered  the  chamber. 

In  this,  as  in  almost  every  thing  else,  Mr.  Plaintive 
difiers  from  his  nephew,  who,  of  all  things,  can  least  en- 
dure any  lamentation  or  expression  of  compassion,  what- 
ever illness  or  unlucky  accident  may  happen  to  him. 

It  is  wonderful  in  what  different  and  opposite  manners 
the  paltry  quality  of  affectation  appears.  There  are  men 
who  affect  an  infinitely  greater  indifference  about  every 
thing  that  regards  their  health,  than  in  reality  they  feel. 
In  their  indifference,  however,  they  are  pretty  sure  of 
having  more  people  to  sympathise  with  them  than  in  the 
other.     But  my  friend  Travers  belongs  to  neither  of  those 


Digitized  by 


Google 


M0Ji9AUK!r;  85 

dasses  otmeti^,  I  never  was  acquainted  with  any  of  the 
human  raee  more  completdy  free  than  he  is  from  every 
kind  of  affectation. 

When  he  lived  with:  his  uncle  in  the  country,  be  usu^ 
ally  went  out  on  horeback  every  morning,  several  hours 
before  Mr.  Plaintive. rose,  and  returned:  in  time  to  break- 
fast with  him. 

As  be  began  to  ascend  a  hill  on  his  return  one  morning, 
he  saw  two  horses,  without  a  driver,  dragging  a  post- 
diaise  doWti  tiie  hill,  at  full  gallop* 

Several  people,  before  Travers  on  the  road,  flew  to  the 
right  and  left,  as  the  horses  approached,  thinking  it  a 
service  ef  too  much  danger  to  attempt  stepping  them* 
A  man  and  woman  were  in  the  chaise ;  the  latter  scream- 
ing, and  extending  her  arms  from  the  window.  Travers 
dismounted,  ordering  his  servant  to  do  the  same,  and  to 
hold  the  horse  in  a  line  with  his,  across  the  road,  so  as  to 
stop  the  chaise.  The  dedi^ty  «iras  considerable;  yet 
this  appearance,  in  some  degree,  checked  the  horses. 

Travers  had  th^  address  to  <:atch  the  reins,  which  trail>- 
ed  on  the  ground,  and  at  last  to  stop  the  horses  entirdy ; 
but,  in  the  mi^t  of  his  efforts,  he  was  overset,  and  he  , 
received  a  severe  bruise  on  the  temple,  of  which,  how- 
ever, he  .himself  made  light  The  postillion,  who  had 
been  aU  this  time  mnfiing  after  the  chmse,  soon  joined 
llxem.  Something  bdonging  to  it  liad  gone  wrong  at  the 
top  of  the  hill ;  he  had  dismounted  to  put  it  right,  which 
while  he  was  doing  the  horses  li^d  taken  £*iglu,  and  gaL 
loped  down  the  hill. 

:The  gentleman  and  lady  came  out  of  the  chaise  to  exr 
press  their  acknowledgments  to  M|*.  Travers  for  the  im- 
portant service  he  had  rendered  them  :  he  said,  once  or 
twice^  it  was  not  worth  mentioning,  and  would  have  staid 
to  hand  the  lady  into  the  chiuse ;  but  on  her  persisting  in 
expressions  of  gratitude,  he  mounted  his  horse,  and  rode 
to  his  uncleX  witlxuH  saying  a  word. 

At  his  arrival,  he  was  told  that  Mr.  Plaintive  had  pass- 
ed a  bad  night,  and  had  sent  fpr  a  phyaician.-^Travers 
found  him  at  breakfast  notwithstanding. — Mr.  Plaintive 
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imiAfsdiAtely  begaki  to  give  ,a  yeiyxQireiltnstimu^  dCGauQt 
pf  his  ^ufferinigs  ifhrough  Ae  'mghti  bujt.  oo  ob^eirviDg^ 
considerable  swelling  on  his  nephew's  itei9{de»  be  c0^t4 
HOC  belj^  expressiBg  sonif^  siiqirise^iai^dftskio^Iiolv^  ;it  icaine. 
.  Mt  fe  *,Hier^  nQjiii«g,\8iwd>Ti:«Vten»»  f*  j»9tspK)rtb  aii«cj. 
M(gi'.  fri  Httte  wftrm  vinegar- ¥5iU  <5arryJt  nwoy.  ijai*  4ay  ca? 
two/  .       : 

Mr.  Plaiifttive  r^Sjum^d  his  ojw.n  storyj.¥5liveb  bi3  coWiflu- 
cd  till  the  physicjap  lurrived.  ,      •    i    ,        •    .      ! 

Mr.  Plaintive  having  heard  that  this:  phy^i^i^Hf  WhpWiasf 
Oiewly  created  a  Jcuight'  or  baronet,  I  don't  knaw  wbiph, 
ibad  been  ciiUed  to  see  a  patient  in  his  neigii))Q^rhoodi 
seized  the  opportunity  of  consulting  him  before  hisre** 
turn  to  the  efepital.  As  soon  as  he.  was  seated jl  he  TPp^at- 
jed  tQ  him  th^  same  dismal  tale  that  he  had  jvs|^  tpld  to 
J:i;is  nephew;  and  when  he  had  dope*—  .,..;' 
. , :  *  How  do  you  find,  my  pulse,  doctor  ?V 

;•  Upon  my.wprd,  much  better  than  could  hutje  heew 
expeqted  after;  what  you  Jbave  told  me.*  .    r  t 

>  How  does. my  tongue  appear  P"^  said. he  to  the  doctor. 

*  Very  clean,  indeed !'  , :  . 

.  In  ^ort,  to  every  question  which  the  patient  put,  the 
dpetor,  who  Was  a  man  of  veracity,  gave anansWer  tbaC 
indicated  perfect  lieakb. 

' .  <  Alas  r  said  Mr.  Plaintive,  in  a  whining  voice,  *  wlwOt 
renders  my  cure  so  hopeless  is,  that  there  is  no  symptoto 
to  lay  bold  of  and  prescribe  for.^ 

<  L  acknowledge,^  repHed  the  doctor,  ^  I  should  Ibe 
much  at  a  loss.^  I 

<  Though  my  whole  system  is  deranged,  yet  all  the 
>  particular  parts  are  in  good  order  ^  arie  they  pod;,  doctor  ?^ 
, .  *  They  really  seem  so.' 

;.  ^  What  a  pity  it  is,  doctor^  that  I  never  have  had  the 
igo^t;  that  is  a  disease,  I  understand,  wbich  l*emoves 
xitbers  that  have  resisted  every  method  of  cure.* 

^  A  fit  of  the  gout  cerlsainly  does  sometimes  remowe 
-ether  coinplaints,'^  the  physician. answered. 
...   *  Cannot  you,  then,  give  me  a  fit  directly  ?'  'sftjU J\fc» 
.^plaintive*     -  -  j  ,      ..  !  :  .     . 
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^  Yours  qeetss  to  be  ^a>  very  .unfortunate  profession^ 
doctor/  wd  Travers :  <  fi^valihqugb  y^u  ^eal  entirely,  in 
diseases,  yet  you  are  neither  certain  of  removing  Uicm 
fnaask  those  who  have  thenir.  nor  of  gi<vii^  them  to  those 
who  have  them  not«'  r 

*  What  you  observe  is  very  true/  f eplied.  the  physi- 
cian^  smiling  and  turnipg  to.  Travers»  whom  he.  had  not 
before  attended  to;^-^  but,  my  good  sir/,  continued  he, 
^  ifhat  is  the  inatter  with  your  face  ?' 

*  Nothing,  nothing  at  all,'  sai4  Travers, 

*  It  is  a  good  deal  swelled/  rejoined  the  doctor. 
<  fdy  face  has  a  habit  of  swelling.' 

*  A  habit  of  swelling  V 

*  Yes/  rejoined  Travers,  a  little  peevishly.  *  But 
pray  ^y  no  more  about  it^' 

Mr.  plaintive,  (biuking  hi^  nephew  treated  the  doctor 

witl)  too  little  ceremony,  s^id,  ^  I  ask  p^rdop,  Tom,  for 

not  presenting  Sir  -r—  ■  .-u      to  you,' 
The  two  gentlemen  having  bowed  to  each  other-^ 
^  A  S^H>d  noany  of  your  profession  have  had  the  ho« 

nour  of  knighthood  confeired  on   them  of  late,'  said 

Travers. 

*  A  great  m^my,  sir/  answered  the  physician,  with  a 
smile. — *  By-and^bye/  continued  he,  *  I  suppose  no  man 
will  presfime  to  practise  medicine  without  it.' 

*  As  in  the  days  of  chivalry/  rejoined  Travers,  *  when 
no  m|m  could  .lawfully  l^ill  on  the  highway  till  he  was^ 
dubbed  a  ki^iight.' 

This  sally  set  the  physician,  who  was' one  of  the  bcst7 
natured  men  in  the  world,  into  a  fit  of  laughter,  and  in- 
terested him  moce  than  ever  in  the  swelling  of  Travers's 
face-— 

*  I  am  jef^y  ^noerncd,  sir,  for  that  swelling,'  said  he. 

*  It  is  PiOt  worth  your  while,*  replied  Travers. 

*  I  fear  it  may  become  troublesome,'  said  the  doctor. 

^  It  would  oojt .  be  .in  the  least  troublesome,  if  you 
louki  l^t  :it  aloAe/  said  Trovers. 

I  Op  yom  no^  f?di  yipj^rself  at  all  the  .worse  for  it?* 
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<  No ;  I  feel  myselF  rather  the  better  for  it,'  refdied 
Travers,  angrily,  and  going  directly  out  of  the  room. 

'    <  This  seems  to  be  a  very  singular  gentleman,'  said  the 
()hysician» 

^  Vou  never  met  with  a  man  so  whimsical,  I  suppose,'  « 
replied  Mr.  Plaintive. 

*  Forgive  me,'  rejoined  the  physician,  slyly—*  I  think 
t 'have.-— But  you  really  ought  to  advise  him  to  send  for 
a  surgeon,  and  lose  some  blood ;  for,  besides  his  temple, 
which  is  much  swelled  and  inflamed,  his  leg  is  hurt,  for 
he  halted  a  little  as  he  walked  out  the  room.' 

*  But  what  do  you  intend  to  prescribe,  doctor,  for  my 
own  complaints  ?  You  must  be  sensible  that  there  is  no 
time  to  be  lost,'  said  Mr.  Plaintive. 

*  True,  sir,'  replied  the  doctor  (seeing  that  he  could 
not  be  satisfied  otherwise) — ^  I  shall  order  you  some  re* 
storative  draughts  :  but  1  must  assure  you,  at  the  same 
time,  tliat  their  good  effect  will  be  greaitly  assisted  by 
your  riding  on  horseback  three  or  four  hoiirs  every  day 
before  dinner.* 

<  You  mean  when  the  weather  is  fine,'  said  Mr.  Plain- 
live. 

^  I  mean  in  all  weathers,'  answered  the  phyucian. 
Travers  having  returned  to  his  uncle  after  the  physi- 
cian was  gone— 

*  It  seems  very  extraordinary,  Tom,'  said  Mr.  Plain- 
tive, <  that  the  doctor  should  have  paid  more  attention  to 
the  bruise  on  your  face  than  to  all  my  complaints,  though 
he  must  be  sensible;  that  internal  diseases  are  far  more 
dangerous  than  external.' 

*  Horace  accounts  for  that,'  replied  Travers.— 

*  Segnius  irritant  animos  demiMa  per  aurem,- 
Quam  quo!  sunt  oculis  subjecU  fidelibili.* 

f  Poll  r  said  Mr.  Plaintive,  <  Horace  was  no  physician.^  r 

*  He  occasionally  gives  some  tolerable  good  hiles  for 
preserving  health,  however,'  replied  Travers ;  •  particu- 
larly in  the  second  satire  in  the  second  book.' 

When  Mr.  Plaintive  afterward^  looked  into  that  satire, 
fi  was  not  a  little  displeased  with .  his  nepliew,  both  on 
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secount  ot  bis  quotatton  and  the  reference ;  beoaufle  he 
found  in  the  finst  afi  insinuation  that  his  cotnplimts  were 
imaginarj,  and  in  the  second  an  opinion  that  tbey  would 
be  more  efTectualiy  removed  by  exercise  and  temperance, 
both  of  which  he  hated,  than  by  dfugs,  id  wbteh  he  de- 
lighted. 

While  he  still  remained  in  this  sour  temper  of  mind, 
which  it  was  not  in  the  nature  of  Travers,  i¥om  any  con** 
sideration  of  interest,  to  endeavour  to  sweeten,  an  acci- 
dent  occurred  which  produced  a  breich  between  them. 

After  Travers  had  nearly  recovered  of  his  bru4se,  be 
^nrent  out  pretty  early  with  the  harriers;  and  finding  bet* 
ter  sport  than  usual,  he  did  not  return  till  the  time  of 
dioner,  when  he  found  some  company  at  table  with  his 
uncle. 

After  making  a  very  hearty  dinnefr,  Mr.  I'laintiv^  began 
the  history  of  his  own  case,  in  which  he  was  more  circum* 
stant^al  that  day  than  usual,  for  the  benefit  of  a  stranger, 
who  listened  with  a  sympathising  face  of  attention;  But 
in  the  most  pathetic  part  of  the  story  Travers  unfortu* 
natdy  fell  asleep^  and,  more  unfortunately  still,  began  to 
snore  so  k>ud,  that  one  of  the  company  burst  into  laugh- 
ter, which  infected  others,  and  at  last  caught  the  sympa^ 
thising  stranger  himself. 

YoM  will  please  to  observe,  colonel,  that  this  fit  of  merr 
riment  broke  forth  at  the  very  instant  when  Plaintive  ha4 
arrived  at  the  climax  of  woe ;  when  he  flattered  himself 
that  he  had  melted  the  most  obdurate  heart  in  the  cpmpa? 
ny,  and  was  in  posj^ession  of  ^heir  full  sympathy. — ^You 
will  not  be  surprised,,  therefore,  that  he  was  too  much 
shocked  to  resume  his  narrative— he  was  struck  dunib 
with  indignation,  which  the  company  perceiving,  soon 
iwithdrew.  As  the  last  of  theqi  was  going  out  of  the  room, 
Travers  awoke,  and,  rubbing  his  eyes',  asked, '  What  was 
the  matter  ?V  To  this  question  he  received  from  Mr. 
Plaintive  so  rude  an  answer,  that  lie  immediately  rose, 
and  calling  for  bis  servant,  ordered  his  carriage,  and  drove 
po  an  inn  within  tw^o  miles  of  his  nucleus  house,  went  to 

ei  directly,  slept  very  sound,  and  set  out  next  morning 
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6ilrJjmifil^  f  «)Ace  which  jtiine.tbe  unple  an4.(ie|ihew  hav^ 
nfiv^r;  m^t:  .  I  b^Yis  eodiP^mMired  »nce:to|»revail  on  TrKt 
)v(te»  to  jawlke  advmei?^,  and  use  some  nk^nu.  to.  regain  lu$ 
)iiu^>  fmndsbipy  bpt  hitberto  witbwt^  fiviQoess,  tie  9ay9 
Qcjthirig  WQuidido  exoept  ^cknOwled^gUliM;  lie  bad  given 
him  just  cause  of  offence,  and  patiently  listening  to  the 
]6og  catalogue  of  hU  ecfaiplaiots^  as  .oft^ii  as  they  reet, 
vtlmh  he  ^bought  too  dear  a  purQhase  for  the  estate. 
:  tiQW^veriiyidiffer^nt  be  may  app^^  jQa.the  m\g&at^  I 
.  cai)Aii^.h?ar  Uie.lbf)iAgbt  of  th^  l)oiKB8(t  fellow's  sustaining 
Wigr«»ltj4  k»B;  lawitbiyefbre  I  pe^ist  in  my  endeavours 
tf>  )lri«^;9ibput »  Feco^(41iiatipD,  in  whi<;b  I.  find  more  di£9. 
faulty  ^offl.tbe;  MPde  'than  the  n^heV:;and  this  is  npl^ 
imrplr^ng;  for  manlu.ad  more  easily. forgive  those  who 
tire  them  than  those  to  whom  they  are  tiresome. 
f^  Now^fny  friend,  if  yiou  should  be  displeased  at  beiqg  so 
]opg  detained  by  Mr*  Plaintive,  when^pf^haps,  you  lanr 
guieih^d  for  tbe.end  of  pur  journey,  I  can -only  plead  fha^ 
th0*ofienQ9.]tK«&uiBprejQOteditated;  forwhen  IJbegw this ]elr 
i^xl  b ftd  as  little  idea  of  being  stopped  by  that  g^ntlem  w 
^  you  had '"  he  cmne  on  me  as  upe^cp^ct^ly  ^ikp  singUif 
J^r  Jms^nvie  o^  hofi|Mtality  I  pnpmi^^d  to  give  you  an  ^c^ 
WMQt  of, (but  whWh  X  mu9t defer  tiU  the  next  apponwit- 
ty.     Adieu !  .... 


LETTER  XVI. 

'The  Same  tn  Continuation. 

f^uou  will  remepibc^  thf^^our  muleteer  was  a  goqd  deiil 
^^prised,.  and  a  little,  angry,  at  seeing  Travcr^apd  me 
Jb^ghing. in  the  middle  ,of  the  stprpv  ^e  nioved. on  rMbt^ 
siflkily ;  hut  before  wf  pould  arrive  ^t  the  inn,  .ytbi^re  ;W^ 
intended  to  pass  tl^  night,  we  perc^iyed  a  Iwe  thcwi^.  ip 
^  midst  of  undcrwqod,  at  ^bp/oot  9f.a  Gpwntain>  andti9^ 
,aGons^lei;ableidist!9^e  fromj.be  Jl?^  vTbe  mnk- 

t^  4fi9lareiJ  th^t  it  Bft?.  iffiBS^T>|f  jft)Jf.hfe  patJte  .tP  |>r©- 
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oe«tdvto  U19  iop  darMig,4uob  4  ctorm,  aod  that  tbe:be«i 
jtilipg.  we  C€liil4  0Q  wa$  to  ube,  SiMter^  &r  the  niglit^  io 
Mift/bouse. 

.  '  A9  I  had  been  told  that  «dl  tlu>6e  franiiera  vrere  i«j>ahit^ 
ed  by  gaoggiof  :9mt^^^8,  wW.ar«;tb«i|iicwt*desperate.feb' 
Ji0«(3;in  $jp|iik^'janfl.^4$<Hyi^Qi0»  act  as  tiMmx^  I  was. not 
very<  fond  of  Um»  }>rQpofal.  I  sneotioiied  tstm  to  Traven^ 
jvJ)o»  shrugging  iii«»boi4dier^,.aaid>  *  be  would  do  as  -I 
pleased ;  bijtjLtbat  it  ^as  I)etter  to  be  robbed  tJiaa ^rawo*- 
^^ '  Meanwhile  a  eto^t  feUow^vvineU  moanled,  rode  hy.  sia 
it>l¥drd^  the.^M^:  be-liadagun  on  each  aide^  slung up[ 
ihe  maiHyerriniWliich a^disagoon ic«mes  ins  carahirie/iaMl 
4^e  nwn  bad  )i|i4teii  hjiUta  weli-ifiUed  fockageof  eoondonif- 
hld:bulk-       r  ;>.       :i      , 

TbeimUkliK^:at]wd.him  ^hethar  be  might  be  pernut. 
•tedtoiiAeller Jiit^fOttleafrom  tb^.atonn..  1 

>  ...M>^  jou  cdbi^ii  that  my  h^us^ia  iahabued  by  liaotBf* 
wHtimmmM  t  '.:  '.  •.  ••-' 

..,  Tbfti.i9iiitet»er:dr(»xre^diiiei9tly  u^  to  Uiehouie^  uabai^ 
nessed  his  mules,  put  them  into  the  stable,  which  seemed 
to<fte the < first  iioi^m  of  thetmaasioo;  for  through  it<we 
paaa^'to  thfeidtaban,  wheve  we  found  three  men  aoidtwo 
4a<imen,  with  a  blind  iaMsil3«a]i»  ^ttog  fay  the. five,  strum- 
jading  a  gtlit^^  vwbic^  tue  aocKHaaiHuiied  by  oceaaional  ataor 
zas  through  his  nose.  The  company  were  so  attentive  to 
the:  mu^c;^  tliaitiUiey  took  little  UfOtiqe  of  Traveris<aill  me, 
aill  the  .peosim^ :Ve;  had  seen  on  ;the  road;  jahd  .whoia  iwb 
found  to  be  the  master  of  the  house,  cam^.iiM*-*'  Why  ^ 
you  stand  iifaart^  like  intvuderbPV  said  he,  in  a  Joud  and 
rather  surly  tone:  ^:I/tnvitdd.yo|i.to  my  house,  whidi  you 
ought  thereft>tfei'to'oansider  as  your  own/. 

We  bowed,  and  approaohed  ncaareT  io '.  fte  £re,  -In  a 
short  time  supper  was  laid  upon  a  long  table  in  the  aaoie 
room.  The  landlord  madeTraTers  sit  on  one  aide-of  bim, 
and  m^  onrftli&citlier.'3  he  peessed  us  to  every  fdisii' on  the 
lable.  'jBhaipnncifid  one  coaaisted  of  piecea  of  mutton 
imd  kid^aljeigyrdnKitii  abuadanee  of  liogVlafrd,  andstiong- 
ly  seasoned  with  garlic :  there  Waia  alao>  a  large  disfeof  sat- 
iad>  swiiHdiDiagl  ibijpajkfsftdi4>i|;  cdled  a  ffupath^.    ittl  the 
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company  cat  'voraciouBly  of  tioA^^cept  Triillerl  tnd  me 
Neillier  our  own  appeli te^  though  keen,  nor  the  latidlord^s 
invitation,  could  oyeroome  the  repugnance  excited  by  the 
iiaTour  and  appearanoe  of  those  two  dishes.  To  niake 
omends,  however,  we  eat  abundantly  of  the  bread,  which 
was  very  good,  and  ot*  oranges, of  which  abundasice  are  ts 
be  foi^ixl  in  «very  ooltage.  We  would  have  drank  more 
of  Uie  wine  bad  it  nbt  been  «xtremeiy  tftrong  and  fiery.— ^ 
Onrlandloixi  mistook  the  reiison  of  our  giving  a  prefer^ 
«ncc  to  the  bread,  and  frequently  assured  us  lh$tt  we  were 
jii&t.as  wekome  to  the  highest  seasoned  dish  on  the  table 
as>to  that.  The  supper  being  ended,  the  company  wrap- 
jped  themselves  in  their  great  cloaks,  and  laid  themselves 
on  the  ground,  except  one  man,  who  preferred  the  tabic*, 
and  another,  who  chose  the  stone  bench  next  the  £re. 

I  happened  to  say  somethkig  to  the  muleteer^' concern^ 
ing4>ur  baggage*;  ^s  was  overheard  by  the  landlord.-— 
*  Segnior,^  said  he,  bluntly,  <  you  are  in  my  bouse :  it  it 
my  faasiiiess  that  all  your  things  be  properiy  taken  car^ 
of.' 

He  then  desired  Travers  and  me  to  follow  him,  whiok 
we  did,  into  a  room  where  there  was  a  bed«^*-^  This  iis 
the  only  bed  in  the  house,'  said  he  t  ^  as  you  are  stran^ , 
gers,  it  i»  (or  yofU— Aii€}i(l»  nockcs  ;'  so  saying,  he  left  the 
jroom, 

*  If  this  man,  after  all,  should  {»ove  ^knaiver  t  sliaH  tie 
much  surprised,'  said  I ;  *  so  mudb  has  faetheniaunersof 
,«n  honest  man.'  *      ' 

^  It  is  the  business  of  knaves  to  make  others  behev^e 
that  they  are  honest,'  rejoined  Travers. 

^  This  man  has  succeeded  with  me,'  said  I. 
'.    *  Dq  you  think  he  has  succeeded  with  Jiimself?'  said 
.Travers; 

*!  I  am  pensuaded  he  has,'  answered  I. 

*  Then  depend  upon  it  he  is  an  b6nest  man,'  addc«l 
Travers;  *  for  though  a  man  may  deceive  ^be  rest  of  the 
world  in  tliat  point,  yet,  were  he  as  cumungas  the  d^il, 
he  cannot  deceive  himself.'  .  -  ;;  »*'  •• 

'  IKght,  T(^,'  rejoined  I,<8thsek^witli  I^siobeervation: 
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*  and  tbu»  a  knave  can  never  be  secure,  even  tn  this  life; 
for,  in  spite  of  all  his  circumspeelion  to  keep  bis  wicked* 
ness  concealed,  there  is  always  ene  person  in  the  world 
acquainted  with  it ;  and  it  is  wisely  ordered*  that  wlien 
nobody  else  could,  that  single  witness  very  often  betrays 
tiim,  and  brings  him  to  shaoie.^ 

I  happened  to  st^  out  of  our  bed.ehamber  after  ibts, 
and  was  highly  pleased  to  find  the  storm  entirdy  abated  ^ 
but  a  good  deal  surprised,  at  the  same  tkne,  that  every 
person  seemed  fast  asleep,  though  all  the  doors  of  the 
house,  even  that  to  the  fields,  were  open. 

When  I  returned,  however,  I  thought  proper  to  shut 
that  out  of  our  bed-chamber,  and  then  lay  down  in  my 
clothes  beside  Travers,  who  was  already  stretched  on  the 
bed. 

We  were  awaked  early  in  the  morning  by  the  muleteer, 
who  informed  us  that  every  thing  was  ready.  After 
breakfasting  on  bread  and  wine,  I  went  in  search  of  our 
landlord,  whom  I  found  already  mounted  and  accoutred, 
as  he  had  been  the  day  before,  with  his  two  guns.— I 
asked  him  what  was  to  pay. 

He  looked  displeased,  and  said,  ^  his  liouse  was  not  an 
inn.' 

I  thanked  him  for  his  hospitality  ; — ^  but  still,^  said  I» 
*  you  will  be  so  good  as  ti>  give  this  to  the  maid  who 
dressed  our  supper,  and  the  man  who  assisted  the  mule« 
leer,  neither  of  whom  I  can  find.* 

i     •  I  pay  them  their  wages,*^  said  he,  refi|sin^he  money, 
and  directly  riding  oiF.   ' 

While  I  amuse  myself,  and  endeavour  to  amuse  you» 
my  friend,  with  what  I  can  recollect  of  the  mosf  striking 
occurrences  of  this  journey,  I  do  not  pretend  to  give  you 
a  view  of  the  general  manners  or  character  of  the  Spani.> 
ards :  were  I  in  other  respects  qualified  for  that,  the  short 
stay  I  made  in  the  country  would  render  me  inadequate 
to  such  a  task.  The  impression  (eft  on  my  mind,  how- 
ever, by  what  I  observed  during  this  journey,  is,  that  the 
Spaniards  are  of  an  honest,  hospitable,  and  generous  na- 
ture, and  capable  of  making  as  respectable  a  figure  as  any 
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people  itt  Europe,  if  ever  their  nmkbi  Bboluld  be  freed 
from  tlwl  absurd  and  debasing  superstition,'  wfaieh  ehiUs. 
their  energy,  and  tends  to  check  every  sfKcies  of  improise- 
ment'-^more  than  all  the  other  drcuixifiUinoes  to  wbieh 
their  poverty  atid  degeneracy  b«ve  been.  Jiaputed.  This^. 
however,  is  conjecture ;  but  what  you  may  rely  on  as  Jbct 
is,  th^t  a  Spanish  bishop,  and  a  Spanish  smuggler,  treiated 
t\vo  English  travelers  a^.has  been  mentioned. 

IVntorrow,  if  you  pkase,  we  shall  proceed  on  our 
jom*ney.     In  the  meanwhak  I  jreo^asa,  yours,  &c« 

>  J.  HOSnAUNT. 


LETTEB  VIII- 

Tkt  Same  in  Continuation, 

Vevaym 

jjHi:  second  day  after  we  left  th/».bou9e  of  the  smuggle 
we  arrived  at  Merida:  it  is  a  diSticuU  matter  to  tr^viet 
above  six  and  thirty  or  forty  miles  a  day  in  tliis  country. 
Merida,  formerly  a  Ronmn  colony  of  great  opulence,  {a9 
many  fragments. of  .triumphal  archj^s,  and  other  pieces  of 
exquisite  architecture,  indicate),  is  now  the  residence  qf 
idleness,  poverlijii,  -and  filths      . 

•  We  should  iK>t  have  staid  longer  than  was  absolMtely 
necessary  in  tliis  wjQt^h^  toW9»  if  I  .b^  not  bad  a  letter 
from  the  commandant  of  Elva^s  tosin  Imh  officer  in  the 
Spanish  sei^ice,  who,  having  married  a,  lady  of  some  for- 
tune in  the  neighbourhood  of  Merida^  fpund  it  expedient 
to  reside  tiiere  at  tliat  time.  .  .,  , 

After  the  civilities  we  had  received  from  the  comipand- 
ant,  we  tliought  it  proper  ihat  we  should,  wait  on  his  cor- 
respondent, and  deliver  U^e  letter  into  bis  own  liands^ 

We  found  him  a  lively  intelligent  man. :.  bf  immedia^^ 
Jy.  invi:ted  us  to  sleep  at  his  boqse*  Ov\  ifiy  hinting  oiur 
determination  to  proqeed  on  ,(mr  jpurney  next  |Yiorning,*-r 
'<  X  do  not  expect,  gentlemen,'- said  be,  ^  that  imy  tjii^g  \ 
can  offer  will  prevail  on  you  to  mak^.a.long  abode  in  spcb 
a. place  as  this  (  but  I  shall  be  mortified,  indeed,  if  you 
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wUl  not  cb  me  the|AeMure  of  giving  myliousetheprcfferi. 
ence  to  the  inn  vhile  you  do  Aay/ 

He  afterwards  persuaded  ud  to  agree  to  retnliin  all  the 
following  day,  part  of  which  we  employed  in  viewing  the  • 
Boman  antiquities  ;*and  found  dwr'new  acquaintance  not 
only  to  be  an  hospitable  laiidlord,  but  also  an  instructive 
Cicerone.  The  fortune  necessarjr  fpr  acting  thfc  first  of 
tbese  characters  are  not  more  rare,  in  this  decayed  town, 
than  the  knowledge  requisite  for  the  second. 

After  we  had  viewed  what  was  thought  most  worthy  of 
inspection,  as  we  walked  by  the  side  of  the  river  which 
Separates  part  of  Ibhe  suburhs  from  the  town,  observing 
that  the  river  was  choked  up  at  both  banks,  so  as  to  con^ 
fine  the  current  witiiin  a  few  yards  at  the  centre,  I  said, 
^  May  not  many  remains  o{*  Homan  sculpture,  and  frag- 
ments of  architecture,  lie  buried  beneath  the  rubbish  on 
each  side  of  this  river  ?' 

*  It  13  highly  j)robable,'  replied  the  officer ;  *  and  a 
countryidan  of  mine,  a  Roman  cathplic  dergyman,  was  so 
much  of  that  opinion,  that,  as  he  passed  this  way,  on  his 
iretUrn  to  London  from  Madrid,  some  years  ago,  after  as 
accurate  an  e?caminiition  as  he  could  conveniently  make,  he 
-wrote  to  the  minister  6f  Spain,  recommending  it  strongly 
that  his  ex(%llisncy  should  take  iileasui^s  for  having  the 
i*ubbi8h  cWr^d^wiiy,  as  there  were  many  reasons  for  be- 
lieving that  the  li^bour  would  be  well  repaid  by  the  anii- 
quities  which  would,  be  dug  up.   The  minister  according^ 
Jy  ordered  an  engineer  to  Merida  for  that  very  purpose. 
But  no  sopner  was  his  design  known,  than  certain  monks 
began  to  paurmur  against  it :  they  said,  •  it  was  paying 
that  respect  to  fragments  of  Vkgan  templet  and  statutes 
which  was  due  to  the  xelics  of  Christian  saints,  only :  that 
some  men,  particularly  the  whole  childish  race  of  virtuo- 
sos, were,  sp  depn9>Ved,;as;  to„ad'mtre  specimens^  of  ancient^ 
.sculpture  miore  than. any  portion  of  the  real  bones  of  a 
martyr  i  ihhii  .if  this  sclieme  was  adopted^  who  could  an^ 
swer  that  some  heathen  deity  would  not  be  dug  up,  of 
more  exquisite  workmanship  than  any  of  those   which 
.excited  so  miieh  profane  adoration  already  :  thki  by  tht 
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pietj^  BB  well  as  the  wisdom  of  their  ancestors,  tho.se  idoTv 
were  buried  under  ground,  where,  experience  had  now 
proved,  they  did  no  harm ;  but  there  was  no  knowing  what 
mischief  they  might  do  if  they  were  raised  again  :  that 
mention  was  made  in  the  bible  of  no  Resurrection  but  that 
of  the  quick  and  the  dead:  that  statues  were  neither  the 
one  nor  the  other,  and  therefore  not  entitled  to  the  same 
privil^e  :  that  it  was  safest,  and  most  prudent,  to  leave 
things  as  they  are;  because  change  or  innovation,  on  the 
pretext  of  reformation,  was  often  productive  of  irrepara* 
ble  evil,  as  the  church  had  already  experienced.^ 

These  considerations  greatly  alarmed  the  good  citizens 
of  Merida,  and  seemed  so  rational  to  the  king's  confessor, 
d  Franciscan  friar,  that  he  prevailed  on  his  majesty  to  re- 
call the  engineer,  and  the  river  was  allowed  to  remain 
choked,  as  you  see  it,  to  the  great  consolation  of  the 
inhabitants. 

.  We  had  an  opportunity  of  observing  another  instance 
of  the  piety  of  these  people,  as  we  returned  from  the 
river. 

It  was  a  holiday :  the  whole  town  seemed  in  motion. 
At  the  comer  of  almost  every  street  there  was  a  group  of 
both  sexes,  dancing  to  the  music  of  a  guitar. 

I  have  observed,  indeed,  that  at  all  times  and  m  every 
town  and  village  of  Spain  through  which  I  have  passed, 
people  of  all  ages  and  conditions  assemble  round  the  mu<- 
sician,  at  the  first  sound  of  this  instrument. 

The  agility  of  some  of  the  male-dancers  seemed  sur- 
prising, because  they  were  often  mere  clowns,  whose  dress 
was  ill  adapted  to  that  exercise:  but  what  was  more  at- 
tractive was  the  wonderful  flexibilty  of  movement,  as  well 
as  intelligence. of  look,  with  which  many  of  the  women 
humoured  the  music. 

In  the  streets  of  Merida  we  particularly  remarked  one 
group  of  both  sexes,  who  were  performing  tlie  fandango, 
and  other  dances,  with  more  energy  than  the  rest,  and 
with  a  degree  of  vivacity  and  a  wantonness  of  gesture  that 
seemed  more  suitable  to  Bacchantes,  or  the  worshipers  of 
the  heathen  god  of  the  gardens,  than  to  Christians.    In 
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HimsAinfi'.  ft 

the  principid  <^urch  tolled  t  k  HM  tbe  Ate^Miiria^  dr 
AtigeiuB  hour }  end  in  An  iMUttt  idl  the  ditte«i%  trer^  on 
tbeir  kaees^  ThoEie  eyes,  irhich  the  nMMBMt  ttefdVe  flailh* 
ed  wantomieftSf  M^re  devoutly  fited  oit  the  gidund ;  And, 
inttead  of  th^  guiuur,  nothing  was  heard  hnt  an  unkersal 
mutter  of  pray  eri 

<  You  fl^e,  gentlemen/  said  tbeofllcer»  Mhiittheeii* 
ttrumsm  of  mnth  is  not  at  sueh  a  cBstanee  fk>ni  d«yotion» 
in  this  wattn  dimate,  as  it  is  supposed  to  be  in^oin^  %M 
islftnd,  particularly  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  cold(69t  pswt 
«f  it*  .  -    .     i        ./.  .,:,  ^ 

^  I  have  a  great  nodon,  however,^  said  t,  <  that  those 
people  were  more  earnest  in  the  first  than  the  second.* 

<  I  believe  them  to  be  in  eamM  in  both,-  r^oined  the 
officen 

*  1  dare  swear,*  said  Travers,  *  they  prelei^  the  mu- 
sie  of  the  gtiitar  to  that  of  the  beli ;  but  they  believe^ 
that  if  they  omitted  their  prayers  at  the  sound  of  the  be}^ 
they  would  be  Struck  with  some  disease,  which  would  put 
it  out  of  their  power  to  dance  to  the  sound  of  the  goitan* 

*  There  is  no  knowing  people*s  motives,*  replied  tbia 
eandid  Irishman :  <  secret  hopes  and  wishes,  whieb  we 
would  not  like  to  be  known,  are  apt  to  intermingle  with 
the  devotion  of  the  best  of  us. 

*  Haud  calvlf  j^r^mptum  est*  inunnurqiie  liQiniletqiie  mxiukt^ 
Tollcre  de  tempUi,  et  apcrto  viven  voio**  * 

* .  But  the  sudden  transiticm  which  you  have  just  beheld 
has,  I  am  persuaded,  taken  place  at  the  same  hcmr  all 
over  Spain.  I  myself  have  seen  the  actors,  cm  the  same 
occasion,  stop  the  performance,  and  kneel  on  the  stage : 
the  same  occurs  at  court.  Whoever  is  present  at  the 
Bound  of  the  Ave-Maria  bell  kneels  immediately,  the  king 
himself  giving  the  example.' 

-  '  The  ^Spanish  monarchs  have  long  been  distinguished 
tar  piety,'  uaid  I. 

*  The  Spanish  nation  has  long  been  distinguished  for 

VOL.  VII,  » 
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wHt^amMal^^  replied  th^  o(6cer.    <  Whtt^ier  ^Ubrence 
of  obara^t^  thei^e  may  l)e  in  tfae  inbabiteills  of  ike^diS- 
fevent  p^vinoes  ia  other  reelects,  Ibey  rew&tMe  eaeh 
plh<»r  IB  tbe.arliicle  of  devotikm.    You iUve  obaervedy  no 
dpvbt^'  tbut,  they  kneel  in  tbe  middle  of  the  street,  in  $B. 
m^ib^iBf  when  tbe  host  passes;    The  late  king,  Charles 
III,  never  met  it  without  coming  out  of  his  casriage, 
and  puttit^  the  priest  into  it,  he  himself  folhMdUg  on 
footfMtk  all  his  attendants,  to  the  house  of  the  sidL 
peffs^  p>  whom  it  was  currying.    He  at  the  same  time 
sentKMrders  for  his  own  physician  to  attend  the  side  pou 
iMi,  from  that  time  till  his  recovery  or  death.     This  ao. 
eoilnts  fin:  what  mig*ht  otherwise  surprise  you^  gentlemen, 
nalQiely,  that  the  courtiers  in  Spain  have  not  only,  a  greal- 
et  flfaoW  of  devotion  than  the  nobility  in  other  cotintries, 
but  even  more  than  the  lower  ranks  of  their  own  country*^ 
.    >As  We  app^oaobed  the  officer's  house,  after  leaving  the 
.gVQup  of  dancers,  I  remarked  a  Corinthian  pillftr  of  ex. 
j^uitite' sculpture,  which  formed  part  of  the  wall  of  oneef 
the  parish-churches. 

\':  On  my  expressing  surprise  at  this  arrangement  the 
Irishmai^  said,  ^  there*  is  nothing  done  m.this  enlighten- 
ed cJduotry  without  %  valid  reason,  as-  you  shall  be  con« 
vinced  directly.^  On  wbieh,  bowing  to  a  priest  who  was 
passing,  he  said,  ^  Those  gentlemen^  who.  ape  strangers^ 
have  just  asked  a  question,  father,  which  I  cannot  resolve, 
but  probably  you  caft,*«H[iameIy^  how  that  column,  which 
is  not  only  ot  marble,  but  also  seema  to  be  of  a  difierent 
species  of  architecture  from  tlie  rest. of  the  buildii^) 
came  to  make  part  of  the  church  ?^ 

*  That  cdumn,'  replied  the  priest,  <  is  a  piece  of  Moot" 
ttA  antiquity :  it  was  raised  by  those  infidels  for  the  her* 
rid  purpose  of  tying  the  Christians  to  it,  when  they  were 
put  to  death  in  torture ;  and,  since  the  expulsion  of  the 
infidds,  it  was  thought  proper  to  build  it  into  ,the  wall  of 
the  church,  and  so  secure  it,  as  a  proof  and  memorial  ai 
the  cruelties  exercised  by  the  Moots  on  the  Christians.' 

The  Irishman,  with  a  v^y  serious  and  obsequious  lur, 
thanked  the  priest  for  the  information.    He,  on  his  part, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


"wtikei  nitmff  9ffpK^^  with  this' d|iporltiflicy 

of  digplaying  hit  knowledge  fui  an  antiquarian. 

<  It  mutt  be  aUowed,'  said  I,  <  that  this  is  a  mostcbn^ 
Tindng  testimonial  of  the  cruehles  exercised  by  the  Moots 
on  the  Christians^  and  a  viery  ingenious  metlKid  of  keep- 
ing up  the  pec^e^B  hatred  j^inst  their  oU  enemies.' 

<  It  answers  both  purposes  almost  as  w^U,^  rejoined  the 
Hiberman,  sarcasticaUy,  <  as  the  London  column,  raised 
to  commemorate  the  bumii^  of  the  eity,  and  to  accuse 
the  Roman  catholics** 

*  If  both  eolumns  are  on  a  footing  in  other  reqieets^ 
said  Travers,  <  this  of  Bferida  has  the  advantage  (tf  be- 
ing the  diespest/    Farewell  I 

I.  itoanAOlTT. 


LETTER  XVJII. 

The  Same  in  Continuation. 

I  MKK9I0IIBD  in  my  last,  that  our  hospitable  and  most 
agreeable  landlord  had  prevailed  on  us,  at  our  first  meet^* 
ing,  to  cMs^t  to  remain  a  day  longer  at.  Merida  than  we 
intended:  the  evening  of  that  day  we  passed  with  great 
jollity;  and,  before  we  parted,  he  found  no  difficulty  in 
making  us  agree  that  we  should  remain  at^  Merida  the 
two- fbllowii%  days  also.  There  is  a  flf)ecies%»f  humour 
pecttlhur  to  the  Irish  nation,  which  to  me  is  highly  enter^ 
taitting :  to  this  was  joined*  in  our  host,  the  knowledge 
of  a  mati  of  educalion,  tKe^ease  of  a  man  acquainted-  with 
the  world,  the  frankness  of  the  military  ctmracter,  t&i^ 
that  love  for  his  native  country  whi<^  is  always  amiabliijv 
and  which  ^ows  with  augmented  warmth  in  the  breast  (^ 
those  who  Imve  been  long  out  of  it. 

It  is  said,  that  the  history  of  those  times,  in  which  it . 
woold  have  been  the  most  happy  to  have  lived,  is  the  least 
enterti&nittg^  to  read;  for  which  reason  I  shall  say  nothing 
of  those  two  6tber  days  that  we  passed  with  this  ^tle- 

H  « 
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mm. .  For  a  tlif^tM  UMm  I  diiik«ii]ir'a0iMiit  :oC  <w 
journey  from  M^ridft  to  Mmdrid ;  for^  tltb6i|gb  wt  hap« 
ptiM8fi4«iHng  that  jwiit  ;trta  by  tio0ie«i»iuiuforim  yet 
$he  idcyie^B  that  inl^rrttpitod  h,  ^howeMRseiierely  felt  by 
lis  wb«n  tbej ooeutrred,  «re  notof  «o pathetic mjmtune «i 
to  affeety^ott  much  at  lbi&4istaikGe  of  titee.  I  aball  iiot» 
Ufemfotfe,  insUt  oa  tbe  isiteMUe  maniiisr  in  wbifihwe 
W^^  bit.  by  tbe  fleas  4t  the  inns,  nor  oa  our  diaappointi- 
ment  wb^n  .we  were  told  that  the  two  fowls  we  exfcoted  for 
supper  had  been  stolen  by  a  gipsy  girl,  ia  the  klfctaiit 
that  the  eook^maid  went  to  ti^e  a  pecpAta;.VaIenctan 
tittbler^  who  exhibited.  feMs  dT  activity  before /tb^  door* 
I  omit  all  such  occurrences;  :to.  oommoh.aiid  tkiyiiL  I 
disdain  by  such  *  vulgar  springs  to  move*'^^  Paulo  majora 
canamtitf'*—- 1  carry  you  at  once  to  the  eomri  of  Madrid. 

Spain,  no  doubt,  was,  at  one  time,  the  nation  of  most 
importance  in  Europe,  not  only  in  point  of  riches,  but 
likewise  of  military  fame :  to.  this  may,  in  some  degree, 
be  imputed  that  stately  reserve  and  pride  which  belongs 
to  the  national  character ;  and,  as  in  many  other  instan- 
ees».  remain  aft^r  tbe  oaose  wbi^  produoed  them  no  loos- 
er exists* 

The  common  people,  in  most  iOoimtrieiB,  admift  their 
own  sovereign,  whether  he  be  emperoTt  king,,  laidgravef 
margrave,  or  bishop,  as  the  most  powerful  in. the  world* 
In  Spain  it  was  a  comoKm  opimon,  .not  only  tbat  their 
monarch  was  the  greatest  prince,  but  also  that  ihe  court 
of  Spain  was  tbe  moat  magnificent  in  Europe.  <i«SW9 
Madrid  ts  eorU^  is  a  eommoa  saying*  Tbooe.  who  are  of 
that  opinion,  after  being  a  little  aeqoainted.with  tbe  court 
of  Madrid,  must  think  magnificence  tbe  doUesst  and  most 
melancholy  thing  in  tbe  world.  If  a  court  life  in  otber 
countries  of  Europe  is  considered  as  rather  an  insipid 
business,  that  of  the  court  of  Spain  must  be  thought  w^ 
perlatively  so. 

This  is  not  to  be  accounted  for  by  Ihe  jtatibml  charaoi* 
ter :  the  Spaniardi,  though  serious,  are  not  deficient  m 
ingenuity ;  the  nation  which  has  so  high  a  reliah  fiur  Hoitk 
Quixote,  must  be  fQpd  of  wit,  humour,  and  gaiety.— How 
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edmes k iHen^, ^titlaX  tfaeoouft  bf  Spun  ftas, -ib this  ^iiinkl 
tedium  tttlefl^ng  on  oourts,  joined,  for  ftt|(lbA^  ftfcfriod$  > 
aH  tbegtom  (;bAt%«Idng8'ta'«M¥«iitft?  ' 

'Thk(  liifts  prdo^eA&d,  1  itttaginey  frointhfe  ^ngutardfiV' 
cumsunees  of  tli€  Spanish'  moMrdbs  having,  rtit^ugh  a ' 
succession  of  reigns,  been  distinguished,  in  a  mosi  iMnavk^  * 
able  tsanneir,  for  superstltioh  and  zeal,  which,  ih  ^me 
shape  dr  other,  ha6  provedf  uliftfrtitttate  formktkini  in  g^- ' 
neral,  and  peculiarly  pernicious  to  Spain.  Some  otthem 
also  had  a  herror  against  evefry  fippearance  of  gatknlry.  ^ 

What  but  blind  superstition  cduld  induce  the  Emperor  ^ 
Charles  V  to  resign  his  hereditary  dominions  to  his 'son'' 
Philip  at  the  age  of  fiftyr-six  ?  an  event  which  Europe' 
had  much  cause  to  lament,  because  the  son  had  alt  the  * 
ambition  of  the  father,  and  was  more  cruel  and  unrelenting. 

What  but  superstitious  zeal  could  prompt  Philip  II 
to  the  cruelties  exercised  in  the  tow  Countries  by  his  ge-' 
neral  Alva  ?  and  in  Spain  by  his  favourite  court  the  In- ' 
quifiition  ?  for  which,  so  far  was  he  from  feeling  remorse, 
that  on  his  death-^bed  he  declared,  that  though  he  was 
conscious  of  (lavitig  comthiited  many  crimes,  yet  he  de* 
lived  consolation  from  the  reflection  of  the  number  of  he- 
retics that  had  beeti  slau^tered  by  his  orders,  and  the' 
liumber  that  he  bad  beheld  with  his  own  eyes  burnt  at 
the  various  auio^-fes  which  had  been  exhibited  during 
bis  reign. 

It  is  impbssiUe  to  imagine  there  could  be  much  happi- 
ness or  gaiety  in  the  dourt  6f  a  monarch  whose  fevonrite' 
spectacle  was  an  auto^a^fe,        ' 

What  but  the  most  Absurd  and  impolitic  zeal  could 
have  indcr^ed  ]H)itip  IH  to  expel  the  Moors,  by  which 
Spain  lost  above  a  million  of  its  most  industrious  inhabit- 
ants ?  In  other  respects  he  seems  to  have  been  a  humane 
prince,  diametrically  opposite  to  the  cruel  disposition  of 
his  father. 

Thfe'  revdlt  of  Portugal,  and  its  final  separation  from 
the  Spanish  monarchy,  must,'  independent  of  either  cir- 
cumstances, have  thrown  a  gloom  over  the  pourt  of  Philip 

IV.     -        •  ■        ^  .:.... 
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As  the  tnind  of  his  son,  Charles  11,  seotts  t»  htve  been 
ocouptedy  during  his  whole  reign»  in  fiuBg^on  a  siu$cei»- ; 
or,  and  making  hislestaaoent,  there  was*  no  great  chance  . 
thflitthe  gloom  of  the  father's  court  would  bedkperaed 
by  gaiety  in  thflit  €^  a  prince  whose  thoughts  were  engross* . 
ed  by  such  subjects. 

.  The  choice  he  made  at  last  produced  the  horrors  of  a 
civil  war,  and' for  some  time  banidied  the  Court  fiom. 
Madrid.  But  wh^  Philip  V  was  firmly  placed  on  the 
throne,  and  peace  restored,  he  being  the  native  of  a  coun* 
try  distinguished  for  ease  and  vivacity,  it  was  natural  to 
imagine  that  Spanish  formality  would  have  given  place  to 
French  gallantry  at  bis  court :  yet,  as  if  there  were  smne- 
thing  in  the  atmosphere  of  that  place  that  banishes  every 
appearance  of  mirth,  and  inspires  gravity,  he  was  no  soon* 
er  settled  in  the  pali^ce  of  Madrid,. and  had  paid  a  few  vi- 
sits to  thp  monastery  of  the  i^scurial,  than  h^  became  re- 
served and  mplancboly. 

The  character  of  the  founder  of  this  famous  omveotf 
a^  well  ai^  the  n^ar^yrdom  of  the  saint,  contributes  to  &Lr 
c]te  gloomy  M^as.  The  happy  thought  of  giving  the  edi- 
fice the.form  of  the  instrument  of  the  saint's  torture,  is 
worthy  of  the  geniiis  of  Philip  II,  whonfe  the  monks  dig« 
nify  with  the  ti.tle  of  tlieir  bofyfotmdtr :  and  lest  so  bright 
a  thought  should  escape  the  pbservation  of  strangers  who 
visit  the  building,  the  ^legant  form  of  a  gridirpn  is  re« 
peated  on  the  walls,  dpors,  altars,  urindows,  and  robes  of 
the  priests ;  so  that  every  surrounding  object  conspires 
to  impress  on  the  mind  of  the  spectatmr  recollections  of 
tyranny,  superstitiqn,  and  tprture.  , 

,  Philip  Vy  however,  was  neither  tyimnnical  nor  crud, 
though  as  superstitious  and  reserved  f|s  any  of  hts  prede- 
cessors. 

The  kings  of  Spa^n  have,  for  m^y  years,  been  pat- 
terns of  conjugal  fidelity ;  and  what  is  fully  as  remarkable^ 
ifpneof  tliem  ha^been  able  lx>^s^rpass,  in 'that  virtue, 
the  prince  who  vi^as  called  to  tb^ir  throne  ffom  ihe  court. 

of  Versailles. 

'  •      *  ...  ^^ 

^  So  far  from  thjaking  of  any  father  bedfellow,  that  mc^f 
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Mt  to  hMewklicd  fiir  MymhBr  Hunifter^: 
frbnd^  or  ooai{Miiion^  tfaaa  iiit  wife. 

'He  not  only^pMaed  evory  nigbt  witk  her,  but  erery 
dejr alsa^-HHdc  or  wellhe. never  qaitted  her ,2  Mid  when' 
aAura^f  etateor^tiqueCtere^uirsd  that  otbert  aliodld  be^ 
fNT^fteiit^  he  always  ohowsd  marks  of  inipa^noe  dll  )ie ' 
oouU^  be  aleiie.  egein  with  the  queen.    These  never  was 
amli«'misBdle  of  constency. .  One  would  heye^lhoc^t' 
that  so  continued  a  iSuJt^iite  would  hate  dooied'  die' 
fiercest  flame  on  record^  and  that  Antony,  himself,  had  he^ 
been  60  confined  with  CleOpatnif  would  hive  giimihe 
«or)U  to  get  rid  of  her. 

«  itiift  not  probable  that  Pbihp  would  erer  iiaye  thought ' 
eC  another 'Woman  if  bis  first  queen  had  lived:  ht^sor-' 
sowy  on  aQcount  of  her  death,  however,  did  not  prevent' 
his  fluurrying' again. 

A  wife  seems  ^to  luive  been  almost  a  necessary  of  Hfe' 
for'  tins'  prinee:  he  w«s  not,  however,  difllcult  with  re- 
<peet  toilie  cboice—lAoe  he  left  eacinely  topth^r*.  Alt; 
he  seems  to  have  stipulated  was,  that  she  should  be  a  wo- 
man; and  from  tbe  moment  the  ceremony  of  than^ge 
was  performed,'  that  wom^  beeame  his  inseparable  eofai- 
panioa  and  pvime-minister,  as  well  as-hie  wile.  His  se« 
ooad  wife  -engrossed  his  attention,  and  every  moment  of 
hie  Ume,  as  mudh-  as  his  first  had  dene ;  amd,  if  she  had' 
dked  before  him,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  a' 
third  wife  would  have  enjoyed  all  the  inffluence.'of  thefor-*' 
mer  two.  toothing  surprised  this  uxorieus  prince  'so 
much  in  the  charaeter'of  his  countrymen,  and  parcicular* 
ly  in  that  of  his  grandftither  liewis  XIV  of  France,  ai' 
that  they  shoiild  have  so  little  taste  for  their  own  wives, 
aad  so  much  for  those  of  odier  meUi^ 

As.  Philip  stood  in  need  of'  no  other  amusement  than 
what  his  queen  afibrded,  there  were  seldom  any  enter«- 
tmnments  given  in  Ihe  palace ;  an^  the  court  of  Philip 
y,  notwithstanding  his  being  a  Frenchman,  was  as  sam>^> 
ire  as  that  of  his  Spanish  predecessors.  It  is  not  surpris- 
ing that  others  should  have  tired  of  it,  since  it  became 
insupportable  to  the  mofiai^h  hioftscif,  though  of  all  manr 
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IM  ¥wii»Aaiiv* 

l^nd  bfiiaemni  to  lisire  be^.th*  l«Mt  iiUiMplibk  of  jnbimL 
—The  fatigue  of  royalty,  waa  Itoo  opfirumtfAn  Jmo^^rh^ 
aMicated  the otown  iafiiiHUv of.' hb i^  re« 

tircdto  ttiefialace  of  Su  lUefeiuo,  in  hopiiof-^dyiDg^^ 
anluitintitEmpted  titeJuiU,  irkh  hit  wife:  dttiiog ;  the  M» 
nMbader  of  hia  lift.  He  waa  depm&SL  of  this  feliailjr .  • 
fejir  moaths  afteclie  iiad  begiin  to  ci^oy  it,  by  the .  dMk 
q£  ibi»  aiai  Lairisi  aod  he  ima  oU^ged  to  reauoift  the  caoMrsy 
wtecb^  M  his  owii  d^atb,  deaoanded  to  hia.aon  ferdinand 

Jt  is  recorded  of  Ffailip  V,  that^  in  bis  will,  be  oidered 
100,000  masses  to  be  said  for  the  repose  of  hia  soid;  bat» 
that  DOtbing  ntigfat  be  wasted,,  there  was  a.sftying^claiiae, 
tb^t  in.pi^  a  dmaUer  number  should  paota  auffident.  ta 
cpnduct  bim  to  heaven,  the  aur{dua  should  be  performed 
for  the  benefit  of  the  souls  of  the  poor  of  th^  pariah  in 
which  he  should  die. 

Thi^  in#moi»ble  instance  of  piety,  ^opnomy^  mdr  re* 
gard  for  the  poor,  may  serve  as  an  useful  bint  to  thos^ 
pripces  who  bestow  as  little  altentidn  on  the  imilvation  of 
their  own  «>uls  as  on  the  .wants jtrf*  the  poor^  . 

I  have  been  led  into  tUa  disqiusitiooi  by,  being  atrudc. 
with  the  psfiuUar  charaetersof  such  a  s^ies  of.  ponoea,. 
whieb  ctertainly,  independent  of  the  stately  reserve  and 
formality  of  Spanish  manners,  renders  the  eourt  and  ca^ 
{Htal  of  Spain  less  amunpg  lo  strangers  tbw  tlHHi0  of  any 
other  £u}:Qp(^n  kii^gdomf 

.  During  it^  x^ipi  of  FercKnaUd,  however,  4}e  i^oom  dT 
tbi»iSpmisb  court  was  occa^onally  dispersed,  or.  rendered- 
mpre  i^pportable,  by  music ;  an  art  for  wbiqb  Uiat  prince 
had  a  dfyiided  Ustfi,  and  of  wbpse  lud  no  man.  stood  in 
more  need :  for,  besides  a  deliqatje  constitutiofi  and  me^ 
landioly  taints  Ferdimnd  inberiiud  t4ie  uxorious  disposi* 
tion  of  bis  fath0rr 

If  he  was  governed  by.  bis  queen,  as  is  generally  supr 
poasd,  it  is  ^  proof  of  the  ability  of  thut  ppinpt^ss^  who 
wad.^  the  royal  family  of  PortugM  i  for  in  the  r^ign  of 
Ferdinand  tim  government fidopted  more  wise  regulations, 
^..tb0  uAtim  «i\}9yfid  mm  bwine^fs  and  i^F<w|>«rity, 
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Awauiiiig  theMm  pmod  of  nwrt  of  Ac  pnMditiff 
imgnl;  lwliieiii».flodetii7«ffsotedmUi.tlielM8af  hb 
^pMeii,  ia  the  yew  1758^  that  lie  raiounoed  ail  humntm^ 
OToidMl  aU  pomfmay^  neglected  all  earn  of  bia  hfaltii^  diut 
himwlf Mp ia achawhwr^  and  gave  loose  to  nognm^  tHl 
be  espiied  the  fioUovidg  yeart  wifhoiit  kavkig  any  poe^ 
lerity^  He  was  sttccealed  by  faia  broCber,  Don  Carlos, 
i^of  Naples*  I  shall  say  a  little  of  hm  m  my  next* 
Adkiij 

j»  Moai>Ai7irf  • 


LETTER  XIX- 

Th  f^ame  in  Continuation, 

Fmnh 

CsABU^  III  sot  having  the  same  taste  £w  munc  which 
bis  peedceessor  bad  displayed,  and  which  gave  rise  to  the 
dittingiiisbed.&vour  of  Facioelli,  the  court  vps  deprived 
of  the  only  enterUioment  in  which  the  bulk  of  the  court* 
iers  could  share* 

The  predominant  taste  of  Charles  III  was  shooting, 
sad  sonoietinies  what  is  called  a  gmeral  djter*huntiii^f 
Fer  the  fin^  the  Spanish  nobility  have  no  great  passion ; 
snd  the  enjoyment  of  the  second  is  confined  to  the  royal 
fiuDily.  It  is  conducted  in  the  following  tnaBner.-^A 
graat  number  of  peasants  being  ordered  to  fomn  a  circle, 
ciafanuwga  considerable  extent  of  ground  in  which  herds 
of  deer  aboundi  by  the  pe<^e  advancing  the  circle  gra* 
idiially  becomes  more  narrow^  and  the  deer  are  driven  into 
a  defile^  where  his  majesty  and  his  attendants  arp  waitir^ 
b  ttnbusbi  iuid»  as  the  terrified  animak  run  past,  he  has 
|ibe  glory  t^  kilUng  or  wounding  them  till  he  is  tired* 

*  Is  this  buntbg  ?Vsaid  I  to  an  English  gentleman,  whp 
|S«e  me  the  .apfM>unt;^«-|Io  wswers^,  piurodying  tjbe  linea 
irfPope^ 

'  •  ji.     u  V  *  It  i0«  i4is  I  too  iter* 
.  !7!i>  but  thii  jAniglUer  qtamfi9  hundi«d4eer/ 

Clmlf^  }Yf  the  pc(m9^  ^^9  i^  pf  an  i^th|#tic  mak^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


loud  of  exercise,  tettpemte^  m  bnvA  AtMiei  to  bis  qmm 
^  the  most  ocmstaiit  of  hispredkeesson^iva*  weee  talileirs, 
and  as  little  giiren  to. jealousy  as  aay  man  that  e^rer  existed; 

Her  majesty V  who  is  a  princess. of  Parma,  has  honour-^ 
ed  several  individuals  witb  her  disCinguisbed  patvonage ; 
and  the  men.  she  has  deligbted  to  honour  hav«  generally 
become  the  kiQgV  ministers ;  for  he  has  the  bluest  opi** 
hion  of  lier  judgment  in  men,  as  well  as  of  fa^'oongogat 
fidelity.  To  be  distinguished  by  the  queen'*s  favoav  was 
likely,  of  itsrif,  .to  rouse  slander  and  create  envy ;  but 
when  to  that  all  the  power  of. the  state  was  added,  you 
may  imagine  what  increased  activity  and  vigour  must  have 
been  given  to  both  :  •  insinuations  te  her  majesty's  disad^ 
vantage  were  conveyed  in  notes  laid  on  the  king's  plate 
under  his  naj^in,  thrown  into  his  coach,  transmitted  to 
him,  or  brought  to  his  notice,  by  every  means  which  en* 
vy  conldfaromptand:  malevolent  itygenuity  oontrive,  but 
all  wkbout  pitKluaing  the  .effect  intended:  he  renuuns 
fully  satisfied  that  bis  ^nsort  is  as  faithiul  to  him  as  he 
is  to  her. .  >  ' 

How  happy  would  it  be  for  many  wretched  husbands 
were  they  of  the  disposition  of  this  monarch !  for  as  hcn-ns 
are  plants  of  ideal  growth,  those  who  repose  on 'die  virtue 
of  their  wives,,  happen  what  may,  will  never  feel  the  pftngs 
of  their  sproiilting.    • 

This  well-disposed  monai^h  not  only  shuts  his  ears 
against  the  queen's  calumniators,  but  he  ts- averse  from 
believing  in  the  infidelity  of  married  people  in  general ;  he 
considers  adultery  as  one  of  the  greatest  of  crimes,  and  a 
belief  of  its  frequency  one  of  the  most  dangerons'  opinions 
that  can  prevail  in  this  age  of  dangerous  opinions;  6e« 
cause  it  tends  to  shake  the  reverence  of  children  to  tb^r 
parents,  and  the  loyalty  of  subjects  to  liieir  Sovereign,  by 
suggesting  that  even  the  btoodn-oyal  may  have  been  adul- 
terated byplebeiaii  mixture;  an  idea  whieh  cannot  fittl 
to  diminish  the  veneration  due  to  it.  The  well^isposed 
prince  cannot  believe  that  a  crime  pipegnant  with  such 
mischief  ever  prevailed  ;  or,  if-  it  ever  did,  it  must  have 
been  in  the  ages  of  heathen  darkkiess,  and  among  the 
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fewest  vvXgKC.   Hie  notion  tfaat  it  prevails  now^  Ketbinks, 
can  bnly  be  entertained  by  men  speculating  in  their  do*' 
sets,  atkd  drawing  inferences  fiiom  the  customs^  dP  the  an^- 
ctents,  but  toiallj  unacquainted  widi  the  manners  of  mo^- 
dem  times.        ' 

A  thousand  peculiarities  respecting  this  prince  mark 
him  as  a  good-natured  man :  subject  to  sudden  fits  of  an«. 
ger,  he  is  quickly  pacified,  and  impatient  to  make  repara- 
tion to  his  attendants  for  whatever  he  has  said  or' done, 
during  his  passion,  that  was  too  violent  or  disobliging.: 
When  any  of  them  falls  sick,  or  meets  with  a  disagreeable 
accident,  he  shews  a  degree  of  compassion  and  sympathy 
that  is  not  common  in  princes. 

The  person  who  gave  me  this  account,  and  on  whose 
veracity  I  have  the  fullest  reliance,  said  he  was  witness  to 
the  king^s  shedding  tears  when  one  of  his  life-^arda 
broke  his  leg  by  a  iail.  from  his  horse  as  he  rode  by  hii^ 
majesty^s  coach^ 

He  is  said  to  be  very  little  acquftmted  with  business, 
though  he  regularly  sits  in  council,  with  thcF  queen  at  his 
side :  and  though  his  ministers  are  suj^ioied  to  be  selected 
by  the  queen,  she  is  so  observant  of  decorum,  that  she  ex^ 
presses  nd  ofiinion  in  words  while  sitting  in  countdl ;  but 
they  generally  understand  by  her  looks  what  she  approves 
or  disapproves,  and  they  act  accordingly.  When  the  Prince 
of  Peace  possessed  her  favour,  she  usually  sent  fbr  him  to 
the  king^s  apartment  after  the  breaking-upbf  the  council, 
informed  him  of  what  had  been  resolved,  gave  directions 
respecting  the  execution,  and  then  looked  at  the  king,  who 
confimaed  what  i^he  said  by  a  nod. 

Her  countenance  is  more  distingui^ed  fbr  penetration 
than  fbr  eftlver  'beauty  or  good-nature ;  yet  she  contrives 
to  tbnow  off  its  usual  sourness  when  strangers  are  present- 
ed,  and  receives  them  with  a  smite  and  the  appearance  of 
graciousness. 

Thtfre  is  nothing  mighty  amusing,  you  see,  in  all  this 
pantonfime,  which  is  only  varied  by  melancholy  card-par- 
ues,  or  iionversation-pai^ies,  still  more  melancholy,  com- 
posed cf  the  attendants  in  rotation. 
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Tbdsgh  Ae  imhMter  of  eMkdiArnitdi^MirtmtaitrnMk 
acts  biisniefls  wiAt  the  kiog»  yet  th^  wemlhtk  more  duiii 
ekrkt  under  the  Prince  erf*  Feaee,  who,  in  fi&«edpe«lt»  es^ 
ctpt  a  few  fermn,  was  supreme  minister. 

His  name  originally  was  Don  Manuel  Godoi^  the  son 
of  an  Hidalgo  of  Bad^^o,  laEst^madura,  tfan  atidtot 
family)  in  Tery  narrow  clreumstaoees :  he  was  educated  as 
people  in  bis  situatkm  usually 'are  in  the  pre^inees  €i 
Spain ;  and  when  he  arrived  at  the  proper  age,  entered  aa 
A  priviate  soldier  in  the  company  of  life-guards,  #here  he 
served  for  several  years,  until  he  had  the  good  fortune  to 
be  disdngttlriied  by  royal  penetration,  and  raised  to  su- 
preme favour.  He  is  a  man  of  address,  and  radier  of  gen* 
leel  manners :  he  has  endeavoured  to  repair  the  deficien- 
cies of  his  education  by  study.  He  was  disposed  to  en« 
courage  science,  and  give  protection  to  men  of  letters.  He 
always  showed  a  partiaUty  for  the  English,  and  a  desiie 
to  prevent  a  rupture  between  Spain  and  Great  Britain. 

The  grandees  seem  to  be  a  race  apart  in*  this  country ; 
they  engross  the  highest  offices  of  the  palAce,  and  are  em* 
ployed  in  attendance  on  the  king's  person,  though  very 
seldom  in  the  affairs  of  government.  It  is  said  that  Ibeir 
editcation  and  talents  are  generally  of  a  natureto  prevent 
this  from  being  a  loss  to  the  public.  Their,  persons,  aa 
well  as  minds,  are  thought  more  diminutive  than  the  usu« 
id  human  size  in  their  country.  Those  who  assert  thia 
impute  it  to  their  intermarrying  constantly  with  each  o« 
ther,  and  to  some  other  physical  causes.  The  higher  ,Spa-> 
liish  nobility  seldom  eat  at  each  oth^rB  houses,  diough.they 
reside  the  whole  year  at  Madrid ;  hardly  any  of  them  live 
at  their  seats  in  the  provinces,  or  ever  go  ift  all  to  the  coun* 
tryu  except  those  whose  offices  oUige  them  to  accompany 
the  royal  family,  when  they  visit  the  diff^«nt  country 
|ial^u:es,  at  stated  periods  of  the  year. 

Considering  the  natural  beauty  and  fertility  of  many 
povinces  of  Spain,  it  seems  surpri^g  that  the  3pontarda 
)n  general  diould  prefer  a  town  to  a  couptty  life ;  it  seema 
also  singular,  that,  notwithstanding  the  severity  and  vari« 
libleness  of  the  plimat^,  thfi  inbaltttapts  gf  )iQiH>ilatry  have 
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ibown  ageeMtviondanfrlipr  ratal  £fr,  or  gr«Mtf  idbin^ 
tion  of  raf»l  batiiey»  jkban  tboM  of  Omit  BrilM.  Tha# 
la^f  {mfaaps^  appear  ks»  aufpriaiag.  in  tha  nhaUlaitta  of 
tbe  flDutk  tban  in  thoaa  of  the  nortih  of  tbb  iilaiid4.  yatl 
baire  bam  aaiufed  diaiike  Seotchafe  aa  food  af  a  crniii* 
try  life  aatha  Eogliaii.  And'wliat  poets,  of  any  natioo^ 
hme  (kaeribed  rtiml  otigabtt  moietSUcofliifuUy,  or  willi  a 
fonder  eiithutta«ni»  than  Thomaon,  Bttrnt^  and  Beattia  ? 

Few  «f  the  lioUlity.  of  Splda  diqplay  aoy  taste  -  for  the 
pursuits,  of  Ikeratare.  la  thia  they  are rprdbaUy  iafluen*' 
ced  by  tbe  example  c^  ibe  royaL  fttdily  in  all  its  bmbches^ 
who  have  auffioieiidy  shown  tlwt  literatim  of  any  kitid  ie 
not  xeqilisate  in  sovere%ii  prinoesy  of  which  .the  present 
Imgof  Niqikftisaiaost  strikuig  instanoe.  It  is  hairdlj 
CKdibk,  though  I  bate  beaxd  it  olun  asserted,  that. his 
royal  consort  was  tbe  first  wha  succeeded  m  teachings  hai 
Neapolitan  najesty  to  read.:  but  notbhig  is  nM«e  certain 
than  that,  whoever  taught  him,  it  is  an  aeeompHehineal 
he  aeldom  niakes<ttse  of. 

What  is  also  singular  is,  that  .notwithstttadio^^thiil 
princes  of  tbe  hmise  of  Bourbon  have  so  long  satoa  thcr 
throne  o(  Spain,  yet  tbe  nobility  of  this  cottntry>  are  less 
acquainted  with  the  French  language  than  the  nobles  <^ 
any  other  European  nation :  they  differ  from  the  great  of 
other  naUons  likewise,  in  being  as  superstitious  as  the 
vulgar. 

This  account,  which  I  received  from^  a  person  oi  in* 
tegrity  and  penetration,  was  given  as  subject  to  many  ex- 
cqiiioas,  and  does  not  include  diose  foreigners  on  whom 
the  Spanish  monarchs  have,  at  vanons  periods^  coaferred 
the  rank  of  grandees  of  Spain,  several  of  whom  were  mats 
of  eminent  merit,  who  had  performed  distinguished  serv<i- 
ioes  to  that  nation. 

The  style  <^  living  of  the  grandees  of  Spain  is  not  eal^* 
odated  to  excite  envy  in  the  breasts  of  Aose  who  hav^e  a. 
taste  £»r  the.  real  enjoyments  of  lt& ;'  it  is  expeaave,  with*- 
out  being  elegant ;  and  their  expense  consists- chiefly  in 
an  useless  number  of  carriages,  mules,  and  doquesdcs* 

I  do  not  knoir  whether  the  ofiiimnaand^cfltaiaiilejof  the^ 
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110  mmupAVint. 

present  king  hwve  bftnidbed  jealouqr  fiom  the  ctfk^  of 
Spain  ;•  biit,  eertainl j,  there  is  as  liltJe  affwishuice  irf  it  lA 
Madrid  as  in  any  town  in  Europe.  It  were  to  be  wiriied 
that  tbetnuoquillity  which  husbands  now  seem  to  enjoy 
on  that  bead  was  derived,  like  that  of  bis  majes^^  ham 
aoOBsciousnessof  their  own  diaslity  ^  but  the  very  re^ 
verse  of  this  is  true,  if  I  can  rely  on  the  account  of  aomi^ 
who,  by  a  long  residence  in  that  dty,  and. an  extensive 
acquaintance  with  the  inbabitantSi  may  be  sujpfposed  to 
haveacquwed  a  more  accurate  knowledge  of  their  man* 
ners  Uian  the  kingi  had  any  opportunity  of  doing. 

Though  far  less  gay,  the  mamiars  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Madrid  wiere,  when  I  was  tfiere,  nuidi  6&  a  levd,  iit 
point  of  prafligaGj,  widithose  of  the  Parisians  before  tho 
revolutioo:  since  that  period,' undoubtedly,  the  kttnr 
have,  in  that4urtrele,  surpassed- all  rivabbip. 

:  This  akecation  in  tbe  manners  of  the  Spaniards,  in  the 
midst  of  the  evil  that  it  ha^  produced,  seen^  to  have  had 
one  good  effect ;  namely,  that  there  is  hsirdly  any  sueh 
thing  j»  assassination  on  account  \of  jeahmsy;  and  -the 
profession  of  a  bravo  has  fallen  into  total  decay.  Fare* 
weUl  ...  ' 

4.  IftOaj^AUNX. 


LETTER  XX. 

'    The  Same  in  Continuation. 

/      ...  Vew^. 

jLhe  cfaar^scters  and  manners  of  tbe  inhabitants  of  diffier* 
ent  provinces  vary  more  from  each  other  in  Spiun  than 
in  other  ooontriei  of  Europe ;  owing,  probably,  to  tbe 
Spanish  provinces  having  formerly  been  distinct  king^ 
doms :  this  accounts  alao  for  tbe  hcutred  which  they  reci* 
procaily  have  for. each  other,  which,  in  some,  I  am  toldy 
is  as.  violent  as  ever  it  could  have  been  je;ven  when  they 
were  in  a  state  of  war. 

Theiah^Iulaiits  of  Estremadura,  Andidusia,  and  Mur« 
cia,  asejtbought  more  lively  than  the  rest  of  th^r  coun- 
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'tfymtftSi  t9i&  nativtr  of  the  soiitlMirn  pioi4iiite8  ase  the 
most  indasorioQi ;  tbeiaie.  of  C^tile  and  Am^n  laizy, 
proud^  TiQ^KotiYe,  amoroius  ^nd  desptBing  trade  and  in- 
dostiy. 

I  Mieire  i  already  remarked,  tbat  tlie  general  and  a^ 
sianlatTng  isatare  of  the  mass  of  the  people  ariste  fi^ 
.their  abject  8apentition^~tbat  child  of  deceit,  begot  on 
ignorance.  The  world  is  fortUe  in  error;  yetftlsehood 
can  floansh  only  for  a  tme,  because  doomed  to  perish  as 
socm  as  discovered  ^  wtereas  trulhf  when  discovered,  is 
mmor^aL  Season  and  experience  are  the  discoverers  xif 
tiruth  ;*thei!dbre  none  should  be  preduded  from  the  ex- 
ercisii  of  their  reaaonii^  faculties;  nor  is  any  subject  to 
aocred^ithatit  oi^ht  not  to  be  examined  into.  Those 
.irha  have^^apphed  thdir  talwte  to  the  investigation  of  truth 
have  in  general  been  virtuous  men ;  but  this  is  not  always 
Ae  c^ases^sdme,  who^by  study  and  natural  pienet ration, 
have  seen  tibi»iigh  the  masks  which  deceive  others,  have 
sometimes^  from  motives  of  ambiticm  and  interest,  be. 
come  the  propi^tars  (rf  fhlsehood ;  and^  lest  other  men 
should  make  the  same  disoovery  which  they  have  made 
themselves,  they  forbid  the  exercise  of  reason  on  certain 
subjects. 

The  complicated  systesm  of  fraud  aiid  oppression,  by 
which-  the  vast  majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  country 
•tfre  kept  in  slavery  and  ignorance,  was  formed  by  degrees, 
and  contrive  by  abler  heads  than  those  who  now  carry  it 
on ;  many  of  whom  are  as  ignorant  and  superstitious  as 
the  populace  they  are  employed  to  deceive.  The  bulk  of 
the  dergy'of  Spain,  secular  and  regular,  may  be  included 
among  those  agents:  they  are  certainly  sunk  in  ignorance 
and  superstition,  far  beneath  the  clergy  of  any  other 
country  of  Europe ;  and,  on  that  very  account,  carry  on 
the  plan  more  successftiUy ;  fer  as  Tertoce  well  observed, 
<;  men  act' better  who,  being  deceived  themselves,  perform 
ex  animo  omnuiy  ut  fert  jtatura^  than  those  who  are  pre- 
instructed,  and  perlbrm  de  industrid.^ 
.  I  ^  have  heard  that  French  principles,  at  one  time,  be« 
gan  to  gain^  ground  in  the  ihetropoKs,'  and  some  of  the 
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fM-fwrt  lD#sit  of  Sfmm.  If  tfait  evte  vat  die  tam^  iAm 
late  eiHHmiiifes  of  the  French,  widi  the  nqMuaious  eooduet 
i»f  tbeU*  gayermtieiit,  must  hsve  earad  the  S|nQiard%  ee 
well  as  the  natiyes  of  every  other  eountry  in  Europe,  of  any 
.diaponticm  of  that  kind.  The  directory,  floir^  nay  re« 
nonnoe  the  hope  of  making  proMlytes  thmiigh  lore,  aad^ 
like  Mahomejt)  rely  Upon  the  power  of  the  suroBd  and  tenor 
only  for  spreading  their  system* 

They  have  effected  what.  I  eoee  thooght  imfiossilde,  by 
dispUying  to  the  world  something  more  odious  and  drcad« 
fill  than  even  a  despotie^  monarchy  (  and  the  measures  of 
their  goverapieot,  at  various  periods  of  the  revcdntion,  sn 
well  as  those  now  pursued,  are  as  inoonmsteiit  with  die 
professions  at  the  beginning  as  the  oonduet  of  tbe  fint 
propagators  of  Christianity  was  fieom  that  of  die  oourt  of 
Inquisition* 

This  leads  me  to  say  a  &w  words  on  that  courts  taW 
gready  abridged  in  power;  and  on  that  adoomit  only, 
perhaps,  less  cruel  than  £nrmerly. 

Heretofore  the  kings  of  Spain  diemsriyes  seem,  on 
some  occasions,  to  have  been  subservient  to  the  pbi^er  .rf 
that  tremendous  tribunal,  and  the  mere  ejieeutidiiem  of 
its  vengeance.  Now  it  is  dwindled  into  an  engine  in  the 
hands  of  the  king.  i 

The  dreadful  ceremony  called  AuUhda^Fi,  now  hdd  in 
as  much  abhorrence  by  most  of  the  cathcrfies  as  I^  ptotest* 
ants,  was  always  attended  by  Philip  II,  and  be  ej^adted 
the  same  punctuality  from  his  grandees  and  noUes  of  both 
sexes.  This  was,  assuredly,  the  greatest  victory  that 
superstidon  ever  gained  over  humanity  ;  or  the  greatest 
poof  of  the  abject  complusance  of  qomrtiers  to  the  vitiated 
taste  of  a  king  that  could  be  given*  The  dduded  po)ptt<* 
lace,  in  the  meantime,  ured  execrations  on  the  iittser<« 
able  victims,  as  they  were  led  to  execution,  and  seemed 
to  take  the  same  delight  with  the  tyrant  in  their  agOi* 
nies. 

How  strongly  does  this  illustrate  die  danger  of  admit* 
ting  power  into  the  hands  of  the  populace !  This.  Philip, 
the  most  unrelentiiig  tyrant  that  ever  Spain  knew,  was  not 
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more  cruel  aftd  um^lentiog  tban  fke  common  people  of 
Madrid. 

.  It  is  probable*  however,  that  the  polmlace,  as  well,  as 
Philip,  were  prompted  by  another  motive,  besides  their 
horrid  taste  for  executions :  tiey,  by  their  acelamati(»s» 
and  by  the  curses  they  poured  on  the  wretched  victiais 
leading  to  ezeeutite,  paid  slavish  court  to  the  tyrant  and 
the  inquisitors ;  Af,  infinitely  more  absurd,  imiigined  that 
he  expiated  his  sins,  and  secured  to  himnelf  a  distinguish* 
ed  place  in  paradise*  This*was  as  singular  an  instancy 
c^  selMelusion  as  ever  occurred ;  for,  if  common  sense 
and  humanity  did  not  suggest  to  him  the  absurdity  of 
«uch  an  expectation,  the  religion  be  professed  taught  him 
that  heaven  was  to  be  attained  by  mortification  and  pe- 
nance, and  not  by  induigijog  a  favourite  enjoyment. 

But,  whatever  gratiBcation  a  gloomy-minded  tyrant, 
or  a  Inrutal  pc^lace,  might  derive  from  such  spectacles 
as  aiito^<ak/#s,  they  must  have  revolted  the  feelings  df  the 
royal  family,  and  ^eir  attendants  in  general*  This  was 
prdl>ably  observed  by  the  inquisitors,  who  therefore  seem 
to  have  exacted^  it.  as,  a  duty,  or  at  least  praised  it  as  a 
merit,  to  be  gresent  at  such  dreadful  ceremonies.  How 
else  can  we  account  for  the  succeeding  kings,  with  their 
families,  and  many  of  the  nobility,  ever  attending  on  such 
oomsions  P  For  niy  part,  I  am  persuaded,  that  nothing 
but  the  dread  of  being  a  victim  could  ever  induce  any 
person  of  common  humanity  to  be  a  spectator  of  such  a 
hellish  exhibition. 

The  last  very  grand  avXo-iarfi  that  was  exhibited  at 
Madrid  was  in  the  year  1680,  of  which  a  pompous  ac^ 
count  was  afterwards  published,  with  a  list  of  the  suffer- 
ers,  and  the  sentence  on  each.  This  work  is  dedicated 
to  Cliarles  II,  then  king  of  S.pain,  who  is  styled  tht  PiU 
lar  of  the  Faiths  Capiaiti-General  of  the  MUiiia  of  Qod; 
and  highly  praised  for  his.  fortitude,  in  reftiwiing  so  long 
at  this  pious  spectacle,  notwithstanding  the  htai  of  the 
weather ;  ^  a  constancy ,**  it  is  added,  <  worthy  of  the  ad- 
miration of  future  ages.**    In  this  work,  which  is  warmly 

VOL.  VII.  *  H 


Digitized  by 


Google 


114  iircm^A«^;rt. 

recominended  to  the  jpenisal  of  aAl  eiiie^re  CtbiigtaiiM^  a 
faithful  list  is  also  given  of  all  the  nobility,  of  both  seaGes^ 
ivfio'  "were  present,  -with  as  minute  a  desertfkion  of-  their 
dresses  as  appears  in  our  newspapers  after  a  UrthNday^ 
for  the  author  observes,  that  <  in  what  regands  wo  aacved 
a  ceremony,  every  circitmstanee  is.of  iiAportanoe.^ 

Notwithstanding  the  eloquence  o£  thi^  aiUhor^  tfaiaeei 
lemony  has  never  since  bee!^  performed  in  SpaJpi  wi€h 
equal. pomp,  and  seldom  takes  plaoe  at- alL>  Yet  tfatt 
court  of  Inquisition  has  not  been  entirely  adbolished  ;  but 
is  still  field  out,  in  terrorem^  especially  agatrtst  open  ittt^ 
piety  and  French  principles.  It  wotild  be  ^elifor  tnqui^ 
sitors  if  their  power  had  never  been  exetvisedfor  worse 
purposes. 

Though  we  remained  a  longer  time  at  Madrid  dian^ittul 
expected,  and  made  vari^ile^cuTsions  from  it  into  differ* 
ent  provinces,  I  recollect  nothing  further  worth  mentioiOA 
hog  Guring  our  residence -^ in  Spain.  Travers  and  I  hav-^ 
ing  each  of  us  friends  at  Gibraltar,  and  an  equal  desire  td 
see  the  fortress  itself,  we  went  accordingly.  What  fiiat 
occurs  to  a  British  sul^ect,  -on  his  arrival,  is  to  visit  ib^ 
places  where  the  last  great  attack  was  made,  and  where 
British  valour  and  -humanity  sh6ne  with  'equal  lusftre; 
The  vast  sums  expended  by  the  court  of  'Spain,  the  re^ 
putatidn  of  the  generals,  engineers,  and  troops  as's^mbled^ 
the  ptesence  of  a  prince  of*  the  blbod  of  IVlmte,  and  tlie 
union  of  the  fleets  of  France  and  Spain,  prove  the  high 
expectation  then  entertained  of  the  reduction  of  that  forik 
ress ;  which  other  powers,  jealous  of  the  maritime  stk*ength 
of  England,  would  have  seen  with  satisfaction. 

The  undertakers  of  the  opera  at  Paris  were  so  convin-^ 
ced  of  success,  that  they  put  themselves  to  unusual'  ex* 
pense  in  machinery,  to  represent,  in  the  liveliest  niann^*^ 
the  scaling  of  the  rock,  and  the  various  incidents  of  thd 
isiege  till  the  surrender.  A  very  magnificent  bombard^ 
ment  was  prepared,  of  the  success  of  which  nobody  har.* 
.  bburcd  the  least  doubt. 

And  that  tlie  poetical  portion  of  this  undertaking  might 
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Bof,  m  pomt  dP.geiiius,  fidl  bomtli  the  knedumiodit  a 
poet,  of  loftier  flight  than  opefa  poets  epmrnonly  arei  wee 
engt^ged  to  oooqpoie  the  nec^tativo  end  seiigB:  the  .bui%* 
den  of  loaie  of  the  latter,  and  of  the  graod  ehonui  wa8» 
that  French  and  Spanish  valour, and  tngeoAtily  had  never 
•hone  brighter  than  in  this  ironderfiil  eobquest  df  Gibb 
raltar. 

Whatever  inay  have  been  the  case  at  Madrid,  I  iras 
assQuedy  by  a  French  gentleman*  '  that  the  failare  of  the 
opern  flecasicmed  m^ch  more  uneasiness  at  Paris  than,  the 
rairing  of  the  rii^»  Some  amateurs,'  he.  added;  <  had 
inristed,  even  after  the  event. was  known,  that  the  pmee 
shcHild  be  rqweaenled  just  as  was  intended;  giring  it^  aa 
thmr  firm  persuasion,  tbat.pnpvided:  thefire-works  wow 
well  played  off,,  and  the  bomberdment  hqqpily  executed, 
the  piece  would  afford  the  spectators  just  as  mmh  pleasure 
as  if  the  fortress  had  been  in  reality  taken.^ 

The  hopes  c^  Franee,  Spain,  and  Holland,  however, 
being  by  this  event  blasted,  they  were  fain  to  n^ke  peace 
with  Great  Brit^  on  reasmaUe  terms. 

The  oombinatjon  of  those  pollers  was  at  that  time  voi^ 
luntaty;  at  present  it  is  ccmslraiQed  by  the  tyranny  of 
France  alone,  and  is  undoubtedly  enfeebled  by  fear,  hat- 
red, and  distruet.  What  ground,  therefore,  is  there  to 
imagine},  that  their  combination  against  Eagknd  now  will 
be  inore  succeisfMl  than  it  was  then  f  Surely  none.  In 
that  comfortable  hapei,  I  remaiflif  my  dear  cobnel,  very 
sincerely,  yours^  &c» 

J.HOEJSAVNT. 


LETTER  XXL 
7%e  Same  in  CcntinuaHan. 

jELt  Gibraltar  both  Travers  and  I  received  letters,  press** 
ing  our  speedy  return  to  England.  His  uncle,  Mr.  Plun- 
tive,  was  thought  to  be  realf^in  a  dangerous  state  of 
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nephew.  The*  bmiiiecM^;!  whieh  required  my  TOtmrn  'was 
thoiighr  to  b^'^eat]y  i^t-my  advabtage  |ilso,  thoiigh  hot-' 
ridly  x»nti^y^U^Vi|y  ihdSliftatimi.'  Some  ofinjF  nearestrc- 
IatiiMs,.^ortiiniist  JciidWi,'(aTe  so^  solicitous  >for  m j Jlajofn- 
4im4  (diat  th^  do  aU^  in vihek*  power  to  reitdet  me  mutr^ 
able^  i^nd  are  eternally  proposing  plans  for  my  interest, 
whicb  I  deitest.  ThfU:  which: they  uniblded  to-me  on  the 
present  ocoa!^ion  was  a'mo6t<advsntageous^marriage«  to  a 
kdy.^in.  whom  are  united,'  JOseording  to  dmr  -  account, 
birth,  beauty,  riches,  and  oC.  course  a  variety  of  otber  ac« 
eomplishlnents.  Yon  know,  T  supposie;  that  ipeakingbad 
iFrench,idrawing  hideously,  and  thrumming  a  few  Italian 
airs  on  the  piano-fort6^  are  each  of  them  called  anaccod- 
plisbmenC  ;;and  sh^  wfad  asgrosses  f^i  the  three  is. thought 
a  most  accomplushed  woman  indeed.  I  have  known  some 
of  these  accomplishe'd  ladies,  however,  to  any  one  of 
whom  if  I  were- niamed,  I  should  willingly: relinqiiish 
half  her' fortune,  on  condition  that  she  would  renounce 
her  painting,  and-  never  attempt  to  speak  Frehch,  tier  to 
play  on  the  piano-fort^yi?  my  hearings  Oh  the  whole, 
the  reason  which  some  of  my  relatioiis  urg^d  for  my  re* 
turn  decided  my  remaining  out  of  England. 

We  had  heard,  long  before,  of  the  retreat  of  our  troops 
frmn  Toulon,  and  that  General  O'Hara  had  been  taken 
prisoner,  much  to  the  regret  of  every  intelligent  person 
in  the  garrison  of  Gibraltar,  where  he  was  highly  esteem^ 
ed  as  a  gallant  officer  and  most  agreeable  man. 

As  soon  as  Travers  understood  that  I  had  determined 
not  to  return  to  England,  and  that  I  had  an  inclination  to 
pass  over  to  Corsica,  he  declared  that  he  would  accom- 
pany me., 

Though  nothing  could  have  been  more  agreeable  to- 
me, I  could  not  bear  the  thought  of  his  not  gratifying  the 
desire  of  his  uncle,  and  risking  the  loss  of  so  rich  a  suc- 
cession. I  was  at  great  pains,  therefore,  to  persuade  him 
to  return  to  England,  without  loss  of  time. 

He  Was  lotig  obstinate,  and  insisted  on  accompanying 
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me  to  Corsica.  '  When  I  urged  ^be  loss  he.  wa^  likely  td* 
sustaiDy  by  delaying  his  return,  he  retbrtedon  Bie^.the. 
folly  of  my  not  dbrectly  flying  into  the  arms^of  the  meoUhy^ 
Mecomplisked  wUe- my  relations  had  prepared  for  me^^by 
which  I  might  lose  as  good  a « fortune  as  he  could  by  dis*. 
obliging  his  uncle  ;^  and  you  never  heard  such*  a  curious 
contest  as  we  had  for  a  long  time.  I  prevailed,  hoWeTer, 
at  last.  "  •  i' 

He  agreed  for  his  passage  in  a  ship  ready  to  sail  for 
Portsmouth.  The  night  before  he  sailed,  I  told  him  that 
I  should  accompany  him  next  morning  to  th^  vessel^  and 
there  take  leave  of  him. 

When  r  called  at  his  apartment,  at  the  hour  appointed, 
I  was  informed  that  he  had  gone  aboard  three  hours  liefoi'e, 
and  that  the  vessel  had  sailed  a  little  after.  He  left  a 
note,  directed  to  me,  conceived  in  these  terms.— 

^  I  detest  all  ceremonies,  but  particularly  that  of  tak-s 
ing  leave*  I  should  have  been  more  obliged  to  you  if 
you  Irad  allowed  me  to  follow  my  own  inclination*  Every 
man  is  the  best  judge  of  what  suits  his  own  taste :  I  never, 
endeavoured  to  dissuade  you  from  eating  vd»ison»  though, 
I  prefer  roast  beef.  Many  people  sacrifice  their  haf^i* 
ness  to  their  interest  i:  I  choose  rather  to  sacrifice  my  in-^ 
terest  to  my  happiness ;  yet  I  have  yielded  to  your  ar- 
guments, against  my  own  systekn,  in  the  present  instance* 
I  hope  your  victory  will  afiWd  you  as  much  pleasure  & 
it  gives  me  pain.     Farewell  !** 

You  cannot  imagine  how  mu^h  I  was  afiecjted  at  the 
perusal  of  this  note.  If  the  vessel  had  not  been  gone,  L 
am  by  no  means. sure  that  I  should  not  either  have •  ac*. 
companied  him  to  Bngland,  or  taken  him  with  me  to  Cor- 
sica. 

Soon  after  my  sepiaration  from  honest  Travers,  I  found 
an  opportunity  of  passing  from  Gibraltar  to  Corsica.  My 
iriendship  for  certain  officers  on  that  service,  as  well  a^ 
my  passion  for  new  and  interesting  scenes,,  prompted  met 
to  tliat  measure. •  I  arrived  duripg  the  siege  of  Cab^i, 
and  was  wilness  to  the  judicious  manner  in  which  the  ge?, 
neral^  who  conduGtedL.thd  siege,  m^  ^ius  approaphea  to^ 
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that  strong  fortress^  Neiver  was  more  seal  for  the  publie 
lerviee  displayed  than  by  that  intelligent  and  higb-spirited 
cffioer.  The  excessive  beat  of  the  climate,  and  the  un- 
wholesome nature  of  the  soil^  had  produced  great  sicknesa 
amongst  the  troops :  this  increased  to  such  a  degree,  that 
there  was  reason  to  fear,  if  the  place  was  not  carried  sooUt 
that  there  would  be  a  necessity  to  relinqmsh  the  siege* 
The  fatigue  which  the  troops  underwent  was  immense  ; 
they  were  encouraged  to  support  it,  however^  by  the  ex* 
ample  of  the  general,  who  was  seldom  absent  from  the 
trenches  in  the  day  time,  and,  at  night,  often  slept, \wrapt 
up  in  his  cloak,  on  the  platform.  As  he  did  not  choose  to 
irust  entirely  to  any  report  made  by  the  engineers  and 
others  respecting  the  progress  of  the  breach,  he  exposed 
himself  to  the  greatest  danger  by  examining  it  in  person. 

As  soon  as  the  breach  in  the  outworks  was  judged  prac- 
ticable,  a  body  of  six  hundred  choseti  troops,  mostly  gre- 
nadiers and  light  infantry,  were  appointed  for  that  serv?^ 
ice,  and  put  under  the  command  of  the  same  officer  who 
had  conducted  the  storm  of  the  Convention-fort,  soon  af- 
^r  the  landing  of  the  British  troops  on  the  island. 

In  this  fort  no  breach  could  have  been  effected  without 
/erecting  a  battery  on  an  adjacent  hill,  which  was  so  steep 
^hat  it  was  imagined  impos»ble  to  drAg  cannon  up.  This 
difficulty  was  surmounted  by  the  sseal  of  Lord  Hood,  and 
the  prodigious  eiPorts  of  a  body  of  British  sailors^  whom 
he  sent  ashore  for  that  purpose. 

The  Convention-fort  'at  that  time  was.  garrisoned  by 
troops  of  the  line,  and  commanded  by  a  brave  veteraii 
French  officer,  who  refused  to  capitulate,  although  a  con* 
slderaUe  breach  was  made,  and  received  the  assailants  at 
the  head  of  his  men.  The  officer  who  led  the  assault, 
and  entered  the  breach  with  the  British  troops,  cut  down 
a  French  grenadier  who  fought  at  the  side  of  Bis  com- 
inander.  The  assiulants  rushed  ill  on  all  sides,  and  the 
Ponvcfntion-fort  was  carried^ 

I  already  mentioned,  that  this  same  officer  was  chosen 
^.foonduct  also  the  ttxjfta  of  Calvi.  Day-break  was  judg* 
pj^  the  pMjj^r  time  f<Mr  makipg  the^ittciDpt.    j    . . 
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The  French^  at  this  peribd,  seen  to  iksre  madiB  it  arrul^ 
<tD  fttud  ao  Meaidt  rather  than  capitulate,  even  after  a 
'pttolicaUe  breach  was  loade.  They  eiqpected  to*  repel  the 
4MaiIaot8  on  the  praient  joccmoa,  by  throwing  grenades 
from  the  parapet  nearest  the  breach^  as  well  as  by  the 
«fire  of  the  garrison. 

The  officer  who  was  to  conduct  the  assault  posted  his 
troops,  at  midnight,  ^nong  the  myrtle-bushes  with  which 
^the  rocks  around  Calvi  are  covered;  and  as  near  the 
kwach  as  he  could  go,  without  being  heard  by  the  enemy. 
That  there  'might  be  no  risk  of  alarming  them  by  acci- 
<iental  firing,  he  had  ordered  the  soldiers  not  to  load,  hav- 
ing previously  convinced  them  that  their  ploint  would  be 
best  effected  by  the  bayonet. 

A  little  before  day-break  the  commander-in-chief  arriv- 
edft  with  the  officers  of  bis  suite.  He  had  the  $atisfa<:tion 
•to  find  that  the  garrison  had  not  been  alarmed  at  that 
quarter.  False  attacks  had  been  made  elsewhere,  to  di* 
Tert  their  attention. 

'  After  a  short  conversation  between  the  general  and  the 
officer  who  was  to  lead  the  assault,  the  signal  was  given. 
The  troops  advanced,  with  a  rapid  step,  to  the  breach ; 
they  were  half  way  b^efore  they  were  observed  by  the  ene-> 
my.  A  volley  of  grape-shot  was  fired  from  the  ramparts. 
The  dubious  light,  before  day-break,  made  the  cannoniers 
take  a  false  aim .:  the  sbpt  flew  over  the  heads  of  the  ad- 
vancing party  ;  and  some  of  the  generaPs  attendants,  who 
atood  on  the  ground  wher^  I  was,  and  from  which  the 
sixers  had  advanced,  were  wounded.  In  a  short  time 
the  grenadiers  were  descried  scrambling  up  the  rubbish : 
many  grenades  and  shells  were  thrown  from  the  parapet 
upon  the  assailants;  who,  pushing  past  their  wounded 
and  dying  friends,  continued  their  course  to  the  breach. 
By  the  bursting  of  a  shell,  the  captain  of  the  royals  was 
grievously  wounded^  at  the.  side  of  the  officer  who  com- 
manded the  askiult,  who  was  also  wounded  in  the  head 
by  part  of  the  same  shell :  it  stunned  him  at  first,  and 
the  wound  bled  profusely,  but  did  not  prevent  his  enter* 
ingthe  breach  with  the  grenadiers,  who  had  no  sooijier 
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gained  the  8umiiiit»  th«D»  ruAing  forward,  they  were  di« 
rectly  masters  of  the  work.  Those  of  the  eoeoiy  who 
were  not  killed  or  taken  prisoners  fled  into^  the  town* 
When  the  general  perceived  the  grenadiers .  ascending« 
he  put  ^urs  to  his  horse,  and  rode  to  the  bottom  6f  the 
hill  on  which  the  fort  stood ;  and,  quitting,  his  horse, 
mounted  directly  to  the  breach.  Finding  the  troops  in 
possession  of  the  place,  he  flew  into  the  arms  of  the  officer 
who  had  led  the  assault.  The  surrounding  soldiers  shoutr- 
ed,  and  threw  their  hats  in  the  air  for  joy.  The  moment 
was  worth  years  of  common  life ! 

It  does  not  fall  to  the  share  of  many  officers,  even  dur* 
ing  a  pretty  long  military  career,  to  conduct  an  assault, 
or  even  to  assist  in  taking  a  fortress  by  storm.  Such  dan- 
gerous services  seldom  occurred  formerly,  as  the  garrison 
generally  capitulated  after  a  breach  was  made.  It  has 
•been  the  fate  of  this -officer,  though  a  young  man,  to  oont- 
duct  two,  and  to  prove  successful  in  both. 

The  most  effectual  measures  were  immediately  taken 
for  establishing  the  troops  in  the  works  they  had  so  brave- 
ly carried  ;  the  cannon  of  which  were  turned  against  the 
town  of  Calvi,  whicli  the  works  conmaanded>  and  ^hich 
capitulated  soon  after. 

The  French  now  held  no  place  in  the  island  of  Corsica. 
The  general,  who  had  thus  completed  the  conquest,  had 
studied  the  sublimer  parts  of  his  profession  with  success* 
ful  application.  After  making  a  tour  through  the  island, 
and  ordering  such  arrangements  as  he  thought  requisite, 
in  case  of  any  subsequent  attack,  he  transmitted  his  plan 
of  defence  to  England.  I  understand  that,  in  his  opi- 
nion, every  benefit  that  could  result  to  Great  Britain  from 
the  possession  of  Corsica  would  be  obtained  by  occupying 
the  military  posts  and  the  harbours,  by  retaining  the 
friendship  of  the  inhabitants,  leaving  the  civil  govern- 
ment of  the  island  to  themselves;  all  which,  he  supposed, 
might  be  done  at  little  expense* 

A  different  plan  was  adopted. 

All  military  operations  being  now  suspended  in  Corsica, 
the  adjutantrgeneral  returned  to  England ;  and,  at  the 
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i^ccumiiendaticuti  of  the  ooniaandBr-in-ebkfy  the  officer 
who  oonducted  the  starm  of  Calvi  was  appmoted  to  auo* 
ceed  him.  ' 

The  commaQd^r-ia•4}hief  himself  soon  aftee  left  the 
island,  to  the  waror  regret  n6t  only  of  the  British  troc^M^ 
by  whom  his  military  talents  were  greatly  adfiMred,  but 
also  of  the  native  Corsicaos,  whose  affections  he  had  con« 
ciUated  in  a  wonderful  degree;— No  person  had  more 
cause  to  lament  bis  departure  than  the  new  adjutaot-gor 
neral. 

Highly  esteemed  by  his  brother  officers,  beloved  by  the 
soldiers,  and  enjoying  the  confidence  of  the  general,  who 
had  succeeded  in  the  military  command,  he  had-  the  mis* 
f<n*tune  not  to  please  the  viceroy ;  in  consequence  of  are- 
presentation  from  whom,  to  the  surprise  of  .every  body^ 
and  of  none  more  than  the  commander  of  the  troops^  ha 
was  recalled  from  his  situation  in  Corsica. 

This  seemed  the  more  extraordinary,  because,  inde- 
pendent of  the  cool  intrepidity,  zeal  for  the  service,  and 
the  professional  talents  he  had  so  eminently  displayed,  he 
is  of  a  modest  unassuming  character,  humane,  of  scrupu* 
lous  integrity,  incapable  of  adulation,  and  more  solicitous 
to  deserve  than  to  receive  praise. 

To  the  Corsicans,  who  have  a  high  admiration  of  mi- 
litary talents,  and  are,  perhaps,  not  such  good  judges  of 
those  of  a  politician,  this  removal  45eemed  peculiarly  inex* 
plicable ;  because  they  had.  been  witnesses  to  the  success- 
ful  e?certions  of  the  officer,  and  were  unable  to  compre^ 
bend  the  merit  of  the  person  at  whose  request  be  was  re- 
called. 

This  removal,  however,  though  considered  as  a  misfor- 
tune to  the  officer,  turned  to  his  advantage. 

The  commander-inrchief  of  the  British  forces,  whose 
heart  sympathises  with  valour  and  integrity,  socm  placed 
him  in  situations  of  greater  trust;  from  every  one  of" 
which  the  same  intrepidity  of  conduct  and  zed,  in.  the 
service  of  his  country,  which  he  had  displayed  in  Cori 
sica,  gave  the  French  directory  substantial  reason  for 
wishing  that  he  might  be  recalled*. 
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When  one  important  oonqiictt,  ih^wbioh  he  had  • 
eiderable  share,  was  announced  in  the  Gtasett^  die  moU 
honourable  ipention  was  made  of  this  officer  by- the  ex* 
perieneed  and  judicious  general  who  commanded  on  that 
expedition* 

The  whde  article,  published  in  the .  London  Gazette, 
reladre  to  this  conquest,  was  translated  into  Italian^  and 
appeared  in  a  Gaaette  published  at  Corsica  under  the 
authority  of  the  viceroyy  except  the  paragraph  regarding 
the  officer  now  in  question.  This  omission  can  hardly  be 
supposed  to  have  been  made  by  the  direction  of  the  vice- 
loy.  Indeed  the  whole  of  this  transaction  is  so  iaconHst- 
ent  with  the  idea  I  had  formed  of  his  dispositi<»,  that  I 
am  inclined  to  believe  it  originated  in  mistake  or  misre- 
presentation. I  remain,  my  dear  Sommersi  your  iussured 
finendy 

J.  MOEDAUNT. 


LETTEE  XXII. 
>  The  Same  in  Continuation, 

I  WAS  engaged  to  remain  longer  in  CorMca  than  I  should 
otherwise  have  done  by  the  marquis  of  Huntly,  who  ar- 
rived in  that  island  from  Gibraltar  with  a  fine  regiment 
of  llighlanders.  They  were  mostly  raised  on  his  fiitbei^a 
fstaSe,  and  are  greatly  attached  to  their  young  dobmel. 
No  wonder:  no  man  ever  bad  moi:e  popular  manners; 
.  the  hardiest  Highlander  among  them  cannot  more  cheer- 
fully submit  to  the  fatigues  and  dangers  of  a  military  life 
than  this  spirited  young  man,  who  is,  besides,  of  a  lively, 
frank,  and  most  obliging  disposition. 

From  Corsica  I  took  my  passage  to  Florence.  There 
I  found  a  fresh  parcel  of  letters,  most  of  them  presring 
piy  return  to  England.  I  plainly  perceived  that  some  of 
my  nearest  relations  were  so  intoxicated  with  the  advan*. 
fages  of  theic  matrimonial  plan,  that  I  became  mote  ^and 
more  ccmvinced  that  I  should  ^iiiobl^  them  less  hy  stay^ 
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ing  away  (han  by  returning,  and  not  complying  with  tlieir 
entreaties.  I  kept  to  my  reaolutioni  therefore,  of  remain* 
ing  at  a  distance,  and  in  my  letters  I  gave  the  best  co* 
louving  to  this  that  I  oould  think  of. 

The  rumours  of  preparations  for  invasion,  however,  and 
of  the  intention  of  government  to  arm  the  country,  had 
reached  me ;  and  I  diould  certainly  have  set  out  directly 
for  England,  in  spite  of  my  aversion  from  returning  at 
that  particular  time,  if  I  could  have  believed  that  the 
French  were  mad  enough  to  expose  their  ships  and  men 
to  almost  eertiun  destruction  by  an  attempt  to  land  in 
Great  Britain:  but  being  of  opinion  that  their  parade 
of  preparation  was  only  to  alarm  the  country,  and  increase 
our  expense,  I  bad  no  inclinatbn  to  strut  about  in  the 
military  dress,  and  give  myself  the  h^irs  of  a  soldier,  with 
a  conviction  all  the  time  that  I  never  should  see  the  face 
of  an  enemy. 

However  just  and  moderate  the  views  of  some  of  those 
vbo  engaged  in  the  measures  that  led  to  the  revolution 
in  France  may  have  been,  the  ambitious  rapacity  of  the 
republic  is  now  apparent  to  all  Europe.  They  decree, 
<  that  the  French  nation  would  assist  that  party  in  every 
countrgr  which  contended  for  liberty,^— in  other  words, 
,  ^  would  assist  those  in  every  country  who  strove  to  over* 
eet  the  government,*  has  been  often  attempted  to  be  ex« 
pluned  away ;  but  the  conduct  of  the  directory,  and  par* 
ticul«rly  since  their  successes  in  Italy,  suffidently  show 
that  they  mean  tci  act  up  to  the  spirit  of  that  decree.-** 
Are  they  not  exciting  revolt  against  the  established  go* 
vemment  of  every  nation,  whatever  that  government  may 
be  f  and  do  they  not  assist  the  insurgents,  on  the  pre. 
tence  of  supporting  the  cause  of  liberty,  but  with  the  ex* 
pectation  of  subduing  the  country  by  the  means  of  the  di* 
risions  they  incite  ? 

'  In  this  the  French  evidently,  imitate  the  encroaching 
policy  of  Ae  Roman  republic. 

It  seems  natural  that  monarchs  should  be  stimulated 
by  ambition  and  the  desire  of  Extending  their  dominions 
in  a  etrongdr  degree  than  the  govetmorsof  republtcs^  be^ 
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cause  an  faeredit«*y  monarch  is  more  identified  whh  the 
state ;  and  a  king  may  suppose  the  extensidntof  dominioii* 
an  increase  to  his  own  personal  grandeur  and  wealth  t 
whereas  the  office  of  chief  magistrate  in  repub£cs  is  trans- 
itory ;  and  it  can  be  of  little  importance  to  fadm^  even  in 
idea,  whether  he  belongs  to  a  nation  consisting  of  twenty- 
fiye  millions  of  individuals,  or  of  forty  millions;  his  per-> 
sonal  grandeur  will  be  much  the  Same.  The  extension  of 
a  state's  domains  adds  nothing  to  the  importance  of  the 
inhabitants.  The  national  pride  of  individuals  is  as  high 
in  small  republics  as  in  great  kingdoms.  Nobody  can 
doubt  that  a  cntizen  of  Athens,  or  of  Geneva,  was  as 
proud  of  being  an  Athenian  or  a  Genevois  as.  a- Persian  r or 
Russian  was  of  belonging  to  those  vast  empires.  Experi? 
ence,  however,  proves  that  the  governors  of  republics  dre 
more  apt  to  be  actuated  by  restless  ambition,  and  the  ar. 
dour  of  conquest,  than  the  generality  even  of  kings. 

The  plan-  of  the  Roman  republic  was  universal  con- 
'  quest ;  yet,  when  they  were  pursuing  it,  they  announced 
themselves  the  protectors  of  the  Grecian  states,  and  of 
all  free  nations,  and  thus  created  a  pretext  for  intermetU 
dling  in  the  government  of  every  country. 
.  If  the  French  republic  shewed  a  disposition  to  imitate 
tbem,  io  spite  of  misfortune  and  repulse,  it  is  to  be  ex-- 
pected  that  it  will  proceed  in  that  system  with  more  ala* 
crity  than  ever,  after  the  rapid  and  astomshing  success  of 
their  arms  under  Buonaparte.  Yet  for  one  nation  to  as- 
aert  a  right  of  interfering  in  the  internal  government  of 
another  is  laying  a  foundation  for  unceasing  war,  and 
will  be  resisted  with  indignati<Hi,  as  often  as  any  attempt 
is  made  to  put  it  in  practice,  any  where  but  in  a  country 
of  determined  slaves. 

The  new-modelling  a  government  is  found,  by  experi- 
ence, to  be,  even  for  the  native  inhabitants,  ^f  the  coun*- 
try,  the  most  difficult  an^  dangerous,  of  alt  undertakings, 
and  often  ends  in  the  ruin  of  the  undertakers  and  the> 
misery  of  the  nation. 

The  faults  of  many  of :  the  gqvernmettts  pf  ^M^ope.  are 
so  obviousi'  that  ibe.j»Q9t  weAk-^igI)t^4.  <W  point  thisiii 
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out;  bet  (be  general  ilDbiiigenieiit  thtt.  takes  place,  bei 
(bre  the  repiurations  bave  effsot,  is  apt  to  produce  greater 
inischieftfaan  the  on^altetiil.     The  experience  of  4his 
maj  tend  to  render  polbical  calamity  of  long  life, 
*  •     *  And  make  mtn  rttber  bear  thoce'ill*  th«y  liave, 
Than  fly  to  olherk  tfaot.  they  knoi^  ngfL  of.'     . 

What  could  be  more  apparent  than  the  grievances  of 
the  ancient  government  9f  France  ?  Many  of  those  who 
attempted  to  remedy  them,  I  am  persuaded,  acted  from 
patriotic  motives.  The  work,  was  torn  out  of  their  hand^ 
by  the  Gironde  party,  a  set  of  men  more. enthusiastic, 
more  speculative,  and  less  experienced  in  the  affairs  of 
life,  and  particularly  in  state  affairs,  than  the. former; 
yet  many  of  them  meant  well  to  their  country.  .  They 
were  soon  overset^  and  butchered  by  a  gang  of  the  most 
horrid  ruffians  that  ever  were  let  loose  on  any  nation ;  and 
France*  within  the  space  of  a  few  months,  experienced 
greater  calamities  thap  she  had  suffered  in  the  course  of 
centuries.         :  * 

At  the  time  of  my  arrival  at  Florence,  the  grasping 
ambition  of  the  directory  of  France,  and  its  peculiar  in* 
veteracy  against  Great  Britain,  was  most  conspicuous. 
I  therefore  conceived  it  to  be  the  duty  of  every  British 
subject  to  oppose  them  in  the  most  effectual  manner 
which  bis  circumstances  and  actual  situation  would  ad- 
mit. By  tl;iose  considerations  I  was  prompted  to  serve  as 
a  volunteer  in  the  Austrian  army  opposed  to  Buonaparte. 
I  w\\\  acknowledge  that  a  very  ardent  desire  of  being 
witness  to  military  operations,  on  the  mpst.  perfect  and 
most  extensive  scale,  niingled  with  my  patriotism  in  this* 
enterprise. 

.  I  procured  letters  to  the  Austrian  general ;  found  means 
of  joining  the  army ;  was  received  in  a  very  flattering 
manner ;  had  opportunities  of  being  present  at  some  im^ 
portant  actions  :  the  accouat  of  these,  with  my  sentiments 
on  the  conduct  of  the  generals,  which  you  so  earnestly  re« 
quest  in  your  last  letter,  I  beg  leave  to  postpone,  as  well 
as  my  r^sons  for  leaving  the  Austrian  army,  for  retufn* 
ing  by  Vienna,  and  for  going  from  thence  to  Munich. 
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How  IcHine  f o  nniain  Mtiottdb  longer  iliMiliafeodM 
in  Unit  city  I  and  what  induoed  me  to  pass  agahr-  thhoogh 
Swijtzarlandy  you  »hall  be  infortned  of^  otba  vote,  when  I 
have  the,bap|»nesii  of  meeting  yon  in  England. 

You  pr^fi»me  so  warmly  not  to  set  out  from  Vevay  a 
moment  sooner  than  the  surgeon  dial!  give  me  Ieave»  and 
beg  the  oontii;iuation  of  my  correqpondenee  to  the  laM  mo* 
nent  in  aucfa  a  flattering  manner,  that  I  believe^  you  fkncy , 
that  writing  long  letters  to  you  for  weeks  together,  which 
was  the  effect  of  my  being  rivetted  to  a  couch  at  an  inn 
without  other  resource,  will,  by  mere  dint  of  habit,  be- 
come the  cause  of  my  continuing  fixed  a  month,  longer 
than  is  nec^sary  on  the  same  cou<^,  on  purpose  to  \mte 
to  you.  Forgive  me,  my  good  friend ;  though  very  sens? 
91^  of  the  obliging  things  you  say  €xf  my  letters,  and  duf- 
fidently  convinced  of  their  b^ng  extremely  amusing,  and, 
above  ail,  wonderfully  instructive,  yet  you  will  receive  no 
more  from  this  place.  My  leg  is  in  all  respects  better, 
I  have  been  frequently  in  \he  carriage ;  I  have  mnce 
walked  a  little  into  the  fields,  without  any  ill  effect,  and 
I  expect  to3etout  to-morrow.    Farewell,  my  dearcfJonet 

^j.  MoaBAiri^T.  ' 


LETTER  XXIIL 

The  Same  in  CofUinnatim* 

I  EECEivEp  ydur  letter  from  Ashwood  the  very  day  afteir 
I  bad  sent  my  last  to  the  post*  I  find  my  foolish  affiui* 
with  Clifford  has  got  round.— -You  express  so  great  a  de- 
«re  to  be  acquainted  with  all  the  circumstances,  that  I 
am  going  to  indulge  you  directly.  1  must  confess,  how- 
ever,- that  for  this  you  ire  obliged  to  a  complaint  with 
which  my  servant  Ben  was  seized.— The  ppor  fellow  had 
arranged  everything  for  our  journey,  and  was  ready  to 
act  out,  when  the  landlord  informed  me  that  he  had  been 
feverish  the  preceding  night,  and  was  still  too  much  in- 
disposed for  travelling,  eveii  in  a  post-chaise ;  though  Ben 
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Mnseir  deefared  that  riding  piMt  «liri^  ^mked  him  cif 
feveriflhness.  - 1  knew  it  would  break  hi^theert  to  be  Mk 
lieliind  ;  so  I  determined  to  (^tiiy  till  he  owld  go  with  ni^. 
.  I  drdered  him  to  bed.mueh  agiurist  his  wpU.  He  nrftni 
better  thsi  mohutig;  and  the  doctor  a«ourea  me  thttH  he 
wiU  be  able  for  the  jocim^j  in:  a  few  days,  tfaaophilr 
liere  fallows  my  adventure  with  Clifford.  » 

When  Sit  Robert  Rigby  went  last  abroad,  he  thought 
it  n^oQSsary,  though  I  am  assured. nothing  cogld  be  mpr^ 
aupedlijous;  to  take  a  yoiing  woman  ifrith  him  a8«  traxrel- 
ling  companion.  , 

Sir  Robert  had  been  so  cruelly  used  by  the  London  la^ 
diesy  that  he  determined  to  choose  for  his  travelling  cMk- 
panion  one  who  had  been  brad  at  a  distance  from  the  e^ 
pita]#  He  heard  of  several  who  were  willing  to  accompany 
him  on  reasonable  terms;  but  he  gave  the  preference  to  a 
^  youi^  lady  vho  had  arrived  about  ti9p  months  before  from 
Cornwall*  She  was  extremely  handsome,  and  generally 
allowed  to  be  as  foolish  as  she  was  beautiful :  her  ^peapu 
ance  announced  her  to  be  about  nineteen  or  twenty  yeaifi 
of  age»  her  conversation  about  ten  or  eleven*  While  she 
remained  in  the  country,  she  had  discovered  no  predomii- 
nant  taste  of  any  kind;  but  after  she  had  be^  a  fef^ 
months  in  the  capital,  her  aunt,  with  whom  she  lived,  in* 
formed  her  father,  that  she  bad  at  length  discovered  wh?rp 
the  strength  of  his  daughter's  genius  lay ;  that  few  y^uqg 
i^romen  in  London  had  a  greater  ardour  for  dress ;  ^bat 
her  ruling  passion,  in  spite  of  many  discouragements,  lm4 
burst  forth  in  the  most  decisive  manner,  as  he  woi^)d 
perceive  by  the  milliner^s  bills  she  transmitted  to  him.    .  • 

The  article  of  caps  alone,  in  which  the  young  lady  had 
indulged  her  fancy  the  most  luxuriously,  amounted  to  a 
sum  whiph  th^  father  could  not  immediately  advamse. 
This  put  the  young  woman  under  the  disagreeable  necei;* 
sity  of  restraining  the  flights  of  her  fancy,  un(il  Sir  Aoip 
bert  made  proposals,  which  were  eagerly  accepted ;  and  then 
the  lady'^s  ruling  passion  expanded  itsdf  with  a  foice  equal 
to  its  late  pompression. 

Her  love  for  fine  clothes  was  manifested  by  the  tender- 
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est  expres«totts  of  iilSM^ioii  for  Sir  Robert.  H^  wis  fidljr 
l^erstiAded  thatber  passion  was  i^incere.  So  far ^  he  wa» 
right ;' but  be  was  comjiletely  mistaken  in  thinking  him- 
*«elf  the  object  bf  it.  It  required,  indeed,  all  the  delusion 
of  fie^lave  to  Make  d  man  of  Sir  Robert's  long  experi^hc^ 
imiE^iie  that  a  young  girl  would  be  more  enamoured  of  an 
old  man  than  of  a  new  wardrobe ;  yet  she  succeeded  in 
convincing  him  that  her  attention  to  dress  was  merely  to 
please  him,  though  all  his  aequaintance  wevd  convinced 
that  her  attention  to  him  Was  metely  that  she  might  be 
enabled  to  please  herself  in  dress. 

'  Sir  Robert  had  been  advised  to  go  to-  Italy  on  Account 
of  his  health;  he  accordingly  resided  a  considerable  time 
ih  that  country ;  and  there  it  scion  appeared  that  a  tast^ 
for  dress  was  no  longer  the  lady'*s  ruling  passion :  she 
caught  with  peculiar  aptitude  the  tastes  and  manners  of 
the  Italian  ladies,  and  soon  showed  that  she  preferred  a 
cigtsbeio  to  the  richest  cap  or  robe. — Sir  Robert  would 
have  had  no  objection  to  this,  provided  she  had- adhered 
to  him  as  her  ^ole  cigisbeio. 

•  In  Italy  there  are  crgisbeios  of  all  ages  ;  but  Miss  We*t 
ton  had  a  prejudice  in  favour  of  one  who  happened  to  be 
a  great  deal  younger  than  Sir  Rqbert. 
'  This,  joined  to  the  troubles  in  Italy,  determined  him 
to  leave  that  country.  He  had  resided  sometime  at  Mu- 
nich when  Mr.  Clifford  arrived  there.  That  gentlemaii 
was  struck  with  the  beauty  of  Miss  Weston,  and,  without 
ceremony  or  hesitation,  did  every  thing  in  his  power  to  se* 
duce  her  from  Sir  Roberta  AH  his  pains  would  have  been 
ineffectual  had  her  original  passion  for  finery  in  dress  been 
in  full  force ;  for  she  well  knew  that  he  was  more  amply 
able  to  gratify  her  in  it  than  Clifford  ;  but  that  having  a- 
%ated,  and  Sir  Robertas  peeviishness  increasing,  she  left 
him  entirely,  and  threw  herself  into  the  arms  of  the  young- 
er man. 

.The  biaronet  bore  his  loss  with  resignation  ;  and,  sortie- 
time  after,  consoled  himseir  entirely  with  a  new  mistress, 
a  native  of  Groningen,  who  was-  neither  extravagantly 
fond  of  fine  clothes,  nor  young  cigisbeios ;  her  predomi- 
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ntukt  pftssion  being  tvaricey  the  only  pianon  thfti  inerMMi 
by  indulgence.  This  prudent  lady  adhered  faithfully  to 
Sir  Bobei^,  as  the  most  secure  method  of  hating  her  warn* 
est  desiire  gratified.  Sir  Robert  and  she^  of  oourae^  livadl 
mighty  conrfbrtmUy  together. 

TUs  was  by  no  means  the  case  with  Mr.  CSifford  and. 
his  mistress.  When  I  arnTed  at  Monioh,  thej  wera  cattp! 
ed,  by  the  few  EngUsh  diere  at  that  time,  lA«  gnarrdmm: 

I  was  inclined  to  be  on  a  good  footing  with  Clifford,  not 
on  account  of  any  thing  iwry  iavottiable  I  had  eror  heard 
of  himself,  but  because  <£  the  high  terms  iw  whiph  X  hane^ 
heard  my  brother  speak  of  his  father;  which  w«re  cto* 
finned  by  ihy  own  obsenration,  on  the  only  occauoa  itt 
ivhich  I  ever  was  in  that  gentleman'^s  company  ;  and  bcK 
cause  I  had  heaitt  that  hia  sister  was  the  intimate  friend 
of  your  Juliet.  She  was  a  child  when  I  saw  bar  with  her 
father :  I  understand  she  is  now  a  very  beautiful  and  mm. 
omnplish^  woman. 

Clifford  introduced  me  to  Miss  Weston.    She  is  unqoetk 
tionably  bandaome ;  bnt,  to  be  thought  agreeable^  it  ia 
absolutely  necessaty  that  she  should  hold  her  tongue^- 
which  the  young  lady  has  not  the  least  inclination  to  do :; 
on  the  contraiy,  she  lilces  to  have  it  in  contbual  motiod ; 
and  thett  she  talk»^Fe  Oois^  how  she  does<a/^/«^WhaUr 
ever  she  says  is  followed  by  a  giSS'^*  ^^^  makes  the  siUy  : 
thing  sdie  utters  appear  still  more  stUy ;  so  that  I  really 
never  was  less  interested  in  a  woman  of  any  age  or  iK*- 
gure. 

She  took  it  into  her  head^  however,  ihat  I  wished  to 
form  a  connection  with  her ;  and  found  means  to  let  me 
know  that  she  should  have  no  objection. 

At  that  time  there  was  at  Munich  an  Italian  woman,  cf 
an  engaging  appearance,  who  was  patroiueed  by  some 
ptople  of  rank  :  she  was  admired  as  an  trnprQcuatorf.  I 
bad  met  her  on  two  or  three  occasions,  and  lieard  her  re. 
cite  Italian  verses,  which  she  pretended  to  compeee  during 
their  recital.    Some  were  toierabiy  good :  the  greater  pavt^ 

veu  vir.  I 
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homesvBT^  tiete  wonderfully  insiped.    Ifheselastoniy  weie: 

iiippoifid  tobe  her  own. 

'  Thk  mpropMore  talent,  such  as  it  was,,  gained  ^liora. 

Cfofti  admittance  to  some,  genteel  houses.    She  alfected 

great  refinement  of  sentiment  and  expremon ;  and,  whal 

i^deted  hei^  acquaintanee  agreeable  to  many  pe(q[^:  of 

both  sexes  was,  ber  art  in  forming  colioexioas,  and  putting; 

those,  on  a^  gbbd  footii^  who,  wiiihout  her  assistance^ 

would  have  found  it  difficult  to  meet  so  often  as  they  wish*-, 

ed-    '    ' 

i  Mr.  CliiK>rd  did  not  approve  of  the  great  inttmacy . 

whkh  suddenly  arose  between  ber  and  Miss  Weston  9 « 

and  at  length,^  in  ,a  violent  fit  of  passion,  forbadef  her; 

ftiem  ever  seeing  the  signora^  either  in  puUic  or  prW. 

vale.' 

MsBS  Weston  4iad  the  compbisanerto  ^Ayej  xtieJt^. 

of  this  severe  raaadate,  and  saiw  the  signora  in'  private  > 

only.  . 

I  was  a  good  deid  surprised,  one  evenings  with  a  visifr* 

from  Signora  Crofti*    After  the  ooni);>runents  which  she 

thought  beoomingatherintroductbn,  sheeongratuilated  me; 

cfi  my  good  fortune^  in  hisving  made  the  conqiuest.of  the. 

prettiest  woman  in  Munich. 

;  The  vain  ideas  which  this  asmuncialion  .was  caJeulateA* 

te  raise  w^  cbnsiderably  cheeked,  iHien  I  was  iaformeds 

that  Miss  Weston  was  the  lady. 

The  signora  proceeded  to  tell  me,  *  Aat  this  yeun^  lady : 

was  ef  too  much  delicacy  for  a  man  of  such  p*oss  notiona. 
as  Mr.  Clifford;  that  her  taste  was  wonderfully  refined;-. 
that  this  appeared  not  only  in'  the  fanciful'  variety  of  her 
dress,  bttC  extended  to  things  which  many  women  think 
of  less  importance  i  that  there  was-  no'  bnger  stay  of  that ; 
delicate  aentiaiental  sympathy  between  her  and  Mr.  CKf- 
ford  which  purifier  such  eonnexions  from  all  that  can,  in* . 
the  eyes  of  philosophy^  be  thought  repehensifale ;  tbat;f^V 
their  iHiien? had  degenerated  into  a  mere  adhesion  of  mat-/^ 
ter,  uncomiected  with  miud^  whicT>  she  could  no  longer  . 
endure  ;  that  she  had  formed  a  more  advantageous  opinion  . 
of  me.''-^Here  the.  bashful  signora  hid  her  face  with  ber 
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^atl$  tad  added, « that  slie  had  reason  to  bcfU^Ve  that  this 
d^litittfe  creature  night  be  prevailed  on  to  abandon  Mr. 
ClilR>rd,  and  come,  upon  reasonabte  teirms,^  to'  \ht  with 
me  i* — then,  removing  her  fan,  she  looked  me  fnll  in  th^ 
facik,  and  said,  <  I  own,  signor,  that  the  measure  ^auld 
afibrdf  me  great  satisfiietion,  beeanse  there  would  be  more 
purity  in  sueh  a  eoniiexion  than  that  in  which  my  friend 
lives  at  present ;  and  therefore  it  might  tend,  not  only  t6 
present  pleasure,  but  to*  the  eternal  happiness  of  all  oon^ 
cemed,* 

After  ^xpressiifg  iny  gratitude  for  the  interest  she  took 
in  my  eternal  happiness,  I  informed  hef  *  that  insur^^ 
mountable  reasons  prevented  me  from  atailhng  myself  of 
the  information  she  had  given  me,^ 

She  seemed  surprised,  and  rathei^  indignant  at  my  An- 
swer; but,  as  I  am  not  fond  of  dismissing  any  decent  fe- 
male hi  rll-htimour,  I  was  at  some  pains  to  sooth  and 
put  her  in  better  tempen  She  leA  me  tolerably  weU 
{leased. 

A  few  da js  after  thi^  Mr.  ClilTord  eillled  on  me.  He 
had  formed  a  notion  that  his  mistress  oarried  on  a  oor^ 
respcmdence  with*  n^e^  and  that  I  had  a  design  to  serve 
him  in  the  same  manner  he  had  Sir  Robert  Rigby. 

He  was  confirmed  in*  these  susi^dons  by  aecidentitlly 
seeing  Signora  Crofti  go  out  of  my  lodgings.  On  inquK 
rj,  be  was  informed  that  riite  had  remained  a  considerable 
time  in  my  apartment  He  suspected  sfaef  had  brought 
me  a  icitter  ftoth  Miss  Weston,  and  had  waited  tUl  I  had 
written  an  stoswer. 

It  afterwards  appeared,  that  hi  this  ve^y  thne  Clifford 
iras  tired  of  the  lady,  and  was  acftually  eontriting  how  to 
get  decently  quit  of  her  :  but  what  mai^s  the  arrogance 
of  his  character,  and  shows  in  what  a  diflfbrent  light  we 
see  matr  own  conduct  firora  that  m  which  ^e  view  our 
nnghbours,  is,  that  this  very  man,  who  had  never  fek 
the  least  se(f-eondemnation  for  hi^  behaviour  to  Sir  Ro- 
bert Rigby,  thought  my  supposed  attempt  an  unpardoil« 
jWfe'injury.        .      v'^-"- 
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.  In  this  difipoeitioQ  b^  oalkd  «l  my,  iodlgipg««  mid  &ni^ 
ing  me  alonep-*-'  Yon  will  be  surpriBed^^  mikI  be,  <  M  my 
desiring  to  know  wbetber  Signora  Crofti  b«e  not  madw 
yoa  some  visits  of  late/ 

Though  I  did  not  much  relidi  being  queitioned  in  tbi9 
manner,  and  though  I  am  less  inelin^^  to  bear  with  peo* 
pie  of  Clifford's  bnughty  character  than  with  o(Jien»  yet^ 
being  willing  to  avoid  a  quarrel  with  the  son  of  a  man 
whose  memory  I  respected,  I  answered  calmly,  <  That 
the  question  did  surprise  me  a  little ;  but,  as  he  thoii^ht 
it  of  importance  enough  to  be  aslced,  I  would  freely  tell 
him,  that  she  had  made  me  one  visit*' 

<  Only  one !'  repeated  he ;  <  and,  pray,  wiU  you  tell  me 
as  freely  what  her  business  was  ?^ 

<  Allow  me,  Mr.  Clifford,,  to  ask,  m  my  turn/  said  I, 
*  whether  it  is  your  custom  to  inform  people  x^  what  pass* 
es  between  you  and  all  the  wonoen  with  whwi  you  elumct 
to  have  a  tiieJt'teie  V 

<  This  is  no  jest,  sir,*  said  he. 

*  I  am  glad  of  it;  for  it  could  only  pass  for  a  poor 
one,*  resumed  I. 

<  I  f»iit«^  be  4i|formed/  said  he,  <  what  that  woman> 
business  was -with  you  ?* 

<  You  must  receive  your  infbrmaticm  el9eiprhere»  tben,^ 
I  replied. 

<  I  can  imagine  but  one  kind  of  businesa  such  a  wo- 
man could  have  with  you,*  said  he. 

*  You  need  mdke  no  farther  inquiry,  then/  added  I. 

<  I  have  reason  to  suspect,  that,  through  her  means, 
ypu  were  endeavouring  to  seduce  Miss  Weston.* 

^  From  the  manner  in  which  your  own  cpnnexion  with 
that  lady  was  formed,*  rejoined  I,  Mt  is  natural  enough 
for  you  to  have  suph  a  suspicion/ 

<  I  am  to  believe,  then/  rejmoedhe^  with,  a  meaidii^ 
air,  ^  that  it  is  so  ?* 

<  You  nu^y  beas  preduIousaayoaplease^Mr.  Clifford/ 
I  answered. 

<  I  expect  otlier  kind  of  satisfaction^  sir/  said  be^  fierce* 
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^  I«  «iy  opiniMi;^  rejoined  I,  ^what  I  haTegitenis 
«tt  that  the  case  requires.^ 
'  *  I  tkink  otherwise,  sir/  said  he. 

After  a  little  more  altercation,  it  was  agreed  that  we 
should  meet  the  following  day,  at  a  particular  place  at 
eoiM  diataaee  from  town,  each  of  us  with  pistols,  and  ac- 
eowpmied  by  a  friend 

After  this  arrangement  had  been  made,  and  Cliflbrd 
was  leaving  the  room,  he  suddenly  stopped ;  and,  turn- 
ing,— ^  I  had  entirely  forgot,*  said  he,  *  that  1  am  en^ 
gaged  for  dinner  to-morrow,  with  a  very  agreeable  party, 
which  I  idioald  be  sorry  to  miss :  if  it  is  the  same  thing 
with  you,'  added  be  *  our  business  may  be  postponed  till 
the  €lay  after/ 

*  As  you  please,*  said  I. 

*  You  know,*  resumed  he,  ^  we  can  transact  our  afiair 
as  well  the  day  after  as  to-inorrow ;  whereas,  if  we  fini^ 
our  business  to-morrow,  it  may  not  be  in  the  power  of 
one  or  other  of  us  td  keep  our  engagement  for  the  day 
after; 

<  It  is  very  well  reootlected,*  said  I. 

He  then  told  me,  <  thVit  be  was  to  dine  in  the  country ; 
chat  he  should  not  return  to  Munich  that  night;  that 
Mr,  Craufurd,  the  gentleman  he  intended  for  his  second, 
was  of  the  party,  and  that  they  would  meet  my  friend  and 
me,  the  following  day,  at  the  time  and  place  appointed.* 

It  was  then  fixed  that  all  the  other  circumstances  of 
our  arrangement  should  remain  in  force. 

I  was  going  to  call  on  Lord  P ,  with  whom  I  pass- 
ed most  of  my  time  when  at  Munich;  but  his  lordship 
entered  soon  after  Mr.  ClifFord  had  left  me.  He  is  one 
of  the  most  judicious  and  spin  ted  young  men  of  my  ac- 
quaintance. 

I  told  him  what  had  passed,  and  begged  that  he  would 
accompany  me  to  the  field. 

*  I  have  a  great  mind  to  declare  off/  said  he ;  <  for  I 
do  think  it  a  very  footish  business.* 

<  Your  lordship  may  declare  off,  if  you  please,*"  said 
J ;  *  but,  were  it  ever  w  foolish,  /  catmot  do  so.' 
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.  f  Tljiis  young  fdlow  b  extremely  wvong^beiidecl/  said 
he ;  <  he  is  continually  in  afikirs  of  this  kind :  he  is  a  epm» 
plete  spadaaatfif  a  duellisti?— ^  the  very  butcher  of  a  silk 
button/  »$  M^rcutio  sfiys;  he  would  rather  fight  than 
not; 

*  My  taste  is  different,^  replied  I ;  *  for  I  would  modi 
rather  not,  than  fight ;  I  will  indulge  his  humour  never-f 
theless.* 

.  ^  I  don-t  believe  either  of  you  care9  much  for  Mist 
Weston,*  resumed  he, 

^  I  certainly  do  not»,*  said  I. 

<  Does  it  not  seem  strange,  then,  that  you  should  think 
of  fighting  for  her  ij 

*  Nothing  can  be  less  strange,*  I  replied :  <  men  have 
fought  in  the  cause  of  women,  foi*  whom  they  had  no  va« 
hie,  ever  since  ^e  war  of  Troy,  So  yo^  imagine  that 
Heptov  had  a  grei^t  esteem  for  Helen  V 

<  perhaps  no^'  6aid  my  lord ;  ^  but  I  should  have 
thought  it  very  ^trange  if  Menelaus,  instead  of  challen* 
ging  Paris,  who  ran  off  with  his  wife,  had  challenged 
Hector,  who  had  no  hand  in  the  rape/ 

;   <  I  do  not  i^iiUy  understand  your  mefming,* 
f  Xoik  will  to-morrow  or  next  day,'  said  he^  <  )Mit,  in 

the  meantime)  you  may  depend  on  my  apoompgnying  you 

to  the  meeting,* 

Good  night,  my  dear  Sommers.    I  find  I  can  send  thta 

^rly  in  the  iporning.    {  shi||l  resume  spmettme  tQ-mor* 

fow.  ■'    , 


^.ETTEH  XXIY. 
7^A^  Sqme  in  Coniinttaiion* 

JVhen  Xiord  P  .1  leilt  me,  I  passed  the  (iinc  in  ant- 
ing letters,  and  making  such  arrangements  as  I  though^ 
tpnight  be  necessary.  We  dined  together  the  following  day • 
jlf  inveigj^^d  #g§in&it  tfee  ^bjiurdity  of  Cliff«rd*s  c^du^t^i 
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f  LifV  8&ys  1^9  ^  insiiud  as  it  is  with  most  pepple^  is  of 
jaoie  value  than  to  be  thrown  away  in  ao  icUe  ajnannelir 
as  that  fodi^  fellow  is  likely  to  Iqse  his*^  Ijpoj^^mng 
that  part  of  this  censure  touched  me,  I  endeavoured-  to 
prove  the  necessity  under  wJikh  I  was  of;acUng:as  I  ^id, 
jind  how  uubecon^ing  it  would  be  in  me  to  giv«  any  fai> 
ther  i^planation  to  a  man  who  had  behaved  with  such  in- 
solence. I  was  not  fully  convinoedt  however^  by  my  own 
aigUDients:  I  was  constrained  to  the  conduct  I  adopted, 
by  a  sensation  which  ba£9ed  reasoning,  •  and  was  more 
powerful  than  conviction^ 

Lord  Pi  was  more  serious  tlian  usual,  and  stayed 
but  a  short  time  after  dinner,  saying,  <  be  had  an  appoint- 
ment, which  obliged  him  to  quit  me  for  a  little,'  but  pro- 
mised  to  retujrn  in  tjie  evenipg«  When  he  returned,,  he 
teemed  in  much  higher  spirits  than  when  he  withdrew  ^ 
and  he  continued  uncommonly  gay  ^U  the  evening. 

I  found  him  in  the  sa^e  humour  when  we  set  out  to- 
gether next  Booming,  a  iittl/e  after  the  opening  of  the 
gatea;  an  acpident  that  happened  to  the  ^haise  retarde4 
us  an  hour  longer,  on  the  road  than  otherwi^  we  should 
have  been, 

I  expressed  some  impatience  at  this,  knowing  that  Mr^ 
Plifibrd  would  be  waiting.  My  Iprd  said  coldly,  *  Do 
not  makp  ypuraelf  uneasy ;  depend  upon  it  ypu  will  be 
Iq  su^icient  tiape  to  see  him  lopk  like  a  fool^' 

Tbere  aeemed  somewhat  singular  in  tJie  whole  of  hif 
behaviour :  I  had  remarked  this  from  the  moment  I  in»- 
formed  him  of  all  the  circ^n^taqice^  of  (h^  affur ;  but  I 
did  not  think  proper  to  take  notice  of  this  p)  him* 

After  a  silen^  of  considerable  duration,  he  burst  into 
laught^,  and  e^c|aimfd,  *  What  a  riflicufous  figure.  Clif- 
ford will  cut  P 

*  Ridiculous  1'  said  I ;  <  Cli^ord,  you inay; depend. on 
it,  is  a  man  of  spirit.^ 

*.  He  has  hithcf^to  beea  fortunate  in  afiairs.  of  this  nal 
iurf^^  said  Lord  Frrrr-..;  *  but,,  on  the  pr^8^ji)t  o^casioni 
l^e  mill  make  a.  rid^lpu^i  figiir^*' 

♦  How?' 
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*  Wby»  if  he  were  to  fight  with  one  so  cool  and  so  skif* 
fcA  as  70U,'  sidd  he,  smiling,  and  evading  explanatiottt 
<  I  am  convinced  he  would  foe  tniher  kiUed  or  wound** 
•td/  '  ■ '  -^  '■ 

I  ivas  equtiiy  surprised  at  hfs  lordshijTs  vrorda  andl 
liianner,  fodng  at  a  loss  to  conceive  what  he  opold  find  ri^ 
diculous  in  the  apt>earance  of  a  dead  or  wounded  niftn. 

*  How  do  you  mean  ridiculous.?*  said  I, 

<  Oh !  most  completely  ridiculous/  replied  he'5  <  but 
there  they  are.' 

We  were  near  the  entrance  of  the  viDage  where  we  had 
appointed  to  meet,  and  found  the  two  gentlemen  waiting, 

*  We  have  been  expecting  yon  some  time/  smd  Mr« 
diffbrd. 

<  But  the  proper  place  is  at  some  distance/  added  Itfn 
Crauftird,  addressing  Clifford*  *  Do  you  conduct  Mn 
Mordaunt  thither :  when  my  lord  and  I  shall  have  set^ 
tied  preliminaries,  we  wiH  follow  you.* 

Provoked  by  what  Mr,  Clifford  had  said,  and  by  the 
manner  in  which  he  had  spoken,  I  observed,  *  liiat  pre^ 
liminaries  would  soon  be  settled ;  aud  the  prinicipal  busi* 
ness  might  as  well  be  transacted  where  we  stood,  to  save 
fiirtber  loss  of  time.' 

*  I  think  so  too,*  said  Lord  Pw— *;  <  for  it  has  taken 
up  more  time  than  it  ought  already ;  and,  if  much  more 
is  lost,  Miss  Weston  will  be  arrived  in  Bohemia  before 
either  of  these  gendemen  can  have  blown  the  others 
brains  but.* 

I  leave  you  to  judge  what  surprise  this  speech  occh* 
sioned  to  all  present. 

«  What  do  you  mean,  my  lord*?*  sod  I. 
"    «  Where  did  you  say  Miss  Weston  was  gone^,  wr?* 
said  Clifford. 

*  Would  she  were  gone  to  the  devil/  siud  Craufurd, 
peevishly^  '    ' 

'  «  Kefep  your  temper,  Mr,  Craufurd/  resumed  Lord 
P— — ,  with  the  greatest  composure :  *  she  will  get  to 
.him  in  good  time :  at  present  sfaeijs  on  the  high  road  to 
Bohemia.^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


^  Are  jrott  absoIateljT  certam  of  what  y6u  assert,  sir  F* 
said  Mr.  Clifford. 

«  I  am  absolutely  certain  thai  she  set  out  yesterday,  ia 
a  post-diaise,  with  the  young  baron  Valstern,  for  Vienna,* 

replied  Lord  P ■ ;  <  and  although  I  kept  up  this  news 

from  my  friend  Mr»  Mordaunt,  I  am  convinced  it  is  at  ^ 
{sreseni  well  known  in  Munich,  as  you  will  find  on  your 
return.' 

As  my  lord  ended,  a  servant  of  Mr.  Clifford's  advanced 
at  full  gallop  from  Munich ;  and,  seeing  his  master,  ha 
directly  distttounted,  gave  a  letter  to  him,  and  another  to 
Mn  Crtufttrd  :  both  cbnilrmed  the  account  which  Lord 

F '■  bad  already  given :  for  the  fully  understanding  of 

which,  it  is  necessary  that  I  inform  you,  that  Lord  P — ^ 
had  formed  an  acquaintance  with  the  German  nobleman 
above^  mentioned ;  that,)  sometime  after  Signora  Crdfti 
bad  visited  me,  his  lordship  and  the  baron  supped  tSu-i'^ 
iHe  :  the  latter  had  drank  a  little  too  freely  the  same  day 
at  dinner,  which  was  the  cause,  perhaps,  of  his  communi* 
cMingto  his  lordship,  <  that  he  was  passionately  in  love 
with  his  charming  countrywoman.  Miss  Weston ;  that  he 
hftd  made  his  passion  known  to  her  both  by  looks  and 
words,  as  often  as  he  could,  without  the  observation  of 
Mr.  Clifford ;  that  he  had  even  engaged  Signora  CrofU 
in  Ms  interest,  but  had  not  received  any  very  flattering 
encouragement  till  within  the  two  or  three  last  days,  when 
Signora  Crofti  had  informed  him,  *  that  Miss  Weston 
had  acknowledged  to  her,  that  he  had  made  a  very  deep 
impression  on  her  heart,  though  she  bad  hitherto  strug^f 
gled  against  it ;  that  her  former  partiality  for  Mr.  Clif- 
ford had  been  gradually  diminishing,  on  account  of  his 
capricious  and  tyrannical  temper,  and  was  now  entirely 
effaced ;  and  that,  in  consequence  of  a  settlement  the 
baron  had  promised,  and  a  liberal  present  in  money  and 
jewels,  ishe  had  agreed  to  go  with  him  to  his  castle  in  Bo- 
hemia ;  but  that,  to  prevent  any  disagreeable  affair  be- 
tween the  baron  and  Mr.  Clifford,  she  exacted  of  him 
that  they  should  leave  Munich  privately,  and  so  as  to  pre- 
lude th^  risk  of  being  overtaken  by  Clifford^  in  cabe  he 
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should  think  of  pursuing  them/  The  baron  added,  ^  that 
he  had  agreed  to  this  merely  in  complaisance  to  Mim 
Weston  ;  for,  as  for  his  own  part,  I  put  the  saoie  value 
on  Mr*  Clifford's  resentment  which  that  gentleman  had 
put  op  Sir  Robert  RigbyV  The  baron  conclude  his 
narrative  by  informing  his  lordship,  <  that  they  had  been 
making  the  necessary  preparalions  for  the  e&ecution  of 
their  scheme/ 

Lord  F— ^*  attempted  to  dissuade  the  baron  from  this ' 
project  to  no  purpose,    He  however  gave  his  word  aot  to 
inentipn  it  to  any  person  previous  to  the  exegutton, 

T|iis  aipcounts  for  Lord  F-^^<-^s  not  having  com«a^nf- 
p^led  this  plan  tp  m^,  and  for  tlie  whole  of  bis  behaviour; 
As  soon  as  I  informed  him  of  Mr.  Cli^brd'^  interview 
with  me,  a^  detailed  above,  be  waited  on  the  baron,  and 
informed  }iim,  *  t}|at  Gliffbrd  was  0  dine  in  the  country 
\\i^  lie^U  ^^y,  and  not  to  return  till  the  morning  follow* 
ing,  perhaps  sio(  then ;  the  fAyouvabl(^  nuMnen)  for  bis 
setting  out  with  the  lady,  thereforei  wapld  b^  as.^oon  a£^ 
fer  Clifford  should  leaye  Munioh  as  they  possiUy  fcoukL^ 

Whpn  Lor4  F— -*-»  dined  with  me,  they  had  not  ael 
off:  this  was  tl^e  ^\x^  of  fiis  uneasiness.  Whei)  he  re* 
turned  to  my  lodgings,  th^  same  evening,  l\e  knew  they 
were  gone,  which  was  the  )Kmree  of  his  gl^ety• 

Miss  Weston  had  contrived  her  measures  with  such 
|id(lress,  and  given  suqji  a  plausible  pretence  for  her  ab* 
senc^  to  Clifford's  servants,  that  it  was  not  known  thai 
she  had  lef^  M^mich,  in  a  post*chaisQ  with  the  baron,  til^ 
)ate  in  the  night,    . 

And  the  fallowing  morning,  as  fKX>n  as  the  gates  were 
^ned,  one  of  Mr*  Clifford's  friends  detached  his  grciqn^ 
yrith  a  letter,  informing  him  of  what  had  passed,  Mr, 
(Jraufur4  r^ceiv^d  a  letter  to  the  same  purpcfSfi. 

As  soon  as  Mr.  Clifford  had  perused  his>  All  bis  wratl) 
yras  directed  against  the  baron :  he  $wor^  he  would  fyU 
}ow  him  to  Bohemia  and  be  aveng^* 

Mr.  Craufurd  pointed  out  the  foUy  of  troubling  him? 
^If  about  a  worthless  woman. 

^  It  is  not  from  any  regard  ^6  her/  replied  l^e ;  \  but 
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to  piimsh  this  BahemUui.  Would  not  you,  my  lord,  in 
my  place  ?^  added  he,  addresting  Lord  P     ■  ■* 

*  I  neyer  should  dream  of  punishing  a  man  for  reni^er* 
kig  me  an  essential  service,  Mr.  CliiFord,^  said  my  lord* 

.  ^  You  do  not  mean,  my  lord,^  said  Clifford  briskJy, 
<  that  it  would  be  as  prudent  in  me  Co  let  this  matter 
pass»  as  it  was  in  Sir  Robert  Rigby  not  to  call  me  out«^ 

<  I  do,  indeed,  Mr.  Clifford*^  replied  his  lordship; 

*  because  I  consider  it  as  a  very  great  misfortune  for  one 
man  to  kill  another  who  has  rendered  him  it  serviee,  and 
not  a  small  piepe  of  bad  luck  to  be  killed  by  him.** 

Mr.  Craufurd,  who  seemed  to  di^ad  an  improper  an* 
swer  ffom  Cliflbrd'^s   Impetuosily,  immediately  said,-^ 

*  Putting  killing  out  of  the  question,  whiah  no  man  less 
fiears,  md,  from  his  skill  at  idl  the  weapons,  has  less  fea» 
son  to  fear  than  my  friend,  it  is  beneath  him  to  go  on  « 
wildgooseMdiase  after  a  woman  whom,  to  my  knowledge, 
h^  was  pompletely  tired  of,  and  resolved  to  abandon* 
Wh#t  could  she  do  more  obliging  ?  Has  sh^  not  saved 
you  the  trouble  of  dismissing  her,  my  good  fellow  ?^  oon- 
turned  he,  taking  Clifford  by  the  hand  ;  <  for  which  you 
are  much  obliged  to  her,  as  well  as  for  cleariag  up  the 
mistake  you  laboured  under  with  regard  to  Mr.  Mor* 
daunt^ 

This  had  the  best  ^ect  on  the  mind  of  Cliffiird :  ho 
viewed  t)^e  matf^r  in  f  different  light;  an4>  tntning  to 
pe,  he  said,  f  You  must  be  sepsible,  Mr.  Mordaunt)  that 
the  trouble  I  have  put  you  to  i!?as  entirely  owing  to  mis« 
Uke-' 
.  ^  I  see  it  dearly,.^  s^d  t. 

^  You  have  no  desire,  then,  t;hat  tlie  business  for  whicH 
we  met  should  go  farther  ?^ 

<  I  never  had  any  desire  of  that  kind«  Mr*  Clifford,! 
said  I ;  Mt  was  in  compliance  with  your  invitation  (^ 
i^fme.? 

*  There  can  be  no  farther  misunderstanding,''  said  Lord 
y         I  <  let  fis  return  to  Munich*! 

*  I  hope  the  company  will  do  me  the  honour  to  dine  with 
V^^  rained  Utf  (Uraufurd  i  *  X  have  some  excfelWn^ 
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Champagne,  which  I  should  be  sorry  to  leave  behind  me* 
I  set  out  for  Frankfort  in  a  few  days.* 

This  invitation  was  accepted.  The  dinner,  6n  the 
whole,  was'agreeable }  though  CHffiMrd,  after  he  becBtne 
A  little  heated  with  the  Champagne,  htat^j  onee  or  twiee, 
that  he  still  had  an  inclination  to  make  a  tour  into  Bo-' 
hernia :  which  Craufurd  observing,  ordered  coffee  t  «nd', 
after  we  had  withdrawn  from  the  table,  he  stated  the  ri- 
diculous light  into  which  Clifford's  expedition  to  Bohemia' 
might  be  put :  <  it  would  be  reversing  lh6  practice  of 
chivalry,*  said  he.  <  Instead  of  the  knight  going  to  th^ 
relief  of  a  distressed  damsel,  he  would  be  called  a  distress- 
ed knight,  in  search  of  a  damsel  who  wished  not  't(>  be 
found,  and  was  not  worth  finding.*  i  He  managed  tliid 
with  so  much  address,  that  Mr.  Cliffora  gave  up  his  fdol^ 
ish  intention. 

Mn  Graufurd*s  regard  for  Cliflbfd  is  founded,  as  I 
have  been  told,  on  the  friendship  he  had  for  the  young 
man*s  father ;  indeed,  nothing  could  be  a  stronger  proof 
of  his  regard  for  the  memory  of  the  late  Mr.  CliA>rd  than 
his  attachment  to  the  present,  Mr.  Craufurd  being  a  man 
of  quite  an  opposite  cWacter,  and  of  a  most  oblong  and- 
generous  disposition. 

He  is  thought  to  have  more  influence  with  Clifford  than 
any  body  else ;  and  I  am  told,  that  by  his  address,  dur- 
ing the  short  time  they  have  been  together,  Clifford  has 
been  extricated  from  some  disagreeable  scrapes.  Mr. 
Craufurd  was  prevailed  on,  much  against  his  indination, 
to  accompany  him  to  his  appointment  with  me,  and  agreeii 
to  it,  in  the  hopes  of  bringing  about  an  accommodation. 
I  question  greatly,  liowever,  whether  he  has  temper  suf- 
l^cient  to  remain  on  good  terms  with  Clifford  much  longer. 
I  thought  I  perceived  symptoms  of  the  contrary:  yet  they 
set  outjogether  for  Frankfort.  When  they  separate,  the 
terms  of  insurance  on  Clifford*s  life  ought  to  rise  very  c6n- 
sidersibly.  I  hardly  eVer  was  in  company  with  a  man  so 
apt  to  give  offence^  or  so  ready  to  take  it  when  there 
was  none  intended.  Had  it  not  been  for  Craufurd,  be 
would  h#ve  m^de  out  another  quarr^r  with  me  on  <h9 
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Vfrf  Bighl  on  which  the  fonti^ir  Wa»  aoDmkimddaled« 
Yet  he  is  not.  deficient  in  tb»  power  of  plMaing  when 
lift  chooses:  be.  is  ^omettioei  even  exceedinf^j  agreoable 
ond  e»(eiPti4QiQg:  but. in  the  oodst  of  mirths  when  you 
kesl  tbjuk  of  it^  he  is  apt  to  say  something  higUy.pn»» 
Tq]iing>  or  to  im«c»nstnie  soviethiog  thi^  h«s  been  sttd 
It  is  impossible  for  stidi  a  man  to  be  long  liTcd* 

.  I  am  happy  ia  the  reflection,  however,  that  I  h«ve  e- 
•eap^d  theri^  I  run  of  beiiig  theshertener  of  his  days:  I 
feel  that  it  would  have  rendered  the  remmder  of  rnm^ 
very  uncomfortable ;  and  I  have  formed  the  veaolutipn 
never  to  fight  another  duel,  for  the  same  reason  that  I 
asB  resdvednevw  to  marry. 

It  seems  surfHrising  to  many  people  that  no  means  have 
been  &und  f<»r  putting  an  end  to  duels* 

Theabfiuvdity  of  the  custom  has  been iUustmted  a  thoi|^ 
sand  waya  withoitf  ejRaciu 

.  <  You  have  injured  me/sir ;  and  therefor^  I  insist  Up- 
on  your  taking  an  equal  dumce  of  putting  me  to  dei^^ 
Or,  . 

<  You  havse  given  me  tfa^  lie^  sir.  I  could  easily  prove, 
indeed,  that  I  spoke  truth ;  but  as  that  is  nothing  to  the 
pui^se,  I  will  npt  take  the  trouble :  but  what  J.  do- ii)^ 
sist  upon  ifl»  that  you  shaU,  by  way  of  reparation,  do  youi^ 
utmost  to  shoot  me  through  the  head.^ 

WhiU^can  be  more  absurd  than  all  this?  Nothing,— 
But  it  is  not  quite  a  lair  statement  of  the  case*  The  fol« 
lowing  seems  nearer  the  trudi* 

<  Sir,  you  have  insulted  me  in  such  a  manner  aa  will 
make  the.  world  think  meanly  of  me  if  I  do  not  resent  it. 
If  I  have  recourse  to  the  laws  of  my  country  the  world 
will  think  in  the  same  manner  of  me*  Though  I  may 
despise  both  you  and  the  insult,  I  cannot  regulate  the  opi- 
nions of  the  world ;  but  I  will  show  that  I  do  not  value 
life  so  much  as  I  dread  disgrace ;  and  I  will  give  this 
proof  at  your  risk,  who  have  put  me  under  the  necessity/ 

No  sevesrity  of  law  can  {prevent  those  from  challeaging 
fheir  insuller,  to  whom  the  shame  of  bearii^  an  insult 
f I^peara  miore  dreadful  Uian  the  utmost  vengeance  of  la^j 
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Ao^ordiaglT'  it  hai|  be^'feuhd  that  die  ievefes^  ht^sh^fe 
not- auppreted  the  practice  of  duelliDgi 

B«t  if  a  court  were  in«titti.ted  fdt  tbe  ^presd  purpo^ 
of  hiv^tigal;tBg  the  circumtanceft  whi^h  gave  rise  to  every 
dod»  with 'power  to  punish  him  who,  from  wmtonMMi 
prides  or  maligmty,  had,  to  the  convictbd  ofthe'co^rc; 
behaved  in  saoh  a  manner  aa  would  justify  a  gentfeiliaA 
for  haviag  reeourse  to  the  otdy  means  in  hifs  power  to  of^ 
fiice  the  affront,  perhaps  such  an  institution  would  hav« 
a  more  powerful  effect  in  preventing  duels,  than  attadi-i 
ing  ibe  punishment  to  the  challenger  or  survivor,  whd 
|>o^^ly  may  be  tbe  least  guilty. 

Although  the  survivor  only  can  be  personalty  punishedi 
yet,^if  he:who  is  killed  is  clearly  proved  to  have  been  the 
cause  of  the  duel,  by  giving  the  first  insult,  besides  aei 
quittii^  the  survivor,  some  stigma  ought  to  be  put,  by  the 
sentence  of  the  court,  on  the  memory  of  the  deeeased. 

If  such  att  institution  did  ndt  entbely  abolish  the  prac- 
tice of  dueUtng,  it  would  assuredly  render  it  less  frequents 

It  would  also  render  men  more  cautious  of  giving  of- 
fence, and  would  biing  to  public  notoriety  and  shame  all 
tliose  pesia  of  society  who  are  continually  involved  in 
quarrels,  whether  from  an  overbearing  spirit  to  iiMih 
ocJbers^  or  from  s^  cbildisb  dispontioii  to  take  offence  witb« 
out  cause. 

I  was  detained  at  Munich  by  Lord  P«i  longer 

than  I  intendcGL     When  we  separated  I  went  to  Di^es^ . 
den.     What  happened  there  will  be  the  subject  of 'my 
iiext.  .  Farewell! 

J^  MOBOAUNT^     ' 


LETTER  XXV. 

from  the  Same  in  Continuation^ 

rcvaff4  .^ 
Soon  after  my  arrival  at  Dresden^  Mr.  Orindiil  called  on 
nie-*-^the  same  that  we  used  to  see<  at  Lady  Dasnport^^,' 
vfhase  intimate  friend  and  great  adviser  he  was  suppesei^ 
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tote.  Before  her  ladythip^s ttarrii^  he  wi&s  li  toit^tiliit 
iimiig^  on  of  my  kird :  tlie  tmrld  taMigitied  that  it  m^  b^ 
OrindilPs  influence  with  hisi  lordship  that  the  marriage 
was  brought  about;  However  thai  may  be»  Mr.  GrhidiU 
oantiaued  up6n  an  intimate  feotihg  with  both  till  the 
deadi  of  the  bitten  Few  mcfi  couM  boait  a  more  exten* 
nre  acquaintance  than:&rindUl,  among  the  gteat  and  cfvt* 
leiit:^-he  never  enltiTated  any  others  la  thcf  course  of 
this  eukiyatton  he  disapated  his  fortune.  Becoming  dis4 
tresaed  in  his  circttttistanceB,  be  found  that  raany^  who 
fiarmeriy  had  no  obJ0etk>n  to  being  called  bis  friendsi  now 
ishunn^  heing  eimsldered  even  as  his  aoquaintaacei  His 
oreditors  were  tnmblesomei  and  he  left  Engfaind. 

He  made  a  good  deal  op  to  me  at  my  arrival  at  Dre^ 
den.  I  oertaidly  never  bad  shown  any  partiality  ibrlh^ 
acquiuntanoe  of  Grindill ;  but  in.the  dfoomstances  I  ui»< 
derstood  he  was  then*  in^  I  did  not  efaoaae  to  riasW/binU 
eueb  marks  of  negleit  aa  perhaps  I  might,  otherwise  hav«( 
done. 

I  should  not  however^  have  gone  inch  lengths  in  serving 
htm  as  I  did^  bad  I  not  beiird  of  his  acting  a  very  friend-k 
ly  pari  to  a  young  painter  of  the  .imme.  of  fivans^  then  atf 
Dresden.  This  youi^  niJitt  has  great  merit  in  his  profe&# 
SMOn^  abd  is^  besideSf  of  an  excellent  character.  OrindiU 
recommended  him  to  all  his  acquaintance ;  and  I  toU  him 
that. I  would  intiM>duce  him  to  the  .afiquaintaace  of  some 
emuient  artists  withwboia  I  was  connected^  when  hc^ 
should  retam  to  London^  He  thmaked  roe  for  the  honour 
I  intended  him,  but  in  a  manner  that  made  me  tUok  he 
was  not  very. solicitous  that  I.  should  take  the  tnMible.-«n 
<  Do  yott  not  imagine/  said  I^  ^  that  their  friendship  eould 
be  of  service  to  a  yc^ung  artkt  like  you  P 

^  It  eerCainly  would/  answered  he  i  adding,  witii  a 
smile— <  I  already  have  the  honour  to  be  known  to  some> 
of  them ;  but  I  am  afraid  it  is  not  the  artist,  but  the  aHs, 
that  are  friends/ 

I  then  assured  him  that  I  should  be  happy  to  serve- 
him  myself  when  he  came  to  London ;  and  that  I  should 
introduce  him  to  those  of  my  friends  who  were  not  artists.  < 
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QnaiiWs  behtvoiir  to  iIm  jolini;  tiit^  if^ho  irns  pdfot 
mid  {riendleaB,  gate  nte  a  mate  ftvoiiraUe  opinieo  of  Mr* 
GmndiH  himsdf  than  I  bad  before. 

He  teok  ixtappaetumty  of  tclting  mtt^*  tbat  a  t«latio« 
of  bis^  wbo(  had  a  good  eirttie  in  Soiitb  Wales^  asid  wfaoae 
bnr«at4aw  be  was^  laboaved  inider  a.dtttemipe^  ifllieli 
nabody  thotig^t  be  could  sunrive^.tfaat  dtts  relatHm^  be 
iradentood,  waa  suffounded  bj  iiitetested  people^  trbo 
ttigbt  take  tbe  adirantage  of  his  absei^e,  and  suggest 
things  tftbis  prejudice;  that  it  was^  dicrefore,  of  infinite 
kaportance  to  Um  that  he  should  iccurn  imoiediaiely  ten 
England  to  culri.vate  his  interest  nith  the  invalid  ;  'but 
that  he  bad  contracted  debts  at  Dresdeoi  and  cxMild  not 
think  of  leaving  it  without  piiying  them ;  that^  ahfaougb 
he  had.  assurances  of  not  being  disturbed,  by  the  ^ner8l<« 
kf  of  his  creditors  in  England,  one  to  whom  he  owed 
i^&OO  stood  out ;  and  that  he  waa  in  need  of  a  thouiiand 
pounds^  without  win(^  he  eoaki  not  kare  Dresdefi^  with 
credit,  nor  appear  with  safety  in  England.'* 

On  my  hinting  a  little  surprise  that  his  friends  Lord  and 
Lady  Deanport  did  not  assist  him  in  such  an  emergency 
he  anawawd-*^'  That  Lady  Deaiiport  was  in  pecuniary 
^ffiottkies  herseif ;  that  she  had  been  unfortunate  mt  play ; 
that  her  hushead  had,  at  his  death,  left  her  provided  for 
in  a  manner  far  inferior  to  her  expectaticns ;  that  her  son, 
when  he  came  of  age,  had  m^  supplied  the  deficiepey  to' 
her  8atisfac:tion.^«*««^rrndilI  added^  <  That  her  lapydiip 
had  not  allowed  her  son  to  be  crossed  in  any  thiag  that 
depended  upon  her,  during  a  very  long  childhood,  in  the 
mpectation  of  having  the  entire  management  of  him,  when 
the  law  should  consider  him  as  a  inane  but  when  that* 
period  arrived,  finding  him  less  traetaUe  than^e  eipect* 
ed,  the  nmst  amiable  of  boys,  and  of  youdls,  became  at 
once,  in  her  ^s^  a  mcmster  of  ingratitude.^ 

By  the  way,  Sommers,  this  complete  alteration  of  opioioa 
in  parents,  respecting  the  characters  of  thdr  children,  I 
myself  have  observed  in  several  instances,  and  all  of 
them  in  mothers  towards  those  whom  they  had  most  ifl" 
dolged 
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Mr.  GhnncBU,  however,  assured  me,  that,  thrdugh  his 
means.  Lady  Deanport  and  her  son  came  to  a  more 
friendly  way  of  thinking  before  6e  went  abroad,  and 
mntinued  so  all  the  time  he  waff^n  his  travels.  I  under- 
stood from  him  also,  that  Lady  Deanport,  who  always  has 
flonie  project  in  agitation,  was  endeavouring  to  accomplish 
il  tnarriage  betweeh  her  Son  and  the  #eattliy  MisS 
Moyston.  TMs  will  g^ve  him,  she  images,  sudi  mk 
accumulation  of  ridies,  that  piart  must  overflow  upon  ber<» 
self,  and  at  the  same  time  augment  his  parliamentary' 
influence,  so  as  to  become  blbnefidial  to  all  the  friends  of 
his  faidSIy,  and  particularly  to  Orindill  himself. 

This  inteUijgence  was  thrown  out  hi  diiferent  cbntersa^ 
tioos,  with  th'e  intention,  no  doobt,  of  inducing  itoe'  tor 
^gree  to  the  concluding  revest,-  that  I  should  advance 
him  the  money.  What  determined  me;  however,  w^a 
i^hal  Grindill  insisted  least  upon ;  namely,  his  kindness" 
to  the  young  painter,  and  my  plainly  seeing  th^t  noothe^^ 
person  would  lend  him  if  I  did  not,  for  the  poor  devil  has^ 
not  a  friend  in  the  worid  ;  I  furnished  him,  therefore,  wkh 
i^bat  he  wanted/ 

I  believe  I  have  drawn  all  t6e  vaotiej  t  had  wit6  Messi^tr 

^ He  sagiobcfas  selfthrde  thousaild  pounds  of 

^hat  I  have  in  the  three  per  cents,  tod  place  it  in  their' 
handfs.  Do  not  let  old  Nichols  know  any  thing  of  this ; 
he  bought  it  for  me  a  third  higher  than  die  present  price* 
— ^it  would  disturb  his  sleep  for  a  month: 

Ben's  illness  was  so  far  fortunate  that  it  pi^f  etited  oWt 
setting  out  in'  very  bad  weather.  We  hlsVe  had  another 
(hund'ei'-stoi'in;  not,  ibdeed,  so  furious  as  the*  former,  but 
sufficiently  so  to  make  travelling  very  disagreeable.  I 
have  employed  mXM  part'of  thb  intel^val  in  complyitijgf  wf th 
your  requisition.  Ben  is  now  recovered  peifectly.  We 
Aall,  assuriedly^  set  out  to-morA>w.    Adi^u  t 

/.  MOHDifUrNT. 
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.  LETTER  XXVtL 
Frwii  the  Same  ta  the  Same. 

!FtOM  the  conclusion  of  my  last,  you  would  naturally  ima- 
giae  that  I  left  Vevay  directly ;  that»  however,  was  not 
the  caae-— I  stayed  there  three  days  after  the  date  of  that 
letter^ 

How  then  oame  I  not  to  write  ? 

As  I  have  so  often  confessed  to  you  the  real  cause  of 
my  having  of  late  become  so  very  indefatigable  a  serib- 
bler^  that  is  a  question  which  you  may  naturally  ask  :  to 
which,  my  dear  colonel,  I  must  give  you  an  answer  quite 
the  reverse  of  what  a  young  woman  of  Amsterdam  made 
to  her  mother,  who  asked  her,  how  she  came  to  be  with 
cibild  ?•— ^  Because,^  replied  this  industrious  girl^  *  I  had 
nothing  el^  to  do/ 

My  reason  for  not  writing  to  you  during  that  time,^ 
my  good  friend,  was  because  I  had  something  else  to 
do. 

But  before  I  inform  you  what  that  was,  I  beg  you  may 
take  notice^  that  though  I,  a  bachelor,  and  determined 
for  ever  to  remiuo  such,  can  derive  no  benefit  from  the  a- 
hove  anecdote,  you,  a  married  man,^  with  the  prospect  of 
a  numerous  progeny,  may. — Is  it  not  a  serious  warning  to 
parents  not  to  permit  their  daughters  to  remain  a  moment 
in  idleness,  but  to  take  care  always  to  give  them  something 
to  do  ?  You  see,.  Sommers,  I  wish  to  make  my  letters 
moral  as  well  as  entertaining. 

I  now  proceed  to  tell  you  how  I  have  been  employed 
ftiQce  my  last. 

Having  been  assured  that  the  cliaise  would  be  ready 
within  three  hours,  as  the  weather  had  become  exceeding^ 
ly  fine,  immediately  after  the  storm,  I  sauntered  a  little 
out  of  the  town.  On  turning  the  corner  of  a  hedge,  I  met 
two  women  ;  one  seemed  between  thirty  and  forty  years  of 
age,  the  other  not  more  than  three  or  foi»r-and-twenty,/Of 
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an  dSqant  figure^  tad  a  conntennnce  wonderfidly  interesi* 
ing  ;  not  horn  beauty  aIone-4t  bore  alao  the  markaof  afiie«: 
tion.  Both  seemed  surprised  at  the  renamire  ;  but  in  th« 
iurprise  of  the  latter  there  was  a  mixture  of  apprehenaioii  t 
observing  this,  I  addressed  her  in  the  most  respectful  man- 
ner— 

^  I  should  be  extremely  sorry)  madam,  if  this  accid^at- 
al  meeting  should  gite  you  uneasiness ;  I  certainly  meaa 
you  no  harm.' 

She  smiled  and  replied-** 

*  Excuse  me,  sir,  it  was  mere  surprise ;'  and  then  seem«>' 
ed  eager  to  walk  on. 

^  I  perceive,  madam/  said  I^  <  that  you  are  a  stranger 
here  as  well  as  myself.* 

*  I  am,  sir,'  replied  she. 

*  I  believe,'  resumed  I,  <  that  I  address  you  in  your  mm 
tive  language.'    [I  spoke  to  her  in  French.] 

<  You  do,*  replied  she.^<  The  time  has  been,'  added 
she,  with  a  sigh,  <  when  I  thought  it  an  honour  to  be  # 
French  woman.* 

I  saw  her  companion  press  her  on  the  arm,  as  if  to  ^arn 
her  against  such  insinuations. 

f  I  believe,  Christine,'  said  she,  <  that  monsieur  is  an 
Englishman.* 

*  I  am,  madam ;  but  not  the  less  disposed  to  render  you 
every  service  in  my  power*' 

*  You  are  very  polite,  sir,'  said  she. 

^  It  is  not  politeness,  madam^ — I  am  sincere :  nothing 
would  give  me  more  pleasure  than  being  of  use  to  you-^* 
try  me.' 

<  You  are  extremely  good ;  l>ut  I  have  nothing  to  exact.' 
I  saw  marks  of  ieYtot  in  your  countenance,  madam, 

When  I  first  {^resented  myself  to  you  v  if  you  apprehend 
danger  from  any  person,  I  may,  perhaps,  be  of  service  ta 
you.* 

<  I  atii  much  obliged  to  you,  sir,'  sud  she ;  '  but 
there  is  no  need.— You  will  excuse  me— we  are  waited 
^or.*  'So  saying,  she  drew  away  her  companion  with  an 
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air  of  impattenee^  artf  she  dreaded  aiiyfiMther  explana«i 
tiDD.  Witlraut  eontihuing  my  former  courisey  oil  seemtng 
to  follow,  1  walked  in  a  direction  which  did  not  make 
me  absolutely  lose  sight  ot  ibevti-,  until  they  entered 
Ae.towni.  and  then  I  moved  ^iek  enough  to  seethe 
house  into  which  they  entered. 

'  On  my  return  to*  the  inn^I  was  informed  that  the  chaise 
w«e  ready,  but  J.  did  not  find  myself  at  alt  disposed  i&. 
set  out.  ' 

When  I  entered  my  chamber  Ben  was  packing  the 
trunk.-— I' asked;.  <  if  he  had  seen  op  heard  any  thing  of  a 
stranger  of  distinction  who  was  then  in  Vevay. 

He- said  he  had  net,  and  coof tinned  his  work.- 

*  This  stranger  is  from  France,"  added  I.  - 

*  I  have  heard  nothing  of  hiai>*  said^hei  pressing  down 
the  things'in  the  trunk. 

'  She  is  a  French/ woman,?  said  L' 
f*  O  !  a**  French  f^oman;^  said  he,  raising  his  head  sud- 
denly,'and  looking  me  full  in  the  face. 

*  Yes,'  resumed  I,  *  a  pretty  woman.* 

*  Oho f.apretty  woman  !*  re-echoed  he< 

*  Yes,  a  very  pretty  woman :.  yourhaye''seen  h^^  per^ 
haps?*  ,  . 

^  No,  indeed ;  I  Have  seen  or  heard  nothing  of  berv 
amd  he^  laying*  tlie  shirt  which  he  had  in  his  hand'on  a  * 
chair,  instead  of  putting  it  into  the  trunk,  which  he  shut 
at  the  same  time,  and  rose  togo,  with<>ut  finishing  his  work. 
;  *.I  am  not  absolutely  certain/  said  I,  as  he  went  out 
of  the  room,  'that  it  wilfc  be  in*  my  power  to  leave  Vevay 
to-night.' 

.  L  heard  the  rascal  mutter;  as  be  went  down  sturs,  ^T 
am  absolutely  oertain-tbat  it  will  neU^ 

I  called  him  up  alittle^fter,  and  told  him^  *  that  I  bad 
accidentally  met  with  two  women,  one  of  whom  I  was  con- 
vinced was  a  stranger,  and  a  person  of  condition ;  for 
which  reason  I  had  the  greatest'  curiosity  to  know  seme- 
thing  more  about  her.. 

:*  You  told  me  before,*  said,  he  *  that  she  is  very  pretty* 

I  then  directed  him  to  procure  all  the  information 
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he  could  concerning  them,  without  letting  it  be  known: 
that  he  was  employed  by  me  to  make  the  inquiry. 

Within  a  few  hours  he  returned,  and  told  me,'  '  that 
the  people  of  our  inn  had  heard  nothing  of  tliem  ;  that 
several  others,  to  whom  he  had  spoken  were  equally  ig« 
norant ;  that  he  had  at  last  found  the  peasant  at  whose 
house  the  women  in  question  lodged,  and  by  tlie  means 
of  a  little  money  had  drawn  from  him— that  they  had  arri  v-  • 
ed  a  few  days  before  in  a  boat  from  Greneva ;  that  they 
nevei:  went  out,  except  pretty  early  in  the  morning;  that 
the  youngest  was  a  Savoyard  lady  from  Chambery,  and  the 
other  a  Genevoise ;  that  Uiey  expected  an  answer  to  a  let* 
ter  written  the  day  of  their  arrival,  and  would  not  leave 
•Vevay  until  they  received  it.* 

This  account  increased  my  curiosity.  The  very  pri«. 
vate  manner  in  which  she  had  arrived,  their  concealment, 
her  giving  herself  out  as  a  Savoyard  to  tlie  people,  though 
she  had  not  attempted  to  conceal  her  real  country  from 
me,  the  deep  melancholy  that  ^appeared  in  her  counte- 
nance, her  fright  at  the  first  sight  of  me,  and,  above  all, 
perhaps^  her  beauty,  interested  me  so  miicb,  that  I  could 
not  think  of  leaving  Vevay  without  more  attempts  to  be 
better  acquainted  with  her. 

I  called  in  the  evening  at  the*^  house  in  which  she  lodg. 
ed.  I  only  4saw  the  Genevoise,  who  informed  me  that  the 
lady  was  writing  letters,  and  could  not  see  any  visitor. 
While  I  was  endeavouring  to  prolong  the  conversation, 
the  landlady  of  the  house  came  with  a  message  that  the 
lady  wanted  her.  The  Genevoise  did  not  return ;  and  I 
went  back  disappointed  to  the  inn.  I  dreamt  of  her  ail 
night.  I  went  early  next  morning  to  the  place  where  I 
had  first  met  her,  in  hopes  of  the  same  good  fortune  a. 
.  gain.  I  called  at  her  lodgings,  and  was  again  disappoint- 
ed in  tny  hope  of  seeing  her.  Sometime  after  my  return 
to  the  inn  I  sent  her  a  letter,  in  which  I  apologized  for 
my  imponunity,  expressed  anxiety  for  her  safety  and 
happiness,  and  renewed  my  offers  of  serving  her. 

I  received  a  note  in  answer,  in  which  she  thanked  me, 
ii^  very  polite  terms,  for  my  proffered  services ;  but  as- 
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sured  me  that  tbey  would  be  of  no  use  to  her,  and  that 
my  persisting  in  them  might  have  the  very  worst  conse* 
i|uenoes  to  her.  Bdng  now  fully  convinced  that  she 
wished  me  to  be  gone,  I  resolved,  though  not  a  little 
tehagrined,  to  set  out  that  very  day.  On  calling  for  Ben, 
I  was  informed  that  he  had  walked  into  the  fields  with  a 
person  who  had  arrived  a  little  before  at  die  inn. 

While  I  was  waiting  impatiently  for  Ben^s  return,  the 
landlord  came  and  told  me  that  a  lady  wished  to  ^ak  to 
me,  and  immediately  introduced  the*  very  lady  I  wished 
most,  and  expected  least,  to  see.  With  the  most  grace? 
ful  ease,  she  said — <  You  must  be  convinced,  sir,  that 
something  sudden  and  unIooked«for  has  determined  me  to 
this  visi|;,  after  the,  note  I  sent  you  so  lately;  in  tyro 
words,  it  is  of  mor^  importance  than  my  life  to  me  that  I 
leave  this  place  as  soon  as  possiblev 

<  I  fly  from  the  most  miserable  of  countries,  and  from 
Ithe  most  perfidious  of  mankind !  The  honest  man  who 
just  left  the  room  was  privy  to  my  concealment  in  tbi^ 
^wn,  where  I  intended  to  remain  until  I  heard  from  a 
friend  to  whom  I  have  written :  but  having  been  apprisr 
^d  that  a  boat  with  mx  men  arrived  last  night  from  the 
other  side  of  the  lake^  one  of  whom  is  the  very  wretch 
4rom  whose  persecution  I  wish  to  fly,  I  was  secretly  dpn« 
ducted  here  by  your  landlprd,  to  which  I  am  indebted 
for  not  being  already  in  my  persecutor'^s  power.  I  have 
rjeason  to  fear  that  I  cannot  be  protected  in  this  sm^l 
'  town— that  his  design  is  to  carry  me  to  France  or  Savoy, 
where  I  should  be  equally  at  his  mercy.  I  am  told  that 
you  are  to  set  out  this  day  for  Hamburg :  encouraged  by 
^e  genanous  offer  you  made  yesterday,  I  now  daim  your 
protection  |rom  all  attempts  of  my  persecutor,  and  h^ 
your  a^sis^ance  in  escaping  from  what  I  dread  more.  tb^P 
death.  I  formerly  esteemed  your  nation,  in  spite  of  its 
enmity  to  France ;  %  now  esteem  it  the  more,  because  of 
its  enmity  to  those  who  at  present  govern  that  unhappy 
country.  'fHie  villain  I  wish  to  avoid  is  countmanped  by 
the  most  powerful  of  them*  t  must  leave  this  place :  I 
jsbould  pot  be  tofe  in  any  part  of  @witaser)aacl ;  but  at 
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Fratikfert  I  oouU  venture  to  romain,  uatil  I  h0aF4  from 
those  und^  whose  protectbn  I  ought  to  be,*    • 

She  might  easily  hi^ve  seen,  by  my  Jlooka,  before  she 
bad  half  ended,  how  veiy  ready  I  was  to  serve  her. 

In  our  subsequent  conversation  it  was  arranged^  that 
she.  With  her  attendant,  should  go  in  the  carriage  witlf 
me ;  and  that  Ben,  with  Camillo,  an  Italiaa  lad»  whom  I 
had  engaged  in  my  seiryice  at  Milan,  should  follow  Qq| 
horseback.  ... 

As,  during  our  conversation,  I  frequently  looked  ftoja 
the  window  for  Ben,  I  announced  his  appearance  with 
joy  as  soon  as  I  «aw  him :  cautiously  peeping  behind  me, 
ehe  also  glanced  from,  the  window.  Ben.  af^roacbed  thq 
house,  accompanied  by  another  man.«^Sbe  started  su^^ 
denly  aside,  exclaiming,  *  Good  heavens!  who  do  I  seeK 
On  my  begging  to  know  what  alarmed  her— ^*  Who  is  tha| 
with  your  servant,  air?*  said  she. — I. told  l^t  I  did  no( 
know. 

<  Ah !  sir/  repealed  she,  with  wildness.  and  ^spic^op^ 
^  do  you,  indeed,  not  know  that  man  ?' 

I  looked  again  with  earnestness,  and  recogniisod  tl^^ 
features  of  the  very  villain  whom  I  had  beheld  at  Ff  ns 
carrying  the  pike  on  which  the  bead  of  the  princess  of 
Zjamballe  wa9  fixed* 

'  Now  I  know  him,^  said  I ;  <  he  is  an  assasun*'* 

^  How  comes  your  servant  to  be  acquainted  ?^ 

*  That  I  cannot  tell,*  said  I,  interrupting  her ;  *  but 
he  shall  inform  me  instantly.* 

I  called  Ben  before  she  had  time  to  prevent  me,  as  I 
believe  she  would  have  done ;  for  she  was  greatly  alarm- 
ed. I  desired  her  to  st^p  into  a  closet  as  he  entered  the 
room^  She  understands  English ;  $nd  I  wished  heir  to 
hear  what  be  said,  without  beii^  seen  by  him. 

On  my  questioning  him  about  the  fellow  he  had  beea 
walking  with,  he  isaid  ^  h^  had  never  se^n  him  before^ 
imd  never  wished  to  see  him  again,'* 

«  Why  so?' said  L 

'  Why,  if  your  honour  will  have  it,*  said  he,  a  lijttle 
sulkily,  bec4kusje  h(e  is  ^rench ;  and  because  the  French 
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ire  A  pack  that  no  good  is  to  be  got  by,  vrbetbev^^ey 

be  men  or  women/ add/ed  he,  after  some  hesitation. 

' .  ^  How  came  you  to  be  in  conversation  with  him,  then  ?^ 

*  I  should  never  have  spoken  to  him,  please  your  hor 
ttonr,  if  he  had  not  first  spoken  to  me:  fi^  though  I  have 
I^rnt  X0  speak  French  since  I  h^ve  been  in  your  strvipe, 
ydt  it  ill  a  language  I  do  not  approve  of  more  than  of  tb9 
jiebple.  Buit  he  b^;an  by  asking  about  a  lady  who  had 
fled  from  her  husband,  and  was  supposed  to  be  ii^  thia 
titighbourhbod,  and  ofiered  me  money  in  case  I  would  as- 
sist'in  comprehending  her  for  her  husbaod,  which  was  hia. 
master.  '  I'  tpid  hip  I  would  haare  none  of  bis  mopey  ^ 
that  t  did  n9^  choosip  to  be  accessary  to  thp  betrayiog  a 
Woman  into  th^  hands  of  any  man  &om  whom  sh^e  fled. 
<- YduVottM,  however,-  says  he,  *  if  the  map  wa9  b^r  bi^H 
band.*''—*'  No,'  says  I,  ^  I  would  not,  altbot^gh  \k^  wa«  tm 
iiines  her  husband.^  <  Why  so  P*  says  be.-r-<  Because,^ 
says  I,  *  I  loves  to  do  as  I  would  be  done  by ;  and  if  SQ 
be  th^t  I  nliyself  was  flying  fjroAi  iny  wife,  I  should  not 
approve  of  being  delivered  up  to  h^r  clutched ;'  and  so 
then  I  left  him,  beca^se  your  honour  palled.* 

I^coold  n6t  help  smiling  at  the  conclusion  qf  Ben!s 
8pee6h,  bepause  I  know  tbdt  be  is  married  Xx^  0ne  of  th^ 
greatest  termagants  on  earth,  to  whopi  he  pupc(t)ally  ref 
mits  a  considerable  sum  out  qf  hjs  wages,  thougti  she  ren- 
dered his  life  miserable;  for  bej^  pne  of  the  best|^ni|tured 
fellb<(rs  alive,  jiii  spite  qf  hi$  surlinesi^ 

I  asked  if  he  Icnew  where  tb^  map  b^  t^ad  be^n  con« 
verging  with  lodged  ? 

-  He<  answered^  ^at  be  kn^Y  only  that  i^  was  not  at  tb^ 
inP.-^<  I  am  glad  of  it,'  said  ji09  ^  bepaqse  be  has  tl}e  lool^ 
of  ad'  ijf  d  rasj;;a},  if  h|ch  is  as  b^  as  a  Frepcbipan,  if  not 
worse ;  and  if,^  add^d  he,  *  it  b^  trq§,  which,  as  your  |io- 
«our  knows,  is  said,  that  ^  li](e  master,  |ike  m$in,^  then  I 
am  *6iire  the  popr  woman  |liey  ar^  jo  §fsrch  of  will  be 
much  to  be  pitied,  if  6ver  sh^  cqmes  wit|iin  their  power*' . 

I  then  ordered  him  to  have  every  thing  ready  for  our 
departure ;  and  no(  to  b^  o^t  of  tl^e  WAy»  1(9  ^^  MlPM^^  ^\ 
ftHi  very  noon, 
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The  lady^s  alarm,  on  account  of  Ben'g  acquaintance 
with  the  Frenchman,  was  now  dispersed ^  I  proposed  set* 
ting  out  directly :  she  wished  to  delay  till  night,  or  tili 
thei^  iras  a  cieirtaiiity  of  liier  not  l;>eing  aeen  by  those  who 
weoe  19  seardi  of  h^r ; .  for,  though  I  assured  her  that  it 
would  no^  be  in  their  power  to  prev/ent  her  going,  evea 
ivere  tb^y  to  see  her,  yet  she  dreaded  the  oonsequence  of 
any  froc^y  .an4  was  anxious  to  get  away  6ecre|;ly,  and 
without  any  oppori|;ion* 

la  the  course  of  bqr  conversatibq  sh^  told  me  *  that 
she  belonged  to  a  French  family  of  distinction,  which  had 
been  ruin^ed  by  tb^  revolution  ;  some  of  her  near  relations 
had  bpen  nurdered,  anid  some  banished :  that  part  of  theilr 
misfortunes,  as  well  as  of  herX  were  owing  to  th^  villain 
who  assumed  the  name  of  her  husband :  but  she  assured 
me,  in  the  most  earnest  manner,  that  he  was  not,  nor  ever 
could  be ;  that  there  were  circumstances  in  her  own  story, 
which,  out  of  delicacy  towards  some  of  thf?  latter,  she  wa$ 
inclined  to  conceal,  for  some  time  at  ]east ;  but,^  added 
she,  smiling  through  her  tears,  ^  notwithstanding  that 
your  valet  lias  ^n  iU^opiDioq  of  the  French  won)ei|  as  well 
as  men,  \  aqs  not  entirely  without  hopes  that,  in  assisting 
me  on  the  present  occasion,  you  will  iind  that  you  have 
bestowed  your  proteption  on  one  not  entirely  unworthy 
of  it,* 

I  assured  h^r,  that  it  wa%  my  happiness  and  pride  te  be 
pf  tbe  smallest  use  to  her;  that  I  would  accompi4)y  b^rtp 
any  placfe  where  she  shpujd  thinjc  herself  safisst ;  that  I 
bi|d  no  curiosity  to  be  acqi|ainted  with  any  thing  she 
thonght  proper  to.  conceal :  an{^  \  began  to  apologise  for 
what  Ben  had  said  in  her  hearing. 

<  Ah,  monsieur  !^  criefl  sb^,  *  <^nime  j^aime  votre  Ben, 
#y^  $on  *  loves  to  do  as  he  would  be  done  by^^  U  me 
semble  qu'^il  a  puise  sa  morale  dans  une  source  infiniment 
plus  pnre  que  celle  de  nos  philosophes.  Ah,  mon  Dieu  V 
added  she,  raising  her  eyes,  and  pressing  her  hands  tog^ 
tber,  *  la  dernicre  fois  que  j^ai  entendre  prccher  mon 
muyre  oncle  sur  cette  maxime  divine  V 

gh^  shed  teari^  §9  abiindf ntly,  ^nd  was  ^  much  aS!pct^ 
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ed,  that  no  expressions  could  have  been  of  use,  had  I  been 
able  to  speak.  I  withdrew ;  and,  after  a  short  interval, 
«ent  the  Genevoise  to  her. 

When  I  waited  on  her  again,  I  found  her  more  com- 
posed ;  and  informed  her,  that  the  fellow  she  had  seen 
with  my  servant  had  walked  to  a  diiferent  part  of  the 
town,  and  had  not  appeared  since ;  that  her  own  small 
trunk  was  fixed  on  the  'diaise ;  and  that,  perhaps,  this 
was  as  favourable  a  moment  as  any  for  setting  out.  The 
landlord  being  of  the  same  opinion,  she  consented,  and  I 
ordered  the  horses. 

I  had  before  desired  Ben  to  inform  me,  in  case  the  man 
he  had  spoken  with  should  return  .again  to  the  inn.  I 
told  him  also,  that  ^  I  had  reason  to  believe  that  the  fellow 
was  a  murderer ;  that  he  was  hired  by  as  great  a  villain 
as  himself,  to  assist  in  seizing  two  innocent  women,  who 
were  flying  from  France,  and  whom  I  had  engaged  to 
protect  and  carry  to  some  place  of  safety  ;  thai  we  would 
go  in  the  first  place  towards  Basil.* 

After  the  two  women  were  seated  in  the  carriage,  and 
before  I  had  stepped  in,  three  men  rushed  from  a  neighs 
bouring  house :  he  who  seemed  the  leader  called  to  the  po&P 
tillions  to  stop.  While  he  was  running  towards  the  door 
of  the  carriage,  I  stood  between,  my  sword  in  my  hand, 
and  warned  him  to  keep  off. 

«  That  lady  is  my  wife,*  said  he.—*  No,  no,  no  !'  she 
shrieked  from  the  carriage. — *  You  hear,  sir,'  said  I, 
pushing  him  away.  He  drew  his  sabre,  calling  at  the 
same  time  to  the  accomplices  to  stop  the  liorses.  He  was 
silenced  by  a  push  into  his  cheek,  and  infimediately  after 
I  was  lucky  enough  to  wound  him  in  the  arm,  and  secure 
his  weapon,  which  I  broke,  and  threw  to  a  distance. 

The  Parisian  no  sooner  saw  his  principal  engaged  with 
me,  than  he  drew  a  dagger,  calling  to  his  companion—? 
f  TirtZy  camerade  /'  Ben,  whois  a  firstrrate  boxer,  instantly 
Struck  him,  with  all  his  force,  on  the  stomach,  saying,  at 
the  same  time — ^Tirezyqu  thaif  camerade  P  The  man  fell 
breathless  on  the  ground.  The  third  was  so  intimidateijl 
Ithat  he  ran  away»  after  drawing  his  weapon. 
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I  stepped  into  the  carriage,  which  directly  set  off. 

The  lady  expressed  great  apprehension  that  we  should 
be  pursued.  Her  concern  now  seemed  to  be  as  much  oa 
my  account  as  on  her  own. 

She^had  seen  the  man  I  disarmed  bleeding  profusely. 
The  wound  in  his  cheek  appeared  to  her  frightful :  it  had 
considerably  enlarged  his  mouth,  though  it  put  an  end  to 
his  bawling  ;  and,  when  the  other  fell,  she  imagined  tliat 
Ben  had  stabbed  him  to  the  heart. 

I  assured  her  that  there  was  little  danger  of  our  being 
pursued,  and  lessof  our  being  overtaken ;  but,  were  both  to 
happen,  neither  Ben  nor  I  could  run  much  risk.  I  told 
her  that  Englishmen  possessed  the  art  of  bringing  men  to 
the  ground  without  absolutely  killing  them  ;  and  that  it 
was  more  likely  that  the  villain  I  had  wounded  was  des- 
tined to  die  by  the  handsof  the  hangman  than  of  a  wound 
in  the  arm.  I  will  not  trouble  you  with  an  account  of  the 
difficulties  we  encountered  in  our  journey  to  Frankfort; 
but,  soon  after  our  arrival  here,  I  became  acquainted  with 
some  circumstances  that  made  la  marquise,  for  that  is  the 
rank  of  the  lady,  think  it  would  be  safer  for  her  to  pro- 
ceed to  Hamburg  than  to  remain  ia  that  city, 

I  met  here  with  the  baron  de  B— ,  a  gentleman  in 
the  service  of  the  prince  of  Hesse-Darmstadt.  I  had  the 
good  fortune  to  form  an  acquaintance  with  the  baron,  when 
he  was  in  England  with  his  sister,  a  young  lady,  who,  to 
the  steady  good  sense  of  the  German  character,  joins  all 
•that  is  amiable  an  French  vivacity.  I  was  the  less  surpris- 
ed at  the  accomplishments  of  the  daughter,  after  I  was 
introduced  to  her  mother,  a  lady  of  a  noble  family  in  the 
duchy  of  Brunswick,  but  more  distinguished  by  elevation 
of  mind  and  an  highly-cultivated  understanding.    -« 

As  the  baron  has  made  the  journey  lately,  I  shall  profit 
by  bis  directions  respecting  our  route  from  thi^  place  to 
Zell,  where  I  find  the  marquise  has  some  business  to 
transact.  That  town  is  not  much  out  of  our  way  to  Ham- 
burg. 

By  the  way.  Summers,  it  will  be  best  not  to  mention 
^he  name  of  the  marchioness.    When  she  shall  arrive  a 
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London  herself,  she  will  give  what  account  she  thinks 
proper  of  our  rencounter;  but  I  should  not  like  to  have  it 
anticipated  by  any  friend  of  mine.  I  believe  this  hint 
was  supei-fluous :  J  know  your  discretion.    Yours, 

,1;  HORDAirKT. 


LETTER  XXVIII- 

The  Same  to  (he  Same* 


\ 


lofr  remember,  Richard,  that  I  was  almost  overcome 
with  ennui  when  I  first  met  the  marquise.  No  such  he^ 
ing  can  exist  in  the  company  of  this  delightful  woman. 

The  languid  sprigbt,  at  tight  of  her  bright  ejt9. 
Spreads  hia  blue  wings,  ftnd  from  her  pr«ten«e  flies* 

Do  not  imagine  that  her  looks  principally  attach  me* 
Her  face  is  not  regularly  beautiful :  perhaps  it  has  too 
muph  expression  for  mere  beauty.  Have  you  not  seen 
wonien  whose  features  were  said  to  be  regular  and  weli- 
praportiopeds  yet  so  barren  of  ideas,  that  they  excited 
none?  The  countenance  of  tUs  lady  is  all  mind — ^it 
leads  the  beholder  through  a  variety  of  pleasing  thought, 
like  Reynold's  portrait  of  Mrs,  Siddons,  in  the  character 
of  the  Tragic  Mufie :  her  conversation  confirms  what  her 
countenance  announced.  Eagerness  to  overcome  every 
obstacle  that  could  retard  our  flight  for  some  time  super- 
seded every  other  reflection ;  but  when  slie  waa  in  some 
measure  relieved  from  the  apprehension  of  being  over- 
taken»  you  cannot  imagine  how  very  entertaining  her  con- 
versation became.  From  time  to  time,  indeed,  she  fell 
into  fits  of  silence  and  sadness;  hut  I  did  not  find  it  very 
difficult  to  draw  her  from  t|ipm«  Her  melanclioly  arose 
from  the  recollection  <^  p^ust  events :  but  cheerfulness  is 
^le  natural  habit  of  her  mind,  and  she  gladly  listened  tp 
the  suggestions  of  hope*  When  I  was  fortunate  enough 
to  make  her  forget  her  misfortunes,  her  observations  weve 
|is  sprightly  as  ingcpious ;  but  ever  and  anoq  she  relaps* 
f  d  Into  sadness*  and  th^n  it  vi^  my  c^e  (0,  W^an  bcr  ovit 
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fifit  by  every  means  I  could  think  of*  My  solidtude  for 
that  purpose  did  not  escape  her  observatidn ;  and  her 
gratitude  tras  apparent  in  her  looks  still  more  thatf  hei^ 
•^ipressions.  You  see  plainly  that  I  cou)d  not  fail  bein^ 
in  love;  and  you  think,  no  doubt,  that  I  had  abundant 
opportunities  of  making  declarations  of  dty  passion— there 
you  are  mistaken :— I  never  found  her  separiafte  from  the 
Genevoise^  who  I  now  find  is  a  French  woman.  I  had 
some  well  enough  contrived  plans  for  drawing  her  away : 
she  eluded  them  all ;  and  was  sure  to  remmn,  when  the 
presence  of  a  third  person  seemed  to  me  most  intolerable. 
Wben  the  lady  totd  me  that  her  attendant  w^  French*, 
she  added,  with  a  view,*  no  doubt,  to  have  her  constantly 
in  her  company,  that  *  she  Was  of  a  deceYrt  family,  had 
been  well  educated,  and  that  she  treated  her  as*  a  cotApa^ 
ikion  f  of  course  she  was  always  with  us  at  i)n6als,  and 
Aej  slept  tegetber.  I  was  persuaded,  hbwever,  ftbm 
iome  observations  I  had  made  before  we  left  VeVay,  that 
this  woman'  really  was'  in  the  quality  of  a  servant,  and 
that  a  hint  from  fnadome  la  marquise  would  have  pro* 
duced  her  absence  as  often*,  and  for  as  long  a  space  of 
time,  as  she  pleased :  i  was  therefore  mortified  beyond 
egression  to  find  that  the  hint  was  not  giVen.  Though 
I  bad  not  made  a'dii^ect  declaration  of  love  to'  Khd'  lady, 
liie  whole  6f  my  conduct  and  behaviour  must  have  eon-t 
vinced  her  of  my  sentiments.  Any  woman  may  be  made 
to  think  that  a  man  is  fond  of  her,- though  he  is  not ;  but 
few  women/  and  fewer  Fveneh  w(Mnen  than  otiiers,  are  so 
dull,  as  uot  to  perceive  Ae  symptoms  of  love  in  him  who 
i&  really  enamoured  with  them.  I  had'  every  reason  to 
believe  that  she  had  the  highest  esteem  for  me ;  and,  had 
it  not  been  for  my  finding  all  my  attempts  for  conversing 
with  her  afene  baffled,  and  that  evidently  with  her  con- 
nivance,  L should  have flattered^rayself  that someparticles 
of  tenderness  were  interoHngled  with  her  esteem. 

On  one  particular  eecasion  I  found  her  alone :  the  con- 
versation between  us  was  on  general  subjects.  As  I  ex^ 
pected  the  maid  every  moment,  for  I  had  laid  no  scheme 
^Qt  keeping,  her  away,  I  did  not  at  once  attempt  to  lead  \i 
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to  tbe  mpU  inta'esttDg  point.  The  UiterVftl^  hoWerer, 
beGoming  much  longer  than  usual,  my  discourse,  at 
length,  began  to  tend  that  way ;  when  madame  la  mar-* 
quise,  as  if  by  accident^  shoved  a  box  from  off  the  table,, 
which  making  a  noise  by  its  fall  on  the  floor,  the  officious 
maid  immediately  entered,  and  having  lifted  Ihe  box,  she 
calmly  seated  herself  in  the  room.  I  am  persuaded  that 
my  looks  were  expressive  of  disappointment,  vexation^ 
and  reproach :  I  did  not  utter  a  syllable  for  a  consider^ 
able  time,  not  even  to  support  the  conversation ;  whieh 
she  resumed,  and  sustained  with  the  greatest  good4i«i-» 
mour,  and  almost  in  the  accent  of  one  who  begs  to  be 
forgiven.  I  could  speak  only  in  short  sentences.^-*^ie 
mentioned  some  English  books  that  die  had  read  with 
great  pleasure— of  the  national  character,  comparing  it 
with  that  of  her  own  country  at  its  most  brilliant  periods 
I  at  length  observed,  <  that  the  French  had  one  advan^ 
tage  over  the  English  at  ail  periods^ ;  that  they  conld 
converse  with  their  most  esteemed  friends,  before  indif* 
ferent  persons,  with  the  same  ease  as  if  none  were  pre^ 
sent,  which  was  what  very  few  English  could.'* 

At  this  remark  she  smiled ;  and,  afler  remaining  silent 

.  and  thoughtful  for  some  time,*  addressing  the  maid,  she 

said — ^  You  wished  to  take  a  walk,  Christine  $  if  you 

please,  you  may  go  now :  monsieur  has  something  parti-b 

cular  to  say  to  me.' 

No  sooner  was  the  woman  gone,  than  I  expressed  my 
thanks  to  the  lady  for  this  instance  of  her  domplaisance^^ 
acknowledging  that  I  was  one  of  those  who  could  not 
speak,  without  restraint,  to  a  friend,  in  the  presence  of 
any  third  person ;  that  I  had  earnestly  wished  for  an  op-A 
portunity  of  laying  open  my  whole  heart  to  her,  on  asu1>- 
ject  on  which  my  happiness  depended ;  and  I  then  de-> 
clared  my  passion  in  the  most  impressive  terms.  She 
made  no  attempt  to  interrupt  me ;  but,  with  a  gay  air, 
she  replied— ><  That  she  knew  it  was  the  prevailing  opi- 
nion among  tbe  English,  that  the  French  ladies  expected 
such  declarations ;  that  what  an  English  woman  of  cha** 
raeter  would  consider  as  affront! ve,  a  French  i^onian 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Viewed  as  a  proof  of  poIiteness—a  becoming  homage  paid . 
to  her  charms ;  and^  at  the  worst,  a  proposal  to  be  for- 
givcQ,  though  rejected ;  that  she  herself  happened  to  be 
of  a  different  opinion  from  that  imputed  to  her  country- 
women ;  she  could  readily  excuse  me,  however,  for  not 
knowing  her  particular  way  of  thinking.  But.  as  I  had 
now  performed,  with  all  due  decorum,  the  ceremonial 
which  I  might  suppose  French  etiquette  exacted,  she 
hoped  that  every  thing  of  the  same  nature  would  be  dis-. 
pensed  with  in  future,  that  she  might  have  the  happiness 
of  continuing  to  view  me  in  the  light  of  a  genuine  friend, 
to  whom  she  owed  everlasting  esteem  and  gratitude.^ 

This  she  pronounced  in  a  tone  partly  jocular  and  part- 
ly  serious,  but  entirely  engaging. 

I  could  not  help  thinking,  on  the  whole,  however,  that 
this  friendly  species  of  defence  Was  preparatory  to  a  grace- 
ful surrender.— I  could  not  conceive  that  a  gay  French 
woman,  bred  amidst  the  gallantries  of  Paris  and  Versailles, 
would  think  a  combat  i  mor^  absolutely  necessary  on 
the  present  occasion ;  but  I  saw  that  it  was  highly  in- 
cumbent to  proceed  with  all  possible  address  and  spirit. 
I  accordingly  brought  my  whole  eloquence  into  play,  aid- 
ed by  that  degree  of  action  which  I  thought  most  Ukely 
to  give  it  effect :  she  evidently  showed  a  reluctance  to 
quarrel  with  kne  about  trifles.  I  flattered  myself  that  vie* 
tory  was  at  no  great  distance ;  when  she  suddenly  rose, 
and  stud,  with  earnestness,  and  some  share  of  severity, 
that.she  must  withdraw.  When  I  attempted  to  remon- 
strate against  it,  she  repeated,  with  an  air  of  great  firm* 
ness,  <  You  must  not  oppose  my  withdrawing :  hut  I  will 
xbeet  you  again  Uvmorrow,  and  without  any  witness.* 
Seeing  that  she  was  determined,  I  did  not  think  it  pru- 
dent to  iiisbt  farther,  I  only  scud,  <  Or  this  evening.'-*— 
<  No,  not  this  evening,*  said  she ;  <  I  am  somewhat  in* 
disposed.* — <  Indisposed  V  cried  I,  with  an  alarmed 
voice—*  Are  you  unwell  ?* 

<  It  is^not  much,\said  she:  <  I  will  assuredly  meet 
you  alone  to-morrow.* 
I  did  not  well  know  What  construction  to  put  on  her. 
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conduct:  I  shouldf  have  beeii  still  inoi%  ^neemdA  ttt  (tie 
thoughts  of  her  h^ng  suddeAl^  seisfed  with  son^e  hdSfAj 
indisposition^  if  I  had  remaf  ked  any  of  that  latij^uo)^  i'n 
her  iicfttntetitttide  which  attends  sddh  illness ;  but  I  nefei' 
aatw  her  look  with  greater  fiirnness  and  animation  than 
n^hen  she  left  me.  In  the  evening  I  had  some  conversa- 
tion with  the  maid,  who,  I  observed,  sat  not,  as  usual,  in 
the  room  with  her  ittisfress,  but  in  one  adjoining.  I  ask-" 
ed  if  the  lady  was  indisposed  and  gone  to  bed  ?  She  ab-^ 
swered,  ^  that  she  rather  thought  that  sbtnething  had 
veted  la  msfrquise,  because  she  had  hot  even  reclined  onf 
the  bed,  as  was  he^.  custom  during  any  slight  indisposi- 
tion, but  seiemed  uncommonly  thoughtful,  and  eipi^s^d 
a  wish  to  be  alone.* 

^ou  shall-  have  the  sequel  in  my  next*    Yours  6ver, 

J.  mokbaunt; 


tfiTTER  X'XIX. 

The  Same  in  Continuatwn. 

Framkjbrt^ 

Jl  bW  followidj^  mornirig,  a'  little  before  our  usiuai  hour  6f 
breakfasting,  the  marchioness  sent  me  word  that  she  was 
inclined  to  breakfaJit  in'  her  bikl-chamber^  but  that  she 
would  meet  me'  an  fat>ur  after  in  the  parlour,  i  was 
there  considerably  before  that  time  was  expired*:  she  en-* 
tered  the  room  about  the  hour  appointed.  There  wa^  a 
solemnity  in  her  manneiT  that  I  had  never  observed  be- 
fore. To  the  usual  inquiries  she  answered  only  by  bow- 
ikig  her  head.  She  then  expressed  a  desire  to  be  allowed 
to  speak,  without  interruption,  until  she  had  finished  all 
she  wished  to  say.  I  promised  to  be  silent ;  and  she  ex- 
pressed herself  in  the  following  terms.-^- 

<  Independent  of  the  important  obligations  which  I  lie 
under  to  you,  for  which  I  shall  ever  feel  the  highest  gra- 
titude, I  have  observed  qualiUes  in  you,  sir,  which  most 
command  the  esteem  of  every  one,  and  might  win  the  af- 
itttion    of  any  woman  whose    heart  was  disengaged* 
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Though  I  did  dot  think  myself  at  liberty  to  aoquiiiiit  you 
with  dl  the  particulars  of  my  story,  I  did  inform  you,  that 
I  was  a  woman  of  family,  a  married  woman,  and  I  never 
gave  you  reason  to  believe  that  I  was  not  a  virtuous  one. 
I  was  willing  to  impute  your  addresses  yesterday  to  the 
general  impression  which,  I  have  been  told,  prevails  in 
your  country  respecting  gallantry  in  France*  I  endea* 
▼oured  to  convince  you  of  your  mistake ;  notwithstand- 
ing which  your  behaviour  was  such  as  no  modest  woman 
could  permit,  and  as  would  have  prevented  me  from  ever 
desiring  again  to  see  any  other  man  who  had  behaved  in 
the  same  manner*  To  you^sir,  I  wished  to  explain  my- 
self farther,  because  I  freely  acknowledge  that  it  would 
be  most  painful  to  me  to  withdraw  my. esteem  and  friend- 
ship from  one  who  has  laid  me  under  such  weighty  oUi-< 
gations. 

'  Be  assured  that  you  are  in  an  error  with  regard  to 
the  ladies  of  my  country.  Though  endowed  with  more 
vivacity  than  some  of  their  neighbours,  they  equally  know 
to  distinguish  gaiety  from  vice.  I  myself  was  educated 
in  virtuous  principles,  under  the  eye  of  the  best  and  most 
amiable  of  her  sex;— *>0 !  my  beloved,  my  lamented  mo- 
tlier,  never  shall  the  maxims  which  you  taught  and  prac- 
tised be  erased  from  the  memory  of  your  unhappy  daugh- 
ter!' 

Here  her  voice  failed  $  she  burst  ilito  tears,  and  she 
continued  sobbing  for  a  considerable  time.  I  was  as  un- 
able to  sp^ak  as  she  was.  Having  dried  up  her  tears, 
with  an  air  of  dignified  composure,  she  resumed,-*-^*  I 
have  to  inform  you,  sir,  that  I  am  not  only  a  married  wo- 
man, but  the  wife  of  a  man  of  honour ;  a  man  whom  I 
always  esteemed  and  loved,  and  whose  misfortunes  ren- 
der him  dearer  to  me  than  ever ;  one  who,  in  the  days  of 
our  prosperity,  returned  my  love  with  equal  affection,  and 
has  ever  honoured  me  with  his  entire  confidence.  At  this 
moment,  sir,  he  is  fully  inf(»:med  of  my  escape  from  Ve- 
vay  by  your  means ;  that  I  have  travelled  and  lodged  at 
inns  with  you :  I  have  even  described  you  to  him  with 

.  VOL.  VII.  I. 
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the  pArtialitj  which  is  natural  for  a  grateful  heart  to  feel 
for  a  benefactor,  yet  I  am  confident  that  he  does  not  har- 
bour one  sentiment  of  jealousy.  Even  a  woman  who  had 
little  regard  for  the  virtue  of  chastity  would  be  shocked  at 
the  idea  of  being  unfaithful  to  such  a  man ;  and  were  I 
capable  of  such  wickedness  the  whole  world  would  de- 
test me-^you  yourself  would  despise  me.  But  if  I  could 
be  made  eertain  of  the  world^s  remaining  in  ignorance,* 
and.  of  your  continued  regard,  still  I  should  be  odious  in 
tiny  own  eyes.  The  service  you  rendered  me  would  ap- 
pear to  me  a  curse  instead  of  a  benefit,  because,  in  rescu- 
ing me  from  oppression,  it  had  led  to  my  seduction  into 
vice.' 

Here  she  paused.  She  seemed  greatly  disturbed.  As 
for  me  I  was  quite  confounded.  I  did  not  see  the  ob- 
jects before  my  eyes  distinctly — ^they  seemed  to  move  in 
a  circle.  I  had  experienced  something  of  the  same  kind, 
during  two  or  three  seconds,  after  receiving  a  blow  on  the 
head,  in  a  skirmish  near  Mantua.  The  diflTerence  was, 
that  after  the  confusion  occasioned  by  the  blow,  no  sense 
of  shame  took  place ;  whereas  I  never  was  so.  completely 
out  of  countenance  in  my  life  as  in  the  present  instance ; 
I  had  neither  power  nor  inclination  to  interrupt  her  si- 
lence.—She  herself  resumed. 

<  I  am  duly  sensible,  sir,  of  what  I  owe  you— I  shall 
be  ever  grateful  t  but,  after  what  passed  yesterday,  we 
must  separate — I  can  no  longer  remain  in  your  company. 
I  intended,  as  you  know,  to  pass  over  to  England ;  I  re- 
tain the  same  design  still ;  but  I  shall  remain  at  this 
place  until  I  hear  of  your  arrival  at  Hamburg,  and  oF 
your  having  sailed  from  thence.' 

I  could  be  silent  no  longer.—-!  began  by  expressing 
sorrow  for  having  offended  her^— I  declared  it  should  be 
the  last  time.  The  embarrassment  that  must  have  been 
evident  in  my  apology  had  a  more  powerful  effect,  per- 
haps, than  if  it  had  been  better  arranged  and  more  do* 
quent<  She  saw  that  I  was  sincere.  I  desired,  with  ear- 
nestness, that  I  might  have  the  honour  of  accoippanying 
her  to  England.    When  I  had  prevailed  on  her  to  agree 


Digitized  by 


Google 


to  this,  t  said,  <  ^t  tf  the  had  any  serutiles  irt  mf  pra» 
6ee£iig  with  her  to  London^  that  I  should  leave  her  be* 
fi>re  the  entered  it,  and  call  on  her  the  day  after  to  awsl 
in  directing  her  to  prc^r  lodgings,  and  in  whatever  else 
I  could  be  of  use ;  and  it  needed  not  appear  that  I  had 
aeooQipanied  her  during  any  part  ot  the  journey*^ 

She  replied,  ^  that  it  certainly  was  of  importance  not 
only  to  be  innocent,  but  alao  to  appear  so|  that  the  oncj 
however,  was  infinitely  of  more  importanoe  than  the  o> 
ther ;  that  the  first  also  was  in  every  one^s  power,  wher^* 
as  the  second  was  not ;  that  she  was  aware  that  her  jour« 
ney  from  Vevay  to  London,  in  the  company  of  a  man  of 
my  appearance,  would  expose  her  to  the  attacks  of  nmm 
lignity ;  but  that  having  already  informed  her  husband 
of  it,  she  was  indifferent  who  else  knew  it ;  that  she  had 
some  acquaintance  in  London,  among  whom  there  were 
several  natives  of  her  own  country  $^  but  that  the  pcraon 
en  whose  protection  she  chiefly  relied  was  an  English  la* 
dy,  one  of  the  worthiest  of  her  sex,  who  had  been  the 
iHend  of  her  mother ;  that  her  first  care,  after  she  should 
arrive  in  London,  would  be  to  wait  on  her ;  and  that  she 
would  be  directed  by  her  advice  in  subsequent  measures*^ 

Being  unwilling  that  my  brother  should  hear  that  I 
bad  come  over  in  company  with  a  foreign  lady,  before  I 
diould  have  an  opportunity  of  explaining  the  matter  to 
him,  I  expressed  a  wbh  that  she  would  not  mention  my 
name  to  any  of  her  English  acquiuntance* 

To  this  she  assented. 

I  then  hinted,  <  that  London  was  so  vast  a  city,  that 
she  might,  perhaps,  have  a  dii&culty  in  finding  the  lady.* 

To  this  she  said,  <  that  the  lady  in  question  was  of  a 
rank  in  life  that  precluded  any  difficulty  of  that  nature.^ 

I  own  I  had  some  curionty  to  know  who  this  wo« 
man  is ;  but  she  declined  naming  her,  and  I  thought  it 
would  be  unbecoming  to  put  a  lungle  question  on  the  sub*, 
ject. 

Now,  Sommers,  I  am  persuaded  that  the  issue  of  this 
business  b  very  different  from  what  you  expected.    My 
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iBrst  meeting  with  this  lady,  our  escape,  and  being  pf^Ki- 
ed  so  long  together  in  the  same  carriage,  announced  ano- 
ther catastrophe  to  the  adventure.    After  Virgil  says 
<  Speluncam  Dido»  dux  et  Trojanufy  eandtm 
Deareniuntt* 

no  reader  can  imagine  that  she  is  to  go  out  precisely  the 
same  as  she  went  in :  as  little  could  it  have  been  foreseen, 
that  a  young,  handsome,  gay  French  woman,  (for,  though 
under  the  gloom  of  misfortune,  madame  de  — — —  is  natur- 
ally of  a  gay  disposition),  could  have  cleared  her  way 
through  the  labyrinth  in  which  dbe  wandered  with  me. 

Do  you  ask.  Has  she  entirely  cleared  her  way  ?  I  an- 
swer. Entirely f  and  for  ever.  Were  we  in  the  reign  of 
Jupiter,  and  I  a  believing  Pagan,  I  should  as  soon  at- 
tempt to  seduce  a  Vestal,  while  she  was  feeding  the  sa- 
cred fire,  as  I  would  now  renew  my  former  addresses  to 
madame  de  . 

Do  not  think  that  it  is  merely  by  the  force  of  her  re- 
monstrance that  she  has  brought  me  to  this  determina- 
tion? Very  sublime  speeches  have  been  addressed  to 
me  by  other  ladies  in  similar  situations,  without  altering 
my  proceedings ;  because,  in  the  midst  of  their  heroics, 
I  plainly  saw  that  kas  was  meant  than  met  the  ear. .  On 
such  occasions  it  often  happens  that  some  part  of  the  de- 
fendant's behaviour  mspires  the  assailant  with  hope,  and  . 
betrays  a  secret  wish  to  throw  upon  him  as  much  of  the 
guilt  as  possible,  without  the  intention  of  bring  herself 
finally  deprived  of^the  pleasure. 

Nothing  of  this  nature  appeared  in  the  conduct  of  ma- 
dame de  — — :  her  whole  behaviour  was  uniformly  and 
unafiectedly  modest.  She  sincerely  loves  her  husband,  and 
as  sincerely  esteems  her  own  honour.  To  have  allured 
her  from  the  course  in  which  alone  she  can  have  peace  of 
mind,  had  that  been  in  my  power,  which  it  was  not, 
would  have  ^ven  me,  as  well  as  her,  lasting  remorse.-— 
Do  not  smile,  and  attempt  to  quote  cases  in  which  I  have 
not  been  so  scrupulous.  Though  you  are  acquainted 
with  my  whole  secret  history,  you  can  quote  no  case  cm^ 
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<ic%  in  point  Qbsenre  that  I  do  not  attempt  to  justify 
myself  in  every  instance  that  you  can  adduce :  all  I  as- 
sert is,  that  there  is  an  essential  diffSerence  between  pre- 
.  vailing  on  a  woman  to  give  up  a  jewel  on  which  she  puts 
but  a  moderate  value,*  and  for  which  she,  however  erro- 
neously, thinks  she  recdves  an  equivident,  and  seducing 
another  to  part  with  what  she  esteems  invaluable*  and  the 
loss  of  which  depresses  her  mind  with  endless  sorrow. 

You  will  possibly  imagine  that,  in  my  conduct  to  the 
marquise,  I  did  not  observe  the  doctrine  that,  if  I  re- 
member right,  I  endeavoured  to  establish  in  my  letter  re« 
specting  Travers  and  the  lady  at  Lisbon — ^namely,  that 
a  man  rfstme^  though  unrestrained  by  principle,  will  not 
attempt  the  seduction  of  a  woman  of  unblemished  cha- 
racter without  some  encouragement  on  her  part,  or  his 
thinking  he  has  seen  some  degree  of  levity  in  her  beha- 
viour. 

This  doctrine  I  still  adhere  to,  let  it  bear  ever  so  hard 
against  my  own  claim  to  the  title  o£  a  man  of  sense :  but 
I  must  at  the  same  time  say,  that  the  doctrine  was  found* 
ed  on  observations  made  on  British  manners.  I  never 
thought  it  equally  applicable  in  some  other  countries,  and 
as  little  so  in  France  as  In  any  part  of  the  Aootinent  of 
Hf&ope.  If  a  man  makes  love  to  a  married  English  wo* 
man,  she  will  think  herself  obl^^ed  to  manifest  abger  in 
the  first  place,  even  although  she  is  disposed  to  comply  in 
a  decent  time ;  whereas  a  married  French  woman,  in  the 
same  situation,  will  not  think  it  at  all  necessary  to  dis- 
play anger,  even  although  she  be  fully  resolved  never  to 
break  her  marriage  vow. 

This  circumstance  shows,  at  least,  that  gallantry  of  this 
nature  is  con«dered  with  more  indulgence  in  the  one 
country  than  the  other.  I  knew  that  madame  la  mar- 
quise bad  lived  in  the  most  fashionable  circles  at  Paris, 
and  I  did  not  know  what  efiSect  example  might  have  had 
on  her  mind*  I  am  now  ashamed  at  my  own  want  of  pe- 
netration, in  not  having  seen,  from  the  whole  of  her  con- 
duct, from  the  moment. I  first  met  with  her,  that  she  was 
a  woman  of  dignity  of*  mind  and  incorruptible  virtue. 
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'  Biit  whftt  yott  wiLttUnk  bb  isingular  HI  any  etreuBlstlmoe 
of  this  eventfbl  bUtorj  is,  that  although  I  admire  tho 
beauty  of  this  woman  as  much  as  ever^  her  oonduct  has 
extinguished  within  my  breast  every  sentiment  regardii^ 
her,  but  those  of  respe^  esteem,  and  fnendshipy  with  an 
earnest  wish  to  promote  her  happiness  and  that  of  her 
husband. 

My  observations  on  life  convince  me  thai  the  heatt 
passes  more  naturally  from  friendship  to  love,  than  from 
love  to  friendship;  but  this  applies  only  to  successful 
love)  where  satiety  may  have  taken  place^  which  can  never 
happen  in  my  intercourse  with  this  lady. 

I  have  written  to  Travers  to  take  the  same  furnished 
house  I  was  in  when  last  at  London  :  or,  if  that  cannot 
be  had,  one  in  the  same  quarter.  I  am  not  fond  of  re« 
maining  long  at  an  hotd,  and  still  less  of  living  entirely 
at  my  brother^s.  I  love  him  most  affectionately,  and 
would  do  any  thing  to  oblige  him,  except  marrying.  Be-, 
ttdes  his  being  apt  to  harp  a  little  too  mudi  on  thai  dis» 
oordant  string,  his  house  is  frequented  by  a  set  of  peopb 
who  pass  under  the  denomination  of  <  the  best  kind  of 
peojde  in  the  world,*  and  are,  notwithstanding,  exceeds 
ingly  tiresome,  Mj  brother,  though  his  health  is  deli^ 
eate,  though  he  thinks  it  worse  than  it'is,  and  thou^  he 
seldom  goes  abroad,  yet  he  lwe$f  to  use  the  common 
phrase  for  keeping  an  excellent  table,  is  as  well  as  any 
man  in'England.  Though  he  is  a  man  of  great  good 
sense,  he  is  one  of  still  greater  good  nature :  his  house  la 
open  to  a  number  of  (hose  same  ie^t  kind  of  peepfe  in 
the  fporldr^yovi  are^  sure  of  having  four  or  five  of  them 
at  dinner  every  day.  What  they  are  called  the  best 
ki^d  of  people  for  %  never  could  imagine.  To  praise 
the  wind,  and  assent  to  whatever  is  said,  is,  no  doubt,  a 
proper  and  becoming  behaviour  at  anobleman^s  table; 
but  the  conversation  of  those  who  do  nothing  else,  one 
Bhould  think,  would  become  wearisome  at  last.  Were  I 
in  my  brother's  situation,  I  should  endeavour  to  oblige 
auch  people  ia  some  other  way.  He  endeavours  to  Or 
bilge  tiiem  in  som^s  other  way,  and  in  that  way  also ;  and 
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fio  prove»  his  benevokoce  to  b«  greater  than  that  of  your 
firiendj 

J.  MOSBA0KT. 


LETTER  XXX. 
From  the  Same  to  the  Same. 

Ifir  DEAR  SOMMS&S,  Hamburg. 

X  If  iGHT  have  been  with  you  by  the  time  you  will  receive 
this,  had  I  not  been  tempted  to  remain  two  days  for  the 
conveniency  of  a  passage  in  Captain  — — 's  frigate,  which 
he  offered  me  in  the  frankest  manner.  He  seems  to  pos- 
sess all  the  good  sense,  benevolence,  and  military  ardour 
that  I  so  much  admired  in  his  brother,  with  whom  I  W2|s 
so  intimate  at  Corsica;  to  which  he  joins  much  original 
humour.  When  I  mentioned  the  marchioness,  he  said, 
^  that  a  passage  in  his  frigate,  instead  of  going  in  the 
packet,  was  of  more  importance  to  her  than  to  me ;  because 
the  chance  of  her  being  taken  by  any  French  cruisers 
would  be  less  i  and  that,  even  with  regard  to  myself,  I 
ought  not  to  consider  the  event  of  being  taken  by  the 
French  in  the  same  light  now  as  formerly,  when  prison- 
ers of  war  were  certain  of  being  treated  with  humanity, 
and  often  with  politeness ;  that  the  reverse  was  the  case 
now.  He  spoke  with  great  indignation  of  the  insults 
which  General  O^Hara  and  Sir  Sidney  Smith  had  under- 
gone: to  palliate  which,  the  directory  had  accused  the 
British  government  >of  cruelty  to  its  prisoners ;  a  calum- 
ny that  was  not  credited,  even  in  France,  tod  is  contra- 
dicted by  the  united  voice  of  the  prisoners  themselves. 
Captain  ——.declared,  at  the  same  time,  that  if  he  should 
have  the  good  fortune  to  come  in  sight  of  an  enemy ^s 
frigate,  during  the  passage,  we  might  rely  on  being  en- 
tertained with  a  chase,  and  probably  an  engagement,  be- 
fore he  could  land  us :  this,  he  knew,  would  be  an  addi- 
tional motive  with  me  for  giving  him  the  pleasure  of  my 
company;^  adding,  <  that  it  would  be  so  also  to  the 
jPrencb  lady,  if  she  happned  tp  b^  of  the  some  disposi*^ 
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tkm  with  a  eountrywottiaii  of  bis,  of  very  high  rank,  who, 
with  her  husband  and  some  other  company,  came  on 
board  his  frigate,  when  he  was  cruising  off  Cherbourg, 
from  another  vessel,  in  which  they  had  been  sailing  for 
pleasure,  but  to  which  they  were  prevented  from  return- 
ing, for  two  days,  by  the  violence  of  the  weather.  Dur- 
ing this  interval,  there  was  at  one  time  reason  to  expect 
that  they  would  have  an  engagement  with  a  French  fri- 
gate of  equal  force.  This  lady,  so  far  irom  betraying 
any  fear,  when  she  saw  the  crew  in  high  spirits  from  the 
hope  of  a  victory,  expressed  as  much  satisfaction  as  any 
of  them,  saying — <  She  wished  to  have  the  pleasure  of 
seeing  French  colours  strike  to  the  British ;  which,  though 
it  often  happened,  she  had  never  witnessed,  except  at  the 
theatres.^ 

This  town  is  at  present  swarming  with  strangers; 
French,  in  particular,  abound,  and  form  a  striking  con- 
trast with  the  natives :  two  meagre  emigrants  might,  by 
a  good  carver,  be  easily  cut  out  of  one  welUfed  burgher  of 
Hamburg.  Sour-crout  and  smoked-beef  are  un(^ubtedly 
the  most  nourishing  of  all  food.  How  the  French  were 
ever  able  to  get  the  better,  in  the  field,  of  the  portly  Ger- 
mans, I  do  not  comprehend ;  yet,  notwithstanding  their 
full  living,  the  Hamburgers  look  as  serious  and  sad  as  if 
they  were  under  the  terror  of  a  revolutionary  tribunal ; 
whereas  the  emigrants  frisk  about,  as  gay  and  elastic  as 
squirrels  in  a  chesnut-grove. 

There  is  nothing  for  which  the  French  were  ever  so 
greatly  to  be  enviied  as  their  good  spirits,  and  the  cheer- 
fulness they  display  under  misfortune ;  and  they  never 
had  such  an  opportunity  of  manifesting  this  enviable  quali- 
ty as  since  their  revolution.  The  inhabitants  of  every 
pountry  of  Europe  have  reason  to  complain  of  its  conse- 
quences, surely,  in  a  much  less  degree  than  the  French 
emigrants;  yet  I  have  found  the  most  cheerful  and  agree- 
able society  among  them,  in  every  country  through  which 
I  have  pamed. 

^  I  am  sorry  to  hear  that  the  dread  of  invasion  still  de^ 
pesses  the  spirits  of  any  friend  of  jgngland.    The  brtlli« 
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ant  state  of  our  navy  alone  ought  to  remove  every  fear  of 
that  nature.  France,  under  no  form  of  government,  and 
foy  no  efforts,  can  create  a  navy  equal  to  that  of  Great 
Britain ;  and  now,  when  the  whole  ishind  is  armed,  and 
in  the  way  of  being  well-disciplined,  that  navy  may  be 
employed  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe.  The  idea  of  an 
invasion  of  England,  in  its  present  condition,  fully  armed, 
and  unanimous  against  the  public  enemy;  must  be  more 
terrible  to  the  invaders  than  to  the  invaded.  For  my  own 
part,  I  am  a  little  ashamed  to  be  out  of  the  island,  when 
such  a  thing  is  in  contemplation ;  and  nothing  would  have 
kept  me  abroad  so  long,  except  my  fear  of  disobliging  my 
brother,  on  a  subject  which  I  find  interests  more  now  than 
ever.  His  ill  health  has  at  last  determined  him  to  re- 
nounce all  thoughts  of  marriage ;  which  makes  him  won- 
derfully anxious  that  I  should  submit  my  neck  to  the  yoke 
i^thout  loss  of  time  :  to  encourage  me  to  this,  he  either 
personally,  or  by  proxy,  has  taken  the  trouble,  as  I  do 
very  much  suspect,  to  court  for  me.  I  am  given  to  un- 
derstand, as  I  formerly  hinted  to  you,  that  I  have  a  very 
advantageous  match,  as  they  call  it,  in  my  power.  The 
rank  and  fortune  of  the  damsel  are  vaunted :  neither  are 
my  lures.     Indeed  I  know  not  what  is-— 

*  Von  sum  quails  eram  bon« 
Sub  ftgao  Qrnarc  ;*  *— i— 

that  is,  I  am  not  such  a  child  as  I  was  when  I  first  met 
that  jade  the  comtessina.  I  never  can  be  fonder  of  a  wo-* 
man  dian  I  was  of  her ;  and  what  a  pretty  situation  should 
I  be  in  at  present  had  I  married  her :  this  thought  has 
occurred  to  me  a  thousand  times  since.  By  your  assist- 
ance, my  good  friend,  I  escaped  from  her  snares ;  this  re- 
flection, joined  to  the  experience  I  have  since  had  of  my 
own  mutability,  inspires  me  with  as  great  a  reluctance  to 
matrimony  as  my  biN>ther  can  possibly  have :  yet  I  have 
received  various  letters  from  him  of  late,  urging  me  to 
this  measure  in  the  most  earnest  terms ;  stating  the  ad- 
vantages that  will  result  to  myself,  the  comfort  it  will  be 
to  him  to  know  that  his  title  and  estate  are  secured  tq  thf 
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family,  and  to  descend  to  my  po8terity.-^He  is  more  care- 
ful of  my  posterity,  you  see,  than  I  am  myself.  He  hates 
the  person  to  whom  his  title  and  estate  would  go,  failing 
his  own  and  my  children ;  and  cannot  bear  the  thought 
of  their  being  transmitted  to  him  or  his  descendants :  this^ 
I  am  convinced,  more  than  any  other  consideration,  moves 
him  to  press  me  so  earnestly.  Am  I  to  give  up  the  free- 
dom I  love,  and  wear  fetters  all  my  life,  to  prevent  an 
event  which  j^ves  me  no  concern,  merely  because  the 
chance  of  it  fills  another  person  with  uneasiness.  Since 
lie  has  so  great  a  dread  of  such  a  catastrophe,  I  wish  to 
the  Lord  he  would  take  the  trouble  of  securing  against  it, 
by  begetting  his  own  heirs.  If  he  did,  you  will  tell  me 
.  that  I  should  be  cut  from  the  view  of  ever  possessing  his 
title  and  estate.  I  do  assure  you,  Sommers,  thai  idea 
jgives  me  no  pain ;  I  am  persuaded  of  nothing  more  fully, 
than  that  more  riches  would  not  increase  my  happiness ; 
and,  as  for  the  peerage,  if  ever  I  shall  have  the  good  for^ 
tune  to  perform  services  to  my  country,  worthy  of  such 
an  honour,  I  should  receive  it  from  his  majesty  with  gra- 
titude and  gladness :  but  a  peerage,  obtained  by  the  death 
of  my  brother,  would  fill  me  with  sorrow— and  one  con- 
ferred for  no  other  merit  than  that  of  commanding  a  few 
votes  for  a  minister  could  not  in  the  least  gratify  my  vani- 
ty. You  perceive,  therefore,  that  I  have  no  inducement 
ta  change  my  condition,  unless  to  gratify  my  brother.  J. 
.  should  think  that  inducement  sufficient,  if  I  did  not  con- 
sider his  motive  as  a  little  whimsical,  and  if  what  he  rcp 
quests  did  not  overset  all  my  notions  of  happiness.  As 
for  the  particular  lady  he  has  in  his  eye,  I  am  still  in  the 
dark ;  he  has  certainly  given  no  hint  to  any  of  my  relar 
tions,  otherwise  \  should  have  received  it  among  my  last 
dispatches;  some  of  them  are  the  most  comfnunicative 
people  I  ever  had  any  experience  of.  My  aunt,  Lady 
3usan,  could  not  have  omitted  an  article  of  so  much  imT 
portance :  she  writes  to  me  all  she  knows,  often  more  than 
I  wish  to  know,  and  a  great  deal  of  what  she  knows  no. 
thing.  The  lady  his  lordship  has  chosen  for  me  is  coiftt- 
prebendcd  in  the  last  article :  I  have  not  tbie  least  curir 
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mnty  to  be  better  infartaied»  being  fuUy  rewdr^  to  remain 
the  most  obedient  humble  fierrant  of  the  whole  8ex«  I 
have  600  much  affection  for  the  sweet  creatures  ever  to 
marrjraoyof  tfaemt  not  that  I  do  not  envy  many  who  do, 
{MirtiouUrly  yourself.  X  am  fully  convinced,  from  your 
aooouat  of  your  JuHet»  and  my  knowledge  of  your  chiw 
faoter*  that  you  are  one  of  the  happiest  men  of  my  ac* 
quaintance.  Long  may  it  be  so,  my  dear  Sommers.  You 
were  always  a  steady  feUbw ;  but  what  has  a  wavering  ant^ 
mal  like  me  to  do  with  such  a  lasting  business  as  matri- 
mony* No;  any  thing  to  oblige  you  but  that,  my  dear 
brother :  in  this  resolution,  at  least,  I  shall  be  invariable* 
Let  this,  however,  remain  a  secret  between  you  and  me, 
colonel ;  for,  though  I  shall  endeavour  to  wave,  evade, 
and  procrasUnate  my  brother^s  favourite  plan  of  matrix 
moni^sing  roe,  I  will  not  afflict  him  with  the  idea  that  it 
never  shall  take  place,  I  have  still  hopes  that  his  own 
health  will  be  so  much  re-established,  as  to  induce  him  tq 
fiillow  the  advice  he  gives  me. 

I  shall  inform  you  of  my  arrival  in  London ;  and,  as 
soon  as  the  marchioness  shall  be  settled  in  somewhat  of  a 
comfortable  style,  I  will  endeavour  to  persuade  Travers 
to  accompany  me  to  Hampshire.  When  I  shall  have  sucr 
needed  in  tranquillizing  my  brother^s  mind  on  the  grand 
point,  I  will  return  to  tbf  capital,  endeavour  (o  be  of  what 
fiuther  service  to  the  marchioness  may  be  in  my  power, 
and  then  set  out  fof  your  hiqppy  retreat.  I  wish  to  know, 
with  all  her  love,  whether  your  Juliet  has  more  friendship 
for  her  husband  tbt^n  I  have  for  my  old  schoolfellow  ?  At 
4iiBu| 

h  HQUDAUWIt. 


LETTER  XXXI. 

Frtm  the  Same  to  the  Samcr 

London* 
W^iC  arrived  on  Tuesday,  without  having  been  stopped 
by  a  single  highwayman  between  Fortslnouth  and  J^ndon^ 
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The  marchioness  thought  this  a  jnece  of  wondeifol  good 
luck;  having  imbibed  the  same  idea  with  most  foreigners, 
that  it  is  two  to  one  in  favour  of  a  person^s  being  robbed, 
before  he  travels  fifty  miles,  in  England  :  this  they  find  to 
be  a  mistake ;  but  I  have  heard  many  of  them,  who  while 
they  acknowledged  it,  declare,  at  the  same  time,  that 
the  innkeepers,  in  a  great  measure,  supplied  the  omissions 
of  the  highwaymen. 

Travers  had  called  twice :  the  second  time  he  left  a  note, 
to  inform  me  that  he  had  secured  my  old  lodgings ;  so  I 
slept  there  the  first  night,  leaving  the  marchioness  and  her 
maid  at  the  hotel. 

When  I  waited  on  her  next  day,  I  found  madame  de 
«— — ,  a  relation  of  hers,  with  her.  She  seems  a  very  a- 
greeable  woman,  and  will  be  of  great  utility  to  the  mar- 
chioness, having  been  a  considerable  time  in  iTngland,  and 
speaking  the  language  with  wonderful  correctness  for  one . 
^  her  country.  Hitherto  the  French,  in  general,  have 
taken  less  trouble  than  any  nation  to  acquire  the  langua- 
ges of  other  countries.  All  Europe  has  reason  to  lament 
the  cause  of  such  numbers  of  them  being  now  under  a 
greater  necessity,  than  the  people  of  any  other  nation,  to 
obtain  that  acquirement. 

Madame  de  •^-— -,  who  is  a  widow,  invited  her  friend  to 
live  with  lier :  this  was  declined ;  but  a  lodging  was  found 
to  the  marchionesses  taste  in  the  same  street.  She  has  al- 
ready been  visited  by  some  of  the  most  respectable  of  the 
French  at  present  in  London.  But  she  has  now  told  me, 
that  the  person  in  this  country  on  whose  friendship  she 
has  the  greatest  reliance  is  Lady  Diana  Franklin,  who, 
when  she  was  last  at  Paris,  lived  in  great  intimacy  with 
the  marchioness's  motlier,  for  whom  she  had  the  greatest 
regard,  and  with  whom  sh^  afterwards  kept  a  friendly  cor* 
respondence,  until  all  correspondence  of  that  nature  was 
interrupted  between  the  two  nations. 

I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  being  in  company,  two  or 
three  times,  with  Lady  Diana :  she  is  assuredly  the  very 
flower  of  old  maids ;  a  class  to  which  she  is  thought  not 
only  nominally^  but  essentially,  to  belpng;  and  that  from 
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choioe,  having  been  poirerfulljr  solicited  to  enter  intq  ano- 
ther. I  never  knew  a  woman  more  universally  well  spo« 
ken  of  by  all,  but  those  of  whom  nobody  speaks  well ;  un- 
less it  be  occasionally  by  Lady  Diana  herself,  who  often 
finds  something  good  to  say  of  the  very  worst. 

The  marchioness  was  greatly  disappointed  on  being  in- 
formed that  Lady  Diana  was  in  Devonshire,  and  not  expect* 
ed  to  return  very  soon*  She  has  however  written  to  that 
lady.  She  waits  also  with  impatience  for  a  letter  from  her 
husband,  by  which  her  future  proceedings  will  be  regu* 
lated.  Before  she  can  receive  that,  I  expect  to  return 
from  my  brother^s ;  until  which  time  I  have  reminded  her 
that  she  is  not  to  mention  my  name,  either  in  her  letters 
to  Lady  Diana,  or  in  discourse  to  any  person  in  London. 
I  should  be  sorry  it  was  at  all  known  that  I  came  in  her 
company  before  I  have  fully  explained  all  the  circumstan- 
ces to  my  brother. 

I  find  that  I  shall  not  be  able  to  go  to  Rosemount  so 
very  soon  as  I  expected,  Travers  having  entangled  me  in 
a  business  of  his,  which  it  is  needless  to  mention. 

Yqu  shall  hear  from  me  when  I  set  out.  Meanwhile  I 
am,  &c. 

J.  MORUAUNT* 


LETTER  XXXII. 
Lady  Diana  Fbanklin  to  Miss  Hobatia  CLiFFoan. 

MY  DEAR  HOBATIA,  PUmptm. 

I  HAVE  just  received  a  letter  from  madame  la  marquise 
de  .,  dated  London.  How  happy  I  am  that  she  has 
made  her  escape  from  that  country  of  horrors !  You 
have  oflen  heard  me  speak  of  the  civilities  I  received 
,  from  this  lady^s  mother,  when  I  was  last  at  Paris.  Ac 
customed  from  her  youth  to  the  splendour  of  a  court,  and 
living  in  intimacy  with  people  in  power,  she  not  only  unit- 
ed ease  and  affability  to  dignity  of  manner,  but  also  re- 
tained a  sensibility  of  heart  to  all  the  calls  of  private 
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friendship.    She  was  «t  <«ce  a  woman  of  wit|  and  of  great 
good  nature. 

It  is  a  common  notion,  that  those  two  qualities  are  mbU 
dom  united.  I  nerer  was  entirely  of  that  opinion,  mid 
less  so  since  I  became  acquainted  with  you,  my  dear,  than 
ever*  But  whether  the  notion  is  well-founded  in  general, 
or  not,  I  am  sure  that  the  marchioness  possessed  both 
those  qualities  in  an  eminent  degree.  Her  good-nature 
never  for  a  moment  forsook  her,  and  wit  seemed  always 
to  lie  in  her  way,  without  her  ever  going  in  search  of  it. 

Her  chief  care,  when  I  knew  her,  was  to  cultivate  the 
imnd  of  her  daughter,  in  which  she  had  as  easy  a  task  as 
those  whose  business  it  was  to  give  grace  to  a  person,  both 
being  admirably  formed  for  doing  honour  to  her  instruct^ 
ors.  This  accomplished  young  woman  was  soon  after 
married  to  the  marquis  of  ■■*■-,  a  man  of  character,  great* 
ly  approved  of  by  her  mother.  He  emigrated  early  in 
the  revolution,  and  was  in  the  army  of  the  prince  of  Con* 
de.  The  mother  and  daughter  were  both  imprisoned 
during  the  tyranny  of  Robespierre.  I  heard,  with  much 
sorrow,  that  the  former  fell  a  victim  to  the  cruelty  of  that 
monster ;  and  I  was  afterwards  informed  that  the  daughter 
had  been  liberated ;  by  what  means  I  know  not ;  nor  have 
I  ever  received  certain  intelligence  concerning  her  since. 
I  regret  exceedingly  my  not  being  in  London  at  present ; 
and  that  my  poor  friend,  Mrs.  Denham,  is  in  such  a  state, 
that  it  would  be  cruel  in  me  to  leave  her.  What  can  be 
a  stronger  proof  of  this  than  my  not  flying  directly  to 
London  to  meet  the  daughter  of  my  friend,  a  stranger, 
perhaps  in  pecuniary  distress  ? 

In  your  last  you  inform  me  that  you  intend  to  take  your 
leave  of  Mrs.  Sommers  very  soon ;  that  you  can  no  longer 
evade  the  repeated  invitations  of  your  aunt ;  and  that  you 
will  set  out  for  the  capital  at  the  beginning  of  next  month, 
and  remain  with  her  till  my  arrival. 

I  hope  it  will  not  be  very  inconvenient  for  you,  my 
dear,  to  go  directly  on  receiving  this.  Who  else  can  I 
intrust  with  the  delicate  commission  I  wish  to  be  carried 
to  the  marchioness  ? 
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You  are  not  a  great  deal  younger  than  benelf :  your 
manners  are  so  very— I  will  not  say  what  your  manners 
are — ^but  I  am  sure  you  will  gain  her  confidence.  I  in- 
close a  draft  on  my  banker.  I  once  intended  to  have 
sent  it  in  the  letter  addressed  to  herself,  but  she  might 
have  thought  it  too  free.  Her  father  had  a  great  deal  of 
pride. — ^You  will  manage  it  with  more  delicacy— you 
will  see  the  proper  time  of  making  her  the  offer.— Let 
her  know  how  often  you  have  heard  me  speak  of  the 
obligations  I  lie  under  to  her  mother.  In  my  letter  to 
her,  I  inform  her  that,  notwithstanding  the  great  distance 
of  our  ages,  you  are  my  confidential  friend.— I  say  I  was 
the  friend  of  your  mother  as  mucli  as  of  her^s ;  and  I  hint 
distantly  at  the  commission  with  which  I  have  intrusted 
you.  She  may  think  it  strange  that  I  do  not  go  directly 
to  London — I  dare  say  she  expected  this — ^it  .was  most 
natural  that  she  should, — ^Pray,  my  dear,  explain  this. 

Mrs.  Denham  is  really  very  ill — weak  in  mind  as  well 
as  body :  she  has  no  friend  near  her  but  myself.  Were  I 
to  leave  her  at  present,  I  do  believe  it  would  entirely  break 
her  heart. 

I  am  convinced  that  Mrs.  Sommers  will  not  endeavour 
to  keep  you  an  hour  after  you  tell  her  how  very  earnest  I 
am  that  you  should  set  out  for  London  directly ;  but  I 
need  not  add  that  you  ought  not  to  give  any  hint  of  one 
part  of  my  commission, — ^I  flatter  myself  that  your  next 
letter  will  be  dated  London. — ^Do  not  trouble  yourself  to 
write  till  you  get  there,  and  have  seen  the  marchioness*  I 
remain,  my  dear  Horatio,  yours  most  afiectionately, 

]>.  FRANKLIN. 


LETTER  XXXIIL 

Mu9  HoRATiA  Cliffoep  to  Lody  Diana  Feanklin. 

As  soon  as  I  received  your  letter,  my  dear  Lady  Diana, 
I  mentiimed  the  contents  to  Mrs.  Sommers,  and  told  her 
that  I  should  set  out  for  London  very  early  next  morning. 
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t  had  before  Agreed  to  remain  with  them  a  week  IcHigen  If 
I  am  not  excessively  deceived,  the  thought  of  my  unex-* 
pected  departure  gave  uneasiness  to  both  the  colonel  and 
her:  neither,  however,  opposed  my  going;  they  were 
sensible  that  no  entreaties  would  have  prevailed  on  me  to 
stay.  The  colonel  is  as  devoid  of  affectation  as  his  wife : 
and  you  have  said  that  you  never  knew  any  one  more 
free  from  it  than  Juliet  They  are  a  very  happy  couple  i 
they  seem  to  me  to  stand  in  need  of  no  society  but  that  of 
each  other.  How  different  from  the  situation  of  some  of 
our  married  acquaintance,  who  are  exceedingly  hospitable, 
not  fttom  fondness  of  the  company  of  their  guests,  but 
from  weariness  of  their  own. 

You  remember  pur  vi«t  to  your  relations,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Frothley,  six  weeks  after  their  marriage.  When  you 
qpoke  of  returning  to  town,  I  shall  never  forget  how  very 
earnestly  we  were  pressed  to  stay  another  day—'  Only 
one  other  day,'  said  Mrs.  Frothley.' — <  You  surely  will 
not  be  so  cruel,'  added  her  husband,  <  to  refuse  us  one 
«ngte  day.'  We  remained  accordingly ;  but  you  were 
afraid  that  we  should  be  pressed  as  much  to  stay  a  second 
and  a  third  day  :  but,  to  your  astonishment,  we  were  aU 
lowed  to  go  the  next  morniug,  without  either  husband  or 
wife  expressing  a  wish  for  our  stay.  Mrs.  Frothley's  con- 
fidential friend,  Mrs.  Pierce,  expluned  this  to  me.  They 
expected  no  company  on  the  day  we  were  so  much  press- 
ed to  stay,  and  dreaded  being  left  together;  they  knew  of 
a  relief  the  day  after,  and  therefore  made  no  opposition  to 
our  going. 

It  is  different,  thank  heaven  !  with  my  friend  Juliet 
and  her  husband ;  and  it  is  my  happiness  to  believe  they 
were  sorry  for  my  departure — not  because^ — ^but  notwitiL 
gtandingf  they  were  to  be  left  alone. 

Londomm 
I  wrote  the  above  at  an  inn  on  my  way  to  town, 
where  I  arrived  last  night.  As  it  was  not  l^te,  and  I  was 
lio  way  fatigued,  I  had  some  inclination  to  have  waited  di- 
rectly on  the  marchioness.  My  aunt  exclaimed  so  much 
agunst  it,  that  I  was  obliged  to  yield  the  point. — I  went 
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iilMBCiliiitely  after  brefljcftft  tUs  siolnii«g,  aiidhftttt  ju8t 
returned :  she  is,  indeed,  a  charming  woman.  Ai  soon 
as  she  had  read  your  letter,  wbidi  I  ^ve  die  OMod  to  de- 
liver, I  heard  her  coming  down  flairs  with  rapidity.  She 
Jhai  ao  eiigagMag  ease  of  manner  that  I  naver  mw  surpaast 
^.  Yet  PUT  cooTersatign  waa  at  first  a  little  oeeoaoni- 
0uar-4t  fioon  be^imn^e  affectionate. 
f  You  are  a  near  relation  of  Lady  Diana  V 

<  Nq relation;  b.at  she  honours  me  with  her  friends 
ship.^ 

«  That  is  still  hetter.r^How  foittiKiate  for  so  young  i| 
ln^y  to  haye  «o  yaluahle  a  friend  V 

f  1  <^nftider  it  as  the  greatest  happsneas  of  my  lifew* 

^  you  have  reason,^  said  she.---^  That  dear  lady  had 
much  friendship  for  my  mother/ 
[^er e  she  was  SQo^e  time  upahla  to  continue  {  at  last,  wip* 

ing  her  eyes,  she  added,] 

<  And,  for  her  sake,  I  find  she  has  likewise  some  for 
«ae.' 

<  Her  ladyship  regrets  excee^ngly,^  siud  I,  ^  that  she 
is  absent  from  town  at  a  dme  when  her  presence  might  be 
VsefttI  to  you— I  hope  you  will  permit  me  to  supply  her 
place  as  much  as  is  in  my  power.^ 

•  You  ere  very  good/ 

*  Independent  of  the  pleasure  I  should  have,*  resumed 
I,  <  of  being  at  all  serviceable  to  you  on  your  own  ac- 
count, I  know  that  it  iivill  be  the  most  effectual  means  I 
can  adopt  of  obliging  one  whom  it  is  the  study  and  pride 
of  my  life  to  oblige ;  one  who  has  behaved  to  me  like  a 
secoipd  mother.^ 

<  Ah,  my  God  I  Has  mademoiselle  lost  her  first  ?^ 
[She  saw  me  afflictec),  and  sbe  apologized  for  recalling 

a£^vctive  ideas  to  my  mind.] 

<  {tis  to  Lady  Diana^  friendship  for  my  departed  mo« 
ther,^  said  I,  <  that  I  am  indebted  fyv  her  partiality  to 
^^e.^T-^<  Her  conjoem  fpr  me,^  cried  she,  <  is  from  the  same 
cause.^ 

[This  siffularity'  seemed  a  new  link  to  our  beginning 
VOL.  v«.  M 
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fnendsbtp :  ahe  looked  at  ne^  as  t  thoaght^  wifk  in« 
creased  affection.] 

*  Where  did  your  mother  die  ? 

*  Imj  arms/  I  answered. 

[She  seemed  greatly  mored"— She  st<>od  with  h6r  eyes  fix* 

•    ed  on  me;  yet  with  a  wildness  of  gaze,  as  if  her  mind  was 
occupied  with  sometbiflg  different  from  what  her  eyes 
beheld— She  then  exclaimed,  with  a  voice  of  anguish], 
«  And  mine  by  the  hands  of  murderers-**K>n  a  scaffold  T 

She  shrieked. 

[She  sunk  on  the  ooudfa,  and  continued  sobbing,  with  her 
handkerchief  pressed  to  her  fiice.  I  wished  to  say 
sdniething  consolatory,  but  could  not.  After  a  ooiksi- 
derable  interval  she  became  more  composed,  and,  with 
a  look  of  tenderness,  she  resumed,] 
^  Do  you  not  intend  soon,  my  dear  lady,  to  vittiC  youv 

friend  in  the  country  ?^ 

^  Lady  Diana  is  at  present  with'  a  friend  in  cKstrdss, 

who  cannot  receive  company,  but  whom  she  expects  to  ht 

aUe  to  leave  soon ;  and  I  certainty  shall  not  quit  London 

till  she  arrives.'* 

'  Alas  I-  the  happinessof  that  good  lady^s  life  is  Kkely 

to  be  mucl|  interrupted  by  the  distresses  of  others;? 
^  The  greatest  happiness  of  her  life  eonsistar  in  relieving 

the  distressed*- 

*  It  is  a  great  blessing  to*  have  the  power  of  such  en« 
joyment,^  said  she. 

^  It  is,  perhaps,'  as  great  a  blessing  toh  have  a  taste  for 
such  enjoyment^^  added  L 

*  True,'  rejoined  she.  «  For  though  those  who  want 
the  power  are  apt  to  exclaim  against  many  who  haveit^ 
because  tbey  are  deficient  iii  the  inclination,  there  is 
much  reason  to  fear  that  many  more  of  these  very  ex- 
daimers  would  ber  still  more  d^cient  in  the  inclination, 
were  the  power  given  to  themselves.^ 

*  It  may  be  so/  said  I  f  <  but  it  cannot  be  so  fully 
proved  until  the  trial  is  made.V 

^  My  God  r  said  she,  with  emotion,  ^  has  not  die  trial 
been  made  in  my  miserable  country.  How  many  wretches. 
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fijrmerly  in  indi^iide,  are  now  in  afflu^lbe !  Baf  where 
is  thrir  desire  of  doing  good  ?  What  ia  become'  of  thttr 
vaunted  benevolence  P  Hofr  4o  they  t^liefve  the  poc^,' 
except  by  luxuries,  greater  perils^,  arid  tiertainly  grosser^^ 
than  those  they  exclaimed  against,  when  tfa^  we^  theOajr 
selves  in  a  state  erf  poverty  ?' 

^  I  am  donvinced,^  said  t,  *  that  iheire  ire  feW  situa* 
tiotis  ih  which  a  tftfly  huma^ef  and  benevolent  mind  will 
not  find  the^  power  of  doing  good  officed.* 

<  You  are  right/  added  she;  'and'yoii  may  depend 
upon  it,  that  those  who^  while  in  confined  circumstances^ 
give  no  proof  of  ti  benevolent  disposition,  except  declara^ 
tions  how  generous  they  would  be  if  they  were  rich,  will 
give  as  few  if  they  ever  dh6uM  become  rich.  I  have 
heard  much  good,^  continued  she,  *  of  the  English  ladies 
—Pray,  are  there  many  like  your  friend  ?* 

<  It  would  be  fortunate  for  England  that  the  number 
#as  stiH  greater/ 

*  jAy,'  ^joined  she, «  or  for  any  other  country.  France 
was  formerly  distinguish^  for  ftmiable  and  accdmpiished 
iromen,  who  gave  the  stamp  of  elegknee,  decorum,  and 
evert  taste^  to  society ;  women,  nrhose  company  was  courts 
^d  by  theittost  enlightened  men  of  the  age  in  which*  they 
Hvcftl.— -My  God !  what  an  alteration  ^  The  French  were 
formerly  thought  to  tarry  cheerfulness  into*  every  society^ 
iiow  they  spread  s^riess  whel*eter  they  ^ :  they  were 
formerly  accused  of  too  great  levity— Gracious  Heaven  I- 
how  infinitely  preferable  was  it  to  the  atrocity  that  has 
been  ingrafted  on  the  tfational  character  since/ 

f Imagining  that  although  her  recent  misfortunes  mad^ 
her  speak  with  bitterness  of  &er  country,  yet  that  sbef 
would  rather  be  pleased  to  hear  it  mentioned  with  re«< 
spect  by  a  stranger,  I  said :] 

*  The  character  of  a  gt'eat  nation,  such  as  France,  is 
not  to  be'  changed  by  the  crimes  of  a  few  men,  howevee 
atrocious/ 

<  Alas  P  exclaimed  she,  *  my  dear  Miss  CliiFord,  France; 
from  the  happiest  country,  had  become  the  most  wretch't* 
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«d«  The  maftiicrs  of  its  inhiibiUints,  from  bring  ^vtittUe, 
huve  beoom^  dii^pistiiig,  Robespierre  bgd  poimaiiuioited 
hiB  9fm%  to  muy  before  he  .expired:  the  venom  of  that 
serpent  still  ferments  in  the  netion,  jiiii4  thir^tens  to  in<» 
feet  itU  £u9ope.--nBe  assured  thst  tb«  ni^tionid  cbniacter 
is  perverted/ 

I  certunly  have  no  iodioation  to  pallinto  t|i9  crimes 
Ihat  have  been  committed  in  Franee  sinoe  the  revolntioo : 
But  I  can  make  a  distinction  between  those  men  who  act* 
id  from  honest  m<)tives9  and  thpse  who  were  impeDed  by 
9mbitifHi,  self-interestf  or  revenge ;  I  perceived,  however^ 
that  she  could  not  bear  such  discriminfition ;  her  mind 
being  fixed  on  the  horrid  result^  she  disregarded  the  mo« 
tives  of  those  who  began  the  revpl^tion,  and  h^ld  the 
memory  of  all  who  had  at  any  period  promoted  it  in  the 
utmost  detestation*    X  immediately  droj^ped  the  subjeet. 

Althou^  I  showed  more  moderation,  I  do  not  pretend 
to  more  candour  than  the  marchioness  possesses.  The 
opposite  light  in  which  the  same  obj^t  appei^'s  ofteaer 
proceeds  from  a  difference  of  situation,  than  a  diffsreoce 
of  character,  in  the  spectators.  She  has  been  a  positite 
and  personal  sufferer  by  the  revolution:  I  certainly  have 
also  experienced  very  uneasy  sensations  from  sympathy 
with  the  unfortunate ;  but—my  God  i  what  a  di^r« 
enoe. 

I  had  been  watdiing  an  opportunity  of  giving  the 
draft;  and  when  I  thought  a  proper  one  bad  presented 
itself,  I  said,  <  that  from  the  present  situation  of  her 
country,  and  the  manner  in  which  she  had  been  obliged 
to  quite  it,  Lady  Diana  was  certain  that  her  affairs  couid 
not  be  well  arranged,  and  had,  therefore,  desired  me  to 
leave  the  paper,  which  I  directly  laid  on  the  table,  and 
was  then  hoi-rying  away.* 

She  begged  of  me  to  stop;  and  having  glanced  at  the 
draft,  she  said,— <  I  expected  something  of  this  nature, 
from  an  expresMon  in  Lady  Diana^s  letter :  but  I  have 
no  occasion  at' present,  my  dear ;  I  have  already  a  coo«* 
derable  credit  with  a  banker  in  London ;  I  am  far  more 
fortunate  than  many  of  my  countrymen.    J  will  inform 
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Lady  HikniL  of  all  Vheie  particulars  t  but,  in  the  tiiean«> 
time,  you  must  take  back  this ;  Lady  Diana  shall  keep  it 
until  I  ireUly  need  it>*^but  that  will  not  be  very  soon  ; 
tbt  I  am  ridi  enough  to  live  a  long  time  in  London  in  the 
style  I  intend  to  live.^ 

I  begto  to  exprMs  how  very  much  it  wo^ld  oblige  yotr 
if  she  would  aUoW  me  to  leave  the  draft 

<  I  would  do  much  to  oblige  so  very  generous  and  so 
amiable  a  lady,  my  dear ;  but  it  would  not  oblige  her  ex« 
cept  it  oMiged  me;  and  at  present  I  assure  you  it  would 
not ;  so  you  must  take  the  paper  with  you.  I  am  fully 
sensible  of  Lady  Diana^s  friendship,  of  which  I  mean  to 
avail  myself  in  other  respects. 

Fully  convinced  that  any  farther  attempt  would  be 
fruitless,  I  did  as  she  desired. 

A  lady  and  gentleman  of  her  own  country  calling  soon 
after,  I  took  my  leave  of  the  marchioness. 

My  aunt  means  to  wait  on  her  with  me  to-morrow ; 
and  yoii  feay  rely  Upon  every  thing  being  dofie,  to  render 
lier  ntuation  comfortable,  that  is  in  my  power. 

I  beg  to  be  kindly  remembered  to  Mrs.  Denham  i  tod 
I  remain,  most  affectionately,  yours, 

H.  OLIFFOAD. 

LETTER  XXXIV. 
Mm  Horatio  Cliffoko  to  Lady  Diana  FftAKsxiN. 

London* 

I  SHOULD  have  had  a  strong  sense  of  gratitude  towards 
you^  my  dear  Lady  Diana,  although  you  had  never  done 
me  any  other  favour  than  that  of  making  me  acquainted, 
with  tiie  marchioness.  I  grow  fonder  of  her  every  day ; 
and  what  you  will  think  more  surprising,  my  aunt  seems 
to  be  as  fond  of  her  as  I  am.  I  had  some  fears,  before 
they  met,  that  this  would  not  have  been  the  case.  She 
always  had  a  prejudice  against  foreigners,  to  whatever 
country  they  belonged;  this  prejudice  is  now  stronger 
^n  ever ;  because^  she  says,  they  all  put  her  in  mind  of 
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the  Frepob.  My  uncle,  who  is  the  moot  candid  huib  Af 
live,  som^tinie3  rallies  hf  r  .on  thi^  h^.  Yesterday  we 
had  two  p^rsQi(is  ^t  dinger  who  were  nmph  9^  my  aunt^s 
j^^y  pf  thinkjqg ;  one  a  coui>]try  squire,  from  th|S  bishop^ 
ric  of  Durham,  the  other  a  merchant  fronj^  tl^e  dty.-  Th^ 
conversation  had  continued,  £ot  son^e  time,  on  the  superi- 
ority of  this  island  in  all  respects,  cUipatje  among  the  rest^ 
pyer  every  other  par$  of  the  globe.  My  ^ncle,  though 
be  haf(  a  v.^ry  f^ypq^bl^  qpipion  of  both  b^s  countiy  and 
fount^ymi^Q,  thinking  their  superiority  b^d  been  carrie(| 
1^  gjreat  deal  too  high,  was  silent. 

^  fltLve  you  nothing  to  say  in  favour  of  Old  £ngland<^. 
Mr.  Damley  ?'   said  my  aunt. 

^  What  need  is  there  of  saying  more,  my  dear,^  an- 
swered he,  ^  after  it  has  been  cles^ly  proved,  that,  were 
ip  not  for  Olfl  England,  (he  rest  of  tl^e  lyorlfi  ^ould  not 
have  been  worth  preating  I* 

^  Well,  well,^  resumed  sbe»  ^  yoi|  may  l^ugh  at  my 
preference  as  much  as  you  pleftse,  Mr.  Darnley ;  but  I 
would  be  gls^4  tQ  si^e  any  country  that  can  he  compared 
tip  ^nglanc}.? 

<  It  will  be  very  di^cult  to  gratify  you  ii^  that,  my 
^ea^,!  answered  he ;  *  especially  if  you  adhere  to  your  re- 
solution of  never  going  out  of  England.' 

<  Then,^  said  she,  <  I  sKail  remain  ungratified ;  for,  ii; 
spite  of  all  their  fine  descriptions,  I  ap  resolved  to  .go 
to  none  of  their  foreign  countries,  particularly  not  tQ 
i*rance;^ 

^ptwithstanding  her  prejudice,  the  engaging  manners 
of  the  marchioness  have  won  the  heart  of  my  aunt.  Shf 
behaves  to  nfir  \n  the  kindest  manner  possible.  She  has 
4ine€l  with  us  frequently ;  and  my  fiunt  never  i|iils  to  put 
me  in  mind  tp  invite  the  marchionesses  company  as  often 
as  J  go  to  call  on  her,  which  is  generally  once  every 
4ay, 

](  hinted,  in  ft  note  last  week,  that  the  inarchiopess  ha(^ 
expressed  aq  inclination  to  communicate  the  most  inte- 
resting particulars  of  her  story  to  me. 
'^  As  pij  fi^nt  seldom  ^riyes  put  ^n  ^  morningjj  im^  I 
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bave  her  chariot  entirely  at  my  ocmimaiid,  t  have  carried 
the  marchioness  to  many  of  those  places,  near  London, 
which  excite  the  curiosity  of  strangers*  Oa  our  return 
from  one  of  those,  I  reminded  her  of  her  promise ;  and 
she  told  me,  that  if  I  would  accejpt  of  part  of  her  fricassee, 
and  pass  the  evening  at  her  lodgings^  she  would  fulfil  the 
promise  of  which  I  had  so  often  reminded  her. 

Having  obtained  my  auntV  leave,  I  dined  with  the 
marchioness  that  very  day.  She  ordered  h^self  to  be  de« 
nied,  and  favoured  me  with  the  narrative,  which  I  have 
since  written  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  and  shall  send 
you  by  your  footman  William,  who  is  to  set  out  for  De- 
vonshire the  day  after  to-morrow.  i 

The  reason  of  your  Jhaving  received  only  one  short 
note  from  me,  during  so  long  an  interval,  is,  that  my 
spare  time  has  been  occupied  in  transcribing  that  narra- 
tive. Much  of  its  force  is  lost  in  my  translation ;  yet,  had 
I  been  able  to  communicate  it  to  you  in  the  very  language 
of  the  marchioness,  still  you  would  lose  the  graces  of  her 
voice  and  manner.  Acquainted  as  I  am,  however,  my 
dear  Lady  Diana,  with  your  sensibility,  I  am  apt  to  think 
it  better,  on  the  whole,  that  some  of  the  circumstances 
are  conveyed  to  you  thus  weakened,  than  with  the  pathe- 
tic poignancy  they  were  impressed  on  me. 

The  marchioness  has  been  so  warmly  solicited,  by  a 
lady  of  rank,  to  pass  some  tipae  at  Richmond,  that  she 
went  there  yesterday,  and  is  at  present  with  a  pretty  nu- 
merous society  of  her  own  country-people.  You  may,  di- 
rect to  her  there  till  I  infonq  you  of  her  return  to  town. 

H.  c 


The  STORY  i^ Madame  la  Maewise  de  >  as  nar^ 

rated  by  herself  ta  Misa  Clifford^ 

1S/Ly  father  was  a  man  of  birth  and  of  condderable  fortune, 
most  of  which  he  had  sp^nt  in  the  service  before  he  mar- 
ried  my  mother ;  but  he  then  enjoyed  court  favour,  a  go- 
vernment,  and  other  lucrative  oflSces*    He  ym  fprty  years 
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of  age,  and  she  only  twenty.  Her  tcttme  was  more  ttiA 
pk  than  his  had  ever  been ;  yet  be  hUd  ao  Htovd  ai!id 
magnificent  a  turn  of  mind,  that,  when  he  died,  tey  m^ 
iher^s  fortune,  of  which  Ue  couid  draw  only,  the  rMtD^ 
was  all  he  left  as  a  provision  for  his  family. 

Three  years  before  his  death  I  bad  h^ii  boarded  in  8 
convent,  contrary  to  the  inclination  of  my  itiother,  who 
would  rather  thai  I  had  been  educated  at  home  niider 
her  own  eye:  but  my  fkther  gave  frequeht  entertain^ 
ments,  was  proud  of  my  tnother^s  aocom]^ishmetits,  and 
feared  that  her  attention  to  my  education  would  dftett 
prevent  her  from  appearing  in  those  assemblies,  of  which 
he  considered  her  as  the  greatest  ornament.  My  mother 
yielded  with  regret  a  point  which  she  thought  very  ma* 
terial. 

The  convent  in  which  I  was  boarded,  and  where  I  re* 
mained  tfare'e  years,  had  a  high  reputation.  Those  nttos, 
to  which  the  education  of  the  boarders  is  peculiarly  in-i 
trusted,  execute  the.task,  ibr  the  most  part,  in  a  con-. 
scientious  manner,  and  to  the  best  of  their  understanding. 
The  impression  they  make  on  the  young  mind  very  often 
xemidns  through  life.  This  impression  has  an  opposite 
effect,  according  to  the  character  of  tho^e  on  which  it  is 
made.  Some  it  renders  superstitious ;  others,  soon  after 
they  are  introduced  into  society,  on  hearing  some  of  the 
notions  and  practices  they  learned  at  the  convent  turned 
into  ridicule,  are  apt  to  become  irreligious.  On  me  the 
impression  was  of  the  first  kind ;  for,  at  the  time  I  was 
removed  from  the  convent,  I  had  a  great  inclination  to 
become  a  nun. 
[Here  I  could  not  help  interrupting  the  marchioness  with 

a  sudden  exclamation-—] 

*  Good  heaven !  to  become  a  nun.^ 

<  Yes,  my  dear,*  resumed  she,  smiling;  *  and  if  at  that 
age  you  had  lived  as  long  in  the  same  society,  for  some  of 
the  nuns  were  extremely  amiable  as  well  as  pious,- 1 
make  no  doubt  but  you  would  have  had  the  same  inclina-* 
tion.'] 

Secluded  from  the  ordinary  occupations  of  life,  it  is 
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im  ^txTpii^ttg  tfaft  a^  shenild  pliti  aiAoKt  the  irhoU  df 
goddhesff  in  the  pIsHbf  manc6  of  I'diglous  teremoni^d  and 
defrodt  contemptatidn^.  Sdide  piarticalar  t^remonie^  mkf 
even  be  amusing  to  ibe  fkhcy  of  a  child ;  and  at  an  jr  tntk 
was,  I  thought)  aft  easy  pulhfeblise  fbt  that  eterttal  faa|]fiJi« 
ness  to  be  secured  by  perfonniftg  theih,  and  which  I  wai 
instructed  would  be  endangered  by  BVing  more  at  large 
in  the  wdrld. 

An  incident  of  a  peculiar  nature,  howeter,  induced  my 
mother  to  insist  with  my  father  that  I  should  be  rettioved 
from  the  convent  sooner  than  she  had  agreed  to ;  afte^ 
which  the  company  and  conversation  of  my  mother  gra^ 
dually  diminished  thy  prejudice  in  favour  of  the  <^on« 
vent,  and  I  lost  all  desire  to  be  a  nun.  But  ivhile  shi 
endeavoured  to  efface  every  trace  of  childish  superstitioii 
Aom  my  mind,  she  took  equal  pains  to  imprint  seilti* 
ments  of  rational  piety  in  their  stead.  She  described  su- 
perstitiott  to  me  as  a  weakness,  which  she  thought,  haw* 
ever,  had  not  so  pernicious  an  effect  oh  the  female  cha- 
racter as  infidelity ;  i^he  told  m^  thtit  the  most  profligate 
women  she  had  ever  known  were  thote  who  w^re,  oi*  all 
fected  to  be,  infidels.  Superstitioii,  therefore^  she  con- 
temned, but  Impiety  filled  her  with  horror. 

[I  again  interrupted  the  marchionesl^s  narrative,  say* 
ing,  *  that,  if  she  had  no  objection,  I  had  some  euriosity 
to  know  what  the  incident  was  which  determined  hei^ 
mother  to  remove  her  from  the  convent  sooner  than  shii 
had  before  agreed  to.'  But  thinking  that  she  hesitated 
a  little,  I  immediately  added,  <  that  if  it  wiis  of  a  secret 
nature,  or  if,  fOr  any  other  reason,  she  had  the  smallest 
acrufde  to  commuhicate  it,  I  begged  she  would  forgive 
mcj  and  proceed.' 

*  Secret  nature<**^no**^it  is  rather  of  a  ridiculous  na* 
ture,'  answered  the  marchioness;  <  but,  such  as  it  is, 
since  you  wish  to  know  it,  you  shall  be  indulged.^] 

You  can  hardly  form  a  notion,  my  dear  Miss  Clifibrd, 
(continued  the.  marchioness),  of  the  strange  incongruous 
i^eas  that  may  be  united  in  the  brain  of  young  pei^ns 
by  certain  impressions,  and  by  the  ambiguity  of  words^ 
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In  the  coDTent  in  which  I  was,  a  young  relation  of  mine 
was  also  a  boarder— about  fifteen  years  of  age,  of  a  lively 
imagination,  and  considered  as  a  little  saint,  on  account 
•of  the  animation  of  her  gestures  in  performing  the  usual 
peremonies  of  devotion,  and  the  fervour  of  her  expres- 
sions, when  she  spoke  on  religious  subjects. 

Sermons  were  occasionally  preached  in  the  chapel  ad-> 
joining  to  the  convent.  A  tall,  handsome  ecclesiastic^  of 
a  majestic  appearance,  preached  an  eloquent  sermon  on 
the  love  we  owe  to  God.  This  sermon,  and  the  preach- 
er, seemed  to  make  a  deep  impression  on  the  young  lady  ; 
^he  was  more  thoughtful  than  usual,  and  sometimes  seem- 
ed quite  lost  in  meditation.  She  told  me  one  day,  that 
though  she  had  always  loved  God,  she  was  now  senuUe 
that  she  never  had,  in  the  degreq^  that  she  ought,  until 
she  heard  the  comely  ecclesiastic^s  sermon.  She  owned 
that  her  former  love  approached  to  coldness,  when  com* 
pared  with  what  she  now  felt ;  that  formerly  she  seldom 
had  thought  of  him,  except  when  she  was  at  her  prayers^ 
and  sometimes  not  even  then ;  but  pow  he  entirely  occu* 
pied  her  thoughts  by  day  and  night. 

This  young  lady^s  mother  had  been  for  a  considerable 
time  in  a  distant  province  of  France.  The  daughter  had 
fdways  mentioned  her  to  me  in  the  most  affectionate 
terms,  regretting  the  causes  which  kept  her  so  long  ab-» 
sent,  and  looking  forward  to  her  return  as  a  source  of 
happiness, 

My  mother  called  one  day  at  the  convent,  and  inform* 
ed  the  young  lady,  that  her  mother,  finding  that  she 
would  be  detained  still  a  considerable  time  in  the  coun*^ 
try,  and  being  impatient  to  see  her,  was  to  send  a  person 
to  Paris,  to  accompany  the  young  lady  to  the  province :— » 
that  she  might  therefore  prepare  for  her  departure  within 
H  few  (Jays, 

So  far  from  manifesting  any  appearance  of  joy,  as  my 
i|K)ther  expected,  the  young  lady  se^me4  rather  afBlicted 
at  the  news^ 

^  What !  are  you  not  happy  at  the  thoughts  of  rfturn^ 
jjpg  s(f  soon  to  Languedoc  ?^  sai^  my  mother. 
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f  No,'  repUed  -she;  ^1  would  ralher  remaia  where  | 

'  <  Are  jou  not  impatient  to  se^  your  mother  ?— )[  thought 
you  had  been  exceedingly  fond  of  your  mpther.' 

<  So  I  am  very  fond  of  her, — ejxeediogly  £pnd  of  her« 
that  is  certain :  bat  do  not  iiqagiqe  that  I  love  her  as  \ 
love  God,  for  I  do  love  him.    Grampus  Heaven  P    crie4  . 
she,  db^piQg  her  hands  and  turning  up  her  eye^^  <  how  t 
dolov^himr 

My  mother,  oi;i  farther  inquiry,  having  discovered  the 
date  and  occasion,  of  this  violent  passion,  thought  proper 
to  Remove  me  from  the  convent  that  very  evening,  and  to 
f^od  the  y9uqg  ladj  tp  her  parents,  at  Languedoc,  a  few 
day^  after* 

Though  my  mother  was  solicitous  to  lo^er  that  q)ecies. 
of  exultation  on  certain  subjects,  which  my  fancy  had  ac- 
quired in  the  nunnery,  yet  she  ^as  sensible  that  every  at- 
tempt of  that  sort  was  to  be  managed  with  delicacy ;  foe:, 
as  she  afterwards  informed  me,  she  had  beard  a  girl  of 
twelve  years  of  age,  who  after  the  death  of  her  parenta 
had  been  boarded  in  a  convent,  tell  her  guardis^n,  a  man 
of  piety  and  literature,  on  his  explaining  some  religious  arti- 
cle differently  from  the  sense  in  which  she  understood  it, 
*  that  in  all  points  which  concerned  her  salvation  shci 
would  adhere  to  her  own  opinion ;  in  other  Qiatters,  iji 
less  importance,  sh^  woul4  endeavpur  tq  show  diie  defer^ 
ence  to  his.' 

If  my  mother  had  abruptly  opposed  certain  notions 
which  I  carried  with  me  from  the  coAventt,  and  have  since 
renounced,  I  am  by  no  means  certain  that  I  should  not 
have  piade  some  such  answer  ajs  that  of  this  self-sufficieni 
girl ;  anpl  if  my  opinion  had  been  viplently  attacked,  mj 
prfjjudice  in  its  flavour  would  probably  have  increased  by 
mere  dint  of  defending  it 

[Hayipg  again  apologized  to  the  marchioness  for  my 
interruption,  and  thanked  her  for  her  cqmplaisanoe,  she 
{proceeded  in  her  narrative.] 

The  style  in  which  my  mother  lived,  after  the  death  p£ 
{py  ffither,  mi^t  ^ve  been  qdle(l  retirei^,  when  ^inpi&r<« 
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td  inih  what  it  had  be^n  Wcor^:  yet  &h^  fttiU  cuHiiratedi 
a  lelect  circle  of  acquaintance.  As  she  was  passionately 
fond  of  knu^ic,  she  Went  febmetitilies  to  the  op6M,  atid  at- 
tended private  concepts  still  ofbtxer  i  the  Itlso  dirried  me 
#it}i  her,  on  a  feilr  occasions,  to  WhKt  is  properly  called 
the  Theatre  Pranfaise.  During  Ay  fkth'et^s  lifetime  sh^ 
att^iided  the  eourt  assiduously  i  after  hii^  death  she  very 
ieldcnfn  went^  unless  oh  public  dccasions;  though  she  coti« 
tinned  to  see  the  princess  Elizabeth  as  often  as  that  Tir- 
Indus  princess,  who  had  a  great  esteem  for  my  mother, 
lAgnified  a  desire  that  she  should  go  to  Versailleii. 

^s  I  was  Ah  ttij  child,  and  helresl  to  my  mother^s  for- 
tune, it  will  not  surprise  jou  that  I  had  lovers.  Several 
gentlemen  asked  her  permission  to  pay  me  their  addresses  ^ 
tione  of  them  interested  me ;  and  she  put  ati  end  to  their 
suits,  oH^  after  another,  without  etpres^ihg  either  appro- 
bation at  disapprobation  of  my  indifferenee.  dhe  wished 
10  obi^erve  how  I  was  myself  inclined,  withbut  interfering 
before  it  was  necessary.  At  last,  a  iiian  of  higher  name, 
and  more  illustriously  connecited  thim  any  who  had  ad« 
dressed  me  hitherto,  declared  his  p&ssioii  for  me :  h^  was 
handsome,  g&titeel  in  his  person^  and  related  tb  a  young 
kdy  for  whom  I  had  dohceived  a  friendship.  Though  I 
heard  his  dedaration  with  inore  satisfaction  than  1  had 
Hifttetied  to  atiy  larigufige  of  the  same  kittd  before,  yet  I 
seemed  to  treat  it  as  a  common<^place  tompliment;  $,nd 
when  he  was  about  to  enforce  it  with  new  protestations^ 
h#  was  ihterru{)ted  by  some  company  that  joined  us. 

I  do  not  know  why  I  did  not  inform  my  mother  of 
this ;  perhaps  I  thought  it  more  becoming  that  he  should 
ipeak  to  her  in  the  first  place ;  perhaps  I  was  a  little  a^ 
fraid  she  might  not  appove :  the  truth  is,  I  did  Hot  men* 
tion  it  when  I  had  an  opportunity ;  and  the  omission  did 
not  proceed  from  forgetfulness* 

When  he  repeated  his  former  declaration  to  me,  I  An* 
iwered,  <  that  I  never  listened  to  language  of  that  na^ 
ture  from  any  man  without  the  approbation  of  my  mo- 
Iher.^ 
'  He  60011  found  ai^  opportunUy  of  expliuning  himsdf  tn 
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W*  @be  was  better  acqumiiM  vith  tbi«  p^rmi**  cha- 
racter than  I  was,  and  did  not  at  a]il  ^tpprove  of  Ipin  pno* 
|mi«aI.  She  su4  to  Hoar  hoif iB^i^r,  ^  that  much  would  de» 
pmd  o^  myse)f,  a^d  tM  she  would  talk  tp  me  oi|  tlw 
subject.* 

Having  eonstru^  whi^  I  \^  wA  U>  him  as  ap  ac- 
quiescence, he  to}d  my  in9(her  (hat  he  ha4  |4ready  pl^* 
tsined  aiy  foasept,  and  no^v^  only  needed  her'& 

At  this  my  niotbfer  ie;Kpre«^d  surprisis,  mul  ippeatedf 
that  she  would  speak  with  me. 

The  only  time  %  crv^r  ^aw  aaiy  thing  Ixlu^  reserve,  in  my  , 
dear  Brother's  jb^vipur  toiiri^rds  ;ne,  or  any  ^pr^iptsioii 
but  that  of  fondness  in  her  eyes,  when  directed  to  me^ 
was  when  I  first  met  her  after  her  interview  with  this 
plan,  who  I  shall  ^U  by  the  Q^me  of  Count ;  not  wishing 
to  distinguish  him  more  particularly,  out  of  regmr4  tP  bis 
family  • 

I  had  been  out  in  the  carriage  with  a  lady,  his  rela«» 
tioBy  when  h9  Ibad  ^id  q^  my  moth^n  We  returned 
together  to  dinner. 

Oth^r  Qowpany  caime  after  dinner;  so  that  she  had 
no  opportunity  pf  speaking  with  me  till  all  had  with? 
drawn. 

Th^  aJteiwtipn  H  my  mother's  mapn^  affected  |ne  so 
much,  that  th^  lady  said—*  What  can  be  the  matter  with 
ypu^  my  de^r ;  you  were  all  cheerfulness  while  we  were  a^ 
broad,  and  now  you  seem  quite  sorrowful  V  I  answered, 
m^^  I  was  not  V0ry  well  C  but  begged  she  would  take  no 
notice  of  it,  lest  it  should  make  my  mother  uneasy. 

As  sopji  as  th^  company  were  gone,  my  mother  with- 
drew to  her  pwn  apaitment.  I  followed :  my  bed-cham- 
ber was  adjoining  to  her^s.  She  dismissed  her  maid  ^a 
Well  as  mipe,  who  attended  to  undress  us,  saying,  she 
would  ring  wh?n  she  n^eed^d  th^m* 

Bursting  into  tears  as  soon  as  they  were  gone-*^-^  Ah  f 
my  dear  mother,  I  fear  you  are  displeased  with  me.^ 

*  Ind^edj  Adelaide^'  said  she,  *  I  am/ 

^  Though  convinced,  from  your  behaviour,  (hat  I  hava 
dpn^  soinethil>g  wrong,  yet  I  ap^  unconscious  what  it  is/ 
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<  Do  you  prefeiad  not  to  be  sensible/  restxttiiid  sBtf^ 

•  that  I  have  reason  to' be  offended  ?' 

■  *  I  priteHd  nothing/  rejplied  I ;'  *  I  believ6  t  must  feave 
ik;ted  improperly,  but  I  ion  not  sensible  in  What  f  pray 
inform  me,  that  I  may  undo  it  directly.' 

<  Can  you  perceive  no  impropriety  in  absenting  to  £hef 
dddres^s  of  tile  cotint,  without  cbnsulfing  Uae  ?'   - 

<  I  assented  to  nothing.     On  the  contrary,  I  told  him*,' 

•  Tha€  I  coutd  l&teti'  to  no  manV  addresses  without  your 
approbation.' 

«  Even  that  was  a  kind  of  impliditibl^/  ^aid  she, «  t^at 
you  would  be  pleased  with  his*  addresses  if  1  should  ap- 
prove.' 

<  Was  if  not  also  an  i^mplication,  my  dearest  madam, 
that  I  should  never  more  listen  to  them  if  you  should  nai 
approve  ?' 

*  He  might  not  see  that  so  clearly,*  she  replied, 

*  He  shall  find  it,  however,'  said  h 

*  The  coant  told  me  that  hfe  had  detained  your  consent,^ 
continued  my  mother. 

'  In  that  Ke  told  a  falsehood,'  sai'd  I ;  <  for  my  answer 
ti^ls  i^hat  I  have  already  mentioned,  and  nothimg  else:' 

*  You  must  be  sensible,'  resumed  my  mother,  *  that 
your  happiness,  my  dear,  is  the  object  nearest  my  heArt.' 

*"  I  am  fuHy  persuaded  of  it,'  t  answered.- 
^  Do  you  really  wish,  then,  that  I  idioUld  consent  to 
your  being  the  wife  of  thiu  man  ?^ 

•  *  I  shall  never  wish  thAt  you  should  consent  to  what 
you  do  not  apptove.' 

'  ^  The  birth  of  the  count,  lAs  splendid  connexions,  his 
external  appearance,  perhaps,  may  have  influenced  you  it 
Httle  in  his  favour/ 

«  If  ever  those  citcumistances  had  any  influence^  with 
me  in  his  favour,  they  now  weigh  against  him.* 

^  How  so  ?' 

*  Because,'  replied  I,  *  as  it  is  evident  you  do  not  ap* 
prove  of  him,  I  am  convinced  that  you  have  some  objection 
whiclf  outweighs  all  those  advantages.* 

*  Indeed,  my  dear,  I  ha/ve/  said  she  with  fervour ,  *  and 
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llfy  objet^on  iHj  tbat  I  have  the  strongest  rcsdson  for  |}iink<^ 
ing  that  he -has  a  wicked  heart.  Heaven  forbid,  thai  all 
the  rank,  that  all  th6  riches,  or  any  thing  else  whidi  this 
world  can  bestow,  should  ever  prevml  on  me  to  ally  mj^ 
child  With  vice  r 

She  afterwards  told  me,  that  she  was  informed  of  thcs 
teal  character  of  the  count,  partly  from  those  who  had 
known  him  from  his  childhood,  and  paftly  from  certittn 
adventures  of  his,  which  she  had  accidentally  come  to  the 
knowledge  of,  though  unknown  to  the  pttblic,  afid  of  which 
he  himself  was  ignorant  that  she  was  acquainted.  Sh^ 
assured  me  that  he  was  devoid  of  principle,  haughty, 
overbearing,  and  addicted  to  mean  company,  fh>m  a  lovd 
of  that  adulation  which  such  only  can  bestow. 

Of  the  haCightiness  of  the  count  I  had  a  pretty  strong . 
proof  the  following  day,  when  he  called  and  found  me 
alone. 

I  signified  to  him,  in  the  most  polite  terms  I  could,  that 
I  declined  the  proposal  he  bad  done  me  the  honour  to 
make. 

<  What  r  fMoA  he,^  *  your  mother  disapproves  of  me^ 
then?* 

<  I  have  not  mentioned  my  modiet,  sir,*  stad  I  $  <  bitt 
I  have  informed  yoii  of  ray  own  sentiments.* 

^  I  plainly  perceive,*  said  he,  frowning,  <  that  this 
comes  from  your  mother.' 

'  <  Yet,*  replied  I,  ^  piqued  at  his  insolent  manner,  <  I 
cannot  see  any  thing  wonderful  or  unnatural  rn  supposing 
k  to  come  entirely  from  myself.* 

My  mother  entered  the  room  at  this  moment-**^ 

<  I  understood,*  said  he  <  madam,  that  the  proposed  I 
made  to  you  woukl  depend  on  your  ^ughter*8  own  deci« 
sion.* 

<  I  am  happy  to  find,*  said  she,  *  that  %y  daughter 
and  I  think  in  the  same  way.* 

.  «  Yotf  will  permit  me^  madam,*  said  he,  ^  to  have 
some  small  doubt  on  that  head.* 

«  Pray,  sir,  on  what  is  your  doubt  founded  ?* 

*  On  this  madam;  that  H  is  more  probable  that  J 
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nifj  f Qt  flit  l)ae  faoc^  of  ai;i  fi^  wpfiw  ihfft  of  4  yw^g 
fine.* 

vUh  «Di  fiir  of  iM^rogwc^. 

This  behaviour  bears  more  resemblance  to  thef^i^iierf 
of  ^  rnilest  people  of  Eur^f^^  th^n' t;^  vb«t  n^gfat  ^  ex- 
peeled  from  «  m^n  of  rank,  in  4  pountry  distinguished  fqi 
poUt^e^Sy  biefore  all  traces  of  politen^s/iiy  as  well  as  of  bu? 
inanity,  were  banished  from  the  nation*  I  have  heard  i( 
IKBOMMrk^y  however,  by  sqqi^  who  have  had  opportunitief 
of  comparing  the  characters  of  th^  varipus  natiqpis  of  Eu? 
rope,  that  though  Frenchmen  were  mp|*e  ppUle  th^  their 
neighbours  by  art,  yet  they  were  le^  so  by  nature,  owijig 
to  an  impetuosity  of  temperament,  which,  00  the  s^j^ow 
of  prpvopfl^tion,  makes  them  forget  restraints  of  every  kipd, 
and  bwries  in^  imprudences  and  difficulties,  frpii^  wb;cl^ 
even  submission  and  adulation  cannot  extricate  them. 
7he  ebunt  furnished  an  exampls  of  this.  A  few  days  af- 
ti^  bis  insolence  to  my  moth^^r*  he  wrote  her  a  penitential 
letter,  acknowledging  the  impertinence  of  his  behaviour^ 
))f^ng  her  pardon  in  liffi  humble^st  manner,  and  ex. 
pressing  his  hopes  that  she  would  allow  him  to  renew  hia 
fddres^eS)  and  to  endeavour  to  efface  the  bad  impression 
which  his  foolish  and  insoliait  conduct  must  have  made  on 

He  also  prevailed  on  some  of  bis  relations  to  plead  his 
^tts^  with  my  mother ;  and  though  be  had  every  r^a8on 
to  believe  thai,  after  what  had  passed,  all  woMld  be  with-* 
out  success,  yet,  when  he  found  that  we  persievered  in  ^e 
sentiments  already  expressed,  he  stormed  and  raged  as  if 
1^  had  been  a  fresh  injury. 

.  Soon  after  jtjbds,  monsieur  le  marquis  de  M— -  was  in«- 
troduced  into  the  society  my  mother  most  frequented.  I 
bid  many  opportunities  of  meeting  and  conversing  with 
him.  He  was  endowed  with  every  thing  wlijich  could  ren« 
der  him  attraetive  to  woman,  i^xoept  fortune :  that  was 
precisely  what  I  laid  the  lei^t  stress  upon.  It  is  not  sur- 
prising, thereforei^  that  he  made  a  strong  impression  on 
my  heart ;  and  it  was  with  the  utmost  aatiofoc^on  that  I 
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ptraeiTed^  itt  gj^ite  «f  liie<paii»i  he  took  to  ooacseal  it,  that 
I  had  madetiie  same  on  bk».  On  fais  part,  however,  he  had 
BO  sospieiDn  af  lay  partiafity  for  hUa.  As  I  ani  eertaia^  that 
in  other  malleiift  monsieur  de  M  ■  has  more  penetration 
than  I  eluih  boast,  I  eonchide  that,  in  this  particular  bosx^ 
ness  c^love,  women  are  generally  quicker-sighted  than  men* 
What  eobfthflis  me  in  thia  opnion  is,  that  my  motftev  dis^ 
entered  not  only  his  passion  for  mei  but  also  tty  partialis 
tjr  for  Iftim,  kmg  before  he  had  any  idea  of  it  himself,  h 
consequence  of  this  observation,  without  relying  on  the  faj 
vonrable  notiear  riie  had  of  him,  riie  made  minute  inquiry, 
from  <&ose  who  had  been  acquainted  with  him  from  hisjin- 
fcacy,  ooneerning  his  dispo(B&tipa,  temper,  particular  ha« 
bits,  and  propensities ;  and,  having  i^ceived  satisfoetory  ia-< 
formation  on  those  points,  she  suddenly  said  to  me,  onef 
forenoon,  ^en  I  wae  in  a  kind  of  reverie,— -<  Pray,  Ade- 
laide, what  de  you  think  of  moQsteur  de  M         ?* 

As  monsieur  de  M  was  the  ^ery  man  1  was  thi^k- 

ing  ef,  Ae  abniptnesaef  thie  question  made  me  start,  and 
afterwards  Uush,  as  if  I  bad  been  detected  in  a  crime ;  for 
I  knew  that  he  was  a  younger  brother,  and  had*  little  or 
no  fortune  ^  and  I  was  by  no  means  convinced  that  my 
modi^  would  put  as  little  stress  on  ^tbat  arti<^e  as  I  did. 
Indeed  I  had  been  so  much  acetistomed  to  -bear'  myself 
spoken  of  iis  an  heiress,  agd  eivfitled  "to  marry  a  man  of 
fortune  as  well  as  birth,  that  I  hud  my  account  with  being 
universally  jcensured,  if  I  ever  riiodd  dispose  of  my  hand' 
otfierwise. 

Seeing  my  sm^ise  and  confusion  at  the  question,  my 
mdtber  resumed,-—^  I  should  not  have  thought  that  you^ 
would  have  been  at  any  loss  to  have'  answered  my  ques- 
tion, because  every  body  thinks  favourably  of  monsieur  4e 
M'  ■,  and  none  more  so  than  myself.  I  should  be  sur- 
prised, indeed,  my  dear,^  to  find  you  of  a  different  opi- 
nipn.' 

In  the  confusion  into  wfaieh  my  motfier^'s  question  had 
thrown  me,  I  did  not  perceive  the  playful  humour  she  was 
in ;  and  I  was  simple  enough  to  begin  to  assure  her,  with 
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eanieslness,  that  I  had  na  reumm  to  tlunk  noi^  UnfaVouf' 
aUyof  the  geBtleman  thaa  she  apd  the  rest  of  tbe;world  did/ 

^  Well,  my  dear,^  said  my  mother,  smiUpg,  <  I  am  glad 
lo  fiod  that  you  are  not  singular  in  this  instance :  but  have 
yott  any  reason  to  believe  that  be  thinks  very  Cavoiorably 
of  you?' 

Though  I  had  not  the  least  doubt  on  the  subject,  this 
question  embarrassed  me  almost  as  much.  as.  the  former* 
I  unswered,  after  hesitation,  *  that  he  neter  had.made  any 
declaration  of  that  nature  to  me^* 

<  That  is  not  exactly  an  answer  to  my  quesdoa,^  rejoin-^ 
ed  my  mother  ;  <  however,  I  shall  take  it  for  granted  that 
you  have  observed,  as  dearly  as  I  have  done,  that  although 
he  has  m^de  no'  declaration  in  words,  yet  he  enterlMus  the 
sentiments  of  esteem  and  love  for  you«^ 

I  did  not  know  what  to  make  of  my  mother^s  discourse  t 
my  heart  fluttered,  and  my  mind  was  bewildered  between 
hope  and  fear. 

<  But  you  know,^  resumed  she,  <  that  monsieur  de 
M«—  is  a  younger  brother,  that  he  has  no  foctunev* 

This  observation  came  like  a  piece  of  ice  to  mj  breast.. 
I  was  silent. 

<  Do  not  you-  know,  my  dear,  that  monsieur  de  M 
has  no  fortune  ?^  repeated  riie« 

*  But  you  seem  to  think,'  readied  I,  assuming  courage, 
*  that  he  has  every  other  good  quality.^ 

<  They  would  not  be  sufficient  to  screen  you  from  a 
thousand  mortifications  and  distresses;  unless,^  added  my 
mother,  seeing  me  turn  pale,  <  unless  you  bad  that  neces- 
sary article,  in  which  alone  he  is  deficient ;  but,  as  you 
are  sufiicienty  provided  in  that,  if  you  have  as  high  an 
opinion  (^  him  as  I  have,  you  t^all  have  my  consent  to 
listen  to  his  addresses,  and  to  give  him  the  answer  you9 
heart  dictates^^ 

I  threw  myself  into  my  mother^s  arms  with  all  the  rap- 
ture of  filial  fondness  and  gratitude. 

[Here  I  could  not  help  interrupting  the  marchion^sa 
with  the  exclamatioi>— <  What  a  delightful  woman  haa 
your  mother  been  V 
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*  Ah !  BCiss  Cltffordy  ahp  wa3  an  angd,^  cried  gli0—>f  My 
guardian  angel»  assuredly. — ^But,  heavenly  powers !  where 
was  her^Sy  when  O  let  me  not  think  on  that  dreadful 
scene  !^ 

The  marchioness  continued  shedding  tears,  and  unable 
to  proceed  for  a  considerable  time.  1  did  not  interrupt 
her.  She  at  length  dried  her  eyes,  saying,  <  Why  do  I 
lament  the  fate  of  one  in  heaven  ?'  And,  after  another 
pause,  during  which  she  seemed  lost  in  reflection,  she  ex« 
claimed,  '  O  what  misery  has  my  poor  country  endured  1 
France  is  a  real  purgatory.  What  many  of  the  inhabit- 
ants have  suffered  in  this  world  will  be  considered,  I  hope, 
as  expiatory  in  the  next."*  Then,  fixing  me,  she  added-^ 
*  But  the  English  do  not  believe  in  purgatory  ?^ 

<  Some  of  them  do,'  I  answered,  *  others  do  not.' 

<  Why  do  they  not  all  believe  it  V  resumed  she.  <  I 
am  surprised,  my  dear  Miss  Clifford,  that  ymi  do  not— 
What  reason  hare  you  for  doubting  it?^ 

<  Nay,  my  dear  madam,^  replied  I :  <  it  rather  falls  on 
you  to  declare  what  reason  you  have  for  believing  it.*  . 

<  What  reason ! — ^what  reason  !  You  cannot  imagine,* 
resumed  she,  '  that  I  am  deep  read  in  controversy ;  but 
I  think  it  a  sufficient  reason  for  my  believing  the  doctrine 
of  purgatory,  that  the  vast  majority  of  the  most  serious 
and  respectable  people  whom  I  have  known  since  my  in* 
fancy,  and  with  whom  I  have  conversed  in  the  course  of 
my  life,  believe  it.* 

<  Is  that  a  good  reason  ?*  said  I. 

<  Upon  my  word  I  think  so,  for  an  ignorant  person  like 
me,*  replied  she. 

^  Why  then  are  you  surprised  that  I  do  not  believe  the 
doctrine  of  purgatory,  my  dear  marchioness  V 
'  How  do  you  mean  ?    I  do  not  understand  you,'  said  she. 

*  I  declare,*  resumed  I,  <  that  I  am  not  more  deeply 
read  in  controversy  than  you ;  but  that  the  vast  majority 
of  the  most  serious  and  respectable  people  whom  I  have 
known  since  my  infancy,  and  with  whom  I  have  convers* 
ed,  do  hot  believe  the  doctrine  of  purgatory.* 
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yoii  KaVe  brought  the  foiibdatiota  of  our  faiths  to  tA  l6Vttl ; 
hlxi  yoii  forget  ife'at  biir  church,  U^rhiab  asserts  (he  abclffn* 
ii>  question,  is  bjr  far, the  most  ancient.' 
';  ^  **orgive  mfe,  li^to  not  forget  that,'  sftld  1  i  ^  Ijuk  I  aU 
«o  remember  to  bave  heard  certSiri  memfeets  of  bur  ichUrcli 
6bserve,  lliat  to  assert  is  one  thing,  arid  to  prove  ii  driothfeh* 

*<  15f6es  your  cliUrch^  rejoined  the  mM-chioriess,  *  lisdert 
poChihg  but  what  i^  proves  ?' 

'  -t  was  reJiered  trom  insweriiig  this  question  by  tlie  maid 
eiiieifing  with  tea :  and,  after  she  withdrew,  the  mafchibn- 
fes^  instead  of  Irifpeatihg  it,  bbse'rved,  "^  that  we  had  beeii 
fed,  she  did  not  kftow  Kdw,  into,  a  Very  singulai:  discussion 
for  two  women. 

.  «  We  have  at  least  discovered,'  resumed  I,  *  the  origin 
of  most  peopTe^s  religious  Wiei^  as  well  as  our  own  i  that, 
however  different  or  opjposi'te  they  may  be,  they  proceed 
from  the  same  cause,  atia  therefore  ought  not  to  be  a  source 
of  hatred  or  persecution.* 

,  The  marchioness  agreed  very  readily  to  the  inference ; 
but  insisted,  that  *  though  the  foundation  was  generally 
laid  in  the  same  manner,  yet  the  ground  on  which  some 
religions  stood,  and  the  materials  of  which  they  were  com- 
posed, might  be  more  solid  and  more  genuine  than  those 
of  others  i  and  that  which  had  stood  Uie  longest,  in  spite 
of  a  thousand  storms  and  tempests^  was,  in  her  opinion, 
the  most  secure.' 

To  this  I  made  no  answer ;  but  I  begged  the  marchion- 
ess to  resuVne  her  narrative,  which  she  did  in  the  follow- 
ing terms.} 

Soon  after  the  scene  between  my  mother  and  me,  which 
I  have  already  described,  monsieur  de  M  paid  his  ad- 

dresses, and  the  ceremony  of  our  marriage  followed  at  no 
great  distance  of  time. 

The  happiness  which  we  enjoyed,  duriiqf  the  short  pe- 
riod  in  which  we  lived  together,  I  imagine,  has  been  sel« 
dom  equalled,  and  never  surpassed,  in  this  world.  One 
source  of  enjoyment  to  us  both  was  to  be  witnesses  to^e 
satisfaction  of  my  mother,  who,  delighted  with  the  inan- 
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mare  attention  to  the  cbjiM;^o^r  i^f>n  t|i^  fpi'tun^  ^f  7^^ 
bufb^fil^— <  J^  I  ]W5^  -A^elaidie/  YQpW  ^^  f^ffl?^P?#y» 
^  ipoQif^mp^^ng  fl^e  ippAHa)  i^st^m  aa4  #?ptjpp  tb^ff  ^^ 

^|M4ptUy  q{  ^dpUtipj^  liirpaU^i  be  to  ygu  for  |)f|y|Rg  U^ifijB^ 
the  fyip^y  yi9w  npw  ^1^97  ^  / 

Tbe  i^ppjr  ppripd  X  fp^  gfytt^lp^o^^t^ly  pfr^yioijf 
to  t))e  iwplj^tiop.  ]M[oiif»if)ur  de  Mrrr-i^  *  >»W  flf  W 
j^fiKpleQije,  ^  loyejT  of  j^atiife,  ^d  o^  wbp  i^U  ^  ftJcoftyp 
ie^n^l;  ^jr jodigivilipu  ^  pyf ^  ^  of  pppfj^s^ipp.  ^ 
ff^  fen&^h<^  per^i)  a]biV9ej^  ia  gpyernf^ej^t|  a^d  ofte^ 
D^pp^^  the  aufer^ng^  p^  tjje  pppf^  pprticMtojrJj  tJM? 
|iefw^|l|pr|r»  lyjpp  ii;ei:9  mqjFp  ^expQijf^d  ^^(19  others  to  oppresr 
sion,  a^  w)i<|s^j9Qfpj^«^l  :i¥hpp  ^ey  t^te  J^,  depe^id^ 
'Vjx  h}B  ppwop,.  v^j0  fli^  ;tlfe  g?p/arqfi|y  pf  ,the^  Iff^^  ^Jian 
on  tfie.protQBtion  ,of  t^  ]^?f««; ,  Notwithstanding  tjtte  r^ 
p  ^<^<4i.hje  ,w#?  h9F?>*»4  tM  Iji* e;f|ilBc;^tion9  in  Jjlfe^h^a)^ 
be^nfbuH^de^^niCp^itHfayour^  Jli;?  saw  tjie  h^i^i^ga^p^fii^ 
ne^^di^  Tfith  ^t^^i^n,  f r9fp  thp  hopep  l^aj  ^f^^  ,rft- 
^WftUo^  .y^V*  J?e  ^ppjpd  ^f  wu^  ^^KWrl^  t?pd  -^  •*? 
lyi^  ^  t^ >iCBpw%  ,^  tjhi?  ]fiappincps  (^  Jti^e  p^e. 
i{e  8900^  bqvrejver^b^gfn  to  jbiea^uioptfui  ajt  t^  yioJjeijiQf  fof 
««BQD(ie  ^  ^e.flf^^ttija^  l«l4^^  .«^d  W3  ,«syery  ^yffl«^ 
shocked  at  th«r  procec^if^  In  ,tl}q  pi:(Jgr?ap  i^  jeT/^q^» 
014^  of  b?|i  fins^ds,  ^^  soi);»e.of  hi$  i;^^i|9QiS|,  emigralpd : 

jimed,  % t^  ;pot  y^mr^S  ^^^  pf  i*V»  ^?PW^yW¥f  .?Ffe^ 
^1^  .fVlf^l^y  /Bit  ppl#it^  wo^  l]|5;PWtr#e^>t9  dij|. 

*?F'^y.f?F.*iw*ty,*  •.  - 

He  spoke  to  me  on  the  ^^1;j^  S^F  fflR  P»^^  I  Jw^ 
f^Wf^c?,  A^»l*fl^?«?  f^;«bf.ti)wt«:ii|ar  Awe,WflJ«i*an 
iVWf  r^^WA.rfP':*?/;'^^  «F9n  >tj^P;   .F^fiRjr 

^Wfr;J«9l\»e..:Jt<gfiy^g;ftJi«pp^,^g,^^^  i^f^^Wd^ 
ibat  he  was  a  better  judge  th^jj,..  JWIie»*ei^|HPgl|l 
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his  opinioD,  I  chiitiged  mitie^  for  the  s&nke  reiklbti  1  had 
before  adopted  it.  Subsequent  events  have  welt  confirm* 
ed  toe  in  my  new  way  of  thinking. 
'  Seieing  the  king  and  ^e  royal  ikmily  abandoned  by  the 
greater  part  of  the  nobility,  who  had  fled  from  Vrmae,  and 
wining  to  believe  that  something  might  be  stiU  d6ne,  with« 
in  the  kingdom,  in  support  of  the  monarchy,  my  husband 
was  unwilling  to  emigrate.  He  received  many  reproacb- 
itig  letters  from  his  relations  on  that  account.  Asif  the 
loss  of  rank  and  fortune,  with  tbe  necessity  of'  iseeldng 
refuge  ^nd  prbte(ition  from  strangers,  was  dot  calamity 
enbugh  to  the  etnigrants  from  my  unhappy  country,' they 
augment  the  bitterness  of  their  own  condition  by  reciprocal 
animosities.  The  declared  enemies  of  the  emigrants  have 
not  treated  the  whole^  class  with  less  candour  than  the 
different  descriptions  of  them  have  done  each  other. 

Unable  any  longer  to  resist  the  solicitation^  of  some  of 
his  friends,  my  husband  determined  to  withdriiw  from 
France,  and  join  the  artny  under  the  command  bf  the 
prince  of  Cottde.  I  had  observed  faim  for  some  days-  un- 
commonly thoughtful ;  but  as  T  knew  that  He  concealed 
nothing  irom  me  that  he  did  not  thihk^mptopcr  to' be 
communicated,  though  I  was  eictremely  uneasy  on  account 
of  his  present  reserve,  1  abstained  frdm- all  inquiries,  and 
betrayed  no  symptom  of  curidisity  to  know'  whaft  he  seem- • 
ed  inclined  to  keep  me  ignoraht  of.  -    '• 

fie  at  last  said  to  me  one  day^  after  a  ptetty  long  siletode, 
'and  after  several  sighs  which  he  endeavoured  in  vaii^'t6 
'suppress,-*-*  When  you  married  a  soldier,  my  dear  Ad^i 
Imde,  you  no  doubt  laid  Jour  account 'wltbtMiilisidnal  se- 
paration, when  the  voice  of  honour,  or  the  d6ti^s' of  liis 
'profession,  called  him  from  yoii.^ 
.    I  took  holdofhishahd,  but  wasunaU^  tbspeisik.    ' 

*  He  then  proceeded  to  acquaint  me'with^the  resolutioh 
he  hdd  formed ;  that  it  was'  Itt  cbn'se^tience  6f  ihe'advice 
of  his  friehdsj  and^of  ver^  s6ridu^  refaction  bn46M^imptti, 
that  iti  fighting  ulider  thWbahn<n^  df  the'pahbi  of 'CMlB^ 

•  in  the  pvesent  cause,  he  tfoujht  HcP wias'lferVitig  'tld*  bnlV 
hiskhigjbuthiscounttjp.' J    •-;  i..;.  ...J.'  i:  c.  ./  m:   s^jI 
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'  I  uritt  not,  'iitlempt  to  describe  ivhrt  paMed  fn»ii  th^t 
lime  until  his  depazttupe:  I  must  only  inform  you  that 
my  mother. was  in  ill  health  at  that  period;  so  that  it 
would  have  bfoen  cruel  in  me  to  haye  separated  myself 
fiom^her  bad  it  been  my  incUnatioD. 
'  It.  18  also  neoMsary  that  I  should  inform  you  that  the 
omint  was  a  relation  of  the  Archbishop  of  Sens ;  that,'  dup* 
ing  theag^tatioas  in  f  mnoe»  for  some  time  before  the  re- 
volution actualjy  ibegan»  and  particularly  while  the  arch- 
Inshop  was  prime  minifiter,.  the  count  was  one  of  the  mos  t 
foriou^  against  any  kind  of  concession  on  the  part  of  ^o» 
veromenty  or  tbife. least  redress  of  any  of  the  grievances 
oompl&ined  of ; .  at  that  time  he  expected  power  and  emi* 
iient  situations,  from  a  confirmation  of  tbe  old  system^ 
with  all  its  abuses.  He  declared  that  notching  ought  to 
be  granted  to  the  canailk ;.  and  he  considered  nine-tenths 
of  the  nation  as  catiaiUu 

After  the  archbishop  was  obliged  to  quit  the  helmi  the 
oouQt.b^gan  to  change  his  language.  This  alteration  was 
more  and  moms  jp&Bo^tksiAe  in  the  progress  of  tbe  revolu'- 
tion,  until  at  last  the  change  was  so  complete,  that  those 
whom  he  had  formerly  .s%matiz^  ^amfwUk,  he  now  dis- 
tinguished, .by  :.the  title  ot^peufle  MOHveraiiL  He  altered 
his  dress,  as  pell  as  bis  language,  and  assumed  in  both 
the  styl^  of  the  %an9'CuloU^84  became  a  declaimer  in  the 
Jaeobioe  society,  .and  cultivated  the  acquaintance  of  ope 
CoUot d'Herbo^,  whf,^iroiQ a. despicable  comedian,  now 
affected  thejtQne  of  a  disvitecested  patriot,  and  has  since 
sendere^  his  obs^une  i^^me^  infamous  by  crimes  of  the 
deepest  djjd.  2y  this  fellow  th^  count  was  introduced  to 
;the  good.grac^  of  Bobeqpierre,         . 

Tbouglli  .f  very  kind  of  profligacy  might  be  expected  in 
a.charad^er  .suob  as  I  have  represented  the  count's,  yet 
you,  my  d^air  li^iss  CjyyGford^w^^  a  country  where, 

as. J  have  Ij^ee^i  told|,nothi))g  of  the  §ame  nature  ever  takes 
plaGCji  niustr.^^e  sur{ffise|^  ixi  such  barefaced  apo^tacy  jn 
p^litic^  ;,l?()p^gh,.an; essential  change  of  circumstances 
certainly  wil).  J  ossify  ^a^^Jj^fr^t^Qn  of  conduct^  yet^  in  bis 
.vfriat^^;>;  if,  9.  i^jin  4«^JA.^^^^    ^  ^^^  V^^y  ^^  pw^j^ 
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iib  fed  fi^otira  iHH  be  dnirfy  mini  ilfid,:iii:Boglaitid> 
MVLch  ft  man  wouU  be  deispiiedi  howevwr^oleyailed  Ibe  skoa-* 
tioii  ill  wfai<^  he  might  l»  phtieA*  It  wai  not  m  at'  Aii 
time  in  Fritnce  t  to  iuch  u,  height  Bid^hia^eteK  of  ^mk 
fligacy  attained,  that  no  inconAMmcyyt  this  natate  INM 
tb^u^t  disgraceful  (  and  mme  i£  the  tteaaett  of  mankind 
W€^  frabsed  and  appln^dsd^  whtb  in  powers  without  any 
y^gafd  to  the  ba$eta^^  by  ii^hiththey  attained  it. 

The  count  had  fotmiEiAy  maintained  th^t  the  ^wetr  lif 
the  crown  was  too  fcmall)  iiftd  ought  «o  be  enlarged ;  yet 
when  h^  8$w  it  attenuated  to  a  metie  shadow^  and  UMbie 
10  ^ppbrt  itis  own  dignity^  dr  teit«ttll|»  defe^cbr^;  h6 
joined  the  ^ruffinn  crew  who  wbhed  td  «anihda«e  it  aito^ 
gether.  I'he^e  is  no  doubt  of  his  havlpg  been  |»rivy  U 
«h6  arrangements  ip^de  for  the  attack  on  thife  TnUleries  till 
|he  10th  of  Aiurgust  ITQM ;  aa4  tlj^^re  n  gi«at  nsason  «a 
belieye  that^e  was  not  ignorant  of  whai  waa  intended  at 
the  beginning  of  S^^jember  foUowingy 

A  short  time  previous  to  th^t  exeemble  p^ried^  <i  buM« 
i^fd6B  of  impdrtuneiei  midered  it  iiec«iBi$la*y  fortnfy  moth^ 
to  go  to  ^a^e.  Her  es^tje  i^  M,  no  great  dtetanoe  fr&m 
l^at  town.  As  a  lady  ctf  he^  li^ain«i»«pe  «nd  *  her  etewv 
^rd  wete  to  iteedmpaliy  Wr,  and  ^  she  mtifnded  to  atliy 
toly  a  fpw  W0eks^  she  ^lositiyely  itisiMeA  ott  my  Tem«n«* 
^hg  with  an  i^ifroftte  friend  of  he^,  a  most  amiable  wow 
'^an,  the  countess  (rf*  B'^^^^^^ytrho  invited  me  Preside 
"With  'her  at  Autienl,  ^  vr^^'HelirPans^wntH  be^reifXfR. 

At  Havre  my  mother  fae^llhe  first  ^k^aH  "of  fMrtisAdi. 
i;ibns,  the  hoirpr  of  w^h  it  w^tiiVt 'in  the  pe^er  of  tns 
tnoor  to  exaggerate;  Shie  was  6(  uncoomi^on  eebslbO^, 
^nd  subject  to  nervous  comptariits ;  -die  was  seised  witfh 
Repeated  fits  of  a  convaM^  xMttite ;  ^en  wtieli  iflie  4iad 
Tecov^recl  from  these,  her  mind  contitiucfd  tmuMdly  <^ 
'iiated.  Heatitig  of  an  ^StigRsh  veissd'  d)oiH  t^  Wl,'  ^i^i^. 
0utacquamting^^  other  ^peeson,  attefid^d  %  her  i*md 
'^ly,  she  tpdk  her  l^a^sagf ;  Wf^fhe  wu^ess*^  g^'-'-'i 
^itew  nothing  pf  her  depfiMilVe  tBl'iAipf  received  a  lettelp 
flplH  the  maid,  date^  !Pdrtsmi:iutIr,  Hfyiaidtfier  'he^telf 
ifdsunWblf  tpiwrftf.'  ^h$'^!fiWfe1bir*5|df^ 
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a  jphyfiieiair  ibanu  Aa  Eogliflh  nobfefflta*  of  die  hlgb^t 
noik,  wfaaie  coontii^  residenee  is  at  nogreaC  distooce  firoai 
PortsdUMitii,  and  wha  liad  been  aoquaiiited  with  her  al 
TNaiBf  heacii^  of  the  ^oadkioa  she  was  iu^  came  to  that 
place;  ami  tianied  her  to  his  own  houses  where,  ali  jmmm^ 
Ue  oaie  rbeiiig  taken  of  her,  she  eniiMiy  recotexed*  la 
the  aieatitame  the  most  unjiist.  decrees  were  proposed  hk 
the  forioas  convention  slgatnsl  emigrants^  My  mothei^s 
fisiends,  partieiilarly  the  prinoess  of  ?—<-*-  and  the  ooiiniU 
ess  of  B  '  ,  wrote  pressing  letters  for  her  to  return  before 
a  certain  day,  elherwbe,  hy^  severe  decree  which  had 
new  fnssed*  her  estate  wouki  be  ferfeited.. — She  resolved 
to  setarn  iacoordin^y ;  but  hekag  i^ia  taken  iU  at  Portsi- 
aMUth,  she  was  oonfined  to  her  bed  a  considnrable  titm^ 
and  the  day.  fisped  kx  the  return  of  (he  eaiigmtits  diapaei 
before  she  amved  in  France. 

When  it  was  first  proposed  in.  the  convention'  4hat  my 
aaetfaer'^  naase  abonldte  eiasedfrom  tfaeliiittzf  emigrant^ 
a  iriolent  outcry  was  rabed  agaiast  h  by .  that  party  ealkd 
the  Moantain:  no  expiaaaiioii  was  Jtstenad  to;  it  was 
Mjaahalgd  as  an  ai^eaipt  of  shamed  partiality  to  a  per> 
asa  ef  qoafity,  whach  none  hot  anstccbdbs  andsoyslists 
Maid  make.  .  ' 

Fains,  however,  wen  taken  ^vately  to-^xplsrhr  the 
raauanrtsncesjof  the  case  ta  certain*  kadtng  wen  of  .the 
Ciironde  party  ;  one  of  whom  reneweQ|ghe|)iiopQsal,  when 
4im  convpaaiDn  were  in  m  less  maiignafn  banuxir.  He  be- 
l^a  hf  saying,  itbat  ^  he  widied  to^Doake  a  motion,  wUeh^ 
if  it  was^nat  carried,  would  materiiAy  in^ne  aumy  wertUy 
patriiits  4Uid  i^hstuous  *ansHBfdott$^  who  were  in  isimlb 
lar  or  less  favourable  circumstances  than  ihose  of  ithe  peis. 
son' as  wfaaae  hehsif  he  waa  about  ii».  ianplore.  the  j>o&tice 
af  the>odavealion ;  ((bribe  knew  khatidsey'  werrnb  respto^ 
ars^af  persons  in  liiedistnimtianiof '^ostioe;  .hut^  in  oou^ 
formity  to  the  motto  of  egcditi^  which  they  adopted,  ]^4>uM 
use  ^a  came  weight  aad  meivure  toattHd^icti^ttoa^  of 

fHpU.^'^    '      1'  •- ■    ••       )   :-/'.'•■'    '    .'■    -/   •..    .lU'lo     ji  •     i; 

'  AfVtrita  'fie^  icirGUitiiiis^>ibiirisbcB  of  Jthfs  kind,  iiefert 
^tiifcbv^iad  Usidqlto^  tere^pit  theeircumstaiif* 
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cesat  mf  mothei^s  case,  and  did  not  nante  lier  untU  the 
whole  assembly  was  oonirinced  that  she  had  been  {MreveaU 
ed  by  illness  alone  from  arriTing  in  Eranoe  befene  the  day 
$ippomtedf  by  the  decree,  for  tl»e  return  c£  thase  Fjreneh 
who  happened  to  be  out  of  their  native  oonatry.  There 
was  a  loud  cry  in  favour  of  what  was  demanded  ^  no  mem- 
ber  of  the  Mountain  ventured  to  oppose;  and  it  was  as 
unanimously  decreed  to  erase  her  name  from  the  Ibt  of 
emigrants,  as  it  had,  a  few  days  before,  been  decreed  to 
insert  it. 

My  mother  remained  in  possession  ci  her  estate. 

Though  I  hated  the  republican  principles  of  the  Gu 
ixmdists,  yet  I  never  put  them  on  a  fboting  with  the  san* 
guinary  faction  denominated  the  Mountain.  Ever  sAeig 
this  pMnod  my  mother  fek  a  strong  sense  of  obligation  to 
certain  leaders  of  the  former  party:  among  those  attach* 
ed  to  which  wieresome  men  of  great  eloquence  and  very 
oonaderable  talents,  and  two  of  the  most  extraordinary  wo*, 
men  that  France  has  produced  since  the  days  of  Joan  d'Arc; 

In  the  most  dreadful  situations,  surrounded  by  all  that 
'COidd  appal  or  depress  the  human  mind,  ancient  or  ni^vi. 
4lern  annals  exhibit  nochiog  surpassing  the  fifsinets  and 
heroic  elevation  of  soul  with  which  Madame  Rcdand  and 
the  astonishing  Charlotte  Corde  met  death* 

The  united  energy  of  Rc^i^erre  and  Danton  had 
overturned  the  pvty  of  the  Gironde;  and  those  two 
traitcHTS  wer«  at  flie  head  of  the  atrocious  gang  who  doi. 
mineered  over  ray  unhappy  country.  Each  wished  to  be 
the  supreme  ruler;  which  neither  could  be,  without  the 
death  of  the  other ;  of  eourse,  each  meditated  the  destnie* 
4ion  of  his  associate. 

Their  rectprocal  enmity  became  more  and  more  appar* 
«nt;  and  men- began  to  anrange  themaekres  finder  nthose 
i;wo  chiefs,  in  espeotation  «>f  the  contest  which  soon  alter 
look.place.  ..« 

.  CamiJle.IkstDOttfins,  whose  name  you.  inuat  have  Jbeaid« 
as  one  of  the  earliest  promoters  of  tbe  commotiotosia;Piii^ 
ris,  wia^  isn.  aoqiiaintance-  of  tJke^count. .  Desmoulias :  .^as 
tim  a :  writer  Jb  &irou£i>l^  thftCE^qhiiiant:a  totft  ofiifenh 
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tntry  runs  througli  his  works,  which  might  have  b^eii' 
agreeftble  on  any  other  subject ;  but  all  kind  of  jocularity 
appears  hideous,  amidst  scenes  of  atrocity  and  murder. 
The  count  had  been  confined  above  a  month,  <»  aeoount 
of  ill  health,  lo  m  vaUa  bekii^giag  to  inm  in  the  neighbour* 
lMd«fP«a. 

Desmouhns  visited  him  oftener  than  usual,  because  he 
was  then  in'  low  spirits,  and  deprived  of  other  entertain* 
ment  Desknoulins  was  particularly  attached,  at  this  time, 
to  the  faction  of  Danton.  He  convinced  the  count  that 
Robespierre  had  disgusted  die  most  powerful  friends  of 
the  republic:  that  he  was  losing  his  popularity  daily : 
that  he  would  be  removed  soon ;  and  that  Dan  ton  would 
be  all  powerful. 

With  such  impressions,  the  count  became  extremely 
vexed  that  he  should  be  considered  at  the  partisan  of  a 
man  sanear  his  fall ;  and  equally  anxious  to  declare  him- 
aelf  the  friend  of  one  rising  to  supreme  power,  he  wished 
to  have  the  merit  of  deelaring  for  the  ktter  before  that 
event-should  take  place ;  for  which  purpose  he  wrote  the 
following  epistle,  which  he  intended  to  give  to  Desmou* 
lins  at  his  next  visit,  that  he  might  deliver  H  to  Danton.-— 

«  I  HAVE  for  some  time  viewed,  with  the  utmost  con- 
cern, the  dangers  to  which  the  republic  is  exposed,  by  the 
execrable  conduct  of  a  madman.  I  know  no  person  so  able 
to  secure  to  the  nation  all  the  advantages  expected  from 
the  revolution  as  he  who  planned  the  victory  on  the 
glorious  10th  of  August,  and  the  decisive  transactions  in 
the  beginning  of  September  following.  Your  patriotism, 
and  the  energy  of  your  character,  fix  the  hopes  of  all 
enlightened  Frenchmen  on  yoii :  from  you  they  expect  a 
tennination  of  the  present  disorders,  an4  of  the 'power  of 
a  furious  tyrant.  The  sooner  you.  actopt  measures  for 
those  purposes  ihe  better ;' for,  while  that  'vibhsteir'  lives, 
neither  your  own  life,'nojr  that^  of  any  of  yourfriends;!  can 
Tje'safe:^— I  feeg  you '  wilr  count  me  among  the"*  inost 
tfflifcere  of'thii'hpnourable  cla$8.  M  arti  infinitely  concern* 
e4*{b^t  iil  health 'r^facl^rsU  impossilile  forme  to  give  you 
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ihesG  wiumo^  by  iifpr^  of  movitb^  apd  aa^pg  p^itm? 
ally  in  whatever  you  wfty  think  proper  to  un4ert/BJke.  J^ 
the  DjeanYrhile  depend  op  all  my  >nfluen«e»  apd  belieye 
me  to  be  your  devpted  friend,  ^^-    , 

The  count  expected  CamiU^  DesijQOulins  the  mpr^ing 
after  be  had  written  the  above :  his  pld  intiinat^,  Cojlol^ 
d'Herboi$9  called  that  very  evening ;  he  had  be^fi  abs^ 
from  Pari9  on  ;some  of  bi^  horrid  e^peqiitipq^  S^e|i^  ^ 
letter  on  the  t^bie  in  th«^  cpij^it>  hmip  ^ddresii^  to  I^^^ 
top,  he  started- 

'  What  is  the  matter  P^  said  t^e  jcount. 

<  Do  you  correspond  with  that  man  P^  s^id  d'^^e^boia* 

<  It  is  the  first  letter  I  ever  wrote  to  bimi*  replied  jthe 
eotipt, 

Cpllot  d'Herbois  then  told  hiifh  -,  that  be  heg/^  bif 
correspondence  at  rather  ap  uplii^y  tim^f  and  bintj^, 
that  if  the  letter  was  not  ^  very  gre^  impcttiap(^>  be  b^ 
best  delay  sendipg  it»  be^^w^  he  nugbt  «pon  bav^  ^^^¥>^ 
tp  wish  that  be  wej;^  QQt  kpow^  to  )|4^ve  .any  partlPMl^lir 
conpectioi^  witb  PantpfU 

The  count  owned  that  the  letter  wa9  Jo£jf^  utmost 
importance ;  ap/d,  to  copvince  him,  broke  up  the  cover  and 
read  the  contents. 

lyHerbois  then  assured  him,  *  that  he  had  been  drawn 
into  ap  error,  which  might  have  bad  fatal  copjsequences  to 
him ;  and  that  Robei^pierre  was  surer  of  maintaining  his 
power  now  than  ever.** 

On  which  the  count  ob/served,  *  that,  in  such  slippery 
times,  the  most  cautious  people  were  at  a  loss  to  kpow 
with  what  party,  or  wliatman,  to  fix  themseljires ;  that,  for 
jiis  own  part, , he.  had  always  ba4  as  much  respect  for  Ao^ 
bespierre  as  for  Diantbn  ;  and  that,  after  ;wbat  Jie  had  j[U8t 
hea]:df,'lie'c6urd^npt  help  hayipg  a^r<^at|r^eal  more  :  tha^t 
the  tetter  be  nad  intended  for,panton  would  do  for  ^pbe^ 
pierre— ?that  lie  would  not  need  to  chanfff  a  sinflue  seib- 
tence,i)ut,  merely  putrit  under  ra  new  caver,  ;^ith  anAfr 
address  i  aipd  he  h^^  of  to^  ^i^^fYW 
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Afedk  ^  roidjfitinmld  be  41n%  of  Jll  nedtenry  to  i 
tii«  name  Dfflton  ftt  the  top^  and  rabsckate  Uiat  i^  Bo^ 
b*8pkt«e/ 

CdUot  d'Herbois  ob^ostsd  to  the  elmtora.  Baying,  *  if 
ti«iild  hate  an  ai»ltward  appeurMce  if  obsetted,  and  n^ht 
it«aU  AUSfimoii  :^  he  dwrefiire  pratailed  on  the  cdunt  to 
write  die  latter  iU[iew,  add  to  addnas  it  to  Citizen  Mate*' 
imSitm  M^beipArrt^  and  not  Mttiply  to  Citisen  Robes*, 
pieirre.  *  Great  men/  added  Collot  d^iieHbois^  *  are  subject 
to  weakae800»  as  *mXl  as  littie  men ;  and  Robaipiert^  litini> 
self^  diough  entirely  fieefrtei  many  of  tiie  weakness  of  fau- 
natiityy  oertatvly  does  feel  something  flatt«ritig  to  his  aar^ 
and  whieh  he  thinks  soitable  to  his  character,  in  the  naiM 
Maaimilian ;  alkid  therefore  likes  t<^  have  it  always  pret^edtt 
bis  imIaflBe  Sobespierre,  which  I  believe  be  iaieadi,  «i 
%  {nroper  time,  to  drop  altc^ther/ 

«  Will  not  tint  ha^e  an  airiMsocnitic  appeatwni^  f  said 
ifaeoottnt. 

«  Why,  p^baps  it  may,*  replied  Oidliotd'iferb^s,  wirti 
a  grinv  for  his  stem  features  did  not  admit  a  smil^ ;  *  per« 
haps  it  flsay  have  that  appem>ain«» ;  for  nothing  ie  sb  like 
m  araftoeret,  as  a  democrat,  when  be  com^  intd  power ;  as 
nothing  is  liber  a  democrat  than  an  aris^^dcrat  thrown  out  of 
fomer :  but  this  is  only  'external  appearance ;  l^e  heart  is  aU 
wajrs  the  same.  For  eacample,  my  dear  coum,  you  are  pre- 
cisely  the  same  man  you  were  wlfen  yofut*  relation,  the  arch- 
bkhop  of  Sens^  was  prime  minister.* 

Without  making  any  reply  to  this  ironical  compliment, 
the  count  finished  tlie  new  edition  of  the  letter,  as  CoUdt 
d*Herbois  had  directed :  he  theto  stepped  Ibr  two  minutes 
into  another  room,  and  at  his  return  locked  for  the  origin- 
id  letter,  that  he  might  burn  it.  This  his  friend  inform- 
ed him  he  had  already  done  during  his  absence ;  assuring 
Mm  «t  the  aome  time,  that  he  would  deliver  the, new  one 
to  Bobespierre  the  next  monring. 

All  the  circuMBtances  of  this  importamft  interview  be- 
tween those  two  loving  friends,  with  many  others  respect- 
ing the  count,  I  learned  aftervtrards  from  a  person  from 
whom  he  concealed  nothing :  for  though  many  transactions 
of  this  man's  life  were  of  a  nature  to  require  secrecy,  yet 
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lie  was  incapftUe  of  it  To  fahn  it  war  like  ail  ^bmiwte 
necessary  of  life  to  have  some  man  or  woman  iiito  whose 
ears  he  might  pour  whatever  was  dangerous  t6  utter  in 
public^  and  painful  for  him  to  retain. 

Soon  after  this  the  prediction  of  CoUot  d'Herbois  waa 
verified ;  the  furious  Danton  was  ensnared,  imprisoned,  and 
put  to  death,  by  the  man  whose  life  he  had  saved,  when 
he  was  accused,  and  about  to  be  prosecuted  by  the  Gironde. 

Robesperre,  from  this  period,  was  all  powerful :  the 
dreadful  use  he  made  of  his  power  all  the  world  knows. 
My  mother  and  I  lived  in  great  privacy,  hardly  ever  going 
out  of  the  house,  and  receiving  few  or  no  company.  Me* 
lancholy  and  dejected  through  the  day,  our  short  slumbers 
interrupted  in  the  night  by  the  sound  of  the  drum  and 
alarm-bell ;  airaid  to  ask  the  news  in  the  morning,  lest  we 
should  hear  of  the  arrestment  of  some  friend  or  relation^ 
and  shocked  with  the  accounts  we  daily  received  of  fresh 
victims  of  cruelty,  she  determined,  at  length,  to  withdraw 
from  Paris,  and  endeavour  to  find  tranquillity  in  a  distant 
province  of  France. 

She  applied  for  pasqx>rts  with  this  intention :  every 
thing  was  prepared  for  our  journey*  The  passports  were 
postponed,  on  I  do  not  remember  what  pretence*  We 
were  at  last  assured  that  they  would  be  delivered  the  foU 
lowing  morning,  and  on  that  assurance  went  to  bed  in  more 
composure  of  mind  than  usual 

About  two  hours  before  our  Jcommon  hour  of  rising,  w^ 
were  alarmed  by  a  loud  knocking  at  the  gate  of  the  hotel. 
Two  municipal  ofiicers  were  admitted,  and  a  party  of  na-* 
tional  guards  remained  in  the  court. 

As  soon  as  my  mother  was  dressed,  and  could  go  into 
the  room  in  which  the  two  officers  waited,  one  of  them  pre* 
sented  an  order  for  seizing  her  papers^  and  carrying  her 
to  one  of  those  houses  of  confinement,  of  which  there  were 
many  at  that  time  in  Paris,  and  all  over  France. 

The  number  of  my  mother^s  friends  and  acquaintance 
who  were  in  this  situation  had  suggested  precaution,  and 
prevented  her  from  being  entirely  unprepared  for  this  cru« 
el  incident:  she  had  nothing  to  dread^  tlierefore,  with  re;-^ 
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gwd  to  the  eaauntnflttbn  of  her  papenu  The  oflleer  infono^ 
ed  her,  that  she  was  ordered  into  confinement  only  as  a 
penon  suspected ;  that  the  order  did  not  extend  to  me* 
This  intelligence  acted  on  her  as  a  cordial :  it  evidently 
raised  her  spirits,  and  removed  great  part  of  her  alanm 
The  daily  executions,  and  other  shocking  occurrences,  had 
produced  an  extraordinary  chai^  on  my  mother'fr  consti. 
tution :  it  had  familiarized  her  with  the  idea  of  death,  and 
greatly  diminished  that  nervous  senubility  to  which  she 
had  formerly  been  subject  Her  own  personal  danger  af- 
fected her  little;  but,  whatever  threatened  me,  still  gave 
her  alarm. 

I  begged  of  the  (^cer  that  I  might  be  my  motber^a 
companion  in  prison :  the  man  at  first  objected. 

I  sunk  on  my  knees^  seized  his  hand,  and  entreated 
that  I  might  not  be  separated  from  my  mother. 

She  was  hurt  at  this ;  and  said,  with  the  tone  of  indig. 
nation-«><  Rise,  my  daughter ;  though  we  are  unfortu* 
nate,  let  us  not  be  abject.' 

I  repeated  my  request  to  the  officer,  the  tears  stream* 
ing  from  my  eyes.  The  man  was  moved ;  and  at  last 
said^-'  That  if  it  was  also  mf  mother'^s  desire,  he.  would 
take  it  upon  him  to  indulge  us.^ 

Without  paying  attention  to  what  my  mother  had  said, 
I  pressed  the  man^s  hand  to  my  lips  with  a  heart  over* 
flowing  with  gratitude. 

Notwithstanding  her  having  at  first  determined  other- 
wise, sedng  the  state  of  my  mind,  she  joined  in  the  re- 
quest, and  we  were  conducted  to  the  place  destined  for 
our  confinement 

[I  will  not  hurt  your  sensibility,  my  dear  Miss  Clifford, 
by  a  description  of  this  house  of  sorrow,  or  of  any  of  the 
many  affecting  scenes  I  witnessed  there ;  but  I  will  give 
you  some  account  of  a  kind  of  examination  which  took 
place  about  three  months  after  my  mother  was  confined, 
because  it  proves  how  completely  she  was  cured  of  her 
constitutional  timidity,  by  a  continued  contemplation  oi 
certain  objects,  the  least  glance  of  which  would  formerly 
have  thrown  her  into  convulsions.] 
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W6  mni  «l  fareakfiurt,  coie  moniiiig,  «iim  my  modMr 
Has  summoned  to  iqppear  before  three  cDmmissiQiier^^  wbQ 
had  arrived  at  the  phice  of  our  confiiieaieiity  authoraefl 
to  exftmioe  the  piisoners,  and  report  to  a  committee* 

I  becmaoe  pale,  and  iras  ready  to  famt. — ^  WhaCiii 
diere  alarming  in  this,  my  dear?'  said  mj  mother ;  <  it  ia 
what  we  have  long  expected,  and  even  wished.  What  I 
Mad  most  to  &ar  was,  lest  the^ncamstancesof  my  case' 
would  never  have  been  examined  into.' 

At  my  earnest  request,  I  was  permitted  to  accompangr 
my  mother*  We  were-  conducted  into  a  large  rooio» 
where  the  three  commissioners  sat  at  the  head  of  a  table. 
I  was  a  good  deal  surprised  when  I  recognised,  in  one 
of  them,  the  person  who  had  taught  me  to  dance.  This 
tended  to  diminidi  my  terror ;  for  ialthough  I  bad  heard 
that  the  man  bad  become  a  lurious  patriot,  and  kne# 
that  be  was  much  of  a  eoxcoarib,  yet  I  also*  knew  that  be 
bad  a  very  benevolent  heart 

He  that  was  the  chief  of  this  commission,  with  less  le- 
vity, had  all  the  absurdity  of  the  dancing-master,  and 
was  the  complete  dupe  of  the  hypocrisy  and  of  the  fklae* 
bood  at  this  time  propagated  by  Kobespierre. 

The  man  began  the  examination  by  expressing  con- 
ceit at  the  cause  of  my  niother^s  confinement. 

She  Aanked  bim,  adding,  *  that  she  was  concerned  at  the 
effect,  but  that  she  had  not  yet  been  informed  of  the 


<  I  tfaongbt  you  bad  been  told,  citizen,^  relied  be,  <4faat 
jwx  were  under  suspicion  of  being  a  suspected  person.* 

^  I  was  so,  citizen^''  replied  she;  <  but  I  never  have 
been  told  what  I  am  under  the  suspicion  of  being  sus^ 
pected  of.* 

<  To  be  suspected  is  sufficient,'  ^d  he ;  ^  .and  all  who 
ate  in  that  predicament  are  under  confinement  ^as  much 
as  you ;  so  you  have  no  reason  to  complain.* 

<  I  should  have  been  glad  to  hear  that  I  was  the  only 
innocent  person  in  France  in  this  situation,*  repbod  my 
mother ;  *  so  that  what  you  have  told  me  can  be  no  a]l&* 
viation  of  my  sufferings.* 
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*  Tour  oonflneoaeDt  wiU  not  be  of  long^  duration/  siiid 
ibe  dan^ing-mastet* 

^  I  indulged  that  hope  trhen  I  was  fir&i  arrested/  she  re^ 
plied;  ^  but  I  now  have  been  detained  here  three  months^ 
tidthout  any  crime  having  been  alleged  against  me/ 

<  You  were  erased  from  the  list  of  emigtants  by  the 
Girondists/  said  the  commissioner. 

^  I  could  not  have  been  erased  by  any  other/  replied 
she,  ^  as  th^j  were  the  persons  in  power  at  that  time.^ 

*  Your  connection  with  that  faction,  faowevex»  creates 
suspicion  against  you*^ 

*  I  had  no  connection  with  them;  nor  did  I  ever  secf 
^y  of  them  until  I  was  summoned  to  appear  before  qncj 
of  their  committees.' 

<  I  know  that  to  be  etactly  so^^  said  the  dancing«mas^ 
ter;  ^  and  I  have  good  reason  for  beEeving  that  she  had 
a  sincere  hatred  agaiivst  Brissot,  tiensottnet,  ^ersaint, 
imd  the  other  membexs  of  that  commhteei  previous  to  thef 
time  they  struck  her  f^m  the  list  of  emigrants ;  but  you 
tery  wcU  know,  brother^  that  it  ia  difficult  to  retain  hat-i 
ted  against  those  who  do  you  a  good  office,  even  although 
they  should  be  bad  men/ 

<  I  know  ao  such  thing,  brother/  refilled  the  chief 
commissioner»-i— <  No  fct  of  kit^dness  to  myself  or  friends 
would  prevent  me  from  ld)hQrri^  those  who  performed 
acts  of  public  mischief.^  • 

<  J  can  assure  you/  resutned  my  mother^  <  that  no  per-i 
SOB  coukl  more  sincerely  abhor  the  public  mischief  per- 
formed by  the  Girondists  than  I  did/ 

<  Your  having  been  erased  by  them,  howeVer,-  was  un- 
lucky, and  will  be  of  no  service  to  you  now/  sud  the 
thief  commissioner. 

^  It  ought  at  least  to  do  me  no  barm,^  said  she. 

*  The  Girondists  were  all  traitors/  resumed  the  ccnoeu 
missioner. 

^  I  am  sorry  for  it/  said  my  mother, 

*  What  1  sorry  for  die  Girondists.^ 
^  I  am  sorry  they  were  traitors.' 
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810  ^oMAincY. 

^  You  have  reason,  citizen,^  said  the  first  commieteidtf-* 
er ;  ^  for  it  is  a  very  dangerous  thing,  citizen,  to  havcf^ 
had  traitors  for  your  friends/ 

^  It  ought  not ;  since  it  is  clear  that  I  had  no  share  ia 
their  treason/ 

<  Do  you  not  know  that  those  traitors,  the  Oirondisits, 
intended  to  restore  monarchy  ?' 

*  No,'  replied  she  ;  *  I  really  do  not  know  it/ 

*  No  !^  exclaimed  he—*  Why  all  France  knows  it/ 

<  Since  that  was  their  intention,'  rejoined  my  mother^ 
<  dethroning  the  king  seems  to  have  been  a  round-about 
way  of  going  to  their  object/ 

*  They  were  forced  into  that  measure,'  said  he,  *  and 
can  claim  little  merit  from  it/ 

«  Very  little,  indeed,*  added  my  mother. 
«  But  their  design  was  afterwards  apparent,  by  the  va- 
rious attempts  they  made  to  save  the  tyrant/ 

*  Tyrant!'  exclcdmed  my  mother,  throwing  her  eycg 
upwards/ 

<  Yes,'*  re-echoed  the  commissioner,  *  a  bloody  tyrant ! 
who  gave  positive  orders  to  the  Swiss  to  slaughter  the  in* 
nocent  citizens  on  the  10th  of  August/ 

*  The  same  Girondists,'  continued  he,  ♦were  equally 
disposed  to  have  saved  the  life  of  the  queen,  who  was  of 
a  more  bloody  and  tyrannical  disposition,  if  possible,  than 
Capet  himself/ 

*  They  were  both  very  bloody-minded  tyrants,  that  w 
clear,'  rejoined  the  other  commissioner,  who  had  not  be^ 
fore  spoken,  shaking  his  head  and  looking  to  his  brother. 
■  *  And  the  princess  EHzabetl^ !'  exclaimed  my  mother, 
— •  she  was  also  a  bloody-minded  tyrant— Was  she  not  ?* 

The  commissioner  stared. 

*  Or,  what  was  her  crhne  ?*  resumed  my  mother,  with 
'an  animation  of  look  approaching  to  wildness. 

The  commissioner  looked  first  at  one,  then  at  the  other, 
of  his  brethren. 

He  who  had  spoken  last  said,  that  <  Elizabeth  was  cer* 
tainly  suspected  of  being  an  enemy  to  the  revolution.'^ 

<  She  certainly  was,'  added  the  chief  commissioner. 
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And  tbeii  looking  to  the  datomiig-iiiaster^  he  adcUd,«-^<  IKd 
not  you  tell  me^  brother,  thtt  one  who  attended  in  the. 
temple  informed  you  that  he  hadoverheardher  praying  very 
fervently,  and  that  her  prayers  wer6  anti-revolutionary  ?* 

'  It  was  you  that  sind  they  were  anti-revoltttionfiry)' 
lulled  the  dancingtmaster.-^-^  I  only  told  you  that  Uie. 
man  had  said  she  was  overheadi^d'  praying  for  the  rtform^ 
aiion  of  the  king^s  enemies.^ 

The  two  commissioneifs.  looked  at  eadi  4>ther  without 
speaking. 

The  person  who  sat  at  the  bottom  of  the. table,  and 

acted  as  clerk,  had  formerly  been  a  priest*  and  had  di&i» 

tinguished  himself  as  a  casuist  x  he  now  opened  his  mouth 

for  the  first  time,  and;  said,:  with  a  solemn  tone,  /  By  rt* 

Jmnation  she  meant  dsMtru6iion^'*  •  ,$  .> 

*  Ay,  she  certainly  memit  destruction,^  rejoined  thfe 
first  oommissionen 

<  And  if  the  prayer  should  ever  be  granted,^  reuimed 
the  clerk,  <  it  is  more  likely,  to  be  according  to  the  mean' 
tMg  than  the  expression  of  the  petition.^ 

•   <  Most  assuredly,'  sud  the  chief  commissioner. 

<  And  you  will  be  pleased  to  observe/  added  the  clerk, 
<  that  such  prayers  being  granted,  .according  to  the 
meaning  of  the  petitioner,  involves  the  destruction  of  th^ 
republic :  its  best  defenders  would,  according  to  her  pray^ 
er,  be  cut  off  like  the  great  Marat ;  for,  by  the  king^s 
enemies,  she  must  have  undoubtedly  meant  Bobespierre, 
and  many  other  patriots,  ail: perfectly  known  to  him  to 
whom  the  prayers  were  addressed/ 

<  Most  assuredly,'  repeated  the  commissioner. 

'  It  follows,  therefore,  as  a  necessary  consequence,  that 
the  princess  Elizabeth^  prayers  were  anti-revolutionary,^ 
continued  the  casuist,  *  and  might  have  been  the  cause  of 
oversetting  the  revolution :  and  to  overset  the  revolution 
by  dint  of  prayers  is  just  as  treasonable  as.  by  any  other 
means :  for,  when  the  revdution  is  overset,  where  is  the 
difference?' 

<  None  !  none  !'  exclaimed  the  commissioner. 

o  2 
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^  That  b^ag^ihtf  eiM^*  ^iAA^  disilc,^  tt  la  cIm^  thtf 
die  prindew  EtizabetfiwM  a  lilQody;.|i^ti4«d  fytaai^  and 
ai«rtt^4eat}i/ 

'  . Ab  t  the  monster,''  said  iiigr  iB^thef. 

^e  daiieiagHna«te»  m^s  tli^  odj  oneof  ihe  comiflBienr- 
ers  who  heaiid  this  cxpreision>  which' vasaliiKMl  dit>fftied 
hjr  a  profound  sigh^  ai|d  by  iny  soother's  bursting  into 
tears  as  she  uttered  it.  • 

This  man  nncteretoecf  sMe  of  her  answers  better  than 
his  brethren,  and  had  been  uneasy  during  the  examiflS-r 
lion,  lest  she  should  itof'sointetfaing  that  wouhl  increase 
the  danger  of  her  situation  i  to  psevent  which  he  rose^-ssy* 
ing,  <  that  the  prisoner  seeiaed  indisposed,  and  £hat  he 
ittiagindd  no  other  quei^eiis  needed  be  pot  to  faer.V  The 
other  commissioners  acquiesssd.  My  mother  and  I  witb^^ 
dr^ew;  When  we  were  alone  die  gave  vent  to  the  io' 
dignation  she  had  with  difficulty  suppressed  during  the 
examfnalion. 

My  mother  became  solicitous  lest  the  constant  confine^ 
ment  should  afiect  my  health  i  isnd  as  my  unwillingn^ 
to  leave  her  hindered  me  fvom  af  ulin'g  mysdf  of  the  per- 
misMon  I  had  of  going  abroad  so  ^fteii  as  I  might,  she 
•cntrired  to  givelne  little  cpmmissions,  which  required  to 
be  executed  at  ft  considerable  distance,  thi^t  I  might  derive 
benefit  from  the  fresh  air  and  the  exercise.  Qne  day  ^ 
found  a  pretext  for  sending  me  as  far  as  the  village  of  Fs? 
sy>  with  a  message  to  a  lady  who  lived  in  the  bouse  which 
your  eountryman,  the  celebrated  Dr.  Franklin,  had  for* 
merly  inhabited. 

During  my  absence,  the  cMnt,  for  the  first  time  since 
her  confinement,  called  on  my  mother.  He  affected  gieat 
eoneem,  and  expressed  the  most  ardent  wish  to  have  it  in 
his  power  to  serve  her  ;  hinted  that  her  greatest  danger 
proceedi^  from  an  idea  that  she  had  been  intimately  conv 
nected  with,  and  favoured  by,  the  Gironde  party ;  thst 
he  had  been  using  all  his  influence  with  the  committee  ct 
public  safety  to  prevent  the  effect  of  that  idea  ;  and  that 
he  was  not  without  hopes  of  succeeding*  She  beard  ^^^ 
with  coldness,  and  expressed  her  thanks  with  reserve,  b^ 
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e6O60  sh^  ii9M  ill  4bk  to  dii^^emtde^,  and  strongly  suspected 
his  prdfesdioiis  of  gbod-wfft. 

tie  then  said,  <  that,  independent  Of  liet  conneetion  iritH 
Aii  odioQS  faction,  ^nothefr  cireuitfitands  prejadt^ed  het 
cause  still  mor^  vd  the  niiitdi  of  the  iben  at  plr^nt 
in  power;  and,' he  was  ve)ry'  sorry  to  add,  might,  if  iKOt 
removed,  endanger  het  life ;  atfd  that  was  htr  daught^tf 
being  th^  wife,  not  only  of  ah  emigrant,  bat  of  One  whd 
served  under  the  prince  of  Condi.* 

<  It  seems  quite'  tihn^cessafy  to  remiild  tne  of  thoie'dr* 
cumstahces,*  $didf  tnymdth^k',  ^  silice  they  cannot  Be  altered/ 

*  If  I  were  not  pei^uad^d  thrft  your  ttifluence  could 
alter  them,'*  r^sunaed  he,  *  taf  tender ness  for  you  would 
h&ve  pretented  fny  mentioning  them.  He  then  proceeded* 
to  inform  her,  <  that  it  was,  by  the  laws  of  the  republic, 
ilbsolutefy  impossible  for  n^y  husband  evier  to  return  to 
France  without  the  immediate  loss  of  his  life;  and  that 
it  was  eqo^lly  itnjkjssifete  fd*  ine  to  leave  France  with- 
out forfeiting'  the  succession  to  her  estate :  that  those 
two  impossibilities  rendered  a  divorce'  highly  expedient: 
that  divorces  had  been  at  no  preceding  period  so  easily 
pbttdn^d  as  at  present ;  and/  added  he,  ^  to  give  you 
the  m^st  corivincirfg  probfj,  nbt  only  of  my  beiiig  able' 
to  obtain  your  acquittal'  and  fre'edom,  but  also  of  the*  &n^ 
c*rity  of  my  friendship  to  you,  notwitlistariding  mfy  being 
sensiblie  that  it  was  by  your  influence  alone  that  what  I 
am  going  to  propose  fiiiled  formerly,  yet  I  now  declare, 
that  I  am  still  willing  to  unite'  niy  family  with  youi^ 
by  espousing  your  daughter^  as  soon  as  a  divorce  can  be 
procured  from  her  present  husband.' 

*  And  you  expect,*  said  my  hiotkdr,  her  eyes  flashing 
with  indignation^  *  you  expect  that  f  shall  influence  my 
daughter  to  stgree  to  such  an  execrable  plan  ?* 

♦  If  you  do,  not  prefer  remaining  in  prison,  and  the 
forfeiture  of  your  fortune,'  answered  he. 

^  Know,  Wi'etch,*  repticd  she^  f  that  I  would  prefer  the 
guillotine  1' 

•  Perhaps  you  fliay  in  that  be,  indolgfed^  madam,^  rfe-i 
plied  he^  and  rushed  out  of  the  'r(^xn\ 
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After  this  my  mother  despaired  of  obtainiag  her  liberty, 
and  did  all  she  could  to  persuade  me  to  leave  her  to  her 
£ite«  ^  They  are  determined,  my  d^ar  child/  said  she, 
<  to  murder  me,, on  some  pretei^t or  other;  perhaps,  with-* 
out  troubling  themselves  about  a  pretes^t,  diey  will  tak§ 
my  life,  that  my  estate  n^ay  be  confiscate*  You  cannot 
prevent  their  cruelty ;  but  it  yriH  b^  a  great  consoladoa 
to  me  to  l^now  that  you  are  beyond  their  power ;  I  beg, 
therefore,  that  you  will  adopt  die  plan  I  have  formed  for 
your  escape  out  of  this  land  of  horror.  If,  contrary  to 
my  expectation,  my  life  should  be  spared,  I  will  find 
means  of  informing  you,  and  we  will  meet  wheQ  it  can  be 
done  without  danger :  but  it  is  .a  very  great  aggravatioa 
of  my  misery  to  know  that  you  remain  in  the  power  of 
^uch  barbarians/ 

These,  and  other  arguments  to  the  same  purpose, 
though  pften  urgpd,  did  not  prevail.  I  should  have  conn 
sidered  it  as  sacrilegious,  and  that  it  would  put  ipe  on  4 
footing  with  die  barbliri^is  she  e:^ecrated»  to  ^bandpQ 
qiy  mother  in  such  circumstances. 

The  name  of  the  danping-master  who  had  apted  as  com- 
missioner was  Vilotte.  In  his  youth  be  had  been  distin- 
guished for  expertness  in  the  practical  part  of  his  profes* 
aion :  being  now  somewhat  advanced  in  life,  he  valued 
himself  most  on  the  theoretical,  in  which  alone,  he  said, 
true  geiiius  consisted.  He  had  invented  several  ballet§ 
t)iat  were  much  admired.  Had  he  confine^  hia  geniusi 
tp  bis  own  profesuon  it  would  have  been  better  for  him ; 
but,  a  little  after  the  commencement  of  our  miserable  re- 
volution, }ie  turned  it  to  politics.  He  said,  <  that  fortune 
bad  committed  afatix-pas  in  making  him  a  dancing-mas- 
ter ;  and  hoped^  as  many  others  did,  that  the  revolution 
would  raise  him  to  the  situation  he  thought  he  deserved.* 
He  had  formerly  had  the  highes);  respect  for  counts,  mar- 
quises, and  dukes,  by  whose  protection  he  had  acquired  a 
comfortable  independence :  he  now  began  to  think  that 
the  greater  part  of  them  were  devoid  of  talents,  and  unfit 
fpr  the  offices  theyhdd;  and,  what  was  stiU  a  greater 
mistake,  he  believed  that  he  himself  possessed  the  capa« 
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city  in  which  they  were  de6cient  He  became  an  adaair- 
er  of  that  canting  enthusiast  Robespierre;  he  attended 
clubs^  studied  politioal  pamphlets,  and  declumed  against 
the  abuses  of  government,  at  the  meetings  of  his  section. 

Most  of  Vilotte's  old. protectors  laughed  at  his  eictrava- 
ganoes.  'My  mother,  who  had  known  instances  of  his 
benevolence,  was  so  vexed  at  the  thought  of  a  well-dis- 
posed man  rendering  himself  ridiculous,  that  she. sent  for 
him,  told  him  ivhat  she  had  heard,  and  gave  him  some 
good  advice.  Previous  to  this,  Vilotte,  who  always  spoke 
of  my  mother  as  the  person  who  had  first  introduced  him 
into  genteel  business,  and  as  his  principal  benefactor,  oflr 
en  called  at  our  hotel.  But,  after  this  piece  of  advice, 
we  saw  no  more  of  him,  until  we  were  summoned  before 
him  in  the  quality  of  a  commissioner. 

It  then  appeared,  that  though  my  mother  had  ^ven 
him  credit  for  a  little  more  understanding  than  he  pos« 
sessed,  she  had  a  just  opinion  of  .his  disposition*  All  the 
political  madness  of  his  head  did  not  suppress  the  worth 
ct  his  heart.  In  the  calamitous  state  we  now  were,  he 
had  many  opportunities  of  proving  the  sincerity  with 
which  he  had  been  attached  to  our  family,  and  how  de^ 
Mrous  he  was  of  being  of  service  to  iis. 

He  found  various  pretexts  of  visiting  the  house  of  our 
confinjement.  The  avowed  object  of  his  visits  regarded 
some  other  business ;  but  he  nev&c  left  the  house  without 
seeing  my  mother  or  me.  By  him  we  were  ascertained 
of  what  we  had  always  suspected,  that  my  mother^s  arrest 
proceeded  from  the  count,  though  he  took  pains  to  make 
it  be  believed  that  it  originated  elsewhere.  But  in  general 
the  news  Vilotte  brought  us  was  of  a  consolatory  nature. 
He  assiduously  endeavoured  to  raise  my  mother's  spirits, 
by  hopes  of  being  in  a  short  time  set  at  liberty ;  and  he 
neglected  nothing  that  was  in  his  power  to  make  good  th^ 
hopes  he  raised.  He  informed  my  mother  that  she  had 
less  reason  than  ever  to  dread  the  count's  malice,  because 
the  channel  of  his  interest  with  Robespierre  was  through 
puHot  d'Herbois,  who  was  at  that  time  absent  from  Paris. 

This  fnend  of  the  count  was  one  of  the  most  iofap^pni . 
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of  that  infiDDOUS  bond  wfao  domineered  et  this  tame' in 
IPrance,  and  rendered  that  country  odidos  throiigh  En* 
rope.  The  rich  and  floQiishing  town  of  Jjyam  has  pojp- 
lieular  reason  to  exeorate  this  Coilot  d^fierbois,  and  bfs 
fellow  commissioner  Ceuthon*  I  have  seen  both  these 
miscreants.  No  two  men  could  be  .more  unlike  in  persoii 
pnd  countenance,  non^  jnare  ooi^;enial  in  rancour  and 

The  former  had  the  look  of  mild  ingenuity.  The 
sound  of  his  roice  was  plaintive.  He  had  lost  the  use  of 
one  half  of  his  body  by  a  paralytic  stroke.  From  the 
expression  of  his  countCQancei  from  the  modulation  jof  bis 
▼oice,  fi!om  that  sympathy  with  affliction  which  people  m 
high  prosperity  and  vigorous  health  are  too  often  devoid 
of,  and  which  fellow-suSerers  are  supposed  to  have  in  ail 
eminent  degree,  Couthon  iras  the  man,  among  ten  tbou^ 
eand,  to  whom  a  person  under  the  pressure  of  misfortune^ 
would  have  applied  for  relief:  the  most  robust  savage  that 
ever  was  habituated  to  slaughter,  the  most  callous  in- 
quisitor  that  ever  questioned  men  under  the  agonies  of 
torture,  was  not  more  Uood-thirsty  and  more  unrelenting 
than  CoutboD, 

There  was  nothing  that  cpuld  mislead  the  judgment  in 
the  outward  appearance  of  Coilot  d*Herbois---all  his  de- 
ceit lay  in  his  hieart.  His  countenance  was  frightfuL 
Children  shut  their  eyes,  and  screamed  at  the  sight  of 
this  man.  His  head  sustained  a  frightful  e^iuberance  of 
bushy  hair,  black  as  tar,  and  s^iff  as  the  bristles  of  a  bogi 
his  complexioi^  was  cadaverous;  his  features  haggard; 
his  eyes  sanguine ;  he  looked  very  much  like  a  villain  and 
murderer ;  and  he  was  a  mu^sh  greater  ^villain  and  mur«« 
derer  than  he  looked  like. 

It  is  wohderful  that  one  should  have  ever  thought  of 
being  an  acbor  who  disgraced  the  profession  by  his  looks, 
by  his  diaracter,  and  by  his  want  of  talent.  It  has  beefi 
said,  that  his  rancour  against  the  citiaens  of  Lyons  ori- 
ginated from  their  having  had  the  good  taste  to  hiss  hin| 
as  often  as  he  appeared  on  their  stage.  Be  that  as  i| 
tn^7  the  ^liariti^9  escerciied  on  th^  iqhabitan^s  of  tlwt 


Digitized  by 


Google 


paOBDAOVT.  tl7 

devoted  eky  by  Couthon  and  Collot  d^Herboisi  are  un- 
paralleled in  the  records  of  tyratiny  t  their  thirst  6f  catv 
nage  rendered  them  impatient  of  the  slowness  of  guillo- 
tines ;  they  projected  mines  of  gunpowder  to  blow  up 
prisoners  by  whole  housefuls ;  they  pointed  dannon,  load* 
ed  with  grapes-shot,  to  tear  in  pieces  multitudes  of  ■  ■   • 

p  ask  psffdoh^  my  dear  Miss  Clifford,  I  per^ceive  that 
I  distress  yoq.  Familiarised  as  I  have  been  to  scenes  of 
oppression  and  cruelty,  I  forget  that  I  am  speaking  ta 
an  English  woman ;  an  inhabitant  of  that  happy  country 
where  no  such  scenes  exist^  where  the  power  of  the  crown 
is  Kmited  by  the  constitution,  where  law  alone  is  supreme, 
and,  with  a  commanding  voice,  tells  the  monarch  as  well 
as  the  people,  Tkna  for  shalt  tktm  ^o,  and  no  fortker. 
Such  is  the  account  that  my  husband  ha%  often  given  me 
ct  G-reat  Britain.  I  am  pleased  to  believe  that  it  is  just ; 
and,  from  sentiments  of  general  benevolence,  as  well  nfli 
in  gratitude  for  the  generous  reception  whiph  so  many  of 
my  unfortunate  countrymen  hav^  met  with  in  this  island, 
Z  do  most  sincerely  wish  it  may  long  continue. 

I  have  been  led  *  astray  by  the  mention  of  those  two 
monsters.  They  had  returned  from  their  bloody  expe*- 
dition  a  considerable  time  before  my  mother's  examinn- 
tion ;  and  at  that  particular  time  Collot  d'Herbois  had 
agun  left  Paris. 

I  now  return  to  my  narrative.] 

Our  friend,  Vilotie,  was  a  native  of  Arras,  a  great  ad- 
mirer  of  Robespierre  as  a  patriot  and  orator,  and  proud  of 
him  as  a  townsman.  Robespierre^s  patriotism  and  elo« 
quence  were  well  suited  for  imposing  on  that  depth  of 
understanding  which  poor  Vilotte  possessed.  Robespierre  . 
showed  some  attention  to  him  in  return  for  his  admira-> 
tion  5  and  on  this  I  relied  for  my  mother's  freedom,  and 
I  laboured  to  inspire  her  with  the  same  hope.  You  will 
be,  perhaps,  surprised  at  this,  considering  the  frivolous 
character  of  Vilotte ;  but  you  cannot  conceive,  my  dear, 
from  what  a  very  unpromising  soil  sprigs  of  hope  will 
shoot  up  in  the  breasts  of  the  unhappy :  besides,  Vilotte 
was  not  now  9  frivolous  character  in  our  eyes ;  he  had 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ftl8  MOBBAUVT. 

shown  BttBshmeni  when  our  other  friends  had  dimnk 
liway ;  and  this  attachment  remained  unloosened  by  the 
spirit  of  party,  which  raged  so  universally,  which  is  often 
so  fatal  to  friendship,  and  from  which  Vilotte  himself  was 
fer  from  being  free. 

This  worthy  creature's  hopes  became  stronger  every 
day,  of  which  he  did  not  fail  to  inform  my  mother :  at  last 
she  was  convinced  that  she  was  to  be  set  at  liberty  with- 
in four  or  five  days  at  farthest.  She  wrote  to  several  of 
her  friends  and  relations,  that  they  might  expept  to  see 
her  in  her  own  hotel  very  sooi). 

While  we  were  in  this  state  of  mind,  Vilotte  called  one 
morning  at  the  house  of  our  confinement.  My  mother 
^d  I  were  sitting  tog^ther^^-I  heard  the  sound  of  his  foot 
AS  he  advanced  through  the  passage.  In  that  dismal 
abode  we  were  accustomed  tp  few  sounds  but  tliose  of 
sorrow :  it  was  no  wonder,  then,  that  I  could  with  cer- 
tainty  distinguish  ope  which  had  always  been  the  forerun^ 
per  of  comfort.-—^  Oh  !  my  dear  mother^^  s^id  1,  springr 
ing  from  my  seat,  <  here  comes  Vilotte !  he  brings  the 
prder  for  your  freedom/— <  Let  us  receive  it  with  thank- 
fulness and  moderation,  my  child,  if  he  does,^  said  she* 

When  Vilotte  entered,  he  had  a  kind  of  a  smile  on  his 
fountenance;  but  it  did  not  seem  natural:  the  good  crea- 
ture strove  to  maintain  a  cheerful  look  while  he  informed 
us,  that  <  he  was  certain  that  my  mother  would  obtain 
her  liberty  very  soon,  though  not  so  soon  as  he  had  ex- 
pected ;  that  Robespierre  had  been  indisposed,  which  had 
occasioned  delay ;  that  he  was  so  much  occupied,  since 
his  recovery,  that  it  was  difficult  to  obtain  access  to  him  ;* 
but  Vilotte  added,  <  that  he  had  received  a  message  from 
him,  importing  that  my  mother  would  be  set  at  liberty  ii* 
1^  short  time,  though  the  precise  day  was  not  yet  fixed/ 

In  spite  of  all  these  palliatives,  this  was  a  severe  disap-. 
pointment  to  both  my  ipother  and  me :  Vilotte  perceived 
it  in  pur  countenances ;  for  neither  of  us  spoke.  He  re-: 
peated  every  thing  which  he  thought  would  afibrd  us 
comfort ;  saying,  *  we  might  rely  on  the  assurance  Robe, 
piprre  |iad  sent  Inm  \  that  Robespierre  wa^  top  gre^t  A 
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pfllttriot  not  to  be  sincere;  that  none  but  courtiers  were  ixh 
«incerie:  be  was  therefore  convinced  that  he  should  hf^vQ 
tbe  happioess  of  bringing  us  good  news  at  his  next  visit*^ 

My  mother  said,— ^<  That  what  gi^y.e  her.  most  uneasi^ 
ness  was^  that  no  part^;uIar  time  had  been  ever  fixed; 
that  if  she  were  assured  of  obtaining  her  fr/eedom  on  a 
<?ertain  day,  it  would  bp  4  grieat  comfort,  though  the  day 
were  distant** 

Vilotte  answered,-r-*  That  though  he  was  determined 
i^ot  to  return  until  the  day  of  her  fre^m  was  deeide4 
on,  still  he  was  convinced  he  should  wait  on  her.scx>n,^ 

Those  who  have  longed,  with  impatient  expectation* 
for  some  event  op  which  they  imagine  their  happiness 
depends;  who  have  been  convinced  that  the  expected 
event  will  not  be  prolonged  beyond  a  particular  day,  an4 
when  that  day  arrived  hiave  beep  disappointed,  will  have 
some  idea  of  our  anguish:  but  unless  they  have  beep 
sjiut  up  for  months  in  a  prison,  and  pined  from  morning 
to  night  for  fresh  air,  free  exercise,  the  verdure  of  the 
fields,  and  the  faces  of  friends,  they  will  not  have  a  full 
notion  of  what  we  felt  on  this  occasion.  I  really  though^ 
nothing  could  be  more  vexatious :  yet  I  affected  to  bear 
it  cbeerily,  that  it  might  sit  the  more  lightly  on  the  mind 
of  niy  mother  I  plainly  perceived  that  she  assumed  the 
same  behaviour,  and  for  a  similar  reason :  in  these  mutu- 
al attempts,  perhaps,  neither  deceived  the  other ;  y^t  ouf 
efforts  to  seem  more  cheerful  than  we  were  enabled  us  to 
support  the  disappointment  better  than  wp  should  other-* 
wise  have  doqe. 

Five  or  six  days  after  this,  Vilqtte  paid  us  another  vi* 
sit :  we  were  sitting  together,  and  heard  him  approaching 
as  beforf .  My  mother  and  I  looked  at  each  other  the 
moment  we  distinguished  his  tread :  but  neither  of  u§ 
spoke.  I  heard  her  sigh  as  he  was  entering  the  rqom. 
Neither  of  us  turned  our  eyes  on  him  for  a  few  seconds ; 
but  when  we  did,  his  face  seemed  gay,  his  ^miles  were  un- 
constrained.  He  announced,  with  an  air  of  complete 
^nviction^  that  Ife  was  now  certain  tl^fit  my  mother^s  free^s 
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dom  was  determined  on :  his  friend  bftd  seen  Bobespierre  f 
and  the  order  for  that  purpose  would  be  given  in  due 
form,  on  a  particular  day,  which  h^  named,  and  which 
was  at  the  distance  of  three  weeks. 

In  this  interral,  a  friend  of  my  father,  who  had  bor-* 
rowed  from  him  a  considerable  sum  of  money,  found 
means  to  let  my  mother  kiiov,  that  he  would  immediately 
pay  a  certain  portion  of  the  debt  into  the  hands  of  any 
person  whom  she  should  authorize  to  receive  it  This  per* 
son  lived  at  the  distance  of  above  three  hundred  milesr 
from  Paris,  which  at  this  dreadful  period  he  was  unwill^ 
ing  to  enter*  My  mother  had  much  occasion  for  the  mo? 
ney,  and  thought  nobody  so  fit  to  receive  it  as  myself. 

An  old  servant  of  my  father,  of  the  name  of  St.  Jean, 
who  had  been  established  in  a  shop  by  his  assistance,  and 
was  one  of  the  national  guards,  Was  engaged  to  eonduct 
my  maid  and  me  on  this  expedition.  As  soon  as  the  ne* 
cessary  passports  were  obtained,  the  maid  and  I  set  out 
in  a  post-ch^se,  and  the  man  attended  on  horseback.  Sfy 
father's  friend  received  me  with  the  greatest  kindness, 
and  paid  me  the  money.  By  a  slight  indisposition,  I  wag 
under  the  necessity  of  remaining  several  days  at  his  house 
longer  than  I  intended^  As  soon  as  I  was  able,  I  return* 
ed  in  the  same  manner  I  had  set  out  During  the  whole 
of  this  journey,  my  thoughts  were  engrossed  with  antici*. 
pations  of  the  happiness  I  should  enjoy  on  the  day  of  my 
dear  mother^s  enlargement.  My  greatest  vexation,  in  my 
late  indisposition,  proceeded  from  the  fear  of  not  being 
able  to  reach  Paris  before  it  should  take  place.  I  now 
rejoiced  in  the  expectation  of  arriving  there  on  that  very 
morning. 

Not  choosing  to  drive  through  Paris,  on  my  arrival,  I 
quitted  the  post-chaise  at  the  barrier,  intending  to  walk 
to  the  house  of  the  man  who  had  accompanied  me,  whose 
wife  had  formerly  been  my  maid.  Our  way  was  through 
the  Place  of  Louis  XV.  A  great  crowd  was  assembled ; 
and  we  were  informed,  that  it  was  li>  see  the  execution  of 
Mnne  persons  condemned  by  the  bloody  tribunal  then  sit* 
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t»g<  I  tar9#4  with  pr?cipiti|tiop ;  and,  hy  n  cnmit*  a(« 
iTfHded  i|  plucp  whiqh  wnf  almpftt  the  daily  scene  of  Aich 
effecting  spectacles. 

fn  pdy  way  to  tbf  bQ49e  Above  mentioned,  t  eaUed  at 
4  shpp  to  purchase  soqae  opnfeotiopB  which  I  knew  n^y 
ipotfasr  Wfis  fond  off  While  I  sat  in  the  inner  room,  tiUt 
the  things  I  ordered  were  vemdj^  two  persons  entered  the! 
sb<^ ;  one  of  them  said,  <  tbi^t  madame  de  — **^  had  die^ 
with  the  utmost  serenity,^ 

I  did  m%  perfectly  h^r  the  p«me  the  man  pronounced ; 
biity  Indistinct  ^  it  wi^s,  H  darted  instdntaneons  terror  to 
my  fae^rt*  He  proceeded  to  S9y»  ^  that  he  had  come  di-i 
rectly  from  the  Place  of  the  Resolution,  and  that  be  bad 
a^en  her  guillotin^*^ 

•  Who  did  ypu  siQr  ?'  9^9k^  the  woman  of  the  shop. 

He  ensweiedy  with  an  eudible  and  distinct  voice,  ^  I  al^ 
ffeady  told  yoq,  mademe  d?  — ^— ,  the  widow  of  goirempx: 

At  the  mention  of  my  fatber^s  name,^  my  maid,  wboi 
WHS  present,  uttered  a  shriek,  and  I  lost  nil  reooUfction. 

The  foSUxwing  day,  when  I  began  to  reeover  from  that 
itate  of  sttfpe^factipn  into  which  the  dreadful  news  bad 
thrown  me,  I  ibund  myself  in  bed,  in  the  house  of  a  wi-^ 
dow  who  lived  njear  the  cwmfeiptioner,  in  whose  shop  I 
had  be^i  first  taken  ill. 

I  had  cause  to  regret  the  insensabirity  from  which  I 
awoke  to  a  full  sense  of  my  misary« 

The  state  I  continued  in,  for  some  time  after  the  re- 
turn of  my  reeoUectioo,  I  wilt  not  attempt  to  describe. 

When  I  was  able  to  listen  to  a  detail  of  the  circum* 
Ranees  which  preceded  the  dreadful  event,  I  was  told, 
<  That  only  a  few  days  before  my  arrival  at  Paris,  and 
when  my  mother  stilt  relied  on  repeated  assurances  of  her 
being  to  be  set  at  liberty  on  the  day  appointed,  a  fresh 
aocmsation  had  been  made  against  her,  of  her  having  emu 
grated  to  England  in  June  17^;  that  she  had  not  re* 
turned  to  France  on  or  previous  to  the  d^y  fixed  by  the 
decree  of  the  convention  ;  that  she  had  been,  on/glseprt* 
Uxti^  struck  out  of  the  list  of  emi^uts»  by  «  eoi^mittee 
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of fcdefdistsflftd  traitors;  and,  finalfy,  that  nhe  cofi^ 
spond&d  titilhi  and  bad  sent  money  tb^  hei  son4n-kwy  whcf 
actually  served  in  the  army  of  Conde. 

<*0n  thiik  accusation  she  had  been  hiirlKed  before  the 
i^oldtlonary  tribunal ;  had  undergone  thd  form'  of  li 
trial,  where  those'  circumiKancto  were  swohi*  to ;  had  been 
insulted,  ih  gross  termd,  bjr  the  wretch  who  (irfesided  over 
that  court  of  assassins ;  find  afterwards  di'agged  to  thef 
scaffold,  where  she  had  suffered  with  the  r^igbKtion  of  A 
saint,  with  another  lady  of  raink,  who  was  eUtecHted  at  the 
same  tiracj  by  a  mistake  in  the  name,  which  those  mur-r 
deters  would  not  take  the  trouble  to  investigate,  though 
a  different  victim  was  intended/ 

[Why  should  I  afflict  your  sympathising  breast,  mj 
dear  youdg  lady,  with  an  enum^ation  of  my  sorrows  ?*- 

J  ntiust  not  omit  to  inform  you,  however,  that  I  receiv- 
^  an  anonymous  letter  soon  after }  the  purport  of  which 
was,  to  acquaint  me,  that  the  count  was  my  mother^s  se-* 
cret  accuser,  and  that  it  was  by  his  influence  she  bad  been 
put  to  death.  I  am  well  aware  that  letters  of  this  kind 
are  generally  the  offspring  of  cowardice,  in  conjunction 
with  malice :  it  would  have  made  no  impression  on  my 
mind,  therefore,  if  I  had  not  had  reason  to  suqpect  the 
same  from  other  sources  of  intelligence.] 

Several  weeks  after  this  dreadful  event,  I  was  told,  one 
morning,  that  a  gentleman  wished  to  see  me^  As  he  an- 
nounced himself  an  old  friend  of  my  family,  ydu  may 
conceive  how  very  much  I  was  surprised  when  the  count 
entered  the  room.  I  could  not  help  screaming  as  soon  aa 
i  saw  him. 

He  begged  that  I  would  be  composed^  assuring  me  of 
his  sympathy. 

I  cried,  *  that  I  wished  for  none  of  his  sympathy*- 
that  I  could  have  no  sympathy  with  him.^ 

*  He  declared,  in  the  most  soothing  tcme,  ^  that  he  was 
ready  to  render  me  every  service  in  his  power  ;^  adding, 

*  that  it  was  in  his  power,. he  hoped,  to  be  of  most  essen« 
tial  service  to  me,* 

*  Can  you  restore  my  tnother  ?*  exclaimed  I. 
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'  He  utaited,  became  pale,  and  remained  fbt  Bone  mo^ 
ttients  silent :  then,  reopverkig  btmsdif^  h^  said,—-'  That 
lie  most  sincerely  lamented  the  fate  of  my  mother ;  that 
he,  as  well  as  her  other  fnends,  had  entertained  hopes 
that  she  was  to  be  set  at  liberty,  at  tlie  very  time  that  thd 
sad  event  to6k  pla^  :-^that  she  had  enemies  utikaown  to 
him.^ 

<  Thj^y  are  not  unknown  to  me,^  cried  I ;  and  t  wag 
going  to  utter  all  that  rage  and  despair  prompted,  when 
the  mistress  of  the  house  entered  the  room.  The  count 
rose ;  and  having  recommended  me,  ih  very  affectionate 
terms,  to  her  care,  he  withdrew. 

Xa  Brune  was  the  name  of  the  woman  into  whose  house( 
I  had  been  carried,  from  the  shop  where  I  was  first  taken! 
ill.  Her  husband  had  received  obligations  from  my  fiU 
ther,  for  which  she  had  retained  Sentiments  of  gratitude ; 
and,  after  her  husband^s  death,  she  let  lodgings.  8h^ 
bad  behaved  with  all  tendernsss  to  me,  from  the  moment 
I  had  entered  her  house. 

When  the  count  was  gone,  she  informed  me,  that  hci 
had  been  accidentally  passing  when  I  was  carried  from 
die  oonfeetioner^s  to  her  house ;  that  he  had  frequently 
called,  during  my  illness,  to  inquire  how  I  was,  and  had 
recommended  that  all  possible  care  should  be  taken'  of 
me. 

<  The  monster  I*  exclaimed  I ;  ^  it  was  owing  to  him 
.  that  my  mother  was  accnsed,^ 

The  woman  was  shocked  at  hearing  this,  and  expressed 
the  utmost  indignation  at  such  perfidy ;  but,  on  inquiring 
into  my  reasons  for  believing  it,  she  endeavoured  to  shew 
me  that  they  did  not  by  any  means  amount  to  certainty. 

On  various  occasions,  afterwards,  this  woman  took  pains 
to  persuade  me  that  there  was  little  probability  d  the 
count's  having  been  guiky  of  the  wickedness  I  suspected 
him  of.  One  day,  in  particular,  after  deploring  the  help* 
less  situation  in  which  I  was,  she  repeated  the  desire  he 
had  expressed  of  serving  me;  and  concluded,  that  for 
those,  and -various  other  reasons,  I  ought  to  receive  his 
future  visits  with  more  complaisance. 
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of  bii  odli^ig  ftfl^n,  I  b^  yoMi  amy.  Aul  the  dpor  ugana^ 

MadwieU  Bt;w#  t^4  in«^/  Qm  she  dimt  MiVra^ 
time  to  proypke  %vskw  of  th«  cpnnt's  infliifiiQe;  tbafc  l£ 
die  did,  iV  would  po  longer  be  in  ber  power  to  mrve  wm, 
which  she  had  the  most  ancere  deMe  to  do.  She  hff^ 
god  I  ^K/^d  refiecit  00  my  ftirlem  sItMittioo :  thai  1  was 
tfiX  fjree  froi9  d4ng^r»  Q(«t  qidy  on  Aoeount  of  liky  bei/t^ 
^  wife  of  an  tmgi^mti  but  of  one  who  was  in  alms  ih 
gajliut  the  rep^t>li(^  She  reppresenled  how  very  mupb  t 
stood  in  need  of  that  pr0tectiion»  wUhout  whidi  every 
body  wiM  in.  dsiig6!r  of  being  oanied  befiire  the  revolu- 
tiooiury  t^l^q^V  ^  IimoQciaoe^  my  dear  lady^-  tfiA^  she, 
f  T»  not  always  a  scjciitity.^ 

«  No/  answered  I;  <  Qotfaiog  bmt  guilt  isi  and  §ac 
that  re^ison  I  desire  no  seeixnly-' 

On  my  utteridg  Mh  i^hieb  l  did  with  emplwaiib  I  wa» 
sotprised  to  see  Madame  la  Brune  chaise  efltbur,  and 
bitrst  intp  tw»- 

The  count  wa«  i^ttodoeed  at  tiiiat  yeiy  instant* 

Jf  adai9e  In  Br«ni9;  rpse  i  aad,  m.  she  went  out  of  tto 
I9pm»  looked  «(  mein  fi  veiy  affecting  manner* 

I,  bed  aljtady  b^eQ  moved  by  her  tears :  I  eonfieiv«i} 
this  look  to  be  a  request  that  I  should  not  provoke  hinu 
last  it  shpuld  bni>g  Irer  to  trouble ;  this:  reflectioA  pre^ 
vented  me  from  withdrawing  wUh  her.  I  remnined  in 
the  room,  with  the  de^rtnioaUpn  of  behaving  to.  him 
with  calmness  4pd  civility. 

He  renewed  his  o^ers  of  service  and  expressMAisof  con* 
eevB.  I  bowed,  without  answering*  He  introd^ed  iaome 
general  and  indifferent  subj^t  of  conversation^— I  joined 
in  it  with  constrained  calmness.  He  at  last  tpok  hia  }eave^ 
with  a  repetition  of  his  hopes  to  be  able  to  serve  me. 

At  one  time,  I  had  some  suqpicimi  that  madame  la  Brijme 
ected  in  concert  with  the  count ;  that  pmrhaps  I  had  been 
carried  to  her  house  by  his  direction.  In  this  I  did  bear 
injustice ;  she  knew  nothing  of  him,  previous  to  hia  inquir*' 
lea  about  me.    She  was  afterwards  informed,  that  he  waa 
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ft  Atttid  of  Collot  dUerims,  and  hid  inftuenee  #kh  TSkf^ 
hesfienei  Tfase  wonum  was  of  a  compaisioimte  dispoiritioii^ 
and  had  tbemost  fAncerti  desire  of  being  useful  to  nie.  She 
ilrau^ht  the  ^ount^s  protection  was  powerful,  atid  was  con*' 
6snied  at  sei^ngmie  reject  it :  sfafe  tbotrght  the  diingers  of 
the  times  justified  certaiof  means  of  procuring  safety,  whicM 
Were  not  jus^able  at  other  periods.  She  herself  had  si 
protectory  in  a'lAan  #ho  wals  a  member  of  the  military 
eommietee,  and  highly  ocmsidered  by  Bot^edpierre.  Una*' 
ble  to  make  great  sacrifices  for  virtue,  she  respected  those' 
#ho  couldy  and  was  extr^fnely  sas6e{>tible  of  remorse/ 
This  was  the  sourcef  of  her  blnslies  at  m  expression  of 
mine  abotre  menfioned^ 

III  some  conversai^ns  I  afterwards  hacf  with  dr&  woman/ 
I  became  fully  convioced  of  her  good-will  towards  me  2^ 
this  was  also  confirmed  by  the  whole  of  her  behavionr. 

Sbe  spoke  #ith  gradtude  of  my  father,  with  tenderness' 
of  my  mother,  and  with  horror  of  some  who  had  the  go^^ 
yetwtiaiimt  at  preseni  in  France ;  but  begged  that  I  would,^ 
In  ficppearance  at  leai^^  mcyderate  my  dislike  of  the  connty 
uDtH  I  sfaovld  find  miyself  more  otit  of  bis  powe^* 

I  had  long  brfore  Eneen  idMinddned  by  all  those  wbo, 
without  iny  sentiment  of  friendship,  bad  bfeen  in  the  hlBi^ 
Mt  of  caHing  themselves  my  Mends.  After  the  d^th  of 
my  mother,  the  terror  of  b^ig  suspected  kept  many  fi^om 
.  me  who  had  a  real  affectionf  for  me,  and  #ouId  willingly 
have  subjected  themselves  tor  eonsidersgbte  inconveniences,- 
but  not  to  danger  on  my  adsfbunt. 

[Thi^  my  deaa^  young  lady,  is  the  utmost  we  n^ed  A^ 
iNKt  from  the  gentoility  of  those  who  are  called  friends  ;^ 
thooghy  amidst  the' multitude  of  crimes  that  Ae  revolution 
bais  given  birth,  instances  of  virtue,  heroic,  and  exalted 
Irieiidshtp,  have  appealed,  whieb  do  honour  to  my  country 
and  to  human  naturis/} 

.  The  eolnat  continu^  his  visfts :  tlitey  becahiid  more  fre* 
quent;  his' professibns  of  friendship  were  more  atid  more 
wann.  When  he  steemi^  inclined^  however,  to  make  any 
potticfilar  declaratbn,^  i  always  eluded  the  subject.    He 
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could  nol  conceive  thftt  any  thing  could  pfevent  me,  in  titf 
present  situation,  from  embracing  an  offer  of  marriage 
from  him,  except  some  religious  scruple.  He  suspected 
that  I  might  think  a  divorce,  however  legal,  could  not 
dissolve  the  obligation  of  marriage,  which  is  a  sacrament. 

I  might  have  had  such  scruples,  even  although  I  had 
loved  the  count ;  but,  in  truth,  I  disliked  the  man  to  that 
degree,  that  theidea  of  being  his  wife  filled  me  with  aa 
much  horror  as  that  of  being  his  mistress  could  possibly 
do. 

.  The  count  was  fully  persuaded,  however,  that  aH  my 
hesitation  (for  he  thought  me  hesitating)  proceeded  from 
my  doubts  of  the  efficacy  of  the  divorce,  in  giving  me  a 
right  to  marry  a  second  husband  during  the  life  of  my 
first. 

To  remove  those  doubts  from  my  mind,  he  fell  on  a 
singular  expedient,  which  it  will  be  requisite  to  develope 
a  little  circumstantially. 

The  count  was  acquainted  with  a  monmur  and  madame 
Cochon,  whose  history  is  somewhat  curious ; — ^Mr.  Co- 
chon^s  parents  were  in  opulent  circumstances :  they  intend* 
ed  him  for  the  military  profession ;  and  did  all  in  their 
power,  by  giving  him  a  suitable  education,  to  render  hint 
fit  for  it.  They  never  had  any  doubt  of  its  being  agreea« 
ble  to  his  own  inclination ;  for  he  had,  from  his  early  youth, 
affected  the  military  dress,  even  in  the  fiercest  stjle.  But 
there  were  two  circumstances,  in  the  life  of  a  soldier,  to 
both  of  which  young  Cochon  had  an  utter  aversion ;  name<- 
iy,  danger  and  fatigue.  When  his  parents  told  him,  there- 
lore,  that  it  was  time  for  him  to  choose  a  profesnon,  ta 
their  surprise,  he  informed  them  he  preferred  the  ecclesias- 
ticaL 

Though  surprised,  his  relations  were  not  very  averse  to 
his  choice ;  for  some  of  them  had  such  influence  as  might 
soon  procure  him  cburch^preferment^  In  due  time,  thert- 
fore,  he  became  a  priest. 

This  took  place  a  Utile  before  the  commencement  of 
the  revolution;  but  he  found,  soon  after,  that  the  pro* 
fession  he  had  adopted,  for  no  reason  but  to  enjoy  ease 
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ibd  avoid  daDgei^,  e^cfMed  him  to  persecution)  and  more 
danger  than  he  had  shrunk  from. 

His  regret  for  this  mistake  was  excessive :  he  thotigfat 
the  best  Way  of  repaimg  it  was,  to  renounce  the  priest* 
hood ;  which  he  did  accordingly ;  giving,  fbr  his  reason^ 
that  his  coiisdience  would  no  longer  permit  him  to  assist 
in  carrying  on  a  farce,  contrived,  from  the  beginning,  to 
delude  and  cheat  the  people.  And  to  prove  that  he  was 
in  earnest,  and  that  he  might  ingratiate  himself  still  more 
with  the  promoters  of  the  new  opinions,  he  determined  to 
marry.  The  person  he  selected  fbr  this  honour  was  a 
rich  widow:  her  maiden  name  was  Soupire.  She  had, 
finom  her  youth,  been  of  a  studious  disposition ;  and,  by 
the  time  she  had  arrived  at  her  twentieth  year,  she  was 
very  deepread  in  romances,  particularly  those  of  a  refin- 
ed sentimental  nature.  The  lady  herself  was  exquisitely 
sentimental ;  continually  sighing  for  something  or  other. 
The  tear  of  sensibility^  to  use  a  favourite  expression  of  her 
own,  was  continually  trembling  in  her  eye. 

Her  own  personal  distresses,  she  thanked  heaven,  she 
was  able  to  support  as  became  a  Christian ;  but  she  ac* 
knowledged,  that  the  misfortunes  of  her  friends  she  could 
not  endure  with  equal  firmness  and  resignation; 

With  regard  to  the  poor,  she  lamented  that  her  own 
narrow  circumstances  did  not  permit  her  to  bestow  on 
them  much  pecuniary  relief;  but  she  was  bountiful  in 
good  wishes,  and  in  the  allotment  which  she  thought 
ought  to  be  made  for  them  by  the  rich.  She  often  avow, 
ed,  that  the  pleasure  of  giving  was  far  more  exquisite 
than  that  of  receiving.  i 

Nothing  surprised  her  so  inuch,  as  that  the  great,  who 
indulge  in  other  luxuries,  should  have  so  little  taste  for 
that  most  exquisite  of  all  luxuries,  relieving  the  wants  of 
others. 

A  young  man  of  some  fortune,  and  of  a  benevolent  dis- 
position,  who  had  been  a  little  attracted  by  this  lady^s 
looks,  which  were  engaging,  was  so  charmed  with  her 
sentiments,  that  he  proposed  mJEirriage  to  her.    This  pro- 
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timid  reluctance,  and  all  thpH^  d«ii«ftte  spr^qifeit  yH^^  <I 
iva^  ia  thi»  lady'*  oharn^tfer  to  hai«  ^isplf^jf^^  M  *e 
not  baen  afraid  Ibut  the  \oyet  migli^  have  ^haqg^  bin 
vgiaoA  during  the  wfailnitiqn. 

The  young  faa9,|  in  wbow  fn^owr  nh?  Ii«d  tlm^i  o^ifiw, 
o0B\e  het  delicacy^  wa^  Ultimately  mqi^oi^  m  fr%idn 
8h^  vttb  80«ie  of  the  leaders  of  tbet  Crurpnde  piPty.  They 
ware  arsested  a  short  time  after  his  wa?ril^f^..  When  tiw 
utiolenae  against  them  «aine  tp  its  h^ight^  ha  W9s  f^vi$^ 
to  witiidraw  fi*om  Paris,  and  keep  liimselif  oonefaled,  H^ 
fpHowed  this  advice,  and  aftervards  e^^pied  tf>  G^srwiiV  ; 
f|Qin  nhepce.  he  wcote  pressing  letters  to  hU  wi|et  tl^n 
l^ng  that  ^  woiild  jpin  him  as  soma  a%  s^e  cpuld-  Sh^ 
waa  taking  measvirea  for  that  purpose ;  for  she  did  wt 
know  w^it  dse  to  do ;  and  had  often  dieelaved,  that  t^  be 
ahsenl  from  the^  husband  she  loyed  WM  woi^a^  thfin  d(^th. 
The  mf^  before  she  ivaa  tg^  haye  set  wX,  i^  wealtliy  eiti^ 
zen  of  Paris,,  and  tha  friend  of  Robespierre,  m^e  love  to 
her^-r-Though  she  aoknoi^Je^jMl  that  she  wa3  prqiid  of 
the  good  epinioa  of  so  distinguisbed  a  patriot,,  yet  sb^ 
aifiQ  expatiated  onr  her  ^irtue^  ancE  th^  duty  she  owed  her 
husband,  nptwithstan^uo^  his  political  errori^^  The  pa*> 
triotio  citisB^  represented  4at  her  virtue  needed  be  no 
obstacle  to  his^  happiness,  because  be  could,  witih  tbe 
greatest  ease,  procure  for  her  a  divert  from  h^r  husband,, 
i^ho  waa  an  emigrant,,  and  already  dei^  in  law*.  This  ar* 
gument  was  enforced  by  an  c^r  of  an  ample  jointure,, 
und  a  cons^rable  sum  of  ready  money,  at  heip  owadis-. 
posal..  ' 

Th^  patriotie  eitizen  prevailed :  and,  aft«r  the  divorce* 
had  beep  obtained,  and  the  new  gontract  of  marrii^ 
dicawn.  out^  sealed,  and  signed,  in  due  fioirm,  he  becapie 
the  lady^s  lawful  husband.. 

He  did  not  survive  his  happiness  long ;  the  man  died 
in  consequence  of  excess  at  an  entertainment  ^ven  by 
Bob^sbierre^s  brother  to  a  select  party  of  his  friends.  Thr 
counfs  acquaintance.  Citizen  Cochon,.  had  ingratiated 
himself  so  mucb  with  all  that  party,  by  abjuring  the  priesU 
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fcood  and  ridibuiing  chriitianity,  that  be  had  been  h^iU 
ed  to  this  eiitertalnineaU  He  saw  the  tnan  earned  speeeh- 
kss  fH^ni  the  feaet^  afid  obnerived  grebt  hop^  o£  bi» 
death;  toty  having  before  been  struck  with  the  figure  of 
his  wife^  and  inforhied  of  her  circumstances,  he  thoUghl 
an  ftUkuiee  with  her  wedd  answer  all  his  views.  > 

Some  short  time  after  the  death  df  the  husband,  ther^ 
fbre^  Monsieur  Cochon  paid  a  visit  to  the  afflicted  wido#; 
H^  toU  her^  *  that^  as  he  hlid  lost  on^  of  hid  most  vi^ued 
fricfndk,  he  cafai^  to  mingle  his  tears  With  hers^  vfhitbl 
perfaii^  WBulfl  affbhl  some  degree  of  eontolatidn  tb  both.^ 
She  expressed  no  itvetsioh  to  the  experiiaent#  add  thej^ 
m^  pretty  fliequently,  to  mingle  theit  teiurs  aecdrdlnglyi 
She  acknowledged  to  him  t^at  dit^  ceremo^  afforded  somd 
idleviatiuft  to  her  sorrow^  particularly  as»  though  Moaaeur 
Coebon  was  a  mueh  stoutar  Aan^  yet  she  found  a  conu« 
dendble  resemblance  ih  his  features  to  Uiose  of  her  de* 
ceased  husband  On  that  bint,  Mdnsieur  pochen  spoke, 
and  declared  his  passion  with  suth  a  warmdi  of  eloquence 
M  might  have  melted  a  harder  heatt  than  this  lady^s  seems 
tohaviebeem 

All  tbotae  particulars.  I  learned  fitom  madarae  la  Brune» 
^ho  wai  a  relation  of  MlH}em(»seUe  Soupire,  had  kept  up 
a  certain  degree  of  inttmaey  with  h^r  through  all  her  va- 
riatbn%  and  uhderstood  her  character  perfectly. 

In  the  aceount  I  have  given  of  this  wpHHin«  (continued 
the  mardhioneels),  I  have  used^  as  often  as  I  could  recoU 
lect  them^  the  very  phrases  of  mtidame  la  Brune,  who  ne- 
«ver  spoke  of  her  ooustn  wilhout  turning  her  affectation 
into  ridicule* 

The  count  had  been  flcqiluntc^  with  Madame  Cochon 
when  she  was  Madeotoiselle  Soupire^  At  one  time  he  was 
thought  to  bd  rather  fond  of  her.  Disgusted  by  her  af- 
fected airs  of  sensibility,  he  had  abstained  from  visiting 
ben  He  had  known  husr  a  warm  and  valuable  firiend  of 
the  Gironde  party,  while  it  was  in  power.  He  had  known 
her  iia  bittei'  enemfy^  imd  the  most  eloquent  of  Robes- 
pierre^s  adniirers^  when  the  Gironde  party  was  overset  t 
be  was  fully  convinced  that  she  was  equally  prepared  to 
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be  the  tdrocate  and  admirer  of  whoever  should  oveftom 
the  gOYernment  of  Robegpierre,  and  bring  him  to  the 
guillotine.  With  whatever  indulgence  or  partiality  the 
oount  might  view  this  disposition  in  himself,  (for  it  was 
precisely  his  own),  yet  it  appeared  to  him  hideous  in  an- 
other ;  and  he  had  the  most  consummate  contempt  for  Ma* 
dame  Cochon.  He  imagined,  however,  that  she  was  a 
likely  person  to  remove  all  my  scruples  with  respect  to 
my  sueing  for  a  divorce  and  marrying  again.-— ^  As  this 
lady,  who  passed  for  a  woman  of  refined  delicacy,  had  so 
far  yielded  to  the  voice  of  reason  and  prudence  as  to  sue 
for  a  divorce  from  the  man  she  had  married  from  love„ 
and  had  afterwards  taken  a  second  husband,  during  the 
life  of  the  first,  notwithstanding  her  love  f6r  him,  and 
then  a  third,  who  had  been  a  priest,  in  the  middle  of  her 
mourning  for  the  death  of  the  second,  what  hesitation  could 
remain  with  me  after  so  bright  and  striking  an  example  ?^ 

The  count,  therefore,  cultivated  the  acquaintance  of 
Monsieur  Cochon  more  than  ever ;  renewed  his  attentions 
to  his  lady,  who  had  always  retained  a  certain  degree  of 
regard  for  him,  and  on  whom  he  soon  prevailed  to  pro* 
mote  his  views  with  all  her  power.  She  visited  her  rela- 
tion  madame  la  Brune  very  assiduously,  and  took  much 
pains  to  be  on  an  intimate  footing  with  me. 

I  was  not  long  in  perceiving  her  aim  and  suspecting  her 
motive.  It  was  not  in  my  power  to  avoid  seeing  this  wo- 
man ;  but  I  concealed  my  suspicions  of  her.  I  allowed 
her,  with  little  interruption,  to  expatiate  on  the  good  qua* 
lities  of  the  count ;  his  intimate  connection  and  great  in« 
fluence  with  the  men  in  power ;  and  on  my  good  fortune, 
ih  having  so  valuable  a  friend.  She  drew  his  portrait  in 
the  most  shining  colours,  and  varnished  it  with  all  her  art, 
to  render  it  still  more  agreeable.  This  had  a  different 
effect  from  what  she  intended :  the  varnish  corroded  the 
artificial  tints,  and  left  the  likeness  in  all  its  natural  dis^ 
jgusting  appearance  of  cor^ption. 

She  was  decdved  by  my  silence  and  passive  attention  : 
she  informed  the  count  that  the  moment  for  being  listeQr 
ed  to  by  me  ^ith  favour  was  arrived. 
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At  Im  Bext  Tiait  he  found  madams  la  Brune  with  me. 
She  «eused  a  pretext  for  leaving  us :  he  began  the  old  sub- 
ject of  his  ardent  desire  of  serving  me—* his  extreme  8or«^ 
faw  for  my  helpless  situation.  On  my  faintly  thanking 
him,  he  said,  *  that  endeavours  were  making  for  restoring 
to  me  my  estate,  and  threw  out  some  innnuations  of  his 
own  influence  with  those  on  whom  that  measure  depend* 
«d ;  that  the  greatest  obstacle  was  my  being  considered  as 
the  wife  of  an  emigrant ;  that  he,  however,  had  a  prior  claim 
having  declared  his  pasaon  before  my  husband  paid  his 
court  to  me.  He  hinted  the  great  facility  which  there 
was  with  respect  to  divorces:  and  that,  though  he  found 
it  difficult  to  obtain  the  restoration  of  an  estate  to  a  per- 
eon  who  was  considered  merely  as  his  friendf  yet  he  was 
persuaded  it  would  not  be  refused  to  his  wifr* 

I  froze  at  the  word.  I  am  convinced  I  became  pale. 
How  he  construed  my  aj^arance  I  know  not ;  but  he 
iUopped  on  one  knee,  seized  my  hand,  and  renewed  his 
request  in  direct  terms.  At  his  touch  I  shuddered — ^AU 
caution  forsook  me — I  drew  my  hand  hastily  from  him, 
with  an  exdaroation  of  aversion* 

He  started  up  with  fury,  and,  in  a  menacing  voice,  ad« 
moaished  me  not  to  provoke,  him  too  far. 

<  The  worst  you  can  do,^  said  I,  <  wretch,  cannot  sur- 
IMSS  your  perfidy  to  my  mother.' 

He  left  the  room  quite  furious. 

Madame  la  Brune  entered.— She  had  overheard  all  that 
passed.— She  lamented  the  danger  I  was  in^  and  blamed 
my  rashness. 

'  To  screen  myself  from  danger,'  said  I,  <  would  you 
have  me  plunge  into  guilt  and  infamy  ?* 

She  burst  into  tearsi,  and  remained  silent. 

I  was  sorry  for  the  uneasiness  I  gave  this  good-natured 
woman,  and  said  every  thing  I*could  think  of  that  could 
be  soothing  to  her. 

Vilotte,  the  dancing-master,  called  on  me  a  few  days 
after  this  scene.  He  seemed  greatly  agitated.  He  in- 
formed  me,  <  that  he  had  just  learned  that  an  accusation 
was  to  be.brought  against  ine ;  that  he  understood  it  ovh 
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^nated  in  die  ooimt.  Ho  advifed  nie  16  dfetHoy  1M15  let* 
^rs  I  iQight  h^ye  f»q(m  my  Ijiiabend,  or  any  {Mqpfsr  whet- 
/erer,  that  would  strepgthea  sttspicion  of  my  correaponcyng 
with  emigraiits.^«-He  added»  ^  that  I  was  to  ]be  an^ited 
;the  followipg  day^  and  confined  in  a  house  li^bngiiig  to  a 
pteature  of  the  count|  where  I  wpiild  b^  entirely  in  hi| 
pojrer.' 

This  last  circumstance  terrified  me  moie  than  aH  tlpe 
rest  I  proposed  leaYing  my  lod^^ngs  Erectly,  and  try* 
ing  to  find  refuge  and  concealment  in  the  house  of  a  pofir 
uroman,  wbos^  ^istress^  I  bad  opoasionally  r^l^ei^^  aofl 
firith  whom  I  was  i)Qt  known  ^  be  apquainted; 

yilotte  aj^proved  q£  this  ;  but  desired  me  to  delay  till 
the  dusk  of  the  evening,  when  he  would  himself  condifet 
me ;  and,  in  the  meanwhile,  begge^  that  I  would  take  th^ 
precaution  he  had  mentioned^ 

Whei)  I  informed  macjame  la  Brune  pf  this,  she  shaw^ 
fed  the  strongest  nuqrks  of  sorrow,  and,  afterwards,  of  ins 
digoation  j  s)ie  poured  forth  execi^ations  against  the  count : 
fit  last,  after  a  minute's  p^iise,  she  said,  $  Perhaps  I  may 
still  be  able  to  save  you  frpm  the  power  of  this  villain,^ 
She  ordered  a  coa$^  to  b^  called^  assured  me  that  she 
jKrould  returp  i]i  a  sljort  time^  and  liuiried  into  it  withoo^ 
farther  e^pj^pation. 

J  had  no  paper  that  copld  be  thougl^  imi^gefcnsi  bat 
several  that  I  did  not  w|sh  those  wretches  to  peruse :  these 
I  immedi^tely^threw  into  t}ie  fire|  and  then  emj^yed  my- 
jBelf  in  packing  up  if  hat  nepessaries  oould  be  ccmveniently 
parried  to  the  hou^  where  I  iptepdec^  to  go^ 

Madame  la  Birune  returned  two  hoiirs  before  the  time 
when  I  expepted  Vilotte,-^!  heard  b^  sieging  ft  gay  eie 
^  she  caiite  up  stairs.  She  knew  ihfi  state  pf  anxiety  in 
which  t  waS|  and  wishec|  to  anf|oip|^  to  me^  as  soon  a^ 
possible,  t])at  there  was  pothing  alauiHag  in  the  news  she 
prought.  As  sl^e  oj)§ne4  the  door  of  my  voom— *  Yoi| 
have  noticing  to  f^ar,  my  4i^r  madam,^  cried  she ;  *  yom 
inay  remain  here  in  perfect  security/  ' 

She  then  infi^ro^ed  me,  that  ^  die  had  been  witb  her 
*  and  ][uro||»to^  qf  i^f  W^^^^  ^99^^^  •.  ^  '^^ 
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0A  to  hkm  mj  «My,  «^hich  be  wm  in  fntt  pr^vicNiriy  ao» 
4(]iipiiitcd  with,  And  bad  fully  conrinced  him  of  the  countls 
intention  to  gratify  priirate  mtiikm  and  revenge,  under  the 
|irctext  of  puUic  zeal ;  that  while  the  was  enibreing  Mb 
mih  all  th^  wan^  whioh  her  regaid  for  me  prompttd, 
a  seirvant  bad  entered,  add  informed  him  that  CoUot  d^Her* 
bote  waited  in  another  room ;  that  her  friend  had  dir^otiy 
witfadrawn^  deshridg  her  to  watt  bitretorfi ;  that,  when  he 
did  return,  he  had  aarored  her  that  her  had  taken  effectu* 
ti  meuures  for  my  safety,  desiring  her  to  inform  me  that 
I'  wna  in  no  danger  of  b«tng  arrested,  and  bad  nothing  to 
dread  from  the  enmity  of  the  count* 

When  Vikitte  aniVed,  {  informed  him  of  these  cir« 
cumstances,  at  which  he  exprsssed  great  satisfaction,  say« 
ingy  ^  that  though  be  had  not  the  honour  of  knowing  the 
deputy  in  f]ue8tion,  he  was  weU  acquainted  with  his  Ugh 
reputation ;  and  that  the  assuranees  he  had  given  madame 
la  Brane  were  completely  to  be  relied  apoo.* 

I  remained,  acpcttdingly,  at  ber  bouse,  undisturbed  by 
fear  of  being  arrested^  or  by  any  moifr  visits  from  tl^ 
count, 

}  afterwards  come  to  the  knowledge  of  tbo  means  by 
wUcb  my  security  was  obtaiaed. 

The  count  had  cultivated  an  intimaey  with  St,  Jus^i 
a  member  of  the  convention,  and  a  great  tavoufite  of  Ro- 
bespierrCf  He  was  a  young  man  of  great  intrepidity  and 
coosiderabte  iatents,  After  having  said  that  be  was  a 
favourite  of  Robespierre,  U  ii  onneoessary  to  add  that  this 
Sif  Juste  was  a  most  cmsummate  villain. 

He  had  recommeiicbd  citizen  R"-  '  (for  that  was  the 
same  the  count  bad  assumed)  in  so  particular  a  manner, 
^at  he  also  was  considered,  at  this  time«  as  a  kind  of 
favourite  of  Robespierre^  The  count  was  so  vain  of  this 
honour,  that  he  neglected  bis  old  friend,  GoUotd^Herbois  ; 
and  a  coldness  bad  taken  place  between  them,  The  lat* 
tee  was  pi^^ued  at  the  eountV  neglect ;  and  he  hsrhourM 
beiddea  some  dlegree  of  jeakMisy,  on  account  of  his  growing 
fin^oor  with  the  dictator.  Thia  was  the  stiite  of  Colkit 
^^^ert^c^f^  Iiun4  yfhf tk  be  ^ed  op  madwie  la  |bruqe*f 
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fiiendy  as  has  been  mentioned.  The  latter  was  aoqiuunt- 
ed  with  the  eount^s  ancient  intimacy  with  Collotd'^Herbois^ 
but  knew  nothing  of  the  new  coldness.  D'Herbcns^  bu^ 
ness  was  to  request  a  situation  for  a  relation  of  his,  who 
was  an  engineer.  Immediately  after  granting  this  request^ 
madame  la  Brune's  friend  told  the  other  that  the  count 
had  conceived  ill-will  against  an  unfortunate  woman,  in 
whcmi  he  was  interest^^  hada  jrian  for  having  her  arrested 
and  confined,  on  pretences  that  were  unfounded,  and  beg* 
ged,  as  be  himself  was  unacquainted  with  the  count,  that 
d^H^rbois  would  prevail  on  him  to  drop  all  thoughts  of 
that  nature. 

^  You  may  depend  upon  it,^  said  d^Herbois,  ^  that  it 
•hall  be  done— I-U  go  to  him  immediately.^ 

^  You  are  sure  of  parsuading  him  ?  for  I  am  a  good 
deal  interested  in  the  business,'  resumed  the  other. 

^  Absolutely  sure,^  replied  d'Herbois. 

He  immediately  waited  on  the  count,  told  him  he  was 
sorry  to  understand  that  he  had  intentions  of  accusing  me, 
and  dssired  be  would  give  up  all  thoughts  of  it,  andJeave 
me  in  tranquillity* 

The  count  expressed  surprise  at  his  interference,  said 
there  was  great  ground  for  the  accusation,  and  refused  to 
ioomply  with  his  request 

Collot  d'^Herbois  said,  with  an  mr  of  menace,  <  I  would 
advise  you  not  to  push  that  matter  any  farther.* 

The  count,  with  heat^  told  him,  <  that  he  would  men^ 
tion  it  to  Robespierre  himself  that  very  day:  adding, 
*  How  will  you  answer  to  him  for  interfering  in  favour 
of  a  person  under  such  a  load  of  suspicion  as  that  lady  is  ?* 

'  How  will  you  answer  to  him,^  replied  d^Herbois,  <  for 
the  letter  you  wrote  to  Daoton  a  little  before  his  arrest 
and  execution  ?* 

<  That  letter  was  burnt,^  rejdied  the  count 

*  When  I  told  you  so,^  rejoined  Collot  d^Herbois,  with 
an  ironical  grin,  ^  I  did  not  recollect  that  I  hudjfrommer^ 
abunceof  mind,  slipped  it  into  my  pocket  instead  of  tlui 
fire :  I  was  surprised,  therefore,  to  find  it  among  my  pa» 
P«rs  this  morning.^ 
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Hie  face  of  the  count,  red-hot  wiih  nige  the  Inilant  be* 
fere,  became  cold  and  pale  at  this  annunciation ;  he  per* 
oetved  that  his  life  was  in  the  power  of  a  man  he  had  ne« 
glected  and  braved,  and  with  whose  vindictive  temper  h^ 
was  well  acquainted.  This  reflection*  after  he  had  stood 
A  moment  motionless,  began  to  shake  his  whole  frame  i 
when  he  attempted  to  qpeak,  his  teeth  chattered  in  such 
a  manner  that  he  could  not  articulate  a  syllable, 

After  having  for  some  time  enjoyed  his  terror,  *  I  see,* 
Mtid  CoUot  d'Herbms,  ^  that  you  are  a  little  discomposed 
at  this  intelligence ;  you  may  rest  assured,  however,  that 
ymir  friend  Robespierre  shall  not  see  your  kind  epistle  to 
his  friend  Danton,  until  I  hear  that  the  lady  in  questioa 
b  arrested,  or  that  you  make  some  attempt  to  disturb 
her.* 

When  the  count  had  recovered  himself,  he  assured 
d*Herbois,  *  that  he  might  have  obtained  what  he  require 
ed  of  him  by  a  single  word ;  but  that  he  had  been  im^ 
pdled  to  affect  reluctance  merely  by  the  abrupt  and  per 
xemptory  manner  in  which  the  request  had  been  made; 
that  he  must  be  sensible  that  there  was  no  man  on  earth 
for  whom  he  had  so  great  an  esteem ;  that,  as  for  the 
lady,  she  might  rely  on  never  being  dbturbed  by  him ; 
that  very  probably  the  reports  he  had  heard  of  her  oane-* 
sponding  with  emigrants  were  false ;  and  that,  if  so,  he 
would  be  very  happy  to  do  her  all  the  service  in  his 
power ;  and  that  Collot  d'Herbois  might  rely  on  his  con* 
ducting  himself  in  that  business,  as  in  every  thing  else, 
oonformably  to  the  friendship  he  had  long  felt  for  him.*  ' 

l^Herbois  answered  with  declarations  of  friendship  e* 
qudly  sincere ;  but,  in  the  spirit  of  his  original  profess 
sion,  as  a  buffoon,  he  could  not  refrun  from  embracing 
the  count  a  little  too  much  ^  la  pantabme,  which  convin* 
ced  the  count  that  the  other  intended  the  reverse  of  what 
be  said :  that  idea  engrossed  his  tboughts,-frthe  guillotine 
was  constantly  before  his  eyes ;  andy  as  Robespierre  was 
the  person  from  whose  immediate  mandate  he  dreaded 
death,  be  thought  of  nothing,  from  that  moment,  but 
how  to  overturn  his  power ;  andj  having  discovered  that 
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•mne  etller  of  ]l5b^|l)eiil!^oid  friettd^,  imiditft  #hii  Bad 
beed  his  ac^oHipUoes  in  8o  iUMf  tbUl^ders,  Wi^«,  fi^om  ft 
fiid{4cioii  of  his  intentkm  tt>  n^utd^r  Ih^iii  uk^^  turn  him 
Memiesy  the  oouBt  jbih«d  iti  thdr  pktck 

Their  consptiraey  was  hutfiedl  into  ^xi^eutlm  bj  the  ia4. 
teiftperatiee  of  Bobei^ierf^  M&W^lfi  I'hki  itiatt  Ittd  s» 
fetig  sported  Whh  the  lives  of  Mil  touiitrjm^tt^  WithDM 
meeting  inpitb  resistftoee^  that  bn  Ibst  att  pmdfetiee  or  sense 
of  danger;  andj  after  having  been  obeyed  itnpliettly  in 
the  murder  of  many  thonsidids  of  innocent  people^  b* 
lost  his  owii  life  by  tbrHMfdiiig  that  of  a  ft#  exeenhl^ 
villains. 

;  While  the  eontest  ccmtidtted,  the  eaudt  kept  aloof.  Aa 
soon  as  it  was  knowii  that  Bbbespierre,  Coutfaon>  St* 
Juste,  and  Henriot,  were  massacred,  he  appeared  iii  tb^ 
front  lanic  of  the  vietofs,  anii  was  amMg  the  Very  loudest 
deelaimers  against  the  cruelties  of  Robes{»e]*rey  wbom  bis 
BOW  represetited  as  tbe  greatest  motister  tbitt  ^vertha 
eitth  had  produced.  Bai^rre  and  Collot  d'Rerbcw  at« 
tempted  to  play  tbe  saifie  ifafiie^  but  with  less  success^ 
TatKea  unuiasked  the  first ;,  and  tbe  count  H^as  indefati^ 
gable  in  his  endeavours  to  ^nd  the  second  to  the  scaffold* 
Thb  timni  iiowevef,  who  had  deserved  the  wheel  inil 
tbousaiid  iustauee^^  escaped  with  banisbment. 

A  few  days  afteiT  Bobespien^  hod  beeii  dragged  exjw^ 
ing  to  tbe  s^tfibld,  amidst  tbe  exec^atiotis  of  a  muhituda 
who  worshipped  him  two  days  befbrej  I  received  a  visit 
frcmi  Madame  Coehon.  In  tbe  days  el  fidatid  and  the 
Girondists,  this  womlm  bad  always  sjioken  of  Robespierre 
as  a  madman :  after  their  destrucUon  she  acknowledged 
that  she  had  mistaken  his  ebaraeter,  fctt*  she  then  saw  thab 
he  was  a  mast  disinterest^  patriot,  and  the  only  man  in 
France  who  had  sufficieut  energy  for  conducting  tbe  re* 
iniUic  through  the  roeks,  quicksands,  and  hurricane^  of 
tbe  revolutkn.  Madame  Coehon  thought  l^r^elf  won^ 
derfutly  eloquent,  and  deak  nfuch  in  hackneyed  meta& 
pbor.  At  this  viist  I  fbiind  t\mA  die  had  resumed  ber  o* 
Hginol  opinion  bf  Robespierre,  with  the  addition  of  Ma 
|if in^  tb^  most  ipisehievous  i^nd  cru^l  ef  ouidmeo.    Wftb 
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n  vhm  to  «oqu w  f«r<9lir  i^tb  tbcm  who  iind  ^esUoy^^ 
hkm  rad  g%m  impprt^Bfi^t  «be  gav^  out  ^bat  th^  fqUQvinff 

Wl^a  ^e  t^p^e^  ttii»  ii$iH9rtioil  to  m^  in  tlie  pi^ 
^nce  of  m44wie  Im  Bru»e«  w)h»  was  fipAt^i|u«Mi  of  it»  fiiUie^ 
faood,  tb0  Ut;teir^oiiid  PQt  help  saying*-^^  It  is  a  gra^l 
pity  that  th^  podciet-bookt  i?iuch  doet  yon  «o  muich  b<»«^ 
ncmv,  cpq)d  m^yet  b©  fouad.^ 

^  4ih  V  eried  MfuiaipQ  .Coehoii,  n  Uttle  t«K>  hustilj^  <  b^ 
liiirat  it  before  bis  QXeculioo/ 

<  {t  is  vqadeHuU  th^»'  replied  m^nie  U  9rune,  <  b9«r 
you  oMie  to  kmw  tbM  sii^  •iBc»wfaod<tmb«d  eve«  beew 
in  it* 

^  It  i«  by  no  means  wonderful**  «aid  the  yiecirngibte 
bypo^te,  *  »i«oe  Providence,  has  ordl»n^»  ibn;  pUnt  og 
murder^  as  irell  as  murder  itaelf^  ^r^  oft$m  br4aMgIit  l« 
light  in  4  miraculous  manner ;  fm4  I  da  awv^  you«  mj 
friend,  that  I  was  doomed  to  death  by  that  moaater  J^obek 
q>ieirre  i*  She  said  this  iq  a  dQ)9f^l  vm^t  49d  seemed 
ceady  to  cry. 

^  JUin^^  toar  ofuenM^Ujf  ^mkh  tiji  gmr  eye,*  re^ 
jmned  iaad«m  hi  Bruae)  *  but  recolleet  ^at  it  vns  the 
monster  himaelf,  and  npt  yoii»  thutt  was  giuUntinedi— Dd 
not  cry,  my  dear  madwi»  your  Ik^fA  i»  «UU  upon  your 
aboulders.* 

I  bave  observed^  mydiear  Mim  Gbfford,  {oonCipued  th« 
marcbJiooe$9>,  that  vwi  people  ar0  exeeediiigly  bUal  fici 
Um  ridicule  they  excite.  This  woman  was  a  very  greiift 
hypocrite  ;  she  bad  all  the  de^re  possible  to  deceive,  buft 
hw  vanity  p^t  it  out  of  hev  power.  It  was  obviotts  that 
mudame  bt  Brune  sneeted.at  herxi  yet  she  eentinued  ta 
^urisb  about  her  sensibility  a  considerable  lime  befave 
^  (ondied  oui  the  reasl  busmesafor  which  sfae  b«d  come: 
at  last,  howevec,  slie  ^ke  about  thecount.«^She.waa 
exceedingly  sorrow  that  any  misunderstanding  bad  taken 
place  between  him  and  me>  to  her  bnowledge  he  had  iha* 
most  sincere  respect  and  friendsbi|>  for  me;  wished  to  h» 
4>f  use  to  me;  and  then  expatiated  on  the  need  that  every^ 
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cMie,  pftrdculait/a  young  woman  in  my  situatioily  hid  of 
protection  ;*  and  finished  by  saying,  *  that  die  count  was 
intimately  connected  with  those  who  had  overturned  Bo* 
besperre;  that  he  had  been  acquainted  with  all  thdr 
phmsy  and  was  likely  to  continue  in  trust  and  favour  with 
them ;  and,  even  on  the  supposition  that  they,  like  others^ 
should  be  turned  out  of  power,  (she  added),  that  he  pos« 
aesse^  such  address,  and  such  an  accommodating  versatile 
Sty  of  conduct,  that  she  knew  no  man  who  stood  a  fairer 
chance  of  acquiring  the  favour  of  their  successors,  how- 
ever opposite  their  system  might  be  to  the  measures  he  now 
auppcvted ;  that  the  fnendship  and  protection  of  such  a 
man  was  of  great  advantage  at  any  time,  but  particularly 
at  the  present  moment^ 

Having  urged  those  considerations  at  some  length,,  she 
took  her  leave,  in  the  hopes,  no  doubt,  that  they  would 
have  the  effect  she  intended.  She  assured  me,  as  she  was 
going,  that  she  would  have  the  pleasure  of  waiting  on  me 
again  very  soon. 

I  afterwards  was  informed,  on  better  authority  than  Ma- 
dame  Cochon^s,  that  the  count  really  was.  in  considerable 
credit  with  those  in  power,  but  that  madame  la  Brune^s 
friend  was  under  confinement  On  this,  my  dread  of  be- 
ing persecuted  by  the  malice,  or,  what  I  dreaded  still 
more,  by  the  love  of  the  count,  returned  in  fiill  force. 

I  began,  therefore,  to  arrange  matters  for  chan^ng  my 
lodging;  but  I  concealed  my  purpose  from  madame  la 
Brune,  not  from  any  want  of  confidence  in  her,  but  that 
she  might  be  enabled  to  declare,  witk  truths  that  she  knew 
not  of  my  goiiig,  nor  where  I  was. 

Madmne  la  Brune  suspected  my  intention,  and  com- 
plained of  me  for  harbouring  it.  I  acknowledged  my  hav- 
ing resumed  my  former  plan  of  concealing  myself  with  the 
old  woman,  and  that  I  had  not  mentioned  it  to  her,  on 
purpose  to  save  her  from  being  suspected  by  the  count  of 
any  previous  knowledge  of  my  leaving  her  house ;  for  I 
knew  that  she  had  given  him  reason  to  expect  that  she 
would  inform  him,  in  case  I  should  ever  think  of  taking 
thai  itep. 
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She  saidi,-  ^  that  she  was  oonirinced  of  the  prudence  of 
my  immediately  trying  to  eonceal  myself;  but  she  ques« 
tkmed  my  being  able  to  remain  long  so  at  the  old  wo* 
man's,  where  I  should  also  be  miserably  aocommodated«r 
She  therefore  advised  me  to  leave  Paris.^  She  owned^ 
*  that  the  count  had  exacted  of  her  that  she  should  give 
htm  notice  in  case  I  thought  of  quitting  her  house;  bnC 
that  he  had  no  right  to  make  such  an  exaction ;  that  he 
could  not  have  made  it  for  any  honest  purpose ;  and  there- 
fore  she  would  pay  no  regard  to*  it  As  for  the  count's 
suspecting  me  of  assisting  you  to  escape,*  said  she,  *  that 
he  will  do  at  any  rate ;  for  villains  are  always  suspicious : 
but,  thank  heaven  !*  added  she,  *  they  are  to  be  deceived 
as  well  as  other  people ;  and  I  have  no  scruple  in  deceiv* 
ing  them ;  being  persuaded,  that  an  over*deIi(SBcy  in  that 
point  gives  them  an  advantage  over  honest  people  whiehf 
they  have  no  right  to.  After  you  are  gone,  therefore,  I 
shall  have  circumstances  arranged,  and  a  story  prepared, 
that  will  tend  to  remove  his  suspidons  of  me  more  effect* 
ually  than  if  I  had  really  known  nothing  of  the  matter, 
and  been  unprepared  to  deceive  him,  as  he  deserves  to  be/ 

I  did  not  think  madame  la  Brune's  reasoning  unexcep« 
tionaUe,  more  thaa  her  conduct  in  other  respects ;  for  it 
was  impossible  not  to  see  that  she  was  the  mistress  of  the 
deputy  with  whom  die  had  so  much  influence.  What 
surprised  me  was,  to  find  that,  notwithstanding  this  lati- 
tude of  reasoning  and  behaviour,  she  was  scrupulously  ob- 
servant of  certain  religious  ceremonies,  of  far  less  import- 
ance ;  an  instance  of  which  I  will  mention,  because  it  is  a 
strong  proof  of  the  inconsistency  of  sentiment  on  religious 
Subjects,  even  in  characters  by  no  means  devoid  <^  saga- 
city in  other  matters. 

One  evening  that  I  passed  with  her  alone,  after  a  good 
deal  of  conversation,  in  which  she  expressed  a  full  belief 
in  all  the  doctrines  of  the  church,  I  could  not  help  saying, 
*  With  so  firm  a  belief  in  all  those  things,  how  can  you 
maintain  the  conduct  you  do  in  a  certain  point  ?  She  an- 
swered, widi  the  most  perfect  mSoeiij  and  seemingly  uO- 
conscious  of  saying  any  thing  singular^--^*  Because,  to  be- 
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list e  oQgta  m6  MKhtng ;  bul  to  duuigtf  mgr  ^«»ft<}iidt,  in  f fttf 
inrtiele  jou  dlude  to»  would  omt  me  a  great  deal.^ 

The  whole  of  her  oonduel  towards  we,  faoweTer"^  war 
tuyfiiltdy  generous  etid  fVieniilj  t  abd  appeared  the  mani 
80^  b«oaiMe»  at  the  terj  time  that  she  waa  expoatng  heiw 
Mif  io  cUager^  ead  taking  do  ittaeh  trotible  aa  my  aeeotiat, 
die  was  tiader  gteat  cooeera  aAd  dread:  for  the  aafiity  of 
htn  own  protector; 

I  determined  to  fblbw  bet  adriee  in  leaviArg  Faria;  aady 
after  nrneh  reAeetion»  could  think  of  no  plade  where  I 
eould  be  niore  aec^Hnre  dtan  in  the  house  of  that  persotvwhor 
had  find  up  the  debt  due  tor  my  fathm".    The  domettiicf 
who  bed  fonnerly  attended  aae  m  the  Jour^ney  was  at  this 
liBM  with  one  of  tbe  ariaries.     I  sent,  tfaerefors,  for  my 
liaver-iailiDg  friend  Vik>tte ;  mformed  him  of  my  purpose ; 
tM  he  readily  agreed  to  acebmpany  my  nsaid  and  me  to* 
tke  place  of  our  destination.    By  hb  means  we  procured 
I^Miporls^  imder  false  namesy  and  aoiebmpliriied  the  jour- 
Bey  bqpiNly»  though  not  without  a  imety  of  dangers  ahd 
riiJES^  which  I  shall  omit  to  enumerate.    I  was  retieivedf 
itt  the  kindest  maniter  hy  my  friend  irtid  his  fiio^ily.   AAer 
hating  vemuned  nnmdested  with  them  a  considerable 
tseopsy  I  reeeired  a  letter  from  madame  Ja  Brune^  in  whieh 
ihe  informed  me^  ^  ftat  Madame  Coehoa  had  ctdled  twtr 
days  after  my  departure ;  had  been  surprised  and  irritate 
ed»  on  hearing  that  1  had  abruptly  left  tbe  house  without 
giving  her  aotiee  f  that  the  count  himsrif  had  ei^ed  the* 
day  after  ;  that  he  had  raged  like  a  fury ;  accused  her  of 
bung  accessary  to  my  escape,  and  bad  abused  her  in  very 
gross  terms ;  that  this  faadf  furnished  her  with  af  pretesrt 
for  refusing  to  answer  any  of  his  questibns^  by  some  of 
which  she  would  hate  been  very  much  embarrassed :  that' 
he  hisd  afterwards  tried  ooaxing  and  bribing,  to  prevail  on 
hat  to  acquaint  him  with  the  place  of  my  concealment  ;• 
Ibat  she  had  not  altogether  seemed  deaf  to  these  argu^ 
meats;  buty  after  having  oonvineed  him  that  she  hac^ 
hao^N^  nothing  of  my  going  away,  and  had  with  all  dUi« 
gence  been  endeavouring  to  discover  where  I  was,  she 
hod  ^^n  him:  a  ofxt  for  finding  me  out,«i«iirhich  eue/ 
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idded  $he»  <  wiUjUre^  kU  rt8e(frehe$  fir  etim$gk  frwrn  tU 

place  you  are  inJ* 

About  a  fortnight  after  this»  I  received  a  second  letter 
from  madame  la  Brune^  to  acquaint  me,  that  she  bad  jupt 
learnty  from  the  count  himself,  *  that  he  had  heard  of  my 
former  journey;  had  some  suspicion  where  I  actually 
was,  and  proposed  to  send  certain  agents  to  discover  whe- 
ther his  suspicions  were  well  founded ;  that  she,  on  her 
part,  had  done  every  thing  she  could  to  turn  him  from 
his  purpose ;  but,  as  she  was  not  certain  of  having  8uc« 
ceeded,  she  gave  me  this  notice,  that  I  might  be  on  my 
guard.* 

This  alarmed  me  so  much,  that  I  slept  out  of  my 
friend^'s  house  the  night  on  which  I  got  the  letter.  By 
.  the  very  next  post  I  received  another,  Iq  which  madama 
la  Brune  informed  me,  *  that  she  had  waited  on  the  count 
the  day  after  their  last  conversation,  and  had  told  him, 
that,  in  consequence  of  haying  written  to  a  friend  at  hide, 
to  give  her  information  of  the  arrival  of  any  person  at  that 
town  who  answered  to  the  description  she  had  given  of 
me,  she  had  received  an  account  of  such  a  person  having 
just  arrived  there  :  that,  on  this  information,  the  oountf 
as  she  wished,  bad  immediately  set  out  for  Lisle/  Ma* 
dame  la  Brune  added,-^*  On  his  arrival  there,  be  will  b^ 
told,  that  the  person  he  is  in  search  of  had  gone  to  St. 
Omer^s  some  hours  before  his  arrival:  he  will  of  ooura? 
proceed  to  St  Omer's ;  and,  when  he  gets  there,  he  will 
find  that  nobody  knows  what  is  become  of  the  fugitive/ 
She  concludes,  *  that  she  gives  me  this  ioformatioi),  that 
I  may  have  time  to  make  the  arrang^misots  necessary  for 
/emovimg  entirely  from  my  present  place  of  concealment, 
and  finding  another,  where  I  could  remain  in  security ; 
for  she  was  persuaded,  that  as  soon  as  the  count  diould 
return  to  Paris,  he  would  resume  his  fomier  suqiicion,  and 
.    set  out  for  the  place  where  I  then  was. 

In  consequence  of  this  information,  I  resolved  to  go  to 
Greneva.  By  the  means  of  the  excel^t  m^n  with  whom 
J  had  lodged,  I  performed  this  journey,  ikud  w|is  receivedy 
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inriih  tny  mmdr  into  the  hcKOM  df  ff  watctittiaker,  wttk  whom^ 
my  friend  had  long  dealt,  and  to  whom  he  had  been  of^ 
material  service  in  the  way  of  his  business.  His  family 
consisted  of  his  wife  and  two  young  children. 

With  this  family  I  lived  in  the  most  private  manner : 
they  were  worthy  people.  As  I  was  pleased  with  their 
conversation,  and  was  provided  with  whatever  books  I  re- 
quired, I  seldom  wished  to  go  abroad ;  but  my  kind  land- 
lady, being  ^afraid  that  too  much  confinement  would  in- 
jure my  health,  prevailed  on  me  sometimes  to  take  a  walk 
with  her.  Afr  we  crossed  the  Flain-palais  one  day  toge- 
ther, I  saw,  at  some  little  distance,  two  men  in  French 
uniforms,  one  of  whom  struck  me  as  haying  a  resemblance 
to  a  fellow  whom  I  remembered  to  have  seen  attending 
the  count.  I  turned  back  immediately,  begging  my 
companion  to  attend  me  home  as  fast  as  possible.  Being 
near  the  gate  which  opens  to  Plain-palius,  we, soon  enter*** 
ed  the  town,  and  hurried  home  with  all  expedition.  I. 
informed  my  landlord  and  his  wife  of  the  cause  of  my 
alal'm  i  they  endeavoured  to  encourage  me  with  the  hope 
that  I  had  not  been  noticed  by  this  fellow,  or  that  he 
might  hot  be  the  person  I  took  him  fbr  :  those  hopes 
were  diminished  that  same  evening ;  when  my  landlord 
was  infermed,  that  a  French  soldier  had  been  inquiring, 
at  the  shop  Opposite  to  his  house,  <  Who  the  lady  was 
%ho  lived  with  him  ?— How  long  she  had  been  at  Geneva  ? 
—When  she  intended  to  feave  it  ? — and  other  particulars/ 

This  account  terrified  me  exceedingly,  because  of  the 
dread  and' subjection  in  which  the  inhabitants  of  the  once 
free  and  happy  city  of  Geneva  were  held  by  the  tyranny 
of  France.  When  I  demanded  of  my  landlord,  *  Whe* 
ther  I  ttould  depend  on  the  ma^strikes  for  protection,  in, 
case  any  attempt  were  made  against  my  liberty,  through 
the  influence  of  France,^  he  said^ — <  It  would  be  best  not 
to  risk  it.* 

This  man,  though  in  o^er  respects  a  man  of  sense  |md 
worth,  had  been  a  favourer  of  our  revolution.  He 
thought  the  French  republic  would,  from  sympathy,  sup^ 
port  the  ixidependence  of  Geneva.   I  knew  his  sentimenta- 
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and  th^inefore  repeated,  witli  surprise,--^  Rbk  it !  Does 
the  iitdependence  of  Gkoeva  run  any  risk  from  the  repub-* 
lit  of  France  ?  Can  it  countenance  any  attempt!  against 
general  or  individual  liberty  ?* 

He  shook  bis  bead^  and  made  an  answer  flattering,  my 
dear  Miss  Clifibrd^  to  your  eotmtry.*— *  I  am  now  con^ 
vinced,*  said  be,  *  that  power  in  republics,  as  well  as  iir 
monarchies,  has  always  a  tendeney  to  be  oppressive ;  and 
that  liberty,  as  well  in  mon^diies  as  in  republics,  bas  a 
tendency  to  be  turbulent :  power  and  liberty,  therefore, 
are  seldom  on  good  terms  in  either.  I  do  not  recollect 
any  instance  cf  their  being  combined,  and  limited  so  as  to* 
produce  the  general  bteppines^  of  the  people,  in  any  re-^ 
public,  nor  in  any  monarchy,  exeept  that  of  Great  Britain,' 
since  the  revolution  in  thai  country  jn  the  year  1688.^ 

He  then  told  me,  <  that  he  had  a  friend^  advanced  itc 
life,  who  had  been  so  disgusted  with  the  dissensions  and 
tumults  of  which  Greneva  had  been  the  scene  since  our  re^ 
volution,  that  he  had  taken  a  smaH  house  in  a  very  re-* 
tired  and  romantic  spot  near  the  tillage  of  Cluse,  where 
he  lived  with  h%s  sister^  a  lady  Mibo  had  long  before  been 
disgusted  with  mankind  rn  general ;  not,  indeed,  on  ac-^ 
eount  of  a  revolution  in  the  state,  but  in  the  affections  of 
one  man^  who  had  proved  faithless  to  her:'  adding^ 
*  that  they  hardly  ever  saw  or  corresponded  with  any 
person,  eJL<eept  when  he  himself  paid  them  a  vi^it,  or  had 
occasion  to  yvrite  to  the  brother/  To  this  person's  house 
my  landlord  offered  to  conduct  me^  Ksstiring  me  of  ft  WeU 
eome.  I  agreed  to^  tbe  p^oposaV  with  eagerness.  We  set  out 
the  following  day ;  and,  at  mjr  arrival,  I  received  from  this 
gentleman  and  his  sister  the  welcome  I^  had  been  promised/ 

Before  I  left  Geneva,  I  had  written  to  my  husband^ 
who  was  still  with  the  prince  of  Gondfe^  expressing  my  de« 
we  of  passing  to  Germany,  as  soon  as  I  eould  know 
where  be  mhed  me  to  reside;-  and  desiring  him  to  ad- 
dress to  mef  under  cover,  to  my  landlord  at  Geneva^  whof* 
would  deliver  hie  lettei^s,^  of  transmit  them  to  me,  wher&r 
ever  I  might  ber 
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HVhile  I  watted  ^th  impatieiice  for  wa  wxkmmr  £d  tlit 
letter,  I  received  one  fiom  madmne  Ja  Brune,  in  wiueh  slie 
informed  me,  <  that  before  the  count  returned  from  hia 
expedition  to  Lisle  and  St.  Omer^s,  she  had  prepared  a 
yery  plauuble  story  to  amuse  him,  and  remote  any  suspi* 
cion  which  mig^t,  naturally  enough,  bare  amen  in  his 
mind,  of  her  having  intentionally  deceived  him ;  that, 
though  she  had  never  seen  a  man  so  veied  as  he  was  at 
his  d^sappaintment,  and  at  tiie  thoughts  of  having  for 
ever  lost  me,  she  had  appeared  to  be  as  vexed  as  him  ; 
that  she  was  not  quite  certain,  however,  of  having  entire- 
ly removed  his  suspicions ;  that  his  passion  for  me  was  a» 
violent  as  ever ;  that  he  talked  much  of  the  happy  situa-' 
tkm  in  which  it  Was  in  his  powor,  as  well  as  his  indina-^ 
tioQ,  to  place  me ;  that  he  would  forget  all  the  trouble  I 
had  given  him,  and  enable  me  to  live  in  opulence,  unoon* 
trolled,  and  entirely  according  to  my  own  taste/  Madame 
la  Brune  observed,  *  that  his  insisting  so  much  on  these 
topes  looked  a  little  as  if  he  stiU  suspected  that  she  knew 
where  I  ivas,  and  would  inform  me  of  aU  he  said/ 

[This  woman  you  muatperceive,  my  deiur,  isexceedingr 
ly  shrewd  and  cunning ;  but,  though  I  must  ever  think  on 
her>  with  gratitude,  and  should  be  happy  to  render  her 
any  prefer  service,  I  should  like  her  better  if  she  had  lesa 
cunning,  and  more  true  wisdom :  cunning  is  very  apt  to 
grow  into  knavery,  whereas  wisdom  tends  to  make  feofie 
honest.] 

.  The  most  interesting  part  of  lier  epistle  ^as  the  poet* 
script,  which  acquainted  me  with  her  having  just  learnt 
that  the  count  had  left  Paris,  and  that  be  was  gone  to 
Chambery,  where  a  certain  person  who  had  been  long 
looked  on  as  a  creature  of  bis  acted  as  a  commissioner. 

This  intelligence  alarmed  me  so  mudi,  that  I  immedi- 
ately sent  a  peasant  with  a  letter  :to  my  friend  the  watch-- 
maker at  Geneva,  beg^og  his  advice,  and  informing  him 
that  I  had  heard  this  commissioner  spoken  of  as  a  man  de- 
vjoid  of  principle,  and  devoted  to  the  count ;  so  that,  if  he 
should  by  any  accident  discover  where  I  was^  I  might,  by 
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tiiemillioriily  <»f  the  foimer^  be  arrested  on  the  tli^tett 
pretext,  «nd  fell  into  the  power  of  the  letter. 

The  worthy  GencTCMt  saw  my  danger  in  the  same  lighjt 
I  did.  myself,  and  he  was  as-  eager  to  relieve  me  fifom  it  as 
if  he  had  been  my  father.  His  answer  was,  <  that  the 
safest  place,  i»  his  (^nion,  that  I  could  retire  to  was  Ve- 
▼ay;  that  he  would  write  to  a  trus^  person  of  his  ao» 
^luaiotanee,  who  lived  there,  to  be  ready  to  receive  and 
accommodate  me  immediately  on  my  arrival;*  and  he  de* 
aired  me  to  meet  hiia  early  in  the  morning  of  the  day^  af- 
ter reemving  his  letter,  at  a  certain  village,  from  whence 
he  would  conduct  me  to  the  hike  of  Geneva,  where  a  boat 
srould  be  ready  to  carry  my  msud  and  me  across  to  Vevay. 

It  afterwards  appeared^  however,  tliat  all  my  suspicions, 
from  the  time  I  had  seen  the  fellow  in  the  Plain-palais, 
had  been  well  founded  t  he  wa»  one  of  the  ruffians  whom 
the  count  maintained^  and  always  had  at  his' command. 
This  fellow  had  been  sent  by  the  count  from  Cbarobeiy 
to  Geneva,  for  the  express  purpose  of  getting  some  ac- 
counts concerning  me:  be  had  remarked  my  suddenly 
turning  from  him,  and  hastening  within  the  gate;  and  had 
afterwards  made  inquiries,  which  confirmed  him  in  the 
notion  that  I  was  the  person  he  was  in  search  of.  He 
had  given  this  information  to  the  count,  who  had  direct- 
ly come  to  Geneva,  in  the  hopes  of  canrying  me  off  by 
\aome  means  or  other  from  that  city,  on  his  arrival  there  ; 
And,  finding  that  I  liad  left  it,  he  had  taken  pains  to  dis 
.eover  where  I  had  gone,  in  which  he  succeeded;  and, 
finally,  had  applied  to  the  commissioner,  who,  subservient 
to  all  his  views,  had  given  an  order  for  arresting  me,  on 
the  pretext  of  my  carrying  on  a  correspondence  with  the 
enemies  of  France. 

After  every  thing  was* arranged  for  our  departure,  W 
cording  to  the  directions  of  my  friend  the  Genevois, 
.  while  I  was  conversing  after  supper  with  my  worthy  host 
and  his  sister,  in  the  expectation  of  setting  out  next  morn- 
ing, a  servant,  entering  the  room  abruptly,  told  us,  *  that 
ihe  house  was  surrounded  by  a  party  of  French  soldiers.' 
You  may  cmceiv^^  what  a  Uiunder*stroke  this. was  tome. 
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4liB  HOESABllt. 

Iffy  landlord,  whose  natural  steadiness  of  tempjn*  was  fort- 
ified by  the  study  and  practice  of  philosophy,  seeing  thf 
atate  in  which  I  was,  said*  *  Fifty  to  one  it  is  a  mistake, 
founded  on  false  information ;  they  hiqppen  daily/—-*  The 
person  who  commands  the  party  is  placing  sentinels  a> 
round  the  house;  he  seems  a  civil  man,*  s^id  the  servant 
to  his  master,  *  and  he  desired  me  to  tell  you,  sir,  that 
you  need  not  be  alarmed^  fcnr  he  has  orders  not  to  injure 
you  in  the  least/ 

*  I  am  glad  that  ^  party  is  under  command,*  replied 
0ur  landlord  ^doud :  *  in  that  ease,  as  we  ard  fill  innocent, 
none  ofua  need  be  alarmed/ 

As  Uie  officer  was  entering,  I  turned  my  back  to  the 
door,  from  the  dread  that  he  might  be  accompanied  by^ 
the  count*  Addressing  my  landlord,  he  said, '  I  am  sor* 
ry,  sir,  that  my  duty  obliges  me  to  disturb  you  in  the 
least ;  but  my  orders  reach  not  you ;  they  only  regard  a 
}ady  who  lives  in  your  house/ 

I  cannot  describe  how  I  was  affected,  when,  struck  with 
the  voice  of  this  officer,  I  turned  suddenly  and  recognis- 
ed the  very  person  who  had  accompanied  me  on  my  jour-r 
ney  from,  juid  return  to,  Paris,  when  %  w^ent  for  the  mo- 
ney. 

He  seemed  as  mudi  astonished  as  I  was.  *  Grood 
Heaven  T  said  I,  *  St.  Jean,  are  you  come  to  arrest  me  V 

*  To  arrest  ytm  P  exdaiined  he,  with  the  accent  of  hor-? 
ror,  shaking  his  bead.  'He  llien  paused,  looked  around, 
shut  the  door,  and  repeated,  ^  Arrest  you !  my  dear  ma* 
liam,  never,  never,  never/ 

f  Who  then  are  you  come  to  arrest?'  said  I. 
*  *  My  dear  lady/  replied  he,  *  let  me  recover  my  senses  ^^ 
and,  after  looking  first  my  landlord,  and  then  his  sister, 
stedfastly  in  the  faite,  1x0  said  to  me,-^<  Am  I  safe  to 
speak?' 

<  I  will  answer  for  this  gentleman  and  lady  as  for  my? 
self,  St.  Jean/  said  I. 

^    <  Will  you?*  replied  the  good  fellow;  <  then  I  will 

'  speak  freely.— In  case  you  should  escape  from  this,  do 

^ou  know  of  any  place  in  which  you  could  b?  concealed  f" 
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r  ^  I  waos  preparing  to  set  out  for  sach'a  plate  when  you 
arrived/  said  L 

*  Would  to  heavea  I  had  fallen  and  broken  ray  leg 
when  I  was  hastening  hither,'  said  he. 

'  I  believe  you  had  best  inform  this  good  man  of  the 
jHrhole  of  your  schema/  said  our  landlord,  addressing  me. 

I  did  so  directly* 

St  Jean  listened  with  attention ;  and  when  I  had  finish- 
jed, — ^  It  ,wiU  dV  sAid  h^  risiiig  mith  an  air  of  satisfac- 
tion. He  the;n  djesired  to  be  excused,  saying,  he  had 
oome  dispositions  ,to  make ;  but  would  return  in  a  short 
time.  • 

<  Are  yen  absolutely  certain  of  this  jpaan'^  fidelity?* 
aiHid  ihe  sister,  as  soon  as  he  left  the  room. 

^  As  much  as  of  any  man  alive,'  said  J. 

<  That  may  be,'  said  the  si«ter  with  a  profound  sigh ; 
^  but  no  man  alive  is  to  be  trusted.' 

I  recollected  what  the  Genevois  had  told  me,  that  this 
lady  had  in  her  youth  been  deceived  by  a  man ;  and  I 
Jiad  perceived  that  a  long  course  of  intervening  years  had 
jiot  plucked  the  footed  sorrow  from  her  breast. 

^  Do  you  not  perceive,  my  dear  sister,'  said  our  land- 
jiord^  ^thatthe  time  for  distrust  is  past;  we  are  in  the 
mw's  pow«r ;  th^  leaiet  appearance  of  di^truist  now  would 
pnly  irrit^ite.' 

St.  Jean  retjurned.  We  were  surprised  to  see  him  ac* 
eompanied  by  ]the  footman  and  the  two  maids,  the  only 
servants  bjUpoging  to  the  house.  We  were  alarmed  when 
he  desired  that  th^y  should^be  shut  up  ^n  a  room,  and  the 
key  delivered  fo  him. 

This  extraordin^y  request  was  immediately  complied 
with.  After  which,  St*  Jean,  shutting  the  door,  address- 
ed  us  as  follows,,  in  a  low  yoice. 

<  You  have  acquainted  me  with  the  plan  formed  for 
the  marchioness's  escape  previous  to  my  unlucky  arrivaL 
I  will  now  inform  you  of  the  measures  I  shall  take  for  its 
being  still  carried  into  execution.  The  orders  I  have  re« 
reived  are  general,  and  simply  to  arrest  a  lady  living  with 
this  gentlen^an  :-rlittle  did  I  imagine  that  this  lady,  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


daughter  of  my  benefhctor ,  was  the  person.  I  will  ruu 
any  risk  to  secure  her  escape  from  the  danger  with  which 
she  is  threatened ;  but  1  hope  it  may  be  effected  without 
much.  I  have  informed  the  party  under  my  command, 
that  the  lady  we  were  in  search  of  is  in  this  house ;  that 
it  would  be  foolish  to  think  of  moving  her  until  the  morn- 
ing.  I  have  placed  sentinels  before  and  behind  the  house* 
At  one  oVlock  precisely  there  will  be  a  sbldier  at  the  back- 
door,  whom  I  believe  I  migh(  trust ;  but  it  is  unneceSi- 
sary,  for  I  shall  myself  walk  around  the  house  at  that 
hour,  on  the  pretence  of  observing  whether  the  sentinels 
do  their  duty.  I  shall  then  bring  the  man  at  the  book* 
door  to  the  front  of  the  house,  and  there  amuse  him  and 
his  companion  with  repeated  and  minute  orders,  until  the 
marchioness  and  her  maid  shall  have  full  time  to  withdraw 
by  the  back-door,  and  to  g€%  at  a  distance  from  the  house, 
so  as  to  arrive  at  the  place  where  the  person  you  men* 
tioned  attends  to  accompany  them  ficross  the  lake.  On 
the  morning,^  continued  St.  Jean,  <  I  shall  be  under  the 
necessity  of  conducting  this  lady,^  pointing  to  our  land- 
lord's sister,  <  to  a  small  town  between  this  and  Cham*  , 
bery,  where  the  perspn  who  brought  me  the  commission. 
^r*s  orders  waits  my  arrival.  He  will  no  doubt  be  out  of 
humour  when  he  sees  the  mistake ;  but  he  must  impute 
it  to  the  want  of  precision  in  the  orders  he  gave  me,  and 
he  must  of  course  release  the  lady  directly.' 

The  sister  did  not  seem  very  fond  of  this  part  of  St. 
Jean's  plan  ;  but  when  the  brother  declared  his  intention 
to  accompany  her,  observing,  at  the  same  time,  that  it 
would  afford  her  satisfaction  the  rest  of  her  life  to  reflect, 
that,  by  a  small  piece  of  inconvenience,  she  had  been  the 
means  of  saving  a  person  she  esteemed  from  very  great 
distress,  perhaps  from  death,  she  agreed. 

I  could  not  help  expressing  a  fear,  however,  lest  St 
Jean  should  be  ^suspected  of  having  coilnived  at  my  e« 
acape ;  <  for,  after  all,'  said  I,  <  the  soldiers  who  are  here 
will  declare  that  there  were  two  ladies.^ 

<  The  soldiers,  my  dear  madam,*  siid  St  Jean,  <  can 
declare  no  sich  matters;  they  did  not  know  thai  therv 
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wfts  so  itittch  as  one  hSy  here  atitii  I  informed  them,  after 
I  went  last  out  of  this  room.  That  they  may  not  be 
made  aeqaainted  that  there  are  two  is  the  reason  of  my 
having  used  the  precaution  of  locking  up  the  only  per- 
sons who  can  give  them  that  information/ 

We  all  admired  the  prudence  and  address  of  St  Jean. 
After  some  consultation,  it  was  thought  expedient  to  li. 
berate  the  man  servant,  whose  silence  and  discretion  his 
master  declared  he  could  rely  on ;  and  who  was  highly 
useful,  at  the  appointed  hour,  in  conducting  my  maid  and 
me  to  the  place,  where  we  found  the  punctual  Genevois 
in  widtitig.  This  worthy  man  had  arranged  every  thing 
to  my  wish ;  and  he  never  quitted  us,  until  he  had  seen 
us  established  safely  at  Vevay. 

I  soon  after  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  from  him,  that 
our  host  and  his  sister  had  both  been  set  at  liberty  a  short 
time  after  the  party  had  conducted  them  to  the  town  from 
whence  they  set  out ;  that  St.  Jean  had  shewed  that  be 
had  adhered  literally  to  his  orders,  and  that  no  blame  was 
attached  to  him.  ^  But  I  was  informed,  at  the  same  time, 
of  what  gave  me  much  inquietude,  though  I  had  all  along 
suspected  it  in  part,  that  the  count  was  in  Savoy ;  that 
the  order  for  arresting  me  originated  in  him ;  that  he  re« 
mained  convinced  that  the  information  be  had  received 
was  true ;  but  that  he  had  been  persuaded  by  SU  Jean, 
that  I  must  have  left  the  house  before  his  arrival  with  the 
party ;  that  St  Jean  bad  been  ordered  to  Italy ;  and  that 
the  count  continued  his  researches  for  me  with  redoubled 
assiduity* 

Ail  this  intelligence  my  friend  the  Genevois  had  re« 
eeived  from  St.  Jean,  before  he  set  out  on  his  march.  J 
should  have  directly  left  Vevay,  had  I  not  expected  every 
day  to  hear  from  my  husband,  or  had  I  known  where  I 
could  be  in  more  safety. 

A  short  time  after  this  I  was  again  on  the  point  of  fall- 
ing into  the  power  of  my  persecutor.  From  that  supreme 
misery  I  was  saved  by  the  generous  interposition  and  in-* 
trepidity  of  one  who,  for  reasons  with  which  I  am  unacr 
iljuainted,  wishes  not  to  be  mentioned.    When  I  shall 
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ktx>w  that  dictfe  reasons  no  longer  exists  I  ^hall  acquaii^ 
jou  with  the  particulars. 

The  hiehaviour  of  all  the  English  with  whom  I  have  had 
any  oommiinicatioD,  since  my  arrival  here,  confirms  th^ 
opinion  I  have  long  entertained  of  your  nation :  and.  on^ 
afcquainitance  in  particular^  which  I  have  made  in  London, 
I  shall  ever  conuder^  my  dear  Miss  Clifford^  |U(  one  of  tb^ 
Viost  happy  incidents  of  my  life^ 


LETTER  XXXV. 

Tie  CouKTssfi^DowAGER  •jTDBAXfPOET  to  James  6sik)^ 
DILL,  E$q. 

DEAR  SIR,  Londem 

I  ALWAYS  thought  Mordaunt  of  a  generous  disposition  ; 
but  as  he  is,  at  the  same  time,  both  a  younger  brother 
and  a  man  of  fashion,  I  never  could  have  imagined  thai 
he  would  have  been  either  able  or  willix^  to  h^e  ad. 
vanced  such  a  sum  m  irauid  «mMe  you  to  clear  off  your 
dietilts,  ;and  leave  Munich  in  a  creditable  manner,  Mei> 
pf  pleasure  seldom  hav^  cash  sufficient  to  answer  their 
own  purposes;  and  I  hardly  ever  knew  any  of  them, 
except  mere  novices,  at  their  first  affecting  that  charac- 
ter, who  were  willing  to  accommodate  a  friend  with  mor 
ney,  whatever  his  urgency  might  be.  But  Mordauot  of 
late  has,  I  undierstand,  beep  more  a  soldier  than  a  man  of 


I  am  happy  it  was  in  my  power  to  remove  the  chief 
p)}stacles  that  existed  in  this  country  to  your  return. 

Your  old  friend,  Brumton,  stood  out  more  obstinately 
thap  any  of  your  creditors.  He  had  heard  that  your  re<r 
lation  in  Wales  ^as  in  an  ill  state  of  health ;  and  was 
convinced  that,  by  his  death,  you  would  be  very  soon  in 
a  condition  to  pay  him  ib^  whole  debt.  Varnish,  my  at- 
torney,  is  a  precious  fellow :  he  found  means  to  persuade 
Brumton  that  your  relation  was  out  of  danger,  and  that 
it  was  a  very  doubtful  matter  who  would  be  his  heir  when 
)ie  died  ^  on  wbiph  that  affectionate  old  friend^  losing  th^ 
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lepe  of  receiving  hifi  whole  debt,  came  lolo  the  maw 
tenoB  at  your  other  creditors. 

When  he  ah'all  hear,  however,  that  the  Welchman  has 
not  only  relapsed,  but  also  that  he  is  attended  by  a  phy- 
sician of  your  recommending,  he  will  crasider  you  as  in 
possession  of  the  estate^  and  curse  the  hour  oo  which  bt 
agreed  to  the  composition. 

As  I  had  been  for  some  time  extremely  impatient  for 
your  arrival  in  London,  you  may  imagine  what  a  diaap. 
pointment  it  was  to  me  when  I  understood  that,  immedi^ 
atdy  on  landing,  you  were  under  the  necessity  of  setting 
out  for  Wales.  I  am  sensible,  however,  of  the  propriety 
of  that  measure,  and  shall  now  acquaint  you  with  the 
drcumstances  that  made  me  peculiarly  desirous  of  seeing 
you  in  town* 

In  one  of  your  letters  from  the  ccmtioent  there  is  a  hint 
which  shows  that  you  had  some  idea  of  my  having  a 
echeme  to  promote  a  mnviage  between  my  son  and  Miss 
Moyston.  I  do  not  give  you  credit  lor  «  vast  deal  of  pew 
netration  on  that  account  You  must  natundly  hmm 
imagined  that  I  could  have  no  other  design  the  moment 
you  heard  that  I  cultivated  an  acquaintance  with  her  and 
her  aunt.  On  what  other  account  could  I  have  submiu 
ted  to  the  penance  of  visiting  and  beillg  visited  by  such 
women  ?     You  can  have  no  notion  of  their  vulgarity. 

Knowing  that  they  were  engaged  with  a  party  to  go  to 
the  play,  I  seized  the  opportunity  of  sending  them  an  in* 
vitation  to  my  box  at  the  opera  the  same  night.  The 
niece  had  the  good  sense  and  good  manners  to  remain 
with  her  party  ;  but  the  hideous  aunt  actually  broke  her 
engagement,  and  ^ame  to  my  box.  I  was  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  sitting  next  her  the  whole  night,  in  the  view  of 
a  crowded  audience.  You  have  seen  the  woman^  and 
know  the  Gh>thic  style  in  which  she  dresses.  J  declare 
that  Azor  was  the  least  frightful  monster  of  the  two.  You 
who  know  my  aversion  to  be  seen  in  public  with  apy  one 
of  an  unfashionable  appearance,  and  have  been  witness 
to  my  shrinking  from  my  own  relations  and  old  compa.. 
I^iona  for  no  other  reappn^  may  l^aye  an  idea  of  yrh^  I 
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(BtifFered  from  the  ostentatious  faniiltaritjr  of  din  woman  { 
for  she  continued  smiling,  and  nodding,  and  whispering 
to  me,  during  the  whole  performance.  The  truth  is^  that 
while  she  seemed  to  be  delighted  with  her  situation,  and 
eager  to  catch  the  eyes  of  the  spectators,  I  was  m  agonies; 
yet  I  endeavoured  to  support  my  spirits  with  the  tboc^t, 
that,  through  my  sufferings,  my  son  might  obtain  for  his 
wife  the  greatest  heiress  in  Engfamd.  Little  do  chihfren 
consider  what  a  tender  and  adfeetionate  mother  is  capaUa 
of  enduring  for  the  lasting  good  of  her  oftpring ! 

While  I  persevered  in  my  attentions  to  these  two  wo- 
men, I  often  spoke  to  them  of  my  son,  who  at  diis  tine 
was  visiting  his  estate  in  Ireland ;  I  described  him,  you 
may  believe,  in  the  most  flattering  colour^  taking  pmti» 
cular  care  to  suit  my  description  to  what  I  conceived  to 
be  the  taste  of  the  niece.  One  day,  being  alone  with  the 
aunt,  X  determined  to  qpen  my  views  to  her  ;  but  while 
in  preparation  for  what  I  intended,  I  waa  enlaiging 
on  my  son^s  fine  qualities,  the  old  lady  anticipated  my 
purpose,  exclaiming— <  What  a'  charming  match  would 
8uch  an  accomplished  young  nobleman  make  fi>r  my 
niece  f 

I  received  the  hint  graciously,  but  with  becoming  digu 
nity.— .f  My  sincere  friendship  for  her,  the  high  opinion 
I  had  formed  of  her  amiable  niece's  character,  were  gieat 
inducements,  and  would  remove  many  obstacles.*  As  I 
had  not  the  assurance  to  pay  the  least  compliment  to  the 
young  lady^s  beauty,  I  thought  it  necessary  to  dwell  the 
more  on  her  good  sense,  her  charming  humour,  and  ami- 
able manners,  though  I  strongly  suspect  that  her  under- 
standing, temper,  and  beauty,  are  much  on  a  leveL  The 
aunt  assured  me  that  I  had  a  just  notion  of  her  niece'^a 
character ;  that  she  had  a  great  deal  more  wit  than  she  was 
willing  to  display,  and  a  taste  for  magnificence,  which 
would  render  her  an  ornament  to  the  notnlity. 

In  a  short  time  we  came  to  an  understanding  on  the 
subject,  for  which  I  had  brought  about  the  meeting ;  and 
the  business  was  settled,  as  far  as  depended  on  the  dunt 
andme* 
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.  I.flooa  ditooveved  that  the  niece  was  as  unpaticnt  to  Uf 
a  countess  as  the  aunt  was  to  be  more  intimately  connect* 
ed  with  me. 

When  my  son  anired  from  Iiehmd,  I  made  frequent 
mention  -of  Miss  Moyston  in  his  presence*  This  naturd* 
ly  turned  the  discourse  on  her  fb^uike ;  and  I  took  care 
diat  some  person  in  the  company  was  sure  to  make  the  ob« 
senration-^^hat  she  was  the  greatest  heiress  in  the  islands 
I  was  in  hopes  that  this  would  have  excited  a  desire  in  my 
son.  to  be  introduced  to  the  young  lady ;  but  I  disoovered 
that  his  mind  was  at  that  time  engrossed  with  the  diou^ts 
of  purchasing  a  mare  which  had  struck  his  fancy,  and  he 
could  attend  to  nothing  else.  A  s  soon  as  I  understood  that 
be  had  succeeded  in  obtaining  the  mare,  X  again  introduced 
the  subject  of  Miss  Moyston,  and  gave  him  a  pretty  circum- 
stantial detail  of  her  fortune,  having  previously  informed 
myself  of  the  various  forms  in  which  her  immense  proper- 
ty is  secured.  I  concluded  the  narrative  with  the  phrase 
approfuriated  for  women  about  to  be  married,  <  that  she 
luid  every  qualification  requisite  for  rendering  the  amr* 
nage  state  happy.* 

*  She  is  very  handsome,  of  course,*  said  he. 

I. answered,  ^  that  I  was  sure  that  great  beauty  could 
not  be  reckoned  among  those  requisites  by  a  man  of  his 
discernment,  as  he  must  be  acquainted  with  so  many  in- 
stances of  its  having  «  contarary  effect.* 

To  this  observation  he  deemed  to  assent,  by  the  habitu- 
al bow  which  he  gives  for  an  answer  when  he  has  no  other 
ready. 

I  prevailed  on  him  to  accompany  me  to  the  aunt's  house, 
where  he  was  furesented  to  both  ladies ;  but  I  blamed  my- 
self, as  soon  as  Miss  Moyston  made  her  appearance,  for 
not  having  delayed  the  presentation  until  the  evening ;  be- 
cause she  certainly  is  one  of  those  young  ladies  who  show 
to  greatest  advantage  by  candle-light. 

I  must  do  my  son  the  justice  to  confess,  that,  though 
the  smile  which  he  had  prepared  for  Miss  Moyston  was 
converted  into  somewhat  of  a  stare  when  the  young  lady  ap- 
|)eaved ;  yet  he  soon  recovered  from  his  surprise,  and,  on  the 
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whole,  oondocted  himfidf  fully  as  Well^  durhig  this  fitaft 
visil,  fts  I  had  expected* 

As  he  continued  the  same  behaviour  when  he  met  them 
at  my  house^  and  sooietimes  visited  them  at  their  own,  I 
flattered  myself  that  every  thing  was  in  good  train  for  the 
aooomplishdient  of  my  wishes.  But  Sfomething  like  baeb* 
wardness^  on  the  part  of  my  son,  has  appeared  since ;  of 
which  I  will  give  you  an  account  in  my  next ;  for  I  am 
now  obliged  to  dress  for  Lady  Faroes  assembly,  from 
which  I  would  not,  on  any  account,  be  absent  this  parti*^ 
cular  night,  as  I  have  had  a  foreboding,  ever  sinee  I  rose 
this  morning,  that  I  shaK  be  a  very  considerable  win* 
sen 

Yoii  win  laugh  at  my  foreboding,  and  impote  it  to  su^- 
perstition ;  though  I  really  never  am  sopersCitious,  unless 
when  I  am  in  an  ill  state  of  health.  My  foreboding,  at 
present,  is  founded  on  what  you  have  often  told  me  is  the 
only  just  basisTor  betting,  namely  calculaiion.  I  have  been 
a  constant  loser  these  four  last  nights ;  and,  as  it  is  at  least 
ten  to  one  against  any  person  losing  five  nights  running, 
k  is  clearly  the  same  odds  in  favour  of  my  winning  to>night.r 

Adieu! 

X.  DSAMFOBT.^  > 


LETTER  XXVr. 
Tie  CoiTNT£ss  of  De AIRPORT  (o  (hc  Samf. 

1  AM  sorry  to  begin  by  informing  yQU^  that,  in  spite  of 
the  odds  i^inst  loosing  five  nights  running,  I  lost  again- 
last  night  There  is  something  unnatural  in  this ;  it  looks 
like  enchantment*  You  may  say  what  you  please,  but  I 
am  convinced  there  is  a  great  deal  in  seats.-  I  am  deter^ 
mined  to  be  more  attentive  to  this  point  in  future.- 

I  mentioned  in  my  last  tha€  some  degree  of  hesitation* 
Inspecting  the  object  I  ^m  so  much  set  on  had  appeared 
on  the  part  of  my  son.  He  abstained  of  a  sudden  fnxn 
visiting  Miss  Moyston^^  and  wlben  she  oame  te  visit  m* 
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irfts  generally  engaged  elswhere.  When  I  spokef  <6  hinv 
of  the  impropriety  and  imprudence  of  this  conduct,  he  prcf- 
tended  that  it  was  entirely  accidental ;  that  he  really  had 
been  engrossed  with  business  of  importance  of  late.  I 
asked,  *  what  business  could  possibly  be  of  so  much  im* 
portance  to  him  as  that  of  securing  his  domestic  happiness 
for  ever,  by  unitfng  himself  to  Miss  Moyston  f  adding,- 
*  that  after  a  very  careful  inquiry  respecting  the  fortunes 
of  all  the  h€fh*esses  in  England,  I  could  assure  him  that 
she  was  the  best  wife  he  could  get  by  fifty  thousand  pounds 
at  least/ 

He  replied,  *  that  the  abatement  which  ought  to  W 
made  on  account  of  her  looks,  and  other  articles,  would 
reduce  her  fortune  to  a  level  with  that  of  some  other 
heiresses/ 

In  reply  to  this,  *  I  desired  him  to  recollect  of  how  very 
Kttle  importance  the  beauty  of  a  wife  was  to  a^  husl)and ; 
and  cited  some  of  his  own  acquaintance,  who,  having  been 
touched  with  the  looks  of  girls  without  fortune,  had  made 
what  are  called  love-marriages ;  and  who,  in  the  space  of 
a  few  months,  were  as  completely  indifferent  about  their 
wives'  beauty  as  any  man  could  be  who  had  married  a  wo- 
man of  fortune  without  any  regard  to  her  iooks.^  To  this 
he  made  no  answer;  though,  from  his  countenance,  I 
thought  my  remark  made  some  impression  on  him.-^«» 
Whether  it  proceeds  from  indolence  or  vacancy,  (for  I 
need  not  attempt  to  conceal  from  you  that  Lord  Deanpoit 
h^  not  a  great  variety  of  ideas),  he  seldom  engages  in  an 
argument;  and  often,  when  he  is  entirely  of  a  different 
opinion  from  those  who  endeavour  to  persuade  him  to  any 
measure,  he  says  nothing  against  it :  so  that  many  have 
imagined  they  had  brought  him  round  to  their  way  of 
thinking,  because  he  remained  silent,  whieh  he  did  merely 
t^  avoid  the  fatigue  of  reasoning. 

Xht  the  present  oCcanon,  however  I  tliought  him  a  little 
affected  by  what  I  said ;  and,  with  a  view  to  gain  him  en^ 
tirely,  I  added,  <^  That  unquestionably  hi^  fortune  was  very 
considerable ;  that  his  English  estate,  in  particular,  hadf 
been  greatly  improved  by  the  pains  I  had  bestowed  on  hi 
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during  bis  minority  i  but  tbat  be  stiH  owed  a  great  niiti  i 
that,  by  a  marriage  with  Miss  Moyiston  he  would  be  freed 
at  onte  from  tbat  burden,  be  in  possession  of  a  large  suna 
of  ready  money*  and  a  vast  additional  fortune  in  land^ 
whicb»  by  an  accession  of  influence  with  administn^ion* 
would  enable  bim  to  provide  for  bis  friends  and  depend** 
ents  at  no  expense  to  himself*  I  also  hinted,  <  that  the 
additional  thousand  pounds  which  he  had  added  to  my. 
jointure,  before  so  shamefully  small^  would  no  longer  be 
felt ;  but  that  he  would  even  be  able  to  double  it,  and  still 
have  more  than  twice  as  much  to  spend  as  he  could  afford 
at  present.* 

You  have  had  but  too  many  proofs  that  Lord  Deanport 
knows  nothing  of  true  generosity :  what  I  have  heard  you 
remark,  my  dear  sir,  is  certdnly  just,  that  he  takes  after 
the  contracted  character  of  his  father.  I  hardly  ever  knew 
him  perform  one  generous  action  from  the  genuine  move- 
ment of  his  own  heart :  every  thing  of  that  nature  he  ever 
did  was  prompted  by  me,  or  some  other  person ;  even  the 
addition  that  he  made  to  my  jointure  was  obtained  by  the 
i^ated  suggestions  o^  those  whom  I  employed  for  that 
purpose ;  and  he  granted  it  at  last  more  to  relieve  himself 
from  importunity  than  from  any  inclination  to  oblige. 

After  throwing  out  the  hint  above  mentioned,  I  told  my 
son,  *  that  I  had  heard  (which  I  really  have)  that  Lord 
Sordid,  son  of  ■■  ■  had  of  late  paid  particular  a- 

lention  to  Miss  Moyston.* 

This  roused  him  more  than'  'any  thing  I  had  hitherto 
suggested.  <  Do  you  ilnagine,*  said  he,  with  a  tone 
of  contempt,  <  that  I  have  reason  to  dread  Lord  Sordid  as 
a  rival  ?* 

I  told  him, « that  he  certainly  had  not,  provided  he  paid 
nearly  the  same  attention  to  the  lady  which  that  lord 
did*  '     , 

<  Less  attention  will  dp,*  said  he^  and  left  me  with  an 
igir  of  great  self-sufficiency. 

His  want  of  due  attention  to  the  lady  is  my  only  fear ; 
for,  in  pcunt  of  person  and  countenance,  my  son  has  much 
the  advantage  of  Lord  Sordid,  as  indeed  be  has  of  most 
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ytmta^  Men  of  (iiMdtt.  I  do  not  rc^olieet  bille  wboy  m 
those  AriidaS)  6liA  be  thoaglit  his  superior^  except  Mor- 
daunt ;  and  ht  deriVes  his  superiority  more  fVom  that 
grao^fhl  fftfnkbeds  and  Captivating  ease  of  manner,  whicW 
idl  the  others  littempt^  but  none  have  caught^  than  to  tb^ 
l^tdttsive  beattttj  of  hid  faee  and  figure/  My  son»  on  the 
obntr^yi  td  a  Supertilioiis  address  joins  a  r^lsive  look  { 
these»  with  his  natoral  inddiencey  being  opposed  to  Lord 
ddlrdid^s  fawning  assiduity,  ^krmed  me  so  much,  that  I  took 
pAhB  to  impress  both  Miss  Mbyston  and  h^r  aunt  with  aif 
unfavouttibie  idea  of  Lord  Sordid*^  I  represented  him  as 
the  steve  of  avarice,  and  commented  at  large  on  that  pas« 
irion  as  tbe  Most  debasing  for  himself,  and  the  most  tori 
ttfenfing  16  a  #ife,  that  a  hud)and  could  have.  <  It  is 
more  teasing  to  a.  wife,^  added  I,  *  than  even  jealousy ; 
for  that  mny  be  lulled,  or  the  effects  of  it  eluded,  by  a  wo- 
man of  addtess ;  but  all  th^  cunning  of  Herfnes,  and  alt 
the  soporific  powei^  of  his  pipe,  are  not  sufficient  to  divert 
the  attentidd,  or  shut  the  watchfftil  eyei^,  of  a  miser*** 

Here  the  audi  ob6erv6d,  ^  thi£t  though  she  was  not  ac- 
quainted with  Hermes,  yet  she  was  fully  convinced  that 
nothing  could  be  more  mortifying  to  a  woman  of  spirit 
than  to  hate  a  miser  foir  her  bttsband/ 

This  poio^  #oman^  I  undei'^cmd,  fras  noi  a  tittle  con*j 
trolled  in  h^r  expenses  during  the  life  of  he^  husband  ; 
irbicb  made  her  entef  it^rj  feelingly  into  my  abuse  of  Lord 
Sordid  i  indeed  I  cdtild  hardly  exaggerate,  it  is  dmbst  im- 
|:iossibIe  to  repi^^nt  hiih  c^  more  a  miser  than  he  is.  Ad« 
ditionid  fiM^tone  Would  not  prevail  oh  him  to  augment  his 
e^pens^  id  a  single  eattitl^  i  it  #ou}d|  m  reality,  instead  of 
ihcreasihg  hxi  enjoyment^  render  hint  more  miserable,  by 
increasing  hk  dread  of  losing  it.'  Theioss  of  fifty  pounds 
gives  more  pain  to  a  miser  than  the  gain  of  a  thousand  af*' 
fords  pleasure/ 

Yet,  though  all  th^  world  i^M)y  seeil  that  atviirice  is 
this  noble  l6rd*s  pr^domhiani  passion,  he  himself  is  so  lit- 
tle sensible  of  it,  thftt  he  is  as  teady  to  condemn  in  otheri^ 
the  immoderate  love  of  mdMy  as  mber  you  or  Id 

ttfi*.  tiu  It 
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Indeed,  I  hove  often  had  oocaBion  to  obiserve^  that  the 
blindness  of  mankind  to  their  own  personal  failings  b  tru*' 
}y  astonishing^ 

.  As  I  see  many  advantages  from  my  son^s  marriage  with 
Miss  Moyston^  I  am  impatient  to  have  it  concluded  before 
he  becomes  sufficiently  acquainted  with  her  to  take  so. 
strong  a  disgust  as  would  be  quite  insurmouDtable*  I 
therefore  beg,  my  dear  sir,  that  you  will  write  to  him  on 
this  interesting  subject :  you  always  had  a  great  deal  of- 
influence  with  him«  State  the  advantages  of  the  match  in 
the  strongest  point  of  view,  and  banter  him  on  the  weak- 
ness of  permitting  any  reluctance  he  may  feel  respecting, 
the  young  lady's  person  to  weigh  at  all  in  his  mind  against 
an  object  of  so  much  greater  importance*  I  remain,  very 
truly,  yours, 

X.   DEAKPOBT. 


LETTER  XXXVIL 

The  Countess  of  DEAKroBt  to  the  Seme, 

LondoM, 

X  WILL  tell  you,  frankly,  that  you  have  disapjninted  my 
expectations^  in  your  letter  to  my  son.  I  see  the  reason 
of  it :  you  had  a  favour  to  ask.  You  know  my  son^s  a«r 
version  to  be  importuned,  particularly  on  a  subject  which 
you  think  is  disagreeable;  and  therefore  you  almost  en- 
tirely elude  the  topie  I  recommended  to  you,  lest  your 
insisting  on  that  might  indispose  him  from  gvanting  the 
other:  bnt  you  must  be  blind  indeed,  if  you  are  not  sen- 
sible that,  in  promoting  my  son^s  marriage  with  Misa 
Moyston,  you  greatly  promote  your  own  interestr  When 
be  shall  be  in  possession  of  her  fortune,  and  the  extensive 
influence  attending  it,  you  know  enough  al  the  uncon- 
querable indolence  of  his  character  not  to  be  certain  that 
all  this  influence  would  natiirally  full  into  other  handsr 
Into  whose  hands  do  you  think  it  would  fall  4^  and  for 
whom  would  that  person  use  it  ? 
The  very  first  effect  of  it  would  be,  to  recompense  you 
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for  your  late  disappointment,  by  placbg  you  in  parlia* 
ment*  I  am  sensible  tbat  a  seat  would  be  highly  con- 
venient for  you  at  present :  indeed,  it  is  the  only  protec- 
tion which  several  very  worthy  gentlemen  of  my  acquaint- 
ance have  against  the  insolence  of  tradesmen* 
'  But,  over  and  above  that  security,  I  am  persuaded^ 
that  when  you  are  in  parliament,  and  known  to  have  in« 
fluence  with  my  scm,  youi^  next  application  to  the  minis- 
ter will  not  be  followed  by  the  same  cold  neglect  that 
your  last  was*  , 

Your  not  being  a  speaker  does  not  account  for  it :  very 
few  of  his  adherents  are  ot  use  to  hinf  in  debate ;  and, 
were  it  not  for  the  immense  power  of  his  own  eloquence, 
and  the  ingenuity  of  two.  or  three  others,  his  measures 
.would  often  remain  undefended.  Yet  so  much  wealth 
has  been  accumulated  by  dome  of  the  poorest  of  his  re^ 
'  tainers,  and  such  rank  obtained  by  some  of  the  lowest, 
that  it  might  be  imagined  a  revolution  had  taken  place  in 
this  country  as  well  as  in  France.  It  is  generally  allow- 
ed, however,  that  the  minister  himself  remains,  in  point 
of  rank  and  fortune,  nearly  where  he  was  before  he  came 
into  power. 

Since  I  have  been  led  into  a  subject  so  different  from 
the  usual  topics  of  our  correspondence,  <  I  will  indulge 
myself  in  a  few  thoughts,  which  are  suggested  by  the  oc^ 
casion.  I  have  often  wondered  that,  with  the  ambition 
you  possess,  you  have  never  cultivated  a  talent  for  pub* 
lie  speaking ;  since  nothing  is  so  likely  to  raise  a  man  to 
such  elevated  situations,  in  this  country ,«  as  that  single 
faculty.  You  must  be  sensible,  that  it  is  next  to  impos- 
sible for  any  man,  however  otherwise  accomplished,  to 
hold  the  place  of  prime  minister  without  it ;  whereas,  if 
he  possesess  that  in  a  very  eminent  degree,  every  other  re« 
quisite  is  taken  for  granted. 

I  am  persuaded  that  it  is  not  yet  too  late  for  onq.of 
your  natural  quickness  and  ingenuity:  during  the  resi- 
dence you  are  at  present  obliged  to  make  in  the  country, 
you  could  not  employ  th^e  time  better  than  in  eomposin^ 
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nftip^echen,^  laM  prmiduheing  th«m  beftM  it  mihv>lr4  b)r 
^hidi  yon  will  acquire  becoming  gMticiiktIony  aiid  iM»^ 
ciitttMi  younself  to  retain  a  series  of  iargubeilts  and  illtlft- 
tnttidns  itt  youi*  tnemory*  Yon  wilF  do  well  to  prepare 
harangues  for  both  sides ;  beeausei  there  Is  no  ktloiring 
'Which  party  tnAj  be  uppermost  by  the  time  you  shall  ob- 
'tidii  your  seaL  And,  after  you  have  chosen  your  side» 
and  diown  under  whose  banner  you  mean  to  fight,  though 
it  will  be  e5tpected  that  you  should  make  some  kind  of 
declaration  regarding  your  future  conduct^  it  will  be  worth 
ybur  while  to  make  yourself  master  of  ts6  many  equivocal 
-phrases  as  the  English  language  admits^  and  to  use  gene- 
ltd  expressions;  that  in  case  of  yonr  finding  it  for  your 
interest  to  adopt  opjxisite  measures^  you  may  have  little 
^drfficttlty  in  etplaining  away  the' obyiou^  sense' of  your 
ihrmer  declarations. 

From  a  neglect  of  this  necessary  precaution,  several  per-* 
M>ns  of  my  acquaintance,  in  other  respects  of  distinguish- 
%d  prudence,  have  found  themselves  in  a  very  awkwardE 
situation. 

I  hate  been  carried  insensibly  from  my  subject ;  and 
now,  when  I  intended  to  resume,  I  am  interrupted :-— it 
TS  the  aunt  herself:  she  is  in  the  drawingwroom.  She 
ftcrer'  visited  me  before  without  being  accompanied  with 
her  niece;  I  must  finish  here,  or  miss  the  post.  1  shall 
write  again  to^morrow^  Do  not' write  to  my  son  till  you 
tecelve  my  next.    Adieu  f 

X.  n 

P.  S.  Only  wrke  a  short  line,  to  tell  me  how  olA  Phil- 
Kp9  is^ 

LETTER  XXXVni. 

The  Same  to  the  Saiht. 

T»K  visit,  by  which  my  letter  of  yesterdiCy  was  inter-' 
rupted,  adds  to  niy  former  solicitude  that  you  should 
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writ?  in  %he  mOB(  'iiaiptuAye  leqmi  tp  ny  ftpu.  I  hop^ 
you  are.suflS^i^ptly  Q^nyinc^d  that  the  plan  I  aiD  wwr 
xiom  4>r»te»Kl9s^4tifying  i9«,  will  greatly  ctmA^^  to 
yo»  own  int^re^  8»  wall  a»  ^W  of  X^^rd  D^anpprt.     ;  i 

I  irill  IKHF  iB^wp  yM  of  ^  cnutt  of  th«  aunt^s  ywtf 
I  no  looi^r  ^nt^r«4  tha  irooi^a  tbap  I  parf^ivail  iomelliiQg 
had  diitorbN  t^  viimiHtiiiiig  aipaper  that  w#s  wont  to  dveU 
inHwg  ber  rpiynd  and  imy  fa^itutfea.  She  told  ne^  after 
H  gpod  d^  <^  emlvirf^iDAeiit  wd  awk^ward  qir^iimlocur 
tioiif  ^  tbftt  ihe  wen  (^treiwly  sorry  to  be  obliged  to  spea)^ 
on  such  a  subject;  but  that  it  was  impossible  not  to  b^ 
lifirt  w;  ^  etiUneM  of  l«Qrd  DeapportV^  behaviour  towards 
ber  nieoe»  wUeh  bed  appeared  so  very  evident  et  u 
assembly  the  preeeding  evening » that  it  must  have  struck 
every  body<  for  Im  krdship. had  hardly  qpokeu  to  her 
during  the  whole  etemngt  though  she  had  kept  borself 
disengaged  ftom  Cfwinoy  the  gsm^  sba  iqost  delights  ia^ 
m  purpose  to  converse  wi&  hii9,^ 

I  assurel  ber»  ^  that,  if  I  ix)uld  h»ve  any  idea  of  indifr 
ference  for  her  niece  on  the  part  of  my  son,  it  would  give 
me  the  most  sensible  uneasiness,  be^sause  I  was  ^ertein  he 
never  iDouId  meet  wkh  another  young  lady  of  e^uoi  worib  \ 
that  I  knew  he  was .  of  the  same  way  of  thinking ;  bui 
that  be  was  of  an  inattentive  turn  of  miod,  and  often  had 
an  air  of  indiffisrenee  to  the  people  be  loved  most ;  that^  in 
shorty  it  was  mere  babiC 

She  observed,  a  little  sulkilyi '  that  it  wa#  a  x^sry  bad 
habit.' 

I  adinowledged  it ;  but  added,  in  extenuation  ,  *  that 
it  way  a  habit  which  people  of  high  rank  were  apt  to  eon^ 
tract  without  intention,  V  on  niust  liave  observed,  my 
dear  madam,'  said  I^  <  how  peculiarly  w^  are  liable  to  be 
absent  and  initleotive :  I  am  convinced  it  must  have  oc- 
curred to  yourself  sometimes  to  have  fallen  into  a  kind  of 
reverie,  during-  which  you  hardly  knew  your  intimate 
friends  or  acquaintance,' 

.    Flattered  with  the  class  I  had  {daoed  l^r  in^  her  fea^*  * 
tures  relaxed  somewhat  of  their  fullness,  and  she  said, 
*  thaty  Admitting  there  was  justice  in  what  I  wgedj  stiU 
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it  seemed  strange  that  a  man  should  behave  with  more 
coldness  to  the  woman  he  loved  than  to  others.' 

Endeavouring  to  remove  the  force  of  this  observation^ 
I  began  to  hint  at  the  effect  of  very  respectful  love,  which 
sometimes  produced  a  timidity  and  an  appearance  of  cold- 
ness.— She  interrupted  me  with  impatience  and  indigna- 
tion, saying  *  that  she  had  heard  of  excessive  love  and  re- 
spect having  been  urged  as  an  apology  for  the  greatest  in- 
/  suit  a  woman  could  receive ;  but  that^  in  her  opinion,  men 
•  who  were  possessed  of  that  kind  of  respect  had  no  busbess 
to  marry.'         ^ 

I  was  alarmed /at  the  air  of  contempt  with  which  she 
pronounced  this,  and  hastened  to  remove  the  unfavourable 
impressions  that  I  had  acddentally  given. 

<  My  dear  madam,'  said  I,  *  did  you  never  hear  of  men 
who,  after  being  very  warm  lovers  during  the  whole  of 
their  courtship,  proved  very  cold  husbands  P 

She  answered,  in  a  very  feeling  accent,  *  that  she.  not 
only  had  heard  of  such  false  deceivers,  but  had  known 
some  of  tbem.^ 

*  Well ;  and  no  doubt  you  must  also  have  known  or 
heard  of  men  who,  after  having  been  very  cold  and  inat* 
tentive  lovers,  becamemostwarmandaffecUonate  husbands/ 

After  a  pause  she  declared  she  never  had. 

*  This  surprises  me/  resumed  I.  *  But  I  can  assure 
you  that  Lord  Deanport  will  be  as  strong  a  proof  of  the 
fact  as  iT  thousand  instances ;  because  he  has,  from  his  in-- 
fancy,  had  a  kind  of  careless,  negligent  manner,  to  those 
he  loves  best  I  myself,  for  example,  have  often  experi- 
enced it,  though,  at  bottom,  he  is  the  most  affectionate  and 
most  dutiful  of  sons :  and  to  people,  on  the  other  hand^ 
for  whom  he  has  no  real  regard,  and  never  wishes  to  see 
in  private,  he  is  always  very  attentive  in  public.  But  you 
must  remember  that  it  is  in  mere  external  behaviour,  and 
in  trifling  matters,  that  he  displays  this  attention  ;  for,  in 
essentials,  he  has  no  connection  with  them :  and  therefore, 
my  dear  madam,^  concluded  I,  <  you  may  rely  upon  it, 
that,  in  the  same  degree  that  my  son  is  negligent  in  mat* 
fers  of  mere  etiquette,  he  will  be  assiduous  in  things  of 
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importance ;  and  though  you  may  think  him  rather  a  care- 
legs  lover,  your  niece  will  find  him  an  affectionate  and  du- 
tiful husband ;  for  I  know  that  it  is  both  in  his  power  and 
nature  to  be  so.^ 

This  seemed  to  satisfy  her^  and  we  parted  as  good 
friends  as  ever.  I  have  spoken  to  my  son  on  the  sub- 
ject ;  but  he  is  so  very  indigent,  and  so  very  apt  to  fail^ ' 
in  every  resolution  he  makes,  and  every  engagement  he 
coines  under,  if  he  has*  not  either  some  internal  stimulant 
to  excite  hnn,  or  some  external  monitor  to  advise  him, 
that  I  earnestly  beg  you  will  put  the  importance  of  this 
whole  business,  in  as  strong  a  point  of  view  as  you  can,  in 
your  very  next  letter  to  him  i  for,  in  spite  of  ail  my  insi- 
nuations against  Lord  Sordid,  if  he  and  his  relations  cpnti- 
nue  their  attentions  to  the  niece,  and  my  son  perseveres  in 
his  neglect  of  her,  there  is  reason  to  dread  the  event. 
Yours,  as  usual, 

S.  DBANFOBT. 


I  expected  you  would  rally  me  on  my  notion,  that  for- 
tune at  play  often  depends  on  seats.  You  are  so  polite 
as  to  tell  me  that  this  is  one  of  the  few  points  in  which  I 
betray  feminine  weakness ;  but  all  the  masculine  reason- 
ing in  the  world  will  not  prevent  me  from  believing  what 
I  have  often  seen  confirmed  by  experience,  though  I  can- 
cot  account  for  it. 


LETTER  XXXIX. 
Tie  Same  to  the  Same. 

London* 

X  HOPE  you  have  got  the  short  note  I  sent  you  imme- 
diately after  your  last  to  Lord  Deanport  was  received.  I 
had  only  time  to  inform  you  how  infinitely  I  was  satisfied 
with  it:  it  was  indeed  a  masterpiece.  If  you  could  ac- 
quire the  same  art  and  energy  in  public  speaking,  and 
took  care  at  the  same  time  to  ply  that  art  and  energy  oq 
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the  right  ttde^  th^iv  ^  no  Mtwtim  tp  which  jo^  vould 
not  hav^  weUffounded  pr^teiijUOBs. 

Your  letter  had  the  bappiQIlt  e^PiQct  How  could  it 
fail  ?  You  touched  every  organ  of  sensibility  in  his  franii; 
^r^you  stniclc  every  chord  which  could  rpusf^  hi«  natural 
lai^or^  and  vihratp  emotion  to  his  hfsart:  his  inlOy 
rest^  taintyi  ambition,  jealpusy^  were  address^  ip  their 
turn. 

The  pieturie  yqu  drpw  pf  the  tri||raph  of  I,iord  Sordini 
and  the  magnificence  he  would  be  enabled  to  display  on 
fiis  marriage  with  Miss  Moystons  determined  my  fK>n  tq 
thwart  him,  by  an  immedifUe  renewal  of  his  own  iMsiduiT 
ties,  ^e  came  and  informed  pie  of  his  determination.  J 
f  autioned  him  to  do  this  in  a  manner  consistent  i^ith  th^ 
account  I  had  lately  given  of  him,  which  |  knew  had  beeii 
faithfully  repeated  to  the  niece. 

The  aunt  and  niece  were  equally  delighted  ifith  the 
whole  of  his  behaviour.  They  now  thought  that  the 
parelessnes^  whiph  had  shocked  them  before,  and  which 
t|iey  believed  they  still  perceived  in  bis  addresS;^  was  on  the 
whole  graceful.  Tb^  young  lady^s  delight  was  inoreased  by 
the  splendour  of  our  liveries,  and  the  taste  of  my  son'^ 
dress  on  t^e  birth. day.  His  renown  as  a  minuet-danow 
you  are  np  stranger  to.  It  'Vfoukl  be  difficult  to  decide 
whether  Misi?  Moyston  was  mo^t  pleased  with  the  charms 
of  his  face^  of  his  embroidery,  or  of  h\^  daqcing ;  but  she 
seemed  quite  in  raptures  with  the  united  eflRect  of  the 
three.  As  he  i$  now  a  little  familarized  to  the  coarseness 
of  her  features  and  the  vulgarity  of  h^r  manners,  the  im- 
pression they  at  first  made  on  him .  begins  to  diminish^ 
while  thfit  derived  fn>9n  a  contemplation  of  her  wealth  9ink8 
deeper  every  day.  I  have  good  hopes  that  the  whol^  busi« 
taess  will  be  happily  terminated  within  a  very  short  time, 
J  regret  much  tbi^t  you  cannot  qviit  your  post,  were  it  but 
for  a  few  days.  I  should  like  to  have  a  little  ponversatioa 
Vith  you  before  I  speak  to  the  ^unt  on  the  subject  of  settle* 
^entjs.   On  this  interesting  siibj^ct  I  ao^  not  f o^d  of  writ* 
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LETTEB  XI,. 
Frqm  the  Same  to  the  SaiM^ 


X  fi^  iseosible  of  the  wii^oin  of  whs^tyou  sufigest^  in  your 
\^  r^ffp^og  t)|«  ^^ttlements.  Unquestionably,  the  more 
of  ihB  x^y  money  Mm  Moy«ton  shall  ke^p  at  her  own 
disposal^  after  marriage,  the  better  will  it  be  for  herself| 
and  the  more  ponvenient  for  me.  I  am  ppnvinced,  with 
joup  that  I  ahall  find  it  easier  to  deal  with  her  than  with 
my  sop  Qn  certain  points* 

It  is  long  sinep  you  made  it  clear  to  me,  from  the  in* 
dolenioe,  tlie  eyerlasting  enuuit  and  the  total  yrant  of  re- 
90iirce9  ia  bis  qwp  mind,  that;  he  must  always  be  under 
the  pianagement  pf  another,  most  probably  of  pne  womap 
after  isnother.  It  is  evident,  however,  that  Miss  Moystop 
will  piever  be  of  (be  pumber }  she  w^nts  that  degree  pf 
bf^uty^  apd  pf  compliaiice  to  his  favourite  tastes,  without 
wiiich  every  other  accomplishment  and  virtue  a  won^^p  cap 
possess  would  be  pnsupportabl^  to  himf  I  am  sufficiently 
awori?,  that  it  will  be  difficult  for  me  long  to  retain  that 
portion  of  influence  with  him  that  wppld  be  agreeable  tp 
myself)  or  useful  tp  my  friends :  on  which  account  I  was 
the  more  impatient  to  have  the  ceremony  over  as  soon  as 
possible;  being  pretty  sure,  that,  at  the  present  moment, 
oertaip  arrangements,  highly  expedient  for  me,  would  be 
complied  with,  apd  rendered  irrevocable ;  whereas,  frpm 
the  ^perience  I  liave  already  hs^d  of  my  son^s  disposition, 
he  might,  at  a  fpture  period,  be  less  obliging* 

When  every  circumstance  seemed  conducive  tp  the 
qp^dy  fulfilment  of  my  wishes,  a  new  and  unexpected  in. 
cident  gaye  me  inquietude,  and  was  t))e  cause  of  my  post- 
poning writing  to  yoi^  for  §o  long  a  time* 

I  had  hopes  that  it  might  prove  an  illrfounded  alarm^^ 
and  I  wished  to  spare  you  an  uneasiness  yoii  could  not 
remove ;  but,  as  you  express  as  much  pain  on  account  of 
my  long  silence  as  you  will  suiFer  from  knowing  the  cause  pf 
it^  I  must  ipfpnn  yoUi  that  ^rd  Peanpprt  is  captiya^te^ 
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!l^  HOEDAUWT* 

with  a  new  face,  to  such  a  degree,  that  he  again  rekxaa 
in  his  attentions  to  Miss  Moyston.  It  must  be  admitted, 
indeed,  that  if  great  beauty  in  a  wife  could  impart  as  last- 
ing and  solid  happiness  to  a  husband  as  great  fortune,  my 
(5on  would  act  wisely  in  preferring  this  interloper ;  for  she 
surpasses  Miss  Moyston  as  much  in  the  alurements  of  face 
and  person  as  the  lii^ter  does  her  in  those  of  fortune.  But 
he  has  already  given  proofs,  which  I  need  not  menticm  to 
you,  that  mere  beauty  never  could  fix  him  above  a  month ; 
whereas  bis  attachment  to  money  seems  to  increase  with 
his  years :  and  besides,  putting  beauty  entirely  out  of  the 
question  on  the  one  part,  and  fortune  on  the  other,  Miss 
Moyston  would  be  a  much  more  commodious  wife  for  my 
6on  than  this  new  charmer.  The  former,  poor  creature,  as 
soon  as  she  finds  herself  entirely  neglected  by  her  husband, 
as  most  assuredly  she  will  be,  if  Deanport  proves  to  be 
her  man,  will  directly  fall  to  pouting,  crying,  and  upbnud- 
.ing,  until,  finding  them  of  no  efiect,  she  will,  at  last,  sink 
into  tameness  and  submissioii,  and  become  a  slave  for  life, 
with  the  title  of  countess :  whereas,  from  what  I  have  al- 
ready seen  of  the  bther^  I  strongly  suspect  that  she  is  in- 
finitely more  likely  to  govern  his  lordship  than  to  be  go- 
yerned  by  him. 

The  name  of  the  damsel  in  question  is  CliiFord  :  she  is 
daughter  of  Northumberland  Clifford,  whom  you  must 
remember*  He  lived  some  time  abroad  after  the  death  of 
bis  wife ;  he  took  this  girl  with  him,  and,  I  understand, 
returned  about  two  years  ago,  and  soon  after  died.  He 
was  cried  up  by  some  people  as  a  man  of.strong  sense,  and 
even  what  they  call  genius.  I  was  a  little  acquainted  with 
him  before  his  marriage ;  but  I  could  not  bear  his  wife, 
and  so  I  dropped  both.  The  girl  resides  at  present  with 
Mr^  Darnley,  who  is  married  to  her  aunt.  What  does 
not  tend  to  remove  any  prejudice  I  may  have  against  this 
miss,  is  her  being  a  favourite  of  that  stately  prop  of  stale 
virginity.  Lady  Diana  Franklin,  who,  of  aJl  those  whom 
J  hate,  is  the  person  I  hate  the  most.  This  is  placing  her 
Jady  ship  at  the  head  of  a  pretty  numerous  band. 

>Vh^n  J  perceived  that  Lord  D^nport  was  more  thao 
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visaally  attentive  to  Miss  Clifford,  I  thought  it  requisite 
to  inform  myself  a  little  of  her  temper  and.diqposition, 
and  with  that  view  drew  her  into  conversation  two  or 
three  times,  at  the  assemblies  where  I  occasionally  met 
her :  but  observing  that  Miss  Moyston  could  not  bear 
to  see  me  speak  to  her,  I  saw  it  would  not  be  safe  to 
continue  so  long  as  to  enable  me  to  form  a  judgment  of 
her  character,  though  I  could  not  help  being  struck  with 
her  manner,  which,  it  must  be  confessed,  is  at  once  easy 
and  dignified,  and  as  cruelly  contrasted  with  poor  Miss 
Moyston's  vulgar  and  constrained  address  as  the  sweet 
countenance  of  the  one  is  with  the  sour  aspect  of  the  other. 

Knowing  that  Mrs*  Demure,  the  rich  handsome  wi- 
dow, visited  Mrs.  Damley,  Miss  Clifibrd^s  aunt,  and  hav* 
ing  observed  that  she  made  greatly  up  to  the  young  lady, 
I  thought  I  might  learn  something  of  her  character  and 
disposition  from  the  widow :  I  therefore  called  on  her,  in 
the  hope  of  obtaining  the  information  I  wished.  On  my 
mentioning  Miss  Clifford,  she  instantly  set  off  on  a  full 
canter  of  panegyrie— -<  Oh  !  she  was  the  most  delightful, 
most  amiable,  best-natured  young  woman  she  had  ever 
known,*  with  many  accomplishments  which  she  was  enu<P 
merating ;  when  I  stopped  her  in  the  middle  of  her  ca« 
reer,  by  observing,  *  that  ng  woman  in  London  seemed  to 
be  so  much  the  object  of  admiration  as  her  friend/  She 
changed  colour  at  this  remark ;  and,  after  drawing  her 
breath  a  little  longer  than  usual,  said> — <  Miss  Clifford, 
unquestionably,  is  very  much  admired.*  .  *  Nay,'  said  I, 
^  I  only  mean  fry  the  men  ;  for  I  know  that  the  women  in 
general  prefer  others.* 

^  And  pray,'  said  Mrs.  Demure,  ^  whether  does  your 
ladyship  think  men  or  women  the  best  judges?* 

*  The  women,  without  doubt,*  answered  I. 

*  I  am  completely  of  your  ladyship's  opinion,*  said  she. 
<  I  mean,*  resumed  I,  ^  that  women  are  infinitely  the  best 

judges  of  every  thing  that  is  truly  worthy  of  admiration, 
of  every  quality  that  a  woman  of  a  well-formed  mind  can 
be  solicitous  about ;  in  short,  of  every  thing  except  mere 
ie;(ternal  beauty :  of  that,  to  be  sure,  my  dear  madam,  tbt 
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mmi  ore  the  be«t  judges  $  and  tih^r»  with  one  Tf4ce»  giT# 
it  in  favour  of  jour  beloved  friendy  Miss  Clifford** 

<  I  did  not  know»*  said  she^  with  a  face  whieb  had  sud* 
denly  dianged  from  pale  to  crimsoot  <  tbat  they  ¥«re  89 
unanimous.* 

<  O  yes  !*  cried  I,  (for  I  love  io  tonoent  envious  poor 
]ile)*-r*  O  yes,  my  dear^  quite  unanimous,  as  to  facse  and 
sbiqpe.  I  heard,'  continued  I,  ^  the  duke  of —xp*-,  and  you 
know  that  nobody  studies  femide  beauty  more  minutelj 
than  his  grace— Well*  I  heard  him  declare  that  nothing 
had  appeared  equal  in  beauty  to  Miss  Cliibrd.  ftince  the 
reign  of  the  Gunnings,'      ,       .         , 

*  The  duke,'  said  she,  aheeking  a  sigh  and  foremg  a 
smile,  ^  is  an  admirer  of  the  beauties  of  the  latf  agfe)  or  of 
foreign  csountries.««-It  is  sufficient  for  Miss  Clifford  to  have 
lived  some  years  in  Italy  and  France  to  obtain  hi$  admira^ 
tion/ 

I  said  <  I  intsigaorant  that  his  grace  gave  so  great  aprt^ 
lerence  to  foreigners,' 

« Did  you  not  know/  said  she,  *  that  he  is  in  love  with) 
Ae  whole  French  emigration  ?  did  you  not  know  that  thaso 
Fren^  women  are  attempting  to  give  the  tau  in  London 
as  much  as  they  ever  did  at  Paris  ?  and  as  for  my  frigid, 
Miss  Clifford,  she  has  miure  the  air  of  ai|  emigrant  than  of 
an  English  woipian.' 

I  owned  I  had  not  observed  it ;  but  she  asserted  that  it 
was  most  apparent ;  adding,  <  that  she  not  only  had  acquire 
ed  the  air,  but  likewise  the  sentiments  and  manners,  of  tfa/s 
French  ladies,  which,'  continued  she,  ^  are  far  more  free 
ani  easy  than  those  of  our  countrywomen,  and,  probdUy^ 
more  te  He  taste  of  thenun^  whom  your  ladyship  thinks 
the  best  judges  of  beauty^' 

I  was  pleased  to  hear  an  insinuation  of  this  nature;  be^ 
cause  Lord  Beanport,  with  that  equity  which  distinguish** 
es  your  sex,  while  he  allows  himself  the  utmost  latitude, 
is  wonderfMlly  ri^  in  hia  notions  respecting  the  conduclt 
of  women^  His  delicacy)  in  th^t  point  is  carried  to  a 
height  tbat  you  could  .hilrdly  have  conceived  in  a  maii 
who  has  so  rcry  little^in  hie  bebaviour  towards  thenw 
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Wifh  all  tb^  ^nelidfttiolfii  in  the  mAA  to  bdielve  Mm 
Demure^i  insitiuAttons  just,  I  ddttfeM  t  huve  some  doubts 
cm  that  head:  flrst^  because  I  know  the  widow  to  be  aft 
ttlalidous  as  a  monkey,  And  lis  envious  a^  An  bid  maid  i  ^ 
and,  in  the  second  place^  because  I  recollect  a  very  judi^ 
^ous  obseWatioii  of  yours,  ifhen  Miss  j^^^^,  then  in  the 
Moom  of  her  beauty,  was  ^ven  as  the  author  of  a  certain 
report  to  fii^disadvantage--^<7*Ae  tnWmtoa'oa^  ofime  kafiJ^ 
Mmt  iffbman,^  you  said,  <  against  dnothtr  of  superior  beamtyj 
ttrc  never  to  he  betievei.^ 

I  will,  howeter,  make  inquiries  concerning  Mademoiselle 
Cliffbrd,  from  those  whose  testimony  is  more  to  be  de*^ 
pended  on  than  Mrs<  Demure^s.  She  is  too  liandsome 
not  to  have  been  exposed  to  many  attacks,  and  partieu* 
latly  to  those  of  seandal;  yet,  unless  it  be  the  hints  ahov6 
inentimied,  I  have  heard  nothing  to  her  disadvantage,  I 
plainly  perceive  that  both  the  aunt  and  niece  are  alarni^ 
td ;  and,  I  fear,  itith  too  much  reason.  How  ptovoldng, 
after  all  the  trouble  I  have  taken,  if  this  thoughtless  young 
man  should  throw  himself  away  at  last  t  X  am  much  at  a 
loss  how  to  proceed,  and  heartily  wtsh  you  could  come  to 
town,  were  it  but  for  a  week.  I  have  things  to  consult 
you  on  which  I  cannot  ttust  on  paper.  You  will  codie,  t 
tm  sure,  if  you  possibly  can; 

K*  l>BANP01tT. 


LETTER  XLI. 

From  the  Same  to  the  Same. . 

I  CANKof  help'  <4)Setving,  my  good  sir,  that  yout  letters 
have  been  wonderfully  Ia(5otticof  late :  your  last  was  in  the 
mercantile  style^  precisely  confined  to  the  needful.  In 
your  present  confinement  you  must  have  much  time  on 
your  hands :  pray  correct  in  your  ne±t  letter  the  fault  of 
which  I  complain. 

I  am  still  uneasy  on  account  of  this  Miss  Cnfford  ;  it 
18  evident  that  my  son  becomes  every  day  more  attached 
to  her :  what  Will  surprise  you^  however,  she  seems  to  be 
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indifferent  about  him.  Tl^ts,  in  all  probability,  proceeds 
fiom  aff(^tation :  if  so,  miss  is  a  little  out  in  her  politics  | 
she  would  have  succeeded  better  with  Lord  Deanport  by 
affecting  to  be  in  love  with  him.  This  stratagem  would 
fiul  indeed  with  a  woman  so  very  plain  in  her  appearance 
as  Miss  Moyston,  or  any  other  who  did  not,  to  a  certain 
degree,  please  his  fancy ;  but  I  am  convinced,  from  what 
I  have  observed  in  his  disposition,  that  a  woman  who 
pleased  him,  though  ever  so  little  at  first,  and  who  would 
infallibly  lose  him  by  apparent  indifference,  might  gradu- 
ally draw  him  on  to  matrimony  merely  by  affi^ting  an  ir^ 
resistible  passion  for  him.  You  could  hardly  have  an  idea 
how  many  women  of  my  acquaintance  have  obtained  very 
comfortable  marri^iges,  by  making  men,  who  would  not 
otherwise  have  ever  thought  of  them,  believe  that  they  se* 
cretly  languished  for  them.  A  large  share  of  vanity,  with 
a  moderate  portion  of  good  nature^  disposes  a  man  to  fall, 
into  this  snare.  You  lords  of  the  creation  have  in  ge* 
neral  a  far  greater  proportion  of  the  first  than  of  the 
second :  yet  I  know  a  remarkable  instance  in  which  there 
appeared  an  equal  share  of  both.  A  man  of  fortune,  a  re*^ 
lation  of  my  husband,  arrived  at  the  age  of  fifty  without 
the  smallest  inclination  to  marry.  He  had  been  long  ac« 
quainted  with  a  maiden  lady,,  about  ten  years  younger 
than  himself,  with  a  conaderable  fortune,  but  with  a  dis- 
agreeable countenance,  and  a  disposition  resembling  her 
face.  The  man  thought  no  more  of  proposing  marriage 
to  her  than  to  the  Dutch  pug  she  always  had  in  her  lap. 

By  the  failure  of  a  house  in  the  city  she  lost  three-fourths 
of  her  fortune.  A  female  acquaintance  of  hers  happened 
to  lament  this  misfortune  to  my  husband's  relation ;  add- 
ing, as  an  aggravation,  that,  as  she  bad  now  lost  all  her 
money,  her  old  friends  would  no  longer  admit  her  into 
their  loo-parties,  and  the  poor  woman  would  not  know  what 
to  do  with  herself:  she  concluded  by  assuring  him  that 
this  unfortunate  lady  had  long  harboured  a  secret  fond* 
ness  for  him. 

My  husband^s  relation  made  proposals  of  marriage  to 
the  lady,  and  of  course  married  her  next  day. 
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HOBDAimt  . '  til 

My  husiiaiid  was  greatly  astomshed,  and  a  little  pro- 
voked, at  this  step  of  his  relation* 

*  Did  you  marry  her  for  her  fortune  ?^  said  my  lord, 
ironically,  to  the  husband. 

<  Certainly  not,'  answered  he. 

^  Was  it  for  the  sake  of  her  beauty  P  added  my  lord. 

<  No ;  I  cannot  say  it  was,'  replied  the  other. 

*  Did  you  marry  her  for  the  sake  of  her  sweet  tem<f 
perP 

*  Not  in  the  least,'  answered  the  other. 

<  In  the  devil's  name,  for  whose  sake  did  you  marry 
mich  a  woman  ?'  exclaimed  my  lord. 

<  I  married  her  for  God's  sake,'  answered  the  husband, 
with  resignation. 

My  son,  it  is  true,  is  in  little  danger  of  acting  from  the 
same  motive ;  bat  he  is  assuredly  fond  of  Miss  Clifford ; 
and  were  she  to  show  a  par^ity  for  him,  I  should  trem« 
ble  for  the  eonsequence. 

I  undemtand  that  she  rides  uncommonly  well ;  that, 
in  the  north,  she  used  sometimes  to  hunt.  It  is  surpris. 
ing  that  such  excursions  have  not  given  rise  to  some 
stories  that  would  be  worth  communicating  to  my  son : 
perhaps  some  such  may  exist,  though  confined  to  North-i 
umberland ;  if  so,  I  am  in  a  fair  way  of  hearing  of  them. 
I  have  learnt  that  a  certain  Mr.  Froctor  had  for  many 
years  the  management  of  Clifford's  estate,  and  lived  in 
great  intimacy  with  his  family.  The  man,  however,  I  am 
told,  is  rather  on  ill  terms  with  young  Clifford,  and  of 
course  will  not  be  disposed  to  conceal  any  thing  he  knows 
to  the  disadvantage  of  the  family.  This  man  is  in  opulent 
circumstances,  a  widower,  about  the  age  of  fifty,  and  has 
the  reputation  of  being  a  very  prudent  man.  You  will 
probably  suqpect  the  truth  of  the  last  article,  when  I  in- 
form yoa  that  he  lately  made  a  proposal  of  marriage  to  a 
blooming  lass  of  twenty-two.  You  must  remember  Peggy 
Almond,  the  handsome  girl  you  have  seen  with  me  In 
Yorkshire.  As  she  has  little  or  no  fortune,  her  aunt,  and 
other  relations,  were  all  eager  for  her  accepting  so  advan- 
tageous an  ofier ;  and,  the  g^rl  herself  having  more  love 
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fift  bis  ^rtfutie  thftti  ftve^tmi  a^firt  hi^  pertoti,  tbe  nukCeh 
#ould  have  taken  place,  hid  I  not  interfened.  t  tefUit^ 
if  was  0f  more  uie  to  llr.  Procftor,  on  this  ooeaifioii,  tbta 
dil  his  prudence ;  for  t  persuaded  the  girl  to  dedtncf  the* 
offer ;  represefnting  him  as  a:  moroBe,  vulgaff  old  tkiair,  wftto 
wontd  ooop  her  up  in  a  gloomy  bouse  in  Plorehutkiberknd, 
and  prevent  her  from  eter  seeing  London^  or  ftshionable 
life,  toy  more.  My  reiKoii  was»  fhat  if  the'  ittan  had  ^6aIIy 
heeti  so  mad  as  to  marry  her,  t  should  have  lost  her  com-*' 
}teny,  which  I  fitfd  rather  an  amusing  reMirceillkcfft  I  go 
to  tnd  seat  in  Yorkshire,  t,  understanding  that  he  is  soon 
to  be  at  1fork«  when  ofcptxfie  he  will  visit  the  aunt,"  i^ith' 
whom  f^eggy  lives,  t  have  i^tten  to  her  to  draw  firom  bim' 
all  the  information  sb^  ciCd  respecting  the  Cliflbrd  famtly, 
and  particularly  the  private  history  at  tiMiddmoiielle. 
That  she  may  do  ibis  with  the  more  i^eal,  I  have  given  her 
reason  to  hope  that  t  msfy  s^nd  for  her  soon  to  the  capital. 
Tou  cahndt  have  an  idea  of  the  power  of  this  bribe  on  the* 
mind  of  a  girl  deep-read  in  plays  and  novels,*  wbb  is  con- 
strained to  five  in  the  country^  and  is  intoxicated  with 
admiratiocT  of  the  amlrse'ments  of  the  town.  If  Mr.  Pirocf 
tor  had  offered  to  carry  her,  for  f  Wo  or  three  months  every 
season,  to  London,  she  would  have  accepted  his  hand,  in 
spite  of  all  I  could  have  said  of  done.  IndSeed,  it  Was  by 
touring  itet  that  I  would  take  her  thither  with  me  last 
season  that  I  prevailed  oh  her  to  reject  his  suit ;  which  I 
tio  sooner  knew  she  had  done,  than  t  wrotd  amostallec^ 
tionate  epistle,  in  which  I  stated  to  fa^r  an  insurmountable 
reason  for  leaving  her  behind ;  and  poor  Peggy  Was  oblig- 
ei  to  return  to  her  autft  at  York,-  disafppointed  of  a  bas- 
band  ;  ^d,  what  she  felt  as  severely,  disappointed  of  ir 
jipumey  to  London. 

Though  this  girl  is  it  real  resoui^ce  to  me  i^  the  country, 
I  have  not  the  least  n6^  of  bet  in  town,  and  have  there- 
fore always  found  pretext  for  leaving  her  behind.  On  the 
jiresent  occi^ion,  however,  I  thought  it  expedient^to  throw 
out  the  old  lure  to  her,  which,  whether  I  may  find  it  eon*- 
venient  to  verify  her  expectations  or  not,  will  render*  her' 
kappy  iti  the  meantime ;  foi^  I  am  convinced  tOae  thiiiks' 
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M^  4reftiiis  of  ficMdng  tmt  Ixm^cm  e«^ 
mj  last  lettter. 

You  shall  kMiTy  m  good>  Ime^  the  «fiwt  o£  h« 
emManmgWuOkBhvAr  IftthemaaiitiiiisyLeiidammii, 
by  evesy  niMtis  in  my  pofwer,  ta  keep  Miss  Aloyston  and 
her  aunt  in  goecUhumevv :  the  hu:|er  is  the  wMt  tmnfafe^ 
Mme  of  the  two.  She  iHsiste  oa  maUng  tte  acquainted 
wMi  her  most  intimsle  ^friends  and  rdatiens,;  dl  ofi  ichom 
Ae  eharaeteiiaes  as  the  best  ku)d  of  people  in  the  vfMd^ 
end  peribclly  genteel ;  and  idl  of  whom  I  fiadof  themes^ 
disgustiiig  vulgarity.  The  iincoasoioiiaUe  woman  in^ 
sisted  on^viy  aeoompanying  her  to  Lady  MaDgo?^ro«t»  to 
whidi  I  had  previously  detetmiaed  not  to  ge^  havsng  al* 
feady  found  it  a  serviee/Mt  only  of  great  fatigue^  butalso 
of  Some  danger. 

»«ti  you  will  say,  <  Who  k  Lady  Mango  ? 

That  is  a  question  whieb  lequires  an  answer  at  jmma, 
length — ^If  I  find  leisure,  you  shall  have  it ;  for  this  wq« 
raan^s  histery  is  smgnhur  enoug^. 

s.  nBAWfoifrw   ) 


LETTER  XLIL 
TheCoxrsTXSB  of  Deanport  to  Miss  Almokd,  YMt^ 

MY  JlBAR,?Se>«V,  l4m49B^,  .. 

jToir  were  witneoa  to  the  pain  I  felt  on  pur  separalioo  >^ 
the  saaae  cruel  ctitumMaoees  which  pre^rented  via  fkofi^ 
briagiBgyaa  with  nie  to  town  have  i^  piieyentediqgr  an«> 
swering  any  of  the  kind  letters  I  have  reo^ived  .from  you 
sinee  niy  arrival  You  oaaaotiiieagine  how  I  have  been 
woreied  edthrbusiness ;  but  it  is  now  almost  ovel%  and  I  am 
in  some  hopes  that  I  may  stiU  have  it  in  my  power  to  asiid 
for  yon  before  the  end  of  die  soeson.  I  hope  yfur 
annt,  toiwhom  I  beg  you  wiU  prsaeQt  my  affectionate 
oomptinmnta,  will  be  premled  on  to  pact'  with  yo4k 
We'sbaH  rslum  tc^thcv  to  Yorkshire;  an4»  a^er 
yon  aim  tiesd  with  the  amusements  of  the  towa»  I  an-* 
veL*  vn»  s 
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9X4.  M0mmAnm* 

tieifMite  tfte  nmil  SbMIj  vfe  AM  isqay  ai  WiUdv^ 
Bank. 

i  In  one  of  yOiit  letters  you  infimn  nie»  tlMt  it  is  uiUTCita* 
ally  bdiefcd'  im.  Yorkshire  tbftt  I>>rd  Dewport  h  imw^ 
diately  to/be  married  to  Mtsg  Moy8toa;  and  in  ymsur  last 
you  say  that  you  h&ve  just  heard  of  his  having  faJljBn  ti^ 
Ime  with  Miss  Gliffiwd  of  Northnmberiand  $  wbieh  it  was 
-  thought^  would  break  theinfeaded  match.    You  have  too 
nmdi.gooid  sense,  my  dear,  to  believe  all  the  idle  9tori^ 
that  are  circkilslted ;  and  I. hope  you  have  a  better  ofunion 
of  my  son's  understanding,  than  to  imagine  that  he  woidd 
act.  contrary  ta  reason  and-  pnqpriety.    Miss  Moy ston  is  a 
virtuous  young  kdyy  weorthy  of  the  hand  of  the  first  m^ 
Ueman  of  this  kingdom.     As  &r  tb^  Miss  Clifford  y^u 
mention,  I  know  little  or  nothing  about  her ;  but  I  will 
own  to  you j  as  a  friend,  that  yen  have  es^dited  my  ourios- 
ifty  to  know  smnewbat  of  that  damsel.    They  tell  me  she 
has  been  a  good  dedl  abroad,  and  has  mitiefa  the  a|^siranee 
of  a  French  woman.    I  should  like  to  know  on  what  ae« 
count  she  went  abroad  so  uneaBpeciedfyy  what  rumaurM  were 
exdted  in  the  country  on  that  head,  and  how  she  spent 
her  time  in  Northumberland  aflter  her  return :  I  hear  she- 
used  to  hunt  a  good  deaf.    Of  these  tlad  other  particulars 
coneeminf  her,  you  may  procure  me  a  circumstantial  ac- 
count from  your  old  friend  Mr.  Proctor,  who  Uved  on  an 
intimate  footing  with  Miss  Clifford's  father,  and^  had  the 
management  of  his  idTaits  when  be  was  abroad.    I  appiov<« 
ed  of  your  refuutigMr.  Prbctor,  notwithstanding  his  sup> 
posed  wealth;  because  he  is  a/retired  bind  of  man,  and 
lives  not  in  that  sphere  of  lifiBrin  which /yon  are  formed 
for  sbinmg.    I  am  glad,  however,  to'  hear  that  he  atiU 
oontinueji  the  victim  of  your  eyes ;  because  be  may  have 
it  in  his  power  to-  be  useful  to  you  i*  varions  imys. 

I  hear  be  is  soon  tobeat  Yorkv  and  will  no^donbt  be 
frequently  at  your  aunt's  dining  his  stay.  You  will  th«k 
find  opportmiities  of  getting  the  informaition  I  want. 

I  dare  say  that  you  will  manage  the  business  with  yvur 
nsual  address,  and  without  letting  it  be  known  that  I  am 
the  person  for  whom  you  make  the  inquiries.    You  shall 
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Itnoir  at  meeting  on  what  account  I  am  desirous  of  har- 
iilg  tUis  information ;  for  which  I  am  the  more  impatient, 
because  the  sooner  it  comes  the  sooner  will  it  be  ini  my 
j^ower  to  send  for  you.    I  remain  yours  afi^ionately, 

1R4  p. 


LETTER  XLIII. 

The  douKTEss  o/*Deakpobt  to  Jam£s  Gtbindili;.!  ^^i* 

LonUbm. 

XiAi>T  FAftO  was  seised  mbk  a  violent  indigestion,  after 
aupping  v^  heartily  on  capon  stuffed  with  truffles.  This 
tenifled  her  to  such  a  degree,  that  she  has  changed  the 
night  of  her  assembly  from  Sunday  to  Momdaya  She  is 
stiH  very  illi  but  I  sincerely  hope  she  will  recorer }  for  it 
would  bfe  very  hard  were  she  to  make  her  eseap^F  faefora 
I  had  one  other  chance  for  tbtf  money  she  won  fimi  ise  last 
wveic* 

Meanidbile,  as  none  of  my  aoquaitf  tanoe  who  have  card^ 
parties  on  Sunday  are  as  yet  come  to  town,  I  shall  emplcyy 
this  evening  in  endeavouring  to  amuse  mysdf  and  you 
with  the  history  I  promised.  Lady  Mango  is  the  offspring 
of  a  respectable  gtMer  in' the  city,  who^  having  a  variety 
iyf  daughters^  thought  it  a  prudent  speculation  to  send  the 
handsomest,  and  most  troublesome  of  them,  on  a  matrim€»- 
nial  venture  to  Bengal )  where  she  had  the  good  luck  to 
hit  the  fiuicy  of  Mr.  Mango,  just  after  he  had  made  an 
immeDse  fortune  by  some  veiy  advantageous  contracts* 
He  paid  assiduous  court  to  the  girl,  made  her  splendid  o& 
liers,  and  was  in  hopes  of  bringing  the  intrigue  to  a  hap^ 
py  conduoon  wiliiottt  marriage  1  but^  profiting  by  the  esc« 
perieaoe  she  bad  had  previous  to  her  leaving  Londouj  she 
iqected  all  terms  in  which  that  ceremony  was  not  an  arti* 
de.  After  a  hard  struggle  between  his  prudence  and  his 
passion,  the  latter  obtained  the  victory,  and  Mr.  Mango 
was  married  to  Miss  Figgs^ 

He  wfs  one  of  those  men  who  put  a  great  importance 
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on  irh«t§v^r  wiit^ibutps^  ^v9R  w  <^  «imJI«*  4cgWi  ft' 
tbeir  own  6^$^ ;  an^  jittlp  or  pon^  ^  ^bftt  «qq4^c;^}  ®vfi9 
in  the  great^t  d^fff^  to  the  ea<^  qf  ptber*»  Tbi*  disjH»- 
sitipn  is  by  no  means  v^^irj  juicpmnipn ;  but  Mr«  M^ngp 
po§9essed  it  in  rather  a  greater  degree  tl)an  usual.  In  him, 
however,  this  did  not  proceed  from  any  positive  cruelty 
of  temper ;  but  merely  from  an  indolence  of  mind,  which 
prevented  him  from  ever  thinking  of  any  body's  sensations 
but  his  own.  In  the  East  Indies,  where  men  of  hi^  for- 
tune travel  in  palanquins,  have  slaves  to  fan  the  flies  from 
thi^m  while  they  repose,  and  are  surrounded  by  the  most 
obaeqviioua  d^p^ndents,  this  kind  id  indiilgenise  c^  n^lf, 
and  forgelfulnessof  otbers,  may  he  carried  greater  lengths 
without  a  cheek  than  is  £ng}f^d»  Mr#  Mango  was  obr 
Jiged  to  hia  wife  for  inftruetiog  him^  tliat  another  p^ion 
in  bis  own  family,  besides  himself,  bod  a  wiU  of  thett  own  % 
dud  that  it  would  tend  to  his  traoittullity  to  follow  that 
person^s  will  instead  of  hia  own.  This  she  acoompMsheii 
without  the  assistance  of  genius ;  and  without  any  talent 
whatever,  exci^  ohstiiuicj ;  for  in  all  other  reqpeets  she 
wa3  a  weak  woomo.  She  made  it  a  rule  to  insist,  with  mif 
iremitting  perseveranoe,  on  ejery  measure  abe  proposed^ 
until  it  was  adopted  t  and,  by  adhering  to  this  simple  rule, 
all  b^  meesures  were  9ooner  ior.  laler  adopted ;  for,  what 
point  will  not  a  man  give  up»  rather  than  be^  an  eternal 
harping  on  the  same  string  } 

After  Mrs,  Mango  had  obtained  tl^  great  ol^ect  of  her 
voyage  to  the  £ast  Indies^  her  next  was  to  prevail  on 
her  husband  to  return  lo  England  ^  where  the  splendour 
in  which  she  proposed  to  live  was  more  flattering  to  her 
imagination  than  the  luxuries  et  her  eommand  wbese  she 
was.  Mr.  Mango  informed  her,  '  that  the  «yluation  of 
his  affairs  reqiiired  that  his  family  should  remain  Aiuitbei{ 
year  in  the  East  Indies  ;^  and  she  informed  him,  *  that 
it  would  be  better  foair  him  and  his  family  to  return  that 
very  season  to  England.'  Slie  repeated  this  every  day^ 
and  every  hour  of  the  da^,  for  a  month  :  after  which  the 
whole  family  embarked 

On  their  passage  home,  the  wife  was  observed  to  be  in 
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siOKDAOiriri  ffft 

.good  spirhsf  eVeo  when  the  wettther  Wsg  bad  r  whtfi^as 
the  huBband  oomplained  of  ekktiess,  ev^n  irbett  the  \f^iiM 
ther  wts  go6dt  and  a  little  before  they  arrived  at  Potta: 
motitb,  he  acknowledged  to  one  of  the  passengers^  that 
his  laftt  amtraet  was  the  most  unfortunate  one  he  had  eier 
made. 

He  had  haidljr  any  acquaintance  in  London  \  and  he 
was  itot  muoh  flattered  by  that  of  hit  wife^a  relations. 
If r.  lind  Mrs.  Mango  were^  therefore^  seldom  together ; 
and  be  appeared  rather  low<-spiHted  for  some  time  aiYer 
their  arrival :  yet,  when  she  asked  him  hdttr  he  liked  LdtK 
don^  he  had  the  politeness  to  answer^  *  that^  on  the  whole, 
he  preferred  it  to  living  aboard  a  ehip.' 

By  habit,  London  became  less  disagreeable  to  him ;  and 
as  he  saw  little  of  his  wife,  and  had  formed  sobie  new  ac- 
quaintance whose  stkiliety  amused  bim,  h6  began  to  get 
the  better  of  his  dejection,  when  his  spouse  opened  on 
him  a  new  source  of  vexation,  which  lasted  all  his  life. 

Mr.  Mangoes  Christian  name  was  Jeretniab^  When  a 
boy  at  school,  his  comrades,  for  some  wfaimi^cal  reason, 
when  they  wished  to  tease  bim^  used  to  call  him  Sir 
JeremiaL  Nothing  provoked  him  so  much  $  and  he  held 
in  utter  abhorrence  the  appellation  ever  after.  He  never 
signed  Jeremiah^  but  always  J«  Mango.  His  eorrespefnd^* 
ents  were  instructed  to  address  their  letters  to  him  in  the 
same  manner.  If  he  received  one  with  Jernniah  at  full 
length,  it  put  him  out  of  humour  the  wbofe  day. 

Most  unfortunately  for  this  gentleman^  the  husband  of' 
one  of  his  wife^s  acquaintanee  was  knighted ;  and  his  spouse^ 
of  course,  instead  of  Mrs.  Lotion,  was  called  Lady  Lotion* 
This  was  a  great  mortification  to  Mrs.  Mang6,  who  conat-* 
dered  herself  as  the  Superior  of  this  acquaintance,  because 
her  husband  was  richer,  and  because,  as  she  asserted,  she 
was  sprung  from  a  more  ancient  and  honourable  family 
of  grocers  than  the  other. 

Mr.  Mango  having  come  home  one  day  in  a  gayer  hu« 
mour  than  usual  to  dinner,*--arter  a  little  preface^  his 
spouse  saidy  <  that  bis  friends  were  surprised  that  hp  4)4 
not  apply  to  be  created  «  knight*^ 
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The  poor  mail  turned  pale  in  an  instant^  and  burst  inr 
to  a  cold  sweat :  he  veil  knew  the  consequence  of  having 
that  dignity  conferred  on  him  would  be  to  have  the  de^ 
tepted  name  of  Sir  Jeremiah  sounded  in  his  ears  £ot  the 
i^t  of  bis  life.  He  had  often  thanked  his  stars  that  this 
idea  had  never  entered  his  wife'^s  head,  and  had  once  can* 
tioned  ope  of  his  friends  never  to  mention,  in  her  pre^ 
sence^  the  pame  of  a  relation  of  his>  who  made  a  confinu- 
al  display  of  a  foreign  badge  upon  his  breast,  and  had 
i^tr  pronounced  before  his  name.  The  same  friend  told 
me,  that  Mr.  Mango,  in  the  fiilness  of  his  heart,  on  Ihia 
afl^ting  subjee);,  had  ^xpres^  )]imself>  with  some  iWMt 
$ion,  in  the  words  of  Othello ;        . 

».  <  It  has  pleased  heaven 

Vo  tiy  me  wlt^L  afllicUoDy 

To  steep  me  in  marriage  to  the  vei7,]ipa» 

To  gi?e  to  captivity  me  and  my  utmost  hopes s 

Yet  still  I  ^ndy  in  some  place  of  my  soul, 

A  drop  of  comfort.— I  am  not  yet' 

A  fixed  figm«  for  the  time  of  acom 

To  point  his  alow  iinmoving  fiqfer  at****— 

f  For,?  continued  he,  in  a  less  emphatic  tone,  1  though 
I  bear  frequently  of  wiyes  tefising  th^ir  husbands  to  ap. 
ply  to  be  made  knights,  yet  that  cursed  fantasy  hasnevev 
occurred  to  mine;  apd  I  hope  to  slip  quietly  out  of  the 
yorld  without  b^ing  branded  with  the  horrid  appeUation  d' 
Sir  Jeremiah,^ 

Such  beiiig  ttr.  Mangoes  seatimepts,  it  is  easy  to  ima» 
gine  how  much  he  must  baye  been  shocked  at  what  his 
iifife  said.  He  m^tdenp  immediate  reply,  having  some  faint 
hope  that  it  was  a  tninsient  idea  which  she  might  never 
resume.  But  when  .Mrs.  Mango  repeated  what  she  had 
said,  he  meekly  represented  to  her  the  horror  be  felt  at 
the  thought  of  having  the  odious  name  of  Sir  Jeremiah 
cqntinually  resounded  in  his  ears,  and  earnestly  begged 
that  she  would  not  insist  on  a  measure  wbicb  would  sub^ 
ject  him  to  such  ^  mortification, 

'  Tq  this  Mrs^  Mang^  replied,  <  that  he  was  to  blame  in 
disliking  the  nam^  of  Jeremiah ;  that,  though  not  a  roy^* 
al  name,  like  those  of  Davidi  and  Sabmon,  and  Reholioam^ 
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and  others,  yet  it  was  i  scripture  namW  as  tnueh  as  any 
ef  them^  and  the  naine  of  a  great  prophet ;  that  althdug^ 
the  French  re?cJuti6n  had  decreased  the  number  of  kiog^ 
and  increased  that  cf  prophets,  yet  a  great  prophet  was 
^»  great  a  rarity  as  a  great  Inng,  and  in  a  short  timtf,  per* 
haps,  would  be  a  greater ;  that  the  ai^)dlation  43i  ffir  Jeii^ 
miah,  therefore,  wasat  least  as  respectable  as  that  of  Sir 
any  thing  efae.  *  She  also  represented  that  every  a)dennaB» 
oontractor,  apothecary,  physician,  and  broker  in  London, 
who  had  scraped  together  0Qe4ialf  of  his  fortune,  applied 
to  be  crieated  a  baronet  or  knight ;  that  the  difference  was 
nothing  to  her;  and,  as  he  had  no  children,  wa&aslittk 
to  bin;  but  that  it  was  indispensably  ncMCsessary  that  he 
should  be  the  one  or  the  edier/  .  / 

Mr.  Maingo  was  too  well  acquainted  with  the  persever- 
ing temper  of  his  wife  to  have  any  hope,  after  this  declar»- 
tioii,  of  prevmHng  oil  her  to  renounce  her  whim  He 
^dl  knew  that  the  same  representation,  in  more  acrimo- 
nious terms,  would  be  made  to  him  at  iHeakfast,  dinner^ 
and  supper,  as  well  as  in  bed,  uAttl  the  point  was  carried : 
lie  therefore  thought  it  best  to  contest  the  matter  no  long* 
er ;  but,  making  a  virtue  of  necessity,  applied  to  a  friend 
who  had  some  small  interest  at  court,  and  he  was  soon 
afler  created  a  knight,  and  was,  to  his  sorrow,  denominate 
«d  Sir  Jeremiah ;  and  his  wife,  to  her  great  satisfaction, 
became  Lady  Mango. 

After  this,  she  gave  entertainments  more  unmerciftil  by 
than  ever:  she  invited  all  the  West  as  well  as  the  East 
Indies  to  her  routs  and  assemblies,  at  which  she  gUUen 
with  gold  and  jewels,  like  the  queen  of  Sheba  at  Bartho- 
lomew-fair, and  never  fails  to  gather  such  a  crowd,  that 
her  company  are  as  well  squeezed  as  at  any  assembly  or 
rout  within  the  bills  of  mortality,  t  was  present  at  one 
in  very  hot  weather^  when  several  women  fiuntefd ;  ^nd  a 
corpulent  lady,  dressed  in  black  with  a  mass  of  white 
plumage  on  her  head,  happening  to  eqter  at  the  instan^ 
Mr.  Travers,  who  stood  by  me,  said,  <  Thank  heaven  ! 
here  ebmes  a  hearse  to  carry  off  ^e  dead  bodies.^ 
Sut  poor  Mr.  Mango  did  not  long  su]::vive  the  name  of 
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eiat  JtHmehi  k gave  a^IumU:  to  Us  hfurt,  4Uid «  Und  of 
heoddniiffia^  hi*  oh«ek  ««  often  as  he  heard  it  pconpunr 
oed.  He  dimwUed  attd  diftd  4t  no  diataotdate  after  iie  .re* 
4imed  tbefaoaourof  knightllaod*  • 
. .  Though  bk  fate  waa eyidettt  aewal  weeka beforeit^ took 
jplaee,  Mtm  BCeogo  would.uew  admit  that  he  wee  in  snf 
danger,  aor  >eTer  idteved  her  own  waf  of  UviHg*  She  told 
^  compaByi  that  hedeUgbledki  s^ekig^yevjr  bo4]f  tneR^r 
apfiii^ him^.bnt,  whm  the  wa9  told  tfaatbwhuaband  wap 
lM)ttiaIIy  dead»  she  made  at  great  diapUty  of  aorplsiee  <«ad 
wmm^  as  tfy  in  the  midtt of  perfeot  healtb*  b^had  dropped 
down  ia  an  apofd^cy,  • 

HcB  acumw^  however,  beeame  jreal,  wben  hia  laat  wiU 
was  examined.  She  knew  tbat  he  hfid  made  enc  willf  by 
which  she  ^ras  left  a  large  siw  t  but  abe  did  not  know  diat 
Jie hniafierwavds made  motbene,  QanqeUing  the firet,  and 
Jeiving  itbe  whole  of  hie  fortune  among  hia  rations ;  00 
4faat  sbeibaa  nothing  but  the  jointure  panted  by  her  cxuip 
iraet  of  jnariiage,  Thai^  howeyer^  is  «uffi<^ently  ample  to 
^aUe  bee  ^o  indulge  her  only  piM»»ie«,  by  giviag  frequent 
entettoiinnentsi  in  all  of  whieh  she  iaause.  to  appear  aa 
ladic^lou8»  thoi^  not  so  magnificently  dr^sfsed,  asin  -tbe 
daya  of  her  buidb^nd.  The  Meystons  ass^«e  me  that  I 
.am  a  yery  great  fayourite  of  Lady  Mai^-^  eultiyate 
her  partly  as  a  aul^ect  of  hmghteri  but  chiefly  beeame  siie 
is  admired  by  the  Moystons,  The  outlines  of  the  fGg€*> 
going  portrait  I  had  from  the  aunU  The  colouring  you 
wiU^  at  first  flighty  perceiye  to  be  that  of  your  humUe  ^s 
vant. 


t-ETTEE  XLIV. 
Jahjs^  Geindji^l,  £sq.  to  the  Countess  o/'I)EA«^PORt, 

JN  OTHiNG  could.be  more  destructive  of  all  your  ladyship's 
projects,  with  regard  to  Lord  Deanport,  than  his  q^ttach*. 
ment  to  Miss  Clifford,    I  saw  her  first  as  I  passed  through 
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JtmaaoM,  wber^  shs  tfaen  neaukd  wMi  her  &Ui#n  Slit 
iwM  9v«ii  Umu  uoiyersally  mimixed^  nut  only,  oa  aocoiuit 
of  ber  beu^,  but  aba  for  the  aeuteBesB  of  hoc  uadertUmd- 
iiig.  ,  I  WAS  af terwiurdfi  iofpnued,  iduU  «  young  EngUsfap 
man,  of  immense  fortune,  bad  fallen. in. love  with  h«c^ 
fmpoied  marruifei  and  offered  fiettlemenU^  whioh  few 
peecs  could,  wUb  !«<»  inc^oyeniencei  have  inade  good* 
Ser  jrefusal  of  (his  genlleman  was  the  more  eurpiau^ 
beoaiuebe  iwae  of  a  cbaracter  wbicfa  women  in  general 
wMb  most  t^.  find  in  a  husband  s  handsome,  libera],  and  of 
so  pliant  a  temper,  that  fhe  could  not  have  failed  to  have 
bad  theenture  disposal  of  him  and  hie  fortune.  What  do 
you^fhink  was  the  girPs  olge^onP  She  discovered,  that, 
nolwfthetaiKUng  his  having  bad  an  university  eduealioli^ 
be  had  not  the  least  taste  for  reading ;  of  course,  was  ri^ 
tber  ignorant ;  and^  in  ber  opinion,  forsooth,  greatly  be- 
peatb  the  intellect^  standard  wb.ich  she  thought  indifr. 
peneable ;  and  ehe  viewed  him  with  a  kind  of  compassioo, 
berderii^  on  eqntempt.  The  most  ^surprislog  part  of  the 
story  is^  that  the  father,  instead  of  combating  thechildisb 
and  romantic  notions  of  his  daughter,  rather  encouraged 
them^  Thus  this  man  of  etrmg  sense  and  gentua  lost  an 
opportunity  of  marrying  his  daughter  advantageously ; 
which  a  man  of  common  sense,  without  a  particle  of  genius, 
would  have^  seised. 

This  very  singular  prejudice  of  the  girl  in  favour  of 
pedants,  I. presume,  did  not  last  long;  for  in  France  and 
Italy  she  was  distinguished  for  the  graces  and  accomplish* 
,  ments  peculiar  to  her  sex ;  seemed  to  know  the  full  value 
of  Qven  her  entente/,  charms,  and  to  have  the  same  taste 
with  other  beauties,  for  admiration  on  their  account 

There  can  be  no  doubt  of  her  having  severely  repented 
tho  egregious  folly  of  her  conduct  at  Lausanne,  which  in- 
deed nothing  but  youth  and  inexperience  could  render  at 
all  excusable.  The  more  sensibly  she  feels  for  her  error, 
the  more  anxious  will  she  be  to  rea  ir  it,  .when  a  similar 
opportunity  occurs. 

As  for  her  airs  of  indifference  respecting  Lord  Deanport, 
they  proceed,  I  am  convinced,  from  coquetry^  and  are  in- 
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tended  to  fan  his  flame  up  to  the  mnrrjmg  {Mnnt ;  tor^ 
though  naturally  of  a  lively  temper,  yet  I  understand  tliat 
she  is  of  a  very  different  character  from  her  brother,  who 
is  one  of  the  most  radi,  headstrong  young  fellows  aliv#y 
everlastingly  in  one  scrape  or  another. 

But,  though  she  may  deserve  the  character  of  being  far 
more  circumspect  than  him,  it  is  by  no  means  improbable 
that,  during  her  residence  abroad,  or  since  her  return,  she 
may  have  been  suiBciently  unguarded  in  her  conduct  to 
leave  room  for  constructions  which  would  have  a  Strang 
elRsct  on  the  suspicious  mind  of  Lord  Deanport:  but  this 
must  be  managed  with  great  delicacy ;  any  attempt  to  pre* 
judice  him  against  her,  without  being  successful,  would 
rivet  him  more  to  her  than  ever.  Nobody  knows,  better 
than  your  ladyship,  how  easy  it  is  for  a  woman  to  convince 
her  lover  of  her  innocence,  and  to  turn  his  rage  against 
her  accusers.  Whatever  accounts  you  may  recnve  from 
Miss  Almond,  therefore,  I  dare  say  you  wUl  be  cauthma 
respecting  the  manner  and  terms  in  which  they  are  com* 
municated  to  your  son. 

Your  ladyship  may  think  the  idea  whimsical ;  but  I 
cannot  help  being  of  opinion,  that  your  son  might  be  cur- 
ed of  his  partiality  for  this  lady  by  insinuations  of  a  differ* 
ent  nature.  You  must  have  observed,  that  he  never  could 
endure  the  company  of  persons  of  distinguished  genius ; 
and,  though  nobody  can  be  more  fond  of  the  reputation 
if  wit,  or  more  ready  to  display  every  spark  of  that  kind 
that  occurs^  to  his  imagination,  yet  he  hates  the  same  dis- 
position in  those  who  are  more  successful  than  himself 
He  can  bear  no  rival  near  the  throne :  he  shuns  all  com* 
panies  in  which  he  is  not  considered  as  supreme,  not  only 
m  rank,  but  repartee.  He  finds  little  difficulty  with  re- 
spect to  the  first ;  but  when  he  adheres  rigorously  to  th^ 
last  article,  his  society  is  confined  to  admiring  dependents, 
listeners,  and  others,  whom  your  ladyship  used  to  express 
uneasiness  at  seeing  him  connected  with.  This  prejudice 
against  the  society  of  men  of  talents  or  genius  he  has  in  a 
still  stpnger  degree  against  women  of  the  same  descrip. 
^on.    He  cihnot  bear  the  company  of  a  female  who  ba^ 
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the  leftst  pyetensioii  of  that  kind :  Md  I  am  very  mudi 
mistaken,  if  all  the  pa^ion  he  feels  for  Miss  ClilTord  could 
muntain  its  ground  against  the  dislik  be*  has  to  women 
cf  distii^ished  wit  and  «in<der6tanding,  which  he  emool 
always  suppress,  even  to  his  nearest  relations.  I  am  not 
absolutely  coBTinced  that  you  yourself  are^  on  all  occa» 
aions,  an  exeeption. 

In  my  humble  opnion,  therefore,  you  have  a  better 
chance  of  breaking  bis  connection  with  Miss  Clifford  by 
representing  her  to  him  as  a  woman  of  spirit,  highly  ac 
eomplished  and  intelligent,  than  by  insinuationGi  to  the 
prgudice  ci  her  diameter  in  any  respect ;  besides,  her 
whole  conduct  and  cmnversation  will  tend  lo  confirm  your 
representations  respecting  the  first,  and  to  destroy  the  ore- 
dht  of  the  aeeimd* 

I  understand,  indeed,  that  though  Miss  Ciift>rd  really 
possesses  a  good  deal  of  wit,  she  is  not  so  apt  to  exhibit  it 
in  mixed  company  as  most  people  of  wii  are :  it  may  be 
necessary,  therefore,  to  engage  some  of  your  female  ac* 
quaxntanee  to  provoke  her  in  the  presence  of  brs  lordship^ 
by  an  attack  on  some  of  her  absent  friends ;  this  will  cer- 
tiunly  throw  her  off  her  guard,  and  she  will  defend  them 
with  a  spirit  which  will  show  her  in  her  true  colours  i 
or,  if  you  should  not  have  an  opportunity  for  this,  it 
would  answer  the  same  purpose  to  invent  a  few  ion- 
vipU,  (an  easy  task  for  your  ladyship),  and  have  tbem  re* 
peated  to  your  son  as  the  happy  effusions  of  Miss  CliffordVi 
wit 

I  have  heard  of  the  Mr.  Proctor  yon  mention :  he  is  a 
weak  man.  He  r^ected  very  tempting  offers  for  his  in- 
terest at  an  election,  though  he  had  no  other  conhection 
with  the  candidate  he  supported  than  his  having  been  the 
friend  of  CliffcMrd,  the  &ther:  this  seems  next  to  idiotbm; 
far  Mr.  Clifford  was,  at  that  time,  dead. 

However  his  love  to  Miss  Almond,  and  hatred  to  young 
Clifford,  may  prompt  him  to  disclose  circumstances,  re* 
specting  his  sister,  which  may  promote  your  ladyship^s 
scheme,  I  must  repeati  that  you  cannot  be  too  cau- 
cus .of  avoiding  any  insinuati9ns  iigains^  the  young 
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U4y9  whoBe  bigthboi  it  likti j  to  be  d]<oo?er«d  to  your 
fton. 

I  am  extieniely  ooooerned  that  I  oatmot  ka^d  ihb  place 
at  piyient.  Besides  hia  bodily  diseaae^  aoy  poor  ebvuin  ia 
in  80  very  weak  a  stote  of  mind,  that  he  could  be  swayed 
to  any  thing  by  those  around  him  \  atid  I  eaa  trust  none 
of  them.  I  do  not  beUeve  that  any  deed  be  eoold  exeeute» 
in  his  present  state,  would  be  valid  in  law  t  but  I  am  iiol 
certain  Uiat  it  would  not ;  and  still  less  what  he  might  be 
induced  to  do  if  I  were  absent  b  I  au  resdved^  tibeiefore, 
not  to  quit  my  post  till  all  is  orer.  There  is  no  knowing 
how  long  he  may  linger,  for  the  doctors  cannot  petsuade 
him  to  take  any  of  their  prescriptions* 
.  I  hope  Lord  Deanport  is  fully  sensiUe  of  the  oUiga* 
tions  he  lies  under  to  your  ladyship  for  the  great  atlsntioa 
you  have  always  paid  to  his  interest^  and  that  he  will 
show  his  gratitude  in  the  most  substantial  manner  as  soon 
as  his  marriage  with  Miss  Moyston  is  concluded  ;  but  I 
do  believe  thaif  or  some  other  event  of  the  same  nature^ 
must  previously  take  place*  He  may,.  I  imagine,  be  pre* 
vttled  on  to  part  with  what  he  feels  superfluous ;  but  I 
question  greatly  whether  any  sense  of  obligation  will  make 
Um  yield  to  another  what  he  thinks  in  the  smallest  degree 
necessary  to  himself. 

I  admire  the  portrait  prodigiously  that  your  ladyship 
was  so  obliging  as'  to  send  me,  especially  the  colouring, 
which,  in  my  opinion,  is  exquisite^  It  is  long  bince  I 
knew  that  you  were  a  very  ingenious  artist,  but  I  was  un«< 
acquainted  with  your  chief  excellence  before.  There  is 
one  other  use,  however,  which  you  might  make  of  Lady 
Mango  and  her  East-India  friends,  bendes  that  of  tunn 
ing  them  into  ridicule:  they  generally  play  deep,  and 
some  of  them  very  inattontively.  I  dare  swear  your  hu 
dyship  would  win  from  most  of  them,  in  whatever  aeai  you 
were  placed.  I  remain  your  ladyship's  most  obedient  and  * 
faithful  servant, 

J.  OaiNPILI,, 

P.  S     Your  hulyship  is  so  admiritble  a  pmnter,  that 
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I  dioidd  be  kigfalf  oUiged  fiir  a  sketdb  of  tbe  fiur  wliow 
Demuroy  fram  your  penoU.  You  seem  to  think  me  better 
aeqattatfld  with  her  than  I  am. 


LETTEH  XLV. 
Lady  Peanpobt  fa  James  GeindilLj  Esq. 


I  WIX.L  not  bs  IQ  upoaodid  as  ^  dispute  the  validitj  of 
jrour  reasons  for  remaining  fixed  to  your  post.  I  should 
never  foi^ve  myself,  if  in  consequence  of  your  yielding 
X  'to  my  solicitationf  your  cousin  were  influenced  by  those 
around  him  to  make  settlements  prejudicial  to  your  inter- 
eat.  Whilst  I  r^et  your  absence,  therefore^  1  cannot 
lielp  approving  of  your  persevemnce. 

You  shall  have  the  sketch  you  desire,  of  the  widow  De- 
mure v-^though  she  tries  to  conceal  some  of  her  «tronge8t 
feauires,  I  think  I  have  caught  them  all. 

I  beg  you  to  take  notice  of  my  goodness,  in  comply- 
ing with  your  request,  at  tbe  very  instant  when  you  refuse 
mine^ 

Mrs.  Demure^s  fkther  bad  a  large  estate  in  one  of  our 
WesUjndia  islands :  her  mother  was  a  native  of  that  coun- 
try. When  they  quitted  it,  to  establish  themselves  in 
England,  their  family  consisted  of  two  sons  and  a  daugh- 
ter ;  so  that,  although  the  father  was  rich,  diis  daughter 
had  but  a  moderate  portion. 

The  Christian-names,  of  Mary,  Ann,  Elisabeth,  &a 
which  it  was  anciently  the  custom  in  this  island  for  pa- 
i^ents  to  bestow  upoh  their  da\ighters,  began,  some  years 
ago,  to  be  changed  for  Maria,  Anna,  Eliza.  Those,  with' 
other  royal,  imperial,  and  poetical  names,  came  iafterwardd 
so  much  in  fashion,  that  Carolinas,  Charlottas,  Augustasr, 
Julias,  and  Sophias,  are  now  to  be  found  in  every  allej 
of  London ;  and  particularly,  as  I  have  been  told,  in  the 
environsof  Covent-Garden  and  Drury-Lane.  This  being 
the  case,  it  was  not  surprising  that  the  mode  Was  trans- 
»  ,  ported  to  our  West^India  islands. 
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The  iiiiiK<  oT  lbs.  Dtemiire's  fidher  was  BUdc ;  ka4, 
ibt  dlhrbtiah  name  of  her  grandmotber,  from  whom  h^ 
lodked  for  a  legacy,  Grizzel.  The  old  ladj  expedled  that 
the  child  should  be  named  after  her ;  and  both  the  piKrentg 
agreed  that  it  would  be  dangerous  to  disoblige  her :  they 
told  her,  however,  that  they  wished  to  add  two  other  very 
delightful  names :  and  the  old  lady  had  the  complaisance  to 
say,— ^  ThflCt  she  Had  no  objection  to  their  giving  their 
dai^ght^r  as  many  names  as  they  pleased,  provided  hera 
was  one  of  tbem.^  They  had  already  prepared  the  tw^ 
niunes  which  they  thought  best  Calculated  to  oorect  the 
vilifying  impression  of  GriazeL  Mrs.  Demure's  mai^en^ 
namfe,  therefore,  was  Angelina  Gelestina  Griazel  Black. 

She  was  only  nine  years  old  when  she  came  to  Eng^ 
land^  At  twelve  or  thirteen,  when  English  females  are 
generally  considered  as  children,^  Angelina  Gelestina  bad 
moch  the  appearance  of  a  woman*  She  #as  already 
beautifuL  The  advance  of  time  promiscld  perfection  to 
the  rising  beauties  of  her  person,  and  opened  fresh  chacBM 
in  her  countena|M:e.  The  effect  of  time,  on  the  cbarlns 
of  the  mother,'  was  directly  the  reverse. — She  did  not  peiv* 
oeive  this  in  her  looking-glass;  but  she  became  sensible 
of  it  in  a  moaner  still  more  mortifying,  by  an  evident  di- 
i^ipution  in  the  attentions  of  the  men^  wbiob  began  to 
turn  from  herself  to  her  daagbter;  and  the  beauties  of 
the  one  seemed  to  blodin  in  proportion  as  A<fte  of  the  a* 
ther  withered.  The  mother^  at  last^  considered  her 
daughter  in  the  light  of  a  thief,  who  stole  fr9m  her  those 
goods  on  which  she  put  the  highest  value  i  and  she  felt 
an  aversion  for  fatr  accordingly. 

With  all  the  stress  which  some  pe(^Ie  put  on  what 
they  call  natural  affection,  this  does  not  seem  to  me  at  all 
extraordinary;  for  what  is  more  natural  than  to  hate 
those  whom  we  see  enjoying  what  we  have  lost.  I  have 
heard  the  mother  eondemned,  on  that  accouut,  by  men 
who  had  an  abhorrence  to  the  sight  of  their  own  nearest 
relations,  fer  no  other  reason  than  because  they  were  heirs 
to  their  estates:  as  if  it  were  not  n^ore  provoking  to  see 
another  enjoying  what  you  have  been  deprived  of,  during 
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jfoiiff  life)  tb«n  merely  to  know  that  he  in  to  pogsess  it  af. 
ter  your  death  Aq4  I  shall  leave  it  to  any  beautiful  wo« 
iBum  to  judge,  whether  it  would  not  both  mortify  and  pto^ 
voke  hfer  more,  to  see  her  beauty,  than  to  see  her  estate, 
Iraosierred  to  another.  Yet  men  are  astonished  that  Mrs. 
Demure^s  mother  should  have  a  prejudice  against  her  own 
daughter  i  It  must  be  confessed,  Mr.  Grindill,  that  of  all 
the  inconsistent  animals  on  earth,  men  are  the  most  so. 
Your  whole  sex  is  a  composition  of  vanity,  caprice,  and 
eoBtradicticm.  I  will  not  deny,  however,  that  there  are 
exceptions 

But  to  return  to  the  history  of  Miss  Angelina  Celesta 
tia  Griszel  Blacks 

Her  father  was  an  extravagant,  thoughtless  man,  but 
extremely  indulgent  to  his  daughter.  The  mother  had 
iMver  loved  her  husband,  and  now  disliked  him  more  than 
ever,  on  aecount  of  that  indulgence :  she  became  daily 
niore  peevish  and  morose  to  her  husband^  and  treated  heir 
>daughter  with  augmenting  severity^  Yc^ung  Angelina'^s 
4isposition  did  not  improve  by  the  example  of  that  mutu<h 
al  detestation  which  existed  between  her  father  and  rdok 
ther.  She  coaxed  and  laujghedi  at  the  one,  cireadfed  and 
liated  the  other,  and  tried  to  deceive  both.  The  ex- 
travi^^ance  of  the  sons  ruined  the  father^s  affairs,  and 
bnfug^t  him  to  his  grave.  Narrow  circumstances  iricrea^ 
ed  the  malignant  tempers  of  the  mother  and  cfaiigfater^ 
who  now  lived  in  a  state  of  most  acrimonious  discord  with 
leaeh  other.  The  former  was  sometimes  overheard  pour- 
ing reproaches  of  a  singular  nature  upon  her  daiighten 
£ome  people  imputect  these  entirely  to  tde  intemperance 
of  the  woman ;  but  it  is  not  likely  that  a  mother  would 
•ecuse  a  daughter  without  foundation.  The  yoiing  tiUly, 
no  doubt,  heard  of  the  rumours  which  those  aiccdsationk 
gave  rise  to,  for  she  became  at  once  wonderfully  circum- 
qaeet,  hypocritical,  and  pri;idisb. 

Having  seen  the  distress  which  the  ruinous  state  of 
her  fatber^s  affairs  h^  thrown  his  family  into,  she  grew 
§o  fopid  of  money,  (a  disposition  she  had  never  before  ma- 
nifested), that,  ^n  hec  opinio^,  life  wa$  hot  worth  holding 
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trithout  a  great  deal  of  it.    T6  secure  so  ^simtial  na  at«i 
tide,  therefore,  and  to  be  relieved  from  the  vexatbus  of 
her  mother,  she  accepted  the  hand  of  Mr.  Demate,  a  mmt 
extremely  rich,  and  extremely  infirm,  of  the  same  eharaok 
ter  and  the  same  age  with  her  father,  and  of  an  appear^, 
ance  more  disagreeable  than  men  usualtj  are  at  any  age. 
He  was  generally  confined  one-half  the  jrear  M^ith  the  goal?. 
She  displayed  a  great  deal  of  care  and  sympathy  about  tiM 
poor  man,  nursed  him  in  his  confinement,  warmed  hi»  flaa- 
nels,  smoothed  his  pillow ;  and  made  him  beileYe,  at  last, 
that  she  really  bad  some  aifection  for  him. — What  is  so  ex« 
travagant  and  inconsistent,  that  handsome  women,  assisted 
by  men's  vanity  and  self  love,  cannot  make  them  believe  f 
Some  of  those  who  were  witnesses  to  her  behaviour 
were  so  imposed  on  by  the  tender  and  sympathising  nuu^ 
ner  in  which  she  performed  those  disgusting  ofllees,  tfait 
they  adopted  the  .opinion  of  her  husband  t  as  if  it  were  not 
infinitely  more  likely,  that  a  young  woman  should  act  the 
part  of  a  hypocrite,  which  is  so  natural,  and  which  the  pi^ 
judices  of  men  has  rendered  so  necessary  to  young  woapea) 
than  that  she  should  have  an  affection  fi^r  an  infirm  man . 
Besides,  Mrs.  Demure,  from  particular  eiroumstanoes^ 
had  been  even  more  habituated  to  diesimulation  thtm 
young  women  usually  are.    She  had  been  under  tbe  n^ 
cessity  of  concealing  her  feelings  ftom  an  earlier  date 
than  common.     She  had  served  a  long  apprenticeship  to 
hypocrisy  and  simulation. 

After  she  took  the  intrepid  step  of  marryipg  sueh  a 
Vfian  as  Mr.  Demure,  it  was  incumbent  on  her  to  ovetv 
come  her  disgust,  however  strong  it  might  be,  and  seem 
to  love  him :  it  was  ecjually  incumbent  on  her  to  perse^ 
Vere  till  his  death ;  had  she  relaxed  in  her  caresses,  be 
might  have  served  her  as  Sir  Jeremiah'  Mango  did  his 
lady. 

Still  some  people  were  astonished  that  even  those  eoo- 
{^derations  could  prevail  on  a  woman,  so  formed  for  plea- 
sure, to  submit  to  so  long  a  deprivation ;  for  the  man 
held  out  a  full  half  year  after  her  marriage ;  which,  no 
doubt,  was  a  longer  period  than  she  had  calculated  on« 
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&tit  this  dificulty  is  reinoTdd/by  supposing  that  sber 
tobmitted  to  Ao  iiich  thing;  which  is  my  fixed  opinion. 

On  tMe  deiath  of  her  husband,  Mrs.  Demure  had  tod 
Cfuieh  sagncity  to  over-act  the  part  of  the  sorrowful  widow 
hi  the  iWicolous  manner  Ladj  Mango  had  done.  She 
knew  very  W'ell  that  every  person  of  common  sense  wasf 
l^ersuaded  that  she  internally  rejoiced  at  the  etetit ;  she 
therefore  exitibited  no  grcfater  signs  of  affliction  than  deJ^ 
tencj  required^  It  is  true  that  she  6Qftitinued  Her  weedfif 
longer  than  was  absolutely  necessary ;  but  that  was  be^ 
cause  she  had  been  iold  that  Mr;  Slordaunt  had  said  shU 
never  ;bad  locked  so  beautiful  and  interesting  as  in  them: 

Her  partiality  for  bim  was  discovered^'  or  strongly  su&i 
i)ected :  though  she  Hlid  decrivad  her  husband,  she  could 
iiot  conceal  it  frolni  her  sharp-sighted  rivats.  She  hoped, 
however,  to  ovei^me  his  well-known  ave'r^oh  to  mari 
riage ;  but  he'  gave  no  hint  of  any  change  of  sentiment  in' 
ihat  article;  She  trie4  what  coldness  would  do  ;  and  af^ 
fected  a  reserve,  of  which  she  had  never  hetdre  made  him! 
sensible :  he  bore  this  with  eqi&nimity^  and  turned  hiiaf 
littentionji  to  other  Women  r—^this  she  Could  hdi  etidure  i"^ 
and  therefore  dtew  him  back,  by  a  diiiplaj^  of  all  her  L»r- 
mer  partiality/  About  this  juncture,^  as  I  anoT  fully  per. 
suaded;  he  was  indulged  in  the  strongest  pbssit>te  proofs 
6f  ber  kindness;  At  no  fery  distant  period  aft^r  this/ 
howev^,  a  complete  rupture  seems  to  have  taken  place  be« 
iween  them.  Seme  imputed  this  to  Mordauat's  usuial  in« 
constancy ;  bthe^  thought  it  #as,  in  a  great  measure,' 
6wing  to  an  occurence  which  made  sbnue  noise  at  thatf 
time; 

Mrs;  Demure  had  a  negro^maid,  of  the  name  of  Phillis^ 
who,  from  her  childhood/ had  be^n  attached  to  her  person/ 
and  bad  always  ^^en  every  probf  of  affection  to  her  mis« 
tress.  The  giflbnce  forgot  to  execute  somie  oider  which' 
hex  mistress  had  issued:  the  neglect  was  of  no  import- 
ance;  but  it  was  dbcovered  ii^hen  the  lady  happened  to 
be  in  a  very  ill^^hnmoirr.  She  threatened  to  have  the  girl 
punished  with  all  the  severity  that  is  used  in  the  Westi*. 
^   troL;  vii;  t 
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Iddia  islands.  The  giH  hinted^  that  the  law  oT  Engknid 
stood  ia  the  way  of  such  an  outrage.  Mrs.  Demure  he^ 
eam^  iostaiitly  sensible^  that  what  the  girl  insinuated  was 
true.  She  said  nothing  more  on  the.  subject ;  and  appear- 
ed to  have  forgotten  the  affair,  and  to  be  reconcile  to  her 
maid. 

.  About  two  months  after^  however,  Fbillis  was  decoyed 
on  board  a  ship  just  ready  to  sail  for  the  West  Indies^ 
with  directions  that  she  should  be  delivered  to  the  mana- 
ger of  her  brother^s  estate,  who  was  instructed  to  turn  her 
Aolkong  the  fieId«*negroes. 

So  far  from  being  sensible  that  she  had  behaved  cruelly, 
Mrs.  Demure  boasted  of  this,  as  an  ingenious  and  proper 
manner  of  punishing  the  sauciness  of  a  slave. 

PeopIe^s  opinions  were  divided  on  the  subject.  The 
West-India  merchants,  and  those  concerned  irf  the  slave- 
trade,  who  certainly  ought  to  be  the  best  judges,  thought 
that  Mrs;  Demure  served  Phillis  right  3  others  were  of  a 
different  way  of  thinking.  Every  body  allows  that  FhH- 
lis  is  a  sweet*tempered  obliging  girl ;  but,  after  all,  she 
was  a  slave ;  and  if  slaves  are  treated  with  what  they 
call  humanity,  how  are  we  to  have  sugar  ? 

People  ought  to  allow  themselves  to  reflect  seriously  on 
consequences  before  they  decide  in  matters  of  this  kind. 

I  have  been  assured,  however,  that  Mr.  Mordaunt  was 
shocked  when  he  heard  of  this  transaction ;  for,  though 
he  is  by  no  means  a  weak  man  in  other  respects,  he  is  ex- 
ceedingly compassiohate,  and  rather  romantic  in  his  ideas. 
Whether  this  was  the  chief  cause*  of  his  breach  with  Mrs. 
Demure  cannot  be  ascertained :  but  what  gives  some 
weight  to  that  notion  is,  that  he  wrote  to  a  friend  in  the 
West  Indies  to  purchase  Phillis  as  soon  as  possible,  and 
send  her  back  to  England  by  the  first  opportunity;  which 
was  done  accordingly*  The  girl  is  now  free  and  happy,' 
in  the  family  of  Mr.  Mordaunt^s  friend.  Colonel  Sommersw 

When  Mrs.  Demure  came  to  the  knowledge  of  this,  it 
redoubled  the  wrath  she  had  already  conceived  agcunst 
Mr.  Mordaunt.  Her  usual  caution  and  dissimulation  are 
apt  to  forsake  her  at  the  bare  mention  of  his  name ;  the 
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]eMt  alluaton  tb  tbar  efex  having  been  friends  disturbs 
her.  I  sometimes  touch  on  the  tender  part  on  purpose, 
and  she  winces  immediately.  At  my  instigation,  Lady 
Blunt  has  pressed  upon  it  more  roughly^  which  neve^  £uls 
to  set  her  a  fretting^  to  the  satisfaction  of  al  who  know 
hen  This  tends  to  confirm  all  that  is  whispered ;  but,  as 
I  aili  solidtous  to  have  such  confirmation  of  this  as  would 
satisfy  others,  I  have  frequently  endeavoured  to  draw  it 
from  Mordaunt.  t  never  expected  tliat  I  could  bring 
him  to  a  direct  avowal ;  but  I  had  some  hopes  that  he 
would  deny  it,  as  is  usual  enough  with  certain  fine  gen- 
tlemen, in  sqch  manner  as  would  leave  no  doubt  of  its 
truth*  •  In  this,  however,  I  was  disappointed.  I  tried  to 
tempt  him  by  informing  him  of  a  strong  instance  of  Mrs* 
Demure^s  malice  against  himself.  Even  this  had  no  ef- 
fect;  andy  if  I  had  nothing  to  form  a  judgment  from  but 
the  words  and  behaviour  of  Mr.  Mordaunt,  I  should  be 
under  the  necessity  of  concluding  that  my  suspicions  are 


I  understand  that  it  is  a  principle  of  his,  that  no  in- 
stance of  rage  or  malice  on  the  part  of  a  woman  can  just- 
ify a  man  for  betraying  the  confidence  she  once  placed  in 
him.  I  believe  Mrs.  Demure  knows  this,  which  embol- 
dens her  to  use  the  freedom  she  does  with  his  <;baracter. 

I  will  now  acquaint  you  with  the  particular  reason  I 
have  for  hating  this  woman.  After  she  had  lost  all  hope 
of  subduing  Mordaunt^s  aversion  to  marriage,  she  turned 
her  eyes  on  Lord  Deanport.  I  was  a  little  surprised  at 
the  very  obsequioiis  manner  in  which,  of  a  sudden,  she 
paid  her  court  to  me,  till  I  discovered  that  my  son  was  as 
obsequiously  paying  his  court  to  her :  the  one  explained 
the  other.  I  was  seriously  alarmed,  though  this  occurred 
before  I  thought  of  Miss  Moyston.  I  knew  Mrs.  De- 
mure to  be  a  most  deceitful,  intriguing,  ambitious,  and 
interested  woman,  a  character  which,  above  all  others,  I 
abhor.  I  was  convinced  that,  from  the  moment  she 
should  become  his  wife,  I  should  have  no  influence  over 
him ;  that  he  would  be  lost  to  me  as  much  as  if  he  were 
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in  his  grave.  Besides^  what  lenders  the  idea  &F  such  a 
marriage  preposterous^  independent  of  every  other  cir^ 
cumstance,  is  her  being  so  much  older  than  my  son  9 
though  she  had  the  impudence  to  assert  that  they  were 
nearly  of  the  same  age :  as  if  it  were  possible  that  any 
body  could  believe  that  I  am  as  much  older  than  her  as  I 
must  admit  myself  to  be  older^han  Lord  Deanport.  Yoa 
cannot  be  surprised  that  I  determined  to  break  his  con*' 
nection  with  d  woman  capable  of  such  a  gross  calumny. 

I  do  not  assert  that  his  passion  for  Mrs.  Demure  was  as 
violent  as  that  which  he  felt  for  Miss  Clifford ;  but  still  I 
found  that  I  had  undertaken  a  diffeult  task.  It  is  easier 
to  prejudice  men  against  plain-looking  women^  of  the  very 
best  character,  than  to  alienate  them  from  bemitiful  wo* 
men  whose  charactersr  are  equivocal,  or  even  positively 
bad.  The  story  of  the  negro^girl,  which  had  fro^h  the 
passion  of  Mr.  Mordaunt,  had  little  or  no^  effect  on  Lord 
Deanport. 

After  various  attempts  to  disentangle  him  from  the* 
stiares  of  Mrs.  Demure,  t  at  last  hit  on  a  device  which 
^  Succeeded. 

It  was  not  Mi^s.  Demure's'  disposition^  nor  any  thing' 
respectilig  her  mind,  that  bewitched  my  son :  though  i£ 
would  have  been  easy,  it  would  have  been-  superfluous,  to 
have  attacked  her  moral  qualities.  Her  beauty,  and  the 
high  idew  he  had  of  her  personal  charms,  were  the  only 
spelh  by  which' she  bound  him  to  her.  My  aim^  there- 
fore,  was^  to  weaken  or  dissolve  these ;  for  which  purpose 
I  had  it  distantly  insinuated  to  my  son,  that,  ia  spite  of 
her  apparent  healthy  she  was  tainted  with  a^  certain  here- 
ditary  distemper,  for  whicl^  I  knew  he  had  the  greatest 
horror.  I  adopted  this  expedient  with  the  less  scruple, 
because,  for  any  thing  I  know  to  the  contrary,  the  insi- 
nuation may  be  true : — be  that  as  it  may,  it  entirely  cured 
my  son  of  his  love; 

From  this  sketch  yott  will  form  a  pretty  just  idea  of  my 
sweet  friend  Mrs.  Demure.  You  may  observe  the  influ- 
ence of  a  little  flattery  ;  the  praise  you  bestowed  on  my- 
portrait  of  Lady  Mango  tempted  me  to  this  last  task. 
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though  I  really  have  more  important  business  on  my 
hands. 

I  expect  to  hear  from  Miss  Almond  every  hour.  In 
the  expectation  of  seeing  you  soon  in  liondon,  in  conse* 
<|uence  of  the  Welshman's  setting  out  on  a  longer  jour- 
ney, I  remain,  yours,  &c. 

1C.  il£AKP0aT. 


LETTER  XLVI. 

Miss  Almond  to  the  Countkss  o/*Deanport. 

York.    ' 

xxs  the  favour  and  protection  with  which  your  ladyship 
honours  me  form  the  chief  happiness  of  my  life,  the  fresh 
proof  of  your  confidence,  which  appears  in  your  last  let*^ 
ter,  affords  me  heartfelt  pleasure* 

Your  ladyship  does  roe  no  more  th^n  justice  in  think-. 
ing  that  I  would  not  readily  believe  your  son  would  act 
with  so  much  impropriety  as  to  forsake  a  young  lady  of 
such  shining  virtues  as  Miss  Moyston  possesses,  for  one 
who  hasy  perhaps,  little  else  but  p^rspnal  charms  to  boast 
of. 

It  would  be  astonishing,  indeed,  if  a  nobleman,  so  ac-. 
complished,  and,  permit  me  to  say,  though  I  know  you 
bate  flattery,  but  this  is  not  flattery,  one  who  owes  his 
best  accomplishments  to  the  best  of  mothersr— I'  say  it 
would  be  astonishing  if  he  should  act  unlike  a  man  of 
quality  in  the  important  point  of  marriage.  He  ought  to 
remember  that  he  has  to  support  the  dignity  of  his  ances- 
tors ;  for  he  is  not  like  the  new-*made  lords,  who,  they 
say,  have  hardly  any  ancestors  at  all :  v^hereas  every 
body  knows  that  few  men  in  England,  or  even  Wales^ 
have  more  ancestors  than  his  lordship. 

My  Lord  Deanport  has  made  the  tour  of  Europe,  and 
seen  a  great  deal  of  the  world ;  but,  by  making  only  the 
tour  of  Yorkshire,  he  might  have  learned  to  make  a  good 
bargain,  and  have  discovered  that  nothing  supports  the 
dignity  of  an  ancient  family  so  much  as  money .-^I  once 
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saw  Miss  Moyston  at  the  play-house  in  York,  when 
Othello  was  acted*  To  be  sure  that  young  lady's  eoun* 
tenance  cannot  be  called  exceedingly  beautiful;  but  I 
hope  his  lordship  will  view  her  visage  in  her  vast  fortune^ 
just  as  Desdemona  says  she  view^  the  black  visage  of  her 
lover  in  his  mind. 

I  have  delivered  your  ladyship's  a£Fectionate  complt- 
ments  to  my  aunt,  who  desires  me  to  return  the  same  to 
you ;  and  I  am  sure  she  understands  politeness  too  well 
to  refuse  your  request,  that  I  should  wait  on  you  this  sea^ 
son  in  London,  where  I  can  enjoy  as  much  rural  felidty 
as  in  the  country ;  so  that  your  ladyship  will  not  need  to 
leave  it  for  Willow-Bank  sooner  than  is  quit^  convenient 
Indeed,  I  must  confess  that  my  aunt  could  part  with  me 
now  more  easily  than  at  any  other  time,  because  she  has 
just  began  a  very  long  romance,  and  likewise  expects  a 
visit  from  her  sister-in-law,  who  will  stay  with  her  at  least 
three  weeks ;  and  over  and  above,  she  has  just  received  a 
present,  whiph  never  fiiils  to  comforf  her  wh^n  sh^  is  nerv? 
pus  or  in  low  spirits. 

As  for  Mr.  Proctor,  whose  proposals  your  ladyship  took 
60  much  pains  to  prevail  on  me  to  refuse,  on  account  of 
his  a^  and  bf  ing  morose,  and  living  in  Northumberland, 
I  own  I  have  suffered  a  good  deal  of  ill-humour  from  my 
relations  on  that  account.  They  are  continually  telling 
me  of  young  women  like  myself,  who,  notwithstanding 
their  being  married  to  men  older  than  Mr.  Proctor,  are 
the  mothers  of  several  children  ;  that,  so  far  from  being 
morose,  he  is  a  cheerful,  good-natured  man,  with  whom  I 
€puld  do  what  I  pleased,  and  might  easily  persuade  to  live 
a  good  part  of  the  year  in  London.  I  am  determined, 
howeyer,  never  to  repent  having  followed  your  ladyship^s 
counsel,  though  he  should  never  renew  the  same  proposal, 
nifhich  surpriseime  a  little  that  he  never  has;  but  I  am 
fully  convinced  fhat  your  ladyship  will  never  allow  me  to 
be  a  loser  by  having  followed  your  advice. 

My  aunt  informed  me  yesterday  that  she  understood 
that  Mr.  Proctor's  journey  to  York  was  delayed;  and 
beref  ore  f  fibfill  not  haye  an  opportunity  of  speaking  tc 
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Inm  on  the  tulyect  your  ladyship  mentlooA:  but,  that  I 
may  show  my  obedience  to  your  commands,  and  do  all  in 
my  power  to  procure  you  the  inrormation  you  require,  I 
wrote  to  him  directly,  and  have  no  doubt  of  hia.ansiveriB^ 
my  letter  speedily. 

Had  it  not  been  to  oblige  your  ladysliip,  I  should  have, 
scrupled  to  have  written  to  any  man  that  is  not  a  n^ar  re- 
lation, and  far  less  to  him,  particularly  as  he  has^nisver 
repeated  his  prcqipsal,  which  several  of  my  relations  think, 
in  politeness,  he  ought  to  do;  because  a  lover  that  takes 
the  first  refusal,  they  say,  is  no  h^er  at  all.  Bat  as  for 
that,  he  may  do  as  he  pleases;  ibr  I  am  quite  certain,  as 
I  said  before,  that  your  ladyship  is  too  generous  to  allow 
me  to  be  a  loser  by  following  youradvice,  being  all  from 
one  who  is,  and  ever  will  be,  your  ladyship^s  most  faith* 
ful,  most  obedient,  and  most  obliged,  hlunbIe^8ervant^ 

MAmGAR^T  AI»910K]». 


LETTER  XLVIL 
Miss  Almond  to  Baviel  Paocroii,  JSi^. 

SIR,  York. 

jxLr  aunt  desires  me  to  return  you  thanks  for  the  potted 
shrimps  you  were  so  good  as  to  send,  as  well  for  the  six 
bottles  of  cherry  brandy  that  came  by  the  same  co^ch.  . 

I  am  obliged  to  you  for  the  favourable  opinion  you  still 
retain  of  me,  as  expressed  in  your  letter  to  my  aunt.  I 
qan  assure  you  that  my  declining  your  proposal  did  not 
proceed  from  any  objection  to  your  persoti,  or  even  to 
your  age  ;  for,  I  must  confess,  I  never  was  an  approver 
of  those  giddy  women  who  have  a  taste  for  husbands  that 
are  too  young* 

My  hesitation  respecting  your  proposal  of  marriage,  a- 
rose  entirely  from  a  kind  of  delicacy,  which,  as  1  am 
sometimes  nervous,  produces  a  dread  of  matrimony,  that 
1  cannot,  all  at  once,  overcome.  From  the  friendship 
you  still  express  for  me,  I  dare  say  it  will  afford  you  plea* 
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iate  to  know  thitt  I  hav«  lew  of  this  Mrvbis  oomplttiil 
WBce  I  took  $teeUpiUsi  by  the  advice  of  young  Dr.  Iron* 
Ade9,  who  has  great  skill  in  womenV  cjomplaints :  he  is' 
the  son  of  your  acquamtiwce>  tlie  old  doator,  who  has  left 
off  practice.  But,  tp  proye  to  you  that  you  possess  a 
great  dfef^  ^  iny  iConfid^nc|»  and  esteem,  I  wiU  inform  y6u^ 
Aat  a  ptmion  of  high  mk  in  the  state  has  applied  to  me  for 
as  m^y  airciimstaiip^s  as  I  can  collect  reppectiag  the  family* 
pf  the  late  Mr.  Clifford  of  Northumbeirlaiid,  against  som^* 
of  vhom^  particularly  the  daughter,  it  is  easy  tq  perceive 
that  my  friend  has  repeiTed  .unfavourahle  impitessions. 
As  you  ?rere  lo^g  acquainted  with  that  whch  family,  ancf^ 
i  have  heard,  have  li^en  ungratefully  used  by  them,  I 
fhought  you  ^he  propeiest  person  I  could  spply  to  fot^ 
such  an  ^ef^xj^jip  pf  her  as  will  be  agreeable  <»  my  fnend|^^ 
whom  I  have  it  much  a^  heart  to  xdbU^e. 

Miss  iCliffqug^  i§  said  tp  hay^  sqmething  the  appearance 
jind  air  of  a  French  Foman ;  but  t^at  may  be  |ier  misfor«i 
tune  more  than  her  fault ;  fo^,  no  dopbt,  shp  i^puld  nu 
^her  look  like  an  English  woman,  if  she  could ;  though;, 
it  must  b^  own^d,  the  French  dress  the  n^est. 

It  is  alfp/sa^d,  tha^  in  Northu^dbQrland  she  used  to  gq 
l^hunting  with  men,  and  that  her  father  carried  her  a^ 
broad  yery  suddenly,  which  occasioned  vinous  rumoun| 
llhrough  the  country.  I  hope  you  vill  be  able,  soon,  to 
send  a.  satisfactory  answer,  as  to  thp  abovip  particularS| 
to^  sir,  your  m^st  obediei^t  s§ryant| 

W.   ALMOKn. 

P#  S.  We  hear  you  intend  tp  live,  for  the  future,  one 
baTf  of  the  year,  sit  least,  in  {^ondon ;  which  gives  great 
pleasure  to  piy  aunt,  and  many  of  your  friends  at  York, 
because  they  if  ill  have  the  pl^sure  of  seeing  you  as  you 
go  and  return. — %%  is  alp  reported,  ^hat  Miss  Proctor  is 
jttstgoing  to  b^  ^larried,  and,  therefore,  to  leaye  your 
liouse  for  that  of  hfi(  husban^*  Tliis  must  give  great  sa« 
^sfaction  po  her  as  w^ll  as  her  husbi|nd ;  fofr  I  hear  she 
|s  very  pretty.  Sol  give  you  joy,  with  all  my  hearty 
and  hope  yoq  wpl  Ipt  iQp  know  if  t|ie  r^rt  be  true. 
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LETTER  XLVIII. 

Me.  Proctor  to  Miss  Almonh. 


X  AM  gift^  that  the  8hti<Dp$  and  brandy  arrived  safy. 
The  Jai^  time  I  bad  the  pleasure  of  dining  with  you,  I 
remeiit^b^r  'yonfur  having  praised  a  dish  of  the  former,  which 
made  me  <»rder  some  to  be  potted  for  you.  And,  as  your 
worthy  aunt  complained  of  a  pain  in  her  stomach,  which 
obliged  her  to  take  a  glass  of  cherryrbrandy  before  she 
f?oul4  venture  to  t^ste  the  port  after  dinner,  I  presumed 
to  send  a  ^w  bottles  for  her  particular  use.  This  explains 
the  reason  of  my  choosing  diese  two  articles,  which  other^ 
wise  ihigfat  seem  unsuitable  presents  to  ladies. 

As  to  the  requests  conveyed  in  yoi^r  letter,  now  lying 
Dh  the  desk  before  mie,  I  assure  you  that  you  cannot  be 
more  earnest  to  oblige  any  person,  however  high  in-  point 
of  rank,  or  of  whatever  importance  in  the  state,  than  I  am 
to  fulfil  your  desire;  for  whiph  reason,  that  I  may  fulfil 
it  in  the-  cirpumstaptial  manner  you  require,  I  shall  post- 
pone all  otheir  busii^ess  until  I  shall  have  finished  this  let-^ 
ter,  which  I  foresee  will  be  pretty  loYig.  I  begin  this  task 
the  more  willingly,  because  it  will  remove  the  prejudices 
of  your  correspondent  against  a  worthy  family ;  and  few 
can  be  inore  worthy  than  that  of  my  late  honoured  frien^ 
Mr.  Clifford,  with  tl^p  exceptions  howeyer  that  shall  be 
hereafter  excepted. 

To  avoid  prolixity,  without  farther  preface,  for  brevi? 
ty'^s  sake  I  must  acquaint  you,  that  Mr.  Clifford  was  a 
gentleman  of  a  respectable  family  and  good  estate  in 
Northumberland^ 

Soon  after  he  returned  from  His  travels  he  married  Lady 
Horatia  Fit^herbert,  a  young  woman  of  quality,  with  a 
yery  moderate  fprtunc ;  but,  were  I  to  enumerate  all  the 
good  qualities  of  this  admirable  lady,  my  letter  would  ex? 
tend  to  a  very  great  length  indeed ;  and  therefore,  for 
brevity^s  sake,  as  a  worthy  old  friend  of  mine  used  to  say, 
jin^  I  ^d  before^  {  shall  onl^  assure  you  tl^at  she  wa^ 
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universally  acknowledged  to  be  the  most  aoeomplishcd 
woman  in  all  Northumberland,  which  is  the  largest  county 
in  England  except  Yorkshire. 

For  the  space  of  ten  years  after  their  marriage,  Mr. 
Clifford  and  Lady  Horatia  spent  a  few  months  every  year 
in  London,  and  the  rest  in  the  country.  At  the  end  (vf 
that  period,  their  family  consisted  of  a  son  of  nine  years 
of  age,  and  a  daughter  of  six,  for  whofe  education  Mr^ 
Clifford  and  his  lady  resolved  to  liv^  entirely  at  London ; 
a  resolution  which  occasioned  much  sorrow  ift  tl)^  P^igb^ 
bourhood  they  quitted^  I  was  then  intrusted  with  the 
management  of  Mr.  Clifford's  affairs,  and  had  always  op* 
portunities  of  seeing  him  when  I  went  to  London ;  which 
was  as  seldom  as  I  could,  because  I  greatly  pr^fer  Morr 
peth :  not  from  any  foolish  partiality  to  my  native  city, 
or  because  there  are  not  agreeable,  sopiety  to  be  met  with 
in  liondon,  but  merely  on  account  of  the  other  b^ing  og 
the  whole  the  pleasantest  place  of  the  two, 

Mr.  Clifford's  son  was  put  to  Westmipsterrscbool :  the 
daughter  received  the  instruction  that  wt^  thought  nef- 
cessary  under  the  eye  c^  her  mother ;  and  the  progress 
she  made  in  various  accomplishments,  in  the  space  of  two 
years,  are  said  to  be  wonderful  At  that  period  Lady 
Jloratia  died.  This  affecte4  her  husband  so  inuch^  that, 
leaving  }ns  son  at  Wes(minster*8chool,  he  retired  with  his 
daughter  to  his  house  in  Northumbjerland,  and  never  en* 
tirely  reooyerefl  hi^  spirits  afterwards.  So  far  from  re- 
suming that  style  of  hospitality  in  which  he  had  lived  for* 
merly,  and  for  which  his  family  had  long  been  distin- 
guisbjed  in  the  county,  he  now  entertained  only  a  very 
(ew  friends,  and  those  but  seldom. 

It  has  been  said,  that  men  who  are  passionately  fond 
pf  hunting  have  no  great  relish  for  books ;  but  Mr.  Clif- 
ford had  a  very  great  relish  for  both :  from  which  you 
will  observe,  my  dear  young  lady,  that  there  is  no  rul^ 
without  an  exception.  But  it  must  be  acknowledged^ 
that,  for  a  considerable  time  after  the  death  of  his  lady, 
Mr.  Clifford  entirely  left  off  hunting,  and  spent  most  of 
JiM(  tiine  in  his  library ;  aqd  bi&  chief  plea^iure  was  to  pb* 
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terve  the  improvement  of  his  daughter's  understanding, 
who,  young  as  she  then  was,  spent  several  hoars  every 
day  in  reading  to  her  father,  and  in  conversing  with  him 
on  what  she  had  read :  by  which  means  she  acquired  a 
taste  for  some  parts  of  literature  that  are  seldom  cultivate 
ed  by  women.  Now,  it  is  generally  said,  that  this  ren* 
ders  women  pedantic  and  disputatious  in  company :  but 
here  again  I  must  repeat,  that  there  is  no  rule  without 
an  exception  ;  for  Miss  Horatia  Clifford  is  extremely  mo» 
dest  and  unpresuming  in  company,  which  is  what  cannot 
be  said  of  some  very  ignorant  ladies  of  my  acquaintance. 
Among  other  accomplishments,  Miss  Clifford  was  at 
great  pains  to  acquire  that  of  playing  on  the  harp,  an  in<* 
stroment  of  which  her  father  was  exceedingly  fond,  and 
which  she  accompanied  with  her  voice,  which  was  won<« 
derfuUy  sweet. '  She  generally  chose  plaintive  and  moin'n^ 
ful  airs.  In  this,  I  confess,  I  think  she  judged  wrong, 
as  merry  tunes  would  have  been  more  likely  to  cheer  up 
his  heart ;  whereas  most  of  those  she  played  and  sung  to 
him  were  so  very  sad,  that  they  would  have  made  the 
most  cheerfully-disposed  people  melancholy.  This  was 
the  more  surprising,  because  the  young  lady  is  naturally 
of  a  cheerful  temper,  with  a  great  deal  of  vivacity ;  but 
I  suspect  that  she  preferred  mournful  airs  not  so  much 
from  her  own  taste  as  to  humour  her  fatfaer'*s  melancho* 

I  remember  once,  that  when  she  was  in  the  middle  of 
pne  of  those  sorrowful  tunes,  the  very  tears  burst  from 
my  eyes  before  I  knew  where  I  was.  I  [never  was  so 
much  ashamed  in  my  life,  and  I  endeavoured  to  conceal 
it  as  much  us  I  could  ;  but  whether  Miss  Clifford  perceiv* 
ed  it  or  not  I  am  uncertain ;  for  it  is  so  contrary  to  the 
disposition  of  that  young  lady  to  hurt  any  person,  or  to 
put  them  in  the  least  out  of  countenance,  that,  I  am  sure, 
she  would  have  seemed  not  to  have  observed  this  instance 
of  my  weakness,  even  although  it  had  struck  her. 

A  little  before  his  soii  left  Westminster-school  for  the 
university,  Mr.  Clifford  put  him  under  the  particular  care 
pf  one  of  his  friends^  and  then  set  out  with  his  daughter 
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for  Switzerland,  '  This  did  not  happen  suddenly,  as  ha« 
been  represented  to  you,  nor  j^t  unexpectedly ;  for  he 
talked  of  it  a  full  year  before  they  went.  I  remember  of 
BO  conjectures  or  rumours  upon  the  occasion,  unless  the 
sorrow  of  all  who  knew  them,  and  the  lamentations' of  th^ 
poor,  are  thought  sqch. 

After  passing  two  years  in  Switaerland,  and  making  the 
tour  of  all  the  cantons,  Mr.  Cliffi>rd  proceeded  with  hii 
daughter  to  Italy ;  where,  I  believe,  they  staid  nine  months, 
and  returned  through  France  to  England  about  the  time 
that  young  Mr.  Clifford  left  the  university,  and  soon  aft 
ter  went  on  his  travels  to  France  and  other  foreign  coun« 
.  tries.     You  say  it  is  reported  that   Miss  Clifford  looks 
very  like  a  French  woman  ;  as  for  my  own  part,  I  can 
neither  confirm  nor  refute  this  report,  having  never  had 
any  personal  experience  of  French  women.    Indeed  I 
never  saw  any,  knowing  them  to  be  such,  except  one  who 
danced  on  the  tight-rope  at  Sadlers- Wells  when  I  was  last 
in  London.     She  was,  to  be  sure,  remarkably  nimble ;  but 
as  for  her  taste  in  dress  (begging  pardon  for  differing  in 
opinion  from  you),  I  must  confess  I  did  not  much  admire 
it.     I  therefore  think  you  are  much  in  the  right  in  choos-^ 
ing  to  look  like  an  English  woman  ;  as  for  ipy  own  part,  I 
cannot  conceive  any  human  creature  more  beautiful  than 
Miss  Clifford  was  after  she  returned  to  England. — You 
will  please  to  remember,  my  dear  Miss  Almond,  that  the 
present  company  are  always  excepted^ 

I  ought  to  have  mentioned  before,  that  the  sedentary  • 
manner  of  life  which  Mr,  Clifford  adopted,  immediately 
after  the  death  of  his  lady,  had  so  much  affected  his  healtht 
that  he  was  directed  to  ride  several  hours  every  day ;  and, 
as  he  could  not  bear  to  be  d?prived  of  the  company  of  his. 
daughter,  shegeneral)y  accompanied  him-:  by  whi^h  meansi. 
she  became  an  e^^pert  and  fearless  rider ;  which  when  her 
father  perceived,  he  resumed  what  had  formerly  been  hi& 
favourite  diversion,  and  his  daughter  sometimes  accompa* 
nied  him  when  he  went  out  with  the  hounds.  This  I  da 
suppose  is  the  only  foundation  for  the  report  that  hast 
lea^h^d  your  ei^rs  of  her  going  i^hunting  with  men^  anc( 
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irhich  I  suspeet  to  have  be^n  propagated  by  evii«d(kpo6ed 
pefftons ;  for  how  can  we  otherwise  accotint  for  th^  plural 
melt  bmng  adopted  instead  of  the  singular  tnan^  and  the 
omitting  to  mention  that  the  nian  was  her  father  ? 

I  canitot  help  remarking,  my  dear  miss,  that  ydu  makel 
ho  inquiry  concerning  the  pecuiliaty  circumstances  in 
which  Mr.  Clifford  left  his  family*  This  I  suspect  to  be 
An  omission  on  your  part,  which  I  will  now  supply,  topre« 
tent  your  being  put  to  the  trouble  of  writing  another  let* 
ter  for  information  on  that  essential  article;*  Mr.  Clifford 
was  possessed  df  a  landed  estate  of  near  thi*ee  thousand 
pounds  a  year,  and  of  a  considerable  sum  in  the  public 
funds ;  twenty  thousand  pounds  of  which  was  intended 
for  his  daughter's  portion^  and  all  the  rest  of  his  fortune 
ibr  his  som 

I  am  sorry  to  add  that  the  son  behaved  very  imprudent-* 
ly,  (for  he  is  the  exception  alluded  to  at  the  beginning  of 
this  letter)^  Notwithstanding  the  gen^rcnitl  allowance  he 
had  from  his  father,  this  thoughtless  young  mdn  Contract* 
ed  much  debt  before  he  had  been  full  two  years  abroad; 

Mr.  Clifford  desired  him  to  give  in  a  list  of  all  his  debts^^ 
which  were  immediately  paid.  This  exhausted  all  that 
Mr.  Clifford  bad  in  the  fiinds,  except  the  twenty  thou* 
sand  pounds  which  he  had  by  will  destined  for  his  daugh«i 
ter's  portion^  and  whioli  he  had  determined  should  not  be 
affected  by  the  son's  extravagance. 

This  young  man  itom  his  childhood  had  given  signs  of 
«i  head«strong  impetuous  disposition,^  and  he  was  naturally 
efndo#ed  with  uncommon  strength  and  agility  of  body. 
The  first  often  engaged  him  in  quarrels  with  his  compa^ 
ffions  at  Westminster-school  i  and  the  second  obtained  him* 
the  victory  very  frequently,  when,  in  strict  justice,  he  de^ 
served  to  have'  been  beaten.  And  perhaps  this  was  the 
otigin,  or  laid  the  foundation^  of  that  proud  and  haughty 
temper  which  he  has  since  manifested  in  various  instancesf 
which  I  could  recapitulate  if  it  were  necessary/  But  hy* 
pocrisy  and  deceit  formed  no-  part  of  this  young  man'ar 
character ;  therefore,  his  having  got  a  physician  to  write 
a  false  statement  of  his  health  to  his  father,  and  his  hav^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


iDg  pretended  that,  the  air  of  Naples  was  Jrequiate  for  # 
disorder  in  his  breast,  when  he  really  was  passing  the  car«> 
nival  at  Venice,  surprised  every  body :  but  it  was  after* 
wards  known  that  those  devices  were  the  suggestions  of  a 
certain  lady^  who  shall  be  nameless,  who  was  at  Venice  at 
that  time,  and  whom  I  have  heard  called  a  woman  of 
easy  virtue,  in  my  opinion  by  a  misnomer ;  for  I  strongly 
suspect  that,  notwithstanding  her  rank,  she  was  in  reality 
a  woman  of  no  virtue  at  all.  It  also  appeared  that  he  ha4 
givefn  a  false  statement  of  his  debts,  for  he  actually  owed 
five  thousand  pounds  about  a  year  after  all  was  supposed 
to  have  been  cleared. 

Mr.  Clifford  was  shocked  at  his  son^s  extravagance, 
and  still  more  at  this  deceit ;  and,  on  account  of  those 
and  other  instances  of  his  son^s  ill-conduct,  he  threatened 
to  disinherit  him,  and  leave  his  whole  fortune  to  his 
daughter,  with  the  exception  of  a  moderate  annuity,  to 
be  placed  in  the  hands  of  trustees^  for  the  young  man^s 
use.  This  would  have  taken  place,  had  it  not  been  for 
the  repeated  solicitations  of  Miss  Clifford ;  by  which  she 
prevailed  on  her  father  to  pay  all  the  debts,  by  taking 
up  a  mortgage  of  five  thousand  pounds,  part  of  what  had 
been  secured  for  her  own  patrimony.  Without  the 
knowledge  of  his  daughter,  however,  he  made  a  new  will, 
and  burdened  his  estate  with  this  five  thousand  pounds, 
as  a  debt  due  to  her  at  his  death. 

The  ill-conduct  of  his  son  greatly  affected  not  only  the 
spirits,  but  also  the  health  of  Mr.  Clifford,  which  declin-" 
ed  visibly,  in  spite  of  the  medical  skill  of  those  who  at« 
tended  him.  Miss  Clifford,  being  greatly  .alarmed,  pro- 
posed that  he  should  go  to  London,  and  put  himself  un- 
der the  care  of  the  most  celebrated  physicians  there.  The 
practitioners  in  the  North  thought  this  improper,  because 
of  the  fatigue  of  the  journey,  which,  they  said,  would  be 
attended  with  great  danger :  and  they  also  hinted,  that  he 
would  receive  no  benefit  from  the  prescriptions  of  the 
London  doctors.  Mr.  Clifford  himself  was  averse  to  the 
journey  ;  but«  perceiving  that  it  would  afford  satisfact;ion 
to  his  daughter,  he  resolved  to  set  out.    I  accompanie4 
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iheA  to  thd  metropolis.-- -So  At  from  being  the  wone 
for  the  journey,  he  grew  e^identlj  better  all  die  time 
we  were  on  the  road.  But  though  the  northern  practi* 
tioners  were  mistaken  in  thinking  that  the  journey  would 
do  hartih  they  were  right  in  their  other  prognostic,  that 
the  prescription*  of  the  London  pbyricians  would  do 
no  good.  Indeed,  it  is  a  very  singular  circumstance,  in 
ibis  case,  that  the  patient  should  have  mended  as  soon  aa 
he  was  taken  from  the  oare  of  the  doctors  in  the  country, 
and  that  he  should  have  grown  worse  soon  after  he  was 
put  under  the  care  of  those  of  the  town.  This  seems  al- 
together unaccountable.— Mr.  Clifford  died  about  a  month 
after  his  arrival  in  London.  One  of  those  practitioners 
who  attended  him  in  Northumberland  has  since  assured- 
me  that  he  would  infallibly  have  recovered  if  he  had  re- 
mained in  the  country  under  bis  care.  I  concealed  this 
▼ery  carefully  from  Miss  Clifford,  as  it  would  have  aug- 
mented her  grief,  which  was  already  excessive*  I  was  at 
one  time  apprehensive  that  it  would  have  thrown  her  in- 
to the  same  complaint  of  which  her  father  died. 

I  really  believe  she  was  saved  from  this  by  the  friend- 
ly and  affectionate  behaviour  of  Lady  Diana  Franklin,  a 
woman  of  extraordinary  good  senscj  who  was  the  only 
person  Miss  Clifford  could  bear  to  converse  with  for  a 
considerable  time  after  her  father^s  death.  Lady  Diana 
liad  been  the  intimate  companion  of  her  mother,  had  al* 
ways  lived  in  great  friendship  with  her  father,  and  loved 
the  young  lady  herself  with  the  affection  of  a  mother. 

She  has  a  very  pleasant  house,  within  twenty  miles  of 
London,  to  which  she  carried  Miss  Clifford,  and  where 
they  remained  for  several  months  without  seeing  any  com- 
pany, except  Miss  Juliet  Fortescue,  an  intimate  friend  and 
school-<roropanion  of  Miss  Clifford.  This  young  lady 
was  a  very  considerable  heiress ;  and  she  has  since  be- 
stowed her  hand  and  fortune  more  wisely  than  many 
heiresses  do,. being  now  the  wife  of  Colonel  Sommers,  a 
brave  officer,  with  whom  she  lives  most  happily  at  her  e- 
state  in  the  bishopric  of  Durham. 

Lady  Diana.  Franklin  is  notj^ly  a  woman  of  exraordi*; 
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ilf»y  good. 8eiipe»  which  I  told  you  hi^e;  but^  whidi  Z' 
did  iic^  tell  you.  before,  she  is  also'  of  a  very  cbeerfal  and 
aodaUe  disposition^  notwilhstaiidiDg  that  she  ds  an  old 
ibaid:  for,  as  I  have  already  reidfarkcd  more  than  once,' 
fliere  is  no  rule  wiihoui  an  exception. 
>  As  she  still  is  a  very  agreeid>le-lookiDg  woman^  and 
iras  very  handsoaae  in  b^^yonth,  it  seems  surprising  thalf 
eliebas  remained  unmarried;  yet  I  have  known  other 
women  of  xhs^t  detoription  who  never  had  an  offer  of  mar* 
riage  in  their  life:  but  Lady  Diana  had  a  v^y  ampW 
|)atriraony  besides  ;  and  I  confess  I  never  knew  a  woman' 
<if  this  description  who  had  not  a  great  many.- 

.Though  your  inquiries  are  confinect  to  the  Clifford  fa*' 
inily,  yety  as  I  have  mentioned  this  worthy  bdy,  I  will- 
add  another  drcumistshste  conci^ning  h/er,  which,  I  dare 
toy,  you  will  think  interesting,  nbtwitltstanding  that  ilr 
occurred  many  yeaii  ago^  At  the  age  of  twenty«two/ 
Lady  Diana  was  actually  betrothed  to  a  young  man  of 
tank  and  of  very  great  expectatlbn ;  he  was  sieizied  with' 
a  fever,  of  which'  he  ified  on'  the  very  day  that  had^  been 
fixed  for  their  fh&rriage. 

One  of  youif  tender  dispd^tion,  my  4ear  MissT  AIi!kiond,« 
will  naturally  sympathize  with  a  woman,  though  a  atran'«« 
ger,  on  so  severe  a  niisfortune.  It  is'  sud  that,  in  the" 
violence  of  Iter  affliction,  she  determine  never  to  marry. 
This  is  not  so  extraordinary  as  that  shW  should  have  ad-*^ 
hered  to  her  resolution,  notwi^tanding  higr  having  been 
often,  solicited  to  depart'  from  it.  She  did  not,;  however,* 
remain  very  long  in  abtolute  retirement/  but  returned  to 
the  society  of  those  whose  frieihdsbip  she  had  formerly 
cultivated  ;  for,  as  JLady  Horatia  on<:e  told  me/  <  though" 
her  friend  Lady  Diana's  heart  was/by  this  cruel  event,- foi^ 
ever  shut  against  love,  it  was  still  open  to  friendship.^— ^' 
She  lived,  accordingly,  in  the  most  intTmate  friendship 
with  Lady  Horatia  aitd"  Mn  Clifford  until  thdr  death  ;  - 
ikfter  which,  all  the  tender  attachment  she  had  fop  the  pa« 
l^ts  waiS  devolved  on  the  daughter ;  and  her  parental  so*- 
licitude  to  prevent  the  young  lady  from  becoming  a  prey  • 
focon^nued  sorrow  was  crowned  with  success.    She  wa^ 
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gradttidly  brought  to  bear  oompany*  and  to  jdn  in  am« 
venation*  I  do  not  take  upon  me  to  assert,  howeTeri 
that  time  did  not  assist  the  endeavours  of  Lady  Diana  in 
alleviating  the  sorrow  of  Miss  Clifford ;  for  time  is  a  great 
destroyer  of  grief,  as  well  as  of  other  things,  as  I  myself 
experienced  since  the  death  of  my  wife. 

What  may  seem  to  you  very  singular  is,  that,  although 
this  young  lady  is  generally  cheerful,  and  sometimes  in 
very  high  spirits,  yet  she  can  seldom  refrain  from  tears, 
and  always  is  seized  with  a  fit  of  melancholy,  when  the 
name  of  her  father  is  mentioned.  There  are  people  who 
insinuate  that  this  proceeds  from  affectation,  because  she 
is  able  to  resume  her  natural  gaiety  soon  after ;  but  those 
people  certainly  mistake  her  character,  which  is  above  af- 
fectation :  and  I  should  think  they  also  mistake  human 
nature  in  general ;  for  is  not  the  life  of  man  a  tragi-^o- 
medy  ?  At  least  it  is  still  so  in  England ;  though  I  am 
told,  indeed,  that  in  France  it  has  beea  of  late  a  continu* 
ed  tragedy. 

Young  Mr.  Clifford  returned  to  England  when  he  heard 
of*  his  father^s  death  ;  at  which,  from  what  I  have  hinted 
already,  perhaps  you  may  imagine  he  would  feel  little 
concern :  but  in  that  you  would  do  him  wrong ;  for  though 
this  young  man  had  been  inconsiderate  and  headstrong 
enough  to  dkoblige  and  vex  his  father  when  alive,  he  was 
,not  hardened  enough  not  to  feel  sorrow  and  remorse, 
therefore,  after  his  death. 

Though  his  sorrow  was  sharp,  however,  it  was  not  last- 
ing :  the  company  he  imprudently  kept  effaced  it  too  soon, 
and  he  returned  to  foreign  countries,  where  he  now  is.  It 
is  to  be  hoped  that  he  will  reform,  for  he  is  still  young. 

Having  now,  with  as  little  prolixity  as  the  nature  of 
the  case  would  admit,  answered  your  inquiries  in  a  man- 
ner which,  I  make  no  doubt,  will  be  satisfactory  both  to 
yourself  and  your  noble  correspondent,  I  shall,  for  brevi- 
ty's n^e,  only  add,  that  I  am  glad  that  you  have  experi* 
enced  so  much  benefit  from  young  Dr.  Ironside'^s  pills. 
As  for  my  own  part,  I  have  bad  an  opposite  experience, 
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•being  now  convinced  that  tny  own  state  of  health  is  not 
so  vigorous  as  I  thought  it,  though  as  much  so  as  most 
men  of  my  age. 

Of  this,  however^  you  may  always  rely,  that  you  will 
find  me  disposed  to  render  every  service  in  my  powet*^ 
not  only  to  my  old  acquaintance  your  aunt,  but  also  to 
yourself^ 

.  .  I  beg  you  will  make  my  affectionate  respects  to  her.  I 
hope  the  redness  in  her  nose,  with  a  tendency  to  purple, 
for  which  she  was  taking  the  infusion  of  white  poppy 
flowers,  has  the  desired  effect;  My  anxiety  for  my  old 
friend  induced  me  to  take  the  opinion  of  a  very  experien- 
ced practitioner  of  this  place  ;  and  he  assured  me,  that,  if 
it  did  no  gocd,  it  could  do  no  harm  \  which  is  more  than 
can  be  said  for  some  medicines  much  vaunted^ 

I  shall  now,  for  brevity^s  sake,  finish  this  long  epistle ; 
beings  my  dear  young  lady,  with  due  esteem,  ydur  well^ 
wisher,  and  most  obedient  humble  servant,   * 

DANIEL  PBOCTOa. 

P.  S,— There  is  no  fcrundauon  for  the  report  of  my  in- 
tending to  remove  from  my  own  quiet  habitation  near 
Morpeth  to  such  a  tumultuous  town  as  London ;  and 
there  is  as  little  for  the  report  of  my  daughter's  marriage. 
It  will  be  time  enough  for  her  to  think  of  a  husband 
when  she  comes  to  be  a  little  nearer  your  age,  which,  if  I 
am  to  judge  by  looks,  she  still  wants  two,  or  perhaps 
three,  years  of. 


LETTER  XLIX. 

Miss  Almond  to  DAiJtEL  Proctoh,  £sq. 

SIX,  Voirk. 

I  AM  9orry  you  have  given  yourself  the*  trouble  of  writ- 
ing so  very  long  a  letter;  all  I  wished  any  information 
about  might  have  been  mentioned  in  a  few  lines :  but  I 
suppose  you  were  fond  of  an  opportunity  of  enlarging  up- 
on  the  wonderful  qualities  of  this  same  Miss  Clifford , 
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'*whoin  you  seem  to  be  in  l6vd  with)  though  siidi  a  tfcin^ 
h  scarcely  credible  to  those  whp  know  of  the  declarations 
you  tnade  when  you  were  last  at  York.  I  cannot  con- 
ceive what  you  saw  in  my  looks  that  could 'lead  yoii  into 
so  gross  a  mistake  with  respect  to  niy  age :  but  though  I 
must  confess  that  I  am  much  younger  than  you  think,  I 
hope  I  should  hate  more  sense,  at  any  age,  than  to  play 
old  mournful  tunes  upon  a  harp  to  my  father  when  he 
was  in  affliction,  which  could  only  serve  to  increase  hii 
grief;  and  far  less  could  I  return  immediately  to  gaiety 
after  shedding  tears,  which  you  say  Miss  Clifford  did,  aA 
if  her  father^  death  had  been  a  tragi-comedy* 

I  am  glad  to  hear  that  you  are  inclined  to  believe  that 
English  women  are  the  handsomest  in  this  world,  (Indeed 
the  curate  of  Willow-Bank  onc^  told,  me  that  there  was  no 
reason  to  doubt  of  thdir  being  the  same  in  the  next)»  which 
makes  your  partiality  for  this  Miss  Clifford  the  more  sur- 
prising; because  she  seems,  even  from  your  own  account^ 
more  lik^  a  foreigner  than  an  English  woman; 

As  I  hinted,  in  my  letter  to  you^  that  the  person  for 
whom  I  was  desirous  of  getting  an  acc6unl  of  the  Clif- 
ford family  had  reason  to  be  prejudiced  against  them,  and 
was  a  person  of  quality,  I  could  not  imagine  that  yoti 
would  haveseiit  a  long  letter  of  the  nature  of  your  last ; 
for  you  must  have  observed  that  people  of  quality  never 
listen  to  long  tetters ;  indeed  they  cannot  bear  to  be  inform* 
ed  of  any  things  long  or  short,  that  is  not  agreeable  to 
their  wishes; 

'  I  first  remarked  this  at  the  houieof  a  fincf  London  ladyy 
a  near  relation  of  Lord  Deanport,  who  was  allowed  to  die 
quietly,  because^  to  have  insiriuated  that  she  was  in  danger^ 
or  to  have  proposed  a  drug  that  was  disagreeable  to  her 
taste,  would  have  alarmed  and  disturbed  her.  Two  of  the 
chambermaids  recovered  from  the  same  disease,  by  tak- 
ing the  bark,  and  being  blistered  ;  for  the  apothecary,  who 
was  all  smiles  and  simpersT  when  he  spoke  to  the  poor 
dying  lady,  and  never  gave  her  any  thing  but  palatable 
draughts,  told  them,  with  a  grave  countenancej  and  in 
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|)laiii  wdrds,  that  nothing  but  blisters,  and  larga  doses  of 
bnrk,  could  save  them, 

I  have  remarked  also,  that  the  curate  at  Willow-Banky 
who  in  winter  preaches  to  the  country-people  about  pre» 
paring  for  death,  never  touches  on  that  subject  in  summer^ 
when  my  lady  is  present,  because  nothing  is  so  ofiensive 
to  her  ladyship  as  reminding  her  of  death,  except  it 
be  mentioning  hell,  which  she  says  her  nerves  cannot 
bear. 

Indeed  I  was  witness  myself  to  the  truth  of  this ;  for 
her  ladyship  once  carried  me,  for  a  frolic,  to  bear  a  me^ 
thodist-preacher :  unluckily,  the  man  preached  about  the 
rich  man  and  Lazarus,  which  terrified  her  to  such  a  de- 
gree, that  she  was  carried  out  in  violent  hysterics :  and 
though,  formerly,  she  made  it  a  rule  to  go  to  church  once 
every  season,  to  show  a  good  example  to^the  ignorant  vul- 
gar, yet,  after  that  accident,  die  never  ventured  to  hear 
any  preacher  whatever,  except  the  curate  of  Willow-Bank, 
on  whose  discretion  she  can  rely,  because  his  only  hope  of 
preferment  is  in  her  ladyship.  And  I  once  heard  my 
lady  herself  say,  <  that,  notwithstanding  his  being  only  a 
ooimtry  curate,  he  might  be  a  L<Hidon  bishop  for  know« 
ledge  of  the  world.* 

Now,  perhaps,  you  will  say,  like  Juba  in  the  play  of 
Cato— -<  If  knowledge  of  the  world  makes  man  a  villain, 
may  Juba  ever  remain  in  ignorance.^— -But  although  such 
sentiments  do  very  well  in  tragedies,  they  are  not  to  be  act- 
ed upon  in  real  life ;  besides,  Juba  being  only  a  black, 
is  not  a  very  fit  example  for  whites,  especially  Christi* 
ans. 

I  own  I  see  no  viliany  in  having  a  knowledge  of  this 
world,  and  making  the  most  of  it  while  we  are  in  it, 
though  it  may  be  proper  to  act  otherwise  in  the  next ;  for, 
as  I  have  heard  you  yourself  observe-^*  When  we  are  at 
Rome,  we  must  do  as  Rome  does.^ 

You  see,  sir,  I  do  not  forget  the  reflections  I  have  heard 
you  make,  having  always  had  a  very  high  opinion  of  your* 
lense  and  judgment ;  which  made  me  so  fond  of  your  com- 
pany when  I  saw  you  last  at  York,  and  makes  me  regret 
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that  we  have  never  seen  you  since  i  but  I  suppose  you  can 
think  of  nobody,  now,  but  Miss  Cliflbrd ;  though  I  own 
that  she^  nor  no  other  woman,  can  be  more  concerned  than 
I  am  to  hear  that  you  are  in  a  weaker  state  of  health  than 
when  we  saw  you  here.  My  aunt  thinks  that- your  being 
of  that  opinion  proceeds  entirely  from  low  spirits,  owing 
to  too  much  solitude ;  and  that,  if  you  saw  more  sodiety, 
whether  it  were  in  London  or  York,  or  even  at  your  own 
house  near  Morpeth,  you  would  be  more  healthful  and 
happier.  Though  your  daughter  is,  I  am  told,  a  very 
beautiful  young  lady,  and  also  very  sensible,  yet  perhaps 
some  cheerful  companion  would  render  both  your  lives 
more  agreeable ;  but  of  that  you  are  the  best  judge.-*-My 
aunt  desires  me  to  return  you  her  thanks  for  the  attention 
you  bad  to  her,  in  consulting  the  doctor  on  her  com- 
plaiiit. 

The  infusion  of  the  flowers  of  white  poppies  has  had 
no  great  eflect  as  yet ;  but  she  is  resolved  to  continue,  be- 
eause,  she  says,  it  stands  to  reason  that  those  flowers  should 
do  good,  on  account  of  their  whiteness :  but  I  fear  their  co- 
lour is  considerably  altered  before  they  come  to  her  nose. 

With  my  kindest  compliments  to  Miss  Proctor,  though 
unknown  but  by  character,  I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
and  obliged  servant, 

MAROA&ST  AtMONU, 

I  shall  be  very  glad  to  hear  from  you  when  you  have 
liesure :  but  you  need  not  give  yourself  the  trouble  of 
saying  any  thing  farther  of  the  Clifford  family,  because  the 
nobleman  who  applied  to  me  has  now  received  all  the  in« 
formation  she  wanted. 


LETTER  L. 

MlS3  ALMOilD  to  the  CouJiirTES^  ©/"Dj^ANPOBT. 
MYLAUT,  rark. 

J  HAD  the  honour  of  informing  your  ladyship  in  my 
last  letter^  that  I  had,  without  delaying  a  single  moment. 
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written  to  Mr.  Proctor,  It  was  natural  for  your  ladyship 
to  think  that  his  resentment  against  young  Mr.  Clifford 
irould  have  enraged  him  against  the  whole  family,  and  in- 
clined him  to  divulge  every  thing  be  knew  or  suspected  to 
their  disadvantage :  but  he  is  an  odd  kind  of  a  particular 
mail,  who  knows  no  more  of  the  world,  particularly  the 
genteel^  than  a  child*  Though  he  served  ap.appirentice- 
ship  to  an  attorney,  be  has  the  character  never  to  have 
taken  the  advantage  of  any  body ;  ^hich  makes  it  so  un- 
accountable how  be  is  in  si|ch  good  cii^cumst(inc^*  He 
seems  to  have  no' resentment ;  or  els^  the-  fairo)uirs  he  re* 
cdved  from  Clifford,  the  father,  makes  him  forget  the  in- 
juries. of  the  son,  and  renderi»  bim  unwilling  to  say  any 
thing  against  him,  and  still  less  bis  sister :  yet  in  spite  o£ 
all  bis  pains  to  set  her  off  to  advantage  iq  bis  letter  to  me, 
it  is  easy  to  see  that  the  character  you  have  received  of 
ber  is  pretty  exapt.  Thece  is  no  doubt  that  she  both  lodks 
and  acts  like  a  French  woman ;  and  you  know  how  some 
qf  tbem  act.  Mr.  Proqtor  acknowledges  that  she  lived 
several  years  abroad  among  foreigners  and  emigrants,  and 
understands  i^ll  tbeir  languages ;  and,  I  dare  say,  is  a 
ipemb^l*  of  the  blpe-stocking*club  of  learned  women,  whom 
your  ladyship  hiites,  thpvigb  she  may  w^ar  white  stockings 
above  her  blue. 

T^T,  Croctor  also  owns,  that  Miss  Clifford  was  addicted 
to  go  a-hunting  with  men  in  the  day-time,  and  playing  on 
the  harp  tq  them  s^t  njgbt.  What  $he  did  besides  he  does 
i)ot  mention* 

He  pretend^  to  be  ignorant  of  the  reason  of  her  fa,theAk 
ticking  her  abroad  so  suddenly,  apd  does  not  divulge  the 
nature  of  the  rumours  that  were  spread  over  the  neigh- 
bourhood on  that  occasion. 

But  he  ackhqwledges  that  Miss  Clifford  lives  in  intima- 
cy with  Lady  Diana  F.ranklin,  which  must  be  the  same 
with  her  that  your  ladyship  hates  so  much,  and  who  I 
^ke  to  be  oiie  of  the  most  censorious  old  maids  living; 
tbotb  on  that  account,  and  from  what  I  heard  Counsellor 
l^anter  say,  at  the  last  York  ^ssizes,  in  a  large  company 
pf  ladies^  at  a  tea^^nking^  (afnong  whom  wasa  Londpner]^' 
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on  lier  return  from  Scotland,  where  she  h»jd  fled  from  her 
parents  to  I>e  married  to  a  very  genteel  officer  of  dragoons 
-—I  beUcve  be  was  quarter-master),— -so,  somebody  saying 
something  to  the  praise  of  Lady  Diana, <  the  new-married 
Jady  observed  that  she  was  an  old  maid,  and  of  course 
very  censorious.  <  Very  censorious,  indeed,  madam/  re- 
plied die  counsellor ;  <  her  whole  life  and  conduct  is  a  li- 
bel on  many  of  her  own  sex  !^ 

This  was  thoughti  by  some  of  the  company,  too  severe ; 
hut,  after  what  I  have  heard  your  ladyship  say  of  her,  is, 
I  km  convinced,  no  more  than  she  deserves. 

This  is  all  the  intelligence  I  could  procure  from  Mr. 
Proctor,  which  I  hope  your  ladyship  will  think  satisfac- 
tory, as  it  may  be  depended  on.  But  I  am  certain,  thsit 
if  I  was  in  London,  I  could  procure  still  more;  and, 
therefore  I  ha\'e  informed  my  aunt,  that  she  would  pro- 
bably receive  a  letter  from  your  ladyship,  desiring  that  I 
might  set  out  very  soon.  For  my  own  part,  Isliould  not 
be  in  the  least  afraid  of  going  in  the  maiUcoach,  as  it  goes 
so  quick ;  and  my  heavy  trunk  might  come  afterwards  in 
the  waggon.-^In  the  hope  of  having  the  honour  of  ano- 
ther letter  fr<»n  your  ladyship  soon,  I  am,  your  ladyship^s 
most  obedient,  faithful^  and  obliged  humble  servant, 

MAEGARCT  ALHOKD. 

P.  S.  I  have  taken  particular  care  that  your  ladyship 
cannot  be  suspected  of  having  set  me  on  those  inquiries, 
for  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Proctor  that  they  were  not  for  a  lady, 
but  for  a  noble-man. 


LETTER  LI. 

The  CoyNTEss  of  Deastout  Iq  James  Grikdill,  Esq.] 

X  HAYK  had  no  need  to  avail  myself  of  your,  precautions 
against  communicating  Peggy  Almond's,  discoveries  re-» 
specting  Miss  Clifford  too  abruptly  to  my  son.  She  dis- 
covered nothing  but  what  was  either,  of  so  innocent,  or  so 
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general,  a  nature,  that  00  «ise  could  be  made^c^  it  I  hire 
therefore  abstained  from  all  insinuations  against  what  is 
•called— her  virtue.  But,  in  consequence  of  your  observa- 
tbns  respecting  my  son's  prejudice  agaiiwt  clever  womesy 
or  women  of  superior  uackrstandisg,  which  I  know  to  be 
well  founded,  I  once  dioo^t  of  culling  a  few  wittidiiBS 
from  Joe  Miller,  and  repeating  them  to  Lord  Deanpovt 
as  repartees  of  Miss  Clifford;  but  recollecting  that  Us 
lordship  was  better  acquainted  widi  that  book  than  with 
most  others,  I  ju<%ed  it  would  be  safer  to  draw  from  a 
fountain  into  which  he  never  dipped  i  and,  aflor  having 
spoken  of  Miss  Clifford  as  a  lady  of  uncommon  erudition 
and  sagacity,  I  actually  repea^d  two  of  the  proverbs  of 
Solon^on  as  observations  of  hers.  This  had  not  the  effect 
I  expected ;  he  saw  nothing  alarmingly  sagacious  in  eU 
ther,  and  said,  <  If  Miss  CliflB[»rd  can  make  no  wiiser  ob^ 
servationa  thaa  iiiose,  she  runs  no  risk  of  being  drowned 
for  a  witdi.^ 

Disappointed  in  this,  I  remarked,  <  that  I  had  heard 
she  was  a  young  woman  of  rather  an  imperious  temp» ;, 
that  I  was  not  sufficiently  acquainted  with  her  to  decide, 
but  I  own^  that  she  had,  on  some  occasions,  a  great  deal 
of  fire  in  her  looks«^ 

To  this  he  coolly  replied,  <  That  she  had  certainly  an 
animated  countenance,  and  he  believed  she  was  a  young 
lady  of  spirit/ 

I  was  so  provoked  by  this  answer,  that  I  rejoined,  with 
warmth,  <  If  spirit  be  what  you  admire  in  her,  she  wiU 
show  you  enough  of  it*--I  am  told  she  is  a  complete  ter* 
magant.  How  she  may  accommodate  herself  to  her  lovers 
I  know  not ;  but  I  am  assured  that  Tier  obstinate  temper 
broke  her  father^s  heartt' 

To  this  he  mode  no  reply ;  but,  afer  a  few  minutes  of 
jnusing,  introduced  another  subject,  and  in  a  short  time 
left  me. 

I  hope  what  I  threw  out  was  the  cause  of  his  musing* 
I  shall  take  care  to  furnish  him  with  more  seeds  of  refiec- 
tion  of  the  same  kind ;  and  I  have  a  notion  that  dxe  lady 
herself  will  also  supply  him  with  some. 
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I  Have  observed,  with  pleasure,  that  she  does  not  be-' 
have  with  that  degree  of  attention  to  him  that  would,  I 
believe,  secure  her  conquest.  I  am  happy  that  her  sn-^, 
pineme  adviser,  Lady  Diana  Franklin,  is  absent;  because, 
were  she  in  London,  she  would  advise  the  young  lady  to 
adopt  s^  plan  or  conduct  that  would  be  more  likely  to  suc-r 
eeed.  Where  do  you  think  her  ladyship  is  ?— -You  never 
can  devise,  therefore  I'll  tell  you. — But  I  am  interrupted, 
«nd  must  postpone  the  iaformation. 

drhis  cousin  of  yours  drags  on  a  most  unreasonable 
length,  How  can  the  man  have  the  conscience  to  live  so 
long  ?  What  are  his  physicians  about  ?  Those  country 
doctors  have  not  half  the  dispatch  of  their  brethren  in  the 
(^ipital,    Yoavfit 

1^,  pEANPO&Tt 


LETTER  LIL 

Thf  Same  to  the  Same. 

London* 
I  WAS  interrupted  when  I  was  just  about  to  inform  yoii 
where  Lady  Diana  Franklin  (to  the  great  grief  of  the 
blue-stocking  tribe,  those  admirers  of  madame  de  Seyigne 
and  her  associates,  who  attempt  to  substitute  conversation 
to  cards)  is  at  present — Why,  in  Devonshire.  Devonshire 
at  this  season  of  the  year !  And  whom  do  you  think  she 
has  gone  to  visit  in  Devonshire  ?  Some  grateful  young 
officer,  you  will  ''guess,  promoted  by  her  interest,  and 
whose  regiment  is  quartered 'in  that  county.  You  may 
have  hit  on  the  real  motive  of  her  journey  for  ought  I 
knowf— but  the  avowed  one  is  to  see  Mrs.  Denham.  Per- 
haps you  have  forgot  Mrs.  Denham,  for  she  has  not  been 
heard  of  these  several  years ;  but  you  must  remember  the 
sprightly  Charlotte  Brighton,  whom  you  have  so  often 
seen  at  my  assemblies,  when  her  beauty  and  vivacity  drew 
half  the  young  fellows  in  town  after  her* 
.  I  believe  you  were  at  Spa  when  the  catastrophe  of 
Charlotte's  romance  took  place,  and  therefore  may  nevef 
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have  heard  it.  After  rejecting  two  offfer»  of  marriage^, 
both  highly  advantageous ;  one  by  a  Mn-»Mr«-— I  ca»* 
not  recollect  the  man^s  name— an  awkward-looking  cre»« 
lure. — He  has  been  made  a  peer  since-— I  cannot  recollect 
his  title  neither^— no  matter.  The  other  proposal  was  from 
a  person  whose  fortune  gave  him  a  claim  to  the  same 
honour.  He  offered  immense  settlements-— to  no  purpose 
-othe  giddy  girl  refused  them  both. 

What  made  her  folly  the  more  to  be  lamented)  ancl 
must  have  filled  her  with  remorse  for  refusing  the  Iatter» 
is,  that  the  mi^n  died  about  nine  months  after.  Some 
people  attempt  to  excuse  her,  by  asserting  that  she  was 
in  love  with  Tom  Denham  when  those  two  men  paid  her 
tl^^ir  addresses.  I  leave  you  to  determine  the  weight  of 
such  an  apology. 

She  afterwards  married  Tom,  who  was,  to  be  sure,  one 
of  the  best-natured,  gay,  thoughtless  young  fellows  in  the 
world,  but  with  a  very  moderate  fortune ;  one-half  of 
which  was  mortgaged  befojre  CharloHe  was  acquainted 
with  him ;  the  remainder,  with  all  his  wife^s  patrimony, 
he  spent,  it  must  be  confessed,  entirely  like  a  g^ntl^majQ, 
and  in  the  best  eompany.  When  it  was  spent,  however, 
he  and  his  wife  seemed,  fbr  some  time,  as  destitute  of 
friends  as  if  they  had  kept  the  worst. 

An  old  companion  of  his,  who  had  some  interest  with 
the  minister,  procured  him  at  last  a  situation  in  the  East 
Indies.  It  was  expected  he  would  have  opportunities  of 
pillaging  a  competency  for  his  poor  wife  and  children. 
But  though  few  people  could  spend  a  fortune  with  a  bet* 
ter  grace  than  Tom,  it  is  doubtful  whether  he  had  any 
talents  for  acquiring  one :  the  experiment,  however,  was 
not  fairly  made ;  for  be  died,  poor  fellow,  soon  after  his 
arrival  in  India,  so  that  be  had  not  time  to  do  that  jiustice 
to  his  &mi}y  that  was  expected,  however  well-dkpesed  he 
roisht  have  been. 

His  widow,  ^ith  two  children,  lived  some  time  \n  Lon- 
don after  the  accounts  of  his  death  arrived.  Hitherto  I 
had  visited  her  occasionally ;  but  rumours  Wjere  circulated 
to  her  prejudi^^  3  as  she  had  always  beei>,  lather  iuatteu- 
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five  ta  appearances,  they  gained  strength,  I  have  been 
assured,  without  foundation  :  but  as  I  had  not  leisure  to 
ascertain  the  truth,  I  thought  it  prudent  to  leave  off  vi«> 
siting  her.  Others  fdlowed  my  example ;  and  she  would, 
most  probvMy^  have  been  forsaken  by  all  her  female  ac- 
quaintance, had  not  the.  virgin  Diana  arrived  precisely  at 
that  time  from  abroad.  Though  she  had  seen  less  of  Mrs. 
Denham,  after  her  marriage,  than  any  of  her  former  com* 
panions— -for.  the  fapid  rate  at  which  b^c  husband  and  she 
drove  through  life  ill-suited  the  slow  and  solemn  step  of 
a  vttiltal^— yet,  on  finding  Charlotte  likely  to  be  abandon- 
ed by  others,  6he  cliing  to.her  thDough  sheer  vanity,  and 
that  crossness  which  prompts' her  in  what  she  calls  9S9cti^ 
itaU,  to  brave  the  opinion  of  the  world;  /She  pretended 
that  she  had  investigated  the  scandalous  reports ;  and  not 
only  tp  have  found  them  false,  but  also  that  Mrs^  Den* 
haip,  baidpg  derived  prudence  from  her  misfortunes,  had 
pon<}pptqd  herself  in  a  most  exemplary  manner,  devoting 
||er.whi9^eiKttei|tion  to  thp  education  of  her  children :  on 
which  she  w^s  visited  and  received  as  before  by  a  few  of 
her  old  acquaintance;  but  her  circumstances  kept  tite 
greater  part  fn>i9  b0c  a^  completely  aa  if  all  tha^faad  been 
said  of  her  was  tt^e^  Unable,  however,  to  naintain  her 
family  in  London,  sh^  retired  with  her  children  to  De* 
vonsfaire,  and  has  hardly  ever  been  thought  of  since,  till 
X>ady  Diana,  hearing  that  she  was  in  a  declining  state  of 
health,  set  out  lately  to  visit  her;  and  there  I  hope  she 
will  remain  :  for  I  understand  she  has  more  influence  with 
Miss  ClIfFurd  than  any  body  else,  and  if  slie  were  in  Lon- 
don, would  assuredly  engage  her  prol^^e  to  adopt  a  con* 
duct  more  likely  than  that  she  follows  at  present  to  secure 
the  heart  of  my  son.  To  tell  you  the  truth,  I  r^Iy  iqpre 
on  the  marked  coldness  and  indifference  which  the  girl 
shews  for  him  than  on  all  I  have  hitherto  b^^n  able  to 
eontrive  for  the  purpose  of  giving  him  a  thorough  dislike 
to  her. 

Li  the  meantime,  you  cannqt  figure  how  I  am  harassed 
by  the  murmurs  of  the  aunt  op  apcount  of  Deanport\i 
ebldness  to  Miss  Moyston  ;  for  she  is  more  enraged  thai| 
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ibe  young  lady  herself.  I  am  also  vexed  by  tlie  new 
proofs  I  duly  receive  of  his  growing  passion  for  Miss 
Clifford — ^Would  to  heaven  you  were  here !  I  never  stood 
in  need  of  your  sage  counsels  so  much* 


LETTER  LIII. 

Miss  Horatia  Clifford  to  Mrs.  Somm£RS. 


JL  ou  are  seriously  hurt,  then,  my  dear,  because  I  have 
never  said  a  word  of  Lord  Deanport's  attentions  to  me,  of 
which,  it  seems,  some  more  communicative  correspondent 
has  favoured  you  with  so  many  particulars.  You  consider 
it  as  an  instance  of  unkind  reserve  to  a  friend,  whose  confi<^ 
dence  in  me  has  been  unbounded,  I  dare  swear  you  sus^ 
pected,  that  in  this  season,  so  fertile  in  peerages,  I  was  en- 
deavouring, while  the  sun  dione,  to  secure,  for  my  own 
vse,  part  of  the  harvest ;  and  that,  having  succeeded,  I 
meant  to  be  suddenly  announced  to  you  as  Countess  of 
Deanport,  to  dazzle  your  eyes  with  the  brilliancy  of  my 
coronet,  and  mortify  your  heart  with  the  idea  of  an  old 
companion  raised  to  a  situation  so  far  above  you. 

Ah  !  Juliet,  how  could  you  suspect  me  of  such  malice  ? 
Had  I  been  capable  of  it,  I  should  have  deserved  all  that 
your  friend  Miss  — —  suffered,  by  being  made  a  duchess, 

N0W9  in  answer  to  your  accusation, 

*  I  will  a  round  onvarnUhed  tale  deliver. 
Of  what  reaerTe,  deedt*  or  mightj  plot 
(For  such  proceediDgs  I  am  ciiarged  withal)* 
I  have  been  guilty.*      .  ■ 

The  first  time  I  ever  saw  Lord  Deanport  was  at  the 
duchess  of  ^s  assembly.  I  was  sitting  between  my 
aunt  and  Mrs.  Demure,  when  her  grace  presented  him 
to  me  :  he  remained  with  us  till  we  left  the  room*  As 
he  was  an  acquaintance  of  Mrs.  Demure,  I  placed  thia 
piece  of  attention  to  her  account  I  afterwards  met  him 
at  o^er  assemblies :  he  sometimes  came  into  my  ^unCs 
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box  at  tbe  openu  I  saw  nothing  particular  in  this^  nor 
.did  I  perceive  any  thing  remarkable  in  his  lordsbip^s  ad« 
dress,  except  an  affectation  to  whisper,  iHiich  I  disoou* 
raged  by  a  look  of  surprise,  and  by  always  answering  a* 
loud.  Most  people,  who  are  uncommonly  handsome  and 
genteel,  are  thought  conceited ;  sometimes,  i)o  doubt,  un« 
justly ;  but  there  certainly  is  nothing  in  Lord  Deanport^s 
manner  that  t^nds  to  remove  such  a  suspicion. 

There  is  somewhat  of  constraint  that  could  not  have  been 
expected  in  a  man  of  bis  rank  who  has  travelled  ;  this  is 
accompanied  with  a  stately  kind  of  obsequiousness,  a  pro- 
tecting  bow,  often  repeated,  which  seems  to  proceed  from 
pride,  and  that  species  of  pride  that  springs  from  high 
birth,  without  the  consciousness  of  any  other  superiority : 
for,  when  a  person  is  also  conscious  of  being  superior,  or 
even  equal  to  the  company  in  other  respects,  it  generallj 
produces  more  ease,  and  less  reserve. 

His  lordship,  however,  cultivated  an  acquaintance  with 
Mr.  Darnley  and  my  aunt :  I  saw  him  of  course.  His 
visits  becoming  more  assiduous,  she  one  day  told  me,  with 
an  air  of  great  satisfaction,  that  I  had  certainly  made  a 
conquest  of  the  young  peer.  I  was  by  no  means  so 
much  convinced  of  this  as  she  seemed  to  be ;  and  it 
would  not  have  afforded  me  so  much  satisfaction  if  I  had. 
I  confess  I  did  not  think  it  worth  while  to  mention  this 
notion  of  my  aunt  in  my  letters  to  you  ;  but  pray,  my 
dear,  if  they  are  not  already  burnt,  will  you  take  the 
trouble  to  look  over  them  again,  and  see  if,  trifling  aa 
they  are,  they  do  not  treat  of  subjects  of  just  as  much 
importance  ? 

Tet,  since  you  shew  a  partiality  for  this,  I  will  give 
you  a  little  more  of  it.  I  could  not  help  remarking,  that 
the  noble  lord's  mother,  the  countess  of  Deanport,  to 
whom,  I  believe,  I  was  hardly  known  till  very  lately, 
seemed  to  view  me  with  an  evil  eye  :  this  I  should  have 
borne  without  complaining*  I  knew  that  people  are  some- 
times offended  without  reason :  I  also  knew  that  people 
of  rank  are  as  subject  to  this  weakness  as  the  lowest  vul- 
gar 'f  but  I  did  not  know  that  they  could  manifest  it  in 
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the  same  nUinner :— Lady  DetDport  made  this  clear  td 
ine.-^My  unole^s  relation^  Mrs.  Courtney,  had  carried  sat 
Id  Lady  A  's /assembly.-  ..Towards  the  end  of  the 
nigkl^  after  she  had  ordered  ^p  the  carriage,  she  recol- 
lected soaatcitiDg  she  wiah<%d  tomentiorf  to  her  ladyship,- 
and  went  for.tl^  purpose  iuto  another  roqm,  leaving  me 
seated  opposite  to  Miss  Moyston,  the  great  heiress*  and 
her  aunt.  In  that  instant^  Laidj  Deahport  came,  and 
seated  herself  between  them ;  then  fixing  her  ey^s  on  me, 
she  whispered  them  in  a  very  sigrtificant  manner.  They 
turned  their  eyes  also  upon  me,  tittering  land  sometimes, 
laughing  aloud.  The  company  had  left  the  side^  of  the 
room  in  which  I  sat,  so  that  I  was  in  a  very  awkward  sits-* 
ation,  the  eyes  of  every  body  being  directed  towards  me,' 
by  the  rudeness  of  these  three  women..  Had  they  address.^ 
ed  any  discourse  to  me,  perhaps  I  might  have,  made  some 
retort ;  but  I  could  neither  object  to  their  laughing,  nor 
their  looking  at  me.  Old  General  Randal,  who  was  play- 
kig  at  whist^  observing  my  distress,  laid  down  his  cards, 
came  to  irie,  said  he  believed  Mrs/  Courtney  waited  for 
me^  and  led  me  into  another  room,  where  she  was  talk- 
ing with  the  iduchess  of  D.— .  *  Yoijr  young  friend 
was  impatient  to  .see  you,  madam/  said  he  to  Mrs.  Court- 
ney:  then,  addressing  the  ducheds,  he  added,— -<  Your 
grace  has  been  accustomed  to  fidd  great  beauty  an  object 
of  envy :  had  you  been  in  the  next  room,  ygu  would  have 
seen  it,  for  the  first  time^  the  object  of  laUghter.'*-f-Thia 
behaviour  of  the  general  is  more  in  the  style  of  the  dA 
dian  the  new  court.  But  you  wiH  allow,  that  what  ap^ 
plied  to  her  grace  was  more  than  nfiere  compliment ;  par- 
ticularly when,  on  the  duchess's  accosting  me,  with  her 
usual  condescension,  he  added,-^— VNo  one  ever  experi- 
enced a  happier  transition  from  malice  to  benevolence 
than  the  lady  your  grace  takes  by  the  hand.* 

I  was  at  a  loss  to  find  out  in  whstt  I  had  ofi^ded  those 
women,  particularly  the  Moystons,  with  whom  I  am  not 
acquainted.     , 

Mrs.  Demure  (I  believe  you  are  acquainted  with  that 
lady)  called  on  my  aunt  the  following  day.     My  aunt 
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being  ftbroiid,  she  stayed  great  part  of  the  fdr^nooti  with 
roe.  She  is  at  once  considered  as  the  friend  of  Lady 
Deanport  and  of  the  Moystons  I  fainted  to  her  what 
had  happened  at  the  assembly.  She  smiled,  and  said 
"^^  I  could  easily  give  you  the  key  to  that  cabinet  of  se- 
crets, my  dear,  if  it  were  proper/ 

<  If  it  is  not  proper,  I  beg  not  to  be  intrusted  with  it^^ 
I  replied. 

Finding  that  I  pressed  her  no  farther—*^  Coroe,^  re« 
suined  she,  ^  I  believe  I  may  safely  trust  you.  My 
friend,  Lady  Deanport^  is  one  of  the  most  prudent  women 
oti  the  face  of  the  earth,  and  one  of  thte  most  attentive  of 
mother^.  She  naturally  wishes  her  son  to  obtain  a  great 
fortune  by  marriage^  because  she  considers  his  interest  to 
be  also  Uers,  and  has  been  using  all  her  address  to  priv 
mote  one  between  her  son  and  Miss  Moyston ;  but  the 
young  lady  and  her  aunt  having  taken  offence  at  the  at- 
tention her  son  shows  you,  her  ladyship  is  alarmed^  lest 
it  should  prove  an  obstacle  to  a  scheme  her  heart  is  great-*^ 
ly  set  on  ;  on  which  account  she  is  irritated,  and  disposed 
to  mortify  you;  This  is  certainly  beneath  a  woman  of 
her  rank ;  indeed  of  i^ven  a  plebeiani  of  any  degree  of 
elevation  of  soul.  But  the  best  of  people  have  their 
weaknesses ;  and,  I  must  confess,  my  friend  is  not  entire- 
ly exempt  from  them.'  She  afterwards  repeated  some 
very  spiteful  things  that  she  had  heard  Lady  Deanport 
say  of  me;  begging, me,  at  the  sam^  time,  not  to  mind 
them.  She  then  added  some  expressions,  equally  ndalici- 
ousj  which  she  had  heard  her  Utter^  concerning  Lady 
Diana.  This,  I  do  assure  you,  provoked  me  niore  than 
die  other;  and  I  resolved  to  vex  the  malicious  woman  in 
the  only  way  in  my  power.—'  You  ought  not,  my  dear 
Miss  Clifford^^  said .  Mrs.  Demure^  ^  to  be  provoked  at 
my  friend.  Lady  Deanport :  it  is  not  from  ill-will  against 
youj  or  Lady  Diana,  that  she,  speaks  so ;  it  is  merely  be- 
cause she  fears  that  you  will  seduce  the  heart  of  her  son 
from  Miss  Moyston :  she  cannot  bear  the  loss  of  all  that 
great  fortune.  She  expects,  if  her  son  were  in  possession 
«f  it,  that- she  herself  would  be  much  more  easy  in  her 
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pwn  cireutnstdttees.  My  friend  U  fond  of  moiiejr— Irety 
X  fond  of  money :  it  is  her  greatest  fault  x^-^she  has  it  in 
common  with  many  worthy  people.  She  is  also  exceed* 
ingly  fond  of  play;  and,  though  in  other  respects  a 
shrewd  sensible  woman,  superstitious  to  childishness  on 
that  subject.  Indeed,  the  whims  that  very  acute  people 
are  influenced  by,  in  gaming,  are  hardly  credible.  I 
must  do  my  friend  the  justice  to  say,  however,  that  sh^ 
is  not  in  the  least  superstitious  in  religious  matters,  ex* 
cept  when  she  is  in  ill  health.  Her  enemies  accuse  her 
of  being  avaricious,  and  extremely  fond  of  money ;  but 
that  is,  in  a  great  measure,  owing  to  her  often  losing  M 
{day.  I  am  persuaded,  that  if  she  were  always  to  win, 
she  would  be  more  generous ;  but  what  can  a  woman  do 
who  frequently  loses  more  than  she  can  pay  ?  Her  son 
cannot  always  supply  her,  which  makes  her  so  set  on  his 
marriage  with  Miss  Moyston.^ 

This  elegant  and  friendly  harangue  had  no  effect  in 
turning  me  from  the  resolution  I  had  formed :  and  which 
I  found  an  opportunity  of  putting  in  practice  very  soon 
after  at  the  duchesses,  where  Lord  Deanport  accosted  me, 
in  the  presence  of  his  mother  and  her  two  accomplices. 
I  listened  to  the  douceurs  he  whispered  in  my  ear  with  an 
air  of  far  more  complaisance  than  I  had  ever  before  shown. 
They  endeavoured  to  conceal  their  vexation  by  writhings 
and  constrained  smiles,-*-such  as  a  person  on  th^  rack,  if 
he  thought  himself  obliged  to  smile,  might  exhibit  I 
hope  I  was  more  successful  in  my  smiles ;  though,  I  con- 
fess, they  were  forced  also ;  but  I  was  determined  to  look 
as  pleased  as  possible. 

After  I  had  teased  the  three  ladies  sufficiently,  I  told 
my  aunt  that  I  felt  myself  a  little  indisposed ;  which  was 
reaUy  the  case  ;  for  you  have  no  idea  how  fatiguing  it  ia 
to  be  continually  constraining  one^s  features  into  a  sim<« 
per  when  they  have  all  the  inclination  in  the  world  to  be 
indulged  in  a  yawn.  My  aunt  withdrew  immediately. 
My  lord  attended  us  to  the  carriage ;  ^  and,  as  he  was 
leading  me  past  her  ladyship  and  the  heiress,  I  could  not 
help  enjoying  the  rage  that  was  apparent  on  the  coun- 
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teiuuiee  6l  the  one,  and  the  mortificatioui  in  that  of  the 
other. 

'  The  marchioness  is  still  at  RichmoncL  Her  friends 
will,  not  part  with  her*  I  drove  there  yesterdaj^  in  the 
intention  to  wheedle  her  from  them:  but  what  chance 
has  an  English  woman  to  get  the  better  of  the  French  in 
the  art  of  wheedling  ?  They  prevailed  on  her  to  stay^  in 
spite  of  all  my  skill*  She  promises,  however,  to  come  to 
London  after  her  return  from  Bath,  where  the  lady  in« 
tends  to  carry  her. 

Lady  Diana  is  in  good  health  and  spirits.    Poor  Mrs* 
Benham,  she  informs  me,  is  somewhat  better* 

Adieu  I  my  sweet  friend.    Do  not  forget  to  present  my 
love<«*I  mean  my  respects,  to  your  husband. 

H«  CLIFFOan* 


LETTER  LIV. 

Mas.  SoMMERs  to  Miss  H.  CuFFoan. 


X  stitoiiLD  be  seriously  displeased,  indeed,  my  dear  Ho* 
ratia,  if  you  could  suspect  that  seeing  a  coronet  on  your 
head  would  ruse  the  least  particle  of  envy  in  my  heart* 
Have  I  not  been  sensible  of  your  superiority,  in  almost 
every  accomplishment,  without  any  sentiment  but  that  of 
increasing  Affection  ?  The  woman  who,  having  sc^e  pre- 
tensions to  beauty,  perceives  that  another  is  considered 
in  every  company  as  handsomer  than  herself,  and  yet  re* 
udns  the  warmest  friendship  for  that  other,  is  assuredly 
incapable  of  repining  at  any  other  species  of  superiority 
she  may  have*  I  can  never  love  you  better,  my  dear, 
than  I  do  at  present,  when  you  are  only  a  plain  spinster  t 
but  you  may  rely  upon  it  I  should  not  love  you  less  though 
you  were  raised  to  the  rank  of  duchess  to-morrow.  I  wish 
you  to  be  my  equal,  my  dear,  in  nothing  but  in  happidess ; 
and  that,  because  I  believe  no  woman  can  be  happier/than 
I  am* 

VOL*    VI^.  X 
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I  m  muok  obEfled  to  jou  ftr  jour  '^  xPUAd  wyAT^l^ 
ed  tale/  which  has  amused  me  very  much ;  and,  ifi.x^ 
turn,  I  wtl  give  jou  a  piece  ot  advice^  Vwfifi  4p^  not 
reinMn  Iqolg  in  ^bt  when  they  can  pay  theiv  <Jfe<iiA9t9,ia 
thia  uanwv.  Beside^  I  an  entitled  to,  g^  you.  ndTWCS  i 
Atol  not  a  full  year  oldet  ttwn  you?  aad  9^  I  oot  a 
ttaiQried  Voman?  Listen^  ther^fote^  ta  the  toice  of  a 
lAatvo»;  for  ^  Wisdom  dweli^fli  with  A^.** 
•  I  would  not  have  you  put  implicit  faith  in  the  infbrma* 
tion  you  received  from  Mrs.  Demure^  Can  you  fait  oon« 
fidence  in  a  person  who,  caUiag  herself  Ijidy  Deaaport'a 
friend,  spoke  of  her  in  the  style  she  did  i 

Her  lA4yi}iipr  may'  love  mofaey  too.  weU ;,  but  I  have 
heard  that  Mrs;  Dcaiure  is  hypocritical  and  revengefully 
which  are  wonie  faults*  the  once  showed  a  disposition  to 
form  an  intimacy  with  me ;  but  my  husbi^nd  gave  me  a 
hint  not  to  encourage  it.  I  believe  he  knows  more  of  her 
history  than  he  chooses  to  communicate*  >  I  shall  never 
ask  him  a  question  qn  thut^  or  any  other  subject  he  i^ 
disposed  to  avoid* 

But  I  wish,  my  dear  Horatia,  that  you  would  forego 
the  resolution  of  tormenting  Lady  Deanport.  tVhi^t  wig 
represented  to  you  vas  prdbably  exaggerated,  perhaps  en** 
tirely  without  feundation  ;  and^  at  any  rate,  deelaring 
youritolf  her  enemy  will  make  her  more  actively  yours^ 
and  jfustifies  her  in  soQie  degree  for  beisg>  so,  and  can  do 
no  good.  Besides,  my  dear^  I  cannot  appfove  of  the 
means  you  have  used  to  vex  her.  In  py  humUe  opinion,* 
you  oug(it  to  be  open  with  the  young  lord.  Sifnce  you 
are  determined  not  to  have  him,  you  ought  to  tell  him  so 
at  once.  No  woman  can  be  more  decisive  than  you  when 
you  please.  A  young  woman  may  be  forgiven  for  sot 
saying  qye  to  the  man  ^he  loves,  when  he  first  proposes 
marriage  to  her ;  but  there  is  no  excuse  for  not  sayii^ 
MO,  in  the  most  unequivocal  manner,  to  him  she  is  deter** 
mined  to  reject,  should  he  make  the  same  proposal.  On 
reflection,  I  am  certain  yon  will  be  of  my  opinion,  and 
will  act  accordingly. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


MOftOAtTNT«  ttS 

My  husband  seiids  you  his  respectftil  love.    I  retm^n^ 
dear  6oratiai j  ever  most  affectionately  yours, 

JUUEt  SOMHKtt^ 


LETTER  LV. 

Miss  Horatu  Clifford  to  Mrs*  Sommers. 


VT  iTHOUT  waiting  finr  an  answer  to  a  letter  I  wrote  ta 
you  two  days  since,  as  my  autit  is  engaged  for  the  even^ 
ing,  I  will  endeavour  to  amuse  you,  my  dear^  with  a  cu<* 
rious  conversatbn,  which  I  ovetheard  last  nl^t  at  Mrsi 
Courtney^s. 

She  generally  keefM  one  room  entirely  dear  of  Card, 
tables,  where  they  who  decline  plajring  ttiay  converse^ 
Urithont  disturbing  or  being  disturbed  by  the  players. 

When  my  aunf  a  party  was  made  up,  I  went  into  thai 
room  with  Lady  Blunt,  a  young  lady,  her  niece,  whom 
she  wished  to  make  me  acquainted  with.  Mrs.  Demure 
soon  after  seated  herself  by  me,  with  two  other  ladies ; 
and  seteral  gentlemen  stood  around  us.  Your  husband*8 
friend,  Mr.  Mordaunt,  was  mentioned. 

'  <  I  understand/  said  Sir  Gteorge  Topley^  <  that  he  is 
at  his  brotber^s  iii  Ham|ishire,  and  expected  in  town 
aoon.' 

<  When  he  comesy  George,^  said  Lady  Hhxat^  <  you 
will  do  well  to  retire  to  the  country.^ 

*  Why  so?'  the  baronet  asked. 

<  Because,*  replied  she,  *  copies  appear  to  disadvantage  . 
when  placed  near  the  original/ 

This  remark  raised  a  laugh,  in  Whith  its  rudenesa 
would  have  prevented  me  from  joining,  had  not  the  bo^ 
nonet  himself  laoghed  as  much  as  any  body^  without 
Inaking  any  other  reply,  except  saying,— *  All  the  world 
knows  that  your  ladyship  is  a  wit;*  And  then  laughed 
more  heartily  than  before^  "^ 

*  There  is  no  great  wit,  George,*  rejoined  Lady  Blunt/ 
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<  in  retxiarkiiig  iirliat  it  obvious  to  all  th^  town:  but/  iit 
my  opinion,  yon  had  better  choose  another  model ;  for 
th^re  are  people,  and  good  judges,  too,  who  think  Mr. 
Mordaunt  inimitable.^  As  she  pronounced  this,  she  fixed 
Mrs.  Demure,  who  affected  to  take  no  notice,  till  Lady 
Blunt  added, — *  Do  not  you  think  so,  madam  ?  You 
knew  the  gentleman/ 

<  Enow  him  !^  said  Mrs.  Demure,  with  affected  indi& 
ference,  but  evident  emotion,-— <  a  man  who  is  every-' 
where  must  be,  in  some  degree,  known  to  every-hody  i 
but  I  know  very  little  of  the  man,  and  only  as  a  common 
acquaintance.^ 

.  <  NiGiy,  now,  my  dear  madam,  I  own  you  surprise  me,* 
said  Lady  Blunt;  <  for  I  could  have  sworn  that  any  wo-» 
man  who  knew  him  at  all  would  have  thought  him  rather 
an  uncommon  acquaintance/ 

<  I  do  not  understand  what  your  ladyship  means  by 
an  uncommon  acquaintance,^  rejoined  Mrs.  Demure,  a 
Kttle  sharply. 

*  I  mean,^  said  Lady  Blunt,  <  an  acquaintance  with 
one  of  the  most  accomplished  men  in  England.^ 

Mn  Clement,  the  clergyman,  thinking  the  dialogue 
was  in  danger  of  becoming  too  warm,  and  with  the  scde 
view,  as  I  am  convinced,  to  prevent  that,  and  give  it  a 
pleasanter  turn,  said,«-<  Your  ladyship  needed  not  have 
confined  yourself  to  England;  you  might  have  added 
Seotlandy  and  even  the  town  of  Berwick-upon-Tteeede  Then 
observing  a  Mr^  Macdonald,  who  had  risen  from  one  of 
the  card*tal(Ies,  and  joined  our  eirde,  he  added,*— <  I 
hope  the  addition  might  have  been  made  without  offence 
to  any  of  the  company.' 

^  As  you  seem  to  direct  thi»  to  me^  sir,!*  said  the  Spot, 
*  I  must  infcMrm  you  that  I  am  neither  apt  to  take  of- 
fence where  it  is  not  intended,  nor  to  pass  it  over  when 
it  is/ 

<  In  the  pesent  case,'  replied  Mn  Clement,  <  you 
must  be  sensible  that  none  could  be  intended.' 

*  Without  accurately  examining  what  coudd  be/  re- 
sumed the  other,  *  I  am  willing  to  take  it  for  granted 
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ttfiat  ntmt  was  intended ;  and  I  am  the  more  disposed  so 
to  do  on  account  of  y6ur  being  a  clergjtxian ;  for  I  honour 
the  profession,  chiefly,  indeed,  because  my  own  father  be- 
longed to  It.* 

«  you  Are  extremely  obli^ng,  sir,'  said  Mr.  Clement, 
bowing. 

*  It  is  always  my  intention  to  be  obli^ng,  slrj*  replied 
Macdonald. — *  But  to  return  to  the  original  assertion 
made  by  her  ladyship,  namely,  *  that  Mr.  Mordauntwas 
one  of  the  BK»9t  aeoomplished  men  in  England,'*  to  which 
you  said  that  she  might  have  added  Scotland,  (as  for 
Berwick-upon-Tweed,  I  leave  it  out  of  the  argument,  as 
a  neutral),— I  must  observe  that  the  assertion  might  be 
just  simply  as  her  ladyship  made  it,  without  its  being 
equally  so  conjoined  to  your  appendage.' 

The  precise  manner  in  which  this  was  pronounced^  as 
well  as  the  terms,  seemed  to  put  all  the  company  in  ti  gay 
humour.— Mr.  Clement  replied,  wijh  a  smilj?,  *  that  it 
possibly  might  be  so.'  * 

^  I  only  speak  of  possibility,  sir.  To  say  the  thing*  is 
probable,  though  that  may  be  my  own  private  opinion, 
would  not  be  civil  irf  this  company :  but  I  must  add, 
that  1  have  heard  the  gentleman  in  question  spoken  df 
by  the  gallant  Colonel  Sommers,  under  whom  I  served, 
in  such  terms  as  convince  me  that  he  is  a  very  accomplish- 
ed as  well  as  a  very  brave  man.' 

*  I  have  heard  Mr.  Mordaunt  accused*  of  being  a  very 
romantie  character,*  said  Lady  Blunt's  niece. 

Her  ladyship  has  this  young  lady  much  with  her,  to 
prevent  her  from  being  witness  to  the  discord  that  exists 
between  her  father  and  mother.  She  is,  I  atn  told,  a  great 
reader  of  romances,  particularly  the  ancient. 

*  Mr.  Mordaunt  being  of  a  romantic  character,  my 
dear,  will  appear  no  heinous  accusation  in  your  eyes,'  an- 
swered the  aunt.  <  Like  the  heroes  of  romance,  he  is  al- 
ways in  love  ;  and,  like  them,  too,  he  never  marries :  but 
he  has  not  the  least  resemblance  to  the  preux  chevaKer^  hi 
ooastancy-»he  is  rather  addicted  to  change,  to  the  great, 
fiction  of  some  distressed  damsel  ^l 
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As  »he  8^id  i^i%  she  ^ncedat  MrSt  PemiiM^  w:h» 
seemed  again  a  little  disconcerted. 

*  But  (he  heroes  of  roovuice,^  resume^  the  young  lady^ 
^  do  marry  at  the  end.* 

.>  *  Y^s,  my  dear/  said  Lady^Qlunt,  ^  as*  you  Justly  ob* 
serve,  at  the  end;  for,  when  the  man  marries,  he  is  .na 
kn^r-ra^hero,  and'  bis  mistress  still  less  a  he^roine ;  ^  they 
become  pli^  husband  imd  wife^  just  like  your  papa  and 
mamna.' 

*  Graciqus  me  f  exclaimed  the  yoiing  lady,  spreading 
her  hands,  and  casting  up  her  eyes.   -. 

<  Though  Mordaunt^s  i\>mance  is  not  likely  to  oometp 
so  humiliajting  a  conclusioii,*  resumed  l^ady  Blunt,  ^  it 
was  very  near  being  cut  sbort  in  Italy,  when  he  served  in 
the  Austrian  armies  opposed  to  Bonaparte^  where,  I  aii| 
told^;  he  ei^posed  himself  to  many  dangers/ 

<  He  had  no  more  business  to  join  the  Austrians,^  said 
Sir  Qeorge  Topley,.  ^  than  the  knights  you  were  talking 
pf  had  to  go  tp  the  Qply  Land,^  . . 

.  <  There  is,  surel^f  a  difference  betw^n  the  cases,*  re* 
sumed  Mr.  Macdoqald :  ^  for  though  volunteering  in  the 
Austrian  army  is,^  perhi^p,  one  of  those  things  in  which 
you  ¥fOuld  not  like  to  imitate  Mr.  Mordaiint ;  yet^  as  be 
happened  to  be  in  Italy  at  a  time  when  the  French  were 
Carrying  every  thing  before  them,  he  lyught  naturally 
think  that,  in  joining  our  allies  against  tlj^em,  he  was  s^v-f 
ing  his  country:  not  but  I  am  of  opinion  that  he  would 
have  judged  better  in  coming  home,  and.engagtng  in  the 
tnilitia,  or  in  some  volunteer  corps,  as  ydu,  sir,  no  doubt, 
did,^  •'    / 

^    <  Indeed  I  did  not,  said  Sir  George ;  because,  in  spite 
pf  all  the  vapouring  of  the  iFrench  about. invading  Eng«, 
land,  I  w^s  convinced  they  would  never  attempt  it*  and 
fully  persuaded  of  t^eir  being  all  suok  or  taken  by  ou# 
fleets  if  they  did.* 

.  /  What  might  have  had  some  effect  also,  n^y  dear  Sir 
G^orgp,  in  preventing  your  adopticfg  the  measures  the 
^ntleman  oieQttoqs/  udded  iiady  Bltmti  ^  w^s  your  biN 
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kig  very  ^eeply  egj^ngftdiftigeveral  bone^raoes.i^  differeat 
abd  distent  parts  of  the  coilQtry/  . 
i  WHh  tbfi  Mine  goocUi^ttated  iotei^f ion  .that  had  l|efore 
indaced  kim  to  Interpose^  Mr.  Cl^naeot  i|aid«7ti  .F^m.  aH 
I  havelieard  of  Mr.  Mtiffdau^t,  h^  is^  certainly,  ^  very 
gidlantmao;  lakit^  |Kerhlps»  Hke  Uiej^roix^cA^j^/Mrt  that 
have  been  metttUmed,  he  is  someUmes  fond  of  danger  for 
danger's  sake^^^ 

^  I  humbly  beg  yoinr  pardon  for  differing  from  a  ge^? 
lleinan  of  your  dloth,^  jc^siimed  Mr.  Macdonald.^-— *  I  must 
say  I  take  Bfr.  MordaUot  io  hai;§.too  muqbgqod  sc^se  tp 
Imhc  fism^  jnerely  lor  danger's  $9k^'  But  I,  cfin  conceive 
that  .iihenla.giieat.  dc^grfee  <^  iiHrepidity  is  qpit^d  to  an  ^r- 
dcnutide^me  of  distinction,  tbalb.  a  man  ^ay  be  fond  ofi^pre-* 
senfifag  kim^If  .io  hazardoi^  situations,  ii^b]p|i  be  might, 
whhbut  dishonour^  have^aiSrajded ;  .^nd  ^h^  %W  ^be  di(« 
fetencis  betveen  an  o$cec.who  barely  does  his  duty,  that 
be. may  kVoid  reproach,  and  {bpotib^  who  .is^  actuated  by 
seal  .for  the  service^  and  an  ardepfc  passion  for^hozies(;and 
well-merited  famo.  Mr.  Mordaunt.  having  gone  a  yolun^? 
teer  into  the  Austrian  service,  on  mptives  /wfiiicji^wqiiild 
have  weighed  with  few,  thought  it  would  be  unbecoini^g 
the  oharacler  of  an'JEingUsbiAan  to  k^p.aloof  ;from  dan- 
ger^ Imd  tlierefore.  offered  him^lf,  tsu  a  v^ri^y  of  perilpi^ 
occasions,  inconsequence  of  iwliiiib.hc^  drew  the  adinira* 
tidn  of  the  army,  -and  obtaiaed  tke  |H[aisfis  of  the  general. 
But,  previous  to  this,  he  was  advantageously  known  to 
many  Austrian  officers  of  distinction,  by  a  very  singular 
adventure  he  had  at  Vienna  with  an  Italian  lady,  who 
followed  him  from  Rome  to  that  capital.^ 

Lady  Blunt  expressed  a  desire  to  know  all  the  circum- 
stances of  this  adventure ;  but  Mn  Macdonald  said,  *  that 
he  had  heard  it  mentioned  only  in  general  terms  by  Co* 
lonel  Sommers,.who  had  declared  that  his  friend  had  dis* 
played  great* intrepidity  and  presence  of  mind  on  the  oc- 
casion, without  communicating  the  particulars.^ 
.  <  Perhaps,'  said  Lady  Blunt,  <  Mrs.  Demure  can  fa* 
vour  us  with  the  particulars  T 

*  I  do  not  conceive,'  replied  that  lady,  with  a  look  of 
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resentment,  <  bow  your  ladyship  oomcs  to  imagine  tbat 
I  should  be  acquainted  with  the  gentleman's  adventures.' 

*  I  merely  thought  it  possible,  my  dear  madam,'  said 
Lady  Blunt ;  *  aivd  had  not  the  least  idea  that  my  sup* 
position  could  have  offended  you/ 

'  Offended  me !'  replied  Mrs.  Demure,  forcing  a  smile  i 
«<**  your  ladyship  never  was  more  mistaken  in  your  life, 
if  you  imagine  that  the  supposition  offends  m^—<hough  I 
must  acknowledge  it  surprises  me  a  good  deaL' 

<  There  are  peo{de,^  rejoined  Lady  Blunt,  <  who  are 
Tery  mueh  offended  when  they  are  surprised.' 

Mrs.  Courtney  joined  us  at  tbat  instant,  and  pressed 
Lady  Blunt  to  a  card-party,  which  put  an  end  to  the  al* 
tercation.  But  I  have  some  curiosity. to  know  the  cir« 
cumstanoes  of  the  adventure  to  which  Mr,  Macdonald  al- 
luded— ^Your  husband  undoubtedly  knows  the  whole. 
He  must  be  a  singular  kind  of  man,  this  friend  of  the  co< 
lonel.— Pray,  my  dear,  invite  your  husband  to  tell  you  the 
particulars;  and  at  your  convenience  transmit  them  to 
me— the  sooner  the  better.  What  a  long  and  circum- 
stantial epistle  this  isl-^l  hope  your  next  will  be  in  the 
same  style. 

Lady  Diana  infcHrms  me  that  poor  Mrs.  Denham  is  still 
in  too  feeble  a  state  of  health  to  be  left.  Her  eldest  son 
has  obtained  a  commission  in  the  army  through  her  in«i 
fluence.  The  young  man  is  to  join  his  regiment  directs 
ly.    The  marchioness  has  set  out  for  Bath.    Farewell ! 

H.  CLiFFOBD. 

I  hope  the  Vienna  adventure  will  be  the  subject  of  your 
i>ext» 

LETTER  LVL 

M^s,  SoMMESs  to  Miss  Ho&ATiA  Cliffobd. 

MY  JD£Aft  HOBATIA,  JikmOtU     . 

Whek  I  received  your  last  letter,  my  husband  was  go* 
ing  to  a  county-meeting,  and  not  to  return  till  the  follow^* 
ipg  day.    I  spoke  to  him  on  the  subject  you  desired. 
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He  i imnediAtely  took  irom  his  bureau  a  paper,  which  he 
said  was  a  narrative  of  that  aifair,  I  had  previously  been 
informed  that  he  was  at  Rome  when  Mr.  Mordaunt  first 
formed  an  acquaintance  with  the  Italian  lady  in  question. 
That  gentleman  was  then  only  about  twenty  years  of  age. 
His  graceful  appearance  and  address  produced  the  same 
effect  in  Italy  that  they  had  previously  done  in  France 
and  Germany.  He  was  very  much  distinguished  by  the 
ladies.  This  one  in  particular  used  all  her  art,  and  she 
was  mistress  of  a  great  deal,  to  captivate  him.  She  sue* 
ceeded  in  such  a  degree  as  to  alarm  all  his  friends,  paiw 
ticuliu'ly  my  husband,  who  was  his  greatest  intimate.  She 
was  graced  with  a  title,  was  of  a  majestic  person,  and 
beautiful.  I  have  heard,  however,  that,  on  cerinin  oo« 
casions,  something  a  little  too  masculine  appeared  in  the 
expressive  features  of  her  countenance.  She  possessed 
many  accomplishments,  and  all  the  powers  of  seduction. 
Though  she  affscted  to  be  passionately  enamoured  of  Mr. 
Mordaunt,  yet  she  maintained  a  reserve  of  behaviour  with 
him,  which  it  was  pretty  generally  believed  she  had  not 
always  preserved  with  other  men.  She  was  involved  in 
debt,  was  five  years  older  thati  Mr..  Mordaunt.  Her  aim 
was  to  entice  him  into  marriage.  She  would  have  gained 
her  point,  had  not  my  husband,  who  is  also  older  by  two 
years  than  his  friend,  at  the  risk  of  mortally  offending 
him,  prevented.  He  succeeded  in  opening  Mr.  Mor^* 
daunf^s  eyes  with  regard  to  the  character  of  the  woman, 
and  in  convincing  him  of  the  foUy  of  marrying  a  woman 
who  had  nothing  but  beauty,  and  a  few  showy  accom^ 
plishments,  to  recommend  her.  But,  even  after  my  hus^ 
band  was  convinced  of  all  this,  he  still  dreaded  the  lady^s 
powers  in  case  of  an  interview.  He  prevailed  on  his 
friend  to  leave  Rome  without  informing  her  of  his  intent 
tion.  The  two  fiiends  passed  with  rapidity  to  Venice ; 
from  whence,  after  a  short  stay,  they  proceeded  to  Vienna, 
where  they  intended  to  spend  the  summer. 

But  my  husband  at  that  time  having  only  the  rank  of 
captain  in  the  army^  and  hearing  that  there  were  some 
pew  levies  to  be  raade^  and  a  chance  of  actual  service^ 
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yvturried  suddenly  to  Eoglandi  l«ftViiig  Mi^.  nilbidrant  at 
Vienna.  .  . 

;  Tlns;inbch  of  the  stofy,  iny  dear  Horatta,  I  knew  be^ 
ibre';  the  written  narrattVe  delivered  to  me  by  my  hti»- 
band  begins  at  this  period.  ..i.: 

'  On 'giving  it  to  me^  hie.  said,  ^  Haivittg  heard  iodistioot. 
)y  of  this  affsar,  I  wrote  to  Mordauiit  for  the  partieulars ; 
but  whether  it  proceeded  Arom  a-dislike  to.  what  so  many 
people  are  fond  of,  nimely,  being  the  hiero  of  his  own  ialei^ 
or  from  a  natural  impatience  of)temper»  whidi  hmriied 
htm  into  iiew  scenes  wh«re  he  expected  new  enjoyment, 
and  deprived  him  of  both  letsurct  and  inclmatimi  to  writ- 
ing,  I  never  received  any  thing  hot  a  fewigeneral  expves* 
ttona  ii^  his  lettewto  me  on  the  subject.  The  narrative  I 
BOW  give  3fou,^  my  husband  continued,  *  was  sent  to  mo 
by  a  friend  of  M<Hrdaunt^l  aBd<mjnie,  who  reitnained  with 
Inm  at  Viemm  after  I  lefit  it,  knd  had  been  inibmied  of  alt 
the  particulars*  This  adventure,  with  some  others  he  has 
since-  met  with,  have  given  my  friend  an  ttnlucky  preju- 
dice against  marriage«  Had  he  been  as  fortunate  m  I 
have  been  in  female  acquaintance,^  added  the  ecdonei, '  he 
woutd  at  this  DDoment.be  convinced  that  matriinony  is  the 
happiest  of  all  states/ 

<  There,  my  dear  Horatia,  is  k  gallant  husband  for  you  I 
4s  soon  as  he  left  nie  I  began  to  copy  the  nwrative,  aa 
fbllowa.7— 

.  [As  the  comtessina  was  persnaded  that  CiqDtain.Som-» 
mers  had  always  opposed  her  vieks  on  his  friend,  and  (hat 
it  was  through  his  influence  that  Mr.  Mordaunt  had 
quitted  Rome  so  abruptly,  she  no  sooner  heard  of  the 
captain's  having  returned  tq  ^England,  than  she  determin* 
edoB  a  joiimey  to  Vienoa,  in  the  view  of  regaining  the 
bk>ld  she  formerly  had  on  th^  affections  of  Mr.  Mordaunt« 
To  this  she  combined  a  plan  of  idtimidation,  in  case  the 
Other  should  fail  in  aocoinplishing  her  end. 

With  these  views  she  made  the  jodroey  from  Rome  ta 
Vienna,  accoiiipanied  by  a  tall,  fierce  looking,  Nea|xilitaa 
o^cer,  wh(»n  ^e  called  h^r  brother. 
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when  he  beard  of  her  arrivid,  .      .,. 

Though  h^  w^ .  ftiily  Qcmvinced  ithlit  h0r  iwtentaitiqiis 
tenderness  was  all  art  and  dissinmlatijvn^.aedY  of  Qouisea 
be  was  4q  a  great  measure  .€i)red  of  Hm  afifectioft  aod  ;en« 
tbusiastic  admiration :b9  had  at. one  tune  ^otertMned,  she 
still  interested  him  to  a  considejrable  degrte 
.  When  th^y  m^ty  aft^  complaining,  with  a  jM^etic  ac« 
cent,  of  his  abrupt  departure  from  Rome,  she  aatd,  ^  tliat 
a  few  days  after  lie^di^ppeared  her  broth^sr  bad  arrived 
from  Sicily:  hf^  sd^me^bangj  ta  proceed  to  Germany, 
fm  purpose  to  i«ipro?e  in  his  profession  by  viewing  the 
discipline  of  .the  German  i^rmies,  he  faaci  persuaded  her  to 
^company  him  as  far  as  Vienna,  iih^re.  she  intended  to 
remain  while  be  should  visit  the  Austrian  and  Frussiaa 
gf  riisons ;  ^nd,  -on  his  return  to  Vienn^  her  brother  and 
9he  proposed  to  go  b^ek  to  Rome  together. 
.  The  brother  thanked  Mr.  Mordaui^t,  in;  the  polity 
terms,  for  the  attent'pns  wbich^  he ,  understood^  he  had 
paid  to  his  sister  at  ^  Rom^ ;  expressed  a  high  admiration 
fgf  the^EnglMi  nation,  and  great  satisf^ctipn  in  the  thought 
of  bis  sister  having  so  accomplished  a  cavalier  to  acGpaiT 
pany  her  to  the  publip  places  while  she  remained  at  Vi^ 
enna.    i       . 

.  Mr.  Mordaunt  was. not  without  suspicion  that  tl^era 
was  somcr  secret  design  under  all  this  ;  but,  as  he  found 
pleasure  in  the  lady's  company,  and  was  sufficiently  de<i 
l^rmined  against  her  principal  object,  he  continued  to  vi^ 
sit  them. 

The  lady  appeared  as  alluring,  and  rather  more  com* 
plying  than  ever*  One  evening,  which  Mr.  Mordaunt 
passed  with  the  brother  and  sister,  she  let  fall,  as  if  accin 
dentally,  that  her  brother  was  to  assist  at  a  review  oC 
iome  regiments  of  Hungarian  cavalry  that  was  to  take 
place  the  following  morning.  '  Very  true,^  said  the  bro- 
ther :  ^  and  I  hope  you  will  a(:company  me,^  added  he, 
fuldressing  Moirdaunt  ■  ^  but  it  will  be  rather  too  earljr 
fop:  my  sister.' 

Ifijt,  .MordauQt  W46  just  going  tp  agree  to  the  propoiiali 
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when  he  felt  his  foot  gently  prewed  by  tliM  of  the  lacljr. 
So  strong  a  hint  could  not  be  misunderstood :  he  said, 
<  that  he  recollected  a  business  which  would  put  it  out  of 
his  power  to  be  at  the  review.* 

The  next  day  he  visited  the  lady.— They  were  sur- 
prised by  the  brother,  and  another  ferocioua^looking  fel- 
low in  an  officei's  uniform. 

The  lady  shrieked,  and  then  exhibited  a  fainting-fit 
pretty  naturally. 

The  stranger  in  the  uniform  said,  with  sei^ming  emo- 
^n— -*  Alas !  signor,  your  sister  is  dead.* 

The  Neapolitan's  countenance,  which  before  expressed 
rage,  now  assumed  the  appearance  of  despair.  Mordaunt, 
oollecting  his  presence  o£  mind,  was  attentive  to  all  their 
movements. 

The  lady,  slowly  opening  her  eyes,  looked  around  with 
an  air  of  amazement,  as  if  she  had  forgot  what  had  pass- 
ed.'^*  Where  am  I  ?*  exclaimed  she,  in  a  solemn  tragic 
voice.  ^  Good  heavens  !  my  dearest  brother,  is  it  you  !* 
continued  she,  with  an  affected  look  of  wildness. 

This  being  over-acted,  convinced  Mr.  Mordaunt  of 
what  he  had  suspected  from  the  beginning. 

*  Yes,  wretched  woman  I  it  is  your  brother,*  exclaim- 
ed the  Neapolitan ;  *  in  what  a  situation  have  I  found 
you !  Have  you  disgraced  your  noble  family  ?  have 
you  sullied  the  purity  of  your  illustrious  blood  ?*  Then, 
observing  a  smile  on  Mr.  Mordaunt's  countenance,  he  add-* 
ed,  with  a  furious  look,  <  What!  does  your  undoer 
'smile  at  the  ruin  he  has  produced  V 

Mordaunt  burst  into  laughter. 

This  kindled  the  Neapolitan's  rage  more  fiercely.  Af- 
ter a  flourish  of  oaths,  be  expatiated  on  the  crime  of  se- 
ducing a  woman. 

Mr.  Mordaunt  coolly  said— -<  Seduction  is  certainly  a 
crime,  whether  the  seduced  be  man  or  woman.' 

The  Neapolitan,  raising  his  voice,  declared — <  that  his 
aster's  honour  could  not  be  repaired  otherwise  than  by 
marriage.' 

Mordaunt  replied*^'  that  he  had  no  objection  to  her 
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tefBiting  it  that  way » or  any  other^  that  would  answer  the 
end; 

*  It  is  welly  signer,^  said  the  Neapolitan^  in  a  gentle 
tone,  being  deceived  by  what  Mordaunt  had  said.  <  I 
eould  not  doubt  of  your  acting  like  a  man  of  honour/ 

<  You  shall  have  less  reason  to  doubt  it  now  than  ever/ 
resumed  Mordaunt.  <  You  shall  find  that  I  am  neither 
to  be  deceived  by  an  infamous  conspiracy,  nor  bullied  by 
a  couple  of  bravos.' 

The  Neapolitan  looked  at  his  companion,  who  seemed 
confounded  at  the  resolute  behaviour  and  words  of  Mor* 
daunt 

Perceiving  the  Neapolitan  to  put  his  hand  to  the  hilt 
of  his  sword,  Mordaunt,  who,  at  the  first  alarm,  had 
sprung  from  the  couch  and  seized  his  own  sword,  which 
he  held  undrawn  in  his  hand,  addressed  the  two  men  in 
these  words:-— <  If  you  intend  assassination,  you  may 
perhaps  succeed ;  but  not  before  I  shall  have  had  the  sa* 
tisfaction  of  killing  the  first  of  you  who  makes  the  at« 
tempt;  and  I  am  convinced  that  my  friends  have  interest 
enough  to  get  the  other  broken  on  the  wheel/ 

Having  said  this,  he  moved  to  the  door,  and  withdrew, 
without  interruption,  from  the  Italians,  who  were  over- 
awed and  confounded  to  such  a  degree,  that  they  remained 
silent  and  motionless  for  some  minutes  after  he  had  left 
the  room.  The  woman  was  the  first  that  recovered  the 
use  of  her  tongue,  which  she  employed,  until  she  was  out 
of  breath,  in  vain  execrations,  and  in  abuse  of  her  two 
companions,  as  poltroons^  particularly  the  stranger  in  the 
uniform.  This  man  was  a  Dalmatian,  whom  they  had 
^picked  up  at  Venice,  and  whom  they  dropped  at  the  same 
city  on  their  return  to  Rome. 

I  afterwards  met  this  very  Dalmatian  at  Venice ;  and, 
without  much  difficulty,  prevailed  on  him  to  tell  me  all 
he  knew^of  the  story ;  without  which,  I  should  not  have 
been  acquainted  with  some  of  the  particulars  above  enu- 
merated.] 

After  copying  this  long  paper,  you  will  not  expect  that 
I  should  add  much  from  myself.    I  cannot  help,  however. 
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eirpnfsskig  a  wf^ti,  liiy  d^f^  tluit  you  ibay  tollow  die  eoiin«> 
tel  I  gave  at  the  end  of  my  last. — ^Adieu  1  my  dearest 
ISofittia;  beli^vc^  me  ever  youi^s,  \  ■       " 

JULIET  SOMkEKS.'     ' 


LETTER  LVIL 
^he  CouNTiiss  of  Dkanport  to  Jamss  GRisoizh,  Esq. 


I  All  mor6  piTOvok^d  at  ttiis  girl  Clifford  than  ^ver.     Shit 
tiehaved  in  the  mo^  insol^ttt  manner  possible  at  an'dfs* 
sembly,  sifice  the  last  time  I  ^rote.     I  sat  by  Miss  Moy« 
iton  and  her  atint : — my  sbn  entered, — I  endeavoured  tcf 
catch  his  eye,  and  draw  him  to  them ;  but  ihe  moment 
tie  ^w  Miss  Clifford,  r^ardless  of  my  beckoning,  ht 
tiiade  up  to  he^.     As  I  had  reason  to  think  she  was  not 
iery  much  pleased  with  me  at  that  time,  I  had  some 
kopes  ibat^  from  spite  against  toe,  she  would  have  behav- 
ed cotdly  at  least  to  him  ;  but,  on  the  cfontrary,  sbere« 
reived  his  assiduities  with  the  most  flattering  complacen« 
cy  :  she  seemed  to  attend  to  none  of  the  young  fellows 
trho  (Surrounded  her  but  him.     She  certainly  perceived 
me  make  signs  to  him  to  approach  us.    As  often  sfs  he 
seemed  ready  to  comply^  she  addressed  herself  with  such 
smiling  earnestness  to  him  that  he  could  not  quit  her. 
She  evidently  enjoyed  the  grimaces  of  the  aunt,  the  mor- 
tified looks  of  Miss  Moyston,  and  the  rage  which,  I  fear^ 
was  btrt  too  apparent  in  my  Countenance.     Ypu  cannot 
conceive  with  what  a  triumpbantf  air  she  past  us,  as  he 
led  her  to  her  carriage.     If  I  ever  forgive  her  the  look 
she  threw  on  me$  I  hope  she  will  immedrately  after  many 
my  son,  and  govern  him  as  she  pleases  for  life^ 

It  is  clear  that  she  has  consulted  her  oracle ;  and  the 
entire  change  of  her  conduct  towards  Deanport  if  in  eon^ 
sequence  of  the  response  of  the  Great  Diana.  From  the 
hatred  which  I  bear  to  that  goddess  I  cannot  doubt  of 
hers  to  me ;  for  it  is  not  likely  that  an  old  maid  should 
h^ve  more  good  nature  than  other  women/    I  consider 
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tiie  vestl^^  iherefeie^  as^he  ifirat  mover  of  ihe  late  iiisolt^ 
and  shall  act  accordingly. 

It  is  in  vain  to  attempt  to  tkrn  niy  son  from  hi»  pre*' 
aenjt  puvsuk^  espi^cudly  as  leng^as  tlie  object  of  it'  encoufi 
rages  thechace;  but  it  is  not  tmposstble  to.giv«  it  a  tetu 
mfaiatibn  very  different' from  what  the  damsel  herself' or 
tier  chaste  instritetress^  dreams  vt.  -  in  the  meantime,  t 
shall  endeavour  to  cajole  the  Moystons,*  and  keep  then  id 
as  good-humour  as  t  can« 

The'verj  day  after  Miss  Clifford  had  enjoyed  her  tri^ 
umph)  though  my  breast  was  st»ll  glowing  with  tesenfU 
ment,  X  met  Doanpcart  at  brea[k{ast  with  a  gay  coantenance^ 

I  wished  to  put  hinx  '^^  g^od-faumour^  whioii^  by  ibe 
way,  is  no  easy  task*  paiticularly  at  breakfast,  I  don^t 
know  whether  you  hay^  obseri^ed  it ;  Ikit  peiiple  who  ai^ 
naturally  ill*humoured  show  it  more  at  breakfast  tbaii  at 
imy  other  time*  Besides,  be  knew  I  had  some  reason  id 
be  displeased  with  Aim;  of  eourse  he  looked  rather  sulkjf^ 
at  me.  I  took  no  notice  of  that,  an^  proceeded  to  ikm^ 
Verise  in  the  most  easy  and  cheerful  style  on  indiferenf 
subjects.  When  I  saw  that  the  gloom  on  his  countenainoe 
was  dispersed,-— <  Apropos  V  said  I,  *  you  go  on  triumi^ 
fihantly  in  your  affair  with  that  girl.^ 

He  stared,  and  asked,  «  Whiat  girl  P^ 

*  Whyj  the  Clifford/  answered  L  «  Every  body  re- 
marks that  you  have  already  turned  her  head,  and  may  dq 
with  her  what  you  please/ 

<  Lord  r  ,said  he,  his  eyes  sparkling  with  tanity,  ^what 
idle  conjectures  people  make !  Miss  Clifford  behaves  to 
me  only  with  common  politeness/ 

<  Nay,  Deanport,^  said  I;  <  I  have  no  design  to  pene< 
irate  into  what  you,  as  a  man  of  honour,  ought  to  keep 
secret ;  nor  do  I  wish  to  be  your  conBdant  in  such  affairs^ 
I  have  no  particular  affection^  it  is  true,  for  the  girl,  yet 
I  am  sorry  to  see  attentions  paid  to  her  which  lead  to  hit- 
ruin;  though^  according  to  the  unjust  notions  of  the 
world  of  gallantry,  they  may  add  tp  y<nir  reputation.  I 
wish  you  no  fresh  laurels  at  $uch  expense/ 
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<  I  do  not  believe,'  said  he^  <  that  tny  thidg  of  tbdt 
nature  is  suspected.' 

<  What  else,  my  dear  Deanport,'  said  I,  '  can  be  sus- 
pected ?  Nobody  thinks  so  meanly  of  you  as  to  suqpeot 
you  have  any  serious  views  on  such  a  girl ;  and  you  are 
blamed  for  persevering  in  your  attentions  to  her,  because 
it  may  prevent  some  man,  more  suitable  to  her  rank, 
from  paying  his  addresses  to  her.  You  are  accused  of 
acting  the  part  of  the  boys  in  the  fable  of  the  frog^ ;  what 
Was  sport  to  the  former  was  death  to  the  latter.  The 
more  reason  there  is,  therefore,  from  the  levity  of  this 
girPs  character,  and  your  reputation  as  a  man  of  gallant- 
ry, to  imagine  that  you  may  carry  your  point  with  her,  I 
am  the  more  solicitous  that  you  should  give  up  the  pur« 

.  suit.  You  may  depend  upon  it,  my  dear  Deanport,  that 
such  an  instance  of  self-denial  would  afford  you  more  so- 
lid and  permanent  comfort  than  your  success  can  possibly 
do.  But,  if  these  reflections  should  fail  in  deciding  you 
entirely  to  abandon  your  designs  on  this  girl,  I  hope  a 
proper  regard  for  your  own  interest  will  induce  you  to 
suspend  them  at  least.  Your  attentions  to  Miss  Clifford 
alarm  Miss  Moyston ;  and,  if  continued,  may  provoke 
her  to  that  degree,  that  she  may  throw  herself  into  the 
arms  of  Lord  Sordid,  or  some  other ;  for,  depend  upon  it, 
she  may  choose  a  husband  from  the  whole  unmarried 
peers  of  the  realm.  It  will  afford  you  endless  remorse^ 
should  a  transient  phantasy,  which  will  be  over  in  a  few 
months,  preclude  you  frojn  the  means  of  gratifying  every 
wish  of  your  heart  during  your  whole  life."* 

It  was  evident,  from  the  attention  he  paid  to  this  ha^ 
rangue,  that  some  part  made  a  strong  impression.  He 
hinted, '  that  I  was  in  an  error  with  respect  to  Miss  Clif" 
ford;  that,  notwithstanding  her  natural  vivacity,  he  knew 
DO  woman  whose  conversation  and  manner  gave  less  en«< 
couragement  to  any  attempt  of  the  nature  I  had  alluded 
ta' 

With  a  smile,  expressive  of  compassion  and  contempt, 
I  said,  <  I  was  extremely  happy  that  he  was  of  that  way 
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of  ihitikiAg,  ljeeauii«  it  iinould  prereiit  faiin  from  mAkiiiir 
ati  J  such  attempt,  and  of  caixrde  frdm  etet  feeling  the  nm 
teorse  which  would  ultimately  attend  hit  being  undeoeit« 
4?d/ — ^To  thift  hh  tnkde  no  answer,  anci  we  separated. 

If  he  waiS;  ever  to  irilly  aft  to  hate  idatr imony  ifl  his  heAcI, 
i  am  pretty  certaih  that  I  have  shaken  his  purpose.  H«i 
^11  now^  at  leasts  make  an  efisay  to  oafry  his  point  on  ea<i 
ftier  terms^  I  confess  I  hate  no  Very  sanguine  hopes  o 
his  success.  The  girl  deems  to  faaire  firmness  as  well  aa 
pride,  and  a  cbmfortabie  ckgree  of  re^peot  fw  hto^If :  all 
these  are  against  my  son.  If  ihe  had  less  sense  and  spirit^ 
I  should  have  belter  hopes ;  however^  there  is  no  know^ 
ing  what  may  happen :  any  wc^an  may  b6  caught  nap* 
ping.  But  if,  flrom  her  own  pride^  and  th#  admonition^ 
6f  the  chaste  l)iana,  she  shouM  be  on  her  guards  in  that 
casej  depend  upbn  it,  the  young  lady  will  give  herself 
high  airs  of  indignation  t  her  purity,  no  doubt,  will  h^ 
Wonderfully  offended  ;  and  she  may  chance  to  say  or  do 
sotnething  that  will  wound  his  lordship^s  vanity :  iind  I 
should  not  be  surprised,  if,  in  his  #rath  against  Miss  Clif»« 
ford,  he  made  pf^oposalft  of  marriage  to  Miss  MoySton.«^ 
Vou  smile  at  the  folly  of  a  man  proposing  marriage  td  a 
woman  about  whom  he  is  indifferent^  on  purpose  to  vex 
the  woman  he  loves.  Absurd  as  it  soem^,  I  have  known 
hiore  than  one  of  the  wise  lords  of  the  Creation  oommit 
this  very  folly:  And  as  my  son's  conduct  ii  ks  often  re* 
^ulated  by  caprice  as  that  of  any  of  his  brethren,  why 
should  I  think  him  secure  from  the  same  folly  ? 

But,  should  it  happen  otherwise  in  the  present  instance^ 
,  i^hould  he  bear  the  rebuff  with  patience^  still  it  will  occa- 
sion a  temporary  breach,  that  will  require  time,  and  the 
art  of  the  chaste  Diana,  to  repair. 

But  do  you  know,  that,  after  having  put  this  attempt 
into  his  head,  I  am  by  no  means  clear  that  t  ought  to  wisK 
him  success  (and,  to  my  knowledge,  he  has  been  success- 
ful with  women  higher  born  than  this  Clifford)  ?  For, 
though  it  would  gratify  my  hatred  against  her  present  di* 
rectress,  as  well  as  that  I  feel  against  the  insolent  gipsy 
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herself^  to  see  het  my  son^s  mittresd,  she  might  ef  en  then, 
retain  too  great  ascendency  oyer  him.  In  short,  I  am 
not  absolutely  certain  that  she  might  not  persuade  him,, 
after  all,  to  make  her  his  wife.—- What  say  you  ? 

'  I  teartily  wish  that  this  cousin  of  jrours  would  conclude 
the  business  one  way  or  the  other.  I  sympathise  with  you 
Tery  sincerely.  I  know  what  horrible  constraint  it  is  ta 
attend  a  dying  relation,  from  whom  one  has  expe^ations^ 
during  a  tedious  illness  :«-4o  be  obliged  to  wear  the  most 
melancholy  aspect,  to  speak  in  a  sympathising  accent,  to 
raise  his  iiead,  to  smooth  hia  |nUow««-AhI  bow  disgust* 
ing !  I  went  through  the  whole  nauseoss  process  in  the 
very  flower  of  my  youth,  in  the  last  ilhiess  of  my  grand- 
fiither ;  and,  after  all,  the  ungrateful  dotard  left  bis  whole 
fortune  to  ray  brother,  who  nel^r  banded  him  a  cup  of 
water-gruel !    Farewell  I  ^ 

S.  DKAKFOJIT* 

p.  S.  I  had  abnost  foigot  to  inform  you,  that  your  old 
acquaintance,  Mr.  Townly,  is  a  good  deal  with  my  son  at 
present.  Townly  has  long  lived  a  painful  life^  to  main-> 
tain  the  reputation  of  a  man  of  pleasure ;  and  though  now 
unfit  for  the  practice,  he  is  thought  to  be  profoundly  skilU 
^  in  the  theory  of  gallantry.  As  my  son  has  been  accus* 
tomed,  from  his  cbildhoody  to  consider  him  in  that  view, 
andat  the.topof  fashion,  what  he.  suggests  would  have 
great  weight  with  bis  lordship.  I  do  not  choose  to  com* 
mit  myself  so  fiu:  as  to  give  any  bint  to  Townly,  but  you 
may. 
.    Send  me  your  notions  at  large,  on  all  I  have  written^ 

On  reflection,  t  have  resolved  on  a  complete  alteration 
in  my  behaviour  tp  Miss  Clifford.  I  intend  to  make  up 
to  her  with  every  appearance  of  esteem ;  as  much,  if  I  am 
able  to  assume  it,  as  I  feel  of  real  resentment^—- Do  not 
you  think  this  proper  ?  It  will  facilitate  the  vie^s  of  my 
6on»  put  the  nymph  off  her  guard,  and  dispose  her  to  re-* 
ceive  his  advances  with  more  indulgence. 
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MeS.  Darnlet  to  Lady  Diana  PaakkliiI. 


I  CAirwOT.  deny  my  self  liie  pleasute  of  informing  your 
ladyship  that  young  Loid  Deanport  has  of  late  shown  so . 
modi  attention  to  my  nieee  Hoitrtia,'iliat  I  am  conTiaoed 
be  means  to  make  her  a  proposal  of  marriage. 

Independent  of  hi»vank  and  fortune^  he  is  handsome, 
extremely  polittf^  and  was  pretty  -  generally  allowed  to 
have  danced  the  second  best  minuet  at  the  la^t  birth-day 
ball.  He  never  speaks  in  parliament,  not  being  of  a 
talkative  disposition :  besides,  I  vn  told  that  all  speaking* 
tt^e  is  conddered  now  as  superfluous.  His  lordship  has 
no  great  taste  for  politics—* partly,  I  believe,  because  it 
has  of  late  been  the  prevailing  taste  of  the  vulgar.  There 
is  a  report  that  he  is  speedily  to  be  appointed  to  an  im« 
portant  office ;  but  whether  in  the  caUnet  or  household 
is  not  certain* 

Your  ladyship  must  be  sensible  of  the  many  advantages 
of  such  a  match  to  the  dear  girl  in  whose  welfare  I  know 
you  take  so  sincere  an  interest ;  but  you  will  be  surprised 
and  concerned  to  hear,  that,  with  all  her  understandiiig, 
die  herself  seeiqs  to  be  less  moved^  by  those  advantages 
than  ber  best  friends  could  wish ;  thougbof  late,  indeed, 
Ae  behaves  with  n^ore  respect  to  the  young  nobleman 
than  she  did  at  first :  but  in  a  private  conversation  I  had 
with  her  last  night,  she  betrayed  so  great  a  disregard  of 
his  endowments,  and  a  blindness  to  the  otlier  advantages 
of  such  a  connection,  as  distresses  me  extriemely.  Your 
ladyship  knows  that  Horatia  refused  a  man  of  still  great- 
er fortune  than  his  lordship  when  she  was  abroad  with 
her  fatiier.  He  was  only  a  commoner,  indeed,  though 
rich  enough  to  have  made  three  peers.  But  it  was  not 
an  account  of  his  not  being  a  peer  that  she  refused  him. 
I  have  reason  to  believe  it  was  merely  because  she  thought 
rather  meanly  of  his  understandings  though,  in  other 
points,  an  exceeding  respectable  man* 
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As  my  dear  brother  never  blamed  his  daughter  for  tUs^ 
I  shall  not  take  on  me  to  condemn  hef  i  but  this  I  must 
say,  that  if  several  women  of  my  acc|uaintaneei  who  are 
Tery  comfortably  married^  had  possessed  a  particle  of  the 
same  scruple,  they  would  never  have  been  united  to  theiK* 
present  husbands^  Sq  Hamtia  ought  mt  t^  allow  a  pte« 
judice  of  this  nature  to  have  too  much  weightt 

As  your  ladyship  has  more  iofiuenee  with  her  than  any 
body,  I  thought  it  right  to  aeq[\uiint  you  with  what  I  oon^ 
(^ive  to  be  Lord  Deanporf  s  intention^  that  yoii  may  pre- 
vent b^  ftom  falling  into  an  error  similar  to  the  former^ 
if  the  former  was  an  error ;  because  it  would  be  more  in- 
reusable  now,  when  she  is  of  a  riper  age,  and  ought  to 
have  acquired  more  wisdom. 

I  have  not  spoken  «i  this  sulgeet  fa  my  husband,  be-r 
cause  I  cannot  say  that  Lord  Deanport  has  directly  mad^ 
a  proposal  of  marriage  to  my  niece;  but  I  have  a  thou« 
sand  reasons  for  bdiieving  that  it  is  her  fault*  and  not  his^ 
Those  reasons  I  am  not  fond  of  stating  circumstantially 
to  my  husband,  because  men  in  general  do  not  fully  oodk^ 
prehend  inch  matters,  and  no  man  in  particular  less  than 
Mr.  Darnley,  though^  in  moat  other  things,  he  has  a  very 
dear  judgment 

I  am  convinced,  from  your  ladyship's  acknowledged 
good  sense,  and  from  the  friendship  ypu  have  always^ 
shows  my  niece,  that  you  will  not  delay  to  warn  her  a^ 
gainst  the  folly  and  danger  of  keeping  a  person  of  Lord 
Peanport'^s  rank  long  in  suspense,  particniarly  as  I  have' 
reason  to  believe  that  his  mother  wishes  him  to  court  the 
rich  Miss  Moyston,  who,  in  conjunction  with  her  lady-i 
sbip^  is  doing  all  in  her  power  to  engage  his.affections.^ — 
The  countess,  I  know,  is  reckoned  a  proud  and  design-^ 
ing  woman;  and,  notwi^tanding  her  polite  behaviour 
in  your  presence,  I  dare  say  you  are  not  ignorant  of  her 
real  sentiments  respecting  you.  But,  when  Horatia  is 
married,  she  will  certainly  have  more  influence  with  her 
husband  than  the  countess  can  be  supposed  to  have ;  and 
she  will  then,  no  doubt,  be  proud  to  live  on  a  good  foot" 
iffg  with  your  ladyship. 
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iam  ulrdMfy  gM  t^  hear  thai  Mrs,  Donbam  is  bet- 
ter.^^I  beg  you  will  present  iny  best  complinmits  to  hbi^ 
I  reoMlDt  jroiif  ladysbip^s  motit  obedient  humble  servsnt, 

B.  PAItNLET. 


Bo  jou  not  tbink  that  Horatia  woiild  be  using  yoilr 
ladyship  and  her  other  friends  very  ill,  if  «bfc  were  to 
g»v«r  Ijmcd  Dewapdrtf  or  any  other  maH  who  may  pay  his 
addresses,  to  btr»  a  refus^i  without  idbrmitig  tfaem^  and 
taking  their  advice  ?  If  that  is  your  ladyship's  Q|>imoa ,  I 
dare  srf  yon  will  think  it  ri^ht  to  express  it  in  your  letter 
to-lier« 


LETTER  LIX. 

Lady  Diana  Fbankl;n  to  M^s.  Daeklsy. 

MY  nEAJL  M4DAIC, 

As  the  person  you  menti(5n  has  not  hitherto  made  any 
proposal  to  our  yotrrtg  friend,  it  would  be  iiii proper  for 
me  to  write  or  speak  to  her  on  the  subiect.  Indeed,  I 
should  take  no  notice  of  it  to  her,  though  1  were  hereafter 
to  be  informed  that  be  had  actually  made  proposals,  un- 
less she  herself  asked  my  opinion  or  advice.  From  what 
I  know  of  the  character  and  disposition  of  your  niece,  I 
am  persuaded  that  she  will  not  give  her  hdnd  to  any  man, 
without  informing  Mr,  Darnley  and  you,  and  endeavour- 
ing to  obtain  your  approbation.  This,  I  think,  ought  to 
satisfy  all  her  relations  and  friends;  especially  as  she 
reaHy  never  has  given  any  proof  of  caprice,  qr  want  of 
discernment,  in  her  likings  oi^  dislikings.  ^s  for  the  gen« 
tleman  to  whom  you  allude,  whom  she  refused  to  marry 
when  she  was  only  seventeen,  the  debasing  tastes  which 
he  has  since  displayed,  and  the  wretched  figure  he 
makes  in  life,  should  prevent  either  herself  or  her  friends 
from  regretting  her  rejection  of  him.  Assuredly,  my  dear 
madamt,  you  have  not  been  informed  of  his  present  style 
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ef  life:  and  you  have  too  much  penetmtkm  iM  to  have 
<«>bserved  timt  the  most  affluent  fortune  would  be  no  com- 
pensatton  to  a  woman  of  Horatia^s  turn  of  mind,  for  hav- 
ing a  ridiculous,  an  ignorant,  or  even  a  well-meaning 
weak  man,  to  her  husband.  She  never  will  marry,  I  am 
fully  persuaded,  until  she  is  asked  by  a  man  whom  she 
highly  esteems,  independent  of  his  fortnne,  his  rank,  and 
his  disposition.  She  most  have  a  man  of  understanding 
for  her  husband. 

You  hint  that  I  have  reason  to  complain  of  Lady  Dtaa- 
port^s  sentiments  of  me.  While  die  refrains  from  iiijurioos 
Actions  I  shall  remain  indifferent  t^ut  her  sentiments. 

If  ever  Horatia  should  consult  me  on  the  subject  of 
your  letter,  you  may  rest  satisfied  that  my  adtice  shall  be 
given  without  any  consideration  of  that  lady^s  prejudice 
against  me. 

Mrs.  Denham  is  better,  but  not  so  well  as  to  allow  me 
to  think  of  leaving  her.  She  has  supported  a  severe  and 
tedious  illness  with  resignation  and  fortitude ;  and  has 
given  proofs  of  a  most  amiable,*— and,  what  is  more,  of  a 
Christian  disposition.  She  will  have  reason  to  ^ay,  <  it 
is  good  for  me  that  I  have  been  afflicted/ 

I  remain,  my  dear  madam,  with  respectful  oompUmepta 
to  Mr.  Darnley,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant 

In  answer  to  the  question  in  your  postscript,  I  think  np 
young  woman  ought  to  give  her  consent  to  a  proposal  of 
marriage  without  consulting  her  friends.  But,  if  she  is 
determined  to  refuse  the  proposal,  she  acts  with  delicacy 
to  the  man  in  concealing  it ;  because  no  mi^n  Iikc^«  to  have 
it  known  that  he  has  been  rejected.  She  also  acts  with 
delicacy  to  her  own  relations ;  because,  though  they  should 
think  her  objections  frivolous^  she  might  feel  them  to  be 
insurmoi;ntable. 
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LETTER  LX. 
James  GmiiDiLL,  Esq.  to  the  Countess  ofDEANPORX. 

SoiUh  Wak$.    . 

1  KKTBA  wjurmly  into  yoar  ladyship's  resentment  agaiadt 
Miss  Clifford 

Your  having  appeared  in^  good-humour  the  morning 
after  the  scene  at  the  assemUy  was  necessary  for  retain-* 
i<>S  your  influence  with  Lord  Deanport,  and  for  giving 
w^ght  to  the  inqendos  you  tiirew  out.  Had  you  seemed 
displeased,  or  permitted  any  upbraiding  expression  to  fall 
from  you,  oo  account  of  bis  attachment  to  Miss  ClifTordy 
the  effect  would  have  been  to  have  made  him  pay  his 
court  to  her  more  assiduously  than  ever.  Your  ladyship 
must  have  observed  that  nothing  is  so  apt  to  make  some 
people"  adhere  to  whatever  whim  they  take  into  their  head 
than  oppoai^  it.  Argument,  however  strong,  instead  of 
convincing,  irritates :  and,  even  when  convinced  that  the 
measure  they  are  inclined  to  is  pernicious,  the  pleasure  of 
crossing  the  disapprovers,  though  they  may  be  their  best 
friends,  overcomes,  in  the  minds  of  people  of  this  charac* 
ter,  every  consideration  of  decorum,  or  even  of  interest. 
But  why  do  I  mention  this  to  your  ladyship,  who  under* 
stands  character  so  well ;  and  who,  I  am  sure,  will  never 
be  so  much  off  your  guard  as,  from  heat  or  want  of  tem- 
per, to  provoke  a  person  it  is  so  much  your  interest  to 
manage  ?  The  motive  to  which  you  imputed  all  his  at^ 
tentions,  and  the  hints  that  they  would  be  successful,  flat* 
tered  his  vanity  without  showing  disapprobation  of  his 
taste,  and  will,  probably,  stimulate  him  to  what  he  might 
not  otherwise  have  bad  hardihood  sufficient  to  undertake. 
Notwithstanding  the  cautions  in  my  last  against  any 
rough  attack  on  the  lady's  diaracter,  the  ingenious  man- 
ner in  which  you  conducted  it,  I  imagine,  will  answer  one 
or  the  other  of  the  purposes  you  proposed.  I  also  ap- 
prove of  your  abstaining,  on  that  occasion,  from  all  praises 
of  the  lady's  wit  or  understanding,  because  they  might 
have  given  him  a  suspicion  of  your  having  a  personal  mai^ 
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lignity  against  tbe  girl,  and  of  having  some  private  view 
in  making  her  peculiarly  odious  to  bim*  Panegyrics  of 
that  insidious  natiure  may  h^  fouu4e:ii^pedient  qr  some  fu* 
ture  occasion  however ;  and,  I  am  convinced,  will  not  fail 
of  the  intended  effect.  The  discernment  with  which  you 
Jiave  perceived,  and  the  sagacity  with  which  you  intend 
to  repair  the  small  mistake  you  committed  in  showing  re^ 
sentment  against  Miss  pii^d,  ia  sio^t  adadlrabfe.  I 
Jiave  not  the  least  doubt  that  you^r  former  behaviour  haa 
piqued  the  damsel^  and  (hat  she  has  given  horself  tbe  aira 
you  mention,  merely  to  vex  you,  and  in  revenge  lor  youf 
peferring  Miss  Moyston«  Whether  the  late  ehange  iq 
Miss  Cliffor^-s  behaviour  to  your  son  proceeds  from  hec 
being  more  struck  than  fpraierly  with  his  lordsbip'^s  i^k 
pearance,  or  from  reseptment  or  caprice,  it  is  laudable  ii| 
your  ladyship  to  render  tbe  circumatanee  subservient  to 
your  own  view^,  which  are  those  of  a  prudent  motfaeri 
linxious  for  the  permanent  happiness  of  her  son. 

Miss  Moystpn  and  Miss  Clifford  are  as  different  in 
fJiaracter  as  in  appeari^nce ;  yet  the  difference  in  one  ma^: 
terial  part  of  their  character,  very  pvobably,  has  depeiM}^ 
ed,  in  a  great  measure,  on  the  difference  in  tb^  app«ar^ 
ance.  A  large  proportion  of  prudes  axe  to  be  feund  among 
women  decidedly  ugly;  whereas,  in  general,  the  bandsomei 
or,  which  forms  a  greater  number,  those  who  think  them'* 
sdlves  so,  have  a  tendef^cy  to  coquetry.  We  might  expect 
It  would  be  so,  even  though  we  t^ad  not  observed  that  tbei 
truth  of  the  remark  is  confirined  by  experience.  The 
consciousness  of  beauty  naturally  insj^res  gaiety,  and  a 
desire  of  exciting  admiration  by  a  display  of  personal 
f;harms.  T}ie  consciousness  of  ^  total  want  p.f  personal 
f^harms  is  apt  to  inspire  discontent,  ettvy,  and  censi^ious-, 
iiess.  Erom  this  may  have  sprung  that  moroseiiess  and 
prudery  which  is  reu  a^rked  in  Mias  Moyston  ;  as  well  as. 
the  gaiety,  versatility,'  and  occasional  coquetry,  of  Miss, 
Cliffcvd's  behaviour.  But,  though  different  in  those  re* 
spects,  each  of  those  ladies  is  possessed  of  attractions  for 
ft  young  liobleman  like  Lord  Oeanport*  What  alone  is 
dfsirabl^  in  the  onej>  unouest^ablyi  lah^r  fbrt^ne^  v^JfM 
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mnnotlie  obtained  otherwise  than  by  marnage;  but  what 
attracts  lun  in  the  other  may  be  enjoyed  without  thatde* 
gfadiog  ceremony.  I  wish  hioi  success  in  both.  But  if 
he  is  to  fail  in  one  of  his  objects,  it  had  better  be  in  that 
to  wbieb  he  is  prompted  by  a  transient  inclination,  than 
lA  the  other,  which  is  founded  in  a  passion  for  money ;  a 
passion  of  which  bis  lordship  has  already  given,  indk^ 
tions,  and  which  generally  strengthens  with  age. 

Yoinr  ladydiip^  with  adnurable  peneln^tion  into  the  se^ 
cret  sources  of  human  conduct,  ei^presses  a  fear  that  th^ 
pride  you  observe  in  Miss  CiifibrdV  character  will  prove 
a  defence  agmitst  his  lordship^s  attempts ;  but  vrlisA  I 
inagiae  wiil  contribute  to  the  same  effect,  is  that  species 
of  pride  which  belongs  to  his  own  character,  which  is  too 
visible  ID  his  manner,  and  hurts  the  self*loTe  of  others^ 
There  is  a  certain  loftiness  in  his  address^  evea  to  wo* 
men,  which  gives  the  impression  that  he  is  prepossesse4 
wiA  the  notion  that  his  notice  does  tliem  honoqr.  There 
is  reason-  to  dread  that  this  will  be  a  bar  to  his  success^ 
vn\h  Misa  OiSbrd,  who,  with  less  stateltness,  has  the  pre- 
sumption, I  sospect,  of  being  as  proud  as  his  lordship. 
It  may,  however,  have  the  effect  which  your  ladyship  aU 
80  Cooresees^  of  making  her  repulse  him  with  an  arrogance 
which  will  convert  his  love  into  hatred*  There  is  no 
knowing  how  it  may  affect  her^  No  experience  of  your 
charaiing  sex,  my  dear  Lady  Deanport,  can  enable  one 
to  decide  how  any  individual  woman  will  act,  on  particun 
lar  emergencies ;  as  no  experienee  of  ours  can  make  i% 
ceruun  how  any  individual  man,  who  {s  under  the  influ- 
ence of  love,  will  be  affected  by  the  scorn  or  caprice  of 
the  woman  he  loves. 

Your  ladyship  justly  remarks,  that  any  woman  may  be 
^ught  napping;  but  it  is  also  true,  that  some  womeh 
have  a  greater  disposition  to  be  drowsy  than  others :  and 
those  who  are  endowed  with  that  pride,  which  you  sus* 
pect  to  belong  to  the  character  of  Mitfs  Clifford,  are  the 
most  wakeful. 

I  own  I  do  not  much  dread  a  danger,  which  you  seem 
|c|  a^vdiend  ipight  t^ei  the  conseouen^e  of  his  victory  |j 
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tNn&ely,  that,  after  being  his  mistressi  she  might  persuaiie  . 
him  io  make  her  his  wife^  and  retain  an  ascendancy  ov«r 
him  that  would  annihilate  all  your  ladydiip's  influence* 
I  beg  leave  to  remind  you  of  what  you  have  (rfien  con* 
plained,  in  your  son**s  disposition,  that,  tiiough  eager  to 
obtain  whatever  strikes. his  fancy,  and  miserable  if  he 
misses  it,  yet,  when  obtained,  and  in  his  possession,  itdi« 
rectly  begins  to  lose  its  charms,  and  soon  beecmies  insipid. 
You  may  rest  assured  that  this  versatility  is  never  more 
sudden  than  in  the  connection  of  men  of  that  disposition 
with  women.  Favours  are. said  to  be  the  food  of  love; 
yet,  in  my  opinion,  it  6ften  dies  of  that  aliment  But  I 
imagine  that,  on  this  occasion,  your  ladyship  confounds 
the  conduct  of  such  men  in  their  youth  with  what  is  often 
their  fate  in  the  decline  of  Hfe.  If  at  that  period  they 
chance  to  be  bachelors,  they  are  apt  to  be  the  slaves  of 
mercenary  mistresses,  who  rule  them  with  a  rod  of  iron. 
In  youth  they  are  ever  in  search  of  variety ;  in  age  they 
are  governed  by  haUt.— -I  confess,  that  if  Lord  Deanport 
was  verging  towards  old  age,  or  if  his  constitution  was  so 
broken  by  excesses,  that  he  bad  anticipated  its  imbecili- 
ties, I  should  have  the  same  apprehensions  with  your  la- 
dyship ;  and  think  it  probable  that  any  woman  who  could 
accommodate  herself  to  his  caprices,  and  bear  occasional 
fits  of  ill-usage,  would  have  the  management  of  him,  «id 
finally  prevail  on  him  to  marry  her :  but  from  a  woman 
of  Miss  Cliffiird^s  character  nothing  of  that  kind  is  to  be 
dreaded,  either  in  his  present  state  of  health,  or  in  that 
above  supposed ;  because,  in  the  first  case,  she  would 
soon  lose  all  hold  of  him  from  his  natural  fickleness,  and, 
in  the  second,  she  would  not  bear  to  live  with  him,  ev&k 
were  he  to  offer  her  marriage.  • 
r  You  will  observe,  that  my  best  hopes  are  founded  on 
this  damsePs  giving  herself  such  airs  as  will  wound  his 
lordship^s  vanity,  and  occasion,  at  least,  a  temporary 
breach  between  them,  which  your  ladyship  may  then  ren- 
der irreparable. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you,  that  appearances  in 
this  quarter  of  the  world  are  more  favourable  than  ever; 
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,  moA  I  8B1  in  full  hope  that  this  tedUous  business  is  Tery 
near  a  eonsluston ;  after  which,  you  may  depend  on  nij 
;sbridging  all  ceremonies  here,  that  I  may  have  the  bappt 
ness  of  waiting  on  your  ladyship  as  soon  as  posiibie.  I 
jrematn,  your  fiithftil  and  obedaeBft  servant, 

J.  GRIKDILL* 

p.  8.  I  shall  write  to  Townly  by  this  very  post,  in 
the  style  your  ladyship  wishes :— it  may  be  of  service.  He 
is  wonderfully  flattered  by  being  thought  an  adept  in  the 
eeienoe  of  gallantry.  He  will  boast  to  my  lord  of  his  own 
aoecesses;  and  periiaps  stimulate  him  to  an  attempt, 
which,  whatever  way  it  ends,  must  be  favourable  to  your 

JViOWS. 


LETTER  LXL 
James  Gjundill,  E$q.  to  Bobeet  Townlt»  Enq^ 

^ou,  my  dear  Townly,  have,  through  life»  sacrificed 
svhat  is  called  businf^ss,  and  every  other  object,  tp  the 
pursuit  of  pleasure ;  and  no  man  alive  is  supposed  to  have 
bee^  more  successful  in  the  chaee.— However  ambitious  I 
may  have  been  to  imitate  you,  I  am,  at  present,  as  you 
may  have  learned  from  Lord  Deanport,  reduced  to  the 
necessity  of  sacrificing  the  pleasure  of  being  with  those  I 
lovjB  in  town  to  the  punful  occupation  of  attf  nding  a  dy« 
ing  relation  in  Wales. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  my  penance  draws  near  a  close. 
Jn  the  meantime,  I  am  going  to  write  to  you  confident 
tially  on  a  subject,  i»  which,  from  your  friendship  to  the 
learl  of  Deanport,  I  am  persuaded,  you  will  feel  yourself 
as  much  interested  as  I  am* 

The  relations  of  that  young  nobleman,  as  I  am  inform* 
ed,  are  extremely  uneasy  on  account  of  his  attachment  to 
a  Miss  Clifford  of  Nordiumberland.  How,  indeed,  can 
^ey  be  otherwise,  considering  the  number  of  young  men 
p{  rank  and  fortune  who  have  thrown  themselves  away  of 
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late  on  girls  who  have  neither ;  in  some  instanoes«  not 
even  beauty ;  or,  at  least,  not  more  than  may  be  purchase 
ed  for  a  few  guineas*  The  girl,  I  understand,  is  artful, 
and  is  using  every  means  in  her  power  to  draw  bis  knrd- 
ship  into  a  marriage  $— HKithtng  ean  be  more  equitable^ 
therefore,  than  to  make  her  the  dupe  of  her  own  artifices. 
AxiA  who  is  so  able  to  instruct-him  how  to  elude  the  snares 
laid  for  hiro,  or  to  entrap  the  ensnarer^  as  yourself  ?  Who 
can  boast  more  knowledge  of  the  world  ?  Who  has  ap-« 
piled  his  talents  more  successfully  to  that  half  of  it  wbiefc 
it  is  most  {feasant  to  study,  and  most  difBcolt  to  under« 
stand  ?  Though  I  conld  not  help  ]:mrtaking  of  the  mh« 
easiness  which  the  youi^  lord^'s  relations  feel  ob  the  pre^ 
sent  occasion,  yet,  on  my  part,  i%  has  been  a  good  deal 
alleviated,  since  I  was  informed  that  you  were  so  much 
with  his  lordship  of  late.  I  have  no  doubt  of  your  having 
sufficient  influence  to  prevail  on  him  either  to  renounce 
his  present  pursuit  altogether,  or  to  attempt  bringing  it  to 
Hn  issue  on  easier  terms  than  those  designing  persons  who. 
have  drawn  him  into  it  expect. 

I  hope  soon  to  hear  of  the  good  effects  of  your  sage  ad* 
vice ;  and  remain,  my  dear  sir,  yoqr  sincere  friend  an4 
i^rvant,  ^ 


LETTEH  LXII. 

Miss  Ho£at](a  Clifford  to  M&3.  Somuers. 


I  HAVE  many  thanks  to  return  you,  my  dewest  Juliet,, 
for  the  trouble  you  took  in  gratifying  my  idle  curiosity  to. 
know  the  particulars  of  Mr.  Mordount'sadvewtwe.  What« 
ever  regards  so  intimate  a  friend  of  your  hudsNind  mustf 
interest  me  in  some  degree ;  but  if  I  bad  foreseen  that  my 
request  would  have  subjected  you  to  the  t«sk  of  copying 
so  long  a  narrative,  I,,  perhaps,,  should  not  tiave  made  it, 
though  the  dreudiatances  are  in  themselves  interestingi, 
WM  a  shoeking  creature,  with  ail  her  be^i^ty,  must  thai 
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Italian  womaa  be !  What  an  ^orrid  ideas  to  endeavour 
to  terrify  a  man  into  mwriage  I  But  it  appears  that  Mr. 
Mordauqt  h  not  a  man  to  be  terrified^ — Dda't  you  think 
them  is  something  very  striking  in  that  gentleman^s  cha-, 
racter  ? 

With  regard  to  Mrs.  Demure,  similar  reflections  with 
those  you  suggest,  on  what  she  said  of  Lady  Deanport, 
occurred  to  myself;  and  theref<H-e  I  would  have  laid  little 
stress  on  her  testimony  if  it  had  not  been  confirmed  by 
that  of  othersi  of  whose  candour  I  had  a  better  opinion. 

I  strongly  suspect  that  she  is  fond  of  detraction,  and 
that  there  is  little  reality  in  the  sensibility  which  she  is  so 
Ibnd  of  professing. 

I  believe  I  formerly  informed  you^  that  I  had  remarked 
that  she  was  apt  to  betray  ill-humour  as  often  as  Mr^ 
MordaunCs  name  was  mentioned.-^I  don^t  know  what 
tempted  me,  this  very  morning,  to  ask  her  if  she  was 
much  acquainted  with  tliat  gentleman.  She  replied^  with 
peculiar  acrimony  of  voice  and  countenance,  *  tha(  she 
would  be  sorry  to  be  much  acquainted  with  a  such  profli-^ 
gate.^ 

Though  I  had  some  inclination  to  know  on  what  her 
opinion  was  founded,  I  was  discouraged  by  her  manner 
4;»f  receiving  the  first  from  putting  another  question.  Be- 
sides,  I  was  convinced  that,  if  the  gentleman  deserved  th^ 
character  she  gave  him,  he  would  not  have  be^n  the  chos^ 
«n  friend  of  Colonel  Sommers. 

.  My  aunt,  however,  is  delighted  with  the  refined  and 
noble  sentiments  of  which  Mrs.  Demure  makes  a  fre* 
quent  display"-— though  she  eould  not  help  being  some^ 
t^bat  shocked  at  what  occurred  yesterday.  Mrs.  Demure 
happening  to  call  as  my  aunt  and  I  were  stepping  into 
the  coach  to  go  to  Kensington-gardens,  she  went  with  us. 
After  walking  for  some  time,  we  went  into  one  of  those 
covered  seats,  or  baxes^  near  the  palace.  My  aunt  spok^ 
with  high  esteem  of  a  nobleman  lately  deceased.  She  e- 
numerated  many  of  his  good  qualities.— 

*  What  I  admired  above  all,  in  your  friend,'  said  Mr& 
t)eiiiiire,  with  a  very  theatrical  air, '  was,  tliat 
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*  tf •  htd  a  tear  far  pity,  and  a  hunt 
Open  aa  dajr  f«r  melting  etetltjr.^ 

She  had  no  sooner  pronounced  this,  than  a  pale  ^o^ 
dated  man,  who  had^  perhaps,  heard  her,  presented  film* 
self  at  the  open  side  of  the  box,  and  implored  her  cha-' 
rity. 

'  What  made  her  lose  her  temper  I  cannot  imagine ;  for 
nothing  in  the  poor  man^s  appearance  and  manner  was 
calculated  to  excite  any  sentiment  but  that  of  compassion. 
Mrs.  Demure,  hofrever,  turned  on  him  with  anger,  called 
him  an  idle  intruding  vagabond,  and  added,  *  that  the 
thanked  God  she  knew  how  to  bestow  her  money  better 
than  on  lazy  fellows  like  him  !^ — The  man  bowed  with  a 
look  of  resignation,  and,  without  making  any  other  reply, 
withdrew. 

Mrs.  Demure  then  resumed  her  eologium  on  the  de* 
ceased  nobleman,  which  she  concluded  by  saying,  with  a 
plaintive  tone  of  voice,  <  she  was  much  afraid  that  few 
men  alive  could  be  compared  to  him  for  genuine  benevo* 
lence  of  heart.* 

My  aunt  stepped  for  a  minute  out  of  the  box.— I  a& 
terwards  discovered  that  it  was  to  send  her  footman  with 
a  guinea  to  the  poor  man. 

I  wished  to  have  had  some  discourse  this  morning  with 
my  aunt  on  Mrs.  Demure^s  conduct  on  that  occaskm? 
she  only  said,  '  she  was  persuaded  that  her  friend  had 
mistaken  the  poor  man^s  character  f  and  then  changed  tblr 
subject,  ^ich  is  her  constant  practice,  when  she  has  no- 
thing advantageous  to  say  of  the  person  spoken  cf, 

I  wish>  however,  my  aunt  may  not  be  more  mistakett 
in  Mrs.  Demure^s  character  than  that  lady  was  in  thtf 
man's.— What  could  be  a  surer  indication  of  character  tbaa 
what  I  have  just  related  i^— At  the  very  instant,  when  sb«^ 
seemed  enraptured  with  sentiments  of  benevolence,  an 
occasion  presents  itself  for  putting  them  in  praetice :  ahe 
not  only  shrinks  from  it,  but  is  enraged  at  the  miserable 
object  who  furnished  her  with  the  opportunity  she  appear* 
ed  to  be  so  desirous  of. 

For  the  sake  of  some  people  of  my  acquaintance,  I 
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dhofAia  be'ioi^  to  think  that  all  whom  I  have  qbierved  to 
be  fotkd  of  expressing  heroic  and  disintereeted  sentiim^iita 
are  deficient  in  th^  practice  of  benevolence ;  but  I  acknow^ 
ledge  that  I  am  a  little  suspidkHis  of  those  who  are  profuse 
of  such  deelarationcr. 

The  fears  you  express  in  your  last,  lest  my  openly  brav* 
log  the  countess  of  Deanport  should  expose  me  to  her 
Tengeance,  are  worthy  of  your  friendship,  and  of  a  piece 
with  that  forgiviag  mildness  of  disposition  which  I  Imvo 
long  admired  in  you,  my  sweet  frieiid,  without  always 
being  able  to  imitate  it    In  the  present  instance,  however, 

I  have fdlowed  your  counsel.— -—I  have No;  let  me 

aot  try  to  deceive  you  in  the  most  trifling  particular^et 
me  not  hang  oi&t  false  colours  to  my  friend— let  her  regard 
me  just  as  I  am.  If  I  thought  any  part  of  your  affection 
was  derived  firom  your  believing  me  to  be  possessed  of 
qudities  I  have  aot,  it  would  abite  in  some  degree  the 
pleasure  I  have  in  reflecting  on  your  friendship,  I 
should  say.  It  is  not  me  that  Juliet  loves  and  esteems,  it  is 
a  better  woman.  In  asserting  a  truth,  I  was  on  the  poin^ 
pf  leading  you  to  believe  a  falsehood :  it  is  true  that  I  have 
done  exaally  what  you  advised ;  but  it  was  not  in  compli* 
anee  with  your  advice,  as  I  was  leading  you  to  believe,  for 
I  had  begun  to  do  so  for  other  reasons,  befcHre  I  received 
your  letter. 

I  acoompaoied  my  aunt,  a  few  nights  since,  to  the  am* 
baasadress^s.  Lady  Deanport  was  there.  You  will  na*  • 
turally  believe,  that  all  I  wished  was,  that  she  might  take 
no  notice  of  me.  You  cannot  conceive  my  surprise,  wben^ 
after  addressing  Mrs.  Darnley  in  the  usual  terms  of  polite- 
ness, she  spoke  to  me  in  the  most  obliging  manner.  I 
answered  her  at  first  a  little  drily ;  but  she  continued  with 
such  an  easy  air,  and  in  so  affable  a  style,  that  it  was  im-^ 
possible  for  me  to  preserve  the  coldness  I  had  assumed. 
You  know,  my  dear,  that  however  strong  my  resentment 
may  be,  it  never  could  resist  the  first  symptoms  of  repent- 
ance in  the  person  who  had  raised  it.  The  countess  spoke 
in  so  conciliating  a  tone,  that  I  really  thought  she  was 
sensible  she  bad  Shaved  to  me  improperly,  and  was  so- 
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Ikitctt^  diMt  t  «bouM  ftirg^  it.  She  inq^tfed  wfito  t  IumI 
heard  from  my  iriernl  Lady  tliMitt,  This  wai  neat  rekiiid*^ 
Kng  my  resentment  It  brought  what  Mrs.  Demure  had 
told  me  bdek  to  my  reeolleetion  ;  btft,  bef<ir6  I  had  time 
to  give  any  answer,  she  added  so  many  oMtgiog  e?cpre$«» 
inoii!»  concerning  Lady  Diana^  that  I  begah  to  think  Mrs; 
Deroitre^a  representations  mast  have  iieen  founded  on 
mistake :  my  coldness  dissolved,  and  i  Diet  U»  ladyiMp^dr 
advances^  not  only  Ivith  it  conciliating  coulrtenance,  but 
%ith  real  good-wilL  My  lord  joined  us  while  we  were 
Cimversing  in  this  cordial  manner.  He  seeihoed  delighted 
tb  find  his  mother  and  me  ori  sttch  terms*  My  behavioui* 
to  him  was  more  frank  than  it  had  ever  been ;  more  so  even 
than  his  to  me  ;  for  when  he  atteftnpts  to  be  frank  he  lias 
the  air  of  condescending :  besidetf^  it  is  difBcult  to  keep  up 
k  conversation  with  him^  beeiause  what  oue  is  to^say  de^ 
pends  upon  what  was  last  said ;  but  he  is  esteeedingly  apt 
to  give  a  simper  for  an  answer ;  and  then^  if  one  has  noi 
ihe  talent  of  Lady  Voluble,  whose  discourse  admits  no 
commas,  colons,*  nor  stops  of  any  kind,  one  must  of  course 
be  a  little  at  a  loss ;  for  far  am  I  from  b^ng  able  to  in- 
terpret the  fneaning  of  all  Iiis  simpers  or  ilmiles,  if  you 
J^lease,  that  I  sometimes  cannot  decide  whether  the  most 
expressive  of  them  mean  yes  or  no. 

With  regard  to  yoifr  advice,  «  that  I  should  give  hin< 
an!  unequivocal  answer,'  you  may  depend  upon  it  be  shall 
have  it ;  but  he  must  first  put  the  question,  which  he  has 
never  yet  done ;  and  which,  now  that  my  resentment  a- 
gainst  Lady  Deanport  is  dissipated,  I  sincerely  hope  ht 
never  intends  to  do. 

I  am  better  pleased  to  be  on  a  good  footing  than  a  bad 
with  Lady  Deanport :  and  I  feel  some  sense  of  obligation 
to  her  son  for  the  civilities  he  shows  to  me :  but  I  do  not 
trisb  to  be  connected  with  either  by  any  other  link  thati 
that  of  general  acquaintance.  What  gives  me  uneasiness^ 
and  really  mortifies  me  a  good  deal,  is  to.  perceive  that 
my  aunt  Darnley  is  mightily  elated  by  the  attentions  of 
this  noble  peer.  My  aunt,  you  know,  is  one  of  the  most 
benevolent  of  women  ;  she  loves  <ne  witft  the  affecticm  of 
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ft  moiher :  her  partiality  to  me  eonvinoes  ber  that  I  would 
make  a  good  figure  as  a  peeress ;  my  partiality  to  my« 
self,  you  may  suppose,  inclines  me  to  the  same  opinion* 
She  flordently  wishes  that  I  may  marry  a  peer.  Perhaps 
I  wish  the  same,  though  not  so  ardently.  She  would  pe- 
fer-  a  duke,  l^ut  would  be  for  my  accepting  of  an  earl,  if  he 
should  make  the  c^er  at  presenty-^becausedelays  are  dan- 
gerous. Unfortunately,  not  so  much  as  a  baron  has,  as 
yet,  had  that  complaisance ;  and  the  noble  earl,  on  whom 
her  hopes  are  now  fixed,  is  not  to  my  taste.  In  case  he 
really  has  the  intention,  which  I  evidently  see  she  sup- 
poses, I  should  dread  some  disagreeable  scene  between 
my  aunt  and  me  on  that  account,  were  it  not  for  my  uncle^ 
who,  with  equal  benevolence,  is  of  a  difierent  character, 
and,  I  am  certatn,  would  aj^rove  of  my  preferring  a  com- 
moner, with  a  moderate  fortune,  to  a  peer  with  the  niiost 
opulent,  provided  I  esteemed  the  former  most.  I  do  not 
know  that  you  are  thoroughly  acquainted  with  Mr.  Dam- 
ley,  my  dear.  He  is  a  man  that — But  I  am  interrupted. 
In  my  next  I  shall  give  yoAi  a  petty  distinct  notion  of 
what  sort  of  a  man  my  uncle  is.    Farewell ! 

H.  CLIFPO&O* 


LESTER  LXIIL 
Miss  Horatia  Clifford  to  Mas.  Sommers. 

Londom 
\V  HEN  I  was  interrupted,  I  was  going  to  tell  you,  my 
dear  Juliet,  that  Mr.  Darnley  is  a  man  whom  few  things 
can  much  elate  or  depress-— whose  blood  andjiidgment  are 
well  co-mingUd :  he  has  taken  FoHune*a  buffets  and  rewards 
with  equal  thanks.  He  seems  to  have  been  formed  by  Na- 
ture for  a  Stoic  philosopher.  No  consideration  will  make 
him  deviate  from  what  he  thinks  the  line  of  integrity.  In 
other  matters  he  is  yielding  to  the  humours  of  others,  par- 
ticularly to  those  of  my  aunt. 
At  her  solicitation,  he  lives  eight  months  every  year  in 
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towiif  ind  onty'four  mt  his  estnte  Ui  Oxfoffdnbire.  fie 
saM  nothiiig  epuld  be  mot^  reiEi89iuibk  {  biecauae,  iboUgh 
Jiifi  library  was  in  his  country*hou9e^  yet  he  tovld  hiltc 
the  1186:  of  any  book  he  pleased  while  he  was  iut  CondoCi : 
wberfeas,  his  wife  aould  not  have  teseiilbliei^  aad  of^va^t 
and  plays,  whieh  were  to  her  whilt  books  were  to  faita, 
in  the  same  pterfeteticm  in  the  country  ga  in  Loddoil.  He 
hadi  ot-^ginaUly^^  a  very  good  estate;  whtoh  he" has  not  dt-<' 
mkiishedy  nor  ever  had  a  wish  to  augtoent* 

He  was  forty  years  -of  age  when  he  married  my  aunl^ 
who  was  about  ten  years  younger.  He  onee  toM  me— :•' 
^  That  be  bad  been>  in  some  degree^'  attracted  by  her 
beau^iy^  more  by  her  cheerful  and  accomraodiuting  temper^- 
and  mosi  of  all  by  bis  friendship  for  my  fathei^  and  mo- 
then  I  was  more  ambitious  to  be  connected  with  th^m/ 
jHlded  he^  <  than  with  axiy  duke  or  duchess  in  England,  t 
certainly  love  you  for  your  own  sake^  my  dear  HorAtia  p^ 
buty  I  believe,  iu'  my  conscience,  still  more  for  theirs^ 
You  will  be  a  good  woman,  indeed,  my  dear,  if  ydu 
should  ever  be  thought  equal  to  your  mdtber/ 

Though  he  uttered  this  with  fervour,  his  eyes  were' 
dryi  that  was  not  the  case  with  mine: — *  I  did  not  mean,* 
resumed'  he,  ^  to  distress  you,,  but  to  give  you  pleasure. 
Is  it  not  an  honour,  and-  ought  it  not  to  afford  you  plea- 
sure, to  be  the  o£&pring  of  two  of^the  worthiest  people  in 
England  ?  We  see  people  proud  of  tlieir  birth  and  titles,^ 
even  when  those  titles  were  obtained  without  merit ;  but 
you^  my  dear,  have  a  liegitimate  claim  to  the  pride  ofHtth. 
'You  must,  however,,  always*  keep  in  your  mind^  that- if 
the  daughter  of  such  a  father  and  mother  as  you  can  boast 
has  only  an  ordinary  share  of  merit,  she  will  be  thought  t& 
have  degenerated.* 

I  cannot  describe  how  I  was  affected  by  thir  discourse' 
of  Mr.  Darnley..  In  spite  of  the  sadness  which  the  reooV 
lection  of  the  loss  of  my  parents  always  occasions,  to  hear 
ttiem  praised  was  delightful,-^it  was  Me  joy  of  gritf^^ 
pleasant  like  the  shower  ofaprir^^  when  ifsofient  the  brranch^ 
€9^  of  the  oakf.  and  theywmg  leaf  lifts  its  green  head^ 
*OiiisA. 
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i  nili  candtdt  tbk  rambltDg  letttf  lirith  ite  inedotd  ait 
taofe  dharacteiiBtio  of  both  my  uAcle  and  suat  Sfa^i  yoMt 
knowi  myctcar^  is  of  a  very  faoipitabl^  dbpottttoti ;  die 
iores  togiva  fitqpienteliteriaifttneBUf  and  is  peculiarly 
gratified  by  hating  peopla  of  rank  at  her  table*  But# 
though  the  annually  exhausts  the  mHa  which  be,  with 
more  regard  to  her  tast^  than  hid  own,  most  liberally  ali^ 
lows  for  faouseliold  expeftses,  yet  she  endeavours  not  tG^ 
exceed  it.  A  person  who  possessed  a  considerable  annui«> 
ty  from  my  uncle  died  lately.  My  aunt,  willing  to  add  a 
little  more  splendour  to  their  present  ^(stablishmenty  before^ 
she  would  make  the  proposal,  observed  to  my  uncle^  on^ 
day  at  breakfast,  that  this  annuity  made  such  an  aug.' 
tnantatioa  of  thehr  income,  as  would  enable  him^  without 
inconveniency,  to  increase  their  expenses,  unless  he  chosef 
father  to  lay  it  up. 

<  I  have  no  intention  to  lay  it  up,  my  dear,^  said  he. 

<  Indeed,^  replied  she^  *  I  should  think  it  hardly  worth 
#hile.* 

<  I  am  gldd  you  are  of  my  ojHuion,  my  dear ;  and 
ahall  now  inform  you,  that  I  have  destined  one-half  oi' 
that  annuity  to  the  maintenance  Md  education  of  thef 
orphan  children  of  our  late  curate  in  the  country,  and 
the  other  half  to  that  distant  relation  of  yours  who  was 
struck  with  the  palsy ;  unless,*"  continued  he,  *  you  havef 
thought  of  some  more  useful  way  of  epiploy ing  it/ 

A  very  deep  blush  spread  over  my  aunf  s  countenance : 
she  threw  her  eyes  on  the  ground ;  and,  after  a  pausei 
$he  said — *  Indeed^  my  dear,  I  can  think  of  no  way  of 
bestowing  it  that  is  half  so  good :  I  should  now  be  ex* 
iremely  sorry  to  see  it  employed  oUierwise.-  But,  alasj 
few  in  the  world  have  so  ntfuch  generous  reflection  and 
benevolence  as  you.^ 

*  That  remark  is  by  mil^h  too  set^ere  oO  the  worlds 
Iny  dear,'  said  my  uncle  $  <  but,  as  we  are  of  one  mind 
tespeaing  the  disposal  of  the  antiuity^  I  shall  go  and  give 
4irections  accordingly.^ 

.    You  s^  ny  dear  Juliet^  that  I  endeavour  to  re)piy 
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yoO)  ID  quafitity  at  least^  for  the  namtiye  yo»  sent  nie-^ 
I  suf^pose  yott  will  «oon  have  a  Tmt  frotn  the  hero  of  that 
tale.  The  marchionesses  friends  irt  Richmond  will. on  no 
account  part  with  her.  I  am  convinced  they  will  not  be 
able  to  keep  her  an  hoar^  however^  after  she  hears  of 
Lady  Diana^s  arriral  in  London,  Adieu!  my  dearer 
Juliet. 

H.  CLIFFOBB, 


LETTER  LXIV. 

The  Honourable  John  Moeuaunt  to  Colonel  Sommebs. 

i>£AJl  SOMKEBS,  ^  WhkSMin  ' 

J-BATEEs  and  I  set  out  from  London  for  Hampshire 
this  morning.  We  were  detained  here  by  some  busineal 
I  had  with  a  person  whom  I  found  waiting  for  me  at  the 
inn.  Travers  is  gone  to  bed.  As  I  do  not  find  myself 
so  disposed,  I  will  recount  a  little  incident  that  occurred 
on  the  road,  and  which  has  never  been  entirely  out  of  my 
thoughts  since.  For  aught  I  know  it  is  that,  and  that 
only,  which  keeps  off  all  disposition  to  sleep  :  my  account 
of  it  will  perhaps  have  a  contrary  effect  on  you. 
'  We  rode  on  horseback  the  two  first  posts ;  and,  as  the 
weather  was  fine,  sometimes  deviated  on  purpose  to  have 
a  more  commanding  view  of  the  country.— The  real  view 
of  fine  landscapes  is  as  pleasing  as  most  verbal  descriptions 
of  them  are  fatiguing. 

As  we  returned  to  the  road,  after  one  of  these  short  ex- 
cursions, we  observed  a  post-chaise,  with  a  woman,  some* 
thing  in  the  style  of  a  lady's  maid,  in  it,  befisre  the  door 
of  a  cottage.  Just  as  we  came  up,  a  lady  came  out  of 
the  cottage,  stepped  into  the  chaise,  the  door  of  which 
her  footman  shut,  mounted  bis  horse,  and  desired  the 
postillion  to  drive  on. 

'  I  had  two  views  of  this  lady's  face— one  as  she  went 
from  the  cottage<^o6r  to  the  chaise ;  the  other  after  sb^ 
%as  in  it,  when  she  put  her  head  a  moment  from  the  win- 
dow, looking  at  Travers  and  ine. 
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In  the  course  of  mj  life  I  never  beheld  so  charnring  a 
eountenanoe.  Nothing  could  equal  the  loveliness  of  her 
iGice,  except  the  elegance  and  symmetry  of  her  person. 
I  never  was  so  forcibly  struck  with  the  lightning  of  mere 
personal  beauty :  but  it  was  not  merely  personal^  for,  in 
ihe  two  short  views  I  had,!  could  perceive  that 

'  H«r  eyes  sbot  secte,  distiDCt.  and  clear 
'As  any  ii)uie*6  tongue  could  speak.'* 

''An  Phcebi  aororP  an  Nympharum  sanguinis  una?* 
said  Travers,  as  he  followed  the  chaise  with  his  eyes; 
then,  turning  to  a  young  fellow,  in  a  sailor^s  dress,  who 
stood  near  the  door  of  the  cottSige — *  1*11  give  you  a  shiU 
ling,  my  lad,^  said  he,  <  if  you^U  tell  me  who  the  lady  is 
who' went  last  into  the  chaise  ?^ 

<  I  would  give  half  a  crown  myself  to  know  who  she 
is,'  answered  the  sailor. 

<  I  honour  your  generosity  as. well  as  your  taste,  my 
honest  fellow,^,  cried  Travers ;  ^  and  you^Il  oblige  me  .by 
accepting  *  this  half-guinea,  to.  drink  the  woman'^s  health 
grou  admire  ^a  much,^  .. 

<  Thank,  your  hbnour,^  replied  the  sulor.  *  All  the 
information  I  can  give  you  concerning  the  lady  who  has 
Just  set  sail  is,  that  I  am  sure  she  is  an  English  woman.^ 

<  How  can  you  be  sure  even  of  that  ?**  said  Travers. 

.    *  Because  all  your  foreign  women,  were  they  ever  so 
handsome,.have  something  of  an  outlandish  look^  which 
ithis  lady  has. not,^':replied. the  sailor. 
•     <  You  have  seen. a  great  many  foreign  women,  per- 
haps,^ resumed  Travers. 

*  I  have^sttled  round  the  world,'  answered  he^ 
■*  You  must,  thcHf  have  had  great  oppprtunitiea««— ihul, 
,)>rmy,  where  did  you  see  the  handsomest.^ 

.'f  Why,  please  your  honour.,  taking  them  all  in  all,' 

rejoined  the  sailor,  *  I  do  not  know  but  the  handsomest 

>^omen  I  ever  saw,  that  ,is  to  sav^  out  of  England,  was 

•faring  a  voyage  up  the  Mediterranean,  where  I  chanced 

iAo  get  aglimp^  of  som^c  jGrrcek  ^uui^  beluiigiu^  tw  a^  oivi 

, •  .  .  •  JPilor. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


9  To  rntli  Turk  ?*  said  Traverg, 

<  Yes,  very  old,  please  your  |ponoi|r.  One  might  hare 
thought  he  ha4  po  more  use  for  so  id^uj  gtrk  thw  «  do|f 
has  for  a  side^pocket,  9s  the  saying  is,  But  thr  sight  I 
had  of  them  had  Ukie  to  have  leost  me  ^ery  dear,* 

<  Those  (^eek  girls  eame  nearest  iu  b^uty  to  the  lady 
who  is  just  gone,  you  think  ?*  said  Tracers. 

*  No,  please  your  honour^— Nel|  Smith,  of  Liverpool, 
(Bomes  nearest  in  the  irrticle  of  face,'irfiieh  is  all  I  can 
speak  to  in  risspect  of  NelL* 

'*  You  think,  then,  that  Nell  Smith  herself  ia  not  quifB 
so  handsopie  as  that  lady  ?* 

*  I  cannot  in  ponscieno^  say  she  is,'  replied  the 
sailor ;  *  though,  for  my  own  part,  t  would  prefer  Nell| 
for  old  acquaintance  sakeJ* 

<  There  is  encourag^ment  to  matrimony,'  exclaimed 
pavers,  addressing  me. 

<  Let  us  step  into  the  cottage,'  naid  I,  dismounting^ 
Traver^  did  the  same;  aiid  having  desired* the  saikw 

%o  delivier  }iis  ^compliments  tp  Nell  Smith,  hefi)lbtPt4 
me. 

W^  foun4  a  womiin  suckling  an  infant,  and  two  girla, 
one  about  eight  years  old,  fmd  the  other  about  thv^ 
poarsely  but  neatly  dressed* 

On  inquiring  of  ^e  womM  whQ  the  lady  was,  ahe  ao- 
awered,  with  fervour,  f  The  lady  is  wn  ang^  V 

*  This  much  I  knew  before.  But  I  wish  to  know  hei? 
name,  and  the  family  she  belongs  tn,'  s«d  I,  slipping  ^ 
guinea  into  her  hand, 

«  It  is  not  in  my  power,  sir,  to  satisfy  you  in  any  of 
ihose  matters,'  replied  the  poor  woman,  ofj^riag  me  ^the 
guinea  ba^k  l^g&in ;  which  having  refused  to  take,  I  saidii 
^  |t  seems  a  Uttle  Jmrticular  that  ypu  shppld  not  know  the 
name  of  ^  lady  yfhb  visits  you,' 

'  She  then  informe4  me  *  that  her  husband  was  a  labour^ 
jng  man,  who  worked  at  a  place  about  a  mile  from  the 
^ti^  ;  that,  some  weeks  ago,  she  bad'occaapn  to  send 
|ier  eldest  daughter  to  him'  three  hours  before  ^he  usual 
time  of  hi»  retMrn  home  ;  il^at  tb?  youngest  ff^liug  a  cfy*f 
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lAgto  faieailoired  to  necompfny  her  sister,  aad  die 
ther  being  fair,,  die  bad  coBfiented  ;  but  when  the  obildw 
ren  arrived  at  the  plafie  where  he  usually  was  at  work, 
ifaeir  father  waa  goae  elsewhere,  and  they  vere  cJbliged  to 
return.  ^  On  their  way  home  an  unexpected  rain  had  fall^ 
en ;  the  children  were  drenched  to  the  sfcia ;  and  thr 
youngest  not  beti^  able  to  walk  the  whole  way,  the  eldest 
carried  her  till  she  was  ready  to  sinlc  with  fiitigiMk  Hhe 
lady  was  passing  in  her  carriage  at  that  moment  t  morecl 
with  compassion  at  the  sight  of  the  children,  she  hadjstop- 
ped  her  oan-i^ge,  and  taken  them  into  it^  By  Ae^  elder 
child^s  divectbn,  the  postillion  drove  to  the  cottage.  The 
mojt^  had  not  gone  in  search  of  them,  because  she  sever 
doubt^  their  baying  feund  their  fatherland  being  usidci! 
bis  care*  The  poor  womaii  added,  *  that  the  lady  bed  ^. 
entered  the  cottage,  seen  the  childrea  put  to  bed  with  M  v 
mnch  care  as  if  she  had  been  their  moth«r^  had  given  her 
asoney  to  buy  them  clothcc'.i  ■  Oh  1  gentlemen,.^  eontimi* 
ed  she^  with  fervour,  <  the  lady  you  are  inquiripg.after isy 
iniieed,  an  angei,  if  ever  there  was  one  on  earth,  though 
my  husband  will  not  allow  me  to  say  so.* 

*  Why  will  be  not  alhnp  you?' 

^  He  says  there  are  no  angels  but  those  whidi  cone 
fima  heavoD ;  and  this  lady  has  never  been  there  as  yet.*" 

*  Your  husband  is  a  very  religious  man?* 

*  Yes,  that  he  is;  but  he  is  a  very  honest  jhan  also/ 

'  You  do  not  think  htm  the  worse  for  hia  religkm, 
then?* 

^  Not  a  bit^it  rather  does  hin|  good.  It  made,  hinp 
contented,  even  when  things  were  at  the  wqrst  wftdiii& 
The  same  cross  accidents  which  set  others  a-cufuiig  asakes 
him  say  his  prayers.  VVhen  I  told  him  that  the  lady*$ 
happening  to  pass  just  when  the  children  were  on  the 
road  was  a  very  lucky  accident,  he  said  *  there  veas  no  ach 
cident  in  it;  for  it  was  all  owing  to  Providence f  and 
therefore  I  ought  to  be  thankful  to  God.'  ^ 

*  Well,  what  had  you  to  answer  to  th^t  ?*  ^ 

*  I  answered,  I  was  thankful  to  God,  whether  it  was 
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owing  to  aecident  or  to  ProTideiioe*    Bat^  after  all,  I 
thought  myself  chiefly  obliged  to  the  lady/ 
,  <  What  is  the  lady^s  name  ?^  said  I. 

<  I  asked  that  oftener  than  onee,^  sud  the  woman ; 
<  but  the  servants  had  orders  not  to  tell  it :  but  I  disco* 
vered  where  she  lived/ 
4  ^  lam  glad  of  that,^  replied  I.-*-^  Where  does  she  live  ?' 

^  I  am  next  to  certain/  answered  the  woman,  <  that  she 
fives  in  London-^for'— 

«  What  part  of  London  ?' 

*  Nay,  that,*  rejoined  she,  ^  I  never  could  learn.' 

As  it  was  now  too  late  to  think  of  overtaking  the  chdse,. 
X  continued  my  inquiries,  and  was  informed  that  the  lady 
had  promised  to  place  the  eldest  girl,  of  whom  she  seem^ 
ed  particularly  fond,  at  a  school  in  the  neighbourhood^ 
and  to  continue  <'.  assist  the  family  in  other  respects. 
.  The  poor  woman,  observing  that  this  information  made 
me  more  anxious  to  knew  who  the  lady  was,  said,  <  I  am 
sure  your  honour  will  not  be  long  in  finding  her  out ;  for 
I  have  already  told  yoa  that  she  lives  in  London,:  and, 
from  what  I  hav&  heard,  there  are  not  a  great  many  such 
women  there ;  and  whit  there  are  must,  no  doubt,  be  of 
the  first-rate  quality/ 

With  this  I  was  obliged  to  be  satisfied,  and  so  tpok 
leave  of  the  cottage,  which  I  possibly  may  revisit  <>n  my 
return  to  London.— -Travp?  s  and  I  had  a  good  deal  of 
oonvetsation  on  this  incognita  as.  we  proceeded  on  our 
journey ;  and  after  I  had  finished  my  business  with  the 
person  who  waited  for  me  here,  we  resumed  the  same  af- 
ter supper,  till  he  became  drowsy  and  went  to  bed.  I 
seised  the  pen,  and  have  given  you  this  important  narra- 
tivc* 

To-morrow  we  shall  be  at  my  brother^s  by  his  hour  of 
breakfast*    Adieu! 
»       r  jr.  icoanAVHTf 
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LETTER  LXV.     . 
Tiie  HonmtraMe  Johk  Mobdackt  to  Colonel  Sommers* 

idLsKJB  I  have  been  tHese  three  days ;  and,  though  I . 
have  no  information  to  give  ypu  on  the  main  point,  I  feel 
myself  disposed  to  write  to  you. 

Habit  is  said  to  be  a  second  nature.  I  used  to  think 
myself  an  exception  to  that  maxim;*  yet  my  loi^  practice 
of  scribbling  from  Vevay  has  rendered  letter-writing  a 
pleasure,  which  I  formerly  con»dered  as  a  task.  In  proof 
of  this  effect  oF  habit  I  could  also  name  some  of  our  ae« 
quaintanoe  who  married  for  conveniency*  without  one 
particle  of  love,  and,  of  course,  began  their  conjugal  c^ 
reer  in  a  state  of  indifference  towards  their  yokemate; 
but,  by  the  habit  of  dragging  the  same  weight  together, 
both  acquired  a  kind  of  affection  for  each  other,  which* 
gradually  increased,  and  now  thej  are  never  happy  asun« 
der* 

These  observations,  you  will  presume,  will  naturally 
incline  me  to  break  my  resolution  against  marrying,  and 
listen  to  my  brother's  advice.  .  %>  perhaps  they  might,  if 
I  cojidd  not  name  a  greater  number  of  couples  of  our  ac 
qufuntance  who  married  for  love,  and  lave  alone ;  grew 
sick  of  each  other  within  a  few  months ;  found  their  mu« 
tual  compliant  to  increase  the  more  they  were  together, 
^nd  never  were  tolerably  easy  unless  they  were  aspin- 
der. 

What  is  the  meaning  of  this  contrariety  ?  Is  it  possi* 
ble  to  believe  that  habit  operates  so  fantastically  as  to  re* 
eoncile  us  only  to  what  we  dislike,  and  to  render  us  a- 
verse  to  what  we  are  fond  of?  No,<— this  idea  is  too 
whimsical  to  be  just.  Your  experience,  my  dear  Sommen» 
and  that  of  your  Juliet,  will  refute  it. 

Those  in  the  first  predicament,  who  marry  in  spite  of 
dislike  or  indifference,  are  generally  men  whose  leading  pa»r 
sioQ  is  avarice,  who  think  domestic  disgust  and  disquiet  do 
pot  overbalance  the  pleftsur^s  which  money  can  procure  ; 
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or  phlegmatic  indolent  women,  incapable  of  a  lively  pa&» 
sion,  who,  being  sensible  of  no  wtdt  great  diflPerence  be- 
tween one  man  and  another  a^  a  diffS^renee  of  fortune 
makes,  sacrifice  the  man  they  prefer  in  all  other  respects, 
if  he  is  deficient  in  fortune,  to  him  they  contemn  or  ar« 
entirely  indrfierent  about,  if  be  be  well  provided  in  that 
article :  atrd:  it  frequently  happens,  that  their  original 
contempt  of  their  husband  mellows  into  tndifference;  and 
indifference,  by  dint  of  habit,  and  fay  the  continued  af« 
feCtation  of  love,  produces  at  last  a  species  of  HkiAg  bor- 
dering on  good-will:  just,  by  way  of  example,  as  those 
who  cannot  afibrd  claret  take  to  port,  or  perhaps  porter  ; 
which,  though  unpalatable  at  first,  becomes  less  and  less 
so  by  dint  of  patience  and  perseverance,  and  at  last  toler^ 
ably  suits  their  taste. 

Those,. on  the  other  handj  who,  despising  all  other  con- 
siderations, marry  firom  We,  and  separate  soon  after  from 
hatred,  may  be  comjpared  to  people  who  are  sp  fond  of 
daret^  that,  without  thinking  of  the  price,  indulge  in  ex-. 
cesses  which  create  disgust  and  remorse. 

Notwithstanding  the  experience  I  have  had  that  habit 
can  overcome  dislike  in  the  instance  of  letter-writing,  and 
notwithstanding  that,  in  the  foregoing  illustrations,  the 
latter  produces  the  most  dismal  catastrophe,  I  am  so 
framed,  that  if  I  ever  should  venture*  on  matrimony  at 
all,  I  am  convinced  I  would  choose  to  risk  the  fkCe  of  the 
qlaret-drinkers. 

That  my  brother  has  a  particular  lady  in  his  eye,  to 
whom  he  wishes  me  united,  I  suspect ;  that  I  do  not 
know  the  woman,  to  whom  I  should  not  ^hink  it  a  great 
misfortune  to  be  so  united,  is  certain.  *  If  I  were  obliged 
at  this  moment  to  make  a  choice,  I  do  not  know  that  I 
should  i^ot  fix,  at  all  risks,  on  the  lady  of  the  cottage, 
mentioned  in  my  last.  Can  any  thing  be  a  stronger  proof 
of  tlie  slight  impression  which  all  wy  female  acquaintan^ 
have  made  on  me  ?  The  truth  is,  none  of  them  ever  oc? 
cupy  my  thoughts ;  whereas,  that  inct^gnita  has  seldom 
been  aHent  from  my  inind  since  I  saw  her.  I  don'^t  know 
that  I  have  not  before  seen  women  of  equal  beauty ;  bu^ 
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I  «im  ftiire  I  ii0t#r  h^M  sa  ittaitigent  a  j^wnteoaQoe,  or 
one  8o  peculiarly  to  my  taste.  On  my  soul,  it  is  aiogular 
tfiat  abe  shoald  eogroos  me  so  mueb.  (  9haU  surely  for*' 
get  her  within  a  day  or  two.  I  had  biK  a  mere  glaoee  of 
the  woman.  Were  I  to  allow  the  tfanueot  apparition  to 
lease  me  mucb  longer,  I  should,  d?s?rve,  as  Benedict 
aays,  ^  %o  h^ve  my  eyes  piokt  ouls  my^U>  h^e  my  persoi^ 
kut^  up  fpr  th?  sigo  of  blind  Cupid/ 

Lord  Cardon  arrived  here  the  ^y  aft/^r  Travers  and  L 
I  b^i^  yoM  are  not  aoquaintedl  with:tMt  ^reeableold 
peeCi  To  give  you  some  notioa  of  hitp,  us ;weli  as  of  mj 
kinsman  (jovernor  Flint,  shf^l  bft  ^  «Hlyeot  of  lbia^ti« 
ter. 

.  To  an  exceUeni  understanding  Lord  Qardon  joins  the 
most  f^eerftd  disposition;  and  the  b^i^e^t  talmt  of  pleas* 
ing.  Some  people  think  that  be  has  rather  giore  wit  and 
hutaoiir  fban  ia  consistent  with  the  digniiy  of  the  peer^ 
age.  Ijolfd  GeM  oncis  told  me  so^  and  laoiented  it  greats 
ly^  because  be  aokaowledged,  ^  that,  in  some  other  re^ 
qpects,  Lord  Cardon  was  mucb  of  a  nobleman,^ 

With  all 'bis  pleasantry,  and  air  of  carelessness^  few 
mep  pay  more  serio^^  attention  to  the  calls  of  ^lumanity. 
He  often  makes  the  first  subservient  to  the  purposes  c^ 
4bi3  Iast(  and  bus  often  drawp,  tboscr  whom  compassion 
4mukl  act  have  moved,  into  acts  of  b^efioence  for  thf^ 
jokers  sakij.  He  once  prevailed  .<m  Lord  Gelid,  the  mosl 
unfeeling  of  mankind,  to  perform  a^  set  of  charity  front 
pure  sympaU^y:  Hnving  aj^ied  for  an  office  in  bis  lord^ 
■ship's  gift,  for  a  person  whom,  be  represent^  to  be  In  pe? 
culiarly  hard  circumstances,  and  mentioned  his  having 
five  chiMreu  lo  maintluni— ^-Lcrd  Gelid  answered,  ^  that 
it  was  no  hardship  for  ^  man  to  maintain  his  own  cbild^ 
ren.^ 

Seeing  that  this  statement  had  no  effectt  Lord  Cardoa 
tried  another,  which  he  thought  m^t  create  more  sym'^ 
pathy. 

*  I  am  of  your  lordsbip*s  opinion>Vreplied  be,  <  that  i)t 
is  no  hardship  for  a  man  to  maintain  his  otoa  i;liildren ; 
\fat  I  hope  you  w|)l  admit  t)^4t  it  is  «  consid^Able  hard* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SI54  ]fbft]>Atrvv; 

ship  for  A  man  tb^be  dbliged  to  maintain  ehildiien  that  are 
not  his  own.'  • 

<  Not  his  oWn  P  excMmed  Lord  Gelid:  <  Whose 
diiWren  are  they  then?*     ^     ■        - 

*  Alas!  my 'lord,'  replied  Lord  Garden,  «  what  aug- 
ments the  hardship  of  this  man^s  ease  is,  that  the  question 
you  put  is  what  none  but  his  wife  ean  answer.  AH  diat 
the  worthy  man  himself  is  physically  certmn  of  is,  thai 
the  children  are  not  his/ 

There  was  something  m  this  statement  which  awaken* 
fd  th^  feeling  of  Lord  €relid  so  tineokiimonly>  that  ho 
granted  the  favour  dt^inanded. 

Since  his  arrival  here,  Lord  Cardon  has  also,  in  a  man<» 
ner  peculiar  lb  him'scSfy  |H«vailed  oti  my  brother  'to  pro- 
mise to  serve  a  person  against  whom  he  had  been  a  good 
deal  prejudiced. 

You  have  heard  the  fitory  of  Mrs.  i-*  After  tfaM 

affair  was  first  talked  of,  and  when  it  was  thought  that  no 
|Mtrt  of  her  fortune  Would  be  recovttped,  many  who  had 
called  themselves  her  friends^  and  had  profited  by  her 
extravagance,  abandoned  her  entirely,  without  examin- 
ing whether  she  was  'so  mn^h  to  Uame  asr  was  wd,  or 
not.  •  ;'''•  ■  • 

Lord  Cardon  forsome  timfe  seemed  to  be  her  onfy  advi>- 
icate:  and  yesterday,  at  breakfast,  he  endeavoured  to  in<- 
terest  my  brother  in  her  case,  whi^h  is  soon  to  be  brought 
before  the  House  of  Peers. 

My  brother  expressed  some  surprise  at^  his  taking  so 
warm  a  part  in  a  person  who  bad  behaved  so  very  impru»> 
dently. 

<  Had  she  alwayis  behaved  with  pntdenoe,  niy  lord/ 
said  Lord'  Cardon,  <  she  would  not  have  4stood  itt  need  of 
any  body  to  take  her  part.  But  I  am  convinced,  that  ad- 
vantage has-been  taken  of  her  imprudent  cdndtiet,  to  give 
a  much  worse  representation  of  her  than,  she  deserves. 
At  all  events,  my  lord,  the  imprudence  of  her  conduct 
has  nothing  to  do  with  the  justice  of  her  clmm.  It  is  your 
attention  to  her  ease  only  that  I  solicit  your  lorddiip  for : 
from  me  she  has  a  right  to  expect  all  the  ^ppprt  fo  njr 
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power;  IliiBimder  a  vety imporUmt  oUig^lion  to  that 
lady/  > 

<  I  caaoot  conceive,^  siudmy  brother,  «bow  your  lord- 
ship can  lie  under  an  infportant  obligation  to  so  frivolous 
a  Hodman  r 

<  You.  will  be  .sttll  in<»re  at  a  loss,^  rejoined  Lord  Cardon^ 
^  when  I  assure  you  that  the  obligation  under  which  she  laid 
«ne  is  increased,  instead  of  being  diminished,  by  the  frivolity 
of  the  unfortunate  lady's  character.  In  short,  my  lord,^  co»- 
linu^  he^  <  though  no  traces  of  it  remain. now,  Mrs.  '  ■ 
was,  about  twenty  years  ago,  a  very  beautiful  woman; 
and  at  that  time  I  was  (and  I  fear  some  traces  of  it  r€h 
main  still)  a  very  giddy  fdlow ;  so  much  so,  that  I  actu- 
ally made  a  proposal  of  mairiage  to  the  lady  in.question^ 
which  she. had  tbe,goodness  to  reject.  This,  was  an  obU- 
gation  of  such  importance,'a9,  without  Jbeing  the  most  un- 
grateful of  men,  I  never  can  forget.^  •  . 

:  *  Now  that  I  am  acquatntied  yrith  the  very  essential  obli- 
gation which  your  lordship  lies  under  to  Mrs.  ,  you 
may  rely  upon  it,^  answered  my  brother,  *  that  I  shall 
takQ  pains  to  understand  her  case  ^  and,  if  I  think  she 
has  justice  on  her  side,  I  will  join  your  lordship  in  doing 
her  all  the  service  in  my  power.^ 

I  am  summ(med  to  dinqer;  but  if  it,  r^ins  to-morrow 
as  incessantly  as  it  has  d<me  to-day,  I  shall  give  you  a 
little  more  of  Lord  Cardpn«    Farewell ! 


LETTER  LXVI. 
The  Honourable  John  Moedaunt  to  Colonel  Sommebs, 

JLov  perceive  the  rain  continues.  I  will  give  you  a 
sketch  of  a  curious  conversation  that  took  place  y ester* 
day. 

Some  gentlemen  of  the  neighbourhood  dined  with  us. 
The  discourse  turned  on  the  present  unhappy  state  o 
•Buropeu  Governor  Flint,  according  to  custom,  inlieaghed 
v«hemei|dy  against  the  Irhote  Fi^nch  nation.    One  rgen- 
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tiMnM  kttplsred  hii  d«iMiicy  in  ftiiftiM  i£  tii^  efiGfignut 
nobility  and  clergy,  who  were  the  severest  sufferers  by 
the  revoiutiott  the  gof«nior  feprobafed.  N&#-«it  wtk  suf-- 
feient  tb«t  tkey  were  FtMeli.  The  anoent  goverbotB  6f 
that  nation,  according  to  biniy  were  as  weak  as  llie  prvw 
sent  are  wiekod-^-naming  a  few  of  tbe.  moat  eiAin^nt  of 
tbe  foriner.-^^  Boe  what  a  figure  tfiey  now  cut  V  said  be  ^ 
and  then  drew  a  dMafn^ison  between  tbeat  itod  oor^ 
|)etsons  in  high  situation's  in  this  country^ 

<  If  yon  wish  to  #eigh  tlie  resjieotive  imporiaace  of 
two  seta  of  roeo»^  said  Lord  Cardon^  <  it  is  not  fair  to  pot 
ime  into  the  scale,  omaniented  widi  stars,  and  ribboni^ 
iind  ffiitresy  asid  robes,  and  large  periwi|<s,  and  place  tbe 
4rther  in  tbe  opposite  scate,  stripped  tfAe  nakeiek  Tbe 
itgh  nobility  and  clergy  of  t'rance  wei^  as  much  ^6ipe6t>' 
ed,  while  xhey  retained  their  situations,  as  those  of  any 
country  in  Europe ;  and  beanren  only  knows  what  sort  of 
a  figure  our  own  wonfd  eut  in  the  c^ariMer  of  emigrants  t 
Let  me  teti  you,  goi^ernor,  it  is  a  difficult  .roll  for  even 
ibe  greatest  fnen  to  suppbtt  with  dignity.'' 

There  was,  after  thid,>  some  differeMoe  df  opinion  tti 
apeetirtg  the  origin  <^  tlie  wan 

*  Whoever  were  the  reAi  beginners  of  the  war,'  ^\A 
iny  brother/  *  the  French  are  iVidisputaUy  tbe  cause  of 
!ts  having  continued  so  long ;  for  our  minister  was,  a9* 
suredly,  disposed  to  make  peace,  on  Reasonable  terms^ 
Irhen  the  negotiation  commenced  at  Li^le.' 

<  Making  peace  at  thlat  time  would  have  been  of  no 
Use,'  said  Governor  Flint ;  <  for  the  l^rench  would  have 
recommenced  the  war  before  this  time.' 

*>  No  mortal  can  be  absolutely  certain  of  that,'  Lord 
Cardon  observed. 

^  Does  not  youR  lordship  hnagtae  that  the  French  of^ 
tlbe  present  times  are  wicked  enough'  to  renew  ilte  war  aa 
soon  as  they  think  it  for  their  adtatttagie  ?' 
.  i^  In  that,'  replied  Lord  €iiu>«bnf,  <  I  hare  a  grmi  no- 
lion  that  tbe  French  of  the  present  (hnes  bear  a  strong 
Ifsseasiilance  to  the  French  of  ibnner  times,  and  to  the* 
sillier  nattona  of  Europe.    But  aithongh  I  am  ioovincedf 
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-mkh  jMy  gafemoTf  ihattlwy  wlmld  be  ificli#4  enough 
to  renew  the  war  as  soon  as  they  should  think  it  foi  their 
-mirttoiBgei  I  hare  hopes  df  ihAt  bekdg  wise  enough  to 
think,  for  a  long  time  at  leasts  tfatt:  it  wduld  not  be  lor 
their  adTttntagei** 

*  They  will  etways  think  It  for  their  adtdUtage,  fepit<< 
ed  the  governor )  ^  thiey  cannot  eicist  wi^hoot  nwrJ* 

^  Nay4  theo,^  said  Traveis,  ^  yoa  oanaot  blame  theini 
lior  continuhig  it.^    . 

<  Not  blame  the  French  V  exclaimed  the  dthen 

*  No)  air,  I  ooufal  Hot  in  tionscienoe  blame  the  devil  fot' 
])er8evering  in  what  is  for  his  advantage,'  resumed  Tra- 
ti«r8.  *  If,  therefere,  the  French  ilaotiot  exist  without 
urar,  this  war,  instead  of  being  a  seven-years  war^  or  m 
ihtrty-years  war,  must  be  a  irar  everlasting^^ 

*  That  does  not  necessarily  follow,^  said  OotTemoi^ 
Flint 

<  WbKt  follows,  then  ?'  Tf avers  askedw 

'  We  may  extirpate  the  ras<:als !'  ericd  tlie  governor.- 

<  That,  iadeed,  is  an  expedient  whidi  did  not.oeour  €0^ 
toe:  but  as  rascals  are  not  easily  extirpated/  oontimicd 
Gravers,  <  I  sh6uid  think  the  eaaiest  and  most  natural 
way  of  putting  an  end  Ur  the  #ar  would  be  by  making 
peiiaiy  as  soon  tt$  it  can  b^  doiiei^  on  reascMable  terms.* 

<  That  kmguage  ametls  a  little  of  JaogibiniBm,^  said  the 
^povemor. 

*  Whateter  its  siaofell  may  be,^  retorted  Travers,  ^it  i» 
less  in  tlie  spirit  of  lacobinism  than  your  own  language ; 
for  the  Jacobins  breathe  nothing  but  ex.tirpation.* 

<  I  wish  extirpation  to  all  the  enemiei  of  my  country/ 
mud  Flint. 

*  I  n^ish  ruin  to  all  theii^  sefaemes  ageing  my  eouDtryi 
tejoined  Travers;  *  for  I  love  my  country  .as  much  as 
you  ca%  goveraor^  though  I  am  not  paid  .for  it  by  .a  ai^ 
neeure  office/ 

*  A  sinecure  office  \*  cried  the  governor.  *  t)o  jroit 
i$ifer  that  I  would  ndt  lore  mj  eouotry  if  I  had  Hot'  it  si^ 
swoure  office.' 

*  No,  sir,*  answered  Trateta ;  *  J  ^nljf  m^ir  thai  yam 
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would  loTe  your  country  for  a  lucntive  oiBce  of  any 
kind; 

The  lau^  which  proceeded  from  the  company  inorea^ 
ed  the  indignation  of  the  governor. 

<  Do  you  infer,  sir,^  said  he,  and  was  proceeding 
in  great  wartndiy  when  my  brother,  clapping  him  on  the 
afaoulder,  said*« 

*  Come,  cone,  governor,  let  us  have  no  more  of  in- 
ferences. We  all  equally  abhor  Jacobins  and  their  piin- 
ciples ;  and  we  also  know  that  very  improper  inferences 
are  sometimes  drawn  from  innocent  or  well-memitexpres. 
sbns.^ 

To  assist  my  brother  in  restoring  the  good-humour  of 
the  company— 

«  That  is  very  true,  my  lord,^  rejoined  Lord  Cardon-; 
*  and  I  will  give  you  a  curious  instance,  which  came  un- 
der my  own  observation  when  I  was  last  at  my  estate  in 
shire. 

<  I  had,  with  great  pleasure,  observed  that  the  vaunt- 
ing proclamations  of  the  Frendi  directory,  and  their  re- 
peated threats  of  invading  this  island,  had  excited  general 
indignation  over  the  country,  augmented  the  zeal  and  af- 
fection of  the  inhabitants  towards  his  majesty  and  the 
royal  family,  and  increased  their  detestation  of  all  whom 
they  suspected  to  harbour  di&rent  sentiments.  At  such 
periods  there  is  always  some  risk  that  base-minded  per- 
sons will  attempt  to  make  a  merit  with  their  superiors, 
by  misconstruing  the  innocent  or  indifferent  words  or  ac- 
tions of  their  neighbours,  and  bringing  them  forward  as 
proofs  of  disloyalty  or  treasonable  intentions. 

<  Instances  of  this  kind  may  have  occurred  where  the 
accuser  himself  was  fully  convinced  of  the  innocence  of 
the  accused.     This  which  I  am  going  to  mention  was  not 

-of  that  atrocious  nature.  Here  the  accuser  was  as  inno* 
cent  as  the  accused,  however  ridiculous  the  accusation 
may  appear. 

*'  I  vras  called  on,  one  mimiing,  by  a-person  who  has 
a  considerable  property  in  the  county,  but  whom  I  knew 
to  be  wonderfuUy  weaJc  and  hot*headed. 
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^  Het6ld  nle,  a»  sooQ  as  he  couM  articulate^  (Tor,  when 
n^  entel^y  he  was  out  of  breath) ,  <  that  a  wealthy  farm- 
^r  in  the  neighbourhood  had  committed  high-treason.' 

<  High-treason  !— How  ?^ 

^  By  speaking  disrespectfully  of  his  majesty,  and  otb» 
branches  of  the  royal  family,^  he  answered. 

*  I  could  not  belieVe  that  the  inari  had  been  guihy  of 
a  thing  so  revolting^ 

*  He  sffiid^  <  he  could  not  have  belieyed  it  himself,  if  he 
had  not  reeeit^  it/rom  those  who  knew  it  by  ocular  de^ 
monstratiOn^  having  heard,  with  their  dwn  ears^  the  very 
wotds  whi^  the  farmer  had  pronounced.^ 

<  I  desired  him  to  repeat  the  expressions. 

<  He  said  that  the  expressions  were — '  That  the  king  wasT 
not  a  Ghiistian  monarch  ;  and  that  their  royal  highnesses 
the  prince  of  Wales,  the  duke  of  Ydirk,  and  the  duka 
of  Clarence,  ought  not  to  be  trusted.^ 

*  Though  I  thought  this  a  riiost  unlikely  story ,^  conti* 
nuied  Lord  €ardon,^  '  and  particularly  so,  as  I  had  al-* 
ways  heard  the  farmer  spoken  of  as  a  religious  and  good 
kind  of  a  maxi ;  yet  I  deterniined.to  make  a  cairieful  inqui- 
ry into  the  truth  of  the  accusation,  and  to  have  him  pro^ 
seCuted,  if  it  was  well  founded^ 

*  On  investigation,  the  fact  turned  otit  t6  be  this :— * 
The  farmer,  with  others,  had  been  drinking  at  a  public- 
house.  One  of  the  company  had  said,  *  He  hoped  there 
would  soon  be  peace  alt  dver  Europe  f— -to  which  the 
farmer  answered — *  That  no  Christian  monarch  would 
offer  to  make  peace  with  such  infidels  as  the  French.^  The 
former  had  rejoined^  *  Tbat^ome  crowned  heads  had  al^^ 
ready  shown  a  dispbsitbn  towards  peace.'  On  wbtc^  the 
farmer  said — *  That  we  ought  not  to  put  our  trust  in 
|>rtnces.^ 

*  This  conversation,^  added  his  lordship,^ «  had  been  re- 
peated to  the  person  who  brought  me  the  information,  ifi 
the  presence  of  an  attorney  of  the  village,  who  remarked 
^  that  the  farmer's  discourse  was  treasonable,  because  it 
implied  that  his  majesty,  who  had  offered  to  make  peace 
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with  thie  Trench,  wa»  not  a  GfaH«tiiii  ^  and.  that  tbe'^Idce 
ef  Wales,  duke  of  York,  and  duke  of  darence)  who  were 
all  princes,  were  not  to  be  trusted**    / 

*  When  the  investigation  wascoiapfeted— *  Now,' said 
my  infbrtner,  *  is  not  your  lordship  convinced  that  those 
expressions  respecting  his  majesty  amoiltit  to  high-tma* 
•on?*  ^  ^ 

«  I  told  him — <  that  I  did  not  think  they  atxn^unted  ti» 
quite  so  much,  because  the  original  author  of  that  caution 
against  our  putting  trust  in  princes  was  a  king  himaielf.' 

*  The  naoA  «eetned  a  good  deal  startled  at  this. 

<  He  declared,  *  that  hft  was  entirely  ignorant  t)f  that 
circumstance  J* 

<  He  not  only  was  a  king,*  said  I,  *  but  he  had  a  nu- 
merous family  of  sons,  and  all  his  sons  were  princes;  bo 
that  it  was  not  probable  that  be  had  any  wisbto  calamni-* 
ate  either  princes  or  kings ;  particularly  his  prefisent  ma« 
jesty,  King  George  III,  who,  though  of  -a  •dtlSbrent  cha- 
racter, in  some  respects,  from  King  David,  yet  was,  in  con\^ 
mon  with  him,  a  great  king,  and  the  fatber  of  princes/ 

<  This  representation,^  added  Lord  Cardon,  <  seemed 
to  have  great  influence  on  the  mind  of  my  informer.  He 
began  to  suspect  that  he  had  given  too  great  weight  to  the 
inferences  made  by  the  attorney ;  dedaring,-  *  that  they 
would  tiot  have  made  such  an  impression  as  they  did,  if 
be  had  not  known  that  the  farmer  was  a  presbytetian ; 
which,  in  his  opinion,'  he  said,  ^  was  much  the  same  as  a 
papist.' 

<  After  I  had  praised  his  zeal  and  loyalty,  he  took  his 
leave ;  but  returned  before  he  had  got  five  steps  from  the 
door,  to  put  me  in  mind  <  to  admbnish  the  farmer  to  be 
more  guarded  in  his  language  in  future.' 

Nothing  could  exceed  the  humour  with  which  Lord 
Cardon  narrated  this  story.  This  company  in  general 
seemed  highly  entertained.  But  I  do  riot  remember  ever 
to  have  been  witness  to  a  stronger  instance  of  a  Cfian's  in- 
sensibility to  his  own  particular  failings,  and  all  alive  to 
those  of  his  neighbours,  than  when  I  heard  the  governor 
remark — ^  That,  though  weak  people  were  apt  to  expose 
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fJbeniMlves  to  ridkule  bj  intenperafe  zesti,  d<;oficIii«l  w&tcA 
nobody  despised  more  than  he  did^  yet  it  was  an  evil  jaf  little 
importance,  in  comparison  with  the  mischief  which  would 
tesult  from  permitting  traitors,  and  friends  to  France,  to 
spread  their  abominable  doctrines  without  check,  and  to 
assist  ^e  designs  of  the  public  Bnemy/ 

To  prevent  Travers,  who  seemed  impatient  to  comment 
cm  the  govemor^s  observation,  my  brother  immediately 
said — <  That  nothing  could  be  more  just  than  the  gover-i 
nor^s  rentiark ;  and  it  was  equally  true,  that  though  the 
ene  was  more  misdiievous,  the  other  was  more  probable ; 
ix  base-minded  men  hod  been  finind,  in  all  ages  and  coun- 
tries, ready  to  give  false  or  exaggerated  accusations,  from 
blind  2eal  or  interested  motives ;  but  nothing  seemed  less 
likely,  than  that  Englishmen  could  be  so  absurdly  wicked 
as  to  assist  those  whose  evident  plan  is  to  lay  waste  their 
eountry,  seise  their  property,  and  overturn  that  constitu- 
tion, under  which  they  have,  for  above  a  century,  enjoyed 
more  liberty,  and  more  happiness,  than  any  other  people^ 
ancient  or  modern.^ 

*  Wicked  and  absurd  as  that  may  seem,  my  lord,**  sud* 
the  governor,  <  I  am  convinced,  that  the  spirit  of  party 
can  carry  some  men,  and  those  not  of  the  lowest,  or  even 
middle  rank  in  life,  that  length.^ 

<  It  is  evident,^  added  Travers,  <  that  prejudice,  and 
the  sjnrit  of  party,  can  carry  some  men  very  absurd 
lengths/ 

<  Yom  said,  sir,'  resumed  the  governor,  who  could  not 
be  diverted  from  Travers,  <  that  the  spirit  of  party  car* 
Tied  men  great  lengths.' 

*  I  did  so,'  replied  Travers. 

*  But  when  it  carries  them  the  length  of  treason,  and 
of  abetting  the  French,'  rejoined  the  governor,  with  a 
furious  accent,  <  I  hope  you  have  no  objection  to  their 
being  Jianged,  drawn,  and  quartered  V 

*  Not  the  least,  sir,'  said  Travers.  *  Let  them  be 
hanged  for  traitors,  drawn  for  fools,  and  quartered  for  your 
amusement;  but,  in  the  first  place,  let  them  havea  fair  trial* 
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<  D— ^n  me,  if  I  think  trattprs  deserre  aiij  trial  at  aU*^ 
rejoined  the  governor. 

To  prevent  farther  dispute,  my  brother  ordered  coffee; 
and  the  governor,  who  could  no  longer  bear  the  sight  of 
Travers,  left  us  soon  after. 

In  a  short  conversation  I  had  with  Lord  Cardon,  I  ob- 
served that,  '  notwithstanding  the  careless  manner  and 
inattentive  air  of  my  friend  Travers,  he  had  the  faculty  o£ 
distinguishing  characters^* 

<  That  is/  replied  Lord  Cavden,  <  certainly  a  very 
useful  faculty  ;  but  what,  perhaps,  is  still  move  useful,  is» 
the  faculty  of  concealing  some  of  the  discoveries  we  make, 
and  allowing  men  to  believe  that  we  think  tbeqo^  ju^t  what 
they  wi«h  ta  appear.  This  is  a  talent  which  I  feav  your 
friend,  Mr.  Travers,  has  not  acquired.  He  too  plainly 
shows  that  he  sees  through  the  disguise  men  are  prone  ta 
assume— a  degree  of  penetration  as  offensive  to  theaffect-t 
ed  and  hypocritical  a^  wit  generally  is  to  the  dull.*  Adieu^ 
my  dear  Sommers*. 

J.  MOB  O  AUNT*.    . 


LETTER  LXVIf. 

From  the  Same  to  the  Same. 

JVl  Y  brother  has  at  length  opened  himself  fully  to  me  oi» 
the  grand  article.  He  took  an  eariy  oppoKunity  after 
Lord  GarcIoR  had  left  us.  Indeed,  I  threw  it  in  his 
way  :  for  knowing  a  discussion  on  that  point  was  abiding 
me,  I  wished  to  have  it  over.<— I  have  always  had  this  im- 
patience of  temper.  If  I  were  convinced  that  I  could  not 
avoid  being  hanged  or  married  to-morrow,  I  should  be  in* 
dined  to  have  which*ever  of  the  ceremonies  I  wasdoom* 
ed  to  performed  to-night. 

In  consequence  of  a  hint  I  gave  Travers,'  he  ordered 
his  hbrse»  after  breakfast,  andtold  me,  in  my  lord^s  hear- 
ing,, that  he  should  not  return  till  the  hour  of  dinner^ 
My  brother  soon  after  began  the  attack,  marching  overall 
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the  old  ground) — ^  his  own  delicate  healtli,  the  kind  of 
epileptic  complaint  he  has  been  subject  to,  the  dre^  of 
transmitting  it  to  his  posterity,  the  satisfaction  it  would 
afford  him  to  know  that  his  estate  and  title  would  descend 
to  the  children  of  a  brother  he  loved,  and  not  to  a  family 
he  had  so  much  reason  to  be  displeased  with.^  To  all 
this  I  made  no  other  answer  than  '  that  I  was  convinced 
he  viewed  his  own  health  in  a  worse  light  than  his  physi- 
cians did ;  that  he  had  been  free  of  the  attacks  for  a  long 
interval;  and  possibly  they  might  never  return,^  &c.  &c. 
&c. 

He  interrupted  me,  shaking  his  head,  with  an  air  of  in- 
credulity, and  asked,  <  Whether  I  was  perfectly  free 
from  all  amorous  engagement ;  because,  if  I  was  not,  he 
would  abstain  from  making  to  me  the  proposal  he  intend- 
^* 

Though  it  instantly  struck  me,  that  a  pretended  en- 
tanglement of  that  nature  would  free  me  from  farther  so- 
licitation on  a  subject  highly  irksome,  yet  I  overcame  the 
temptation,  and  fairly  acknowledged,  <  that  I  was  free 
from  all  particular  engagement,  though  no  man  loved  the 
sex  in  general  more.^ 

He  than  bpgan  an  ^ulogium  on  matrimony ;  the  com- 
forts atjtending  a  regular  uniform  life  in  the  society  of  an 
agreeable  woman ;  the  a4vantages  attending  entering  early 
into  that  state,  by  whicb  a  man  had  the  happiness  of  di- 
recting the  education,  and  forming  the  minds,  of  his 
children,  with  the  prospect  of  seeing  them^rise  and  pros« 
per  in  the  world. 

1  could  easily  have  balanced  this  last  article  with  in- 
stances of  an  opposite  complexion ;  but  I  only  hinted  It 
in  general  terms,  with  regard  to  the  uniformity  he  had 
mentioned,  I  said,  *  that  I  never  had  derived  much 
pomfort  from  that  quarter ;  that  those  people  who  were 
uniformly  surrounded  with  what  they  called  their  com- 
forts seemed  to  me  to  live  the  most  insipid  comfortless  life 
in  the  world ;  they  made  no  exertions,  overcame  no  diffi- 
culties :  that  I  hc^d  a  curiosity  often  to  go  where  comforts 
of  their  kind  were  not  to  be  found,  and  had  enjoyments 
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which  those  who  were  wallowiiig  in  comforts  coiild  not 
taste;  yet,  when  I  returned  from  such  exc^hionsy  I 
eould»,for  a  time,  relish  their  comforts  as  much  as  and 
more  than  those  who  thought  of  nothing  but  pampering 
and  living  snqgly  did ;  that  I  was  so  unluckily  framed, 
that  persisting  long  in  a  continual  jog-trot  of  comforts 
tired  me,  even  although  a  plentiful  table,  an  easy  car- 
riage, and  a  soft  bed,  were  of  the  number ;  that  I  knew 
tery  well  that  he  could  give  me  instances  of  prudentev 
people,  who  thought  very  differently,  who,  for  the  sake  of 
those  very  comforts,  had  bound  themselves  to  insipid  com« 
panions,  and  disagreeable  bed-fellows,  for  life ;  and  would 
drawl  on  until  they  were  cut  short  by  an  apoplexy,  o» 
suffocated  by  fat,  and  decently  interred  in  a  church-yard  | 
but  that,  for  my  own  part,  I  could  not  help  preferring  the 
free  life  of  a  bachelor,  for  some  time  longer  at  least,  to 
aU  those  comforts/ 

My  brother  laughed  the  more  willingly  at  this  sketch, 
because  he  saw  it  was^  partly  taken  fr^m  an  unhappy 
kinsman  of  our  own,^  who,  being  in  easy  circumstances^ 
had  married  a  widow  of  great  wealth  and  corpulency ; 
and  though  the  woman  was  of  so  quiet  a  disposition,  that 
her  vpic^  was  hardly  ever  heard  in  the  family,  except 
when  she  was  in  labour,  he  became  so  ashamed  of  what 
little  she  spoke,  that  he  carried  her  to  the  country,  sunk 
into  low  spirits,  and  has  as  little  relish  for  the  comforts 
she  brought  him,  as,  from  the  beginning,  he  had  had  for 
herself: — there  the  poor  man  remains,  waiting  impatient-: 
ly  for  one  or  other  of  the  catastrophes  above  mentioned. 

Resuming  a  serious  air,  my  brother  said,  in  an  earnest 
4nd  most  affectionate  manner,  ^  You  cannot  ima^ne,  my 
dear  Jack,  that  I  am  so  unreasonable  and  selfish  as  to  ex* 
pect  that  you  shall  make  a  sacrifice  of  your  happiness  to 
my  whim  or  vanity.  I  acknowledge,  that  it  would  be  a' 
very  great  satisfaction  to  me  to  see  you  happily  married : 
in  your  children  I  should  behold  the  future  inheritors  of 
my  fortune  and  title ;  but  I  willingly  give  up  every  idea 
of  that  enjoyment  until  you  meet  with  a  M^omah  entirely 
to  your  taste,^ 
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<  It  is  the  easie&t  thing  in  the  world/  r^died  I,  *  to 
find  a  woman  to  my  taste :  the  diflBculty  or  hardship  lies 
in  my  being  bound  to  her  for  life.^ 

*  Without  that  circumstance,  you  know^  my  dear  bro«* 
ther,  that,  by  the  laws  of  our  country,  what  I  have  in 
view  cannot  be  accomplished/  He  then  expressed  a^to^ 
nishment  at  the  singular  aversion  I  seemed  to  have  against 
marriage,  enumerated  the  number  of  marriages  among 
people  of  rank  of  late. — By  the  way,  matrimony  was  never 
in  my  time  so  very  much  the  ton.  Though,  in  many  par- 
ticulars, the  young  fellows  of  the  present  age  imitate  the 
manners  of  the  age  of  Charles  II ;  yet,  in  this,  they  fol- 
low the  example  of  Henry  YIII,  who,  when  he  took  a 
fancy  for  a  woman,  thought  of  no  other  expedient  but 
marrying  her.  It  is  fortunate  for  the  wives  of  some  of 
those  gentlemen,  however,  that  they  have  not  the  power 
of  that  tyrant,  who,  whenever  he  tired  of  a  wif^,  thought 
of  no  other  resource  but  cutting  off  her  head. 

Among  the  list  of  marriages,  my  brother  did.  not  omit 
jours,  my  dear  Sommers ;  and  enlarged  on  the  account 
that  had  been  given  him^of  your  happiness,  and  the  admi* 
rable  qualities  of  your  Juliet. 

To  all  this  I  answered,  (for  I  wished  to  give  the  whole 
discussion  an  air  of  jocularity),  ^  that  altliough  I  had  al- 
ways endeavoured  to  be  in  the  fast^ion,  yet  it  was  more 
dangerous  to  indulge  my  inclination  in  thi^  present  point 
than  in  any  other ;  because  fashions  were  apt  to  change^ 
and,  if  once  I  adopted  this,  it  might  not  be  in  my  power 
to  conform  to  the  new  mode,  however  much  it  might  be 
my  inclination,  when  the  taste  for  a  single  life  should 
prevail.^ 

<  You  will  have  your  friend  Sommers,  at  least,  to  keep 
you  in  countenance,**  said  hej  *  and,  I.  am,  si^re,  you 
would  be  better  pleased  to  be  dossed  with  him»  than  with 
those  idle  young  fellows  of  fashion  who  attempt  to  turn 
the  married  state  into  ridicule/ 

<  I  am  not  sure  of  being  classed  with  Sommers,  my 
lord.  The  rare  qualities  which  you  have  just  enumeratr 
^d,  as  belonging  to  Mrs.  Sommers,  andi>f  which  I  have 
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bad  the  lam^  aoeount  from  others,  render  it  highly  impro- 
hMe  that  such  apother  woman  is  to  be  met  with,  and  still 
more  that  she  would  condescend  to  marry  me.* 

^  But  in  case  a  woman  shall  be  met  with  who  possesses 
equal  accomplishment?  with  Mrs.  Sommers,  and  who  is 
also  humUe  enough  to  be  willing  to  marry  you,  do  you^ 
in  that  case,  promise  to  pay  your  court  to  her  P* 

<  Who  is  to  be  the  judge  of  the  respective  merits  of  the 
two  ladies  T 

*  Yoq  yourself** 

f  In  that  case  I  agree.' 

*  To  make  any  comparison  of  diis  invidious  kind,*  ref : 
sumed  my  brother,  *  would  be  improper ;  but  I  will  make 
pur  agreement  still  more  favourable  for  you ;  because, 
were  I  even  to  find  a  woman  whom  you  could  not,  in 
your  conscience,  think  inferior  in  beauty  and  accomplish- 
ments to  Mrs.  Sommers,  still  she  might  not  hit  so  caprici- 
ous a  fancy  as  yours  :  in  that  case  I  should  not  insist  on 
your  proposing  marriage  to  h^r.  It  is  only  in  the  event 
that  the  woman,  I  shall  at  some  future  period  mention, 
4oes  please  you^  that  I  shall  claim  the  performance  of 
your  agreement.* 

'  *  Why,  in  that  eyent,*  said  I,  *  do  not  you  imagine 
that  I  should  act  as  you  wish  without  any  agreement  P 

'  I  guestioi)  it  very  much,*  replied  he.  ^  I  ima^ne 
your' prejudice  against  matrimony  is  so  strong,  that  it 
would  keep  yp,u  from  proposing  marriage  even  to  the  wo. 
man  you  love  and  estectm;  lest  you  should  not  continue  to 
love  and  esteem  h^r.  And  it  is  this  whimsical  notion 
alone  I  wish  to  guard  against  by  our  agreement.  If  I 
do  not  point  out  a  woman,  whom,  on  acquaintance,  yoi) 
shall  love  and  esteem  above  all  others,  I  shall  willingly  sa- 
crifice my  favourite  wish  to  see  you  imuried :  but,  if  I  do 
find  inch  a  womi^n,  1  expect  thki  you  will  sacrifice  your 
%him,  dread,  caprice,  (call  it  what  you  please),  to  my  fa^ 
vourite  wish.' 

So  very  friendly  and  candid  a  proposal  could  not  be 
resisted.    I  promised  to  abide  conscientiously  by  thepo^ 

tions.         '    4     '  •         *  .  ' 
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-  '/This  agreement,  however,  would  give  me  more  uneasi* 
ness,  if  I  tbou^t  it  at' all  probable  that  he  could  fin^  a 
woman  with  Uie  requisites  con4Uioned  for  Adieu  I  dear 
•Sommers. 

J.  MOEDAF^f  • 


LETTER  LXVIII, 

The  Same  to  the  Sartre. 

1  HOUGH  I  have  been  long  convinced  that  my  brother 
had  some  particular  lady  in  view  for  me,  yet  I  was  not 
able,  till  very  lately,  to  form  a  probable  conjecture  who 
the  unfortunate  woman  could  be :  I  say  unfortunate,  be- 
cause there  is  but  too  much  reason  to  think  that  a  woman 
of  delicacy  would  run  a  great  risk  of  being  unhappy  as 
my  wife,  however  attentively  I  might  continue  to  behave 
to  her  after  passion  was  gone.  My  brother  avoids  all  ex- 
planation on  tha(  head.  He  expects,  I  suppose,  that  his 
plan  is  more  likely  to  succeed  by  my  meeting  the  lady,  as 
if  it  were  accidentally. 

From  an  expression  that  fell  from  him  unawares,  and 
from  some  other  circumstances,  I  am  almost  convinced 
that  Lady  Amelia  Melton  is  the  woman  .my  brother  wisb^ 
es  me  united  to.^-^She  is  a  young  lady  of  distinguished 
beauty,  accomplished,  and,  in  point  of  birth  and  fortune, 
superior  to  what  I  have  a  right  to  expect. 

Immediately  before  I  went  last  abroad,  I  met  her  at 
Bath ;  and,  during  the  time  I  remained  there,  was  a  good 
deal  in  her  company.*!— I  was  then  struck  both  with  her 
beauty  and  accomplishments.  You,  I  believe,  have  never 
seen  her.^-^Were  I  to  describe  her  face  to  you,  feature  by 
feature,  you  would  have  the  idea  of  as  handsome  a  woman 
as  could  be  conceived :  yet,  when  you  came  to  see  her, 
you  would  recollect  having  seen  still  more  beautiful  wo- 
men. Lady  Amelia's  features  are  all  regular,  and,  sepa- 
rately considered,  seem  perfect;  but  the  union  of  thie 
ft^olc  \s  sofQewhat  deficient  in  ai^imatipn.    Her  pot^ve^^ 
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tioD  is  always  aenuble,  without  being  lively  or  Tery  en. 
lertaining.  Though  she  never  knew  any  di£Sculty  her^ 
aelf,  yet  she  is  ready  to  assist  those  who  are  in  distressed 
circumstances :  and,  what  in  the  eyes  of  some  may  a(^ 
pear  more  meritorious,  though  in  mine  it  is  less  amiable, 
she  seems  to  perform  acts  of  benevolence  more  from  a 
sense  of  duty  than  from  any  very  warm  sympathy  ^th 
the  distress  of  the  persons  she  relieves.  While  in  Lady 
Amelia's  company,  you  cannot  fail  being  pleased  with  her 
appearance,  and  approving  of  what  she  says :  when  out  of 
her  company,  she  is  apt  to  be  out  of  your  memory.  Her 
real  presence  is  necessary  to  keep  up  the  fervour  of  her  a- 
dorers. 

She  lost  both  her  parents  when  she  was  only  eleven 
years  of  age ;  a  misfortune  great  in  itself,  because  they 
were  both  of  excellent  characters,  but  rendered  still  great* 
er  from  the  circumstance  of  her  b^g  put,  from  that  timCy 
ixnder  the  care  of  her  aunt.  Lady  Aspc,  [wbo^  at  one  pe- 
riod of  her  life,  was  pretty  generally  thought  one  of  the 
handsomest  and  proudest  women  in  England,  It  is  now 
several  years  since  she  lost  oneJudfot  that  reputati(m-«» 
the  other  she  retains  in  full  force,  and  evidently  borrows 
all  the  aid  that  paint  can  lend  her  to  retain  both. 

The  high  value  she  puts  on  her  opinions  appears  in  the 
slow  decided  tone  in  which  she  pronounces  them  Her 
health  was  at  one  time  a  little  injured  by  dissipation  and 
fashionable  hours.  Instead  of  remedying  this,  by  remov- 
ing the  cause,  she  applied  to  medicine  to  remove  the  e& 
feet  while  the  cause  was  continued.  Her  health  is  now 
more  broken  than  ever.  Her  discourse,  which  formerly 
consisted  of  slanderous  anecdotes,  is  now  interlarded  with 
the  nauseous  jargon  of  tremors,  bile,  nerves,  &c. 

Nothing,  therefore,  could  be  more  unfortunate  for  La* 
dy  Amelia  than  to  be  obliged  to  live  with  a  woman  of  this 
cast.  Whoever  is  early  accustomed  to  that  kind  of  dis-^ 
course  is  apt  to  make  it  a  prevailing  tx^c  of  discourse 
through  life,  and  to  become  needlessly  and  whimsically 
solicitous  about  the  state  of  their  health.  All  persons  of. 
ih\s  dispositiop  ai*e  as  certain  to  be  governed  by  pbysjci- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ftiis  or  apothecaries  as  bigots  are  by  priests  and  fatb«r* 
confessors.  Perhaps  I  have  caught,  from  my  friend  Tem 
vers,  part  of  this  aversion  to  the  company  of  those  who 
are  eternally  speaking  and  thinking  of  their  complaints, 
past,  pesent,  and  to  come :  but,  from  whoever  it  is  dcii 
rived,  few  things  seem  to  me  so  oppresmve,  I  was  high« 
ly  pleased  with  what  Captain  '  ■  of  the  navy  once  said 
to  me. — In  spite  of  the  severe  shock  whidi  his  Qonsitudon 
received  by  his  long  residence  in  the  West  Indies,  he  re« 
tains  all  his  natural  cheerfulness :  and  on  my  observing  to 
him,  that  I  never  heard  him  com[^in  of  hb  health— <  Nor 
never  shal V  replied  he ;  *  that  being  a  subject  which  would 
jgive  my  friends  pain :  I  reserve  it  for  those  to  whom  it 
may,  perhaps,  afford  pleasure,  and  speak  of  it  only  to  the 
doctors.* 

This  habit  (for  it  is  entirely  a  habit  which,  like  others, 
increases  by  indulgence)  is  more  odious  in  women  than  in 
men.  For  my  part,  were  sentence  of  immediate  marriage 
to  be  pronounced  on  me,  I  should  beg  in  mercy  to  be 
coupled  to  a  woman  who  never  had  heard  that  nerves, 
veins,  arteries,  or  bile,  formed  any  part  of  her  compose* 
lion. 

My  friend.  Dr.  P—r,  a  man  versed  in  the  science,  and 
disdaining  the  mummery  of  his  profession,  assured  me 
that  few  things  are  more  pernicious  than  such  topics  of 
discourse,  and  nothing  more  infectious  to  young  womeQ 
than  the  sight  of  others  under  what  ar^  called  nervous  att 
tacks.  He  declared,  '  that  he  had  once  known  a  whole 
boarding-school  thrown  into  6ts  by  the  example  of  one 
bysterical  girl.  Spme  he  conceived  to  be  really  so  affect- 
ed, others  were  suspected  of  acting  the  part,  to  be  excus* 
fed  from  some  task,  or,  perhaps,  merely  with  a  view  to  he* 
fcome  an  object  of  attention  and  sympathy.* 

I  will  mention  another  instance  of  the  force  of  this  kind 
pf  contagion,  which,  however  extravagant  it  may  seem,  is, 
ifeyertheless,  literally  true. 

I  had  once  a  footman,  ifho  came  to  me  directly  from 
the  service  of  Lady  Aspic.  With  the  legs  and  shoulders 
pf  $n  Irish  chairman,  this  fellow  had  the  cheeks  of  a  Qer? 
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nan  trumpeter.  He  occasioimlTy  consulted  the  apothe- 
cary who  attended  the  family,  and  was  by  him  assured 
that  he  had  nerves  and  bile  as  well  as  his  mistress. 

Before  his  being  engaged  in  this  lady^s  service,  the  roan 
bad  always  been  under  the  necessity  of  working  a  great 
deal,  and  eating  very  moderately  ;  of  course  he  could  have 
digested  more  victuals  than  he  eat ;  but  afterwards,  having 
Uttie  to  do,  and  being  allowed  to  eat  as  much  as  he  pleas- 
ed,  he  generally  eat  more  than  he  could  digest.     This,  at 
last,  deprived  him  of  what  he  had  never  felt  the  want  of 
before,  and  his  chief  anxiety  was  derived  from  a  new 
source :— instead  of  labouring  for  victuals  to  his  af^etite^ 
he  applied  to  the  apothecary  for  an  appetite  to  his  vic-» 
tuals ;  but,  not  satisfied  with  the  stomachic  bitters  and 
other  medicines  sent  to  himself,  he  occasionally  preferred 
those  directed  for  his  mistress ;  and  being  more  pleased 
with  either  the  effect  or  taste  of  her  nervous  draughts 
than  his  own,  he  continued  to  steal  them  without  re^ 
morse,  until,  being  detected,  he  was  dismissed  her  serv- 
ice, and  soon  after  was  engaged  in  mine,  where,  as  Ben  al^ 
ways  rode  out  with  me,  be  had  little  or  nothing  to  do^ 
but  to  meditate  on  his  nerves,  and  his  bile,  and  his  flatu-» 
lenciesi  which,  be  had  learned  from  the  apothecary,  were 
the  origin  of  all  his  misery.    I  was  a  little  surprised,  ono 
morning,  to  see  this  fellow  enter  the  room  without  being 
called.    He  told  me,  in  a  doleful  voice,  *  that  he  was  a- 
fraid  he  was  infected  with  the  hysterics,  for  he  had  a  paU 
pitation  and  a  beating  in  his  veins,  which,  he  dreaded^ 
would  reach  his  arteries,  if  it  was  not  stopped  in  time  ; 
for  he  felt  a  dejection  of  spirits,  and  was  ready  to  cry.*^ 

I  ordered  him  to  go  and  ^ry  below  stairs ;  and  next 
day  paid  him  his  wag^  and  dismissed  him. 

When  he  had  spent  his  money,;  he  came  and  told  me 
that  he  was  in  great  distress,  and  begged  that  I  would 
reccmKuend  him  to  some  other  service.-^I  said,  <  that  no 
service  would  suit  him  so  well  as  his  majesty's ;  and  that^i 
if  he  pleased,   I  would  recommend  him  to  my  friend. 

Colonel  W ^  of  the  foot-guards.*    He  accordingly  en^ 

listigd  ai»  a  grenadier.     I  m^ t  him  soxae  months  i^fter  ^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


MORDAVilT.  S8l 

Ui^  parkt  aad  Itsked  <  how  his  hysterics  went  on  ?*  He 
swore  that  the  drill-serjeant  had  driven  them  entirely  a-j^ 
way  before  he  had  completely  leiMrned  his  exercise.—^  And 
your  pidpitations^^  continued  I  :••— ^  being  now  a  soldier^  I 
hope  you  are  free  from  them  ?^ 

f  That  I  am/  said  he.  <  There  is  no  such  disease  in 
our  brigade ;  as  the  French  will  find,  come  when  the/ 
^ill. — Your  honour  has  made  d  complete  cure  of  me*'* 

<  A  complete  cure  deservcfs  t  fee,  litjoined  I :  *  and  as 
it  will  be  more  convenient  for  you  to  receive  than  to  pa/ 
it,  here  is  a  guinea  for  ydii.^ 

I  have  since  been  assured  that  he  is  Us  alert  a  soldier 
as  any  ui  the  corps.  Thas  ah  useful  subject  was  made  of 
a  man«  ilrho»  had  he  been  allowed  to  remain  in  the  lady^s 
service,  was  in  danger  of  becoming,  from  mere  indolence 
and  example,  an  effeminate,  pufiy,  miserable  wretch,  for 
life. 

Now,  if  this  kind  of  discourse  and  example  could  have 
such. influence  on  a  robust  fellow,  I  leave  you  to  judge 
what  it  is  likely  to  have  on  a  delicate  girl. 

I  do  remember  that,  during  the  time  I  visited  Lady 
Amelia  at  Bath,  her  aunt  was  continually  admonishing 
her  about  her  health ;  narrating  the  dire  effects  of  open 
windows  and  piercing  air ;  interdicting  one  dish,  and  re- 
commending another ;  in  short,  doing  all  in  her  power  to 
subject  a  girl  in  good  health  to  all  the  inconveniences  of 
4>ne  in  bad,  and,  perhaps,  rendering  her  a  miserable,  sick- 
ly dru^taker  for  life.  ' 

I  could  not  help  thinking  that  such  admonitions  and 
such  discourse  tended  to  produce  two  pernicious  effects-* 
to  render  her  constitution  mor^  delicate^  and  her  ears  less 
so  than  they  originally  had  been.  And  were  a  woman  as 
beautiful  as  Helen,  as  virtuous  as  Penelope,  with  the  in^- 
fififte  variety  of  Cleopatra^  she  would  be  odious  to  me  if  she 
seemed  to  take  delight  in  medical  discourse,  or  could  bear 
the  most  distant  allusions  to  certain  subjects^  when  con- 
versing with  any  person  except  her  physician.  This  cir« 
cumstance  has  brought  the  attachments  I  have  experienced 
in  the  course  of  my  life  to  certain  women,  particularly 
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French  women,  to  a  ternmmtion,  sootter  Am  o^rwkt! 
would  haire  happened. 

I  have  a  great  notion  that  I  shall  hare  oocasidn  to  writtf 
soon  more  particokrly  of  Lady  Aspid  and  her  nicM. 
Meanwhile,  I  am^  &c 

J.  HORVAUKl^. 


LETTER  LXiX- 

From  the  Same  to  the  Same^ 

It  happened  as  I  expected*  I  had  accidentally  heard 
that  Lady  Aspic,  with  her  niece,  had  arrived  at  thedooh^ 
ess-dowager  of  ,  who  lives,  at  present,  at  no  great  dis^ 
tance  from  my  brother'^s.^ 

Knowing  that  he  has  tnib  highest  esteem  for  her  grace^ 
I  was  somewhat  surprised  that  he  had  tiot  proposed  to  pay 
her  a  visit.  As  he  did  make  this  proposal,  however,  im« 
mediately  after  the  arrival  of  those  two  ladies,  I  was 
no  longer  at  a  loss  for  his  reason  for  not  proposing  it  soon** 
er. 

He  did  not  mention  to  me  his  knowledge  of  Lady 
Amelia  being  with  the  duchess,  and  I  allowed  him  to  re- 
main  in  the  belief  that  I  was  as  ignorant  of  that  circum- 
stance ash  bought  I  was. 

Lady  Aspic  is  an  acquaintance  of  Mn  Plaintive.  I 
knew  that  Travers  had  sometimes  visited  her  with  him. 

When  the  day  was  fixed  fw  our  visit  to  the  duchess,  I 
informed  Travers  what  company  was  with  her  grace,  and 
added — '  Your  uncle  will  be  glad  to  receive  from  you  a 
particular  account  of  Lady  Aspic^s  health  :  I  hope,  th^re* 
fore,  you  will  take  the  jaunt  with  us.^ 

« I  thank  you  kindly,*  replied  he,  making  a  very  wry 
face :  ^  but  I  would  just  as  soon  take  a  dose  of  physic.'* 

<  What  shall  I  say  to  my  brother  ?  He  expects  you  will 
accompany  us.* 

^  Tell  him  I  am  engaged  to  dine  with  the  parson—He 
k  a  very  worthy  fellow.* 
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'■  <  Tiat  he  ii.    But,  to  my  kuowledgey  he  set  out  for 
London  yesterday.^ 

<  ^eil  him  I  am  to  dine  with  the  parson's  mother-— She 
18  A  very  worthy  woman,  and  nevet  complains  of  her 
health/ 

My  bfodier,  I  knew,  would  not  be  ill  pleased  that  Tra« 
vers  did  not  accompany  us,  which  was  my  reason  for  in* 
forming  him  that  L^dy  Aspic  was  with  the  duchess. 

When  my  brother  and  I  arrived  at  her  grace^s,  we 
feund  the  duchess  abne.  After  half  an  hour  of  agreeable 
conversation,  Lady  Aspic  entered.  She  entertained  us. 
widi  the  history  of  a  head^ch,  which^  before  she  had  Sq- 
uished, began  to  infect  me.— <  It  was  occasioned/  she 
said,  <  by  vexation  on  account  of  her  niece.  Lady  Amelia, 
who  had  been  indisposed/ 

The  duchess  expressed  surprise,  as  well  as  uneasiness ; 
untying — ^  that  she  had  never  seen  Lady  Amelia  look  bet- 
tor than  when  they  separated  the  preceding  night^ 
*  *  Looks  are  fallacious,^  said  Lady  Aspic ;  '  but  I  observ* 
ed  her  to  change  colour  a  little  before  she  retired :  on 
which  account  I  persuaded  her  to  take  some  drops,  which 
always  agree  with  her;  and,  accordin^y,  though  she 
seenieda  little  stckish  after  taking  them,  she  was  better 
towards  morning,  and  will  appear  at  dinner/ 

Though  I  had  seen  Lady  Aspic  immediately  before  I 
went  last  abroad,  and  knew  that  she  laid  on  whitCy  as  well 
as  red,  pretty  liberally,  yet  that  seemed  nothing,  when 
oompatvd  to  the  profusion  in  which  she  deals  in  those  ar- 
ticles now.  The  pains  she  takes  to  conceal  age  and  wrinklei 
render  them  more  apparent.  Her  grey  locks,  fantastical- 
ly twisted  and  perfumed,  her  cheeks  deeply  rouged,  and 
her  youthful  dress,  brought  Shakespeare'^s  lines  to  my  re- 
collection :— 

*  Hoary-headed  firoflts 


Fall  in  the  fresh  lap  of  the  crimson  j 
And  on  old  Hymen's  chin,  and  icy  crown. 
An  odorous  chaplet  of  si^eet  summer-budi 
Is.  as  in  mockery,  set.' 

A  gentleman   of  the   neighbourhood,   with    whom   I 
was  unacquainted,  was  announced ;  and,  soon  after,  two 
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of  the  most  spi'uce  figures  I  ev«r  bebeld ;  the  one  a  cler^ 
gyman,  the  other  an  officer. 

It  was  evident^  that  in  the  dresi^  of  the  first  an  anxious 
attention  had  been  fMiid  to  be  up  to  the  summit  of  the 
fashion,  in  the  most  minute  particular :  and  though  he 
kept  within  the  liidit^  prescribed  by  custom  for  the  eccle- 
siastics of  this  country,  yet  the  whole  of  his  dress  betray*' 
ed  this  gentleman's  desire  to  overleap  them,  and  get  to 
something  more  buckish. 

Travers  has  since  told  me,  <  that  this  young  man^  whosd 
name  is  Milliner,  had  received  a  liberal  education,  of 
which  few  traces  i^nKain,  extept  his  knowledge  and  taste 
in  the  cut  of  clothes,  which  he  acquired  at  the  university, 
from  som6  young  st-udents  of  fashion  with  whom  he  was 
acquainted  there,  and  in  whose  company  he  made  frequent 
excursions  to  the  capital.  He  is/  continued  Trarvers, 
*  always  silent  when  any  religious  or  literary  subject  is 
introduced  into  conversation ;  but  he  can  speak  very  ekv; 
quently  on  the  cut  of  a  frock,  a  button,  or  a  button*hole; 
and  makes  a  very  pretty  Agure  in  a  pulpit,  in  all  respect^y 
except  preaching. — ^^My  friend,  the  reverend  Dick  Mil* 
liner,'  he  added,  *  has  only  two  moderate  livings  at  pre-^ 
sent ;  but  it  is  thought  he  cannot  be  long  without  getting 
one  of  greater  value ;  for,  besides  his  knowledge  of  dressy 
he  plays  very  well  on  the  piano*forte ;  and  fewy  unless'  it 
be  professed  singers,  excel  him  at  a  catch.' 

The  officer  was  dressed  in  a  brilliant  Utoilbrm,  iirith  A 
tnost  umbrag^oufs  helmet  on  his  head,  and  an  immense 
sabre  fastened  to'  his  side,  and  trailing  on  the  ground*' 
This  warlHce  figure  I  soon*  recognised  to  be  no  other  thanr 
Billy  Vapour,  Perhaps  you  may  forget  the  name— but 
you  must  remember  die  little  trim  gentleman  whom  Tr»-* 
vers  accused  of  multiplying  his  person,  like  Henry  IV  at> 
the  battle  of  Shrewsbury  :  and  when  somebody  said,  *  that 
Mr.  Vapour  was  no  conjuror,* — *  Ht)W,  then,  will  you  ac- 
dount,'  said  Traversj  '  for  his  having  been  seen  in  three 
fruit-shops,  two  auction-rooms,  the  exhibition^  and  pano^' 
rama,  all  much  about  the  same  time  ?' 

6illy  now  belongs  to  a  volunteer-corps  of  light-horse' 
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q«Mirtered  in  this  neighboUthobd ;  atd  as  he^  aS  well  as 
Mr. '  Milliner,  is  a  distant  relation  of  Lady  Aspic^  the 
duchess  had  sent  both  an  invitation  to  dinner. 
.  Though  Captain  Vapour's  jacket  sitsr  as  dos^  td  his 
body  as  that  of  Harlequin,  yet,  as  his  niovements  i^e  also 
somewhat  in  the  style  of  that  ^gentleman,  in  whirling 
round  to  plaoe  a  screen  between  Lady  Aspic  atid  thef  fire, 
he  whisked  a  book  off  the  table  on  the  floor.— -^  Lard  T 
cried  Lady  Aspic,  ^  you  military  gentlemen  pay  no  atten* 
tion  to  books*  Let  me  see  what  book  you  have  thrown 
down.' 

*  It  is  a  volume  of  Spencer's  *  Fairy-Queen,**  whioh 
yoar  ladysbip^i  no  doubt,  has  read,^  said  the  dUchess*    • 

<  Fairy-Queen !'  replied  Lady  Aspic ;  <  mo,  I  cannoir 
say  I  have :  nor,  indeed,  did  I  know  that  Spencer  had 
ever  written  a  book :  bat  people  of  all  ranks  write  books 
now-a-days.-— How  doesr  your  grace  like  it  ?^ 

*  I  like  it  very  much/  said  the  duehess.  *  In  my  opi^ 
nion,  it  is  not  so  much  read  as  it  deserves  to  be.^  c 

*  After  what  your  grace  has'^  said^  I.  shall  certainly 
read  every  word  of  it,  when  I  have  finished  an  exceeding^ 
pretty  thing  that  I  received  lately  from  the  ciri^ulating 
library.  Nothing  of  equal  genius'  has  appeared  sineei 
*  Betsy  Thoughtless.' 

The  duchess,  who  is  as  good-natured  as  polite,  i»tro«» 
duced  another  topic. 

.   She  complimented  Captain  Vapour  on  the  appearance  of 
his  troop,  which  due  had^en  exereise  on  the  precedingday#: 

He  regretted  ^  that  her  grace  bad  not  seen  them  wben^ 
first  raised,  and  when  their  clothes  were  new  ^  because: 
the  men  had  been  since  so  much  harassed  with  field-days^^ 
and  damaged  with  rainy  weather,  that  they  had  lost  a 
good  deal  of  their  military  appearance/ 

'  I  understand  that  your  lieutenant-colonel  is  a  very 
active  and  intelligent  officer,'  rejoined  the  duchess. 

*  Active  enough,'  said  Billy :  *  be.works  and  wears  ue 
to  such  a  degree,  that  in  a  little  while,  in  my  opinion,  the 
regiment  will  not  be  worth  looking  at.' 

VOL.  VII.    .  a  B 
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^  He  is  mofe  soUcitoitB  that  it  should  make  ft  good  ip« 
pearance  before  the  enemy^  than  on  the  parade,^  said  the 
duchess* 

<  It  is  ft  hundred  to  one,  howerer/  said  Captain  Va« 
pour,  <  against  its  ever  appearing  before  the  enemy: 
whereas,  it  must  appear  on  the  parade  every  day.' 

<  I  should  not  think  the  chance  of  your  seeing  the  e* 
nemy  so  small  as  you  mention,'  resumed  her  grace ;  '  for 
I  understand  your  colonel,  and  the  officers,  are  disposed 
to  offer  their  services  in  Ireland,  if  necessary. 

<  Not  all  the  officers^  I  can  assure  your  grace/  said  th<$ 
captain. 

<  I  do  think)'  resumed  Lady  Aspic,  *  that  fatiguing 
marches  to  distant  parts  of  the  island,  and  serving  in  o- 
ther  countries,  ought  to  be  confined  to  the  mercenary^ 
army.  The  ministry^  in  my  opinion,  are  to  blame,  in  aU 
lowing  such  services  to  fall  on  the  tnifitia,  or  volunteei^ 
corps,  whose  officers  are  private  gentlemen^  and  men  of 
family.' 

I  must  asstu^  you,  by  the  way,  Sommers,  that  how^ 
ever  ridiculous  you  may  think  some  of  Lady  Aspic's  senti- 
ments, half  of  the  ridicule  is  lost  to  those  who  do  not 
hear  them  uttered  by  herself.  She  speaks  in  a  slow, 
quavering  tone,  through  her  nose— -a  habit  she  first  con- 
trftcted  by  twisting  up  that  feature  when  she  spoke  to 
those  whom  she  considered  beneath  her ;  in  which  dasai 
she  includes  the  whole  human  race,  except  such  English 
nobility  whose  titles  are  higher,  or  of  a  more  ancient  date, 
than  that  of  her  father.  As  for  foreign  nobility,  she 
makes  no  account  of  them  at  all.  This  habit  is  now  so 
confirmed,  that,  even  when  she  addresses  those  to  whom 
she  wishes  to  be  respectful,  she  cannot  entirely  divest 
herself  of  it ;  yet  her  nasal  quaver  -  was  in  a  more  meU 
low  tone,  when  she  spake  to  the  duchess  and  my  brother, 
than  when  she  addressed  any  other  person  in  the  com- 
pany. ^ 

*  Suppose  the ,  French  wjre  to  elude  the  vigilance  of 
our  fleet,  and  actually  land,'  said  the  duchess. 

*  Suppose  they  shoul3,'  replied  Lady  Aspic.-—*  If  every 
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ft^imfent  of  ttilttia  and  ydiuiCeer  c6rpii  shall  deftt^  the 
eounty  or  parish  to  Whiidi  they  belohg,  your  grace  (caniUit 
help  observing  that^ihe  whole  kingdom  will  be  ilefended.* 

The  solemn  alid  decided  tone  in  which  Lady  Aspib  pro- 
nounced this  ahaost  dTercame  her  graoe's  grati^:  she 
durst  not  trust  herself  with  any  answer:  which  my  bro* 
ther  observing^  said— »<  Ydur  ladyship^s  plan  would  un» 
Questionably  be  a  considerable  alleviation  bf  the  iatigues 
of  war  to  our  militia  tod  volunteto  <iorps.* 

<  I  do  assure  ytoi  my  lord^*  resun&ed  her  ladyships 
*  that,  to  my  certmn  knowledge^  though  th^  do  not  Uk^ 
to  complain,  y^t  many  of  them  bfegin  to  fed  the  war  rather 
inconveni^it ;  and  die  more  so,  on  lEuxxiunt  of  thiit  netr 
mode  of  transporting  the  milttik  to  serve  in  other  couri4 
tries&  All  innovations  are  dBngeh>us,  my  lord.  This 
abominable  French  revdiution  was  entirely  owing  to  a  qa** 
lit  of  innovation.    Does  not  your  lordship  think  so  ?  * 

*  In  li  great  measure,  asiuredly,*  replied  he«  '^  Alto< 
gether,  depend  upon  it,  my  lord,*  continued  slie,  <  noi 
thing  is  more  diingerous  than  taking  men  out  of  their 
usual  libe  <^  K£b  It  is  highly  reasonable  that  noblemen 
and  gentlemen^  who  entet  into  the  army  as  a  profession^ 
should  be  obliged  to  serve  in  foreign  oouhtries,  or  sdl 
their  commissioiis.  It  is  aldo  plt>per  that  clergyman 
should  be  obliged  to  preach  occasionally,  until  they  at- 
taiti  the  rank  of  bishops ;  but  it  would  be  cruel  to  expect 
it  afterwards^  The  militia  should  be  confined  to  the  pro-^ 
lection  of  the  county  to  which  they  belong,  and  sent  to 
no  other,  for  fear  of  accidents.  Volunteer  corps  should 
be  reviewed  when  the  weather  is  good,  and  receive  their 
colours  from  women  of  quality.  All  classes  of  .p^ple 
should  remain  within  the  limits  for  which  nature  intended 
ihoaii :  the  high  should  continue  high,  the  low  should  re- 
Buun  low,  with  a  middle  rank  between  the  two.  The  ori- 
ginal source  of  the  horrid  French  revolutioii  was  remov- 
ing low  men  from  their  proper  spheres,  and  making  them 
legislators.  I  hope  there  are  no  instances  of  the  same 
kind  in  the  class  to  which  yeur  lordship  belongs.'' 

2  B  a . 
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'  *  1  hope/  replied  my  brother^  *  we  art  in  n^  danger 
of  imitating  the  conduct  of  those  who  aH  present  govern 
France,  fn  that,  or  in' any  thing  else.* 
'  *  Yet  those  very  five  viUains  of  the  directory,  as  it'  is 
called,'  resumed  Lady  Aspic,  ^  who  make  such  a  shock-^ 
ing  figure  in  the  eyes  of  aH  Europe  as  statesuten,  may^ 
perhaps,  formerFy  have  excelled  in  their  respective  pro^ 
fessibns.  Indeed,  I  have  heard,—- for  «i4iat  can  be  said 
in  favour  of  criminals  should  be  told  as  well  a»  what  is 
against  them*-4I  have  been  assured,"!  say,  that  one  lead- 
ing member  of  their  convention  was,  previous  to  the  re-' 
tofution,  a  very  reputable  butcher.  All  the  members  of 
the  directory  may  have  been  as  highly  distinguished  in 
their  partieufair  Hnes  as  be  was  in  his ;  but  it  ought  not 
to  have. been  presumed  that  they  were  equally  fit  fop  go-  ' 
vierning  kingdom'a  All  the  mischief  they  have  produced 
has  arisen  from  their  having  been  removed  from  the  sphere 
in  which  th6y  were  useful.  Is  there  no  persuading  the 
wretches,^  ooBtinued  she,  ih  the  same  drawling  nasal  mo« 
xx>tony  with  which  she  had  begun,  *  Is  there  no  per- 
suading the  creatures,  I  say,  to  return  to  the  making  of 
shoes,  and  of  fricassees,  and  all  their  former  occupations, 
and  leave  the  world  in  peace  P— *Do  you  hot  thkik,  my 
}ord,  that  this  is  mightUy  ta be  wished?* 

^  I  certainly  do,*  replied  my  brother. 

*  Why  then,  a-6od*8  name,  my  lordy*  resumed  she, 
*  why  does  not  our  ministry  try  to  persuade  the  brutes  to 
return  to  their  old  trades.  They  have  tried  long  enough 
to  get  them  hanged ;  but  that  will  not  do,  though  the 
brutes  themselves  must  be  sensible  they  deserve  it ;  yet, 
depend  upon  it,  they  never  will  agree  to  that  measure : 
but  they  may  think  it  a  very  good  compromise  to  be  al- 
lowed quietly  to  return  to  the  exercise  of  their  ancient  oe«» 
cupations.  A  great  many  of  the  emigrants,  I  know,*  ooq« 
tinned  she,  *  would  be  against  this,  even  although  the 
king's  restoration  depended  on  it*  Nothing  will  satisfy 
them  but  having  all  the  guilty  executed :  but  the  emi* 
grants  must  be  overruled  in  that  point ;  and  the  present 
rulers  allowed  quietly  to  resume  their  lasts,  and  their 
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ctiriijig-iroiis,  and  tlidir  needles,  for  the  sake  of  peaee, 
since  a  better  cannot  be  made  of  it.— Have  you  any  ob»  : 
jection  to  thiis  pldn,  my  lord  T 

<  None»^  repK^  mfy  b:oth6r :  <  but  it  may  be  difficult  * 
to  persuade  those  low  fellows  in  the  directory  to  agree  to 
it.    Low  fellows  are  sometimes  very  obstinate.^ 

*  If  they  cannot  be  persuaded,  my  lewd/  said  she, 
*  they  should  be  bribed  ;-<«ihat  is  a  method  that  general- 
ly sueeeeds  with  low  fellows  as  well  as  with  high ' 

<rhe  entrance  of  Lady  A^nelia  ^ut  ap  end  to  the  dia^ 
lo^ue.    Farewell! 

J.  MOSUAUNT^ 


LETTER  LXX^ 

UY  DEAK  SOMMERS,  Jiote^MomL 

liApY  Amelia  Melton  is,  undoubtedly,  an  elegant  and 
beautiful  woman :  her  person  and  manner  are  both  im. 
proved  since  I  last  saw  her.  A  slight  blush  si#used  her 
fine  countenance,  when  the  ey^s  pf  the  cpmpany  turned- 
upon  her,  as  she  entered  the  roopi  :  this  was  ft  fresh  em-^ 
beUishment ;  for,  naturally,  her  face  is  rather  too  .pale* 
My  brother  glanced  at  me  with  an  air  of  triua)ph-«r*im« 
plying,  you  never  saw  so  handi^ome  a  womaq.  Except 
^e  incognita,  I  do  not  knof^  th^t  I  evj^r  did.  I  have  not  yet 
been  able,  you  will  perceive,  to  shake  that  lyoman^s  figure, 
from  my  imagination.  I  wish  she  had  stopped  a  little 
longer  ^t  the  cottage,  that  I  might  have  discovered  some* 
thing  in  her  face,  or  person,  to  have  found  fault  with  ;— 
but  she  was  whisked  a^ay  whi^n  I  w4s  in  the  height  of 
admiration ;  and,  in  the  glance^  sbp  threw  from  the  chaisfty 
there  was  an  expression  more  pleapdng  than  I  ever  beheld 
in  the  human  countenance  l^foite;  but  which  I  have  had 
since  repeated  a  thousand  times  to  qy  imagination,  sleep- 
ing or  waking. 
.    A^  fo|r  the  usual  paleness  of  Lady  Amelis^'s  face,  I  be«. 
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li^ve  it  piooe^dii  in  a  gve«t  tueafiu^  ftop  Uie  aimCs  pvcK 
seriptioiis. 

A  little  after  the  young  lady  eptere^,  one  of  the  cofo-* 
paay  meotioaed a nf.w  dis^im,  to  whicliqpwi a^e li^Ie ; 
wluoh  gave  Lady  Aapic  oooasian  to  veiMrkt  ^  that  theoa 
was  an  astoniabing  affinity  belwem  the  diaeasea  of  bpit^ 
and  thoae  of  the  human  qpy(ciea;'-^rand  she  was  prpoeed- 
ing,  when  Captain  Vapour,  struck  with  a  very  hacknqr^ 
allusion,  which  he  seaioed  to.eonsidev  aa  a  bright  thoug^t^ 
iatevrupted  her  by  addbg,  <  partmhr^  hetwetn  mm  wd 
homed  cattle.'* 

Many  a  man  has  injured  his  fortune  by  his  wit  I  did 
not  imagine  that  Billy  Vapour  would  ever  be  of  the  num- 
ber :  and  nothing  can  be  a  stronger  proof  of  the  difficulty 
of  suppressing  any  vSt/es^  vbieh  a  manj  however  erroneous- 
ly, conceives  to  be  witty,  than  that  Captain  Vapour  could 
not  retain  this,  though  he  was  solicitous  to  keep  the  good 
opinbn  of  Lady  Aspic,  knew  that  she  could  not  beur  to 
be  interrupted,  and  abhorred  allusions  of  that  nature. 

Her  brow  was  immediately  contracted  by  additioad 
wrinkles ;  her  breast  began  to  swell  with  additional  va» 
nom,  whi(&  was  ready  to  be  poured  on  the  captain,  when 
a  servant  announced  dinner.  The  duchess  rose,  and,  by 
tiie  most  flattering  attentions  to  her,  restored  goodJiu* 
mour» 

My  brother  was  seated  between  the  duchess  and  I^ady 
Aspic;  I,  between  her  grace  and  Lady  Amelia;  and  I 
had  some  agreeable  conversation  with  both ;  which,  how-t 
ever,  was  sometimes  interrupted  by  hints  from  Lady 
Aspic,  on  what  dishes  were  most,  and  what  least  salutary, 
I  observed,  with  pleasure,  that  Lady  Amelia,  though  she 
received  on  her  plate,  yet  hardly  tasted,  what  her  aunt  re- 
commended, and  showed  a  partiaKty  for  what  she  oon-i 
demned.  But  I  was  sorry  to  perceive,  that  she  seemed 
somewhat  infected  with  the  aunf  s  fantasies  concerning 
air  and  nerves.—- From  all  the  contemptuous  malignity 
that  distinguishes  the  aunt*s  conversation,  that  of  the 
niece  is  entirely  free  :  indeed,  had  she  not  naturally  beeii 
.  of  an  opposite  disposition!  the  displeasing  manner  in 
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«fhicb  bcr  mmf  s  ULtemper  was  coatimially  bursting  forth 
might  have  influenced  the  young  lady  to  adopt  a  bdhanour 
as  diffeMBt  as  possible  from  bera.  So  irresistible  was  her 
ladysfaip^s  propensity  to  say  what  was  dbob%ing,  that 
she  not  only  attacked  those  who  bad  given  her  any,  eVeti 
the  least,  provocatiosi,  but  she  could  not  always  refrain 
from  sarcasm  against  people  who,  so  far .  from  wislui^  lo 
offend  her,  did  every  thing  they  tboogbt  most  likely  to 
gain  her  good  opbnoa.  Several  proofs  of  this  she  exhi- 
bited before  we  had  done  with  dinner. 

I  should  have  mentionedi  that,  immediately  before  the 
duchess  seated  herself,  she  had  desired  the  clergyman  to 
say  graee.  He  was  at  that  iartant  complimenting  me  on 
the  fancy  of  my  waistcoat.  Her  grace''a  request  came  on 
bim  like  a  clap  of  thunder  in  the  middle  of  serene  wea- 
ther'^-he  had  not  the  least  suspicion  of  such  a  demand 
from  a  person  of  her  rank.  He  saw  that  C^)tain  Vapour 
was  ready  to  laugh  ;  and  be  blushed  like  a  young  maid* 
en,  to  whom  a  very  unbecoming  proposal  had  been  unea- 
pectedly  made.  Becovering  himself  at  last,:  however^  in 
some  degree,  he  mumbled  a  few  words  in  a  rapid  and 
most  irreverent  style,  and  then  tried  to  resume  his  usual 
pert  air. 

The  duchess  had  observed  all  this ;  and,  as  it  stmok 
me,  was  highly  ofiended.  She  behaved  to  him  aftee- 
wards  with  a  degree  of  coldness,  very  different  from  the 
reception  he  had  received  at  his  introductmn ;  but  stiU 
withi  politeness. 

In  the  com<se  of  conveirsatloii  at  table.  Captain  Vapour 
expressed  himself,  with  more  decision  than  he  had  done 
before,  against  the  meaimres  of  sending  any  part  of  the 
miikia,  or  accepting  the  ofier  of  any  volunteer  corps,  to 
serve  out  of  the  kingdom,  on  any  account  whatever. 
Notwithstanding  her  having  before  spoken  to  the  same 
purpose,  Lady  Aspie  could  not  l^t  this  opportunity  slip 
^f  venting  her  displeasure  against  the  poor  captain  ;-^ 
<  Well,*  said  she,  in  a  more  distinct  tone  of  voice  than 
usual,  ^  nothing,  in  idy  opioion,  can  be  more  cootemjpti- 
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ble,  tjbah  for  any  man,  who  ptetends  to  be  a  a(ddier,  Ao 
be  deficient  in  the  essential  article  of  counige.^ 

^  Upon  my  word,''  said  Mr.  Milliner,  <  I  am  entirely  of 
your  ]|ady8hip*8  opinion.  Nothing,  indeed,  can,  as  your 
ladyship  observes,  be  more  contemptible.'' 

*  Unless  it  be,?  resumed  Lady  Asjuc,  in  the  same  decir 
sive  and  distinct  tone  of  v<Mce,  f  a  plergypan  without  the 
least  appearance  of  religion.^ 

Having  pronounced  this,  sh^  presented  her  snuff-box 
to  Mr.  Milliner,  saying— *<  I  perceive,  sir,  ydu  take  snuff 
•-^wiU  you  try  a  little  of  mine  ?' 

Mr. '  Milliner,  without  betraying  the  saipe  disoompo- 
tfiure  he  hdd  done  when  he  was  desired  so  say  gr9ce,  took 
a  pinch,  and  said  ^  it  iff  s  excellent.' 
'  '<  I  was  afraid/  added  she,  ^  that  you  would  hav^ 
found  it  too  pungent.? 
'    <  Not  in  the  least,  •  replied  he. 

<  Indeed,^  resumed  her  ladyship,  f  this  snuff  is  very 
much  in  fkshidn.? 

'  <  I^it?^  said  the  dergyqian:  <  I  beg  your  ladydiip 
irill  indulge  me  in  another  pinch.** 
'The  duchess  rising,  the  ladies  withdrew  with  her 
grace;  and  the  men  fpllowed  soon  after, — all  but  Captaip 
Vapour  and  the  clergyman.  Who  beinglnformed  that  their 
chaifse  wks  at  the  gafte,  retired. together 
*  When  We  joii^ed  the  ladies,  I  overheard  the,  duchess, 
in  a  jocose  manner,  accuse  Lady  Aspic  for  having  been 
too  severe  on  her  relations,— <  As  for  the  captain  ,'^  replied 
die,  <^  your  grace  cduld  not  but  observe  that  he  had  pro^ 
yoked  me  by  his  petulance.^ 

■'■*  Perhaps  so,^  said  the  duqhess;  <  but  that  will  nolf, 
palliate  what  you  said  to  the  clergyman ;  for,  though  the 
young  pian  seems  to  hi|ve  the  weakness  to  be  out  qf 
<x>unten'anoe  at  performing  the  duties  of  a  professioq, 
ivhich  a  wiser  and  more'  pious  man  would  consider  as  an 
lionour,  yet  I  do  think  what  your  ladyship  said  to  htoi 
was  a  little  too  severe.-— Why,  you  might  really  as  Well 
4ia(ve  iasipuatpd  that  he  was  aa  atbeis;t«'  / 
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i  f  If  I  h^/said  Lady  Aspic,  '  h€  would  not  have 
Hpiinded  it,  nor  any  tbiog  else,  unless  I  had  insinuated 
that  be' v«$  a  ^  Quiz/  which,  I  understand,  is  the  fashion* 
ahte  teiw  &r  a  person  ridiculously»  that  is,  unfashipnublyy 
(dressed** 

As  all  the  tiine  that  Lady  Aspic  can  spare  from  the 
care  of  her  awa  healthy,  and  calumniating  her  neighbours^ 
is  dedicated  to  cards,  the  duchess  arranged  a  party  «( 
whbt,  in  n^hich  neither  Lady  Amelia  nor  I  were  inciad-^ 
ed*  li^r.  grfice  and  my  brother  were  partners  against 
Lady  Aspic  and  a  gentleman  who  bad  dined  with  us. 
Lady  Amelia  having  declined  playing,  I  remained  con* 
irersing  with  her  during  the  whole  evening,  which  I  pass* 
^  very  agreeably.-— -This  was  not  the  case  with  the  gen^ 
lI^Boan  wbo  was  Lady  Aspic^s  partner,  particularly  dur* 
ing  the  two  last  rubbers.  She  murmured  through  her 
pose  many  severe  r^flept^ops  agaipst  bim  for  holding  ba4 

.  H,e  bore  it  with  great  patience ;  acknowledging  the 
fetilt,  4nd  joaqdestly  hinting  that  it  was  involuntary. 

.  At  jthe  end  of  the  third  ri^bber.  Lady  Aspic,  b^ving 
lost  aH  Ae  ihree,  expressed  herself,  while  paying  the  mor 
ney,  with  redoubled  bitterness. — ^  She  could  not  coo* 
eieive  ^b^t  was  the  meaning  of  his  holding  such  very  bad 
cards.^ 

The  gentleman  confessed,  with  every  mark  of  contrir 
tion, '  that  his  cards  had  been  very  bad.^ 
.    *  3a4 !'  rejoined  she ;  *  they  were  detestable,  sir  !— 
I  never  saw  any  body  ho)d  ^uch  C4r4s  ;  I  own  I  do  no( 
understand  it* 

<  Why,  madam,  said  he,  ^  that  my  cards  were  bad  waf 
S|y  misfortune  as  well  as  your  ladyship's.! 

*  Tha^  is  nptbing  to  the  purpose,  sir,^  rejoined  she. 

^  I  really  do  not  know  what  apology  would  satisfy  you,' 
resumed  the  gentleman ;  *  but  I  may  safely  assure  youf 
ladyship^  upon  my  honour,^  laying  his  hand  on  his  breast^ 
f  that  I  had  al|  the  inclination  in  the  worl^  to  hold  goocjl 
l»rd&' 
1   f  Si^r  replied  she,  with  a  look  of  dignity,  and  in  tt)9 
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aeeent  peculiar  to  herself,  <  I  would  not,  wilfioglyi  aSl 
any  gentleman^s  honour  into  question  ;  but  I  oannothdp 
remarking  that  you  had  good  hands,  and  g^ietally  held 
two  honours  during  the  first  rubber,  when  you  were  he» 
grace^s  partner :  it  was  not  till  you  became  mine  that 
you  had  bad  cards,  and  seldom  a  single  honour  among 
them.  This,  you  will  permit  me  to  say,  seema  to  bo  a 
little  unaccountable.* 

The  gentleman  being  at  a  loss  how  to  understand  or 
answer  such  an  insinuation,  the  duchess  interfered,  say* 
ing,  with  a  gay  air,  ^  however  unaccountable  it  may 
eeem^  I  think  I  can  explain  it  on  your  ladyship^s  own 
principles.  You  have  often  told  me  that  the  countess 
of  Deanporfs  notion,  that  every  thing  at  whist  depends 
on  seats,  is  quite  erroneous.  Your  ladyship  maintaiss 
that  winning  or  losing  depends  on  what  youfealt  rtms; 
and,  that  when  any  body  is  in  a  run  of  good  luck  at  winst 
he  often  holds  honours ;  whereas,  if  he  is  in  a  run  of  bad 
luck,  he  seldom  does.  The  gentleman's  having  held  ho* 
nours  when  he  was  my  partner,  and  not  when  he  was 
yours,  therefore,  may  have  proceeded  from  my  being  at 
present  in  a  run  of  good  luck,  which  I  own  is  the  case^ 
and  your  ladyship^s  being  in  a  run  of  bad.* 

^  That  will  account  for  it,  unquestionably,*  replied 
Lady  Aspic ;  <  but  I  wish  your  grace  had  been  so  good 
as  to  have  informed  me  a  little  sooner  of  your  bekig  in  a 
lucky  run.* 

<  Why,  truly,*  replied  the  duchess,  <  I  only  began  to 
suspect  it  myself  after  I  had  won  the  second  rubber;  and 
I  was  not  absolutely  certain  until  after  I  had  won  the 
third.* 

My  brother  and  I  were  pressed  by  the  duchess  to  stay 
all  night :  but  he  seldom  sleeps  out  of  his  own  bed ;  and, 
as  the  weather  is  mild,  we  returned  to  Rose-Mount  very 
late* 

He  was  highly  delighted  with  the  pleasure  I  seemed 
to  have  taken  in  Lady  Amelia*s  company ;  and  I  joined 
very  sincerely  in  the  praises  he  bestowed  on  her  aa  we 
returned.    He  informed  me  that  the  duchess,  who  i»  her 
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^ant  relatioQf  regretted  Aat  the  ixHitiniiecl  to  live  to 
much  with  her  a|iqt»  and  would  be  happy  to  have  nioro 
of  the  society  pf  the  one>  if  it  could  he  obtained  without 
the  c^premvQ  taxation  of  the  others. 

But  liady  Amelia  thinka  herself  undor  obligatbn  to 
her  aunt  for  the  attention^  f^e  paid  her  after  her  motber^a 
death.  That  attentioui  undoubtedly,  baa  been  a  real 
misfortune ;  but,  in  spite  ci  this,  as  l4ady  Amelia  knowa 
that  it  would  afflict  Lady  Aspic  if  they  were  to  live  se- 
parate,  she  is  unwilling  to  propose  it  And,  though  she 
probably  wishes  it,  the  duchess  thinks  she  will  not  have 
the  resolution  to  make  any  such  proposition;  and,  of 
course,  will  continue  to  live  with  Lady  Aspic  until  her 
marriage.  This,  you  will  naturally  imagine,  cmmot 
fender  her  more  averse  to  matrimony ;  and  a  woman  of 
her  beauty,  birth,  fortune,  and  accomplishments,  must^ 
of  Qourse,  have  had  many  suitors. 

On  this  subject  the  oanvenMyti<m  was  pushed  no  faiu 
tiber ;  but  I  dearly  beUeve  that  Lady  Amelia  is  the  per- 
sfm  he  wishes  me  united  to.  I  do  not  dispute  that  the 
union  would  do  me  honour ;  but  I  question  much  whe- 
th^er  it  would  render  either  of  us  hiqppy.  She  has  been 
bred  up  with  infinite  tenderness  and  delicacy.  They  say 
she  is  of  great  sensibility,  and  easily  alarmed.  This  may 
$e  eaUed  amiable ;  but  it  is  dreadfully  troublesome.  She 
made  an  observation  about  nerves,  which  I  own  alarmed 
me.  But  I  hope  this  is  merely  a  plan  of  my  brother^ 
and  that  Lady  Amelia  hersfdf  has  no  thought  of  ever  be* 
ing  united  to  me,  but  would  reject  such  a  {Nfoposal  with 
disdain,  if  it  were  made  to  hen  I  have  so  much  good* 
will  to  her,  that,  w^re  she  to  consult  me  on  the  subject, 
X  should  most  sincerely  give  her  that  advicew^-^Adieu  { 

j^  voj^oAUirr. 

P.  S.  Just  as  I  was  going  to  seal  this  long  letter,  my 
brotlier  came  in,  and  told  me,  <  that  he  had  received  a 
note  from  the  duchess,  informing  him,  that  Lady  Aspic 
bad  heard  of  a  business  that  required  both  her  own  and 
h^  niece^s  presence  in  L<mdon  i  and  that  they  had  set 
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out  this  rery  morning.'-— I  j^rceived  that  this  gave  him' 
aome  uneasineto,  though  he  came  to  no  farther  explana- 
tion niUi  me.  As  I  intended  returning  to  the  capital  in 
a  day  or  two,  this  incident  will,  I  imagine,  make  him  a-* 
gree  to  my  leaving  him  with  less  difficulty  than,  perhaps, 
be  would  otherwise  have  done.  I  am  impatient  to  see 
the  marchioness,  who  has  returned  from  Richmond.  My 
next  will  probably  be  from  London*— Farewell  ( 


LETTER  LXXL 

Miss  H.  Clifford  to  Has.  Somaier^ 

MY  DEAR  JULIET,  Xo^ftw. 

In  my  last  I  informed  you  of  my  reconciliation  with  Lady^ 
Peanport,  and  the  more  easy  footing  I  was  then  on  with 
both  the  mother  and  the  son.  AH  that  is  now  over :  at* 
least  I  am  inclined  to  think  so.-^You  shall  judge. 

Her  ladyship  visited  my  aunt  the  very  day  after  she^ 
had  s^ken  so  courteously  to  me  at  the  ambassador's.  Her 
behaviour,  in  all  respects,  was  calculated  to  convince 
me,  more  and  more,  that  Mrs.  Demure  had  misrepresent-^ 
ed  her.  Two  days  after,  she  called  again  in  the  forenoon. 
She  turned  the  discourse  on  poor  Mrs.  Penham.  She 
said,  <  that  having  heard  that  her  eldest  son  was  destined 
for  the  army.  Lord  Deanport  had  offered  to  make  ask 
application  for  an  ensigncy  in  the  guards  for  him ;  that 
his  lordship  was  on  such  a  footing  with  administration, 
and  the  cprnmander  in  chief,  that  she  had  no  doubt  of  his 
succeeding,  and  desired  ma  to  write  to  Lady  Diana  on  the 
subject ;  and,  in  case  it  was  agreeable  to  the  youth's  mo« 
ther,  that  the  application  would  bo  directly  made.  Yoa 
may  imagine  how  much  I  was  delighted  with  all  this. 
Notwithstanding  that  I  have  usually  been  hurt  by  the 
obsequious  behaviour  of  my  aunt,  both  to  Lady  Deanport 
and  her  son,  yet  I  joined  in  the  attentions  she  paid  him 
when  he  came  into  her  box  at  the  opera,  after  this  obliging 
conduct  on  the  part  of  his  mother.  I  now  most  sincerely 
.^isbed  that  my  aunt  might  be  entirely  mistaken  in  be$ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


lAOtiimof  %b  lordship^  passion  Tat  me,  because^  being 
bensible  that  I  could  not  make  him  a  suitable  return,  h 
gave  me  uneasiness  to  think  I  should  ever  be  cruder  tbe 
necessity  of  giving  him  any.  I  really  felt  so  much  gtfoA 
%iU  towards  him,  that  it  mast  have  been  apparent  in  my 
whole  looks  and  manner. 

'  After  the  opera,  he  attended  us  to  ou^  carriage.  One 
6f  his  footmen  told  him,  just  as  we  were  stepping  in,  thett 
his  own  ehariot  was  fiir  behind^  and  oonld  not  get  up  to 
(he  door  for  some  time.  'My  aunt,  observing  that  it  ra1n« 
ed  a  little,  offered  to  set  Kim  dowttat  bisown  house,  whicii 
was  not  much  out  of  our  way*  I  did  not  entirely  relish 
some  of  his  behaviour  in  the  coach,  which  could  not  be 
observed  by  my  aunt ;  but  whieh,  I  afterwards  thought^' 
must  have  been  merely  accidental,«^so  unwilling  was  I  to^ 
construe  any  thiiig  to  his  disadvantage  which  could  bear 
a  favoQcable  meaning.  Lady  Deanport  called  the  lblbw<» 
in^  morning  <  and,  withoiA  coming  out  of*  her  chariot,  sent 
word  that  she  waited  for  my  aunt,  who  bad  just  before  in^ 
farmed  me  ^  that  she  expected  her  ladyshfip  ta  carry  hetr 
to  see  a  collection  of  birds,  at  no  great  distance  from  town^ 
and  that  she  should  not  return  until  about  the  usual  tiftie 
of  dressing  for  dinner.^ 

Afler  she  was  gone,  I  took  up  a  pamphlet,^  whidi' bat^ 
been  brou^t  that. very  morning.  When  I  tell  you  that 
it  pleased  me  highly,  you  will  readily  believe  that  it  wa^r 
not  of  the  nature bf  those  usually  sentto  my  uncle :  it  had 
no  reference  to  that  everlasting  source  of  caluniiny  and. 
dissension,  die  politics  of  the  dayv  Much  ^  bat  has  been> 
written  on  that  subject  might  be  called,  The  Paim  of  Re-* 
Oollection.  The  performanee  which  pleased  me  so  inncb^ 
is  entitled.  The  Pleasures  of  Memory.  X  have  sent  it  to^ 
you  by  the  stage,  with  an  earnest  prayer,  my  dearest  Ju- 
liet, that  your  life  may  continue  to  be  supplied  with  inci*- 
dents  of  the  most  pleasing  remembrance^ 

^s  I  finished  the  perusal.  Lord  Deanport  was  shown  in^ 
to  the  room.  Though  I  was  a  little  surprised  at  his  lord- 
sbip^s  entrance,  the  pleasure  I  had  received  from\the  po^m 
must  bave  been  predominant  in  my  countenance,  and' 
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»ay  have  beeii  imputed  by  him  ta  my  MtisfildtiMi  at  hit 
appearance :  indeed,  as  $oon  as  I  recollected  what  he  had 
luidertaken  in  favour  of  young  Denham,  ha  judged  in 
ioBBe  measure  right 

He  had  not  sat  long,  before  he  began  to  compliment 
me  on  my  looks,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

I  bowed,  and,  without  tdung  farther  notice  of  the 
€ommon*pIace  praise,  started  another  subject.  He  did 
not  answer  my  lead,  but  resumed  the  stale  stnuh. 

^  Why,  you  told  me  all  thia  last  night,  my  lord,*  sud 
L  ^  Are  you  surprised  that  I  look  as  Irall  in  the  monn 
ing  as  I  did  in  the  eveaing  ?* 

To  this  he  replied,  at  first,  with  the  smile  which  is  his 
usual  resource  when  he  has  no  other  answer  ready.  And^ 
after  recollection,  he  added,  with  an  obsequious  gesture^ 
and  in  a  tone  which  appeared  to  me  rather  ridicukniti 
though  certmnly  intended  to  be  very  captivating,  <  That 

he  thought  me  charming  at  all  times ;  thaf  *    ' But  I 

need  not  repeat  what  he  said ;  you  have  had  it  all  ad« 
dressed  to  yourself,  my  dear^  twenty  times^  by  twenty 
different  men. 

<  Fray,  my  lord,*  siud  I^  interrupting  him,  ^  did  you 
never  feel  remorse,  for  trying  to  render  the  l«ainsof 
women  more  giddy  than  they  naturally  are,  by  flattery  ?* 

<  I  know  one  woman,*  said  he,  bowmg  very  obsequi^ 
ously,  ^  to  whose  merits  I  cannot  do  even  justice/ 

<  Leave  the  woman  then,**  replied  I,  laughing,  <  to  do 
jfustioe  to  herself;  she  is  probajbly  fully  apprized  of  $Al 
the  merit  tbat^really  belongs  to  her.  Her  faults,  indeed, 
may  escape  her  discernment ;  but,  believe  me,  my  lord, 
it  is  a  thousand  to  one  that  the  most  minute  of  her  good 
qualities  will  not.* 

I  remember  I  spoke  this  in  a  very  gay  manner.  How 
it  struck  the  man  I  know  not ;  but,  with  a  vivacity  un- 
usual to  him,  he  swore  I  was  irreustible,  seized  my  band, 
and,  before  I  could  disengage  it,  proceeded  to  other  li^ 
berties. 

Forcing  myself  from  him,  I  rung  the  bell  twice,  very 
Imskly.    He  stood  disconcerted.    When  the.  servant  en* 
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feted;  I  pronouDcedi  with  as  much  colJinwigg  I  oduUt  Uk 
suflie)  ^  his  hrdship^a  carnage.'^ 

«  I  walked  hither,^  said  he,  with  a  disturbed  voice. 

I  nodded  to  the  footman^  to  retire ;  which,  when  he  hod 
done,  I  replied,-^^  Your  lordship  may  return  in  thtif 
aaikie  manner/ 

He  began  an  upciogy;  but,  before  he  had  finished,  I 
left  the  room. 

When  my  aunt  returned,  I  made  no  mention  to  her  of 
what  had  happened ;  nor  shall  I  to  any  other  person.--^ 
Ihcfpe  we  shall  see  no  more  of  his  lorddiip ;  and  I  shall, 
widi  patience  and  resignation,  bear  b^ng  pitied  by  my 
aunt  and  others,  as  one  of  those  unfortunate  nymphs, 
who,  after  having  entertained  amUtious  hopes,  have  been 
fcwsaken  by  highlxMrn  faithless  swains.  The  lamentatbnd 
of  my  aunt  will  be  sincere :  those  of  some  other  of  my 
female  friends,  who,  I  could  easily  perceive,  saw  his  lord« 
ship^s  attentions  to  me  with  envy,  will  be  uttered  with  the 
accent  of  sorrow,  and  the  sensation  of  joy. 

Yet,  people  are  so  dexterous  at  finding  excuses  for 
their  own  conduct,  and  so  ready  to  censure  that  of  others, 
that,  I  dare  say,  his  lordship  thinks  I  behaved  like  a 
coquette  at  the  beginning  of  this  business,  and  like  a 
prude  at  the  conclusion.  I  regard  not  what  he  and 
tnany  others  may  think;  but,  as  I  dislike  both  th^s^ 
characters,  it  is  o£  importance  to  me  that  my  friend,  and 
only  confidant  in  this  transaction,  should  be  satisfied  that 
I  was  actuated  by  the  spirit  of  neither.  You  cannot  but 
have  observed,  my  dear,  that  when  I  relaxed  a  little  in 
appearance  from  the  indifference  I  really  felt  for  thia 
lord,  on  my  first  getting  acquainted  with  him,  it  was  not 
from  a  spirit  of  coquetry,  but  merely  to  vex  Lady  Dean- 
port,  who,  I  perceived,  was  dreadfully  out  of  humour  at 
her  son^s  attentions  to  me,  and  I  had  no  other  way  of  re- 
taliating on  her  for  the  malicious  style  in  which  she  spoke 
of  Lady  Diana.  When  I  afterwards  had  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  I  had  been  misinformed  with  regard  to  her, 
and  knew  his  intentions  regarding  ypung  Denham,  my 
behaviour  was  still  less  prompted  by  coquetry,  but  en- 
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^rely  by  genuine  good  will,  as  it  would  have  Ueeft  toi. 
wards  any  man  of  his  rank,  for  whom  I  had/uo  other  sen** 
timent* 

;  A%  for  the  iinpUtatioii  of  prudery,  that  gives  me  still 
les^cdnoeru}  for^  although  his  lordship'^s  behaviour  ih 
the  coach  was  equivocal^  and  the  liberties  he  att^npted 
next  daiy  of  ncf  vety  helnous'  nUture,  yet  I  could  not  help 
considering  the  second  as  an  explanation. ef  the  firstir 
-Perhaps  in  this  I  may  be  mist&ken ;-  but  the  very  circum- 
fitaoce  of  his  rank  in  life,  if  hich  had  increased  my  9stht 
of  obligation  for  hb  friendly  copduct  regarding  Mrsv:DeQ(- 
ham^s  family^  and  which  softeaed  my  behaviour  to  him^ 
had  a  contrary  effect  when  he.  attempted  libettie»  which  I 
should  have  repelled  in  any  mad,  be»t  which  ought  to  be 
more  guarded  against  from  a  man  of  rank  thim  another,r^ 
and  which  excite  greater  indignation^  because  ^e  idea  he 
himself  entertains  of  hi»  high  bkth  may  be  ibe  source  of 
his  presurr^tion. 

I  should  not  like  to  be  thou^t  oVer^nice  and'  sorupu*^ 
Ions  by  any  wothan  of  sense  and  virtue,  (for  men  are  no 
proper  judges) :  but  a  beboming  pride,>  independent  of 
any  superior  consideration,  I  am  convinced/  will  juttify 
my  treating  thi&  noble  lord  as  I  did^ 

I  should  be  as  well  pleased,  however,  to  hear  nothing 
more  crot  this'  subjects  .  It  is  not  likely  that  his!  lordship 
should  evcfr  mention  it*  You  write  sometimes  t^  Lady 
Diana :  I  beg>  my  dear,  that  you  will  give  no  hint  to  hen 
-^Whether  Lord .  Deanport  will-  ever  wish  to  see  mft 
more,  I  know  no%;  but  I  am  determined  to  avoid  him  as 
much  as  I  decently  can.  It  will  be  difficult  to  account 
for  this  to  my  aunt,  without  letting  her  know  the  whole, 
which  I  am  not  inclined  to  do.  This  difficulty  I  must 
encounter  directly,' for  I  bear  her  coming.    Adieu ! 

H   CUFFOEJXr 


Digitized  by 


Google 


LETTER  LXXII. 
James  Grikoill,  Esq.  to  the  Countess  ofDEAXPORt^ 

MY  BEAE  LADY  OEAKPOSTy  — — ^r^,  fTofer. 

Why  should  I  expatiate  on  the  cruel  disappointment  I 
have  met  with,  when  I  can  g^ve  you  a  complete  idea  of  it 
in  three  words.-«-The  man  is  dead  i-^his  whole  fortune  is 
left  to  another,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  legacies  to  poor 
relations,  and  one  hundred  pounds  to  me^  to  purchase  a 
mourning  ring.-^-Curse  the  legacy  and  the  legator !— ^Did 
you  ever  hear  of  any  thing  so  perfidious  P— »I  never  had 
the  least  suspicion  of  the  fellow  whom  he  has  appointed 
his  heir.— How  could  I  ?  He  is  but  a  very  distant  rela^ 
tion,  of  the  name  of  Evans,  a  young  artist,  as  poor  as 
Job—said  to  have  genius :  that  alone  would  have  pre^ 
Tented  me  from  suspecting  him  ?— Whoever  knew  for- 
tune so  very  bountiful  to  genius  P—^As  it  is  now  appa^ 
rent  that  he  is  one  of  her  favourites^  he  will  henceforth 
be  ranked  among  the  dunces« 

This  young  fellow  had  been  s^nt  abroad  by  the  old  hy- 
pocrtte,  who  remitted  him  small  sums,  to  enable  him  td 
prosecute  his  studies  as  a  planter.  I  met  him  when  he 
was  last  at  Dresden ;  and^  as  I  knew  that  he  wrote  some^ 
times  to  Phillips,  I  thought  it  prudent  to  show  the  feU 
low  every  civility  in  my  power.  I  recommended  him  to 
Mr.  Mordaunt,  and  to  several  English  gentlemen,  who 
bought  pictures  of  him.— He  seemed  wonderfully  grate- 
ful, and  be  d — d  to  him  i  Every  body  is  grateful,  as  your 
ladyship  knows,  while  they  are  receiving  favours :  ingra- 
titude never  begins  tiQ  the  benefactor  loses  the  power  or 
inclination  of  granting  more.  One  person,  who  had  pur- 
chased several  of  his  pictures^  carried  them  to  England, 
and  showed  them  to  Phillips,  speaking,  a^  the  same  time, 
very  highly  of  the  lad^s  private  character — ^  that  he  would 
be  an  honour  to  his  family,*  &c.  This  gave  the  old  do^ 
tard  the  first  idea  of  making  him  his  heir.— -The  will  was 
made  privatdy'*-4he  attorney  and  witnesses^  were  sworn 
yot.  vn.  8  c 
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to  secredy.— -Never  was  an  innocent,  uniKuspecting  man, 
so  completely  duped  as  I  have  been.  It  is  enough  to 
drive  one  mad,  to  think  on  the  cursed  fatality  by  which 
I  contributed  to  my  own  misfortune.  If  I  had  not  re- 
commended this  young  piippy  to  the  officious  blockhead 
who  carried  his  works  to  Phillips,  and  spoke  of  him  as  pne 
who  would  do  honour  to  his  family,  the  old  rascal  would 
never  have  dreamt  of  leaving  him  more  than  two  or  three 
hundred  pounds  ;*-i'even  that  would  have  been  too  much 
for  such  a  beggarly  dog*-*-— Honour  to  the  family! — D — a 
him,  he  is  ■What?-'^  painter,— -a  fellow  employed^ 
from  morning  to  pight,  in  spreading  colours  on  canvass^-* 
in  endeavouring  to  impose  on  mankind,  by  giving  beauty 
to  features  intended  to  express  deformity;  by  putting 
sense  into  countenances  which  honest  nature  intended  for 
fools ;  and  very  often  representing  actions,  for  which  thosQ 
who  performed  them  deserved  to  be  hanged.  I  have 
heard  of  one  of  them,  (who  is  called  a  man  of  great  geni.ua 
too),  who  is  employed  in  painting  a  series  of  pictures,  in 
which  Satan  himself  plays  a  principal  roll. — ^And  this  they 
call  one  of  tlie  fine  arts.— »A  very  fine  art,  truly ;  but,  fine 
or  coarse,  is  nothing  to  the  purpose : — ^Phillips  had  no 
taste  for  it,  in  any  of  its  branches :  lie  never  paid  a  far- 
thing for  a  picture  in  his  life,  except  once,  to  an  itinerant 
limner,  whom  he  accidentally  met  at  the  inn  at  Landilo. 
-—As  the  story  will  give  your  ladyship  some  idea  of  what 
a  brute  this  kinsman  of  mine  was,  it  is  worth  recounting* 
The  limner,  being  in  distress  for  money,  offered  to  paint 
Phillips's  portrait,  or  that  of  any  of  his  friends,  for  a  mo- 
derate sum.  Phillips  took  him  home  in  his  carriage,  say-* 
ing, — *  That,  as  for  his  own  face,  it  was  not  worth  paint-^ 
ing  i  but  that  he  should  like  to  have  the  portrait  of  a 
worthy  friend  of  his,  who,  he  feared,  was  in  a  declining 
way.**— Who  do  you  think  this  friend  was  ?  Why,  an  old 
Welch  pony,  who  had  carried  him  up  and  down  the 
mountains  for  above  a  dozen  years :  and  who,  as  he  assert- 
ed, had  rendered  him  more  essential  services  than  any 
friend  he  had.  The  portrait  of  the  horse  was  painted  ac- 
cordingly :  it  was  thought  so  lik^  that  Phillips  paid  the 
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artist  double  the  sum  he  had  bargained  for,  hung  it  up  ia 
his  parlour,  and  never  looked  at  it,  after  the  death  of  the 
original,  without  a  sigh,  and  a  short  panegyric  on  his  ex* 
cellent  qualities,*— Did  your  ladyship  ever  hear  of  any 
thing  so  inconsistent  ?  That  the  same  manj  who  could 
behave  with  such  generosity  to  a  vagrant  dauber,  and 
showed  so  much  regard  for  the  memory  of  an  old  horse,, 
should  be  capable  of  the  blackest  ingratitude  to  his  near* 
est  male  relation<-««K>ne  who  had  hurried  from  the  conti- 
nent on  the  first  rumour  of  his  danger*-^who  had  attend* 
ed  him,  with  much  assiduity,  during  a  tedious  illness--- 
who,  on  his  account,  had  been  agitated  between  hope  and 
fear,  for  months  together; — ^aud,  after  all,  tp  be  thus 
treated  !  I  hope,  from  the  bottom  of  my  soul,  that  the 
old  villain  is  now  suffering,  in  the  other  world,  for  all  his 

No,  no,  'I  will  not  carry  my  resentment  that 

length.  I  have  strong  reasons  for  hoping  there  is  no  such 
place ;  it  is  best,  on  the  whole,  that  he  should  remain  with<p 
out  feeling,— Hang  him  !  he  never  had  either  feeling  or 
natural  affection,  otherwise  he  would  not  have  blasted  all 
my  expectations  in  this  manner.  So  far  from  having  any 
sympathy  with  me,  on  recollection,  and  putting  circum-* 
stances  together,  I  begin  to  think  that  he  enjoyed  my  pre- 
sent disappointment  by  anticipation.  I  now  perfectly  re-  / 
member,  that  several  times,  when  I  was  displaying  great 
uneasiness  on  account  of  his  sufferings,  or  was  more  than 
commonly  assiduous  in  offering  him  my  assistance,  a  kind 
of  contemptuous,  or  sarcastic  smile,  appeared  in  his  coun- 
tenance.— *Is  it  possible  that  the  old  fox  really  penetrated 
through  all  my  disguises,  and  saw  the  true  state  of  my . 
mind  P     On  my  conscience,  I  half  suspect  it. 

To  maintain  the  appearance  of  genuine  sorrow,  when 
the  heart  overflows  with  joy,  is  a  very  difficult  attempt. 
We  see  it  tried,  every  day,  by  heirs,  widows,  and  others, 
without  imposing  on  any  mortal.  T  do  not  believe  it  was 
ever  executed  in  a  more  exquisite  manner  than  by  your 
ladyship,  after  my  lord^s  death*  I  have  reason  to  believe 
that  my  attempts  have  been  less  successful.— I  remember, 

2c  S 
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one  time  in  particular,  a  little  before  Phillips  died,,  I  stood 
at  his  bed-side,  sighing  very  boisterously,  and  making 
every  effort  to  muster  affliction  or  despair  (if  possible)  in- 
to my  countenance :  I  shall  never  forget  the  expressive 
ironical  glance  he  threw  on  me ; — it  made  a  transient  im- 
pression at  the  moment  ;^t  makes  a  deeper  oil  recollec- 
tion. I  believe,  in  my  conscience,  that  the  unrelenting 
old  villain  meant  it  to  say-— <  Sigh  and  sob  as  yoU  pleUse, 
Cousin  Grindill— you  do  not  deceive  me ;  and,  with  alt 
your  hypocri^,  you  will  be  confoundedly  bit.' 

But,  if  that  glamce  had  meant  as  much  as  BurleigfaV 
shake  of  the  bead  meant  in  the  play  of  The  Critic^  I  de- 
serve it  all,  for  recommending  that  cursed  little  prig,  at 
Dresden,  to  the  notice  oiaxtj  of  my  acquuntance. — Oh  f 
that  stings  deep. 

Yet  I  cannot  accuse  myself  of  having  been  often  guilty 
c£  teasing  my  friends,  in  favour  of  needy  vagabonds^  nei- 
ther. What  a  c^ruel  aggravation  f  that  I  should  have  de- 
viated from  my  usual  prudence  in  this  single  instance, 
and  thereby  contributed  to  kis  happiness  who  is  the  ruin 
of  mine  I — After  all,  this  may  not,  perhaps,  tend  to  his 
happiness  at  the  long  run  :  there  is  some  comfort  in  that 
(hooght  Had  Phillips  left  him  only  a  moderate  legacy, 
he  would  have  persevered  in  the  practice  of  an  art  in 
which  he  took  much  delight,  and  in  which  I  was  assured 
(in  spite  of  what  I  said  before)  he  was  daily  improving  : 
he  might  gradually  have  acquired  fortune  and  highr  re- 
putation, and  passed  his  life  more  agreeably  than  he  is 
likely  to  do  after  this  windfall,  which,  it  is  a  thousand  to 
one,  wilt  relax  bis  efibrts,  blast  his  hopes  of  improvement 
as  a  painter,  sink  him  into  indolence,  and  overwhelm  him 
with  ennui.  This  might  have  occurred  to  the  old  scoun- 
drel on  his  deathbed*  He  might  have  reflected,  that  by 
such  an  unjust  will  he  would  render  me  miserable,  with- 
out making  this  distant  cousin  of  his  happy. 

Tet  I  question  whether  even  that  consideration  would 
have  had  any  weight  with  a  man  so  completely  selfish  and 
devoid  of  principle :— but,  of  one  thing  I  am  certain, 
that,  by  this  diaboGcal  will,  he  has  made  me  suffer  as 
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much  Tjsxalioii  io^  ^alUy,  as  I  hfid,  in  appearance,  on  ac* ' 
count  of  bis  ^Iness,  I  am  sure  I  need  suffer  no  other. 
But  though  I  may  say>  with  Hamlet,  <  Man  delights  not 
meP  I  cannot  add,  nor  tpoimn  ncUher ;  for  I  still  have  the 
|dea$ure  of  reflecting  on  thp  favour  with  which  your  lady- 
ship honours  me,  jpn  every  r^vjerse  of  fortune. 

I  could  not  delay  a  moment  in  acquainting  you  with 
what  has  happened ;  and  your  ladyship  will  not  be  sur- 
prised that  my  letter  is  written  in  an  incoherent  style. 
Prompted  by  a  variety  of  painful  feelings,  I  must  remain 
in  this  cursed  country  for  some  time  longer ;  but  I  shall 
^ave  the  honour  of  waiting  on  yoji  in  London  very  soon. 
I  remain,  your  ladyship's  most  faithful  and  most  afflicted 
)iumble  servant^ 

¥,  S.  This  misfortune  has  come  so  unexpectedly,  that 
1  have  nothing  provi4ed ;  afid  neyer  in  my  life  stood  in 
inore  need  oi  a  supplyp 


J-ETTEE  LXXIII. 

Miss  HOEATIA  ClIFFOAD  to  Mas.  SOHMERS. 


JL  ou  are  right,  my  dear— this  business  did  not  end  where 
I  expected.  I  really  was  in  hopes  that  his  lordship^s 
pride  would  have  been  so  much  wounded  by  the  issue  of 
our  last  interview,  that  he  would  never  have  deigned  to 
attempt  to  renew  it.-— In  this  hope  I  have  been  disap- 
pointed. I  received  a  letter  from  him  of  apology  for  bis 
oonduct,  imputing  it  to  theVervour  of  his  passion,  admira- 
tion, 8ec.  which  made  him  forget  himself  for  a  moment ; 
and  this  is  followed  by  a  thousand  protestations  of  re- 
qpect,  affection-*-!  don^t  know  what ;  and  concludes  with 
a  request  to  be  allowed  to  wait  on  me  the  same  day,  or 
the  following,  on  a  hutinesa  on  which  the  happiness  of  his 
fffhoU  lifcy  as  he  very  formally  protests,  depends. 

This  letter  vexed  me  heartily.    I  foresaw  that  it  would 
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be  the  forerunnier  of  disputed  with  my  Mtit,  which  I  h^ve 
dways  endeaToured  very  careftiUy  to  avoici*  Being  told 
that  the  servatit  who  had  brought  the  letter  waited  fot&n 
answer,  I  immediately  wrote  one  to  the  fdlowing  e^etU 
•—•  1?hat  I  should  think  no  more  of  the  affair  which  be 
seemed  so  anxious  about,  and  hoped  that  he  would  gtv(& 
himself  as  little  concern.--«^-^I  thanked  him  for  the  po* 
lite  enpressions  in  his  letter ;  but  as  I  was  fully  convinced 
that  I  had  not,  and  never  could  have,  a  connection  with 
any  thing  on  which  the  happiness  of  his  lordship^s  lifede* 
pended,  I  desired  to  be  excused  from  the  interview  h^ 
requested,  and  also  from  the  honour  of  receiving  any  more 
letters  from  him^^ 

A  few  days  after,  I  was  a  good  deal  surprised  to  under» 
stand,  on  n|y  return  from  an  airing  with  my  uncle,  that 
Lord  Deanport  had  called  and  passed  a  full  hour  with 
tny  aunt.  I  saw  by  her  countenance  that  she  was  full  of 
what  she  had  considered  to  be  of  great  importance,  and 
waitied  with  impatience  for  an  opportunity  of  communicat- 
ing it  to  me.  My  uncle  asked  two  or  three  times,  during 
dinner,  if  any  thing  particular  had  happened.-*He  receiv- 
ed a  note,  which  obliged  him  to  go  out  earlier  than  usual. 

My  aunt  then  informed  me  that  Lord  Deanport  had 
been  with  her,  and  had  expressed  great  uneasiness  on  ac^ 
count  of  a  coldness  which  had  taken  place,  on  my  part, 
towards  him ;  that  be  had  spoken  of  me  in  the  highest 
terms  of  admiration,  and  had  b^g^d  of  her  to  use  her  in- 
fluence with  me,  that  he  might  be  allowed  to  pay  his 
CQUrt  to  me  as  formerly*  She  then  commented  to  me  on 
'  the  folly  of  behaving  with  coldness  to  a  suitor  of  his  im- 
portance :  <  for,^  added  she,  <  although  he  did  not  speak  of 
marriage  in  direct  terms,  it  is  evident  that  he  intends  it, 
and  probably  Will  make  the  piropoiud  the  very  first  timc^ 
you  give  him  an  opportunity/ 

As  I  perceived  that  be  had  not  mentioned  to  my  aunt 
the  immediate  origin  of  die  coldness  he  complained  of,  I  aU 
«o -thought  it  best  not  to  enter  into  any  detail  on  thai  sub- 
ject. I  contented  myself  with  expresung  much  concern 
for  uot  being  able  to  tneet  the  wishes  of  so  near  and  so  af- 
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fectionate  a  relation  ;  but  that,  in  an  affair  of  this  person- 
al nature,  I  must  be  allowed  to  be  directed  by  my  Own 
feelings. 

*  As  I  could  guess  pretty  nearly  what  she  would  have 
urged,  and  as  I  wished  to  avoid  altercation,  I  pronoun- 
ced this  in  a  more  decided  manner  than  I  ever  spoke  to 
my  aunt  before.  The  consequence  was  what  I  expect- 
ed-^She  parted  from  me  without  deigning  to  say  another 
word. 

Next  forenoon  I  happened  to  be  amusing  myself,  look- 
ing at  a  collection  of  prints  in  a  small  room  adjoining  to 
the  library,  when  my  aunt  entered  it  with  my  uncle,  who 
was  just  returned  from  his  ride.  She  immediately  began 
to  state  to  him  what  had  passed  between  Lady  Deanporjt 
and  her  the  preceding  day.— The  door  was  not  quite 
ishut — I  heard  distinctly  what  was  said.— 'She  certainly 
thought  I  was  in  my  own  apartment-^I  believe  I  ought 
to  have  withdrawn :  but  as  there  was  no  other  way  of 
quitting  the  room,  than  by  passing  through  the  library,  I 
had  not  the  courage  to  move :  and  this  enables  me  to  give 
you  the  following  dialogue.— After  complaining  of  nay  nru 
accouniuMe  ohatinacy  in  refusing  to  hearken  to  the  ad- 
dresses of  Lord  Deanport,  my  aunt  begged  of  her  hus- 
band to  use  his  influence  with  me,  that  I  might  not  a  se- 
cond time  allow  a  most  advantageous  match  to  escape 
from  me ;  and  concluded  by  asking,  •  when  he,  or  any  of 
tny  friends,  could  expect  that  I  should  have  such  another  , 
offer  r 

Mr*  DartUey.  That  is  a  question,  my  dear,  which,  I 
confess,  I  cannot  answer* 

-  Mrs,  Damley.  The  Earl  of  Deanport  is  young,  hand- 
-some,  rich,  of  high  rank,  and  likely  to  obtain  some  distin- 
guished office  in  the  household. 

Mr.  D,  Perhaps  you  mean  in  the  state  or  army,  my 
dear  ? 

Mrs.  D.  By  no  means,  my  dear.  The  one  is  trouble- 
some, and  the  other  dangerous,  especially  at  the  present 
times.  An  office  in  the  household  is  equally  honourable, 
and  by  mi^ch  the  safest    And,  besides,  my  lord's  lady 
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may  have  an  office  in  it  as  well  as  bis  lordship,  which  she 
could  not  have  in  the  state  or  annjf 

Mr.  2>.    Have  you  represented  all  this  to  Hor^tia  ? 

MrB.  Z>.     That  I  have,— again,  and  again,  ^d  agtun. 

Afn  p.  Since  so  many  alluring  ci|rcum8tances,  unit* 
ing  in  one  m^,  are  not  able  to  bias  her  in  his  favpur,  do 
you  not  im^ioe,  my  dear,  that  this  forms  a  strong  pre- 
sumption of' her  having  a  very  valid  reason  for  refusing 
him? 

Mr%.  D.  No,  Mr.  Damley,  she  can  have  no  reason 
for  refusing  such  a  man  as  Lord  Deanport,  except  her 
baving  taken  a  fancy  for  some  other, 

Uf.  2>t  W^,  my  dear,  if  that  should  be  the  case,  dp 
you  not  think  it  a  pretty  valid  reason  ? 

Mr%.  2>*  Nqt  at  all :  for  that  must  be  mere  capric^ 
und  will  soon  wear  off. 

Mr.  D.  Let  us,  at  least,  wiut,  my  dear,  till  it  doef 
If  ear  off. 

Mrs.  D.    It  will,  then,  be  too  lale. 

Mr.  D.  Of  that,  my  dear,  we  cannot  be  sure ;  but  of 
this  we  are  absolutely  certain— that  to  begin  to  persuade 
a  woman  to  marry  one  man,  before  her  love  (or  caprice, 
if  you  please)  for  another  is  worn  off,  would  be  beginning 
too  sopn. 

Mrs.  A  I  haye  known  many  instances  of  women  who 
have  beopme  fond  of  their  husbands  after  marriage, 
though  they  were  not  in  love  with  them  before*  Feople^s 
tempers  conform  and  accommodate  to  each  other  on  near 
acguaintance,  and  when  they  haye  a  common  interest 

Mr.  D.  I  have  known,  at  least,  as  many,  my  dear,  of 
women,  who,  bein^  indifferent  about  their  husbands  be-, 
fore  iparriage,  cam^  to  detest  them  after  it,  predsely  be* 
cause  they  became  better  acquainted  with  them.  I  shaU 
only  instance  your  relation,  ppor  Charlotte,  who,  in  spite 
<yf  her  dislike  of  the  man,  was  persuaded  to  marry  Sir  Jkw 
seph  Waddel.  She  fs^  told  that  she  would  like  him 
better  and  better  by  degrees,  that  she  would  enjoy  great 
alSuence,  and;  of  course,  live  very  comfortably.  Instead 
pf  better  and  better,  however,  the  pooi^  woman  (you  told 
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jm  yoursfelf)  likiss  him  worse  and  worse,  lives  very  vfieom^ 
Jprtably,  and,  of  course,  has  little  or  no  enjoyment  in  her 
affluence. 

Mrs.  D.  There  is  a  difference  between  Sir  Joseph 
IVadd^l  and  a  handsome  young  man. 

Mr.  D.  There  is  so.  Yet  a  woman  who  dislikes  them 
both,  in  my  humble  opinion,  should  marry  neither. 

Mrs.  Df  Be^es  being  young  and  handsome,  Loid 
X>eanport  is  a  peer. 

Mr.  D.  You  seem  to  ^ve  a  great  partiality  for 
peers. 

Mrs.  D.    Depend  upon  it,  all  womankind  have.  ^ 
,  .  Mr.  D.    I  have  sometimes  thought  that  men  sacrificed 
jather  too  much  to  obtain  that  rank— I  can  be  no  longer 
irf*  that  opinion ;  but  now,  for  the  first  time  in  my  life,  I 
regret  very  much  that  I  am  not  a  peer. 

[My  aunt  was  certunly  a  good  deal  affected  by  this 
last  speedi  of  my  uncle.— I  distinguished  the  tone  of 
tenderness  and  emotion  in  her  voice,  while  she  said] 

Mrs*  2>.  You  do  me  great  injustice,  if  you  are  not 
persuaded  that  there  is  one  commoner  whom  I  prefer  to 
the  whole  house  of  peers. 

Mr.  2>.  Since  that  is  the  case,  my  dear,  I  am  again 
reconciled  to  my  rank  in  life,  and  have  no  longer  a  wish 
for  a  peerage. 

Mrs.  D.  After  all,  my  good  friend,  donH  you  think 
the  world  will  be  greatly  surprised  if  you  neglect  to  do 
every  thing  in  your  power  to  prevail  on  your  niece  to  a&» 
cept  of  so  advantageous  an  offer. 

Mr.  D.  I  have  made  it  a  rule  through  life,  my  dear, 
to  consider  whether  a  measure  is  right  or  wrong  in  itself^ 
and  to  act  accordingly,  without  considering  in  the  least 
whether  the  world  would  be  surprised  or  not.  If  Hon^ 
tia  does  not  like  the  man,  which  there  is  great  reason  to 
believe  is  the  case,  it  would  be  wrong  in  us  to  persuade  ^ 
the  girl  to  marry  him,  merely  to  prevent  the  world  from 
being  surprised. 

Mrs.  D.  Not  merely  for  that,  though  the  opinion  of 
(lie  world  ought  tp  h^iy^  sope  weight,  but  alsi^  beci^sjei^ 
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the  man  in  queistion  i$  elegant,  accomplished^  and-^ 
and-*- 

Mr.  D.     And  a  lord. 

Mrs,  D.  \eTj  well— I  do  acknowledge  that  in  my  o* 
pinion,  that  very  circumstance  ought  to  have  considerable 
weight. 

Mr^  2>.  I  grant  it,  my  dear :  but  you  must  admit  al* 
$0,  tliat  although  all  women  have  a  taste  for  lords,  yet 
some  lords  are  not  to  every  woman's  taste.  Now  the^parti- 
^ulsir  lord  in  question,  with  .all  his  elegance,  happens  not 
to  be  to  the  taste  of  your  niece,  which,  in  my  opinion, 
overbalances  the  advantages  whicl^  you  think  he  pos- 
sesses. Let  me  tell* you,  my  dear,  that  a  young  woman 
is  placed  in  a  very  dangerous  situation  who  is  married  to 
ja  man  she  does  not  like. 

Mrs.  D.  I  feel  no  uneasiness  on  that  score.  Horalia 
has  had  too  f^A  an  education,  and  is  Of  too  virtuous 
principles,  ever  to  deviate  from  the  fidelity  she  wiU  owe 
to  her  husband. 

Mr.  D.  I  have  a  very  high  ofnnion  of  Heratia,  and 
the  utmost  affection  for  her ;  on  which  account  I  am  the 
more  averse  from  having  any  hand  in  persuading  her  to 
become  the  wife  of  a  man  she  does  not  love.*— I  wish  to 
keep  those  I  value  out  of  danger. 

Mrs.  Z>.  Good  Heavens !  Mr.  Darnley,  what  strange 
fancies  you  have.  Can  you  imagine  that  a  woman,  well 
educated,  who  has  always  been  in  good  company,  who  is 
married  to  a  man  of  high  rank 

Mr.  2>.  Rank  makes  no  odds :  there  are  as  many 
cuckolds  in  the  House  of  Peers  as  in  the  Court  (^Alder- 
pen* 

Mrs.  D.  Well,  Mr.  Darnley,  you  really  astonijilh  me. 
I  never  heard  you  speak  such  language.  Have  ]^  such 
an  opinion  of  Horatia  Clifford  as  to  think  that    ■  ■  ■ 

Mr.  2>.  You  mistake  me,  my  dear ;  I  mean  no  iuM- 
nuation  against  Horatia :  I  love  her  as  much  as  I  could 
were  she  my  daughter.  There  is  no  young  woman  en 
earth  of  whom  I  have  a  higher  esteem  ; — ^but,  I  repeat  it;^ 
I  would  not  place  any  person  J  love,  young  or  old,  man 
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ist  yrtmm;  ih  ddfigi^foiit  litiiitidtis,  if  I  could  Avoid  it  t 
tod,  A  ymiTig  woman  who  i»  married  to  a  tuan  she  distik^iSy 
is,  in  my  opinion,  in  a  very  dangerous  situation.  But,  if 
you  will  liot  admit  ib  to  be  datigeroUs^  ytni  ^cannot  deny 
it  that  it  is  disagreeable,  which  id  sufflcieut  to  d^ter  her 
friends  from  pressing  her  into  it.  Besides,  my  dear,  as 
women  do  not  enjoy  all  the  privileges  whieh  men  do,  I  am 
for  leaving  them  in  the  fall  possession  of  those  they  have, 

Mrs.  D.    I  do  not  understand  to  what  you  allude. 

Mr.  D.  Why,  my  dear,  as  the  fair  sex  are  not  allows 
fA  to  pay  their  addresses  to  those  they  like,  I  am  clear 
fat  supporting  them  in  the  privilege  of  rejecting  the  ad- 
dresses of  those  they  dp  not  liff e^  whether  peer  or  poni;. 
^noner. 

Mrs.  D.  As  Horatia  has  never  hinted  a  ptrepo8$esstofi 
in  favour  of  another  man,  her  objection  to  Lord  Dean^ 
port  must  proceed  from  her  having  heard  something 
against  his  temper  or  disposition.  ]>)  you  not  tbii>k,  then, 
it  would  be  worth  while  to  make  some  inquiry  on  thif 
liead  ?-HAnd,  in  ease  of  its  being  found  that  such  rumours 
are  giH>undleS9,  you  will  then,  perhaps,  judge  prop^^r  to 
f^nvince  my  niece  of  her  error. 

Mr.  D.  If  the  case  were  precisely  the  reverse,  my 
dear  ;-^if  Horfttia,  on  account  of  his  rank  and  handsome 
person^  were  inclined  to  marry  a  man  of  a  bad  character 
nor  temper  i  I  should  th^nk  it  my  duty  to  bring  proofs  of 
tthis  to  heri  that  she  tnigbt  alter  her  intention :  but,  in  tb$ 
present  case,  notwithstanding  her  having  no  prepossession 
in  &vour  of  another,  she  seems  to  be  averse  from  marry- 
ing this  man.  It  is  true  thai  tliere  are  women^  whow 
irom  motives  of  interest  or  ambition,  do  marry  men  for 
whom  they  have  a  contempt  or  aversion ;  but  Horatia 
(does  not  possei»  that  kind  of  philosophy.  And  she  ba^ 
^n  so  many  occasions,  manifested  so  great  a  desire  to 
oblige  me,  that  I  cannot  bear  to  make  a  request  which  she 
may  have  an  invincible  repugnance  against  complying 
^ith,  and  yet  have  great  pain  in  refusing.-^I  feel  much 
uneasiness  at  this  moment,  my  dear,  in  not  agreeing  to 
lybat  you  have  pr(^}osed  with  so  much  earnesti\ess  :-^why 
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should  I  ^w  equal,  or,  perhaps,  greater  uneasiness,  to 
one  who,  I  know,  has  the  utmost  inclmation  to  oblige 
me? 

[There  was  no  immediate  answer  made  to  this.  After 
a  short  pause,  my  aunt  said] 

Mn*  D.  My  dear,  I  cannot  answer  what  you  have 
said— *I  believe  I  have  done  wrong  in  pessing  Horatiar— * 
I  ought  not  to  reason  with  you— -I  am  a  weak  reasoner— « 
I  wonder  you  could  think  of  marrying  a  woman  who  can 
argue  so  ilL 

Mr.  D.  It  was  not  on  account  of  your  arguing  talents 
that  I  married  you,  iny  dear,  but  for  a  thousand  more 
amiable  qualities,  by  which  you  have  rendered  me  a  very 
happy  husband.  One  of  them  is,  thc^  you  acknowledge 
a  mistake  as  soon  as  you  are  made  sensible  of  it,  even 
though  it  be  in  the  heat  of  the  dispute,  which  is  a  degree 
of  candour  that  very  few  great  disputers  are  capable  of. 

[Here  a  footman  entered,  and  having  pronounced  the 
name  of  Greneral  Randal,  they  both  left  Uie  library  with 
that  eagerness  which  they  always  have  to  see  that  gentle^ 
man,  and  I  slipped  to  my  own  apartm^t,  extremely 
pleased  not  to  be  known  to  have  pverheard  so  singular  a 
conversation.] 

My  aunt  entered  my  room  some  ^e  afterv—'  Your 
uncle  haB  convinced  me,  my  dear,^  said  she,  holding  forth 
her  han^,  <  that  I  was  wrong  to  trouble  you  \n  the  man- 
ner I  did  about  Lord  PeiUiport|  I  kpow  you  are  angry-— 
Pray  let  us  be  friends.^ 

I  need  not  inform  you,  Juliet,  what  return  I  made  to 
so  an  affectionate  an  address— -it  quite  overpowered  me. 
I  do  not  know  that  I  could  have  refused  her  any  thing. 
—I  am  glad  she  did  not  at  that  moment  renew  her  re- 
quest respecting  Iiord  Deanport.*»fI  will  not  describe  the 
scene  which  passed  between  us,  farther  than  just  to  men- 
tion one  expression  of  my  aunt.— <  You  have  been  peci^ 
liarly  fortunate,  my  dear  Hciratia,^  said  she,  <  in  your 
nearest  relations.  Your  father  was  a  man  of  acknowledg- 
ed honour  and  admirable  good  sense ;  your  mother  was  a 
^int ;  and  to  your  poor  aunt  you  are  obliged  fpr  being 
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tilece  to  the  most  just  and  most  benevolent  mdn  in  Eng« 
land.' 

I  could  not  love  my  aunt  more  than  I  did ;  but  I  cer- 
tainly faav^  a  higher  esteem  for  her  than  ever. 

I  knew,  niy  dear  Juliet,  that  this  detail  would  give  yoa 
{pleasure;  I  stayed,  therefore,  from  the  opera,  that  I 
might  have  the  pleasure  of  writing  it    Yours,  ever. 


LETTER  LXyiV. 
Lady  J)iana  Franklin  to  Miss  H.  Clifford, 

MY  DEA]fe  HORATlA,  PUmton. 

I  HAVE  had  hints,  in  various  letters  ffoM  London,  re^ 
Specting  the  attentions  which  have  been  of  late  paid  to 
j^ou  by  the  earl  of,  Deanport ;  biit,  as  yoil  nefver  men* 
tioned  that  nobleman  iti  your  own  letters,  I  tck)k  it  for 
granted  th^it  itiy  co-respondents  had  mistaken  the  usual 
tx>liteness  of  A  man  of  high  birth  for  extraordinary  cour* 
tcJsies ;  therefore,  iri  my  letters  to  you,  I  took  no  more 
tiotice  of  the  hints  than,  in  yours  to  me,  you  did  of  the 
attentions.  I  should,  probably,  have  continued  the  same 
conduct,  had  I  not  received  a  letter  from  your  uncle  by 
the  last  post,  in  which  h6  tells  me,  that,  though  at  one 
time  you  iSeemed  rather  pleased  with  the  preference  which 
the  earl  gave  you,  which  was  also  countenanced  by  the 
countess  his  mother,  you  have  since  declared  to  your 
aunt,  *  that  you  wei'e  determined  to  discourage  his  ad- 
dresses, and  even  to  avoid  giving  him  any  opportunity  of 
making  them.'— -Do  not  imagine,  my  dear,  that  I  mean  to 
impute  blame  to  you  for  not  consulting  your  relations  or 
friends  respecting  your  acceptance  of  a  man  whom  you 
felt  yourself  determined  to  reject,  in  case  he  should  make 
you  a  proposal  of  marriage.  I  think  it  rather  conform- 
able to  your  general  conduct,  that  you  waved  informing 
them  you  had  an  admirer  of  that  rank,  since  you  felt  no 
inclination  to  favour  his  addresses.  Many  young  ladies, 
even  if  they  had  come  to  the  same  resolution,  would  still 
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hare  thought  they  derived  importanee  ftom  having  i% 
known  they  refused  such  an  offer. 

As  this  young  nobleman  hag  been  represented  to  me, 
however,  as  remarkably  polite,  handsome,  accomplished^ 
and  free  from  some  of  the  excesses  of  which  the  young 
xnen  of  the  age  are  accused ;  and  as,  at  one  period*  you 
received  his  attentions  in  a  favourable  manner ;  I  confess 
I  should  like  to  know  (provided  you  feel  no  reluctance  a* 
giunst  giving  me  the  information)  what  determined  you 
to  change  your  befaaviour,  and  take  such  a  decided  reso. 
lotion  against  him. 

I  have  tried  to  account  for  this  by  various  conjectures  ; 
and  particularly  by  one,  which  nothing  but  the  strongest 
proofs  of  attachment  and  affection  to  me,  which  you  have 
on  different  occasions  evinced)  joined  to  the  indignation 
you  feel  against  all  whom  you  have  reason  to  believe  are 
ill-disposed  towards  me,  could  have  raised  in  my  mindt 
It  is,  that  the  coldness  which  has  long  existed  between 
Lady  Deanport  and  me  may  have  had  weight  in  deter- 
mining you  oa  this  occasion.  If  there  is  any  foundation 
for  this  conjecture,  I  beg  that  every  thing  of  that  nature 
may  be  thrown  out  of  the  scale ;  for,  whatever  prejudices 
Hgmnst  me  may  have  arisen  on  her  ladyship^s  part,  they 
would,  in  all  probability,  be  effaced  in  case  the  connection 
in  question  should  take  placed  and,  even  although  no 
great  intimacy  should  ever  exist  between  her  and  me,  I 
should  still  feel  a  very  sensible  satisfaction  in  your  being 
advantageously  married. 

Notwithstanding  what  you  tell  me  of  the  agreeable  si* 
luation  of  the  marchioness  at  Richmond,  I  fear  she  will 
think  it  strange  that  I  have  been  so  long  without  waiting 
on  hen  On  other  accounts  my  absence  from  town  at  pre- 
sent is  vexatious ;  but  I  plainly  perceive  that  my  leaving 
Mrs.  Denham  at  present  would  afflict  her  more  than  her 
weak  state  of  mind  and  body  could  bear**^I  must  not  pro- 
pose it  till  she  gains  a  little  more  strength  :  she  has  no 
other  friend.— Adieu  I  my  dear  Horatia. 


Pray  give  me  a  little  light  respecting  Lord  D» 
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LETTER  LXXV. 
Miss  Houatia  Cliffohd  to  Ladt  Diana  Peanklin* 

MY  DEAR  LAJ)Y  DIANA,  London. 

Xl AYiNG  someiime^  heard  people  turned  into  ridicule  tor 
asking  their  friends  advice,  whether  they  should  accept 
or  reject  those  to  whom  they  were  already  married;  or  at 
least  fully  determined  to  marry,  I  thought  it  would  be 
equally  ridiculous  to  consult  mine  respecting  the  addresses 
of  a  man  whom^  in  case  of  his  ever  making  the  proposal  to 
me,  I  was  fully  resolved  to  refuse. 

I  am  happy  to  find  that  you  do  not  disapprove  of  this« 
But  you  wish  to  know  my  objections  to  a  man  of  high 
rank,  who  has  been  represented  to  you  as  handsome^  po« 
lite,  and  accomplished. — With  regard  to  the  first,  it  would 
be  afiectation  to  pretend  to  look  on  it  as  an  article  of  no 
weight ;  but  I  may  say,  with  truth,  that  when  I  perceive 
it  has  a  great  deal  with  the  man  himself,  it  has  very  little 
with  me 

As  for  the  second,  I  do  consider  it  as  essential  to  the 
character  of  a  gentleman  ;  and  I  know  that  Lord  Dean« 
port  is  spoken  of,  by  some  people,  as  remarkably  polite. 
Without  troubling  you  with  my  precise  idea  of  that  term» 
I  shall  only  say,  that  I  dislike  his  lordship^s  kind  of  pa-* 
Kteness.  He  performs  the  common  civilities  of  society  as 
if  they  were,  in  him,  acts  of  condescension.  His  air,  his 
gesture,  his  stately,  yet  obsequious  bows,  .all  betray  a  no* 
tion  of  his  own  superiority. 

The  great  use  of  politeness,  as  my  dear  and  ever-la- 
mented father  explained  it  to  me,  is  to  correct  the  partt* 
ality,  and  check  the  rapacity,  of  self-love.  He  compared 
politeness  to  a  mask  with  the  features  of  benevolence,  by 
which  men  try  to  cover  the  deformity  of  selfishness.  Some 
wear  this  mask  so  awkwardly,  that  they  continually  show 
part  of  the  ugly  features  behind  it ;  others  let  it  fall  from 
their  face  entirely,  by  too  profound  and  too  frequent 
bendings.  This  accident  has  frequently  happened  in  my 
presence  to  the  noble  lord  in  question     He  who,  in  the 
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midst  of  tiie  homage  he  pays  to  the  company,  ptunly  dis^ 
eayeri  that  he  thinks  himself  superior  to  them  all,  certain^ 
ly  defeats  the  purpose  <rf'  politeness.  Such  a  man  is  Kke 
one  who,  in  the  very  act  of  obsequiously  bowing  to  ano- 
*ther,  is  all  the  while  admiring  his  owii  attitudes,  in  a  mir- 
Yor  placed  behind  tlie  person  he  preiends  to  be  treating  t» 
co^nrteously^ 

I  have  often  beheld  Lord  Deanport  acting  thid  ridicu-^ 
knis  part,  and^  all  the  time,  he  seemed  convinced  that  he 
was  admired  by  the  sp^tators  as  nmch  as  he  admired 
himself. 

I  tried  to  discover  on  #hat  his  own  admira'tbn  cOidd  be 
fodnded ;  for,  afl^  all,  a  man  md^,'  hi  spite  of  the  delu^ 
sions  of  vanity,  know  something  of  himself.  I  could  find 
out  nothing  oti  whidi  he  could  possibly  rest  it,  unless  it 
irere  his  figure  and  rank :  in  evety  attainment  ^that  de- 
pends on  gffnius  and  e^ertio/n  he  must  be  sensible  of  de- 
ficiency*  This  consciousness  would  have  been  advantage-^ 
ous  if  it  had  prompted  him  to  acquire  what  he  felt  the 
want  of.  It  has  had  no  such  effect  on  this  noble  lord : 
he  seems  only  solicitous  to  conceal  the  deficiences ;  and 
can  hear  with  complacency,  instead  of  blushes,  praise  for 
imputed  accomplishments ;  than  which  I  know  no  strongs 
er  proof  of  a  mean  mind.  Pride  on  account  of  qualities 
we  do  not  possess,  or  actions  we  never  performed,"  b  pride 
which,  according  to  Pope^'s  expression,  *  licks  the  dust^ 
I  acknowledge,  at  the  same  time,  that  pride,  on  account 
of  high  birth,  is  natural  to  man :  and,  when  accompanied, 
as  it  often  is,  with  a  desire  of  imitating  the  example  of 
illustrious  ancestors,  it  rs,  in  a  great  measure,  justifiable. 
But,  to  be  inflated  with  pride  on  account  of  being  de- 
scended from  those  to  whose  characters  our  own  has  na 
resemblance,  and  whose  example  we  never  attempt  to  foU 
low,  is,  in  my  opinion^  equally  absurd  and  ridiculous. 

From  what  I  have  had  opportunities  of  observing  ia 
life,  I  am  led  to  think,  that  persons  bom  of  high  rank  are 
in  general  more  unassuming,  and  possessed  of  greater  ease 
of  manner,  than  those  who  are  raised  to  the  same  rank  by- 
marriage,  or  otherwise.     If  what  I  have  heard  of  the  late 
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Lcnrd  i)ewport  1^  true»  Ui  lordihtp  and  Ub  lady  were  iiw 
staneis  of  tbe  tniik  of  this  remark ;  for  h^  bai  been  de^ 
scribed  to  me  as  a  man  of  very  degant  manners.  It  is  lo 
be  legf ettedi  indeed,  that  the  politeness  and  elegance  of 
manner^  which  generally  belongs  to  pec^  of  birth,  is  not 
always  aceotapanied  wiUi  benevolence.  It  gave  me  pain, 
in  a  company  #bere  I  was  lately,  to  bear  it  asserted,  that 
ibe  late  Lord  Deanpmt  was,  with  all  his  politeness,  de- 
void of  tbal  virtue ;  and  that  every  a}^pearance  of  it  in  hi^ 
conduct  proceeded  from  ostentation  aind  vanity. 

To  return  to  your  letter^^— you  liaVe  been  informed, 
that  at  one  time  I  behaved  to  Lord  Deanport  in  a  manner 
that  made  people  imagine  that  his  addresses  wer^  agree-' 
siM  to  tae ;  and  you  wish  to  know  tiky  reasons  (or  the  al-^ 
tenitioik  that  afterwards  took  place  in  nty  conduct-^I 
own  I  intended  Co  have  concealed  this  from  you  ;  but  the 
inclination  you  express  to  be  acquiunted  with  the  whole  is 
more  than  sufficient  to  make  me  overcome  the  reluctance 
I  had  to  trouble  yon  with  such  a  communication. 


N.  B.  The  r^st  of  this  letter  consists  of  an  account  of 
Misis  ClifFord^s  first  acquaintance  with  Lord  Deanport,  the 
rude  manner  in  which  Lady  Deanport  had  behaved  to  her,/ 
the  manner  in  which  she  berseff  had  retaliated,  tlie  altera- 
tion that  took  place  in  hei^  ladys^bip's  conduct ;  and  con^~ 
dudes  with  ah  account  of  Lord  Deanport*s  behaviour  at 
Mr.  Darnley^s  :  but  as  this  narrative  is»  in  substance,  the 
taLtne  with  what  is  contained  in  the  letteil's  addressed  to^ 
Mrs.  Sommers,*  it  is  here  omitted. 


LETTER  LXiVI. 
LaM-  Diana  VEAnrKLiiit  to  Mta^  Hoiatia  ClifforpV 

MY  DEAA  HORATIA, 

J  HAV9  con»dered,  very  attentively,  the  account  you  giv^ 
of  your  adventure  with  ihe  noble  lordy  and  ei^tj  othet 
VOL.  VII.  S  n 
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part  of  your  last  letter:  the  whole  is  writteii  Wftfa  tfaiC 
energy  and  sprJghtliness  wlnth  belong  to  your  charaeten 
The  proofs  it  contains  of  that  generous  and  warm  friend-' 
ship,  which  has  long  been  A  soilrce  of  happiness  to  me, 
affected  me  greatly ;  yet  I  must  acknowledge  that  some 
pain  was  mingled  with  the  pleasure  I  felt  in  the  perusal, 
from  the  idea  that  your  sensibility  to  whatever  concerns 
me  has  led  you  a  little  out  of  the  direct  line  of  propriety, 
which  jrou  usually  pursue.  I  will  not  allow  your  warm 
affection  for  myself,  my  dearest  girl,  however  pleasing  to 
my  heart,  to  prevent  me  from  communicating  to  you  my 
real  sentiments,  when  I  find  the  least  thing  censurable  in 
any  part  of  your  conduct. 

Though  you  do  not  say  it,  yet  I  am  quite  certain  that 
the  manner  in  which  you  have  heard  that  Lady  Deanport 
expressed  herself,  regarding  me,  provoked  you  more  than 
her  insolence  to  yourself;  yet  your  own  observation  might 
have  convinced  you  that  such  intemperate  expressions  are 
more  hurtful  to  the  people  who  use  them  than  to  those 
they  mean  to  injure,  and  are  best  answered  by  silent  con- 
tempt. 

I  will  not  take  upon  me  to  decide  whether  your  remark 
W  the  manners  of  people  born  to  high  rank,  compared  to 
those  of  persons  raised  to  it,  be  well  founded  or  not ;  but 
I  can  assure  you  that  the  construction  you  heard  put  on 
the  late  earl  of  Deanport^s  conduct  is  equally  uncharitable 
and  unjust.  I  had  the  honour  of  his  acquaintance ;  and 
I  always  thought  Him  a  man  of  real  politeness  and  bene- 
volence. Nothing  can  display  a  more  malicious  turn  of 
mind  than  a  disposition  to  put  bad  constructions  on  actions 
which  naturally  would  bear  good  ones.  When  a  person 
takes  trouble,  and  puts^ibimself  to  expense,  not  in  giving 
sumptuous  entertainments  to  the  great  and  powerful,  but 
in  relieving  the  wants,  and  preparing  some  comforts  to  the 
poorest  and  most  wretched  class  of  our  fellow-creatures, 
how  ungenerous  is  it  to  assert,  or  insinuate,  that  this  pro* 
ceeds  from  any  unbecoming  motive ! — yet  I  have  heard 
the  annual  entertainment  provided  at  Portman  Square, 
for  the  poor  chimney-sweepers  of  the  capital,  imputed  to 
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Yamty  dnd  ostentation.  The  imputation  gave  me  a  very 
unfayourable  impression  of  the  person  who  made  it,  with* 
out^  in  the  smallest  di^ee^  diminishing  my  esteem  for  the 
institutor,  whose  enlightened  mind  may  exult  in  the  xe^ 
flection  that  her  benevolent  festival  diffuses  more  enjoy- 
ment  than  all  the  luxurious  entertainments  that  are  wast- 
ed, on  sated  wealth,  from  the  beginning  of  the  year  to  the 
end*. 

'  In  these  sentiments,  my  dear  Horatia,  I  am  persuaded 
ydli  join  with  me :  but  I  fear  we  differ  a  little  in  our  no- 
tions of  the  manner  in  which  you  resented  Lad^  Dean* 
port^s  rudeness.  Instead  of  despising  a  behaviour  which 
dishonoured  her,  not^you,  perceiving  that  she  was  alarm- 
ed at  her  son^s  attentions  to  you,  although  you  had  re* 
ceived  them  before  with  coldness,  you  now  seemed  to  re- 
lish them,  and  assumed  an  air  of  complaisance  to  him, 
merely  to  vex  and  tease  her,  without  r^arding  the  con- 
struction he  would  put  on  an  alteration  in  your  bdiavi- 
our,  so  flattering  to  him.  I  greatly  suspect,  that  if  any 
improper  sentiment,  respecting  you,  ever  suggested  itself 
to  the  mind  of  Lord  Deanport,  it  was  at  this  time ;  and 
that  he  never  would  have  dared  to  have  behaved  to  you 
as  he  did,  when  he  found  you  alone  at  yqur  uncle's,  if 
the  sudden  alteration  in  your  manner  had  not  encouraged 
him. 

How  can  his  conduct  be  otherwise  accounted  for  ?*— 
How  came  he  to  change  his  behaviour  to  you,  immediate- 
ly after  you  changed  yours  to  him  ? — He  then  ventured 
on  freedoms  he  had  never  risked  before.  Why  did  he 
not  make  a  proposal  of  marriage  when  he  found  you. 
alone  ?— he  never  could  expect  a  more  favourable  oppor* 
tunity.  Instead  of  this,  he  began  to  take  unbecoming 
liberties.  It  is  clear,  my  dear  Horatia,  that  the  man  put 
a  libertine  construction  on  the  alteration  of  your  behaviour 
to  him.  This  alteration  consisted  not  only  in  its  being 
expressive  of  more  kindness  than  formerly,  but  also  of 
more  than  you  really  felt.  His  subsequent  conduct  is 
one  proof,  among  ten  thousand,  of  the  construction  which 
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BMR  put  on  m  coyirttiih  belMnrioar  m  wmdm.  Tbln  ia 
not  UDimrthy  of  your  terkiiM  atteotioiH  B|y  lately  jwaog 
frioad.  Pray  obferre  :•— Tbe  aium  maa^  wbo  had  alwi^ 
tfvfttad  you  with  the  anott  rcfatpectftil  pditeaew,  teket  free* 
dow  vhioh  diook  you,  the  moment  that  fomcthii^  of 
ooquetfy  intermiaglee  with  your  bebaviottr  to  him ;  and, 
as  eooQ  at  you  rea^tume  your  natural  ^haiaetev,  and  the 
dignity  of  a  virtuous  woman,  he  is  overawed,  disoonoerU 
ed,  and,  in  the  humUesI  tone,  hegs  fiM*gtf  eaess. 

Though  I  am  not  at  all  uneasy  at  being  called  an  old 
maid,  I^sbould  be  sorry  to  be  thought  a  prude ;  parti« 
oularly  if  great  austerity  be  implied  in  the  word :  yet  I 
would  much  rather  be  a  prude  than  a  coquette* 

It  will  be  Qaid,  that  a  coquette  may  be  a  virtuous  wa« 
man ;«— she  only  amusef  henelf  by  attracting  the  atteii« 
tion  of  men,  and  deeeiviog  them  with  fidse  hopes.  I  am 
not  now  speaking  of  that  playAil  and  thoughtless  coque* 
try  which  has  no  object  beycmdl  drawing  a  fittle  admira- 
tion; of  that  spec.es  of  coquetry  nothing  need  be  said, 
but  that  it  is  sometimes  a  dangerous  game,  and  that  the 
object  it  aims  at  inay  be  better  attained  by  other  memis. 
But  of  the  other  kind  of  coquetry,  I  own,  my  c^mon  is 
very  diierentr 

Deceiving  men  with  false  hopes ! — ^Hopes  of  what  na- 
ture ?-^What  do  you  think  of  this,  my  dear,  as  an  oc« 
cupation  for  a  virtuous  ^oman  ?  For  my  own  part,  so 
litUe  of  a  prude  am  I,  that  I  do  not  think  that  a  woman 
of  the  town  is  a  vast  deal  more  reprehensible. 

I  am  sensible^  my  dear  Horatia,  that  you  despise  real 
coquetry.  The  alteration  of  your  behaviour  to  the  young 
lord  flowed  from  a  different  source :  but,  though  diff^ 
eot,  it  was  not  perfectly  pure;  You  wished  to  punish 
the  inscdence  of  Lady  Deanport,  and  the  childish  im- 
pertinence of  the  two  ether  women,  by  making  them  be- 
lieve that  you  had  some  partiality  for  the  noble  lord,  and 
that  you  intended  to  accomplish  what  they  dreaded. 
This,  in  my  opinion,  was  not  only  improper,  but  super- 
fluous :  it  would  have  been  better  to  have  overlooked,  the 
malevolence  of  all  the  three.    Envy  and  malevolence  con- 
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tain  tfatir  own  pfnnidiment ;  for»  while  ihote  Vtmien  teen'* 
ed  so  many,  at  jour  expeDse,  thej  were,  in  reality,  feek 
hig  more  pain  thAn  tbey  gare.  Besides,  my  dear,  700 
aaght  to  have  recoUecied  that  you  were  not  only  deoeiT*^ 
iag  them,  but  also  Lord  Deai^port,  who,  at  that  period, 
had  given  you  no  cause  of  offence. 

However  displeased  Lady  Deanport  may  have  beeh 
with  h«racm^s  attentions  to  you,  it  appears  that  she  is  of  a 
different  way  of  thinking  now.  This,  I  confess,  I  do  ndt 
perfectly  understand :  but,  since  you  have  raalted  his  lord* 
Aip  among  the  polite  gentlemen  who  are  bowing  to  the 
pretty  fellow  in  the  glass,  while  they  pretend  to  be  mak« 
ing  obeisaaee  to  the  company,  I  am  convinced  she  has  no 
reascm  to  dread  that  he  ever  will  be  the  husband  (£  my 
Horatia  Clifford,    Adieu  !    Yours,  affectionately^ 

DIANA  FEANKLIN. 


LBTTEl^  LXXVII. 
Miss  Hobatia  Cliffobd  to  LAny  Diana  Fbanklin. 

MT  ACAft  LAPY  OIANA,  SoiMmy^P^,  Sutfy. 

J.  HE  day  after  sending  my  last  letter  to  yoii,  I  accom-^ 
panied  Mr.  Dumley  and  my  aunt  to  this  place.  They 
had  expressed  a  wish  to  pass  a  few  dltys  with  their  friends^ 
iit.  and  Mrs.  Tranquil.  Sometime  this  month  I  press- 
ed them  to  put  their  intention  into  immediate  execution, 
while  the  marchioness  remained  at  Richmond,  that  I 
might  not  be  absent  when  she  should  returii  to  town.  1 
wished  also  to  have  no  chance  of  meeting  Lord  Deanport 
for  some  time  at  least. 

We  have  passed  some  days,  very  agreeably,  with  this 
family.  What  oan  be  more  agreeable  than  living  with 
ben'evolent  people,  of  elegant  manners,  cultivated  minds, 
and  accommodating  tempers;  fond  of  each  other,  and 
esteemed  by  their  neighbours  ? 

We  intended  to  have  remained  some  time  longer ;  but 
I  have  just  received  a  letter  from  my  brother.  He  has 
been  already  three  days  in  London ;  and  my  uncle,  per* 
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ceiving  that  I  was  impatieiit  to  see  him,  and,  unwillhig  to 
let  me  go  to  town  alone,  we  are  all  to  leave  this  place  to- 
morrow morning.  His  servant  brought  yopr  letter  this 
evening.  I  can  have  no  chance  of  sleeping  until  I  an- 
swer it.  I  will  frankly  tell  you,  my  dear  Lady  Diana, 
that  some  parts  of  it  vex  me.  I  cannot  subscribe  to  your 
doctrine  of  bearing  injuries  without  retaliation,  under  the 
refined  pretence  of  despising  them,  or  on  the  supposition 
that  the  a^ressor  will  be  sufficiently  punished  by  the 
painful  sensations  which  malevolence  exdtes. 

What  sensations  malevolence  excites  none  but  wicked 
people  can  precisely  know ;  but  we  see  them  exult^  and 
express  pleasure,  in  the  pain  they  give  to  others.  This 
is  not  easily  to  be  borne,  particularly  by  those  they  in- 
jure ;  nor  do  I  see  sufficient  reason  for  not  retorting  upon 
theip,  and  makipg  them  feel  in  their  turn. 

This  is  absolutely  requisite  for  preservingthe  peace  of 
society ;  forbearance  provokes  fresh  insults, 

I  could  put  you  in  mind,  my  dear  madam,  of  various 
instapces,  ip  which  your  having  despised  the  darts  of  TO§r 
lignity,  and  remained  passive,  has  only  served  to  draw 
from  your  enemies  a  fresh  shower,  dipped  in  sharper 
poison  than  the  former, 

It  is  true,  the  point  fell  blunted  to  the  ground)  and  the 
poison  had  no  effect ;  but  the  aggressors  were  equally  cri«t 
minal ;  and  their  remaining  unpunished  will  render  them 
still  more  ready  to  make  new  attacks  on  you  or  others. 

You  will  say,  that  we  are  enjoined  to  forgive  our  ene-r 
inies.  I  cannot  think  that  precept  is  to  be  understood  ii| 
the  literal  sense,  and  to  the  extent  you  do ;  for  those  who 
contend  for  this  entire  forgiveness  still  think  it  their  du« 
ty  \o  give  testimony  against  their  injurers,  and  to  deliver 
t|iem  up  to  the  cognisance  of  law.  I  am  persuaded, 
therefore,  that  this  precept  is  wropg  interpreted.  When 
the  injurer  expresses  sorrow  or  contnUon j  no  mort^  ijrould 
be  more  ready  to  forgive  than  I ;  andj  if  those  who  had 
injured  me  were  fallen  into  misfortune  and  misery,  I  hope 
I  should  Jiave  no  hesitation  in  eqdeavouring  to  relieve 
them ;  but  to  a}low  an  arrogant  wonuin  to  insult  and 
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tfCftd  upon  me,  as  if  I  were  a  worm,  without  using  the 
privilege  which  even  worms  use,  is  a  degree  of  patience 
and  long  suffering  which  I  cannot  attain, 

Besides,  though  it  is  written  that  we  ought,  to  forgive 
our  own  enemies,  yet  it, is  nowhere  written  that  we  are 
bound  to  forgive  die  enemies  of  our  friends*— No,  my 
dearest  Lady  Diana,  I  have  endeavoured  to  imitate  you 
in  many  things,  particularly  in  that  attachment  to  your 
friends,  which  remains  unshaken,  not  only  by  their  cr^ 
n>rs,  but  (and  this  is  still  more  rare)  even  by  their  mis* 
fortunes,  it  never  will  be  in  my  power,  from  the  heart,  to 
for^ve  those  who  calumniate,  and  show  an  inclination  tp 
injure,  the  persons  I  love  and  reverence. 

The  construction  which,  you  say,  may  be  put  on  co- 
quetry, never  occurred  to  me  before.  Acquitting  me  en* 
tirely  of  it,  in  tliat  sense  of  the  word,  you  still  accuse  me 
of  having  deceived  Lord  Deanport,  by  listening  to  his  ad- 
dresses with  an  air  of  greater  satisfaction  than  I  had  done 
before ;— but  you  forget  that  I  told  you,  in  my  last,  my 
dear  Lady  Diana,  that,  after  he  expressed  a  desire  to  serve 
Mrs.  Denham'*s  family,  I  really  felt  more  good-*will  tp  the 
man;  imd,  though  I  still  continued  to  put  a  just  value 
on  the  silly  things  he  whispered  in  my  ear,  yet  they  did 
not  create  the  same  disgust  as  formerly  ;— so  that  very 
little  deceit  can  be  laid  to  my  charge  on  that  accoMnt: 
And  as  for  the  attentions  I  shewed  him,  immediately  sSr 
ter  Lady  Deanport  and  tlie  Moystons  had  behaved  with 
such  rudeness  to  me,  if  you  had  been  present  to  see  how 
much  my  complaisance  disconcerted  her  ladyship,  teased 
the  aunt  and  niece,  and  set  the  whole  three  sl  Jidgeiting^ 
I  am  convinced  you  would  have  been  very  much  enter- 
tained ;  and,  I  cannot  help  being  still  of  opinion,  that  the 
entertainment  was  a  very  innocent  one. 

As  for  the  effect  which ^  any  harmless  gaiety  of  mine 
may  have  on  him,  or  on  any  presumptuous  fool  or  liber* 
tine  whatever^  I  do  not  think  myself  at  all  answerable  for 
it.  Your  ladyship,  however,  may  be  in  the  right  in  sup- 
posing that  the  small  alteration  in  my  conduct  produced 
the  audacity  of  his ;  and  that  idea  will,  you  may  be  as^ 
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pated,  keep  me  pa  my  guanl)  to  prevmt  fait  fasviag  wy 
ppportunity  of  r^newiDg  it  itt  fiitme* 

Whether  the  change  in  Lady  Deanporti's  behsnour  it 
a  complete  proof  of  her  bamg  no  tlitpleasure  at  her  ton^t 
jtttentioiit  to  me,  at  your  ladyship  ttippotet,  i^  what  I  .can^ 
pot  determine ;  nor  ^n  I  comprehend  from  what  mo&we 
the  act^  sw.but  of  this  I  am  certain^  that  I  wish  to  haw 
po  farther  intercourse  of  any  (cind  with  him»  and  aa  little 
fB  possible  with  her  ladyship* 

Haying  now  said  pyery  thing  I  wished,  on  certain  ex- 
pressions iq  your  letter,  i^rbich,  I  own,  hurt  me  a  little,  I 
phall  go  po  bed  and  ^ream  pf  my  meeting  with  Willia»j^ 
instead  of  dreaming  of  those  tfonp  expressions,  as  I  cer? 
tainly  should  havfe  done,  had  I  not  told  ypu  all  that  wat 
pn  my  heart. 

Farewell  1  my  dearett  Lady  piana^  Continue  to  lov^ 
your  own 

HOBATIA  CLIFFOa>« 


LJITTER  LXXVIII. 

iIahes  Grikdill,  Efj.  to  the  Countess  of  Deanpoat? 

UY  dear  countess,  r».*^Aif»,  SoM  Wdu. 

I  Din  not  imagine  that  the  devil  himself  could  have  eoi|« 
trived  any  thing  more  ye:«Eatious  to  me  0ian  that  whid) 
was  the  subject  of  my  last  letter, 

I  now  find  thfit  \  have  iipder*rated  the  devil?t  talents : 
r— he  has  iinproved  on  his  last  by  a  new  invention  to  tor^ 
ment  m^ ;  and  he  instigates  the  very  p(^r8on,  from  whom 
I  expected  relief  in  the  midst  of  my  sufferings,  to  point  i( 
against  me  with  the  mo^t  infernal  energy. 

I  have  just  received  a  letter  from  Lord  D^anpo^rt,  full 
pf  reproach^  He  i|cpuses  me  pf  exciting  your  ladyship 
^  tease  him'  to  form  connections  which  he  loaths,  and  to 
prejudice  him  against  persons  be  loves.  He  advises  me 
to  take  no  farther  conceni  in  his  a^airs,  but  to  look  after 
fny  own,  adding,  wjth  an  infernal  sneer,  *  th^t  he  under* 
stands  thf^y  require  my  ^m^i  iltientm^    He  does  not 
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to  eatfibiiii  the  cause  of  liis  ill4iainour ;  but 
Towaly  infomaui  me^  ^  dui  Lord  Deanport  had  failed  i«l 
the  execution  of  his  inetructions,  had  made  a  premature 
and  fbeUe  iitaok  on  tlie  damsel^  by  which,  instead  of  car* 
lying  her  in  his  own  torms,  he  had  discovered  to  her  that 
fihe  oould  have  him  on  hers ;  and,  in  consequence  of  this, 
«fae  had  beat^i  him  out  of  his  pursuit,  and  dismissed  him 
from  her  presence,  with  all  the  dignity  of  the  herdne  of 
a  romance ;  which  has  enraged  him  against  me,  made 
him  break  with  Townly,  and  rendered  him  more  her  ad* 
Hurer  dian  before.*"-— Townly  adds,  <  that  he  is  fully  con- 
Tinoed  that  the  next  news  I  shall  hear  of  them  will  be  > 
their  marriage  i  ibr  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  a  woman 
of  so  much  address  as  Miss  Clifford  has  shown  herself  to 
be,  will,  to  prevent  accidents  and  anticipate  his  repent* 
«nce,  take  care  to  have  the  ceremony  performed  as  sooii 
after  the  proposal  as  possible,' 

I  dare  swear  he  has  already  made  the  proposal,  and 
that  bis  lordsbip^s  fury  against  me  is  in  consequence  of 
an  explanation  and  treaty  with  the  lady. 

This  is  the  more  likely,  as  Townly  informs  me  that 
Miss  Clifford's  brother  is  returned  from  abroad,  and, 
since  his  arrival  at  London,  has  been  much  with  his  lord- 
4riiip.«^I  know  they  were  intimate  formerly. 

This,  unquestionably,  is  an  unfortunate  business,  and 
asuch  to  be  regreUed.  Nothing  could  have  been  more 
wisdy  arranged  than  your  ladyship^s  scheme  of  uniting 
btm  to  Miss  Moyston.  ^SAe  would  have  been  easily  guid- 
ed by  your  ladyship ;  her  immense  fortune  would  have 
endb^  him  to  be  useful  to  his  friends ;  and  she  would 
have  enjoyed  about  as  much  of  his  affections  as  Miss  Clif- 
ford will  do  half  a  year  hence.  These  considerations  are, 
no  doubt,  painful.  My  fear  that  they  may  make  too  deep 
an  impression  on  a  mind  of  such  exquisite  sensibility  as 
that  of  your  ladyship,  and,  perhaps,  prompt  you  to  a  con- 
duct inconsistent  with  your  usual  prudence  and  lasting 
interest,  is  the  cause  of  my  submitting  the  following  sug- 
gestions to  your  calm  consideration. 

{ft  the  present  state  of  I^rd  DeanporCs  mind^  he  is  not 
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to  be  reasoned  with.  Opposition  to  wliat  he  seems  so  de» 
termined  on  would  be  vain,  and  might  provoke  him  to 
measures  highly  distressing  to  your  ladyship.  ,  ijf  /  re- 
mem&er  rigki9  the  additional  thousand  pounds  of  jointure  tr 
not  as  yet  confirmed  by  an  irrevocable  deed. 

Your  ladyship  has  already  condescended  to  make  adr 
vances  to  Miss  Clifibi^d.  Though  this  was  done  with  di& 
ferent  prospects  than  exist  at  present,  yet  it  yfi\\  be  high«- 
ly  expedient  to  continue  the  same  cooduet,  and  let  her 
carry  her  point ;  she  cannot  fail  being  greatly  flattered. 
Her  influence  with  Lord  Deanport  will  be  without  any 
limits  while  it  lasts — ^but  it  will  not  last  long  after  their 
inarriage.  You  may  apply  that  interval  to  an  important; 
use.  The  young  lady  is  of  a  careless  disposition  respect* 
ing  money:  the  least  bint,  if  yoii  are  on  friendly  terms 
ivith  her,  will  make  her  eager  to  fix  the  affair  of  the  joint>- 
ure — vanity  will  hurry  her  on  to  it.  The  time  will  come, 
no  doubt,  when  she  will  repent  it ;  and  that  time  will  be 
when  his  lordship  begins  to  feel  remorse  for  having  pre- 
ferred her  to  Miss  Moyston.  He  will  regret,  at  the  same 
(ime,  visry  probably,  thie  augmentation  of  your  jointure  ; 
but  it  wilt  then  be  too  late. 

From  what  I  have  heard  of  Miss  Clifford,  I  am  con- 
vinced that,  while  sh^  lives  on  good  terms  with  her  hus^ 
band,  she  will  allow  no  ofher  person  to  have  the  manage- 
ment of  him :  but  they  will  not  live  on  good  terms  a  vast 
while.  Her  beauty,  which,  whatever  other  qualities  she 
may  possess,  is  the  only  one  that  he  values,  will  soon  be- 
i»me  familiar  to  him.  Women,  whom  at  pesent  he  conr 
stders  as  less  handsome,  will  then  appear  more  beautiful 
than  her.  He  will  neglect  her;  she  will  despise  bim, 
without  taking  the  trouble  to  conceal  it ;  in  consequence 
of  which  he  will  bate  her<»  Your  ladyship  will  then  seize 
(he  reins ;  and  may,  with  prudent  management  and  ad- 
dress, govern  him  for  life^ 

I  heartily  hope  that  your  admirable  good  sense  will  prei- 
vent  the  recollection  of  Miss  Clifford's  former  insolence 
from  precluding,  or  even  retarding,  a  line  of  conduct  sp 
§tron^ly  required  by  the  present  circumstances.     I^t  not 
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your  piride  be  at  all  alarmed  by  this  behaviour.  Please. to 
necoUect,  that  by  acting  as  I  advise,  so  far  from  submits 
ting  to  Miss  Clifford,  you  are  using  her  as  a  mere  tool  for 
effecting  your  own  purposes.  Though  I  desire  you  to 
conciliate  the  mind  of  the  girl  by  every  appearance  of  af^ 
fection,  you  cannot  think  I  have  an  id^a  that  your  lady- 
ship should  abate  the  least  portion  of  the  genuine  hatred 
you  feel  against  her,  and  which  you  may  rely  on  my  as- 
sisting you  to  gratify,  at  a  proper  opportunity,  by  any 
safe  means  which  you  may  propose. 

Your  ladyship  knows  of  what  importance  his  lordship'^s 
favour  is  to  me,  particularly  aft^r  the  diabolical  dispensa"> 
lion  that  has  lately  taken  place :  you  cannot  doubt,  there^ 
fore,  of  my  having  adopted  the  plan  I  recommend,  Not-^ 
withstanding  the  stinging  severity  of  some  expressions 
in  his  letter  to  me,  I  have  answered  in  a  style  calculated 
to  remove  his  resentment :— in  the  language  of  self*con« 
demnation,  I  retract  every  insinuation  against  the  purity 
of  Miss  Clifford's  character  and  the  lustre  oflier  beauty—? 
I  pretend  to  have  just  received  the  most  ddightful  ac« 
count  of  that  young  lady^s  disposition  from  a  person  whQ 
l)ad  known  her  from  her  childhood  :  no  accomplishment 
or  quality  that  can  render  a  womaa  amiable  is  omitted.--^ 
J  hope  he  will  show  her  my  letter. — I  take  du^  notice  of 
his  discernment  in  preferring  her  to  such  a  vulgar  dowdy 
as  Miss  Moystous  apd  selecting  such  a  genuine  jewel  from 
the  counterfeits  that  gli}:ter.  in  every  assembly.  This 
would  be  thought  too  sudden  a  wheel,  and  too  strong  ^ 
dpse  of  flattery,  by  those  who  are  unacquainted  with  the 
|-eal  reach  of  hiis  discernipent,  and  his  capacity  ia  swal? 
lowing  praise. 

I  hope  soon  to  have  the  honour  of  throwing  myself  at 
the  feet  of  your  ladyship  ;  being,  with  the  sinperest  an4 
fnost  inviolable  attachment,  your  faithful,  &c. 

/.  GBINDILL. 

P,  S.  I  saw  a  gentleman  yesterday  who  had  just  ar<r 
five^  from  London :  he  told  me  that  he  had  seen  your 
^dysfiip  at  ail  assembly  with  Mrs.  Demure ;  he  gave  me 
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the  pleasure  of  knowing  that  you  looked  charmingly ;  be 
alfo  commended  her  appearance.  But  I  eould  not  help 
smiling  when  he  added«>»-<  that  what  atruck  him  most  was 
the  looks  of  mutual  affection  that  passed  between  you  and 
that  lady  :*  he  said  *  it  afforded  him  real  pleasure  to  see 
such  genuine  marks  of  friendship,  as,  he  was  persuaded, 
existed  between  you.* 

From  the  account  with  which  you  once  favoured  me  of 
that  lady,  it  is  pretty  evident  Uiat  this  gentleman  is  no 
very  accurate  physiognomist. 


LETTEft  LXXIX. 

Mas.  Behxlsy  to  Lady  Biaka  Fkanklik. 

OKAR  LADY  DIANA,  MxtUr. 

I  iKTEvpiSD  to  hare  done  myself  the  honour  of  waiting 
on  you ;  but  am  prevented  by  a  threatening  of  my  old 
complaint;  which  obliges  me  to  trouble  you  with  this  let- 
ter :  the  subject  of  which  I  shall  acquaint  you  with  in  as 
few  words  as  I  can. 

My  nephew,  Mr.  Carelton,  I  find,  is  greatly  smitten 
with  your  young  friend  Miss  Clifford.  Indeed,  t  am  not 
surprised  at  it ;  for,  though  I  understand  she  has  no  such 
fortune  as  could  be  a  temptation  to  him,  yet,  I  must  con*- 
fess,  that  a  lovelier  or  genteeler  young  woman  I  have  sel- 
dom seen,  either  in  Devonshire,  London,  or  anywhere 
else. 

|Ie  informs  me,  that  his  intention,  when  last  in  Lon- 
don, was  to  have  mentioned  this  matter  to  Miss  Clifford's 
uncle,  Mr.  Darnley ;  of  whom,  by  the  way,  every  body, 
almost  without  exception,  speaks  well :  but,  understand- 
ing  that  the  earl  of  Deanport  was  at  that  time  paying 
his  addresses  to  her,  he  thought  it  most  prudent  to  desist. 
But,  since  he.  came  to  the  country,  he  has  received  a  let- 
ter from  one  of  his  friends  in  London,  assuring  him  that 
his  lordship^s  suit  is  now  entirely  at  an  end.  As  soon, 
therefore,  as  my  nephew  has  concluded  the  business  which 
brought  him  to  the  country,  I  have  reason  to  believe  that 
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he  inieod^  to  mtuni  dinNStly  t^  IiOlldM»  wttfa  ^  iww  %9 
pay  his  addreeses  lo  Mbs  Clifibrd. 

I  can  aawra  your  ladyship,  tbat»  both  from  what  I  aaw^ 
and  from  what  I  have  heard  you  aad  others  relate,  of  that 
youQg  lady,  I  most  heartily  wish  he  may  succeed*  The 
chief  consideration^  which  renders  tliis  at  all  doubtful  to 
me,  is  her  having  refused  Lord  Deanpert;  because  it 
rarely  ha{^ns  that  a  umple  gentkwomnn  refuses  to  marry 
an  earl ;  and  the  reason  is  plain,— 'though  men  have  vari* 
ous  methods  of  being  made  lords^  marrii^  is  the  only 
means  by  which  spinsters  can  he  made  ladies*  But  Miss 
Clifford's  refusing  him  may  have  proceeded  from  her  hav« 
ing  a  prepossession  for,  or  being  under  an  insurmountable 
engagement  with,  another.  If  either  of  those  happens  to 
be  the  case,  I  should  take  it  as  a  great  favour,  and  yet 
not  greater,  I  hope,  than  your  friendship  fc^  rae  wiU  in^ 
dine  you  to  bestow,  to  give  me  a  hint  of  iU 

My  reason  for  making  this  request  I  will  frankly  tell 
to  your  ladyship.  About  seven  or  eight  years  ago,  when 
my  nephew  was  only  twenty  years  of  age,  he  fdl  despe- 
rately in  love  with  a  lady,  five  years,  at  least,  older  than 
himself,  but  still  a  good  deal  admired  for  her  beauty ; 
who,  after  having  encouraged  his  addreeses  some  months, 
married  a  rich  West^India  merohant,  to  whom  slie  said 
she  had  been  engaged  from  her  childhood. 

In  consequence  of  this,  my  nephew  fell  into  a  dejeo^ 
lion  of  spirits,  which  alarmed  all  his  friendsy  and  parti* 
cularly  myself,  who  have  the  most  affectionate  regard  for 
him,«-*-as  well  I  may,  for  a  better  disposed  young  man,  I 
wH  venture  to  say,  England  oaiufiot  boast* 

My  nephew  succeeded  to  the  great  Wiltshire  estate  the 
year  immediately  after,  though  there  bad  been  no  less 
than  two  lives  between  him  and  it  at  the  time  when  the 
lady  preferred  her  merchaol,  who,  by  the  way,  has  since 
become  a  bankrupt,  which  made  her^  no  doubt,  griev« 
ottsly  repent  having  refused  my  nephew.  I  do  not  meiw 
tion  this  from  any  satisfaction  it  gives  me>  for  I  hope  I 
am  a  better  Ghristimi  than  to  reJKiice  in  any  person's 
misfortune ;  but  I  cannot  Mp  thinkings  that  wbatevef 
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pun  and  reitone  thb  ivomui  may  experience^  she  tirell 
deserves  it>  as  a  just  punishment  for  her  folly. 

To  cure  him  of  Iotc^  my  nephew  was  advised  to  turn 
his  head  to  politics^  because  they  usually  beget  hatreds 
He  accordingly  obtained  a  seat  in  pariiament,  applied 
his  mind  to  public  affairs,  and  his  spirits  have  ever  since 
Jbeen  rising  in  proportion  to  the  prosperity  of  the  country* 

With  regard  to  both  his  own  estates,  I  believe  I  need 
not  inform  your  ladyship,  that,  taken  together,  they  are 
considerably  more  valuable  than  Lord  Deanport'^s,  and 
they  are  quite  clear  of  debts  and  encumbrances*  I  know 
that  your  ladyship  regards  titles  and  estate  as  of  less  im-* 
portance  than  a  good  character :  and  I  dare  say  you  have 
inspired  the  same  sentiments  into  your  young  friend,  who 
has  been  for  some  years  in  a  manner  what  Lady  Mincing 
calls  your  eleve. 

I  shall  therefore  give  you  my  nephew's  character  in  a 
few  words.  He  is  a  stout  comely  youth,  of  twenty-nine 
years  of  age ;  rather  full-faced ;  and  in  person  what  Lady 
Mincing,  who  often  prefers  a  French  word  to  an  English, 
would  call  embonpoint^  though  plump,  in  my  opinion^ 
would  do  as  well.  '     - 

He  is  good-natured  and  obliging,  having  always,  from 
his  youth,  done  to  the  best  <^  his  abilities  what  his  near* 
est  relations  diesired  him  to  do ;  which,  your  ladyship 
will  admit,  is  a  valuable  disposition  in  a  husband ;  because, 
when  a  man  is  married,  his  wife  becomes  his  nearest  re« 
hition. 

He  is  of  a  sedate  temper,  and  solid  understanding, 
though  given  to  silence  through  modesty.  He  never 
spoke  in  the  House  of  Commons  but  once ;  when,  in  the 
middle  of  a  debate,  a  certain  noisy  member,  looking  ac* 
cidentally  at  him,  bellowed,  *  Hear  !  hear !  hear  V — ^to 
which  my  nephew  calmly  replied,  *  /  never  do  any  thing 
the,  air;''  which  immediately  got  the  applause  of  the 
whole  house,  and  showed  that  he  could  speak  to  the  pur* 
pose  when  he  pleased. 

My  nephew  is  rather  charitable  to  the  poor  than  other- 
wise, which,  I  know,  is  a  quality  particularly  esteemed 


Digitized  by 


Google 


MOADAimX'.  431 

by  your  ladyship ;  and,  I  dare  say,  he  will  be  more  so 
still,  if  Miss  Clifford  desires  him. 

Your  ladyship  may  have  heard  it  laid  to  my  nephew'^s 
charge,  that  he  never  applies  to  the  people  in  power,  with 
whom  he  has  influence,  in  favour  of  any  of  his  poor 
friends  or  acquiuntance.  This  is  very  true ;  but  it  does 
not  proceed  from  want  of  good-will  to  the  people,  but 
merely  because,  as  he  needs  nothing  for  himself,  he  does 
not  choose  to  be  laid  under  any  kind  of  obligation.  As 
be  keeps  a  remarkable  good  table,  is  extremely  hospitable^ 
and  represents  one  of  the  oldest  families  in  the  county, 
few  men  are  more  respected. 

Having  now,  using  the  freedom  of  an  old  acquaintance, 
represented  those  things  to  your  ladyship,  I  renew  my 
request,  that  if  you  know  (and  nobody  is  so  likely  to 
know  it  as  yourself)  of  Miss  Clifford's  being  engaged  to 
another  man,  you  will  be  so  obliging  as  to  acquaint  me, 
that  I  may  prevent  my  nephew  from  embarking  in  a  hope- 
less project,  and  being  subjected  to  a  mortification  similar 
to  that  from  which  he  suffered  so  severely  on  a  former  oc^ 
casion. 

But,  on  the  contrary,  if  the  dear  young  lady  is  entire* 
ly  disengaged,  my' nephew  will  immediately  set  out  for 
London,  to  pay  his  addresses  to  her,  in  the  hopes  that 
you  will  promote  bis  suit  with  your  influence : — in  doing 
which,  your  ladyship  will  not  only  most  particularly  o- 
blige  an  old  friend ;  but  also,  as  I  am  firmly  persuaded, 
greatly  contribute  to  the  happiness  of  the  young  lady. 

I  beg  you  will  present  my  best  compliments  to  Mrs. 
Denham,  whom  every  body  must  think  exceedingly  lucky, 
in  the  midst  of  her  misfortunes,  in  having  a  friend  like 
you.  I  remain,  your  ladyship's  most  sincere  friend,  and 
obedient  servant, 

A.  B£BKL£Y* 
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LETTER  tXXX. 
Lady  Diana  ¥%atkkliv  to  Miss  HoaAtiA  CuPsHMt. 

If  you  were  as  determtned  to  Ihre  single  as  I  ami  my 
dear  Horatia^  you  wouki  find  it  more  difficult  to  adhere 
to  your  resolution  than  I  ever  did ;  because  a  greater 
number  of  people  are  interested  in  persuading  you  to  a* 
bandon  it  No  sooner  have  you  dismissed  one  suitor  than 
another  appears.  I  have  just  reSceived  the  inclosed  letter 
from  my  old  acquaintance  Mrs.  Berkley.— I  do  not  re- 
sHember  ever  to  have  seen  the  gentleman ;  but  I  have 
often  heard  him  spoken  of  as  a  very  worthy  man.  Every 
body  agrees  in  his  being  extremely  good^-oatured,  modest, 
and  by  no  means  deficient  in  understandings  He  is  of 
an  honourable  family,  much  respected  in  the  county.  He 
appears  to  greater  disadvantage  in  his  aUnt's  letter  than 
in  any  account  I  ever  received  of  him ;  but  that  proceeds 
from  the  peculiar  character  and  style  of  tny  old  friend , 
and  will  have  no  efiect  on  your  judgment,  particularly  as 
you  have  seen,  and  are  in  some  degree  acquainted  with^ 
Mr.  Caretton. 

Modesty  and  good-nature  are  valuable  qualities ;  and, 
when  joitied  to  a  good  understanding,  never  fail  to  form 
an  estimable  character,  and  one  far  more  likely  to  secure 
domestic  felicity  than  some  which  are  composed  of  more 
brilliant  qualities.  How  many  women  have  I  known, 
who  have  been  rendered  neglected  and  miserable  wives 
by  those  very  qualities  in  their  husbands  for  which  they 
themselves  most  admired  them  before  marriage  !  whereas 
good-nature,  probity^  and  plain  good  sense,  are  securi- 
ties for  a  man^s  continuing  an  affectionate  husband  to  a 
virtuous  wife  for  ever.  And  if  with  these,  he  is  in  pos- 
session of  a  large  fortune,  the  pleasure  of  her  life  will  in* 
crease  with  her  power  of  doing  good.  A  woman  of  this 
disposition  is  not  only  an  ornament  to  her  husband,  but 
an  extensive  blessing  to  the  country  in  which  she  lives. 
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ftiiAt^  mig^t  not  imagiae  I  had  consulted  you  be. 
foM  I  answered  her  letter,  I  wrote  to  Ifrs.  Berkley  di* 
Iwctly,  that  I  knew  of  no  engagement  of  the  nature  she 
mentioned ;  that  I  knew  too  little  of  Mr.  Carelton  to  of* 
fer  any  adtice;  and  so^  with  a  few  civil  expressions  to 
my  old  friend,  concluded  my  letter*  I  dare  say  you  will 
see  Mn  Carelton  some  time  next  week,  and  will  thea 
judge  for  yourself;  but,  before  you  come  to  an  absolute 
decision,  I  shall,  perhaps,  hear  from  you. 

X  hope  you  will  have  a  happy  meeting  with  your  bro* 
ther.— -Adieu,  my  dearest  Horatia ! 

D.  FBAKKLXN. 


LETTER  LXXXI. 
Mfss  HoBATiA  Clifford  to  Last  Diana  FaAVXLiK. 


I  CONFESS,  my  dear  Lady  Diana,  that  I  am  a  little  mor« 
^ed  at  your  having  answered  that  strange  letter  of  Mrs. 
Berkley  in  the  style  you  did ;  as  also  with  the  conclusion 
of  yours  to  me,  in  which  you  seem  to  think  me  in  such 
danger  of  marrying  a  libertine  wit,  that  you  are  disposed 
to  push  me  into  the  arms  of  a  good-natured  dunce. 

Though  I  do  not  expect  ever  to  experience  the  mighty 
passion  of  love  in  the  degree  that  poets  and  romance* 
writers  describe,  yet  I  hope  not  to  be  thought  very  ro* 
mantic  in  determining  never  to  be  the  wife  of  a  mim  for 
whom  I  have  not  a  very  high  esieem.  And,  without  har- 
bouring any  doubt  of  the  gentleman  in  question  being  se» 
date,  good-natured,  well-disposed,  and  plump  into  the 
bal^in,  I  acknowledge  that  I  do  not  precisely  entertain 
that  sentiment  for  him. 

I  will  not  condemn  those  women,  who,  having  no 
warmer  sentiment  for  any  other,  consent  to  marry  men,  for 
whom  they  have  a  complete  indifference,  from  views  of 
wealth,  grandeur,  or  from  comfdiance  with  the  request 
of  their  relations ;  but  I  cannot  envy  them  their  prudence 
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nor  coinplaigance.  I  was  blest  with  parents  who  neveif 
would  have  urged  me*  on  such  a  subject :  but  had  k  been 
Otherwise)  I  am  convinced  I  should  have  displayed  a  de- 
gree of  resistance  to  their  inclination  which  I  never  sbow^ 
ed  on  any  other  occasion. 

On  this  principle  I  acted,  when,  pretty  eajrly  in  life,  I 
refused  the  hand  of  a  young  man,  of  immense  wealth, 
idbroad ;  and,  lately,  when,  with  less  hesitation,  I  reject- 
ed the  proposals  of  Lord  Deanport.  I  never,  for  a  mo-^ 
ment,  repented  my  determination,  and,  I  am  fully  satis- 
fied, never  shall.  Yet  I  imagine  that  I  have  a  due  re^ 
gard  for  wealth^^  and  that  I  put  a  proper  value  on  the 
comforts  and  conveniences  it  puts  in  our  power.  From 
such  observations  as  I  have  been  able  to  make,  I  am  led 
to  believe,  that  few  things  are  so  mudi  over-valued,  in 
this  country  particularly,  as  riches. 

For  my  part,  I  aim  certain  that  I  should  feel  more  last- 
ing mortification  and  pain  from  being  put  to  the  blush  by 
one  instance  of  ignorance,  dulness,  Want  of  s]^rit<  or  of 
generosity,  in  my  husband,  thaif  I  could  receive  pleasure 
fh)m  his  possessing  the  wealth  of  ten  nabobs,  imd'  living 
in  all  the  magnificence  of  the  East. — Good  heaven  t  how 
many  personages  do  we  see  yawning  through  life  in  mag- 
nificence !  I  have  a  notion  that  I  know  a  greater  number 
of  very  opulent  people,  particularly  of  our  sex,  who  pass 
their  lives  with  less  enjoyment,  and  more  fretting,  than 
any  class,  except,  perhaps,  those  who  are  in  want  of  the 
common  conveniencies  of  life. 

The  fate  of  poor  Fanny  Faukener,  with  whom  I  was 
intimately  acquainted  at  Lausanne,  made  a  strong  im- 
pression on  my  mind. 

I  have  known  few  young  women  of  more  amiable  dis- 
positions, more  accomplished,  or  more  capable  of  render- 
ing a  man  of  sense  and  sentiment  happy,  and  of  being 
rendered  happy  by  him. 

Her  greatest  weakness  lay  in  her  having  top  little  re- 
Kance  in  her  own  judgment,  and  being  too  pliant  to  the 
importunities  of  others.  She  was  persuaded,  by  her  re- 
lations, to  marry  Mr.  Buckram,  a  young  man  who,  by 
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tfie  death  oPan  elder  brother,  had  acquired  An  immeilftd 
fortune.  Her  relations  assured  her,  <  that  he  was  the 
best  young  miin  in  the  World  f  and  When  she  confessed 
to  theid,  that,  in  spite  of  his  good  Qualities,  it  was  itnpod* 
sible  for  her  to  meet  with  a  man  for  whchoi  she  could  feel 
Hiote  indifference,  sh^  w£ls  told^  that  was  iln  objection  of 
Ho  importance^  because  she  might  come  to  like  him  more, 
but  would  riever  like  him  less,  which  w&s  Kn  adt^antage 
many  married  women  did  not  enjoy.  She  mighty  perhaps^ 
have  taken  a  small  bias  in  his  favour,  from  the  reflection 
that  he  had  given  a  preference  to  her  over  the  prodigious 
number  of  young  ladies  In  London,  whom  he  might  have 
had  for  the  asking ;  but  one  of  her  gbod-natured  friends 
informed  her  in  Confidence,  a  little  after  hei*  marriagey  that 
Mr.  Buckram  had  n^er  once  thought  of  paying;  his  ad- 
dressee to  her  until  he  was  desired  to  do  so  by  bis  grand<« 
diother. 

Yet,  although  Mr.  Buckram  had  never  paid  Mist 
Faukener  any  particular  attention  before^^  he  thought  it 
his  duty  to  fall  in  love  with  her  as  60dn  eLs  his  grandmo- 
ther  signified  hei*  inClinatioti  that  he  should  do  so ;  and, 
fh>m  the  same  sense  of  duty  and  decorum,  he  was  very- 
attentive  to  her  after  she  became  his  wife. 

Mr.  Buckram  was  a  great  observer  of  d^corunf  and  utii-s 
fbfmity^  and  particularly  fond  of  whatever  was  new.  As 
he  had  taken  a  wife,  which  was  quite  a  new  thing  to  him^ 
to  please  his  grandmother,  be  resolved  to  have  other 
parts  of  his  establishment  as  iicw  as  ber^  to  please  him« 
self. 

He  therefore  took  a  new  house,  ordered  new  furniture, 
new  cartidges,  new  liv^ricfs ;  caused  his  old  pictures,  par- 
ticularly a  holy  family  by  Raphael,  to  be  new  varnished; 
and  he  exchanged  an  antique  statue,  which  bis  father  had 
brought  from  Uomef,  for  one  a  great  deal  newer.  He  re* 
jected  the  proposal  of  having  some  old  family  jewels  to  be 
new  set  for  his  wife,  and  ordered  others  for  her,  all  spick 
and  span  new ;— In  short,  every  thing  he  presented  her 
with  was  new,  except  his  ideas;  of  these  he  had  but  a 
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•cntjr  poriioiii  aody  what  few  b«  had,  were  worn  thread* 
bare  by  use. 

The  firequent  repetition  of  observatioois,  not  worth  mak* 
iQg»  was  rather  tiresome  to  the  most  patient  of  his  bc^ 
quaintanoe,  hut  to  his  wife  became  oppressive*  As  Mn 
Buekram  was  a  very  good-natured  man,  he  would  proba* 
bly  have  corrected  this,  in  some  degree,  if  he  had  had  any 
suspicion  of  it ;  but,  unfortunately,  however  tiresome  bis 
observations  were  to  others,  they  seemed  so  amusing  to 
himself,  that  he  generally  introduced  them  with  a  simper^ 
and  accompanied  them  with  a  laugh. 

As  young  Mr.  Buckram  U?ed  as  well,  according  to  the 
phrase,  as  most  men,  he  had  abundance  of  visitors.  His 
bouse  was  peculiarly  con? enient  to  some  of  his  wife^s  r^ 
lations,  who  were  fond  of  entertainments,  and  to  whom 
it  was  more  agreeable  to  enjoy  them  in  their  friend'^ 
houses  than  in  their  own.  Poor  Fanny  was  thought  by 
some  to  have  been  made  a  sacrifice  to  this  taste  of  her 
Dearest  relations;  for,  whatever  happiness  they  might 
have  in  her  house,  she  had  none^  She  was  miserable, 
however,  in  a  different  style  from  other  unfortunate  peo- 
ple; not  from  want,  but  from  superabundance  ^-^e 
had  a  profu^on  of  every  thing,  and  seemed  to  ))Ave  a  re* 
lish  for  nothing.  There  were  few  things  of  which  she 
had  a  greater  share,  and  for  which  she  had  a  smaller  re<' 
lirii,  than  her  busband^s  company:  indeed,  few  womea 
would  have  been  flattered  with  the  reason  he  gave  for  be^ 
stowing  on  her  so  much  of  it.  He  said  he  considered  it 
as  a  duty,  incumbent  on  every  husband,  to  be  as  much 
with  his  wife  as  his  other  avocations  would  permit*  What 
he  began  from  a  sense  of  duty,  he  continued  from  habit# 
But  habit  had  an  opposite  effect  on  her :  she  relished 
his  company  less  and  less ;  and,  when  she  told  him  that 
she  was  so  dejected  she  could  not  utter  a  word,  (which 
was  often  the  case)^  be  declared  that  he  would  remain 
with  her,  on  purpose  to  raise  her  spirits  by  bis  conversation. 

When  I  first  knew  Fanny  Faukener,  she  lived  with 
her  mother,  in  a  frugal  manner,  and  she  was  one  of  the 
most  cheerful  girls  I  was  ever  acquainted  with. 
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When  I  Yisited  h«r  after  her  marriage,  I  found  ber  in 
8  bouse  like  a  palace,  surrounded  with  gaudy  superfluity  I 
but  she,  herself,  with  a  face  of  langonr  and  dejection.  At 
sight  of  me  her  features  were  enliveqed ;  I  recognised 
the  countenance  of  my  old  companion ;  but,  her  hns-^ 
band  coining  in,  it  resumed  its  former  dejection.  No^ 
thing,  io  be  sure,  could  be  more  teasingly  ceremonious 
than  the  behaviour,  or  more  oppressirely  insipid  than  tbd 
conversation,  of  this  worthy  man.  His  wife  blushed  as 
often  as  be  spoke.  She  tnade  one  attempt  to  get  rid  of 
him,  by  putting  him  in  mind  of  an  engagement.  '  There 
would  be  more  impropriety,^  said  he,  *  in  leavirig  you 
and  this  lady,  my  dear,  than  in  breaking  the  engagment.* 
«— I  entreated  he  might  use  no  ceremony#  He  said,  *  he 
understood  politeness  betten* 

When  I  saw  the  case  desperate,  I  rose  to  withdraw^ 
He  led  me  through  several  rooms  to  exhilnt  his  new«oo.» 
loured  pictures,  and  the  splendour  of  the  furniture«-**i( 
^  You  see,  madam,*  said  he,  addressing  me,  <  that  your 
friend  is  in  possession  of  every  thing  that  can  render  n 
woman  happy .'*«^The  tears  started  into  my  poor  friend^s 
eyes ;  and  I  hurried  away,  that  she  might  not  see  I  bad 
perceived  it* 

If  I  had  not  been  so  determined  before,  this  example 
would  have  made  me  resolve  never  to  be  the  wife  of  a 
man  I  did  not  both  love  and  esteem  in  a  supreme  degree, 
whatever  his  wealth  and  his  good-nature  might  be. 

Unquestionably,  instances  may  be  produced  of  women 
who  have  been  rendered  unhappy  by  husbands  whom  they 
both  loved  and  esteemed  at  the  time  of  their  marriage ;—  ^ 
but  even  tliose  women,  though  on  the  whole  unfortunate, 
had  enjoyment  for  a  certain  period  at  least ;  whereas  poor 
Mrs.  Buckram  has  never  had  a  day  free  from  teiiufn  since 
that  of  her  marriage.  Her  hours,  which  formerly  danced 
away  as  lightly  as  those  of  Guido's  Aurorisi,  now  move  at 
d  snaiPs  pace,  along  a  heavy  cheerless  road.  All  she  has 
to  quicken  them  is,  a  constant  routine  of  entertainments 
she  disKkesi  in  tbe  company  of  a  man  whom  she  was  per- 
suaded to  marry  on  account  of  his  riches ;  who,  she  knew^ 
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had  married  her  at  the  request  of  his  grandmother;  who 
kept  her  company  at  first  from  a  sense  of  duty ;  and  who 
now  declares  he  can  no  more  live  without  her  than  he  can 
without  snuff.  She  hears  it  daily  repeated,  however,  by 
her  own  relations,  that  she  has  been  wonderfully  fortunate 
in  her  marriage,  and  that  she  is  one  of  the  happiest  women 
in  England ;  and  if  any  of  her  husband'*s  relations,  par- 
ticularly  his  grandmother,  chance  to  be  present,  the  poop 
girl  suppresses  a  sigh,  constrains  her  features  into  a  smile, 
ftnd  answer&-r-<  Oh  dear  I  yes,  I  am  very-r-very  happy 
indeed  !* 

I  am  certain,  my  friend,  that  a  want  of  elevation  of  mind 
in  my  husband,  an  insensibility  to  that  honourable  dis« 
tinction  which  arises  from  talent  and  character,  would 
render  my  fate  similai^  to  that  of  poor  Fanny  Faukener. 
Good  sense,  generosity,  and  spirit,  with  humanity,  are 
indispensable  requisite^  in  the  husband  who  has  any  chance 
to  render  my  condition  happier  than  it  is. 

I  began  this  immediately  after  recjeiving  yours ;  and 
shall  send  it  by  this  nigbf  ^  post,  that  you  may  contrive, 
if  possible,  to  save  the  plump  gentleman  the  fatigue  of  a 
journey  to  London,  and  a  mortification  v^hen  he  arrives 
that  I  am  convinced  will  be  as  painful  for  me  to  give,  a^ 
for  him  to  receive.  * 

I  have  not  yet  seen  my  brother.  I  expect  that  pleasi|r(9 
(very  minvUe.     A^ieu  !  n^y  dear  Lady  Diana. 

H.  CLIFFORIU 

LETTER  LXXXIL 
Ladt  DjA^j^A  Franklin  to  M|ss  Horatia  Clifforjp^ 

My  DE^^  liQRATIA,  PRmpUm: 

I  WRITS  this  to  fr^e  yon  f^roip  all  apprehension  of  being 
\isited  by  the  persoi^  ^ho^l?  addresses  ^ould,  you  say, 
distress  you.  Immedia);ely  pi>  receiving  yours,  I  wrote  tQ 
Mrs.  Berkley  in  terms  that  will,  unquestionably,  induce 
her  to  prevent  her  neplieijr  fjom  taking  the  journey  U®*^? 
fended. 
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Perhaps  I  judged  wrong  iii  sending  you  her  letter. '  But- 
as  you  had  frequently  seen,  and  were,  in  some  .'degree, 
acquainted  with  the  gentleman,  and/  as  I  expected  that, 
at  all  events,  you  would  have  opportunities  of  knowing 
him  still  better  in  the  course  of  the  visits  he  proposed 
making  to  you,  I  tbt)Ught  your  judgment  would  not  be 
misled  by  the  awkward  light  in  which  he  is  put  by  my  old 
friend  in  her  letter  to  me.  Instead  of  making  extracts, 
therefore,  I  sent  you  the  original.— -This  might  have  con- 
vinced  you  that  I  meant  to  leave  you  to  your  own  re-' 
ilectioiis,  without  wishing  to  attempt  persuasion. 

Be  assured,  my  dear,  that  I  never  shall  endeavour  to 
persuade  you  to  marry  a  man  you  do  not  like ;  but  know^ 
ing  that  Mr.  Carelton  was  a  gentleman  much  respected  in 
the  county,  on  account  of  his  family,  fortune,  and  bene- 
volent character,  I  thought  it  highly  proper  that  you 
should  have  allowed  yourself  to  be  more  fully,  acquainted 
with  him  before  you  should  come  to  the  decision  of  re- 
jecting his  suit. 

Though  I  never  shall  wish  you  to  marry  a  man  you 
dislike,  yet  I  am  not  so  fully  certain,  my  dear  Horatia, 
that  I  may  not  wish  you  to  dislike  some  man  whonii  you 
may  have  an  inclination  to  marry.-— You  are  wrong  in 
thinking  I  am  disposed  to  push  you  into  the  arms  of  a 
dunce  on  purpose  to  secure  you  from  falling  into  those  of 
a  libertine.  I  hope  you  will  fall  into  the  hands  of  nei- 
ther. But  I  acknowledge  that  it  is  my  decided  opinion 
that  you  would  have  opportunities  of  doing  more  good, 
and  would  be  a  happier  woman,  on  the  whole,  as  the  wife 
of  a  man  of  the  character  of  Mr.  Carelton,  than  by  beii^ 
married  to  a  man  of  brighter  talents,  looser  principles,  and 
less  benevolence. 

I  am  sufficiently  acquainted  with  your  turn  of  mind,  to 
know  that  you  are  not  to  be  bribed  into  matrimony  by 
fortune  or  by  rank  ;  but  I  do  think,  my  dearest  Horatia, 
that  there  is  a  possibility  of  your  being  allured  into  it  by 
qualities  in  a  man,  which  give  as  little  security  for  a  wife's 
happiness  as  either  fortune  or  rank ;  i^nd  it  would  be  easy 
for  me  to  give  you  the  history  of  women  murried  to  men 
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of  bright  talents  and  adcnowledged  wit^  who  h$^e  been 
rendered  ftilly  as  unhappy  by  marriage  as  your  friend 
Stony  Fanken^.  This  consideration,  my  dear,  may 
make  those  who  are  solicitous  for  your  welfare  wish,  thatt 
instead  of  becoming  the  wife  of  a  briUiant  man  of  this 
kind,  you  were  united  to  a  respectable  man,  of  a  dispott* 
tion  and  fortune  to  allow  yoqr  b^eficent  and  generoiMr 
mind  free  soope^ 

I  hare  beard  again  from  the  marvdiipaess:  she  seemv 
UgUy  delighted  with  what  she  has  seen  of  the  ooun^ 
try  of  England ;  she  is  greatly  struck  with  the  h^  cuU 
tivadon,  the  pleasing  variety,  and  smiling  yerdure  of  the 
fidds.  This  is  often  the  case  with  French  people.  But 
I  never  met  with  one  of  them  who  did  pot  think  London 
un  tristt  sgomr  in  comparison  with  Paris-F^ I  mean  before 
the  reyolutioo ;  for,  since  that  period,  I  should  think  the 
latter  by  much  the  most  moumiul  abode  on  earth :  yet  I 
am  told  it  is  not  so*  I  have  heard  that  the  Parmn  won? 
men  ar^  inpre  gay  and  fantastical  in  their  dress  than  ever ; 
and  t)|at  the  men  frisk  through  the  streets,  humming 
Ghe(»rfttl  airs,  as  merrily  as  before.— Is  tins  cre^ble^  Or 
shall  we  say,  that,  like  Cymon  in  the  fable, 

•  Tb^whiiUeMllicy  iir«lk,teimilofttioiightr 

Fray  write  the  moment  yofi  have  seen  your  bfothest 
Yours  affectionately^ 

LETTER  LXXXIII. 
Hiss  Hobatu  Cliffohp  t^  Ladv  Diaha  FnAviiLiir. 


^FMB  80  kmg  ap  atisenee,  I  was  vnest  impatient  to  i 
my  brother^^«-*A  fow  kind  ^pressmps  in  liis  letter  bad} 
fffi^ed  the  impression  which  some  part  of  hiscondiK^thadl 
]eft  on  my  mind ;  I  recollected  npdiing  but  the  i^preeaUe 
scenes  of  pur  childhood^  and  his  striking*  likeness  to  mp 
fiither.  On  our  way  tp  toiifB|  I  pot  n^  ua^Ie  and  auirt 
Ida  mind  of  t(iis  resettblaace. 
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Hy  vrnlB  tfaid;  *  he  lioped  UiaC  time  and  rpflecttoa 
would  incline  WilHam  to  endeavour,  in  all  respect,  to  re* 
Ittmble  the  excellent  man  to  whom  he  had  so  strong  m 
likeness  in  the  features  of  his  countenance/  My  aunt^ 
with  whom  my  brother  ever  was  a  favourite,  added*  *  tha^ 
she  was  sure  it  would  be  so.* 

The  tender  remembrance  of  my  father,  ever  linked  ta 
that  <^  iny  mother,  gratitude  for  the  kindness  of  my 
uncle  and  aunti  a  thousand  epdearing  ideas  and  repollec* 
tions,  rushed  on  my  mind  at  once«  When  I  attempted 
to  thank  them  for  the  pleasiqg  hopes  they  imparted,  my 
heart  was  so  full  that  I  could  not  artipulatef-«I  pressed 
their  hands,  and  burst  intp  tears ;  yet  my  sensations  were 
not  painful ;  and  though  I  hardly  spoke  during  the  wh<J0 
of  our  journey,  my  reverie  was  not  painful, 

X  sent  word  to  my  brother  of  our  arrival*  We  expect^* 
ed  to  have  seen  him  that  night^—he  did  not  come  till  the 
flowing  day. 

Mrs.  Demure  called  soon  after  breakfast  As  my  uncle 
expected  .William  every  instant,  and  did  not  wish  to  have 
our  first  interview  disturbed  with  the  presence  of  any 
stranger,  he  had  given  orders  to  admit  nobody, 

Mrs.  Demure  found  her  way  in,  notwithstanding.  Sbo 
made  her  apology,  by  saying,  *  she  knew  we  were  all  aC 
home,  and  lnFaiting  for  my  brother ;  that  she  would  with* 
draw  as  soon  as  he  arrived ;  but,  in  the  interyaly  she  hop* 
ed  we  would  fcM*give  her  impatience  to  see  friends  foP 
whom  she  had  so  high  a  value  as  socm  as  posnble  after 
their  return  from  the  country/ 

I  asked  if  she  had  seen  my  brother,  and  how  he  h)oked. 

She  answered,  with  a  vivacity  unusual  to  her,  *  that  she 
fkod  seen  him  the  preceding  night  at  Lady  Deanport's  asr 
sembty,  to  whifh  he  bad  been  brought  by  his  lordship, 
with  whom  he  had  almost  constantly  been  ever  since  his 
arrival ;  th^t  his  iqppearance  was  generally  admired ;  and 
some  of  the  ladies  present  had  prcmounced  him  to  be  the 
handsomest  man  in  town.^ 

'  That  would  not  have  been  the  case,  perhaps,*  said  my 
imde,  *  if  your  friend  Mr.  l^daunt  had  been  present.^ 
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*  My  frifcnd  !*  she  repeated,  yfith  an  air  of  durprise.*— 

*  I  cannot  conceive,  Mr.  Damley,  what  should  make  you  - 
think  Mr.  Mordaunt  a  particular  friend  of  mine.^ 

<  I  did  not  say  a  particular  friend,  madam/  replied  Mr. 
Damley, 

<  Mr.  Mordaunt/  resumed  she,  <  i^  unquestionably,  of 
my  acquaintance/ 

<  I  meant  no  more/  said  he. — *  We  are  apt  to  call  peo- 
ple's acquaintance  their  friends,  though  the  people  them* 
selves  may,  perhaps,  have  reason  to  think  them  their  eaer% 
IQies,^ 

^  We  are  so,  Mr.  Darnley/  replied  she,  simpering^  and 
with  an  air  of  indifference :  *  but  the  person  you  men- 
tioned happens  to  be  neither  friend  nor  enemy  of  mine* 
Yet,  if  I  recollect  his  figure  perfectly,  even  if  he  were  m 
town,  I  should  think  Mr.  Cli£Pord  still  the  handsomest. 
—-Would  npt^oi^,  my  dear?''  add^d  she,  looking  to  me. 

I  reminded  her  that  I  had  been  in  the  country  or  a« 
broad  when  Mn  Mordaunt  was  last  in  town,  and  had  He* 
Tep  seen  the  gentleman. 

My  aunt  said  *  she  had  seen  him ;  that  be  was,  certain-^ 
ly,  both  a  handsome  and  an  agreeable  man :  though/  she 
added,  *  I  must  confess  I  am  of  Mrs.  Demure^s  ofunion, 
that  he  is  not  quite  so  handsome  as  my  nephew/ 

*  Quite  so  handsome  P  exclaimed  Mrs.  Demure ;  *  not 
within  a  hundred  degrees  so  handsome:  nor  can  he  be 
compared  with  your  nephew,  Mr.  Damley,  in  any  respect^ 
either  in  mind  or  body/ 

*  I  will  not  pretend  to  give  any  opinion  on  Mr.  Mom 
daunCs  beauty,  after  the  point  has  been  decided  against 
bim  by  much  better  judges/  said  my  uncle,  smiling; 

*  but  I  think  he  is  generally  allowed  to  be  a  man  of  wit/ 
^  Many  a  man/  replied  Mrs^  Demure,  ^  who  passes 

for  a  wit  among  foola,  would  b^  thought  a  fool  among  wits^^ 
^  It  is  pretty  clear/  s^id  my  uncle,  ^  that  the  gentleman 

in  question  has  not  had  the  wit  to  retain  your  fevourable 

opinion/ 
.•  He  could  not  retain  what  he  never  possessed,'  replied 

fhfi,  witl^  quickness.    TbeQ>  turning  to  my  aunt  and  mew 


Digitized  by 


Google 


MOftDAUXT.  44$ 

fi)ie  adlded,*-^*  I  cannot  conceive  how  we  come  to  tatic  so 
much  about  a  man  whom  none  present  have  any  concern 
with,  when  we  are  in  expectation  of  seeing  one  in  whom 
we  are  all  so  much  interested.* 

This  is  not  the  first  time  I  have  remarked  that  the  men-r 
tion  of  the  name  of  Mr.  Mordaunt  seemed  to  agitate  Mrs. 
Demure.  There  are  particular  points  on  which  the  most 
circumspect  are  thrown  off  their  guard*  Mrs.  Demure 
creates  a  strong  suspicion  that  Mr.  Mordaunt  is  a  person 
who  interests  her  a  great  deal  by  her  earnest  and  repeated 
declarations  that  he  does  not  interest  her  at  all, 

What  my  uncle  said  was  without  any  meaning  beyond 
the  plain  import  of  his  words.  He  mentioned  Mr.  Movw 
daunt  merely  as  a  common  acquaintance  of  Mrs.  DemureV 
I  have  some  reason  to  believe  he  thinks  somewhat  differ* 
ently  now, 

Mrs.  Demure  regretted  that  my  brother  was  on  such  an 
intimate  footing  with  Lord  Deanport,  who  seems  to  be  a^ 
little  a  favourite  of  hers  as  Mr.  Mordaunt. 

I  recollect  Lord  Deanport's  having  told  me  tliat  he  had 
met  with  my  brother  abroad.  He  spoke  of  him  in  high 
terms  of  commendation.  The  panegyric  afforded  me  small 
satisfaction,  because  I  had  no  high  opinion  either  of  bis 
iordship^s  sincerity  or  judgment. 

My  brother  did  not  arrive  till  near  one  oVlock.  He 
was  received  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Darnley  in  the  most  affec* 
tionate  manner.  I  need  not  tell  you  how  I  was  affected  at 
seeing  hinu  Mrs.  Demure  did  not  leave  us  till  a  consi* 
derable  time  after  his  arrival.  She  then  repeated  her  apo* 
logy  for  having  intruded  at  such  a  moment  among  near 
relations ;  for  which,  she  hoped,  her  warm  regard  for  M 
the  company  would  be  received  as  an  excuse. 

My  brother  handed  her  to  her  carriage— «  ceremony  I 
hardly  ever  saw  him  perform ;  but,  indeed,  he  could  not 
well  avoid  it  on  the  present  occasion ;  for,  as  she  retired, 
she  actually  presented  her  hand  to  him ;  and,  after  she  was 
in  the  carriage,  she  continued  to  speak  to  him  with  an  air 
of  great  satisfaction,  and  did  not  order  her  coachman  tq 
drive  QTi  tiU  she  saw  me  at  the  window. 
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My  aunt  bad  before  this  told  me^  ^  thatf  previous  to 
my  brothei^s  going  abroad,  lie  bad  seemed  to  be  a  good 
dad  d^tivated  with  Mrs,  Demure ;  that  ber  behaviour 
then  was  so  cold  to  him,  that  be  had  fallen  off  in  his  assi< 
dttities ;  but  that  she  bad  certainly  repented  afterwards  of 
the  neglect  she  had  shown  him,  for  of  late  sbe  seemed  fond 
of  speaking  of  my  brother  to  her,  and  always  with  conu 
meudationr* 

My  aunt  at  one  time  added,  *  that  if  Mrs.  Demure  re# 
ally  bad  a  partiality  for  William,  which  she  began  to  hope, 
nothing  could  be  more  fortunate  ibr  hitn ;  because  she 
would  make  just  sueh  a  wife  as  suited  him  in  all  respects, 
being  a  woman  of  great  beauty,  wealthy,  and  of  admira* 
Ue  good  sense.* 

If  this  woman  were  possessed  of  all  the  wealth  of  Peru, 
I  should  be  shocked  with  the  alliance.  The  emotion  she 
always  betrays  at  the  name  of  Mordaunt  I  do  not  Eke ; 
tbe  adventure  in  Kensington  has  left  a  very  nnihvooraUe 
impression  on  my  mind ;  and  I  am  by  no  means  pleased 
with  her  behaviour  to  my  aunt.  TUbugh  she  is  more 
cautious  before  my  uncle,  sbe  flatters  her  intollcrably 
when  he  is  not  present.  After  pouring  forth  rather  a  pro- 
fusion of  this  incense,  the  other  day,  she  ventured  to  in* 
sinuate  something  in  favour  of  the  acuteness  of  her  dis« 
cemment  and  reach  of  her  judgment.  My  aunt  blush- 
ed—begl^ed  she  would  give  over ;— >but  that  same  even* 
ing  die  told  me,  *  that  Mrs,  Demure  was  by  much  th0 
most  judicious  woman  of  her  acquaintance.* 

My  aunt  told  me,  at  the  same  time,  <  that  she  had 
Uamed  her  friend  far  the  coldness  she  had  formerly  shown 
to  William.*  This  accounts  for  the  alteration  in  her  he* 
haviour  now. 

She  also  informed  me,  <  that  Mrs*  Demure  had  suc- 
ceeded to  a  considerable  West-India  estate  since  the  death 
of  her  husband  ;*  adding,  <  that  as  she  believed  I  had 
more  influence  with  my  brother  than  herself,  thatl  could 
not  use  it  more  for  his  advantage  than  by  advising  him 
to  pay  his  addr^ses  to  Mrs.  Demure.* 

Without  informing;  ber  of  all  I  thought  on  tb#t  0ub» 
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ject,  I  aiiswereci,  <  that  the  effect  of  my  advice  on  the 
last  person  to  whom  I  ventured  to  give  it  was  sufficient  to 
prevent  my  attempting  any  thing  of  that  nature  again  | 
that  a  young  hidy,  a  relation  of  my  own,  who  I  had  rea- 
son to  believe  of  as  docile  a  character  as  my  brother,  but 
whose  face  wa&  rather  plain,  affected  the  lisp  of  a  distin- 
guished beauty ;  that  all  her  acquaintance  knowing  that 
she  could  speak  in  the  most  distinct  manner,  turned  her 
into  ridicule ;  but  as  I  had  a  great  deal  of  good-will  to  the 
young  woman,  this  gave  me  uneasiness,  and  I  advised 
her,  in  the  gentlest  and  most  friendly  terms,  to  give  over 
lisping ;  she  thanked  me  for  my  obliging  advice,  has  al« 
ways  avoided  speaking  to  me  idncei  and  lisps  more  than 
ever  to  all  the  world  beside.^ 

Where  have  I  been  wandering  ?  Do  I  not  abuse  the 
privilege  you  gave  me  of  writing  whatever  occurs.  With- 
out troubling  myself  with  arrangement,  I  sat  down  with 
the  intention  of  giving  the  particulars  of  what  passed  be- 
tween William  and  me  when  we  were  left  alone.  I  stilt 
have  time,  and  now  you  shall  have  them. 

MY  DSAR  hADX  niANA^ 

I  must  defer  them  to  another  opportunity.  My  aunt 
has  just  informed  me  that  Lady  Blunt  met  with  a  very 
extraordinary  accident  as  she  returned  last  night  from 
the  opera.  Her  chair  was  stopped  near  her  own  house^ 
which  is  in  a  remote  street,  her  footman  knocked  down, 
the  flambeau  snatched  out  of  his  hand,  and  thrust  through 
the  glass  of  the  chair,  which  was  overset,  as  were  both  the 
chairmen,  by  three  ruffians,  who  rushed  suddenly  upon 
them»  and,  as  soon  as  they  had  performed  this  strange 
exploit,  made  their  escape. 

The  most  unaccountable  circumstance  is,  that  no  at* 
tempt  was  made  to  rob  her  ladyship :  but,  by  the  account 
which  my  aunt  received,  her  face  is  scorched  by  the  flam-* 
beau,  and  she  is  otherwise  a  good  d^al  hurt. 

This  affair  has  agitated  and  disordered  my  aunt  so  ^  ^ 
much,  that  I  do  not  choose  to  quit  her  long.    Adieu !  ray 
beloved  friend. 

H.  c* 
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Miss  HORATIA  CuFFORt)  tO  LaDV  DiANA  ]t'RANKLilir.' 

I  WAS  a  good  clefti  8ut{>ri&ed  to  find  Mrd.- Demure  again 
Iritb  my  aunt  m  the  evening.  Her  preteict  for  calling 
was  to  know  the  particulars  of  the  accident  that  has  hap-^ 
})ened  to  Lady  Blunt,  for  whom  she  expressed  very  great 
concefN.  She  informed  us,  however,  of  a  cifrcumstance 
we  had  not  before  heard.  The  three  men  who  stopped^ 
h^  ladysfaip^s  chair  were  frightened,  it  seems,  by  a  car- 
riage which  was  passing.  This  accounts  for  their  ba-ving 
fled  without  robbing  her ;  and  renders  it  probable,  that 
their  thrusting  the  burning  torch  irtto  the  chair  happened 
in  consequence  of  their  alarm  and  cotifusion«  Poor  Lady 
Blunt  is  miserably  seorched,  but  in  no^  darfger. 

If  Mrs,-  Demure  returned  in  the  evening  m  the  hope 
of  seeing  William,  she  was  disappoinfted.  He  sent  a  note 
to  inform  Mr.  Darnley  that  he  was  engaged  to  supper. 
A  little  after  this  note  arrived,  Mrs.  Demure  recollected 
that  she  had  an  engagement,  and  took  her  leave. 

I  will  now  inform  you  of  what  passed  between  WH 
Kam  and  me  on  the  day  i;^e  fifist  met 

As  soofi  as  my  micle  and  aunt  left  us  together,  my 
brother  informed  me,  <  that  Lord  Deanport  had  acquaint^ 
ed  him  with  what  he  termed  his  passion  for  me,  and 
that  he  had  authorise  him  to  make  me  an  offer  of  hi» 
hand.* 

I  eJtpressed  nty  obligation  to  his  lordship;  but  assured 
my  brother  that  I  declined  the  offer. 

He  affected  to  believe  that  I  was  not  in  earnest^  say* 
ing^  <  b^  was  sure  I  could  not  be  so  great  a  fool  as  tot 
refuse  an  alliance  so  Very  honourable.'* 

I  told  him  that  ^  I  really  was  a  fool  of  that  magnl^' 
tude." 

•  What!*  said  he^  <  have  you  entered  into  any  rash 
engagement  with  another  roan,  which  you  fancy  you  can<»' 
not  get  over.' 


Digitized  by 


Google 


^  I  am  not  quite  such  a  fool  as  that/  t  replied. 

<  Come,  come^  Horatia,^  said  he,  <  left  us  talk  frank' 
lyt  I  kndwyou  ar^  a  girl  of  sense  and  spirits  I  know 
also  that  you  have  your  own  share  of  pride;  You  ard 
provoked  that  Lady  Deanport  should  have  shewn  herself 
averse  to  her  son^s  inclinations :  but  we  must  make  allow- 
ances for  the  humours  of  an  ambitious  woman,  who  cer« 
tainly  had  higher  views  for  a  son,  whose  rank  and  for«» 
tune  entitle  him  to  the  hand  of  the  noblest  heiress  in 
England.* 

*  I  not  only  make  allowance  fbf  her  hunlours,  my  dent 
brother,*  ailswered  I^  <  but  I  heartily  wish  her  success  in 
her  high  views ;  and  I  am  as  averse  as  her  ladyship  can 
possibly  bi&  to  her  son^s  giving  up  his  hopes  of  the  noblest 
heiress  in  England,  and  dwindling  to  the  husband  of  a 
plain  spiilstress^  the  sister  of  William  Cliffords* 

Deceived  by  the  playful  mariner  in  which  I  spoke  thisf 
}ie  seemed 'still  more  convinced  that  I  was  entirely  in  jest. 

<  You  will  no  sooner  be  countess  of  Deanport^*  said  he, 
*  thati  yoti  will  be  totally  independent  of  her  ladyship/ 

*  I  cannot  be  more  independent  of  her  than  I  am  at 
present.* 

<  I  can  assure  you,  my  dear  sister,  that  you  will  have 
nothing  to  fear  from  that  quarter ;  for,  between  you  and 
me,  Lord  Deanport  has  no  great  veneration  for  her  lady-* 
ship.* 

^  You  caniiot  mean  it  as  a  recommendation  of  his  lord- 
ship, my  dear  William,  that  he  has  no  veneration  for  his 
mother.* . 

*  Poh  t  ydu  know  what  I  mean,*  said  he.—*  But,  though 
Lord  Deanport  seems  a  little  vain  and  haughty,  yet^ 
upon  the  whole,  be  is  of  a  character  that  may  easily  he 
governed.* 

<  But  I  am  of  a  character,  not  tor  wish  a  man  for  my 
husband  Who  needs  to  be  governed.* 

*  Why,  your  favourite,  Pope,  says,*  rejoined  he,  *  that 
every  woman  ufould  be  a  qtteenfor  life.'' 

^  I  suspect  that  Pope  understood  poetry  better  than 
women,  brother/ 
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*  In  tnU  articie»  however^  I  hsve  a  gmit  notiM  iliit 
tiis  maxim  is  jusC  replied  he. 

*  Wellt  if  you  will  think  it  just  in  general,  you  must 
allow  me  to  be  an  exception ;  fof^  so  fiir  from  wishing  to 
be  a  queen,  t  do  not  desire  even  to  be  a  countess/ 

<  Poh!  poh!  we  have  had  enough  of  jesting.  This 
is  an  important  business^  and  the  sooner  it  is  finally  con- 
cluded the  better.  You  must  be  sensible,  sbter,  that  I 
sincerely  wish  your  happiness.^ 

<  Are  not  you  sensible,  my  dear  brother,  that  I  wi^ 
it  as  sincerely  ?* 

*  Whatever  you  may  wish*  you  do  not  seem  to  know 
to  well  how  it  is  to  be  obtained.^ 

<  Now,  my  dear  William,  do  you  really  in  your  con* 
science,  think^  that#  with  all  your  superior  knowledge  in 
other  respects,  you  are  a  better  judge  than  myself  of 
what  will  make  me  happy  i^ 

<  Without  entering  into  a  needless  dispute,^  replied  he^ 
<  about  which  is  the  btsi  judge,  since  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  we  both  have  your  happiness  at  heart,  let  us 
cordially  join  in  bringing  it  about.-— It  will  be  rendered 
more  certain  by  your  marriage  with  Lord  Deanport,  than 
by  any  other  measure  that  can  be  adopted.-^He  is  my 
firiend.*— You  do  not  know  the  happiness  that  awaits  you. 
—..Let  me  guide  you,  my  dear  Horatia,  in  this  point.^ 

«  That  is  to  say,  my  dear  William,'  replied  I,  *  that, 
before  it  is  determined  which  is  the  best  judge,  you  would 
have  me  to  make  you  the  sok  judge.' 

Without  taking  any  notice  of  this,  he  proceeded  to  e* 
numerate  all  the  tempting  circumstances  that  would  re- 
sult to  me  from  such  a  splendid  connection.  When  he 
had  finished,  *  One  essential  advantage,'  I  said,  ^  would 
still  be  wanting.' 

«  What  is  that  ?'  said  he. 

*  Sincere  affection  for  my  husband,'  replied  I. 

*  Affection  !'  repeated  he,  with  a  peevish  and  disdain-^ 
ful  tone.    <  Why  should  you  want  affection  for  him  ?' 

« It  is  unnecessary  to  declare  wAy,'  siud  I  calmly ; 
^  since,  whatever  be  the  cause,  the  fact  is  certain.' 
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*  He  saeified  prittlk^^^  ahd  4^ke  ill  a  piiB»dMte  maiinen 

<  After  «o  Idng  im  aliBeniee>.  mf  deat  Witliasii*  eiftid  ly 
^'iftUflg  bold  of  Ms  hMdv  let  us  not  <jd«rrel  the  verjr  first 
day  we  meet*  Why  dhould  our  thivking  differently  on  A 
ftiAfeet^  whi^  persom^y  dedtiBfa*  me  orily,  otemmi  nxif 
eoldness  between  us  ?' ' 

/  ^  It  conbems  me  Tery  materielly  also,^  said  he. 
•How? 

<  Lord  Deanporit  is  stty  fiiend^^ 

-  *  Let  bim  remain  yoar  Mend :  I  shall  regard  him  aif 
•ueh  ;  bat  shidl  neve^  be  eoniieeted  with  him  by  anj^ 
Itearer  tie.  And  t  caifiioft  eoneeive  why  thftt  should  dis^ 
turbyou/  '  '       ' 

*  1  lie  under  oUigations  to  Lord  tJeanpbrt,^  said  he.    > 

*  <  ObUgatiens  to  Lord  Deanport  f  exclaimed  L 

*  Yesy  I  owe  him  it  gaming  debt  of  considerabte  amount^ 
Which  I  contracted  abroad  ^  and  be  has  advanced  me  twcf 
thousand  pounds^  which  I  had  immediate  oeeasion  for; 
ifioce  I  liame  to  London:* 

I  was  sorry  to  bear  th^t  <&y  brother  li^y  under  such  o^ 
bligations  to  Lord  Deanport,  and  shocked  at  Ibe  implica^ 
ifon  that  his  mentioning  them  fo  me  at  this  time  seemedf 
to  convey*  ' 

I  saw  nothing  ptediing;  lioWever,  in  the  natirfe  of  tbe^ 
first;  but  I  told  him  that  <  I  was  surprised  he  should 
have  thought  of  borrowing  from  Lord  Deanport,  and 
that  the  borrowed  money  should  be  repaid  directly ;' 
offering  at  the  same  time  to  sell  out  of  th6  funds  for  that 
purpose.  ' 

As  you  disapproved  of  me  foiirm^r^lrj  fpr  «fd^4acitng  ffto^ 
iiey  to  hifn  on  a  particular  emergency,  I  fear  you  will 
blame  me,  my  dear  Lady  j]iiana»  for  what  I  haVe  now 
d6ne :  bat  I  saw  my  brdtfaer  distr^^sed :  I  idmild  not  beal* 
the  idea  of  his  remaining  in  Lord  Deanport's  debt  f6r 
money  actui^Iy  adtanced.'  The  stock  h^s'bie^til  sold,<^thd 
mon^y  was  bf ought  fo  me  by  my  brokei^^-^— and'  I  deli-i 
Vered  it  to  my  brbtlier,  Wfth  my  own  hancf,  a*  neither  of 
lis  wished  the  trafiisaction  te'b^  kn^wn. '  I  bad  before  ex-r 
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seted  atomise  fitnnliim  tluti  .be  -w^U  by  his  afltfrf 
open  to  Mr«  Darnlejy  who  bad  csjirened'a  denie  to  as- 
fist  him  in  arranging  tbem;  and' ibat  bie  would  restore 
the  management  of  tbem  to  Mr.  Frqctor.  .My  'brother 
dined  with  my.  uncle  and  aunt!  tbetoM.  day ^-^^Maredfeia 
intention  of  setting  out  in  a  short  time  for  •Nor<huBd)er<«> 
land.  He  seemed  iii  high  spirits^^;  and  my- uncle,  with 
whom  you  know  he  never  was  a  great  favourite,  was  de- 
lighted with,  his  behaviour.  .  I  caoBol  b^  indulging  the 
hope  that  the  incdnveiiientea.  be'.ba$  suffered  fh>m  past 
imprudence  will  rendec  him  mor^  oiroumspeet  in: futures 
Few  peojde  can  make  tfa^sdves  more  agreeable ;  and  I 
cannot  express  how  happy  it  would  make  me  to  live  on  a 
friendly  and  confidential  footing  with  him. 

I  never,  concealed  any  part  of  my  conduct  from  you, 
my  dear  madam,  without  having  cause  to  repent  It.  Not- 
withstanding my  bold  answer  tp  your^  lelter  on  the  subject 
of  coquetry*  I  formed  a  iresplcition,  at  that  very  time, 
never  again  to  conceal  from  my  wisest  and  best  friend 
any  thing  of  importance  regarding  myself:  for  which  rea- 
son I  have  now  informed  yoq  of  this  )a^t  transaction  be- 
tweeii  my  brother  and  me^  which,  however^  is  to  remain 
unknown,  even  to  Mr.  Darnley  and  Mr.  Proctor,  when 
all  the  rest  of  his  affairs  shall  be  laid  open  to  »them. '  I 
remain  your  ever  grateful  and  obedient 

'  H.  CLXFFORDw      . 


LETTER  LXXXV. 

JTiJc  CblTNTESS  c/DeaNPORT  to  J'aMES  GaiNDILt,   JSVy. 


X  WAS  so  overppwered  with  vexation,  my  dear  sir,  at  the 
shameful  trick  which  that  knavish  Welcbman  played  you^ 
before  bis  flescent  from  this,  world  to  the  next,  that  .1 
really  have  b^en  unable,  4\l\  now,  to  put  pen  to  paper* 
I  was  also  greatly  shocked  at  my  son's  unkind  treatment 
of  you;  wbich^  I  imagine^' b^  .himself  will,  in  a  short 
time,  be  sensible  of.    However  prudent  it  might.be  in  you 
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tfrbtrarkxric  this  ti^iitm€ail»  iaod  ip.«ult»(|it^i  the  favour  of 
tbis.Miw  CUfibrd^  had  she  beoome  ttiy.  ^^''s  y^ife,  tb« 
fianie  line  of  conduct  would  have  b^dn^unbecQtnuig  in  me  $ 
andevai  bad  you  convinced,  me  thbt  it  would  bo.  tha 
"Wisest  and  most  likely  Way  to  scveeu  mt^:  frirn^  incipoye^f 
.  cnces,  I  diould  not  havb  had.  temper  to  adopt  it.  ,  Thei^ 
are  men»  I  believe^  and  perhape^  yoii/  ^re  one  of  thfm^ 
who,  toobtiain  the  object. they  have  iftiview,;  qan  submit 
to  the  insolence  and  caprice  of  tbote  tb^y.' hate,\wh0thei: 
men  or  women  i — but  I  never  knew  a  '\tomao  who  could 
patiently  bear  the  insolence  of  aiiotibier  wpman,.  p^rtiou^ 
larly  if  she  looked  on  the!  insulter  as.  her  infeiKHr.. . .  Haw<^ 
.ever  perfect  a  mistress  in  the  art  of  .simulation^  ^hatev«r 
command  of  temper  she  may  have  in  other  ..points^  how- 
ever submissively  she  may" bear  the  arrogance  of  the  ty-> 
rant  man,  she  loses  her  patience^  fok'gets  her  pi*udence^ 
andj  at  all  haeards^  retorts  the  insults  of  the  woman  :8he 
hates  and  despises.  ^This  single  iadvantage,  which  your 
sex  possesses,  overbalances  that  superiority  in  the  art  of 
dissembiing,  in.the  powers  of  insinuation,  in  presence  of 
mind)  and  other  qualities  ascribed  to  us,, and  raiders 
men,  on  the  whole,  abler  politicians  than  women*  On 
the  presnit  occasion,  my  self-command  was  not  put  to 
trial.  Fortunately,  I  was  saved  some  of  the  humiliations 
which  you  imagined  would  be  necessary  for  me  to  sub- 
mit  to ;  but  I  have  met  with  a  mortification  still  less 
expected. 

Townly  had  good  reason  for  calling  my  son^s  attempt 
on  the  damsel  premature  and  feeble  :— it  was,  in  all  re- 
spects, worse  conducted  than  any  project  of  the  same 
kind  I  ever  heard  ofl 

Instead  of  waiting  till  the  favourable  disposition  she 
had  began  to.  show  towards  him  had  warmed  into  matuj*i-» 
ty,  instead  of  endeavouring,  by  a  continued  respectful  and^ 
obsequious  behaviour,  to  throw  her  off  her  guard,— -what 
does  he  do?— Why,  hearing,  one  morning,  that  I  had! 
tfiken  the  aunt  an  airing,  he  waits  on  the  girl  with  as  lit*' 
tie  ceremony  as  if  it  had  been  by  her  own  appointment ; 
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46t  UMAJMIW. 

IttMmipU  U^r^  ptiAmp$i  m  thtfmhMkr  of  liefe 
ptky^^f  or  irhen  ihe  wa»  foad&tig  a  itenJonpii  redonifiiiidcd 
by^  her  utidi»,  wIm^  I  ubitenrtatid^  p^etewob  i9^  be  raUgi*' 
iNift ;  and,  iritbdut  b^aa^  €^Hmn  tint  the  man  wn.not  ia 
the  Mxt  roMi^y  hill  wise  lofdihip  hepn  to  ttmiBe  love  te 
lier  ia  a  tcfsg  retfpeetftil  nafieer  dwa  he  had  e?er  befiire 
9eQtUred.-^Welir  what  faogppeMd  ?--a.Wb]r^  ihe  girl  must 
have  beta  a  p^rfttst  sinipleton,  or  of  the  diirpoation  of' 
Potiphar^i^  Wife^  had  ri«e  tfutreadered  on  saeh  a  somaions* 
No^'-t^he  repalted  hiur  ia  the  most  sttUtne  style,  Til  br 
bound  for  it  ;p  and  on  th«s  gnmad,  aad  no  aurer  fonnda^ 
tioa,  he  aow  eonnd^iti  her  as  a  ladly  of  immaculate  virtue^ 
To  confirm  Mm  in  which  chimera^  die  heroine  gives  faer^ 
srif  high  airs,  refases  his  visits,  and  retoros  his  letters  un^ 
epened'-^U  with  the  intention,  no  doubt^  of  drawipg  him 
iatomafce  a  proposal  of  marril^e.  She  may  chaao^  haw^ 
ever,  to  push  that  game  »  Kttle  tOofar^  My  son  ia  of  a 
SQspicious  temper  &  he  does  not  want  pride^  It  shall  b^ 
lay  buMiess  to  discover  to  him  the  game  she  h^  playing^ 
aad  to  roase  his  indigaatian  till  it  surmoiHits  what  he 
ealk  bis  love,  but  which  evidently  deserves  another  name* 
I  hope^  very  soon,  to  have  it  in  my  po^ar  to  inform  jron 
of  the  final  termtnation  of  the  busiaes[i&   Till  then,  adieu ! 

•  £*  naAKPOB.T«     r 


LETTER  LXXXVI. 

'Miss  Houatia  Clifford  f»  Lady  DtA)fA  pBAMitty. 

MY  i^KAR  LADY  DIANA,  London. 

I  HAV£  the  mortification  to  inform  you,  that  ray  hc^s  of 
living  on  friendly  terms  with  William  are  already  vanish- 
ed. He  has  behaved  ungeaeHouely^  You*  shall  know 
avcry  particular. 

My  uncle  was  so  pleased  with  his  company  on  the  day 
he  diaed  here,  that,  contrary  to  his  custom,  be  pressed 
him,  with  earnestness,*  to  remain  the  whole  eveningL  My 
brother,  however,  took  hte  leave  rather  early,  on  the  pre- 
tence of  business.-— Unffrtuaate  business ! 
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WW  jiwrs  telpi^  the  hoMrof  difip?r5  bls.fcxHmafi  l»«oi%|il 
a  verbid  message,  importing,  <  that  it  would 7i<>t  be  ia.bb 

I  saw  him  not  that  day,  ^^r  |hf  9«x|t^  ,  Aft  last)  I  Ad- 
/p^iv^d  1^  il0t|)  ttom  himj'  iafi^miog  pof  thi^  h^  wished  to 
ha,f»  mw^.  privat?  codi^sqUoii,  and  meatioiiiDg  Uie  hotir 
wb?i|  he  expaeted  to  ii|i4  «a^  al<me.  . 

.  I  f^eeil^ied  this  npfie  ii|  the  pres^iii^e  (rf  my  auQi>  find 
^^ugbt  it  i>Qt  proper  tp  wxi^eal  its  pujrp^^  ftom  hci^ 
lUbeh^d  bfifbre  ^icpr^ssed  conosra  i^t  bi9  having  been  iM> 
fopg  witbiimt.^iiig:  IthfS  /coBtentfspf  XhiB,  note  incneaaed 
j^r  unewippifif. 

He  piiiii!?  at  |h^  i<jHr  i^poiqt^.  I  tyw  somewhal; 
«bo^f^  *t  his  app^4ri^ic^  Bis  dr^s  was  (difprderad,  bis 
jeyes  inflamed,  and  his  countenance  haggard*  Qn  my  ex-> 
f^resmg  i|)irprise  i^ad.v^a^atpn^)^  %  }tAf^  b?ep  yery  un- 
fiipftttnii^Vfaid  b^i  *  ^PJ^  I  last  s^w  you ;  but  I  still  en- 
it^rtiill  l^opais,  my  diNMr»  tbiM^  on  ^ai^ture  refleptiod,  you 
mil  accept  pf  Lo»d  J^mifpoH.  IJfB  Ipves  you  to  distrao- 
iioB^  He  a^l  osoaka  y<?li  ib^  bdppMsl  of  women ;  and,  in 
my  salisfaetjon  at  yow  b^ofiiness,  J  nball  forget  my  own 
jiriafortunea.  h^m  A^p^t^  by  bis  lordship  to  renew  his 
^pi!opofial-«-witb  this  imqrapcf^  that  be  will  allow  your 
unde  to  fix  the  terms  of  settlement.  Cm  any  thing  b^ 
more  nobl^  or  more  gneaejripus  ?*<!^Lady  Deanport  knows 
j^otbing  pf  tbis:  you  wUi  have  no|:hing  to  )do  with  h^ 
My  lord  is  sensible  that  she  has  behaved  improperly  tp 
yoy  :--ryotir  triitmpb  over  ber  mahce  wjU  be  complete.' 
:  I  qW  not  troubla  you  with  my  answe^r  to  this  fine 
apeech.  When  he  saw  that  his  eloquence  was  in  yain^ 
4nd  that  I  piersev^r^d  in  (he  sentiments  I  bad  expressed 
from  the  beginning,  be  seemed  to  I^jave  some  difficulty  to 
^mmand  bis  temper:  the  strq^le  was  evident*  He  did 
.CjKWmand  it,  however ;  and  said,  even  in  a  milder  tone 
^aH  HSU^ — *  Since  you  cannot  be  prevailed  on,  from  con- 
siderations of  your  own  interest,  I  hope  you  will  have  tbp 
^^neroi^ty  to  pay  some  aitt^ntion  to  mi^,  Hoi^tia.-^]^  is 
4if  the  i^^teit  imp^fUijli^  tp  m  ihfU;  |LiOrd  Ofsaiip^grl; 
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dioiild  not  lofie  all  hope  of  your  beiiig  one  day  his.  Toa 
wtU  oblige  tne  so  far  as  to  keep  that  hope  alire  for  some 
time  At  least/        ' 

*  How  can  my  behaving  in  that  manner  be  of  the  great- 
«8t  importat/ce  to  you  V  I  asked.  • 

'  It  is  unnecessary  to  declare  Aow,*  replied  he,  in  the 
irords  I  bad  tfiade  use  of  at  our  former  conference— 
*  since  J  whatever  be  the  cause  j  the  fact  ti  certain,— All  I  now 
require  of  you  is,  to  behave  to  his  lordship  with  the  ap- 
pearancis  of  some  degree  of  favour :«»— ^his  will  cost  yoU  ne- 
thing.  A  woman  of  your  beauty  can  keep  a  man  at  her 
Uevotion  for  years.  You  canndt  be  certain  what  altera- 
tioi\.may  take  place  in  your  own  mind ;  but  if  none  should, 
it  will  be  soon  enough  to  acquaiint  him  with  your  final  re. 
solution,  when  you  shall  be  addressed  by  some  other  mas, 
whom  you  prefer/ 

I  hope,  my  dear  Lady  Diana,  that  I  should  have  ror 
jected  sudi  a  proposal  at  any  rate ;  but  it  never  could 
have  been  made  at  a  time  when  there  was  less  likelihood 
of  its  succeeding  than  after  my  having  received  your  last 
letter  on  coquetry,  which,  notwithstanding  the  petulance 
of  my  answer,  has  made  a  deep  impression  on  my  mind, 
'When  I  inveighed  against  the  deceitfulness  of  such  con- 
duct,— *  No  woman,^  said  he,  <  can  scriiple  at  a  little  ior 
nocent  coquetry.''  >  -     ' 

*  Some  women,'  I  answered,  ^  think  sudi  coquetiy  by 
no  means  innocent :  it  would  be  'injurious  even  to  Lord 
'Deanport.'  • 

*  On  the  contrary,  it  will  rendfer  him  happi^.  Th^ 
time  spent  in  courtship  is  thought  to  be  the  happiest  of  a 
man^slife.'  ' 

*  I  would  not  be  a  deceiver^  though  I  were  sure  of  pro^ 
ducing  happiness  to  myself,'  answered  I. 

<  There  is  nothing  that  deserves  the  name  of  deceit  in 
what  I  ask  ;  but  it  is  of  the  greatest  importance  to  me. 
-You  cannot  conceive  in  what  distress  I  shall  be  involved, 
if  you  continue  obstinate.' 

On  my  repeating— •  That  I  did  not  see  how  my  behar 
viour  to  Xord  t)eanport  could  be  of  such  conseiiuence  to 
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faim/  hii  foof e&aeA^^^  that,  instead  of  «pplykig.the  two 
thousand  pounds  I  had  advanced  to  pnjr  LovdD^aDport^ 
he  hadioit  the  greater  part  of  it  at  play  on.the  very  night 
bewreoAvfd  it;  ^dbat  he  had  been  wreldied  ever  ^ocsi 
that  I«Dfd  Deanport  JMid  caUed  on  lum  that  morning,  and 
commissioned  him  to  renew  his  former  proposal ;  'that^ 
.nirhetfaerl  thought  proper  iinally  to  comply  with  it  oc  not, 
lie  wished  to  be  allowed  :to  tell  his  lordship  that  I  badjoo 
ol^flclaon'  to  his  vkiting  me  occasionally  ;  that^.  if  he  did 
not  carry  him  an  ansmr  ia^  some/degree  favourable^  he 
dreaded  tbaft  his  Icrdshift^s  resentment  against  me  would 
ipvovofcfijbim.  to  press  for.  the  imniediate  paythent.of  thf 
debt.'  -    '      ,..•..■ 

^  How  r  exclaimed  !«  ^  Sid  you  not  assure  me  thai  he 
was  your  friend P'  ,  .  -li 

:  ^.  Fistendi-^Friend  i'f-^repeated  he,  :witb.  ah  ironical 
idrr  ^flud  fae.wiU^ce&tin^  to  be  my  friend  as  long  as;I 
can  be  of  any  service  to  him.  Btat^  should  your  conduct 
|»ovbke him'-—*^    ../,♦••••'      .  '  '■'  %■ 

^  I  have  not  the  least  intention  to  provoke  Um,'  said;I. 

<  Yojttr  intentions  are  nothii%  to  the:purp6se,'  rcgoined 
.  he :  f  his  reeentmeat.  againi^  you  linay  prompt  hini  to  dis- 
tress-mc.' .  :  •  ••'.! 

<  I  do  not  think,  it  possible^?  I  saiSd,  *  xhBt  a  mui  of 
liovd  Dbanport's  rankcoiildtake^a  species,  of 'Tengeance 
dK>.uiyiist.anddesfaaaU&'..   I  ,   . 

<  Kank  I'.rephed  he.  iVWhaUfaas.  hie  rank  to  do  in  the 
matter?'  .    ■/'.  '   '  ^' 

*  Well,  I;  cannot  think  so  ill  of  any  man  of  my  ae- 
-quaintaticevbe  his  ran^  what  it  wiU»* ........ 

^  That*  shdiw&  your'  igooorance  of  the'  world,'  ssod-  he.  * 

*  And  you  imagine  that  Lord  Deanpoel  is  of  this'eha<> 
racterpr  tejoindd X  »,  ^    .« 

^  J  do  not  positively  .a$sert  that  iie  is- (but  loould  not 
svrear  that  he  is  not.' 

*  Good  heaven!  brother ;T^yet  you  bcwe  urged  me  to 
marry  this  man  r 

He  seemed  a  little  confused  at  this  observation. 

*  Well,'  s^d  he,  peevishly,  <  I  urge  that  ad  more ;  but. 
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if  he  k  a  bid  iiiMi  you  ucd  have  Ae  lest  Mniple.at  |u:U 
li^  as  I  BOW  desivB  yaaf 

I  thra  told  liiBi  ^  that  I  oartpinljr  ibpuld  iiotT  I  at 
the' Mine  time  cxprened  aiiy  tegrctat  hb  having  daceivad 
tai^  ill  not  applying  tl|e  two  tbQiuwid  pounds  ta  tbe  cx« 
liablionitf  the  debt. 

r*  <  I<tett  you/  said  he^  '*  tlmt  yqar  twotbousand  poundi 
oould  hit  faaire  extinguifibad  it:  I  owed  him  four.  If 
ybu  had'  adTaticed  me  that  sum  ^t  onoe»  it  'Would  hi|vt 
been  eicttngaished ;  but,  ainqe  yoa  are  fistiul  -of  doing 
timgB  fay  bakes,,  instead  of  agre^ng  to  Lord  Deanport^i 
|Mropo6al^-all  Idetiveofyoui^  to  uake  him  believe  yea 
pillf  or  n^y,  agree  to  it  some  time  bence.^ 
i»;il  dien  assured  him  ^tkat  I  never  would  gi^  Lord 
Deanport  the  least  reason  to  believe  any  sueh  thing/ 
I :  He  had  pronounced  What  he  last  iund  in  a  reused' voice  | 
|uid  nois^  11^  a  louder  (one,  and  with  a  fiirioasaq^pt,  he 
lijualaiflai^d*^^.  ¥qu  >wiU  not  ?V 

'  Brother^  said  I,  with  as  n)uch  calmness  as  I  coUidsij 
jAima,  \joa  mny  think  yqu  have  a  right  to  oflbr  me  your 
hdTice  on.tbis  subject;  but  you  have  no  right  tobeangrj 
ft  my  dfeolinipg  it«  I  have  only  to  inform  you^  however, 
that  your  raised  voice  and  apgry  looks  will  have  just  «^ 
little  influence  wiUi  me  as  your  urgi^raents.^ 
s  This  rendec^  him  more  fi|skHisz<»*«*I  thought  he  would 
have  struck  me. — <  You  had  best  ^ot  disgraae  yimi^io 
|av,^  eaid  I;  ^  as  to  ferget  that  I  am  a  wob^.V  ' 

He  start^  baclf,  anf|  st^ifck  his  qwn  forehead  with  hk 
««.     '  . 

My  aunf,  who  was  in  an  adjoinipg  loom,  entaiad  srr 
f  Giood  hef^yins  T  exclain^  ^^  ^  what  is  tbe  nu^tterf 
.<  W«w^fe%>tb  silent* 

'  My  dearest  nephew  !^  resumed  she,  taking  hold  of  b>^ 
b#pd*«Eql  bursting  into  tiMvs,  f  what  is  tl^  nei^ 

^  Let  her  inform  you/  said  he, 
.  J  waa  afccttd  by  19;^  aunt's  tears  >*«-|,  at  lasteaid,  ^^ 
fi9  much  ciedmi^ess  as  I  pould  muster  \xp,  *  My  hrotto 
bas  been  uigii^  me  to  a  measure  I  can  never  adopt}  ^ 
pH  ^hyti^  I  thitik^  I  have;  the  bes^  right  of  decision." 
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Widi  greatkft^peranee  of  T<^  andigeskmc,  He  ael 
cQsedine  of  gelfHnifficieiiey^  pride^j  audi  obstinaey ;  mS, 
^ 'Mj  &lker  had  spoiled  mc'by  too- itaiieh  4'iid«il^Trce '( 
Mid'diflt  an  dverw^iog  iXHaoaU-of  i(iy  personld  jchi^nkia 
)ilKl<{iike  dkonleyed  my  briuh  t  that  I  bad,  anee:  befefe^ 
rmdertd  myself  ridiculous^  byreftising  a  most  advanla* 
glottis  marriagif^  that,  howeter,  wasinr  iome  tA^gt^e  paiu 
xk^nable^  ott^idcotint  of  my  Mrly  youth ;  but  tl«e  same  alv 
lowance  would  not  be  made  tne  at  the  a^  of  twe»ty*twio,^«« 
YflPii  know,  I  believe,  madam,*  continued  he,  addressing 
Mrs.  Darnley,  *  that  a  man  of  high  rank  and  fortune^ 
my  intimate  friend,  one  whose  alliance  would  do  her  and 
all  her  relations  the^  greatest  honeur,'  is  at  present  in  hep 
cboi^ ;  and  sb^^  from  merefaprice,  {for  she  can  assign  no 
reason  that  has  a  grain  of  common  sensp  in  it),  persists  ii( 
r^ecting  him/ 

'  Tbift'al^boraffive  style^  and,  still  mofe^  the  mMner  in 
-which  be  had  mentioned  my  fkther,  ejffiiced  the  impression 
WMch  the  teare  of  my  auTit  bad  made  on  my  mind. 

t  reauiled  an  air  ef  oooiness,  and  said,  <  that  I 
should  have  been  happy  to  have  lived  with  4iim  on  tfaat 
Aieiidly  feoCing  that  was  beaming  persons  so  nearly  coilr 
netted*  and  on  which  I  bad  always  lived  with  my  other 
tdattons;  but  that  I  never  would  acknowlei%9  any  of 
that  authority  which  he  seemed  to  arrogate  oyj^  yne;  that 
*i  had  the  less  reason  to  be  surprised  at  his  not  recollect- 
ing that  he  was  only  my  brother,  since,  in  speaking  of  his 
father,  he  bed  sometimes  forgot  that  h^  waft  bis  son^^ 

He  seemed  confounded,  and  ma^e  no  immediate  an- 
swer ;  and  I  left  the  room^ 

'  My  aunt  has  singe  told  me,  ^  that,  in*  sptt^  of  aA  shp 
said  to  pacify  him,  and  prevail  on  him  to  stay^  he  uttered 
nothing  but  oaths,  an4  withdrew.^ 

This  has  given  roe  gfeat  uneasiness ;  but  I  am  muster* 
$tig  up  all  my  phiibsophy  to  bear  ^at  I  cannot  alter,  and 
4iave  been  languidiing  for  the  society  of  the  marchioness 
to  give  me  the  example.  I  have  received  a  most  agreeable 
jitter  from  lj«r*    She  cof^ss  t»  tnwn  to*morraw.    Sh^haa 
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lieftfd  from  her  hiiabaad,  who  ha»  been.appointed  to  a  wtj 
honourable  (liltiadoii  io  Ihe  Bumaa  service.  He  writes  to 
her  in  high  spirits,  and  she  wmtes  to  toe ;  in  the  same; 
He  is  Dolrquite  certun,  however,  whether  it  wiU  be -in  his 
power  to,  oome  for  her  :tQ  Bngfand*  I  hcqpe  Mis*  IKhi* 
ham^s  health  will  permit  yoik  tP  leave  her.  The  tnardiior 
jieas  will  be  greatly  morii^  if  she  has  not  the  pleasow 
of  seeing  you  before  she  l^ves  Englanil,  I  am,  my  4eaf^ 
ast  raadam,  your  eter  affectionato 


LETTER  LXXXVU. 

T'Ae  Countess  of  Deanport  to  James  Geindill,  Esq^ 


Ty  HKX  I  last  wrote  to  you,  X  was  epOTiaeed. that  the 
mighty  offcDoe  whiefa  Miss  Clifibrd  pret(^i»4ed  tp  kive  ti^ 
ken  at  my  song's  beb^yipur,  and  her  refusing  his  visits  and 
letters,  were  intended  to  draw  fropi.  him  a.(»oposal  of 
marriage.  I  took  particular  care  to  warn  him  of  this,  and 
prevent  bis  becoming  the  dupe  of  such  comnpoo  artifice 
He  e^cpressed  sufficient  indignation  at  the  haughty  airs 
the  damsel  assumed;  but  npt  sp  as  to  free  m^  entirely 
from  the  apprehension  that  his  ridiqulofis  attachment  tp 
her  was  stronger  than  his  anger-  My  fears  were  increas- 
.ed  by  the  arrival  of  the  girPs  brothart  with  whom  my  son 
had  formed  an  intimacy  abroad,  and  who,  having.been  ia- 
formed  of  Lord  DeanpprtV  attentions  to  her,  bad  return- 
ed, as  I  was  convinced,  at  this  particularHiine,  fpr  theexr 
press  purpose  of  assisting  his  sister  in  her  scheme  to  in* 
veigle  my  son  into  marriage. 

In  the  midst  of  xny  solicitude,  Mrs*.  Demurs  called  on 
me  one  day,  and  told  me  ^  that  she  <^>ukl  give  me  apiece 
of  news  which,  she.  was  surei  would  astpnisb  m^  as  much 
as  it  had.done  her ;  namely,  that  my  Lord  I>eanpcart  had 
made  a  formal  i»*oposal  of  marriage  to  Miss  Glifford^^ 

I  expressed  surprise  ai  her  giving  the  least  credit  to  a 
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report  dishonourable  td  my  soti^  md  wfaioh  could  htkie.  no 
other  foundation  dian  his  having  condescended  to^  flirt  ^ 
little  wiih  the  girl,    i 

^  'Yotir  ladyship  may  depend  upon  it/  said  she,  ^  thai 
be  carried  his  flirtation  tfa&  length  of  making-lKr  d  cViavy 
seribcis  {)roposal  of  marriage^;  yet  that  need  give  you  no 
uneasiness,  sioeethei  young  Tady  has  re&ised  htni  in  the 
most  decided  telTliys.V 

I  adked,  if  «he  was  mad  ?  -       !;      . 

>  She  said  ^  she  hoped  not;  but  she  and^rstooct  tfaajt  his 
lordship  was  in  danger  of  running  mad  with  grief  at  his 
refection;  that  she  had  received  the  intelligenee  from 
Mr.  Clifford,  who  was  the  more  provoked  at  his  sister,  be* 
cause  she  had  raised  a  far  ^nore  advantageous  niatch  Jbe^ 
fere ;  that  the  truth  of  the  fact  had  been  ocmfinned  tohor 
by  Mrs,  Damley,  who  was  convinced  that  all  fresh  soUdtp 
tation,  on  the  part  of  Lord  Deanport^  would  be  vain,  for 
^e  knew  her  niece  to  be  rather  nixie  in  her  chdtoe  of  a 
husband,  and  extremely  prcudJ* 

However  pleased  I  might  have  been  with  this,  informal 
tion,  I  could  not  help  feeling  indignation  at  the  arrogance 
of  the  creature. 

*  Froud  r  cried  I,«— *  Pray,  Mrs,  Demure,  can  you 
guess  for  whom  thSs  paragon  reserves  herself?  She  can 
have  no  hopes  of  being  the  wife  of  a  prince  of  tlie  blood 
^**a  malicious  act  of  parliament  stands  in  the  way.^ 
.  ^  Perhaps,  when  she  can  do  no  better,^  reptied.Mrs. 
Demure,  *  she  may  condescend  tx>  inarry  a  duke.  But  it 
as  clear  that  sbe  looks  higher  l^n  an  earl :  or,  if  she  can 
stoop  so  low  as  to  one  of  that  rank^  she  has  already  shown 
that  the  earl  of  Deanport  is  not  the  person  she  intends  to 
honour.' 

'  ^Though  shea£B9cted  to  be.  turning  Miss  Clifford  into 
ridicule,  yet  I  couM  perceive  that  sbe  indulged  in  those 
and  other  impertment  expressions,  fcotn  malice  to  me; 
and,  in  spite  of  the  {>leasdre  I -felt,  from  the  assurance 
that  Miss  Clifford  was  not  to  be  my  son's  wife,  I  could 
have  spit  in  Mrs.  X)^muire'8  face  for  the  style  in  which 
.  «he  conveyed  lu 
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'■ '  I>h«Te  been  long  t^otmncedcf;  Ait  woman^a  batrtd  th 
gainst  me,' tUugh  I  am  not  certain  tbat.  abei  knotr«  tlua 
full  extent  of  the  reason  she  has  for  it  That  she  has  also 
A  sj^ite^  against  Miss  Cliflbrd  iis  evidept  enough.  The 
gtri^beai^yi  indtsputaUy  supflrbrioher  oirn>  abeouols 
Air  that :  but  her  hatred  against  the  lister  does  not  pre^ 
veat  Mis.  Demure  ifom  kpreadiag  he^.  nets  for  the  bro^ 
ther.  Peggy  Almond,  who  has  been  .with .  me  for  som9 
time,  first  made  the  remark.  I  knew  that  sbe  had  been 
sighing  finr  a  husband,  of  late,  witb  Jtaore  fervour  than 
usiial^;  'and  I  am  not  itt  pleased  that  she  has  fixed  her 
fancy  on  young  Cliffi)rd.  I  heartily  wirii.her  success^ 
from  the- love  I  bear  the  young  lady,  add  her  starebed 
ifi^nd,'  the  chaste  Diahat  I  hope  she  wSl  not  be  caught 
in  heir  own  snare^  as^  I%8tfongly  suspect,  she  was,  when 
flhe  made  the  same  attempt  on  Mr.  Mordaunt.  Of  this, 
however,  I  would  ghre  f.  considerable  snm  to  be  fully  asi» 
eeftained.  After  fheir  connisetion,  of  whatever  nature  it 
had  been,  seemed  to  be  entirely  broken,  I  endeavoured^ 
by  all  the  ineans  I  could  devise,  to  draw  a  confirmation 
of  my  suspicions  from  him :  I  took  particular  care  to  v^ 
.  form  him  of  a  striking  instance  of  Mrs.  Demure^s  malice 
against  himself,  hoping  that,  in  return,  he  would  give  me 
the  satisfactbn  I  wished  for ;  not  that  I  expected  a  down* 
right  avowal,  but  I  did  expect  that,  in  the  usual  way  with 
fine  gentlemen,  he  would  deny  and  reject  the  imputation 
in  such  a  manner  as  would  leave  no  doubt  of  its  truth, 
X  must  acknowledge  that  I  was  completely  disappointed  ; 
and,  if  I  had  nothing  to  form  a  judgment  from,  but  what 
was  to  be  gathered  from  the  words  tmd  bdiaviour  of  Mor^ 
daunt,  I  sI)ouId  b^  pbliged  to  conclude  that  my  auqpicions 
were  unfoiinded.  •  . 

Mrs,  Demur^^s  own  isonduct,  however,  hasi  in  particu- 
lar circtims^oes,  added  strength  to  my  susjHeions:— as 
often  as  the  gdied  part  ia  touched,  she  winces.  At  my 
instigation,  Lady  Bliint  rubbed  it  lately  a  little  too  rouglw 
iy.  She  could  burdly  refrain  from  screaming.  But  all 
jhis  forms  no  clearer. proof  than  exists  agmqst  numbe£^ 
yrho  ^re  st^ll  classed  among  th^  uprightr-i4  am'  more  so* 
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iiciMii  tttiii  «fbr' k/^^bttiHi:  ptt^sf  postfive;  I  wigt  wUM 
UmpktUinoe  ^t  MaB^\xni\  xet^  to  towa.  I  fin[^  re$(dr>^ 
Ad  io  put  hitti  DBH^e  com  tolbe:  qfuditiotit  mid  with  :meU 
acUmsias  tiMjr/  p«rUa|ii^^  s^^vleeise  th^  tmtfe  fctte  bim  be4 
foreiie  is  awiii^  iafmy  ihtejit»oaii      .  ; 

In  tte  eburse.of  my  researches  after  this  edctge,  I  have 
been  informed  that  he  was  caugfii  on  the  continent  by  d 
f*rench  v^oiaati,  with  whom  he  ^me  to  Bngland, — ^a^ 
Inadame  la  marquise  de-^^onaf^thing  or  odier ; — ^for  every 
j^renchman  io  be  met  with  now^^ays  is  a  nobleman, 
l^nerally  one  who  faas  forfeited  a  great  estate ;  and  every 
Fcanchwoman  is  d  duehess,  a  nrarehioness,  or  a  countess 
at  least;  Notwithstanding  the  hayoe  made  My  the  re^vo- 
luUon  aimoi^  the  nobility  of  Prance,  t  am  assured  that 
ttiore  French  ped{>le^  with  titles/  are  to  be  fdund  in  the 
di£&reut  countries  of  Europe,  at  present^  than  wefe  in 
France  before  the  emigration  began.  The  lady  whonx 
iifordaunt  has  imported,  I  hear^  is  very  handsome^  and 
Wonderfully  elegant  in  her  mannera.  That  she  has  some- 
&ing  ptfuaTit  in  her  appearance  I  readily  believe,  smc^ 
Mordaunt  has  showed  her  so  mueh  attention ;  but  as  foi: 
what  they  call  elegance,  I  dare  fswear '  it  is  nothing  bui| 
that  pert  address  and  friskiness  of  mantier  which  French 
women  almost  universally  have*  Be  that  as  it  may^  I 
fancy  Mordaunt  begins  to  be  tired  of  her ;  for^  after  rov^ 
tpg  about  town  a  little  with  his  friend  Travers,  they  set 
out  suddenly  for  Rose-Mouot<  pn  the  pretext  that  my 
lord  was  ill  and  impaUent  to  see  his  brother.  The  true 
reason,  I  am  convinced,  was  to  get  quit  of  the  FrenicK 
ifom$n.  You  know  he  is  the  most  volatile  bird  of  pass-< 
age  that  ever  fluttered  among  females.  During  his  ab- 
sence, the  marchioness,  as  they  call  her,  went  in  search 
of  consolation  from  her  countrymen,  the  emigrants,  at 
Biebmond,  which  swarms  with  them.  There  is  nothing 
but  French  icroaked  there  »  tlie  tow^i  is  a  complete  rookf 

,  I  have  hardly  seen  JDeanport  since  he  received  the  IstAt 
re\iuS  from  the  bidy.  .  Surivg  the  short  time  I  was  witb 
bimi  I  took  no  notice  of  iu    He  seemed  horridly  out  of 
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buvnoun  Ai  h»  siDy  grief Ibr  die  cHMpp^tm^l  UfeAsM^ 
indignation  will  kincUe.  This  mirjr  be  turned  Ux  good  ne^^ 
count ;  but  nothing  mus|,  be*  littfemptcxi'  as  yeC  You  had 
best  not  write  to  faim^  while  iif  i^m  his  present  humour* 
I  will  inform  you  of  more  soon*    Meanwhile,  I  am,  tec.    . 


Letter  lxxxvul 

The  Same  to  the  Same. 


I  WA«  entertained  with  your  eotmtfyffidn^s  penetratioii, 
who  perceived  the  reciprocal  friendship  and  cordiality 
that  exists  between  IVf  r&  Demure  and  me.  There  was  a 
time,  however,  when  I  had  a  sincere  friendship  for  that 
woman,  and  she  then  was  at  infinite  pains  to  malce  me 
believe  that  she  had  the  same  for  me.  I  never  uttered  a 
sentiment,  in  her  hearing,  which  I  was  not  immediately 
told  corresponded  with  hers.  You  would  have  imagined 
we  thought  with  the  same  souL  I  took  more  pleasure  in 
ber  company  than  in  that  of  any  other  woman.  Nothing 
could  be  more  obliging,  more  accommodating,  more  agree- 
able, in  all  respects,  than  the  whole  of  her  behaviour.  It 
was  then — ^Your  ladyship^s  superior  understanding — ^your 
ladyship's  accomplishments — ^your  ladyship's— —Oh !  t 
never  observed  more  candid  courtesy  among  the  lick-* 
spittles  of  a  court.— And  what  I  considered  as  disinterest* 
eA.  attachment,  what  inspired  me  with  real  good-will  tum^ 
ed  out  to  be  nothing  but  a  perfidious  selfish  design  upon 
my  son.  You  may  easily  imagine  my  indignation  at  this 
discovery  ;  and,  from  that  moment,  I  held  her  in  abhor* 
renee. 

I  do  not  know  that  Lord  Deanport's  passion  for  Mrs^. 
Demure  was  equal  to  what  he  felt  for  Miss  Ciiflbrd  ;  but 
I  well  know  that  she  used  every  means,  and  exhausted 
every  artifice,  to  render  it  so ;  and  that  it  coii  me  much 
trouble  to  free  him  from  her  fascinations.  Were  he 
bound  to  me  by  no  other  tie,  he  owes  me  dtemal   gratis 
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tilde  ^  having  prevented  his  union  irk&  a  vremam  whose 
jeliid:  study  would  haT«  been  to  govern  and  make  him  the 
toat  of  her  flhravieeand  ambition*.  /    -    . 

.  €he  had  not  the  impudence  to  expect  that  X  would  sad 
oppose  her  views  on  my  son^  and^  iherefcnre,  endeavoured 
to  keep  them  carefully,  xsoneealed  from/  me :  i)ut'  sh^is 
ignorant  of  the  device  I  fell  on  to  cure  him  of  his  passion; 
The  abrupt  manner  in  which  he  left  her,  would  proba* 
Uy  have  roused  that  spritof  revenge  which  sheis:  known 
to  possesar,  had  not  her  attention  been,  diverted  from  my 
son^s  ^conduct  by  the  homage  paid  her  at  that  precise  time 
by  a  p^son  of  very  high  rank,  which  flattered  her  vanity^ 
and  engrossed  her  mind  so  entirely,  that  she  forgot  alt 
her  other  adorers. 

.  He  has  lately  set  out  on  other  pursuits,  and  she  now 
thinks  it  high  time  to  provide  herself  in  a  second  hudband. 
I  am  obliged  to  Peggy  Almond^s  acuteness  for  the  know« 
ledge  cf  Mr.  Ghffbrd's  being  the  man  she  destines  for  that 
honour.  Pe^y,  at  my  desire,  by  dint  of  flattery,  and 
tiie  most  artful  obseqiousness,  has  acquired  the  good^wili, 
and,  in  a  certain  degree,  the  confidence  of  Mrs.  Demure^ 
She  assures  me,  that  Mrs;  Darnley  is  so  much  the  dupe 
of  my  dearfriendy  that  she  wishes  to  promote  the  plan  of 
marriage. between  her  and  Mr.  Cliflbrd,  so  that  there  are 
considerable  hopes  of  its  succeeding*  You  cannot  imagine 
how  delightfully  Peggy  takes  off  the  amorous  widow,  and 
turns  her.  into  ridicule.  I  shall  never  part  with  this  girl. 
Some  of  my  acquaintance  accuse  her  of  being  deceitful 
and  of  being  an  ^bitual  liar.  Both  accusations,  I  belteve, 
are  pretty  well  founded :  she  is  caf>able  of  decfeiring  most 
people,  and  she  is  given  to  lying  to  all  the  worid,  except 
to  myself;  but  ahe  nev^  tells  a  lie  to  me.  i 

Though  I  now  dislike  Mrs.  Deiaure  in  a  far  greater 
degree  than  I  ever  loved  b^r,  and  thereis  a  considerable 
diminintioa  Qf.\aur.  inti0iacy,.yet  I  have  endeavoured  to 
preserve  the  appeamHce  of  my  former  attachinent,  aind 
was  w«Uingf  to  have  continued  to  hie  with  her  in  a  Mate  of 
polite  mutual  hatred  to  the  end  of  the  chapter,  without 
attempting  to  disturb  or  do  her  any  mischief,  fkrther  than 
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hf  Hy  ndifict,  lAick  k  is  not  in  mjr  pnwMf  tocodtiilii]^ 
Md.^  ttsi  provoked  me,  more  thin  ftvbr,  bj  <be  kimili* 
ingy  impertinept,'  and  irdnicai  manner  in  iriiich  she  ao« 
iMineed  Miss  Glifind'b  having  ii^ceted  the  hdnd  of  iiijr 
ioo^  As  my  .desire  fms»  thai  this  marriage  sbetdd  noi 
tike  pbee,  you;  wiU  think  that  the  inteUigenee  oa|^  ns^ 
turalty  to  b^e.  given  more  sartitfabtion  than  fattr  imperti-t 
iient  manner  t)£  6ommunieating  it  could  giir6  patn:  jou^ 
iridt  a  manly  artiogance^  wH  assert,  that  to  foet  otbefwisl 
is.  contrary  io  reason,  and  liieling  like  that  weak  erestuit 
fpsnam,  hnt  would  be  quite  unworthy  of  that  mighty  ra» 
iiohal  being  1haM.*-^So  eontiliue  to  think  ;  but  allow  me, 
Hise  sir,  to  be  convinced  that  the  latter  is  by  much  the 
silliest,  most  ^ricious,'  ineonsistent  anktal,  of  the  two: 
of  #bich  I  eould  give  many  proofs  if  I  had  titne;  hot  at 
present  I  can  only  tell  you,  that  if  yon  think  #hat  is  sup 
posed  above^  you  are  quite  ignorant  of  what  is  natofsL 
I  acknowledge  that  I  find  the  insolence  and  mdckery  cf  a 
person,  who  used  to  fkwu  upon  me  like  a  spaniel,  more 
iiitirferable,  and  thtft  it  ejtcites  stronger  resentment  llisa 
eten  her  forming  a  serious  plan  against  my  interest*  Be^ 
sides^  this  woman  has  given  herself  some  very  sublime  airs 
of  late  on  another  subject^aad  is  as  provoking  with  her 
cant.sbout  virtue  as  Lady  Diana  Franklin  with  hereon^ 
duet*  Por  those  reasons,  t  heartily  #ish  her  married  to 
Mr.  ClifTord. 

..  Tbts'main^  tn.^e  dsptb  of  your  rea^niag,  yoa^ 
reekon  tinnaturaL-^^What  t  to  puniah  tbe  woman  yoa 
hala,:  vtiU  you  pRioiDte  her. marriage  with  thdnisiidi^ 
loves?  And  can  you  ask  the quenioni  wish  surprise,«^y^ 
who  Are  acquainted  with  so  many  miserable  couples,  di 
of  whom  married  fix>m  what  they  ealled  k)ve?  What  se^ 
terer  punishment  eoiild  I  wish  to  two  of  my  greatest  ene- 
mies, of  difierent  setbs,  and  incompatible  tesqicrs,  than 
that  they  shontd  be  liiarried  together,  heweter-desiious 
both  may  be  of  the  unio^.  Should  it  takeipiac^^  i^^ 
upon.it,  tills  will  be  thiS  fhte  of  the  eoupleiin'qtt^tfs0^ 
I  barve  made  yon  aiSquaioted  witlr  the  one,  and  i  ska'(oI4 
tfaui.  the  other  is  one  of  the  most  passionate  men  alil^ 
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Ailotlier  reiuton,  that  has  considerable  weight  in  mak* 
tng  me  desirous  of  the  aocompliihmeBt  of  that  alliance,  is^ 
that  I  know  it  will  vex  and  mortify  Lady  Diana  and  Miss 
Clifford ;  by  which  t  shall  have  the  satisfaction  of  seeing 
twa  wotnen  mortified  who  have  frequently  mortified  me; 
^  tipefdaUy  if  I  can  by  any  means  get  to  the  bottofn  of  Mrft* 
Demure^s  a&ir  with  Mordaunt,  which  at  preijsnt,  I  have 
r^as^^n  to  thii\^,  neither  of  them  believe.  And  i^  not* 
witfaBtandiog  their  incredulity  on  that  sulgect,  they  disr 
fike  the  connectkm,  I  leave  you  to  imagine  wh^it  their  ab? 
hMMrrence  will  be,  when  the  refined  sentimental  widow's  in* 
trigue  shall  be  made  manifest. 

I  cannot  express  the  pleasure  I  should  take  in  wishing 
the  chaste  goddess,  and  her  favourite  nymph)  joy  of  tbeur 
virtuous  relation. 

Until  I  have  the  pleasure  of  eigoying  their  confusion  at 
some  sudi  pernfagtf  I  shall  think  myself  in  Mrs.  De^ 
mure^s  debt  for  the  insulting  sarcastic  manner  in  which 
abe  told  me  Miss  Cliffinrd  had  rgeeted  my  son,  and  for  the 
{deasure  she  evidently  takes  in  whatever  she  thinks  will 
^ve  me  pain.  Until  then,  also,  I  shall  consider  mysetf 
as  the  debtor  of  the  other  two  ladies,  for  various  articles 
which  I  am  impi^ent  to  clear  off< 

I  desire  that  you  will  not  imagine  that  I  neglect  any 
jappcBttunity  of  re««staUishing  you  <m  a  good  footing  wi^ 
jny  son :  depend  on  it  I  am  as  anxious  for  that  as  you 
can  be :  but  he  is  not  to  be  spoken  to  as  yet;  he  is  stiU 
in  all  the  horrors  of  disappointmeDt,  and  has  not  as  ytt 
been  able  to  digest  the  repulse.  I  intend  to  enter  on  the 
subject  with  him  soon.  I  have  a  particular  plan  in  view: 
•^you  shall  hear  of  it  in  my  next*    Yours,  &c. 

S.  DKANPORT. 


vol.  vu. 
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LETTER  LXXXIX. 

From  tke  Same  to  the  Sdmu. 


j^^FXiRs  wear  a  liiore  favourable  asjpect  ;-^tl]e  wheel  of 
fortune^  which,  has  of  l&te  rolled  so  tnnch  against  yotir 
wishes,  mm  begins  to  turn  in  a  contrary  direction.  Not* 
withstanding  the  mad  perseverance  which  Miss  Clifford 
displayed  in  refusing  the  addresses  of  itiy  son,  I'  was  not 
without  fear  that,  after  her  flt  of  entbustastie  arrogance 
should  be  over,  and  when  she  had  fuUy  gratified  her  pricfe^ 
she  would  return  to  her  senses.  I  therefore  watched  for 
a  proper  opportunity  of  conversing  with  him.  He  bad 
anxiously  avoided  meeting  me  from  the  moment  he  detei^ 
mikied  to  make  theabject  proposal  of  marriage ;  and  he  had 
been  so  mean  as  to  employ  the  brother  to  negotiate  for 
hitt ;  and  even  wrote  a  penitential  letter  to  her,  after  Ae 
had  quarrelled  with  her  brother  on  his  account*  She  le^ 
turned  that  letter  unopened.  -  I  heard  him  stampng  and 
swearing  in  his  own  apartinent  after  it  was  brou^t  back 
to  him. 

I  entered,  and  told  hiin  at  once,  that  though  he  bad 
endeavoured  tor  keep  it  concealed  from  me,  I  knew  the 
cause  of  his  disquietude,  and  esqpressed  much  oonoem* 
^  I  must  feel  for  every  thing  which  gives  you  afliction, 
my  dear  Deanport,*  said  I,  *  whether,  in  other  respects,! 
should  think  it  tabe'  regretted  or  not.^ 

I  never^  indeed,  htid  seen  him  so  mor1»ied.*A-After 
seme  mimites  of  gloomy  silence,  he  broke  out  into  a  fresb 
fit  of  fury ;  and ,  observing  me  to  look  at  (he  returned  let- 
ter which  lay  on  the  table, — <  She  has  had  the  insolence/      { 
exclaimed  he,  *  to  send  back  my  letter  unopened.'  I 

Throwing  up  my  eyes,  in  seeming  amazement,  I  de- 
clared, <  I  never  had  heard  of  any  thing  equal  to  it—      , 
This  creature,^  added  I»  *  must  assuredly  have  a  great     | 
deal  of  pride.* 

«  She  shall  find,  however/  resumed  he,  with  a  vindictive 
look,  <  that  she  had  better  have-exhijliited  less  ol  it  to  me.' 
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*  Thete  is,  besides,  something  in  her  conduct,*  rejoined 
I,  *  ^hicfa  pride  does  not  account  fbr ;  fot  she  certainly 
seemed  to  favoui*  your  addresses  at  one  period ;— -What 
feould  be  her  drift  then  ?* 

*  Her  drift  was  to  driw  riie  on,'  exblalmfed  he.  «  Sheii 
the  errantest  jilt  in  Christendom/ 

«  Draw  you  oti  to  ^hat  ?'  said  I.  «  She  rtfases  to  bcf 
your  wife/ 

«  Draw  ind  oti  to  ifiake  the  proposal,*  cried  h^.  ^  6hc? 
trished  to  have  it  to  bodst  that  sh^  rejectied  me/ 

*  It  will  not  be  believed,*  said  I. 

^  But  I  know  it  to  be  true/  rejoined  hcj  with  a  furiou^ 
^im'ace  t  *  and  she  ^all  suffer  for  her  insolence/ 

«  It  is  certdinly  in  your  power  to  make  her  suffer,'  said 
t,  <  and  most  severdy,  if  that  would  afford  you  any  satis^ 
faction/ 

*  It  would  afford  me  thd  ^reatfest.* 

*  Then  you  have  only  to  marry  Miss  Moystori.  Yo\i 
%rill  at  once  be  one  of  the  most  opulent  peers  of  the 
realm;  Miss  Clifford  will  be  universally  ridiculed  as  art 
idiot ;  and,  with  all  her  pride,-  will  break  her  heart  with 
Vexation/ 

*  D6  you  think  *>  ?^ 

*  I  am  certain  of  it.  You  will  have  the  pleasure  of 
seeifig  her  pine  to  a  shadow,  and  expire  like  a  bad  actress 
in  a  tratgedy^  with  aH  the  world  laughing  at  her/ 

On  this  be  swore  he  would  recommence  his  addresses  to 
Miss  Moyston  without  l6sd  of  time ;  and  beg^d  that  t 
^ould  use  all  my  influence'  with  the  auht^  that  the  mar<& 
riage  might  be  concluded  as  soon  as  possible.' 

This  I  agreed  to  with  alacrity ;  for,  though  I  had  been 
tinder  the  necessity  of  avoiding  any  meeting  with  tho^ 
ladies  for  some  tiine^  I  had  not  the  smallest  doubt  of  be-» 
ing  able  to  explain  my  conduct  to  their  satisfaction,  and 
ol^  having  every  thing  arrangeii  to  my  wish  in  A  very  short 
time. 

This  affair  being  now  in  a  prosperous  train,  I  must  just 
observe,  that  the  longer  I  live  in  the  world,  and  reflect 

*  G  8    '     , 
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on  what  passes^  the  more  am  I  confirmed  In  t&y  sjrstattf  ^ 
that*  the  success  of  the  most  important  affairs  depends  oa 
the  person  who  has  the  direction  of  them  b^ing  in  'good 
or  ill  luck;  for  which  reason,  if  I  were  a  sovereign,  I 
would  inuch  rather  choose  a  lucky  man  for  my  minister 
than  a  wise  one ;  and  yet  you,  my  good  sir,  and  others 
of  your  sagacious  sex  with  whom  I  am  acquainted,  insist 
that  there  is  no  such  thing  as  chance,  not  even  in  play  i 
and,  in  spite  of  repeated  experience^  persist  in  keeping 
the  losing  seats,  and  betting  on  people  who  are  in  a  run 
of  ill  liick,  merely  because  they  are  good  players*  I  re- 
member Lord  Cardon,  who  is  a  man  of  wit,  as  well  as  a 
good  player,  was  once  my  partner  at  whist.  After  the 
eards  were  cut^  I  regretted  that  we  had  not  taken  the 
winning-seats,  arid  asked  his  lordship,  <  Why  he  had.not 
reminded  me  of  it  in  time  P^  *  Because,'  said  he,  ^  al« 
though  I  am  an  old  maui  I  do  not  choose  to  be  thought 
an  dd  woman :  which  your  ladyship  is  in  no  danger  of/ 
he  added.  This  was  applauded  as  a  shrewd  observation ; 
the  consequencci  however,  was,  that  we  lost  the  rubber^ 
on  which  I  had  a  bet  of  fifty  pounds  extraordinary.  Your 
men  of  wit  may  say  what  they  please,  but  they  will  never 
convince  me  that  it  is  not  better  to  be  lucky  than  either 
witfy  or  wise. 

Without  drawing  proofs  of  this  from  the  experienoe  of 
gamesters,  do  you  not  see' that  all  the  prudent  pains  I 
took  to  alienate  the  affections  of  Lord  Deanport  from  Miss 
Clifford,  and  to  prevail  on  him  to  marry  Miss  Moyston, 
were  ineffectual  ?  and  now  the  one  has  happened,  and 
the  other  is  on  the  point  of  taking  place,  through  occur* 
rences  in  which  I  had  no  hand.  Depend  upon  it,  luck 
is  every  thing ;  and,  as  it  seems  to  be  much  against  you 
at  present, — for  you  see,  my  good  sir,  that  nothing  you 
propose  or  undertake  succeeds, — ^my  advice  to  you  is,  to 
remain  quite  passive :  do  not  so  much  as  write  a  single 
line  to  my  son  :  intermeddle  with  nothing,  until  the  run, 
which  is  so  terribly  against  you,  shall  be  oyer;—- for  ill* 
luck  does  blow  over  at  last,  just  like  a  storm.  When 
that  takes  place,  and  when  the  quiet  possession  of  Miss 
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BloyMofi^«  fortune  thelX  ha^  pat  iny  son  id  gbocUburacMn*^ 
I  am  convinced  he  will  see  your  conduct  towank  him  io 
nfiiir  lights 'and  be  inoKned  to  do  somelhiag  handsome 
for  you«  In  the  meantime  I  repeat  my  advice,  that  you  ^ 
remain  peirfectly  inactive ;  for,  at  present,  the  least  move* 
meiit  on  your  part  might  ruin  ev«ry  thing,     I  am,  8cc. 


LETTEB  Xa 
James  GuiNDfLL,  E^,  to  the  Countess  o/^Deakipokt* 

J  AM  entirely  of  your  ladyship's  opinion,  that  it  is  better 
|to  be  lucky  than  wise.  I  begin  to  think,  indeed,  that  none 
but  fools  prospen  It  has  been  said,-'-*-^  That  money  is 
the  origin  of  evil.^-— Without  agreeing  to  that  adage,  I 
acknowledge  that  this  devil  has  a  priacipaL  hand  in  the 
distribution  of  it  He  himself,  however,  passes  for  hav- 
ing a  great  de^I  of  wit :  how  far  that  is  true  I  know  not ; 
but  I  daily  see  proofs  of  his  having  two  qualities,  in  oom^ 
mon  with  the  generality  of  wits ;  namely,  a  hatred  to  other 
wits,  and  a  partiality  for  dunces.  He  resembles  some 
inen  of  distinguishe4  wit  in  another  particular ;  having 
himself,  by  all  accounts,  be^n  remarkdbly  unfortunate. 

For  my  own  part,  I  have  no  reason  to  compassionate 
him  under  his  misfortunes ;  for,  whoever  the  demon  is 
who  has  the  distribution  of  good  and  bad  fortune,  it  in 
but  too  evident,  that,  though  I  have  no  great  pretensions 
to  be  a  wit,  he  has  shown  little  kinidness  to  me. 

So  far  from  having  met  with  any  of  tliose  lucky  hits 
by  which  ^  many  of  his  favourites  are  raised  to  opulence, 
I  have  missed  several  very  promising  opportunities  of  aug<* 
menting  my  fortune,  by  som^  cursed  incident  or  other, 
which  none  but  the  devil  could  have  produced. 

Your  ladyship  willremember  our  dismal  speculation  in 
the  funds,  when  the  most  judicious  politicians  were  per* 
suaded  they  were  falling  to  the  very  devil ;  yet,  by  a  re* 
bound  that  w  forpe  but  his  could  have  giren,  tiiey  8ud« 
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jifioiy  lofie,  almost  to  loy  utter  rpitiy  and  Ao  {^pur  Fj^y 
great  ancoayeiuenoy. 

As  your  ladyship  jp^saed  tbeeusuing  season  ip  thecpuii- 
try»  you  may  never  have  heard  tha];»  in  my  distress,  I  had 
the  desperate  intrepidity  to  pay  my  ^iddre^ses  to  a  widow 
from  the  W^st  Indies,  enriob^  by  thp  spoiI§  of  thre^ 
husbands.  I  attended  her  to  all  h^v  public  places,  and  was 
in  high  hopes  of  being  made  her  fourth,  when,  as  the  de* 
vil  would  have  it,  I  was  seized  with  the  lumbago ;  and, 
when  I  was  confined  to  my  chamber,  she  happened  to  gq 
to  a  masquerade  with  a  party^  among  whom  was  a  tall 
officer  of  dragoons,  who  bad  formed  an  acquaintance  with 
her  during  my  confinement.  This  gentleman,  having 
heard  her  praiie  the  Highlaiid  dress,  as  equally  graceful 
and  commodious,  took  care  to  be  arrayed  in  it  at  the  ma%; 
querade,  attached  himself  partiqularly  to  her  the  whole 
night ;  and,  to  my  infinite  disa^^intment, ,  was  married 
io  her  before  I  pould  walk  abroad. 

But  what  nepd  is  there  of  enumerating  these,  and  o« 
Ijier  instances  of  my  ill-fortune,  when  the  recent  one  of 
my  being  cut  out  of  the  Welch  f  s^te  is  ^  well  known  tq 
l^our  ladyship  i 

That  miserable  business  is  coptinually  tormenting  me^i 
V.ith  the  aggravating  circumstance  of  my  having  brought; 
it  on  myself:  for  I  never  can  forget  that,  poor  as  he  was. 
the  young  artist  at  Dresden  never  solicited  me  to  recom- 
.  mend  him.  Wh^it  could  tempt  me  to  do  it  ?  I  have  seep 
many  of  those  airtists  starving  in  Lopdon,  withdi|t  ever 
thinking  of  being  of  the  least  service  tp  any  pf  theni.  I, 
should  certainly  have  behaved  wjth  equftl  ipdifierepqe  tq 
Evans,  had  not  Satan  suggested  to  me,  that,  by  recom- 
mendiPg  him  to  my  copPtrymen,  I  shoulcl  recommend 
myself  to  Phillips ;  so  that  I  really  am  not  much  to  blame^ 
I  acted  on  the  same  pripcipk§  tha(  ?^<M3yt  1^^^  P^^^  ^^^ 
prudent  men,  act  every  day, 

'  You  see,  my  dear  }^ady  iPiana,  that,  like  other  unfor- 
tunate people,  X  would  willingly  shift  the  cause  of  mj( 
inisfortunes  from  myself  to  another ;  but,  in  spite  of  al| 
hy  endeavours  to  heaye  all  t^^is  burden  from  my  q^hj 
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sbc^tlld^  to.<tMe  of  3«iap,.enqugbpf  it  remaiDS^  ^.3^^ 
ti^rbny  qginscienctp  4uid  recollection  to  such. a  degree*.: 
tj^t^  instflttd  of  explaining  how  this  letter  eomes  to  .ba 
dfiiffid  from  Hamburgh.  I  have  spent  all  this  tiniie  jn  la^, 
n(ient||tion&  for  what  cannot  be  helped^    Lif^Ido.w  infornii 
joui:  lad jsbipy.  that  the  same  tormeptipg.  ^bought  engros^- 
^;me  so  much  while  I  wa^  in.  England^  that  I-  eptirelj^^ 
fi>rgpt  a  note  for  £1,500,  wjhich  I  gaye  Aj— —  vben.  we 
aettjied  our  Newmarket  accounts^  imn^e^jiately  bejCipre  ihe^ 
went  to  the  East  Indies^    I  was.  in  hopps  that.h^  y^uld. 
k^it|  or  entirely  forget  such  a  .trifle^' when,  be  ar^iy^d 
tfi/ere.     He  bad  left  it,  howevjer^  witb  an.  attorney ;  and 
having  lately  met  with  some  losses . at  play»< which  prei^ent-. 
ed  his  making  a  remittance  that  was  expected^  he  sent 
'  orders  to  his.  agent  to  insist  on  immediate  pay^^e^i^t., 
,  On  receivii^g  your  kdysbip^s  letter^  g^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^c- 
coynt  of  the  new  and  unexpe<?t^d  turn  which  i4ord  Pean-' 
port'^s  business  had  taken^  and  that  the  absurd  pride  of 
Miss  Clifford  had  e&cted  wbfit  tke  cpnsideratiou  .of  his, 
own  interjest,  and  yx)ur  ladyship^s  prudent  suggestions, 
bad  failed  in  producing)  I  b^fme  e|(trem<ply  uneasy  on, 
account  of  i^rtain  sneers  at  Miss  Moyston^s  person  and 
manners  which  had  .escaped  me  ip  a  letter  to  his  lordship, 
written  when  I  was  persuaded  that  he  had  for  ever  re- 
nounced that  ladyt  ^^d  was  firmly  atjtaphed  to  Miss  Clif- 
ford*   However  facetious  those  sarcasms  might  have  seem- 
edy  had  he  married  Miss  Clifford,  I  was  sensible  tliey 
would  appear.in  a  different  light  if  he  became  th^  husband 
of  Miss  Moyston.     I  became  even  afraid,  that,  through 
that  carelessness  so  natural  to  his  lordship,  this  letter  might 
fall  into  her  hands  after  she  \vas  Lady  Deanport* 

I  immediately  set  about  composing  a  new  letter,  in 
which,  after  entreating  him  to  burn  the  former,  I  endea- 
voured to  explain  away  ^  its  acrimony,  and  to  twist  every 
sarioastiq  eii^pressipn  ipto  a  meaning  favourable  to  Miss 
Moyston,  This  was  one  of  the  most  arduous  tasks  I  ever 
imposed  on  myself:  yet,  when  finished,  I  was  so  weljl 
pleased  with  the  performance,  that  I  directly  sent  it  to  his 
Ifvdship.    Nej(t  morning  my  bope^  of  its  efficacy  were  not 
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l»  niiguine«  My  anicieiy,  lest  it  should  not  pieve  em&n^' 
fy  satisfactory,  increased  erery  hour;  and  I,  at  last,  de^ 
termined  to  leave  my  aftiirs  in  Wales  unsettled,  and  go 
directly  to  London,  on  purpose  to  see  that  cursed  letter 
burned,  and  explain  every  thing  by  word  of  mbuth.  I 
was  also  impatient  to  pay  my  court,  as  soon  as  possible, 
to  Miss  Moyston,  Nothing  but  my  extreme  solieitude, 
not  to  be  misunderstood  by  bis  lordship,  could  have  pre^ 
vailed  on  me  to  do  this,  after  your  ladysfaip^s  having  de« 
s|red  me,  in  your  last,  to  remain  passive. 

On  the  very  evening  of  my  arrival  in  l4ondon,  I  WM 
ibfoimed  that  a  writ  had  been  issued  against  me,-  and 
that  I  should  be  arrested,  unless  I  coidd  pay  the  iA>te 
above  mentioned,  or  find  security  for  the  money. 

In  this  emergency,  finding  that  your  ladyship  had' 
gone  to  Windsor,  where  you  were  to  remain  two  days,  X 
wrote  to  Lord  Deanport,  informing  him  of  my  ntuation, ' 
and  begging  him,  in  the  most  pressing  terms,  to  come  to 
the  hotel,  as  I  could  not  venture  abroad.    In  case  he 
could  not  immediately  advance  the  money,  I  told  him, 
that  I  was  convinced  the  attorney  would  be  satisfied  with 
his  security ;  and  I  pledged  my  word  of  honour  that  I 
would  relieve  his  lordship  in  less  than  three  months.    I' 
concluded  with  felicitations  on  his  approaching  marriage 
with  Miss  Moyston,  which,  I  said,  would  fix  his  lordship^ 
happiness  on  the  most  solid  bans,  and  make  him  envied 
by  the  most  prosperous  nobleman  in  England,  and  ihfalv 
}ibly  drive  Lord  Sordid  to  daspair. 
JYour  ladyship  will  be  shocked  vith  the  answer,—- 

♦   MY  DEAa  SIR, 

<  I  am  extremely  sorry  for  your  unfortunate  situation ; 
and  though,  being  well  acquainted  with  yoyr  punctuality, 
I  might  rely  on  your  word  of  Aonovr,  yet,  as  it  is  not  in 
my  power  to  comply  with  your  request,  to  trouble  you 
with  a  visit  is  unnecessary^  I  am^  clear  sir^  your  most 
humble  servant,  jjeanpoet.'' 

♦  P.  S.  I  wonder  you  do  not  aj^ly  i<}  your  fri€n4  Blis$ 
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litiyMMi  of  wfaom  yoWiiftv«  ^ten  bo  flattdk:iti|;  a  deftcri{w' 
tkm  in  your  htuttfriifm  Walak^        .  r  >  t      :  ^ 


.  Beiiold  the  teiimi  I  received  fpr  ftU  the  services  I  hf^^ 
lendered  bis  fcrddbip ! : 

In  thii' d^rendful  eriiergjeiKyy  X  bad  na  qther  iresouroa 
km  U}  $^tifOiat  for  .ForlliQoatb  direal^ly.  The  only  pieot: 
of  good  fortune  I  baw^  met  wiib,  «iiic^  my  arrival  in.Eog* 
laiidy  was  tbe  findiog  a  vmel  raady  I9  carry  pie  pi^t  of  ;il«> 
I  had  but  aleodar  m«ouEfa%  as  your  ladysbip  mU  raadil|} 
believe^  on  my  arrival  at  Hamburg  (  hoiiir^vi^,  I  put  tha^ 
best  faca  on  natlars  that.  I  could :  yet  tba  very  first  bank^ 
er  I  ap{ilied  to  basiUited  about  tha  sjBcurity  I  oSfered,  X 
assumed  a  behaviour  which  I  have  sometimes  found  ta 


. .  ^Fray^' friend/  saidl,  with  an  air  of  astonishment  and 
iadignation^  <  have  you  any  kind  of  doubt  of  the  g^^oesa 
of  this  bill?' 
>  I  confess,  sir,'  replied  be,  *  I  have.' 
•  '  Let  me  tell  you,  friend,*  said  I,  *  that  those. who  ana 
the  most  capable  of  cheating  are  the  most  suspicious  of  ba« 
ifig  cheated** 

^  I  give  you  credit,  sir/- said  he,  ^  for  tbe  obaervatioQg; 
which  I  believe  to  be,  in  general,  just.' 

Deceived  by  the  calm  goodijiumoured  air  with  whicb^ 
his  spoke,  I  r^plied,««<*^  I  presume,  then,  you  will  disoount 
the  bill/ 

<  By  no  means,'  said  the  phlegmatic  8couadreL*«»^  I 
gave  you  credit  for  your  observation,  because^  as  I  alv 
ready  told  you,  I  think  it  good.*— I  give  none  to  tbe 
bill,  because,  as  I  also  informed  you  before,  I  fear  it  ia 
bad/ 

This  man's  diffidence  spread  like  wild-fire,  and  infected 
every  person  to  whom  I  applied  for  money, 

From  the  contents  of  your  ladyship's  last  letter,  I  take 
it  for  granted  that  my  lord  is  now  in  lawful  possession  of 
Miss  Moyston,  or  on  the  point  of  being  so.  I  leave  it  to 
vpur  prudepce  and  address  to  seize  a  favourable  opportii* 
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oity  of  ehowiitg  bim  Ihe  imteafionnWeness  oS  hU  bdng  ofv 
fended  with  me  on  aooouut  of  what  I  wrote  respectbg 
Miss  Moyston.  So  far  from  its  being  meant  as  disre- 
spectful to  him,  it  was,  in  reality,  exactly  conformable  to 
what  I  bad  reason  to  bdieve  were  his  own  sentiments. 
The  letter  he  wrote  to  me,  I  am  willing  to  think,  was 
merelj^  the  effect  of  a  transiept  fit  ^  passion,  to  which  the 
most  amiable  people  are  the  most  Hable.  I  cannot  allow 
mysdf  to  imagine  that  your  ladyriiip  will  have  any  difS- 
eulty  in  con^indng  him  of  the  sincmty  of  my  tfttadiment 
tiO  him  and  to  a)l  who  are  ooimected  with  him;  yet  I 
would  have  you  to  watch  a  jumper  occstuon  for  making 
the  representation,  Perhaps  tliis  may  not  ocour  imme- 
diately after  his  nuptials.  It  is  not  likely  that  his  lord- 
ship  will  then  be  in  the  most  auspicious  humour*  It  will 
be  best  to  let  him  be,  in  some  measure,  familiarized  to 
Miss  Moyston,  ^nd  consoled  for  what  he  may  not  relish 
IB  her  person,  by  reflecting  on  the  beauties  of  her  fortune. 

I  must  likewise  trouble  your  ladyship  to  make  my  cod-> 
gratulations  agreeable  to  that  lady.— ^Assure  her  that  no- 
body can  have  a  more  sincere  respect  for  the  young  count- 
ess^of  Deai^port  than  I  shall  always  have. 

I  should  have  been  reduced  to  the  greatest  difficulties 
had  I  not  received  a  supply  ffoip  one  of  our  countrymen 
who  arrived  last  night  at  the  inn.  I  was  very  little  ac^ 
quainted  with  him,  yet  found  myself  under  the  necessity 
of  making  my  situation  known  to  him.—'  I  had  the  boi 
nour  to  meet  you,  sir,**  said  he,  *  in  company  with  Mr* 
Mordaunt — A  companion  of  his  must  be  a  man  of  honour.^ 
He  advanced  the  supply  I  had  applied  for.— But  I  shall 
not  leave  this  place  until  I  hair  from  your  ladyship.  X 
remain,  your  devoted  servant,    . 

J.  GBIKPIl*l(t 
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LETTER  XCL 
The  CocKTEss  of  DsANPOEi;  to  James  Gbikbill,  Esq. 

London, 

ytxFTEB.  all  the  instances  of  the  deviFs  malice,  and  of  your 
own  ill  lucky  that  you  enumerated  in  your  last,  you  are 
unacquainted  with  one  which  exceeds  all  the  rest.  la 
cpnsequencf  of  the  .advice  I  gave  my  son,  when  he  was  in 
thp  vpry  height  o£  his  fury  ag^nst  Miss  Clifford,  he  de- 
te^mined)  as  I  ipforiQed  yop,  to  fenew  his  apldresses  to 
MJLss  Mpyston. 

He  Kad  loxj^  been  persuaded  that  the  poor  girl  was  over 
be«d-4ind-Qars  in  love  with  hini,  and  that  she  was  in  a  state 
pf  languishmeqt  from  the  suspense  he  had  so  long  kept 
her  in.  He  once  hinted  to  me,  <  that,  though  he  seldom 
had  any  compassion  for  ligly  women,  yet  he  could  not 
}}e]p  pitying  her  ^  little  i*  $ind,  when  I  represented  to  him, 
<  that  his  marri^e  with  Miss  Moyston  would  not  only 
pompletely  avenge  him  of  Miss  Cli^brd^  but  be  matter  of 
triumph  over  Lord  Sordid/ — *  True,'  said  he ;  ^  but  you 
do  not  mention  what,  I  acknowledge,  affords  mQ  some  sa-. 
tisfaction  ;  namely,  that  it  would  be  the  means  of  saving 
the  life  of  Miss  Moyston  :  as  her  death  before  marriage 
)<rould  afflict  me  deeply.' 

He  had  hardly  uttered  this  benevolent  speech^  when  a 
letter,  was  deliyerejj  to  m?  from  my  Ipving  friend  Mrs. 
Pemure,  expressing  her  sorrow  and  astonishment  at  a 
piece  of  news  ^he  had  just  heard,  thcU  Miss  Moyston  wa^ 
actually  married  to  Lord  Sord{d.  *  Her  sorrow,'^  she  said, 
^  arose  from  her  believipg  that  Lord  f)eanport  had  views 
on  that  lady,  and  her  astonis)iment  from  the  lady's  having 
preferred  Lord  Sordid,'  She  insisted  on  tjie  excessive 
pain  this  news  gave  her,  with  a  profui^ion  of  expressions, 
which  sufficiently  showed  how  delighted  she  was;  and 
begged,  *  that,  if  I  knew  it  to  be  false,  I  would  be  so 
good  as  to  send  her  a  line,  to  relieve  her  from  the  unea-  ^  ^ 
siness  she  was  in.'  This  convinced  me  that  she  thorough* 
Jy  believed  it  to  bp  true.— I  shall,  perhaps,  find  some  pci 


Digitized  by 


Google 


476  ylonvxxmr. 

casion  of  addressing  an  epistle  of  the  same  obUgipg  na» 
ture  to  Mrs.  Demure. 

I  gave  this  letter  to  my  son,  ordered  my  carHage,  atkl 
drove  directly  tp  Miss  Moyston^s ;  where  I  was  informed 
that  she  and  her  aunt  were  both  in  the  country,  where 
they  had  been  several  days  (  aiid  I  did  not  return  hom^ 
until  I  was  informed,  from  the  best  authority,  that  Mrs* 
Demure^s  news  was  perfectly  wfeU  founded, 

My  son^s  rage  was  without  bounds :  indeed  it  was  ma- 
nifested in  such  a  ridiculous  manner,  th^t  it  put  an  en4 
to  mine.  You  may  call  us,  as  you  please,  the  tcfaker  sex; 
but  it  appears  every  hour  more  clear,  that  women,  in  ge^ 
neral,  have  stronger  minds  than  ipen,  and  that  they  know 
their  own  minds  better.  What  capricious  girt  could  act 
more  inconsistently  than  my  son,  in  the  whole  of  this 
business  ?  He  shows  coldness  and  indifference  towards  ai| 
object  of  the  greatest  importance  while  it  is  in  his  power, 
and  he  falls  into  a  fit  of  rage  as  soon  as  it  19  out  of  his 
power.  H0  hardly  does  any  thing  from  reason  or  reflec- 
tion; his  whole  conduct  is  guidied  by  whim:  yet  he 
laughs  at  the  caprice  of  the  female  character,  and  value$ 
himself  on  his  manly  firmness.  When  he  once  forms  a 
resolution,  he  asserts  that  it  isf  not  to  be  shaken, 

I  remember  his  ordering  his  horses  one  morning  at 
Willow-Park,  in  the  intention  (o  call  on  a  gentlemaa 
who  lived  at  eight  miles  distance.  ^  As  it  begins  to  rain, 
jny  lord,'  said  I,  *  you  had  best  go  in  a  carriage.'—^  No,^ 
he  said,  <  he  had  already  ordered  his  horses,  and  would 
Iceep  his  resolqtion.**  He  hates,  above  all  thipgs,  to  ride 
in  rain  ;  and  h^  looked  at  the  sky  every  ten  n^inutes  dur? 
}ng  foiir  hours,  in  the  hopes  that  the  rain  would  abate.— It 
increased  every  minute. — *  If  you  had  taken  your  carr 
riage,'  said  I,  ^  you  would  have  been  back  by  this  time  | 
pow,  you  must  either  go  in  a  carriage,  or  abandon  al| 
^bought  of  the  visit  you  intended  this  day.^ 

<  I  am  not  to  be  shaken  from  my  purpose,  like  a  wor 
man,'  said  he ;  and,  after  this  civil  speech,  he  heroically 
mounted  his  horse,  rode  off  in  th^  middle  of  a  heavy 
fa^p,  and  caught  rheumatisnis,  which  confined  hifP  ^ 
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tnoDtli,  to  prove  thilt  he  was  of  a  aiteady  character^  and 
wiser  than  hia  mother. 

How  m«n  could  ever  imagine  that  they  were  in  general 
less  subject  to  caprice,  or  of  a  more  steady  character^ 
than  women,  I  could  never  discover.  I  could  almost 
leave  this  question  to  be  decided  by  you,  though  a  party 
concerned.  When  a  husband  i&  of  one  opinbn,  and  his 
wife  of  another,  lay  your  liand  to  your  heart,  and  declare 
which  is  the  most  likely  to  remain  steady.  To  the  best 
of  my  remembrance,  among  all  my  acquaintance,  the  hus- 
bands who  seem  to  me  the  most  prudent,  and  who  pass 
their  lives  in  the  greatest  tranquillity,  are  precisely  thoee 
who  acquiesce  in  their  wives  opinion. 

Perhaps  you  will  not  admit  this;  yet  I  could  put  yoa 
in  mind  of  many  occasions,  on  which  it  would  have  been 
good  for  you  yourself  to  have  followed  a  woman^s  advice, 
instead  of  your  own. 

In  my  very  last  letter,  as  nothing  seemed  to  prosper  in 
which  you  at  all  intermeddled,  I  advised  you  to  remain 
quite  passive,  and  by  no  means  to  address  a  single  line  to 
my  son.  Instead  of  following  my  counsel,  you  thopght 
proper  to  write  a  letter  to  him,  the  length  of  which  alone 
would  have  determined  him  not  to  comply  with  the  con- 
tents ;  for  you  might  have  known  that  he  hates  long  let- 
ters,  and  detests  their  composers.  But  the  purport  of 
this  letter,  you  say,  was  to  explain  away  the  sarcasms,  in 
a  former  letter,  against  Miss  Moyston,  to  make  an  eulo^ 
giun  on  that  accomplished  lady,  and  expatiate  on  my 
son''s  happiness  in  obtaining  such  a  prize. 

Now,  what  marks  the  invincible  run  of  ill-fortune 
against  you,  more  than  all  the  misfortunes  which  have  hi- 
therto happened  to  you,  is,  that  this  horrid  letter  was  de- 
livered to  my  son  after  he  had  heard  that  Lord  Sordid 
had  obtained  the  lady^s  hand,  when  he  was  in  the  very 
act  of  cursing  her,  had  exhausted  all  the  opprobrious  epi* 
(hets  he  could  recollect,  and  would  have  blessed  any  one 
who  could  have  furnished  him  with  a  new  execration; 
But  when  he  came  to  that  part  of  your  letter  where  you 
praise  Miss  Moyston  more  particularly  for  the  virtue  of 
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^onstancyi  and  for  preferring  him  to  idl  tVe  nobifity  6f 
England,  his  fury  was  turned  from  her  agiunst  you. 

I  will  not  shock  you  with  a  repetition  of  the  horrid 
things  he  pVonounced  :— 'I  must  say,  however,  that  your 
recantation  ne^cr  coifld  have  come  at  a  more  unlucky 
momenit ;  though,  indeea,  all  moments  seem  to  be  equally 
unlucky  for  you.  I  should  be  sorry  to  be  thought  super- 
stitious ;  but  it  cannot  be  called  superstition  to  make  ok 
serrations  on  events  as  they  occur;  this  is  the  only  wajf 
in  which  we  can  profit  by  experience.  No^,  one  obseiVa-' 
tion,  which  I  cannot  avoid  making,  i^,  that  I  begatr  td 
lose  my  money  at  play  precisely  after  yoUr  arrival  iri 
England,  and  my  ill-fortune  Continued,  n^ithout  interrup> 
tion,  aH  the  thne  I  corresponded  With  you  while  you  were 
in  Walesa 

A  second  observation,  equally  true,  isj  thiit  I  won*  i 
considerable  sum  the  very  day  after  your  suling  from 
Portsmouth,  and  I  continued  to  win  until  the  nigh^  of 
the  day  on  which  I  received  your  last  letter,  and  then  my 
iil-lu^k  returifed.  What  inference  can  be  drawn  front 
these  reobarks^  but  that  toine  fatality  attends  you^  which 
comprehends  not  only  your  perianal  concerns,  a^  in  you^ 
afffliir  with  the  West-Indi^  widow,  and  that  of  your  Welch 
relation,  b\it  also  extends  to  alt  those  with  who^  you  are 
in  correspondence. 

You  will  ask,  no  doubt.  What  connection  can  th^  be 
between  yout  being  in  England,  or  your  corresponding 
With  me,  and  my  losfng  at  Cards  ? 

That  is  a  question  which  I  do  not  attempt  to  atewer  :-^ 
the  fact  is,  that  I  do  lose  my  money  when  you  come  to 
England,'  and  I  win  as  soota  as  you  stul  away.  I  have 
heard  you  yourself  remark^  that  experience  was  a  surer 
guide  than  theory.  Here  is  long-contittued  experience 
all  going  to  warn  me  against  any  communication  with  you^ 
for  a  considerable  period  at  least.  You  are  too  reasonable^ 
therefore,  to  condemn  the  resolution  I  have  formed  of  in*^ 
terrupting  all  correspondence  with  you,  until  there  shall 
be  cause  to  think  that  this  malignant  influence,  fatality* 
or  whatever  else  it  may  be  called^  has  entirely  left  youj 
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ind,  if  you  should  attempt  to  transtnit  any  letter  to  tne 
before  that  period,  you  will  be  justly  thought  as  criminal 
atf  if,'  knowing  yourself  to  havo  the  pTagae,  yoii  should 
thrust  yourself  into  the  Company  of  uninfected  persons; 
for,  really,  I  know  little  difierence  between  one  who  is 
wilfully  the  caus^  of  my  losing  every  sixpence  I  have  in 
the  world,  and  one  who  sends  me  out  of  the  world  alto^ 
getlier. 

You  are  at  some  pains  to  prove  that  your  misfortune^ 
tnay,  perhaps,  be  owing  to  some  extraordinary  spite,  that 
the  demon,  who  distributes  good  and  bad  fortune,  has  a* 
gainst  ytm  in  particakr.  I  cohfess  I  do  not  tHihk  Chat 
conjecture  at  all  probable :  why  should  you  suspect,  my 
d^ar  sir,  that  th'e  devil  shoiild  ha^e  a  particular  spite  a- 
^inst  ybu  ?  I  know  nothing  you  have  ever  done  to  of- 
fend him.  Yet,  after  all,  if  that  should  be  tlie  case,  you 
Itoust  admit  that  it  forms  an  additional  reason  for  my  in- 
terrupting all  farther  correspondence  ^th  yoii  i  for,  al- 
though  I  do  not  wish  to  cultivate  an  fhtimac^y  with  him, 
^et  I  will  avoid  every  thing  that  can  have  th^  appearanc6 
6f  braving  him :;  for,  as  it  is  impossible  to  knbw  what  may 
ftap^en,  it  would  be  the  height  of  imprudence  to  make 
demies  unneteessarily.  As  soon,  however,  as  1  perceive 
any  disposition  in  Lord  Deanport  to  serve  you,  whrch  I 
own  is  far  from  being  ihe  case  at  present,  I  sball  encou. 
rage  him  in  it  by  every  prudent  means  in  my  powei*. 
Till  then  I  remfain  yours,  &c.^ 

IE.  DEANPORTw 

F.  S.  it  just  occurs  to  ilTe,  that,  although  there  Is  no 
denying  that  men^s  fortune  often  depends  on  fortUfnate  ac 
cidents,  yet  it  is  equally  true,  that,  in  spite  of  the  devil, 
fortunate  accidents  throw  themselves  oftener  in  the  way 
of  meli  of  consummate  address  than  of  fools.-^Thi8  giveii 
me  hopes  that  you  will  stumble  on  something  of  fhat  nil- 
ture  soon^ 
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LETTER  XCir. 
Miss  HoRAttA  Clifford  to  LastT  Diana  FBAMKtm. 

JCY  DEAK  La!dV  DIANA,  timdoH* 

jThis  will  frc^  you  from  part  of  the  apprehensions  you 
express  in  your  last  letter  on  my  brother^s  account.  F 
had  a  great  reliance  on  his  natural  fickleness ;  and  now 
there  is  reason  to  believe  that  my  reliance  was  well  found- 
ed. My  brother  has  set  out  for  Northumberland,  in  spite 
of  all  the  blandishments  of  Mrs.  Demur^-I  believe  I 
might  have  said,  partly  because  of  them — ^ber  assiduities 
became  oppressive^ 

I  not  only  rejoice  that  he  is  gone^  but  also  on  account 
of  the  motives  that  determined  him  to  go.  He  became 
anxious  to  make  certain  arrangements,  for  the  purpose  of 
raising  money  to  clear  off  his  debts^  and  particularly  that 
which  he  owes  Lord  Deanport ;  which,  I  find,  bears  hard- 
er on  his  spirit  than  all  the  rest.  Lord  Deanport  is  presa* 
ed  for  money  himself.  You  have  heard,  no  doubt,  that 
Miss  Moyston  i^  now  the  wife  of  Lord  Sordid.  That 
young  man  was  considered  as  a  miser,  even  when  he  was 
poor :  I  leave  you  to  judge  how  much  more  so  he  is  like- 
ly to  become  now  that  he  is  immensely  rich.  I  once  heard 
my  father  say,  that  a  real  miser  acquires  nothing  by  an  ao» 
cession  of  money,  but  a  constant  dread  of  losing  it. 

Miss  Moyston's  marriage  took  place  at  the  very  time 
when  Lord  Deanport,  in  compliance  with  the  prudent  re- 
monstrances of  his  mother,  had  determined  to  renew  his 
addresses  to  that  lady.  My  brother,  knowing  he  has  met 
with  this  disappointment,  is  become  more  impatient  to 
clear  off  the  debt  he  owes  his  lordship. 

William  is  so  irritated  against  me,  that  it  would  be  vain 
for  me  to  attempt  any  friendly  explanation  with  him  at 
.present ;  but  the  measures  he  is  now  adopting  give  me 
hopes  that  he  will  be  in  a  better  disposition  soon,-^which 
is  what  I  most  earnestly  wish.  You  cannot  imagine  how 
painful  it  is  for  me  to  be  on  an  unfriendly  footing  with 
him. 
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1  have  written  to  Ur.  Proeler,  begging  that  he  would 
forget  my  brother^s  former  harsh  behaviour^  and  meet 
him  with  his  usual  goodness ;  assuring  him^  that  William 
has  the  highest  opinion  of  his  integrity,  (which  I  am  sure 
he  has),  and  will  follow  his  advice  respecting  the  renewal 
of  the  leases  that  are  nearly  expired,  (which  I  hope  he 
will  do). 

I  beg  at  the  same  time  that  he  will  advance  the  money 
that  my  brother  stands  in  immediate  need  of,  on  my  se« 
curity,  without  letting  William  know  that  I  am  any  way 
connected  in  the  business.  It  would  grieve  me  very  much 
to  see  any  part  of  the  old  family  estate  sold.  I  am  in 
great  hopes  that  the  difficulties  William  has  experienced 
of  late  will  make  him  more  prudent  and  economical.  A 
few  years  economy  would  stiji  clear  the  estate  of  all  en- 
cumbrances. It  would  be  more  difficult  to  purchase  back 
any  part  of  the  land,  if  once  sold.  Besides,  I  consider 
It  as  a  species  of  sacrilege  to  sell  any  part  of  so  very  an*' 
cient  an  inheriitance. 

I  spend  a  gr^at  part  of  my  time  with  the  marcbloness, 
who  returned  to  town  some  days- ago.  She  often  talks  to 
me  of  her  hnsband.  She  seems  to  rejoice  in  the  good  for- 
tune that  has  lately  befallen  them,  more  on  his  account 
tiian  her  own  ;  and  speaks  of  him  in  a  strain  of  such  at 
fection,  as  gives  me  a  higher  notion  of  the  happiness,  of 
the  married  state  than  I  had.  If  they  had  lived  together 
in  a  state  of  uninterrupted  prosperity,  would  they  have 
been  as  fond  of  each  other  ?  would  they  have  been  as  hap- 
py as  they  are  ?— I  question  it. — They  would  have  occa- 
sionally felt  that  cold  forgetfulness  of  each  other,  which 
those  who  are  called  the  happiest  married,  people  some- 
times experience.  The  marchioness  (and  she  is  convinced 
it  is  the  same  with  her  husband)  knows  none  of  that  The 
storms,  which  for  a  time  separate  their  persons,  unite  their 
souls  more  affectionately.  Each  can  say  with  truth  to  the 
other. 
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*  iVhen  howling  winds  and  beating  rain, 
In  tempesta  ahake  the  ajl van  cell ; 
Pr  midst  the  chase,  in  every  plaiop 
The  Under  thought  on  thee  thaU  dwelL* 

Although  I  know,  my  dear  Lady  Diana,  that  yoff 
think  some  of  my  notions  romantic,  I  have  come  to  the 
resolution  to  conceal  none  of  them  from  you,  however  ab- 
surd they  may  appear.  You  cannot  imagine  how  very 
insipid  and  tiresome  I  feel  that  course  of  life  with  which 
so  many  people  seem  satisfied.  I  never  saw  so  much  of 
it  as  since  Juliet  went  to  the  north,  and  you  to  Devon- 
shire. Can  any  thing  be  more  flat  and  unprofitable,  than 
for  nearly  the  same  circle  to  meet  day  after ,  day,  without 
the  least  sentiment  of  aiFection  or  esteem,  without  any 
desire  of  information,  without  any  bond  of  union,  except 
that  arising  from  repaying  dinner  by  dinner,  assembly  by 
assembly,  having  the  same  need  of  cards,  and  being  able 
to  afford  to  play  at  the  same  stake  ?  They  meet,  how- 
ever, almost  every  evenings  with  smiles  on  their  counte^ 
nances,  indifference,  or  perhaps  hatred  in  their  hearts, 
inquire  after  the  date  of  each  other^s  health,  without  listen- 
ing to  the  answer,  pr  caring  whether  the  person  whose 
health  they  inquire  after  be  dead  or  alive.—'  Pray,'  said 
I  to  your  friend  the  general,  whom  I  met  at  a  numerous 
assembly,  '  are  those  people  happy  ?^ 

<  Happy  !'  answered  he ;  '  not  in  the  least/ 

*  What  brings  them  here,  then  ?*  said  I. 

*  They  come  here,'  answered  he,  *  or  go  elsewhere,  in 
hopes  of  being  less  unhappy  than  at  home.' 

Yet  some  of  those  I  had  pointed  to  were  newly-married 
people. — Mr.  and  Mrs.  Resource,  who  were  married  last 
week,  entering  at  that  instant — *  Is  not  that  couple  hap- 
py ?'  said  I  to  the  general. 

*  Far  from  it,'  replied  he;  *  you  will  see  Jum  leave 
the  assembly  directly.' 

*  Why  did  he  marry  the  poor  woman  ?*  said  I. 

*  Because,'  replied  the  general,  *  the  poor  woman  has 
fortune  sufHcient  to  enable  her  husband  to  live  very  com- 
fortably without  her»^ 
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'  Sfhe  mftrcMdriess  and  her  bpsbtud.  iii.9i[^x>f  the  jdan^ 
gers  mi  difficulties  ttey  have  been  exposed  to»  I  am  petr 
«uaded  haye  had  more  happiness  in  their  married  «tate 
than  those  touples  who  pass  a  long  live  of  joyless  opti? 
l^nce  add  insipid  security^  aceompanied  with  mutual  ia? 
differeacefc    Adi^  I  my  dear  Lady  Diaoa. 

H.  ChlVJFOmVk     . 


LEfTEB  XCIII. 

^he  Honmrahle  John  Mordaunt  to  Colonel  Sommebs. 

L  WAITED  on  the  marbhiooess  the  day  after  my  anritU 
in  town^  and  'W«s  happy  to  find  her  in  good  spirits.     She 
W.receiTed  comfortable. accounts  fitom  her  husband,  and 
has  been  pasring  her  time  agreeably  in  t^isociety .  of  her 
own  country-people  at  Richmond.     When  she  informed 
mb  of  this,  she  repeated  from  Ossian^  and  her  foreign  ac- 
cent rendered  it  more  aiFectiDg**«^0;$en  dul  the  mamry  of 
former  times  come^  like  the  evening  aun^  <m  my  souL'^I  was 
a  little  surprised  to  find  the  marohicmess  acquainted  with 
the'  poems  of  Oasian.    She  told  me  she  had  a  great  relish 
for  them :  and  that  this  was  no  unusual  thing  among  the 
lovers  of  poetry  in  her  country.    People  of  the  most 
cheerful  disposition  sometimes  have  a  taste  for  Imagery^ 
of  the  most  melancholy  nature ;  but,  I  believe,  the 're* 
verse  hardly  ever  happens.     The  poetos  of  Ossian,  how- 
ever, are  translated  into  French,  Italian,  and  German, 
and  much  more  admired  in  some  of  those  countries  than 
in  England. 

.  After  my  Qrst  visit  to  the  marchidness,  I  was  so  much 
engaged,  and  so  often  obliged  to  make  short  visits  to  the 
countsy,  that  I  did  not  wait;  upon  her  again  for  soi^e 
tiibe* 

•  I  went,  howevef ,  pretty-  early  in  the  forenoon,  two  days 
ago,  to  her  lodgings,  ordering  my  horses  to  follow  within 
httlf  an  hour ;  for  i  intended  to  take  a  pretty  long  ride, 

9  H  « 
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days  Md  Bighto,  I  ImuI  nuide  too  fovkh  «n  «tpMiditiurA 
Ibtd  dlMg^toiif  going  aft  te  as  tbt  oottiag^,  in  liopoi^ 
of  ti^ariiig  «oniethiiig  of  the  enedg^miilo^  whoio  boooty  otiU 
floated  ht^f^  my  oyos  in  nlghtty  dfeaial  aod  doily  vi* 
sions.  I  saw  hor  ai«y  dgttto  tlws  vary  ttOFBing,  at  sun^ 
risoy  00  I  oootoftiplated  the  skj.^^Lavely  as  the  mist,  said 
I9  that  assumes  the  form  ofmgf  UnktimDn^*     ^    ' 

I  was  somewhat  surprised  at  my  own  constancy.  ^  She 
hangs  on  my  fancy  rather  longer  than  usual/  thought  I. 
'  To  render  me  constant^  it  is  necessary,  I  suppose,  that 
I  should  never  see  a  second  time,  exoept  hi  idea,  the  wo- 
man who  fires  my  imagination/ 

OoGuptod  with  sueb  lefleolaoBSj  I  aimed  at  llie  lod|^ 
ings  of  the  marchioness. .  I  was  told  she  was  within,  and 
desired  Id-  walk  up  steivs.  The  Fxcneb  serfiaots,  yoa, 
know,  do  not  always  trioo  the  trouble  of  omHnmdiig  '91^ 
steoTB. 

K  tupped  at  tho  door  of  iheiooin  to  vhich  she  usually 
sits.  She  had  heard  my  voice,  and  cdled  Oul>^^  ISntres, 
Estree.' 

When  i  opened  the  door^^ 

^  II  y  a  QiiUe  ans,^  taki  Ae,  *  que  je  no  ik>us  ar  tu.' 

^  I  must  confess^  madam,  that^-* 

<  Ah  f  said  she,  smiling  and  interruptiag  me,  <  SI 
c'est  Totre  confOssioii  quo  yoas  allee:  me  faiio,  parlez  plus 
has.' 

<  Fourquoi  done  P 

^'  C^est  qull  y  a  quelquTuo  dans  laon  oabinet  ^  pouv*^ 
roit  voas  entendre.* 
,      While  she  spoke,  a  young  lady  came  from  the  inner 
room.;--4ye,  and  the  haiidsomest  young  lady  I.ever  saw. 

«  Pshaw  !'  you  ciy ;  <  this  h  the  oULphraoe.  I  ha?e 
known  you  ibiid  of  a  dos»n  women,  eabli  of  whoip  was 
for  a  certain  time,  some  longer,  some  shorter,  the  hand^- 
somest  woman  you  e^iT  saw ;  but  all  of  them,  wkbin  a  fow 
months,  appeared  to  you  much  like  the  rest  of  their  sex/ 

What  you  say,  Sommers,  has,  I  must  confess,  a  ,good 

*  Ostisn. 
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4^  of  truih  in  iti  a»d  it  i»  a  mdaQcholy '  tmtb;  wbMb 
«q4li9twi€8  giY68i  019  gr«af  itiitasi9?«s;  yet|  I  hwrcHj  \m 
$eye  I  irfiiilT  er^^kt^ng^my  way  of  AinUn^  wUh  f««pe«| 
to  the  lady  now  in  questioiu*  ,    .> 

<  Wby  dbouM  you  apt  cba^ge  your  opkiiDj^  f&apabtmg 
kewa  as  w#ll  aa  r eipectiag  otberi  ?^ 

.  ^  Becauae  tbb  young  lady,  whom  I  faw  at  tW  mar* 
^hioneai"^  struck  lae  more  tbm  aay  woman  wet  did ;  and 
abemi%i9  the  handsmneQl  woman,  without  ^iw^tion, 
Ijiatldidwa; 

<  You  said  the  same  of  the  rest^ 

<  I  did  ao;  but,  in  ibe  present  instance,  it  is  diftrent; 
because  it  is  aot  so  much  her  fiioe,  simply  taken  as  a  face, 
that  atriltes  me ;  but  as  it  is  <xmnected  with  her  person^ 
which  ia  elegant  to  the  bst  degree.^ 

<  Tou  admired  the  face  and  .person  of  tbc^  ifieognHa 
etery  bit  as  much,  b^nre  you  saw  this  laal.^ 

*  Perhaps  I  mi g^ ;  but,  as  you  say,  it  was  before  X 
saw  this  other :  besides,  I  had  oot  time  to  examine^tbt 
appearance  6f  the  ino9gm^^  she  vanished  so  immediately : 
«— whereas,  I  stayed. a  considerable  time,  aad  eonversed  a 
good  deal,  with  this  lady,  at  the  marehione8s''s.  I  bad 
leisure  to  weiglrand  appraise  her.  I  found  the  efegance 
of  her  manners^  and  the  good  sense  of  her  epavc^rsation, 
equal  to  her  other  attractions:*—- aod  then,  the  meh)dj  of 
her  vmc^  r^idcafed  every  tbiag  delightful  thai  she  utter- 
ed. In  short,  taking  her  for  all  in  all,  I  am  eertgin  I  ne* 
Ter  beheld  so  fine  a  woman.  No ;  never  did  I  see,  in  fau- 
man  form,  any  thing  so  pleasing,  so  beautiful,  so ! 
But  this,  you  will  tell  me,  is  too  vague ;  and  were  I,  in 
the  sublime  language  of  Milton,  to  say-— 

•  Grace  was  in  all  her  stepe,  heaven  in  her  eye, 
la  everj  feature  dTgafty  asd  lDve«— 

stiU  it  would  give  no  precise  idea  of  the  lady^s  face  and 
person.  I  wilt  theretim  tvy  to  describe  her  a  little  move 
particularly.  I  must  tell,  you,  then,  that  she  is  but  a 
very  little  taller  than  the  marchioaess,  who,  you  kaow,  is 
^^love  the  middle  size. 

f  J^fv  hair,  if  that  bp  jmi  artMn^  of  imy  imporlaoce 
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when'  the  fashion  is  for  women  to  wear  periwigs— hev 
hair,  I  say,  Is  of  a  beautifiil  dark  colour,  though  not  quite 
ao  dark  as  that  of  -the  macchionesi^  w6i<5h,  you  know,  is 
of  a  very  dark  brown. 

;  ^  H^  te^ih  a^e  e^ry  hit  as  jirhite  and  regukr.as  thdse 
of  the  marchi— — -:  but  I  now  recollect  that  you  neyer 
saw  the  marchioness*  However,  you  may  depend  upon 
it,  that  no  teeth  can  be  finer  than  those  of  this  lady. 
'  ^  ^er  eyes  are  of  a  charming  haael;  which,  in  myo* 
pinion,  is  a  much  finer  colour  for  eyes  than  either  blue  o» 
black.  , 

*  Her  arms!— -to  talk  of  poKshed  ivory,  and  Parian 
marble«-stuff !  On  my  soul,  Sommers,  I  never  saw  sudt 
arms  l^^I  will  not  attempt  to  describe  the  rest  of  her  per- 
son ;  but  from  all  I  could  perceive,  or  could  understand 
dirough  the  drapery,  the  whole  is  exqliisite.^ 

<  I  find,  then,  that,  after  all  your  fine  flourishes  and 
captures  about  the  tncogniUif  that  she  is  entip^Iy  super- 
seded :— you  think  no  more  of  her/ 

f  On  the  contrary;  I  think  of  nobody  else.'- 

*  How  do  you  mean  ? 

f  Why,  this  u  the  incognita.'^ 

<  The  devil  she  is  r 

'  ^  She  is  indeed,  colonel.'— But  here  I  am  xnteiruptedi 
I  shall  tell  you  more  in  my  next. 

Adieu  !— I  beg  to  be  respectfully  reniembered  to  youc 
lady.    Yours,  ever^ 

J«  MORDAirKT. 


LETTER  XCIV, 

The  Same  to  the  Same., 


I  RESUME  where  I  lefk  off. — ^At  sight  of  the  iady,  I  was 
inost  delightfully  sui^rised  to  recognise  th^  features  of  the 
person  I  had  been  so  long  in  search  of :  she  also  seemed 
a  little  surprised.  The  marchioness,  who  hadbieen  spdc- 
en  to  by  a  sitrvant  just  as  ihe  lady  and  I  first  saw  each 
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otber,  didinot -observe  tke  emotiRms  of  either.  Shaoon* 
tinued  to  talk,  somethnes  addressing  herself  to  the  lady, 
and  sometimes  to  me,  till,  perc^ving  that  neither  of  us 
spoke,:  she  star^  first  at. one^  then  at  therother ;.  and, 
yrath  jplay^l'gesture,  sung  the!  first^line  of  a'songi  dieha^ 
caught  fr&m  the  ballad<.sing&a  under  bej:wi]»loip---«>fZ)eaf^j 
dear,  phot  eon. the  matter  bt^^  .  .  :'      .  o  !      .   ;  *. 

-  The  dady  smiled;  but,  Ibefore  dtfaer  of  us  8poke~ 
^iPiay/  resumed  the  marchicHiess,  *  are-  you  two  ac« 
^piaintedinth .each  other?' 

■^  I  ansisirered,  ^  that  I  had  had  die  pleasure  of  seeing,  the 
lady  once  befoe,  and  had  ever  sinoe  earnestly  iiishfed  ^f 
the  hafipiness  of  seeing  her  again.*, 
r  The  lady  gently  bowed ;  aiid,the  marchioness,  in  a  gay 
manner,  rejoined,—*^  Well,  I  have  often  heard:  that  the 
Bnglish  were  not  a  talkative  nation,  but  I  £d  not  know 
before  that  their  method  of  fprming  an  acquaintance  leith 
one  another  was  by  keeping  a  profound  silence  when  they- 
met* 

We  both  smiled;  and  the  mafcfaioness  ocHitinued;— 
*  If  that  be  the  case,  I  ant  persuaded  you. two  will  be  on 
an  intimate  footing  soon. 

f  I  really  suspected,'  resumed  the  marchioness,  <  that 
you  were  old.  acquaintance,  who,  haying  had  a  quarrel, 
met  here  aocisdenlaUy,  before  it  was  made  up.  I  wms  the 
more  confirmed,  in  my  suspicion,*  foontinued  she,  address* 
ing  the  lady,  *  because  you  were  in  high  spirits  before 
this  gentleman  entered :  and  as  for  him,  he  is  never  other- 
wise ;  yet,  the  instant  you  set  eyes  on  each  other,  you 
both  became  as  melancholy  and  as  dumb  aa  two  Carthu* 

sians.* .     '  

~  «  Depend  upon  it,,  my  dear  marcUoness,'  said  the  lady, 
«/that  na  woman  could  be:  more  .averse  tlian  I  sh<>dd  be  . 
to.  making  .a  vow.  of  silence ;.  buj^  if  I  really  had  made 
such  a  vow,  I  should  regret  it  less  when  you  spoke  than, 
at  any  other  time.* 

*  Voitt  etes  charnrante !'  cried  the  marchioness,  embra* 
dng  her.  Then,  turning,  to  me,  she  added,— ^  I  have 
read,  in  soma  of.  jquc  English  hooks^  tiM^  French  per<^ 
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ma  ahrftys  toloes  a  cwpiiment  in  the  moil  fttrataMe 
9€hm.    I  believe  the  author  i«  hi  the  ri^t^ 

After  this  there  were  £&w  iotenrala  of  sUenoeu  Surd  up 
flfeortal  ewr  poeteeeed  the  ait«f  bamthiogoaBslciiDly  mmi 
putttng  people  on  en  easf  ftoting^^  in  gmeter  .fnSoe^dgm^ 
iheA  tbie  etutming  Freiieh  wcman^  * 

As  for  the  incognita^  her  conTerMtmd  btCMse  every  mm 
meni  ipore  deli^^ftiL  All  her  remaorka  were^  in  en  un* 
common  dq;ree,  ingenious.  Do  not  euspeol  tbet  hmr  in^ 
{genuity  depends  on  her  personsl  beauties^  like  your  no* 
quaintaneey  Miss  BhkBom»  igbbm  reputation  for  wit  elands 
upbn  her  compk^don  and  teeth.  I  io  aaswre  yon*  Somf 
iners,  that  the  general  turn  ef  thb  ymmg  kdy^s  conrersd^ 
lion  would  be  thought  ingenious  by  erery  persott  of  taete> 
eren  though  her  features  were  as  devoid  of  meaning  ae 
jfchoee  of  l^ady  Carmine,  who,  while  she  was  oeatemplat« 
ing  the  was»work  exhibitioo^  was  mistaken  for  one  oi  the 


The  incognita  rose  at  one  tim^  to  go»  but  the  mardiif 
mess  premled  on  her  to  stay. 

My  horses  bad  stood  fwo  hpurs  before  the  door  s«-4bef 
might  have  stood  twp  hours  longer,  had  not  the  mart 
cbioness,  with  the  same  ease  that  6be  would  haiveashed  a 
pmch  of  snuff,  8aid,««^<  I  must  beg  of  you,  my  dear  air^ 
to  be  goqe ;  bot^  as  you  seem  to  be  diseagagsd  to^ay^  I 
jshalt  be  hap|)y  tosei  yon  a||ain  in  the  evening**-^  igi9$ 
aUa: 

It  was  my  person  alone  that  left  die  room :  all  the  rest 
of  me  remained  witl^  ibe  int^ogw^  until  Ben  told  me, 
<  tbat  if  I  prapeeded  any  farther  at  that  slow  pace,  I 
should  not  have  tin^e  to  dress  before  dinner.'  I  Uien 
looked  arounc^  and  found  myself  at  Sew4iridge.  I  im» 
mediately  returned  to  town,  and  remained  at  home,  wid| 
a  good  ^1  of  impatic^nce»  ti|l  dght,  and  then  clrove  to  the 
marchionesses. 

There  \  found  by  much  the  gayest  asianbly  I  have 
seen  since  I  returned  to  England.  It  consisted  enthrely 
of  emigrants,  of  both  sexes ;  some  of  them  people  of  tbe 
^ift  rank^  accustomed  ireni  (heir  iofam^  to  ntognificen^ 
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0oA  ewty  htamyf  3F«feaoeQBiiiiaiialii)g  ib^oselvei^  to  their 
{nresent  circumstaoceft  with  admirable  eqifttimhy ;  Gnodr 
^UflMNiraod  gaietjare  alwaja  agreeable,  cjualities  >-*bj 
bong  preserved  during  adveiaitjr,  they  are  eneobled  into 

I  aetVith .  aoaie  whom  I  bad  known  the  first  time  I  w«f 
at  Paru^  wd  W  whooft  I  efved  many  civilities.  The  atr 
ieBtion  due  to  than  kept  ne  from  the  reveries  into  which 
I  every  instaat  fiMwd  aqrs^  ready  te  falK 

The  mMchionese  aaked  mei  in  a  whisper,  ^  If  I  should 
ever  fin^ve  her  for  hftving.  invei|^ed  me  into  a  whole 
vmyof  Freneh?* 

The  answer  ww  unavmlaUe-^  I  was  obUged  to  her 
filr  idtrodmHng  ne  to  so  many  agreeable  peqple/*^*  Yet^* 
resumed  she^  with  a  sly  look,  <  you  seem^  to  eacpeetsomoip 
body  elae^  bj  your  eye  being  soibequently  dmec^  to  the 
doer/ 

Aftar  this  I  refrmned  &om  looking  that  way  for  some 
time ;  but,  turning  my  ejjrea  towards  it  at  last,,  I  saw  the 
person  they  searched  sitting  between  two  French  ladies, 
a  ekialte  of  men  presring  around  bei*.  I  moved  that  way 
-^ehe  received  my  compliments  with  polileo^ss^  and  im- 
mediately res«iined  her  conversation  with  those  who  sat 
next  her*  I  attempted  fre()iiently  to  draw  her  into  a  se- 
parate conversation:  she  always  made  a  polite  reply  to 
what  I  and,  bat  directly  after  addressed  her  disconrse  to 
some  other  of  the  company.  I  at  length  vc^ntured  to  say, 
m  English,  *  The  EaciiKih  are  a  very  agreeable  people ; 
tt  is  not,  therefore,  Mtrprising  thai  you  are  90  fond  of  coi»» 
versing  with  them^^  <  £ven  if  I  were  not  v^ry  fond  of  ccm^ 
versing  with  tA<in,^  said  she^  smiling,  <  I  sbould  think  it 
highly  proper  cm  the  present  occasion ;  for,  though  it  is 
an  English  custom,  I  do  not  lUnk  it  quite  polite,  in  the 
notifies  of  a  country,  to  converse  apart,  and  kave  for^a^* 
ers  to  entertain  themselveSi' 

*  Here  are  more  foreigners  than  natives,^  said  I.  ^  That 
iqenders  the  deviation  from  politeness  greater,^  rejoined  she* 

«H0W80P 

f  po  you  noi  percevre/  said  ahe^  f  pom  yrerj  rode  j^ 
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would  seem,  in  either  us,  to  prefer  one  single  nathre  t6 
such  a  choux  of  foreigners  ?' 

'  *  As  for  my  own  part/  I  resumed^  ♦  I  can  deelaie  with 
truth,  that  Pp^er  yourT— -*- 

<  We  were  speaking  of  politenes/  said  she,  intemiplSngr 
ine,  *  whicfc,  you  know,'isqui[te  k  dlibrentibingfrom  ti^uth/ 
-  ;^^  T  know  it,^  said  I,  <  and  dierefei'e,'  'vAttk  IMdi,  inde- 
pendent  of  politeness,  deckre,  -that  I  ^hontdgWe  the 
same  preference  were  the  •assemb)}'  coMpod^of  a  select 
company  of  BngHsh  wt^mto'inlBieacirof  ^t^\gn^tf^'*  «  • 

*  How  would  you  Hke  noipr,*^  replied  sh^,  -sniiling,  «  if 
^very  woman  tp  whom  you  have  made  a  simrlbr  declara^ 
tion  overheard  ytm  ?-^Bnt  I  am  wanted,^  added  die,  and 
crossed  the  room  to  the  mtfrohioness,  who  immediately 
placed  her  in  a  card  pilrty;  »     • 

By  this  time^-my  dear  colonel,  I  suspect  you  are  a 
little  impatient  to  know   who  this  incognita  is  ?— -Why, 
she  is  an  acquaintance  of  yourSH^-of  mine.    Yes^  and  the 
ipiost  intimate  friend  of  yotrf  Jvtliet, 
•    <MissCKflferdr 

'.'  Yes,  to  be  sure.    Who  else  could  answer  the  d^scrip* 
tion  I  have  given  ? 

But  now  she  is  also  an  acquaintance  of  mine,  and  the 
only  one  who  could  detain  me.  from  setting  out  for  Aafa^ 
Wood  after  the  time  mentioned'in  the- note  I  sen^  tm  the 
day  of  my  arrival  in  town.  But  I  refer  the  -matter,  my 
dear  Sommerb,  to  your  own^coufecienoe^^ls  such  a  woman 
io  be  left  scl'v^  easily  ?-^She  allows  me  to'  visit  her  at 
Mr.  iDamlefy'r.  We  have  had  a  long  converaatton  about 
your  Juliet' and  you,  I  do  rejoice,  my  friend,  in  youp 
happiness  ;^ong  may  it  last !  I  am  to  dine  at  Mr.  Dam- 
ley^  with'thie  marahtoness  to-morrow ;  and  am  ^gaged 
to  dAnce  with  Miss  Clifford  at  a  ball' to  l^  given-  by  the 
countess  oC  B  some  days  after«  She  tells  me,  hoiir* 
ever,  that  her  friend  Lady  Diana  Franklin,  is  expected 
from  Devonshire  very  soon.  -The  inai*cfaione88  and  Miss 
Clifford  will  go  to  meet  her  at  ;tfae  .  Grove  whenever  she 
arrives.  I  hinted  that  I  should  be  happy  to  attend  them, 
orovided  ^ej  w^uld  engage  to  secure  my  welcome.   Mis§ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


MOHDAUlMr*  491 

CXUkftd  seemed  to  think  tJits  push  rather  too  bold  :  8h^ 
said,  with  a  more  setere  air  than  I  had  ever  before  seen 
h^r  assume,  "^  thht  isfce  believed  bad j  Diana  e:&pected  on- 
fy  th^miirchioness  and  herself/   '  '-  •  ; 

"Hav^  joii  no  thoughts  bf  briri^ihg  Mrs;  fiommers  to 
ikmn'?  if  you  are  determined  againsit  that  «tep,  1  shall 
e'crtaioly'be'wirtl'you  in- Ndrthuhrberiandi-i-^I  cannot  aal 
yet  fix  riiefprerise  time.— ^ii-ft  *  ': 

-Thfe  much  I  h«Mi  Written  isevi^ral  days  agb ;  btit  having 
been  inteFrU]it^>  I-^neglected'' to  fihish  anti  feend  the  let- 
ter to4he  post.— ^ou  see  the  state  of'  mind  I  am  in.— - 
You -ask  vbat'ha&r  becomfe  of  all  my  protestations  against' 
pairiage. — Ak /  tehon  KRet  qu*a  ta  chitre.    Adieu  ! 

'      ••  -  '  J.  MORDAtTNT. 


LETTER  XGV. 

JUAJIX ; Dl AJJf  F JJANKLIN.  ^  Ml^S  HORATI A  CLIFFORD^. . 
HY  DSAK  HORATIA,  '  PIknpion. 

As  there  is  a  possibility  of  the  marchioness  being  sud- 
denly obliged  to' leave  England,  and  join  her  husband,  I 
am  determined  to  set  out  fqr  the  Grove  to-morrpw.  M rsj. 
Denham  is  by  no  means  so  mpch  re-establisl^ed  as  I  wish- 
ed and  expected  she  wpuld  have  been  by  this  time ;  yet  I 
cannot  bear  the  thought  of  allowing  the  marchioness  to 
leave  this  island  without  my  seeing  her. 

I  have  written  to  my  housekeeper,  that  she  may  ex- 
pect you  and  the  marchioness  at  the  Grove  on  Friday 
liext,  and  desired  her  to  hav^  dinner  for  you  by  idve  o'clock. 
I  expect  to  be  there  myself  the  same  evening. 
'  By  several  letters  froin  her,-  I  find  that  Mr^  Mordaunt 
has  been  able  to  render  her  some  essential  services,  and 
has  impressed'  on  her  heart  a  strong  sense  of  obliga- 
tion. I  dare  say  she*  has  mentioned  this  to  you. ,  The 
brilliant  qualities  of  that  gentleman  are  peculiarly  capti- 
vating  to  young  women ;  England  cannot  boast  a  man  of 
a  finer  appearance,  or  more  easy  manner^*  He  is  said  to 
possess  qualities  that  command  the  adn^ration  of  his  owi^ 
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^ex  in  m  great  perfcctioB  a»  he  don  tboie  wiuch  ragq^ 
the  affeclioa  of  ours :  his  courage  and  aculaoegs  of  wind 
are  highly  celebrated.  He  is  also^cuMundered  as  a  man  ixf 
wit;  but  wit,  like  other  briUiaot  ppssessions,  psodooaa 
more  tnjy  m  others  than  happioese  to.  the  piroprietmr.  No 
qualitjy  howeirer,  is  more  generally  admired*  I  am  noa 
surprised,  therefoce^  my  dear,  to  pereeive,  thioiq^h  tba 
guarded  expressicms  in  which  you  mention  hkn  in  your  last 
letter,  that  you  yiew  him  with  some  degree  of  partial^. 

I  know  no  mao,  however,  whose  aoquaiatanee  is  mora 
dangerous  to  a  yoimg  woman*  And,  even  to  those  to 
whom  the  acquaintance  of  no  man  can  be  dangerous,  any 
degree  of  intimacy  with  him  witt  not  be  thoiq^ht  very  pro^ 
per.  His  conversation  is  often  more  brilliant  than  sensi* 
ble*  He  has  always  avowed  a  determination  never  to  mar* 
ry ;  but  it  is  sud,  that^  with  all  his  libertinism,  he  can- 
not be  justly  accused  of  ever  bavrag  seduced  any  woman 
by  pramuing  her  marriage.  This  is  a  kind  of  defence 
whkh,  without  entirely  exculpating  one  party,  leaves  the 
other  without  excuse.  You  tell  me  that  Mr*  Dandey  first 
met  Mr.  Mordaunt  at  the  lodgings  c£  the  marchioness, 
and,  being  pleased  with  his  conversation,  invited  him  to 
his  house,  which  he  now  visits  pretty  frequently;  and 
that  both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Damley  are  delighted  with  hia 
^mpany.  Mr.  Mordaunt  has  the  art  of  rendering  his 
Qompany  agreeable  to  all  whom  he  peculiarly  wishes  to 
please ;  but  I  question  much,  my  dear,  whether  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Darnley  would  have  been  of  that  number,  if  he  eoold 
freely  enjoy  your  company  without  theirs.  At  all  eventS| 
you  may  be  very  certain^  that  the  world  will  place  Mr. 
Mordaunf  s  visits  to  your  account  ^ore  than  to  that  of 
your  uncle  and  aunti  and  you  will  reflect,  my  dear  Ho- 
ratia,  how  far  the  frequent  visits  of  a  man  of  his  way  of 
thinking  and  character,  either  when  you  are  at  your  un* 
cle's  or  elsewhere,  is  proper  for  yofa.    i 

On  Friday  evening  I  shall  have  the  pleasure  of  em* 
bracing  you  aod  tb^  marchioiiess  at  the  Grove.  Till  theoi 
gay  d^r,  adieu ! 
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P.  8.  I  b^)  fliy  deir,  that  yon  will  not  Ail  to  oMt 
toe  at  the  Orove<— If  any  aeeident  or  engagement  shonM 
prevent  di6  maichieneM  fironi  eoming  on  Friday,  eoBie  by 
70ttft«d£ 


LETTEB  XCYI. 

ClOLONEL  SoMMSfiS  tO  MiSS  CLIFFORDi. 


It  it  with  nndi  ooneern,  my  dear  Miat  CltffoiKl,  thai  I 
irfdress  this  m  yon.  I  went  last  Wednesday  to  Un. 
KerrX  whcot  my  bueinen  detained  nue  tkat  night  On 
nfty  rstm  home,  I  found  my  dearest  Jtdiet  very  nuch 
Hiditposed.  Miss  Piootor,  mbo  km  been  widi  ns  tine 
month  fMUt,  and  ynur  brother,  who  has  been  very  assidiK 
ous  in  his  visits  since  he  last  came  to  the  eountry,  dined 
with  her.  In  the  evening'  they  walked  out  till  the  ladies 
were  fatigued ;  then  rested  mt  a  bank  by  the  side  of  the 
rivulet,  and  returned  by  a  shorter  path,  across  the  mea» 
dow,  when  it  was  quite  wet  with  dewr  Juliet  was  seised 
with  a  shivering  that  night,  and  was  very  finrerish  till 
Homing.  She  made  light  c€  ber  iadisposition^  howet^i^ 
when  I  arrived,  and  the  physician  gave  me  hopes  that  the 
fever  was  abating^  but  she  has  psesed  a  very  distuibad 
night,  has  ramUed  a  great  deal  in  ber  sleep,  and  sons* 
times  mentiooed  your  name*  She  wss  csiiner  during 
some  part  of  the  forenoon ;  but  the  physician  speaks  with 
less  hope  of  the  &ver  bdng  thwHrn  off  imsnediately  ;  aa* 
snriog  me,  at  the  same  lim^  thai  there  is  no  very  threat* 
eniog  synptotn*  However  unwilling  I  sm  to  give  ftm 
itneasiness,  I  have  ao  often  beard  your  sweet  friend  and 
you  censnire  the  ceneealing  of  intelligence  of  this  natm?e 
from  those  nearest  concerned,,  that  I  thoi^t  proper  to 
comavunicate  to  you  directty  the  reid  utuatkHS  in  whioh 
she  is. 

You,  my  dear  madsij  who  know  the  value  of  die  traa^ 
sure  I  possess,  nmy  form  a  jnst  idea  of  the  anguish  I  £oA 
at  the  least  appeamnoe  of  losing  it^    I  was  so  strongly  a& 
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{MSted  with  trerimn  thoi^[;ht8  whisb  msbed  into;  my  nrindi 
after  I  bad  written  the  last  seiitenQe,  that,  iDStead  of  pro- 
ceeding, I  went  into  Juliet's  chamber*  Her  attendants 
made  a  signal  for  me  to  withdraw,  and  have  sinc^.&ssuied 
me  that  sh«  has  &Ilen  into  a  slumbei^. 

ily  mind  is  continually  rcTolving  scenes  of  past  hap* 
jpiness,  with  the  treriibling  hope  that  they  will  be  renewed^ 
When  I  heard,  this  morning,  that  Juliet  had  e^xpressed  a 
de»re  to  see  a  clergyman,  you  cannot  imagine  how  it 
piehxd  my  heart :  it  gave  me  the  idea  that  they  never 
%ere  to  be  renewed  in  this  life.  Some  people^s  reKgion 
consists  entirely  in  acts  of  devotbn,.and  aune  entirely  in 
acts  of  benevcdenoe*  As  hen  consists  in  both,  it  alwaya 
afibrded  me  pleasure,  except  in  this  single  instance.*-' 
How  weak !    I  am  your  ever  faithful  friend  and  servant^ 

BICHAKn  SQMHSaS. 


Letter  xcvil 

Miss  Horatia  Clifford  to  Lady  Diana  J^ranklii^* 

MT  DEAR  LADY  DIANA,  Jtkaaod, 

ImmbdiateiiY  on  receiving  your  last  letter,  I  settled  with 
the  marchioness  to  set  out  together  on  Friday  to  meet  yoa 
rat  the  Grove ;  but  that  same  evening,  idiile  we  were  feli-» 
dtating  each  other  in  the  pleasure  we  expected  from  your 
society,  I  received  a  letter  from  Colonel  Sommen^  with  an 
alarming  account  of  Juliet.  The  letter  was  evidently 
written  in  great  agitation  of  mind :  she  had  been  sudden^ 
)y  taken  ill,  and  was  thought  in  danger.  I  ordered  post-* 
horses,  with  the  intention  of  setting  off  that  same  night 
for  Ashwood.  My  aunt  exclaimed  against  my  leaving 
town  at  that  hour,  and  talked  of  robbers,  &c.  Mr.  Darn-i 
ley,  perceiving  this  had  no  effect,  told  me  plainly  that  he 
would  not  allow  me  to  leave  his  house  till  next  morning. 
I  was  therefore  a  prisoner  till  five  o^clock,  when  I  set  off 
with  my  maid,  a  servant  iattending'us  on  horseback.  I 
leave  you  to  imagine  my  anxiety  during  this  journey; 
the  earliest  companion  of  my  youth,  the  iieloved  friend  of 
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lUy  iiem*t»  the  favourite  of  my  lamented  mcttheri  the  wd-i 
mtn  on  earth  whom,  next  to  yourself,  I  most  We  and  e^ 
steem,  on  the  point,  as  I  dreaded,  of  being  snatched  fro|a 
me  for  ever.  Yet,  so  overpowered  was  I  by  thefatigucf 
of  incessant  travelling,  that,  on  the  second,  day,  I  g<ft 
some  sleep  in  the  carriage,  and  thereby  found,  myself  Jeair 
exhausted  than  I  probably  should  have  been  had  Ire-t 
mained  in  London ;  for  in  that  case  I  ccartainly  should 
have  had  no  sleep  at  all.  I  was  greatly  relieved .  by  the 
.colonel,  who,  as  he  helped  me  out  of  the  chaise,  a^ure4 
me  that  my  friend  was  better.  The  physician  gave  me 
the  same  assurance ;  but  prevented  my  seeing  her  direct-< 
ly^  as  I  earnestly  desired.  Sometime  after^  howeve^^  he 
came  to  me,  and  said,  *  that  he  had  been  again  with  his 
patient,  who  had  told  him,  that  she  had  a  dear  friend  in 
London,  who  would  be  greatly  alarmed  on  heai^inig  o£  b^r 
illness;  and  had  desired  him,  if  he  reaUy  thought ;heria 
a  way  of  recovery,  to  write  his  opinion  to  that  friend;  iiv 
forming  him  at  the  same  time  of  my  address. 

<  On  my  assuring  her/  continued  the  phyucian,  <  that 
1  would  do  as  she  desired,  she  said,  with  fervour,  *  O  doc« 
tor !  you  cannot  imagine  what  comfort  your  letter  will  af- 
ford to  her  afflicted  heart ;  and  it  gives  no  small  uneasi- 
ness to  mine,  that  she  must  f^el  two  days  of  pidnful  ap- 
jprehension  before  she  receives  it.^  '  On  this^^  added  he» 
*  I  desired  her  not  to  be  uneasy  on  that  accoui^ ;  aiyd 
informed  her  that  you  were  actually  in  the  bouse. ;  And^ 
now,  madam,^  said  he,  taking  me  by  the  hand,  ^  pevpit 
me  to  conduct  you  to  your  friend's  bedside.* 

He  led  me  into  her  chamber.— After  a  very  short  in- 
terview, the  tenderness  of  which  I  am  unable  to  describe, 
the  phy^ioian,  addressing  fais  patient,  said,-—^  Now,  ma^ 
dam,  the  thought  of  your  friend^s  vexation  will  no  longer 
keep  you  awake.  She  needs  sleep  as  much  as  you.  The 
GonsolajUcm  I  have  afS^rded  you  both,  though  not  exactly 
agreeable  to  regular  practiice^  wiU,>  K^hope,  prove  as  viSi. 
cacious  an  anodyne  draught  as  any  I  could  have  oiideiaed 
from  the  apothecary^s  shop.* 

So  saying,  he  led  me  out  of  the  room.     I  soon  after 
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went  to  bed  with  a  liglit  IiMirt,  slept  eight  htmrn^  ani^ 
when  I  airakened,  was  inronned  that  Juliet  bad  also  had 
a  good  deal  of  deep,  and  eontiiraed  on  the'  reooverj. 

Those  parts  of  your  letter  that  rdate  to  Mr.  Mordauiit 
1  delay  taking  notice  of,  because,  until  I  shall  be  fiilly  as^ 
eertaitied  of  Mrs.  Somtnenft  recovery,  I  cannot,  for  ain<^ 
nent,  fix  my  mind  on  any  other  subject.  This  is  also  the 
€ase  with  the  colonel.  If  any  thing  could  augment  the 
esteem  I  before  had  &r  that  gallant  and  worthy  man^  it 
would  be  the  tender  and  delicate  attentions  he  has  paid  to 
Juliet  since  her  illness. 

In  him  there  is  a  remarkable  proof  of  the  difference  be- 
tween that  kind  of  intrepidity  which  enables  a  man  to  pre- 
serve coolnefis  and  recolleetion  in  the  midst  of  personal 
danger,  and  that  nrhich  makes  him  bear  the  loss  of  a  bo- 
loved*  object.  No  man  ever  displayed  more  of  the  former 
than  Colonel  Sommers ;  and  no  man  is  more  a  coward  at 
the  thought  of  the  latter*  I  observed  him  become  pale  at 
the  hurried  entrance  of  Julief  s  maid  into  the  room  where 
lie  and  I  were  sitting  this  morning.  She  only  wanted 
something  of  no  importance  ;  but  his  agitated  heart  sug- 
gested an  unfarvourable  turn  in  her  mistress.  He  could 
hardly  speak  for  some  moments  after  the  giri  was  gone. 

I  have  strong  hopes,  that  in  my  next  I  shall  be  able  to 
announce  the  happy  news  that  Juliet  is  quite  out  of  dan- 
ger. With  affectionate  compliments  to  the  marchioness^ 
who,  I  take  it  for  granted,  is  now  with  you  at  the  Grove^ 
I  am,  my  dear  Lady  Diana,  yours, 

H«  CLIFFORD. 

p.  S. «  My  brother  was  almost  constantly  at  Ash  wood 
before  my  arrival :  he  has  ;ne<ver  been  here  ainoe ;  but  he 
tends  every  day  to  iaqutfe  how  Juliet  is.  His  Istters  are 
never  directed  to  me.  I  have  oertainly  more  reasoa  (o 
complain  of  him  dian  he  has  of  me ;  yet  I  am  4^e  person 
tkat  ftda  nneasiness  at  our  misunderstandiRg  ^— this  k 
fiwliah  on  my  part,  and  hafd«hearted  on  bis. 
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LETTER  XCYIII. 

The  CouN^TEss  of  Deanport  to  Mrs.  Demure. 

VT  BEAR  MAJ>AM»  .l(mdon.    * 

I  CALLBD  at  your  house  this  mornings  to  give  jou  a  cu- 
rious piece  of  news.  It  is  whispered  that  Miss  Clifford  has' 
gone  off  with  Mr.  Mcndaunt.  Some  say  they  left  town 
in  the  same  carriage ;  others  that  she  went  alone,  and  that 
he  followed  soon  after.  The  variation  is  of  little  import* 
ance,  as  it  is  certain  they  are  both  gone :  and  there  can 
be  little  doubt  of  their  meeting  at  some  of  the  post-houses. 
Mrs.  Darnley  gives  out  that  the  lady  is  gone  on  a  visit  to 
Mrs.  Sommers  in  Northumberland :  that  is  not  probable;- 
she  came  from  thence  very  lately.  Other  wise-acres  as- 
sert that  they  are  gone  to  be  married  in  Scotland.  Why 
should  he  carry  her  to  Scotland  ?  She  is  not  a  prize  t6 
be  run  off  with,  surely.  He  has  had  experience  sufficient 
to  know  that  his  passion  can  cool  socm  enough  withdut- 
his  either  marrying  or  carrying  the  object  of  it  to  so  frigid 
a  country.  But  I  leave  you  to  judge  whether  Mordaunt 
is  a  likely  man  to  marry  in  any  country.  Both  you  at)d 
I,  my  dear  friend,  are  acquainted  with  women  of  superior 
beauty  to  Miss  Clifford,  who  have  been  betrayed  by  this 
man :  though  1  don't  know  if  it  can  be  called  betraying  ; 
for,  it  is  said,  he  never  mentioned  marriage  to  any  of  those 
infatuated  creatures. 

I  know,  my  dear  madam,  that  your  sympathising  breast 
wiU  feel  severely  on  this  occasion ;  for  the  whole  will  be  pub- 
lic directly  ;  and  there  is  no  possibility  of  your  having  any 
farther  connection  with  the  unhappy  young  woman. 

How  unfortunate  !  that  she  did  not  follow  the  exam^ 
pie  of  some  wary  ladies  of  our  acquaintance,  who,  being 
equally  culpable,  have  avoided  all  eclat^  and  of  course  are 
received  everywhere,  notwithstanding  an  universal  con- 
viction that  they  deserve  to  be  comprehended  within  the 
bill  of  exclusion. 

This  incident  will  certainly  produce  a  struggle  between 
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the  purity  of  Lady  Diana  Franklin  and  her  friendshipr 
for  the  fallen  nymph,  before  she  will  b^  Ale  to  determine 
whether  to  break  with  her  entirely  or  not.  As  for  Mor- 
daunt,  I  make  no  doubt  of  his  abandoning  Miss  Clifford 
just  as  he  did  others,  with  whom  his  connection  has  not 
as  yet  been  so  completely  ascertained.  He  has  resigned 
the  French  woman  that  he  brought  over  already.  She 
pretends,  I  undevstand,  to  be  a  marchioness ;  but,  more 
probably,  is  the  wife  or  dau^ter  of  some  Parisian  trades* 
man.  Several  of  the  real  nobility  of  France,  I  hear,  have 
been  under  the  necessity  of  exercising  trade  since  th^ 
left  their  own  country ;  but  a  far  greater  number  of  real 
tradefl^pepple  from  France  hare  assumed  the  titles,  and 
give  themselves  the  airs^^  of  nobility. 

I  wonder  bow  Mr;  Clifford  will  behave,  when  he  comes 
to  the  knowledge  of  his  sister^s  conduct  He  has  the  re-- 
putation  of  being  of  a  very  violent  temper,  and  is  a  hero- 
in  ^llantry  as  well  as  Mcnrdaunt ;  with  this  difference, 
however,  that  he  is  less  silent  on  the  subject  of  bis  iric- 
tories*  He  was^  expected  in  town ;  but,  I  understand 
from  my  son,  with  whom  he  keeps  up  a  constant  corre^ 
spoodenee,  that  he  is  wonderfully  captivated  by  a  young 
lady  in  his  own  nei^bourhood,  who  seems  to  have  driven 
from  bis  memory  all  recollection  of  those  who  languish* 
for  his  return  to  the  capital. 

Being  informed  that  you  intended  to  stay  three  or  four 
days  with  Lady  ,  I  thought  it  right  to  acquaint  youy 

with  these  particulars,,  because  I  am  certain  that  your 
friendship  for  Mrs.  Darnley  will  prompt  you  to  come  di- 
rectly to  town,  on  purpose  to  do  all  in  your  power  to  sup^ 
port  her  spirits  on  this  vexatious  occasion.  I  remain,  my 
dear  madam,  your  sincere  and  obedient  servant, 

£..  IIEANPOET. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


noitDAirKT;  400 

LETTER  ^CIX. 

Miss  Hobatia  Clifford  to  Lady  Diana  Feankli!^/ 

AthwootU 

xxAPPY  news  !  the  doctor  has  pronounced  Juliet  out  of 
danger.  I  am  giddy  with  joy.  After  reciprocal  congratu- 
lations, I  told  the  colonel  I  was  going  to  communicatef 
the  tidings  to  you«  He  said  be  was  also  going  to  write  on 
the  same  subject  to  his  friend  Mr.  Mordaunt. 

This  put  me  in  mind  of  your  kst  letter ;  some  parts  of 
which  prove  that  you  have  conversed  with  people  who  are 
prejudiced  against  that  gentleman. 

I  asked  of  the  colonel  how  it  happened  that  his  friend 
Mn  Mordaunt,  who  is  generally  thought  anf  agreeable 
man,  had  so  nuuiy  enemies. 

His  answer  was— <  Mordaunt  is  a  man  of  wit.^ 

*  A  roan  of  wit !'  said  I. 

•  Yes,'  rejoined  he;  *  of  all  the  gifts  of  nature  to  the 
human  race,-  wit  b  the  most  envied,  and  the  least  for^ 
giVen.' 

But,  of  all  my  acquaintance,  y6u  are  the  person,  my 
dear  Lady  Diana,  whom  I  should  have  thought  the  least 
likely  to  envy^  and  the  most  likely  to  forgive,  a  man  for  his 
wit.  With  respect  to  the  gentleman  in  question,  you  will 
recount  that  it  was  through  your  means  that  I  became 
acquainted  with  him;  for  I  first  met  him  at  the  lodgings 
of  the  marchioness :  from  her  I  received  the  most  favour'- 
able  opinio^  bf  him^  My  uncle  and  aunt  conceived  the 
same:  they  invited  him  freely  to  their  hmise.  But  it 
seems  the  man  aVows  a  determination  never  to  marry  r 
this  is  very  afflicting  news  to  be  sure.  Yet  if  any  wo^^ 
iAan>  who  made  no  objection  to  being  of  his  acquaintance 
before  she  received  this  information,  were  to  avoid  it  im* 
mediately  after,  would  it  not  subject  her  to  a  strange  inK 
putation  ? 

i     What  has  a 'woman,  who  expats  and  Wishes  for  no- 
thing in  a  man^s  society  but  agreeable  conVetsation,  to  djEV 
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with  his  determinations  respecting  marriage?  Such  a 
determination  can,  at  most,  be  considered  as  a  misfor- 
tune : — it  cannot  be  imputed  as  a  crime,  my  dear  Lady 
Diana,  to  a  man  more  than  to  a  woman ;  and  therefore 
ought  not  to  deprive  him  of  the  society  of  any  virtuous 
woman,  except  those  who  have  no  other  view  in  cultivat- 
ing his  acquaintance  but  marrying  him* 

You  also  observe,  that,  notwithstanding  his  accomplish^ 
ments,  this  Mr.  Mordaunt^s  conversatioii  is  often  more 
brilliant  than  sensible ;  that  it  is  peculiarly  agreeable  to 
young  women  ;  and  that,  in  spite  <rf  my  guarded  expres- 
sions, you  perceive  I  view  him  with  swne  partiality. 

The  letter,  however,  from  which  you  form  this  judg- 
ment, was  written  in  circumstances  which,  with  all  your 
favour  fqr  sense  and  dontempt  of  folly,  I  am  persuaded 
would  have  influenced  you  yourself  to  have  preferred  a- 
gieeable  nonsense  to  what  is  called  solid  sense.  A  pretty 
numerous  company  dined  at  my  uncle^s ;  among  others,  a 
Mr.  Proser,  who  deals  in  nothing  but  sense,  and  that  of 
the  most  solid  kind ;  but  he  drew  forth  bis  commodity  in 
such  profusion,  that  he  oppressed  the  whole  company. 

Had  any  one  been  disposed  to  have  controverted  what 
he  said,  it  would  have  been  difficult,  for  two  reasons; 
one,  that  all  he  asserted  was  self*evident ;  the  other,  that 
he  proved  it  by  innumerable  arguments. 

At  last,  Mr.  Mordaunt  struck  in  with  some  observa- 
tions of  a  lighter  nature,  which  led  to  general  conversa- 
tion j  this  he  supported  in  so  entertaining  a  manner,  as 
to  restore  good-humour  and  gaiety  to  the  whole  company, 
except  Mr.  Proser,  whose  countenance,  though  far  from 
being  expressive,  sufficiently  marked  his  contempt  for  the 
playful  wit  of  Mr.  Mordaunt,  and  all  who  admired  it.  I 
whispered  to  Mr.  Damley,  who  seemed  indignant  at  the 
airs  of  superior  sagacity  which  Mr.  Proser  gave  himself-^- 
*  This  man  is  most  completely  convinced  of  the  depth  of 
his  own  understanding.' — *  That  is  not  wonderful,'  an- 
swered he ;  <  fer,  though  no  man  of  sense  thinks  himaelf  a 
fool,  many  fools  think  themselves  men  of  sense.' 

I  wrote  my  letter  to  you  the  same  evening,  under  the 
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impression  made  by  the  contrast  between  a  tiresome  man 
and  an  entertaining  one ;  and,  in  spite  of  all  my  pains  to 
use  guarded  expressums,  I  fear  I  have  given  you  an  idea 
of  my  having  a  greater  partiaUty  fcft  the  latter  g^tlemui 
than  I  really  have. 

The  world,  you  say,  will  place  Mn  McM'daunt^  visits 
to  my  account,  rather  than  to  that  of  my  uncle  or  aunt, 
while  I  was  in  their  house ;  but  if  he  continues  to  visit 
them  now,  when  I  am  three  hundred  miles  from  it,  I 
shall  expect  that  you  will  acknowledge  to  me,  in  the  name 
of  the  world,  that  it  was  mistaken. 

I  remain,  my  dear  Lady  Diana,  with  affectionate  com- 
pliments to  the  marchioness,  your  grateful  4ind  obedient 
servant, 

H.  CLIFFORD. 


LETTER  C. 
Lady  Diana  Franklin  to  Miss  Horatia  Clifford. 

MY  DEAR  HOIIATIA,  Grave. 

I  NKVER  received  a  more  welcome  letter  than,. your  last; 
the  very  first  sentence  of  which  dissipated  the  gloomy  ap- 
prehensions my  mind  had  been  brooding  over  from  the 
time  I  read  your  former. 

I  enter  warmly  into  the  transport  of  Colonel  Sommers 
on  this  happy  event.  He  could  have  better  supported 
the  loss  of  Juliet,  while  he  was  courting  her,  than  since 
she  became  his  wife.  That  admirable  good  sense,  that 
elegant  simplicity,  which  marks  her, 
——«  one  by  Nature  Uught 
To  breathe  her  genuine  thought** 

and  all  those  endearing  qualities  she  has  had  occasion  to 
show,  since  their  marriage,  have  made  a  more  delightful 
impression  on  his  calm  and  steady  mind  than  all  her  beau- 
ty had  done  before.  Notwithstanding  the  intrepidity  and 
firmness  of  his  character,  I  am  persuaded  that  her  loss 
would  have  broken  his  heart.— -What  a  noble  heart  would 
hav«  been  broken  1 
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With  what  admirable  judgment  has  your  friend  disr 
posed  of  her  hand  and  fortune !  What  are  titles ;  what 
(external  grace ;  what  all  the  sparklings  of  wit,  so  fasci- 
nating to  the  fancy  of  many  women  ;  what  are  all  those 
qualities  together  in  a  husband,  in  comparison  with  the 
constancy,  the  complacent  temper,  and  other  virtues  of 
Colonel  Sommers  ? 

You  must  have  observed,  my  dear  Horatia,  how  high- 
ly t  have  been  charmed  with  that  natural  cheerfulness  of 
mind  which  you  pos^ss.  It  was  one  of  the  greatest  de* 
lights  of  your  mother^s  life :  it  soothed  the  a^iction  of 
your  father  after  her  death ;  and  it  has  affi>rded  me  many 
pleasing  hours,  since  I  was  deprived  of  my  two  frienda* 
Yet,  I  must  own,  that  the  fear  of  any  occurrence  that 
would  throw  a  gloom  over  a  character  so  formed  for  giv- 
ing and  receiving  happjnj^ss  h^  given  me  some  disturb- 
ance, on  particular  occasions ;  and  my  constant  prayer^ 
my  dear  Horatia,  is,  that  you  may  be  able  always  to  pre- 
serve tbajt  epviable  gaiety  of  temper,  that  precludes  sor- 
row from  your  own  breast,  and  communicates  cheerful- 
ness io  that  of  others. 

I'  shoul^  have  been  entertained  with  the  sportive  te^nqr 
of  some  parts  of  your  last  letter,  even  though  I  had  not 
been  predisposed  to  the  admissiqn  of  cheerful  idea$  hj 
the  beginning  of  it. 

l^y  the  last  [faragraph,  however^,  it  appears  that  you 
think  the  world  more  ready  tp  acknowledge  s^  mistake 
than  I  have  ever  found  it 

Mr.  Mordau|)t^s  attention  to  you,  from  the  time  he  re- 
turned from  his  brother^  was  remarked ;  his  lingering 
in  London,  instead  of  going  immediately  to  see  his  friend 
Sommers,  as  he  had  given  out,  was  laid  entirely  to  your 
ac(!|ount.  Oalumny  itself,  one  would  have  thought,  could 
not  directly  censure  your  going  to  Ashwood,  on  hearing 
of  Juliet'^s  illness.  It  was  soon  whispered,  however,  that 
Mr.  Mordaunt  would  set  out  after  you  ;  apd,  though  no- 
thing could  be  more  naturar  than  his  going  to  visit  his 
friend  Colonel  Sommers,  yet  it  was  asserted  that  he 
wciul^  not  have  left  I^ondon  \{  you  hai^  ^jr^mained  i^  it.   ^ 
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suppese  he  arrived  at  Ash  wood  fiooD  after  you  aeatyour 
last  letter  to  the  post-house. 

Wiiile  I  admire  that  glow  of  friendship  which^  in  dis« 
rqiard  of  all  engagements,  however  agreeable,  prompted 
you  to  hurry  to  your  friend's  bedside,  at  three  hundred 
miles  distance,  without  ^leep  ox  refreshment,  but  what 
you  took  in  the  chaise,  I  cannot  help  reminding  you, 
that  another  has  a  claim,  which  she  cannot  relinquish,  on 
that  friendship :  I  also  am  languishing  for  your  presence. 
It  is  very  long  since  I  had  the  happiness  of  seeing  you ; 
and,  since  Juliet  is  entirely  out  of  danger,  and  you  have 
so  completely  fulfilled  whatever  affection  could  require  to- 
wards your  ;yo«ng*  friend,  I  hope  you  will  now  take  leave 
of  her,  and  return  by  easy  stages  to  your  old  one. 

•Independent  of  the  pleasure  you  will  thereby  give  me 
and  the  marchioness,  who  is  here  at  present,  but  in  duly 
expectation  of  a  summons  to  join  her  husband,  your  leav- 
ing  Ashwobd  will  at  once  put  an  end  to  the  idle  rumours 
and  conjectures  that  have  .arisen  in  consequence  of  Mr. 
Mordauft^s  following  youi 

Notwithstanding  the  playful  arguments  of  your  last 
epistle,  your  own  serious  reflection  and  good  sense,  my 
dear,  must  suggest,  that  it  becomes  a  virtuous  young  wo> 
man,  to  avoid  giving  the  shadow  of  foundation  to  so  in« 
jurious  a  suspicion  a^  that  she  encourages  the  pursuits  of 
a  man  of  Mr.  Mordaunt's  principles :  I,  therefore,  say 
BO  more,  but  shall  expect  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  at 
the  Grove  before  the  end  of  next  week.  I  remain,  with 
the  warmest  affectbn,  your  fViend, 

D.  FRANKLIN. 


I  understand  that  a  new  source  of  vexation  has  arisen 
to  Lady  Deanport,  in  a  quarter  from  whence  she  little  ex- 
pected it  A  Miss  Almond,  who  was  much  with  her  la* 
dyship  when  ishe  went  to  Yorkshire,  was  lately  invited 
to  her  house  in  town.  To  console  himself  for  your  crueU 
ty,  Lord  Deanport  took  a  fancy  for  this  girl ;  the  effect 
vf  which  has  been,  that  Miss  Alinoad,  from  the  humblest 
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of  all  oonpanions,  and  modt  obseqaious  of  all  tod-eaten» 
began  to  behave  with  insolence  to  her  ladyship.  This,  it 
seems,  was  not  resented  by  my  lord  in  the  manner  ahe 
expected.  Miss  Almond  still  remains  in  the  family :  and 
my  lady  and  her  son  are  not  on  the  best  terms. 


LETTER  CL 
Daniel  Paocto&,  Esq.  to  Miss  Almond. 

DEAR  MISS  ALMOKD,  HewcastU^ 

X  DID  not  intend  to  address  you  until  I  should  arrive  at 
my  own^  house,  where  I  might  have  leisure  to  compose  a 
letter  with  all  the  deliberation  which  the  delicacy  of  the 
subject  requires ;  for,  I  must  confess,  my  dear  young  la- 
dy, that,  instead  of  praising,,  which  would  have  been 
more  agreeable  to  me,  I  am  under  the  necesnty  of  cen- 
suring your  conduct.  But,  having  been  detained  by  ne* 
cessary  business,  (for  nothing  but  necessary  business 
could  have  detained  me  so  long'  in  this  town),  I'began  to 
fear,  that  if  I  delayed  any  longer,  the  admcmition  which 
I  propose  to  give  you  mi^t  arrive  too  late ;  and,  in  that 
case,  what  I  intend  as  admonition  mi^t  appear  in  the 
light  of  reproach.  People  in  general  cannot  bear  to  have 
their  conduct  censured,  even  althougjb  the  censure  should 
be  designed  for  their  good;  but,  as  there  is  no  gene- 
ral  rule  without  exceptions,  I  hope  you  will  prove  your« 
self  to  be  one. 

Having  thus  endeavoured  to  render  what  might  be 
thought  bitter  in  this  letter  a  little  palatable,  just  as  phy- 
sicians  add  syrups  to  the  medicines  they  prescribe  to 
children,  I  shall  proceed  to  the  main  object  I  have  in 
view  in  writing  to  you.-— I  must  begin  by  informing  you, 
in  the  first  place,  that  I  was  sorry  that  my  good  friend, 
your  aunt,  consented  to  your  going  t9^  London  to  live 
with  a  lady  of  quality ;  because  it  is  an  old  observation, 
and  a  true  one,  that  young  women  are  prone  to  imitate 
the  manners  of  those  they  live  with ;  and  the  manners  of 
women  of  quality  and  high  birth  are  not  suitable  to  mo. 
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dest  yduiig  ^woanen  of  respectable  psrentage*  This  only 
applied  to  the  risk  you  rati  from  thd  contagion  of  Ladj 
Deanporf 6  example  and  that  of  her  acquaintance:  I  confess 
I  did  not  think  o(  her  son,  because  I  understood  that  he 
was  at  that  time  courting  Miss  .Moyston,  the  rich  heiress, 
and  therefore  imagined  he  would  be  too  much  occupied 
with  her  to  think  of  you.  But  I  have  since  learnt,  from 
a  oorreipondent  of  strict  veracity^  who  does  not  give  ere* 
dit  to  reports  lightly,  that  Miss  Moyston  refused  Lord 
Deanport,  and  married  another,  which  has  driven  Lord 
Deanport  to  desperation.  Since  which  he  frequents  your 
company  to  such  «  degree,  that  his  mother  is  offended, 
and  has  written  to  yoUr  aunt  to  de^re  you  to  return  to 
York,  which  you  have  refused.  My  correspondent  adds, 
that  you  sometimes  drive  about  in  my  lord^s  carriage; 
that  he  himself  saw  you  in  his  company  tft  the  play-house, 
richly  dressed,  and  with  a  miniature  picture,  set  in  dia* 
monds,  hanging  from  your  neck ;  that  your  whole  man* 
ner,  and  even  the  style  of  your  language,  is  quite  changed ; 
that,  instead  of  being  obsequious  and  obliging,  as  you 
were  formerly,  you  now  assume  a  proud  look  and  disdain« 
ful  air.  Those,  and  other  circumstances  that  I  omit, 
create  suspicion  that  he  wishes  to  rob  you  of  the  precious 
jewel  of  your  virgin  innocence  ;  after  which,  all  the  jewels 
he  can  decorate  you  with  will  be  badges  of  dishonour. 
O,  my  dear  Miss  Almond !  let  this  never  be  said  with 
truth  of  you.  Give  him  back  all  his  jewels,,  and  whatever 
present  beside  he  may  have  made  to  you ;  and  I  hereby  en. 
gage  to  advance  to  you  a  sum  of  money  equal  to  their  full 
value,  whatever  it  may  be.  If  I  had  time,  and  did  not 
wish  that  this  should  remain  unknown  to  every  one  but 
ourselves,  I  would  send  you  my  bond  to  that  purpose ; 
but  I  hope  you  will  think  my  word,  which,  I  thank  God, 
I  never  forfeited  hitherto,  and  I  am  now  sixty  years  of 
age,  is  every  bit  as  good. 

I  beg,  therefore,  that  you  will  da  as  I  have  requested ; 
and,,  also,  that  you  will  return  immediately  to  your  aunt, 
at  York ;  which,  I  hope,  will  put  an  end  to  the  unfavour. 
abte  rqniours  that  are  in  circulation  concerning  you.   Or^ 
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m  ease  it  sbouM  not  entirely  have  that  effect^  (for  k  must 
be  acknowledged  that  a  good  name  once  lost  is  not  easily  re* 
giuned),  still  it  would  shew  that,  although  you  have  been 
imprudent,  that  you  are  resolved  to  be  so  no  more. 
.  You  may,  perhaps,  imagine  that  I  give  you  this  ad- 
vice with  a  view  to  repeat  my  proposal  for  a  matrimonial 
union  between  you  and  me ;  but  I  think  it  fair  to  assure 
you  that  I  have  no  such  intention.  On  mature  and  ae-* 
nous  deliberation,  I  am  now  convinced  that  marriage  at 
my  age,  particularly  with  a<woman  at  yours,  would  not  be 
productive  of  all  the  happiness  to  either  party  that  is  to 
be  wished.  I  therefore  very  sincerely  pray,  that  you  may 
obtain  a  younger,  and,  every  thing  considered,  I  may  add— « 
a  better  husband  than  I  should  prove. 

I  have  been  lately  informed,  that  Mr.  Walker,  the  ha» 
^rdasher,  is  now  in  far  better  circumstances  than  when 
he  courted  you,  he  having  succeeded  to  his  uncle  the 
ironmonger's  fortune,  which  enables  him  to  retire  entirely 
from  trade,  and  live  like  a  gendeman  in  the  country ;  for 
which  purpose  he  has  purchased  four  acres  of  land»  ad^ 
vantageously  situated  on  the  great  London-road,  where 
he  intends  to  build  a  commodious  house,  as  soon  as  the 
ground  is  completdy  drained. 

The  person  who  gave  me  this  information  is  the  inti^ 
9iate  friend  of  Mr.  Walker ;  and  he  told  me,  over  and 
above,  that  that  gentleman,  viz.  Mr.  Walker,  who  is  un« 
doubtedly  a  gentleman  now,  is  as  fond  of  you  as  ever^ 
though  considerably  altered  in  some  other  respects,  par^ 
ticularly  since  he  was  an  officer  of  light  infantry  in  a  vo- 
lunteer company;  which,  however,  he  was  obliged  to 
quit,  because  the  largeness  of  the  hinder  and  lower  part 
of  his  person,  though  pretty  well  concealed  by  long 
clothes,  appeared  so  vast  in  his  short  military  jacket,  that 
it  excited  the  laughter  of  indiscreet  spectators,  and  dis^ 
gusted  him  with  the  service.  However,  instead  of  a  white 
periwig,  with  two  regular  raws  of  large  curls,  be  now 
wears  a  little  smart  dark  scratch  ;  and  blue  pantaloona 
instead  of  breeches,  and  halfl-boots  instead  of  shoes,  when 
^fs  is  In  full  dress.    My  friend  also  assures  me,  tbat,^ 
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though  this  may  in  {)art  proceed  from  some  remains  of  his 
military  spirit,  yet,  he  is  persuaded,  it  is  chiefly  with  • 
view  to  gratify  you,  as  he  is  informed  it  is  the  present 
London  mode  of  dress,  which  he  knows  was  always  ap* 
proved  of  by  you  s  for,  notwithstanding  the  harsh  maimer 
in  which  you  rejected  him  formerly,  he  is  determined  to 
renew Jfiis  suit  as  soon  as  you  return  to  York,  in  the  hopes 
that  this  great  additioq  to  his  fortune  will  render  yo« 
more  favourably  disposed  than  formerly.  I  judged  it 
proper  to  acquaint  you  with  this,  that  you  might  be  pre* 
pared  to  act  as  your  understanding  may  dictate ;  and,  as 
Mr.  Walker  is  on  the  whole  a  well-disposed  man,  not 
above  five  or  six  and  forty  years  of  age,  and  will  now  be 
^ble  to  live  in  a  genteel  manner,  according  to  your  taste, 
I  hope  that  you  will  find  his  proposals  agreeable ;— -whidi 
hope,  I  do  assure  you,  my  dear  young  lady,  is  more 
owing  to  the  interest  I  take  in  your  happiness  than  fais» 
At  all  events,  I  earnestly  entreat  that  you  will  send  Loid 
Deanport  back  every  present  he  has  ever  made  you,  and 
set  out  directly  after  to  your  afflicted  aunt.  As  soon  as  yoa 
3hall  have  arrived  there,  let  me  know,  and  I  will  endea* 
vour  to  wait  on  you  at  York ;  or,  if  I  am  prevented, 
send  you  a  draught  for  the  money.  I  am,  dear  Miss  AU 
mond,  ^our  constant  well-iyisher  and  humble  servant, 

PANIEL  PUPCTOa, 


JFrom  Miss  AiiMpNO  to  Paniel  raoCTOR,  Esq. 

SIR,  Lomimu 

^^.THOUGB  I  have  received  a  great  many  epistolary  let- 
ters from  gentlemen  during  the  short  time  I  have  hither^ 
to  been  in  this  world,  yet  I  cannot  but  observe,  that  I 
have  the  honour  to  acknowledge,  that  that  which  my 
footman  has  just  delivered  to  me  from  you  is  the  most 
extraordinary,  or,  I  may  presume  to  add,  the  most  uHt 
precedentef},  I  ev^r  $aw  in  the  whole  Qoqrse  of  my  exUt? 
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You  really  seem  to  be  what  Mr.  Townly  calls  nisti* 
cated ;  which,  perhaps,  may  be  imputed  to  your  living 
continually  in  the  country:  but  that  is  no  reason  for 
your  not  writing  with  common  politeness,  which,  as  I 
heard  Lady  Varnish  observe,  is  one  of  those  things  which 
render. the  intercourse  between  the  sexes  in  society  so 
agreeable ;  and  the  want  of  which  may  make  all  your 
great  loyalty  to  his  majesty  very  much  to  be  doubted ; 
for,  in  a  book  upon  polite  conversation,  by  Mr.  Simon 
Wagstaff,  Esq*  which  I  was  reading  when  the  French 
frUeur  was  dressing  my  hair,  I  find  these  lines, 

<  Who  in  his  talk  c&n*t  speak  a  polite  thing. 
Win  never  loyal  be  to  Geoi^^  our  king.* 

I  recommend  the  perusal  of  that  book  to  you,  Mr, 
Proctor,  on  purpose  to  purify  a  little  your  style  of  lan- 
guage, particularly  when  you  write  to  the  fair  sex ;  that 
you  may  never  again  mention  a  certain  article  of  men^s 
dress  by  a  name  which  obliges  a  woman  of  true  politeness 
and  fashion  to  blush  ;  especially  as  you  cannot  but  know 
that  the  very  article  I  mean  goes  by  the  name  of  smalU 
dothes  as  well  as  breeches.  But,  whether  you  take  my 
counsel  in  this  or  not,  allow  me  to  tell  you,  sir,  that  you 
have  no  right  to  employ  a  spy  on  my  conduct,  in  a  sphere 
of  life  of  which  neither  you,  nor  your  vulgar  narrow^ 
minded  correspondents,  are  proper  judges  of.  It  is  very 
true,  sir,  that  I  have  a  friendship  for  my  Lord  Deanport, 
because  of  his  noble  birth,  as  well  as  his  other  accom- 
plishments; and  if  he  has  the  same  delicate  sincere 
friendship  for  me,  which  he  swears  he  has,  and  that  it 
will  be  eternal,  what  right  have  you,  or  any  one  else,  to 
find  the  least  fault  with  it  ? 

You  seem  to  have  no  notion  of  pure  refined  friendship 
between  man  and  woman,  Mn  Proctor,  which  makes  you 
write  as  you  do,  of  his  robbing  me  of  my  precious  jewel 
and  virgin  innocence,  and  such  hke  vulgar  stuff  as  never 
once  entered  my  head  :  and  it  is  quite  monstrous  that  it 
should  enter  yours,  at  an  age  when,  by  your  own  confes* 
•ion,  in  your  indecent  letter  so  me,  you  are  unfit  for  mar- 
riage. 
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You  might,  have  spared  yourself  the  trouble  of  inform* 
ing  me  that  you  did  not  intend  to  renew  your  odious  pro« 
posals,  as  you  might  well  imagine  I  should  now  reject 
them  with  more  disdain  than  ever ;  but  I  must  confess 
that  I  admire  your  assurance  in  mentioning  to  me  the 
name  of  Walker  the  haberdasher ;  as  if  I  could  be  tempt* 
ed  by  his  pitiful  fortune  and  new  house,  to  leave  the  first- 
rate  society  of  men  of  high  rank,  which  sometimes  dines 
with  my  lord,  and  of  ladies,  which  visits  me,  and  which 
dresses  as  genteel  as  any  in  the  capital,  to  pass  my  life  in 
the  marshes  of  Yorkshire,  with  such  vermin  as  Walker, 
and  his  friends  the  dissenters. 

As  for  Lady  Deanporf  s  being  ofiended,  that  gives  me 
little  concern;  perhaps  she  may  have  reason  to  repent 
the  aits  she  has  given  herself,  and  that  she  has  made  an 
enemy  of  one  who  was  disposed  to  be  her  friend  and  bene- 
factor. She  ought  to  remember  that  she  was  no  better 
than  a  plain  miss,  as  well  as  myself,  when  the  late  Lord 
Deanport  married  her ;  but  of  that  I  choose  to  be  silent 
at  present :  only,  before  I  conclude,  I  must  infcMrm  you, 
that  I  desire  no  more  of  your  admonitions,  which,  in  spite 
of  all  the  sugar  you  have  put  into  them,  I  found  so  nau- 
seous, that  I  threw  them  into  the  only  place  fit  for  them. 
If  I  had  shown  your. letter  to  my  Lord  Deanport,  he 
would,  perhaps,  have  given  you  a  lesson  tlmt  would  have 
made  you  write  with  proper  respect  of  your  superiors, 
and  taught  you,  old  as  you  are,  better  manners  in  future. 
—•No  more  at  present,  being,  sir,  yours,  &c. 

MAAGARET  ALMOKi>. 


LETTER  CIIL 

Miss  HoEATiA  Clifford  to  Lady  Diaxa  Fraxklin. 

Ashtvood* 

Juliet  guns  strength  ey&ry  minute ;  she  sits  up  several 
hcMirs  daily.  Her  recovery  has  filled  this  whole  family 
with  happiness,  and  diffused  joy  over  a  populous  neigh- 
bourhood.   The  arrival  of  Mr.^  Mordaunt  communicated 
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additional  satisfaction  to  Colonel  Somtiiers*  |  was  pre« 
aent  at  their  first  meeting.  I  never  beheld  moi^  genuine 
marks  of  delight  than  both  mUnifested.  It  wa3  not 
thought  propet  that  he  should  be  presented  to  Juliet  till 
the  next  day.  She  afterwards  told  me^  <  that,  pr^par^ 
as  she  was  to  see  a  man  eminently  agreeable,  the  enga- 
ging ease  and  elegance  of  M^.  Mordaunt^s  manners  and 
appearance  had  exce^ed  her  expectation.  Of  the  praised 
which  she  was  accustomed  to  hear  her  husband  bestow  on 
him,  she  bad  imputed  a  greater  share  to  the  partiality  of 
fttendsfaip  thiin  she  now  thought  justly  belonged  to  it** 

It  is  not  difficult  to  perceive,  my  dear  Lady  Diana,  that 
this  gentleman  gives  yon  some  uneasiness  on  my  account. 
Notwithstanding  your  desire  of  seeing  the  marchioness, 
and  entertaining  her  at  the  Grove,  before  she  leaves  Eng- 
land, I  greatly  suspect  that  you  would  not  have  left  Mrs. 
Denham  until  she  was  fully  recovered,  had  it  not  been  for 
that  reason. 

Though  r  do  not  think  your  apprehensions  well  founcf- 
ed,  I  hate  the  warmest  sense  of  obligation  to  you  for  the 
matetnal  attachment  from  which  they  originate. 

Your  earnestness  for  my  immediate  return  to  town  I 
helieve  to  be,  in  a  great  measure,  derived  from  the  same 
source ;  though,  to  spare  my  self-love,  you  impute  your 
anxiety  to  the  malevolent  constructions  of  the  world,  ra- 
ther than  to  your  fear  of  any  weakness  on  my  part.  Yet 
I  remember  having  heard  you  observe,  that  those  who 
expect  to  escape  free  from  the  idle  and  malicious  rumours 
that  busy  and  envious  people  are  continually  circulating, 
will,  in  all  proba'bility,  be  disappointed.  But  still  you 
say  it  is  proper,  particularly  for  young  women,  to  avoid 
whatever  may  be  considered  as-  a  plalisible  foundation  for 
malice  to  build  upon.  Without  making  myself  an  abso* 
lute  slave,  by  unceasing  circumspection  where  I  appre- 
hend no  danger,  I  have  observed  your  maxim,  and  been 
at  pains  to  avoid  what  malice  could  plausibly  build  a  scan- 
dalous story  upon.  What  has  tiie  pains  I  took  for  this 
purpose  availed  P-'^Notl^ing.  Malice  requires  no  plausi- 
bie  or  sdid  pretext  to  build  on ;  she  rears  her  fabrics  on 
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%hiid0lrs  light  as  air.  Mr.  M<>rdaunt  {Miys  a  \\sk  to  hi^ . 
most  intimate  friend  a  little  after  I  went  to  comfort  mint 
in  her  illness.  Is  there  any  plausible  foundation  for  ma^ 
lice  here?  What  says  malice P  Why,  that  under  the  pre^ 
text  of  visiting  a  fbmale  Iriend,  I  have  given  a  rendezvouit 
to  a  mair.*^Ootild  I  foresee  a  construction  of  this  nature  ? 
Even  if  I  had  foreseen  it,  it  would  not  have  prevented 
my  visit  to  Juliet. 

You  say  my  leaving  Ashwood  immediately,  and  teturn^ 
ing  to  London,  would  put  an  end  to  all  the  rumouts  and 
conjeCttires  to  which  Mordaunt^s  following  me  has  given 
rise :  but,  if  an  end  were  put  to  them ^  would  not  new  ru-> 
mours  be  instantly  circulated,  of  perhaps  a  more  itiatignant 
import,'  with  the  same  assiduity,  tt  may  be  fMrudent,  for 
«oght  I  know,  not  to  put  an  end  to  the  circulation  of  those 
rumours,  on  the  same  principle  (as  we  are  mformed  by 
Plutarch)  that  Alcibiades  cut  off  his  dog^s  tail : — better 
they  should  assert,  that  Mr.  Mordaqnt  followed  me,  than 
that  I  followed  him. 

Can  you  really  advise  me,  tny  bdoved  friend,  to  dis^. 
turb  all  the  repose  of  my  life  by  a  tain  struggle  to  stem 
the  overflowings  of  malice,  which  has  flawed,  and  will 
flow,  through  the  revolutions  of  ages.  A  woman,  con^ 
seious  of  her  own  virtue,  has  a  right  to  despise  the  forced 
and  malignant  constructions  of  the  world ; — ^as  they  t^ai- 
not  suHy  the  purity  of  her  intentions,  she  ought  not  to 
allow  them  to  annoy  the  tranquillity  of  her  mind.    - 

However  obstinate  I  have  sometimes  been  in  adhering 
to  my  own  opinions,  and  endeavoxfring  to  support  them  in 
the  best  manner  I  could  by  serious,  or,  if  these  were  want- 
ing, by  playful  arguments,  yet  I  have  always  etvtertained 
a  much  higher  respect  for  yours  $  and  I  am  sensible,  that 
when  X  have  acted  on  my  own,  in  preferente  to  yours,  I 
have  oflen  had  reason  to  repent  it-*— Yet  I  cannot  help 
thinkings  that  the  ill  opinion  you  have  received  of  Mr. 
Mordaunt  proceeds,  in  a  great  measure,  from  misrepre^ 
sentation.  When  I  informed  you  that  this  gentlemen^s 
appearance  had  confirmed  the  favourable  notion,  that  Ju« 
liet^  whose  account  came  fr^m  her  husband>  bad  previouts- 
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Ij  giv^B  me  of  him,  I  cwld  not  help  wUbipg  }raii  were 
with,  us  at  Aahwood ;  beoaiise  I  thou^t  the  msm  beha- 
viour which  GonfixBied  my  imiMremoQ  would  remove  yours: 
besides,  I  know  thftt  you  entertain  the  highest  opnion  ct 
Colonel  Sommers.  Can  you  believe,  my  dear  Lady  Di- 
ana, that  a  person  of  his  discernment  and  hoaoiwrable 
principles  would  choose  a  man  of  a  directly  opposite  <^a-^ 
racter  for  his  most  intimate  and  confidential  friend?  To 
me  this  seems  impossible. 

I  suspect  that  you  have  seen  little  of  Mr*  Mordaunt, 
»cept  in  pretty  numerous  companies :  there,  indeed,  hie 
aofe  object  seemed  to  b^  to  inspire  gaiety,  and  rouse  tlie 
q^irit  of  mirth. 

I  remarked  this  as  often  as  I  saw  him  in  large  a^d  mixed 
Gompaqies,  at  my  uncle's,  and  other  houses  in  I^ondon ; 
and,  had  you  yourself  been  present  on  those  occasions, 
my  dear  liady  Diana,  you  would  have  s^n  that  there  was 
no  room  for  serious  discourse;  and  that  those  who  at> 
tempted  to  introduce  any  thing  of  that  nature  were  ocm- 
sdered  in  the  same  light  with  Mr.  Proser,  of  whom  I 
formerly  gave  you  some  account. 

But  here  it  has  been  otherwise  i  fi)r,  though  JuIiet^s 
recovery  removed  those  painful  forebodings  that  harassed 
our  minds  before,  still  a  darkish  cloud  hung  over  our 
hearts,  which,  without  producing  what  could  be  called 
sorrow,  refused  admission  to  mirth :  there  was  no  other 
company  besides  Mr.  Proctor,  a  very  respectable  clergy- 
man, of  ^hom  the  colonel  has  a  high  esteem,  Mr-  Mor- 
daunt,  and  myself.  All  of  us  took  a  warm  interest  in 
Juliet.  It  is  impossible  for  human  creatures,  however 
unconnected  before,  to  harbour  the  same  fears  and  wish- 
es for  any  length  of  time,  and  have  opportunities  of  OMai- 
municating  them»  without  acquiring  sentiments  of  good- 
will and  friendship  towards  each  other*  Such  communi- 
cations augment  joy,  and  alleviate  grief;  of  course,  they 
create  friendship. 

The  conversation  sinc^  I  have  been  at  Ashwood»  there- 
fore, has  been  of  a  graver  cast  than  any  in  which  I  ever 
before  heard  Mr.  Mordaunt  engaged ;  and  sometimes  it 
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led  to  dUcossibiis  which  you  would  think  little  to  his:  t4»te» 
ftnd  to  subject  With  which  he  might  be  supposed  unio- 
quainted :— on  these^  however,  he  delivered  his  6entiBieiM» 
in  a  style  and  manner  which  delighted  his  friend  the  co- 
lonely  drew  the  admiraUon  of  the  elergjman^  who,  I  am 
convinced,  is  a  man  of  taste  as  well  as  learning,  and  woald, 
as  I  am  firmly  persuaded,  have  gained  your  approbation, 
my  dear  Lady  Diana,  had  you  been  present. 

But  I  begin  to  dread  that  my  dwelling  so  long  on  thil^ 
subject  will  increase  your  notion  of  my  partiality :  though 
surely  a  desire  of  doing  bare  justice  to  any  person  is  no 
f^oof  o(  partiality.  I  never  saw  you  yourself,  my  dear 
madam,  more  warm  than  when  you  have  stood  up  for  those 
whose  characters  were  calumniated  or  misrepresented  in 
your  presence.  In  other  respects,  the  person  in  question, 
on  the  present  occasion,  is  nothing  to  me,—- &rther,  indeed, 
than  as  the  most  intimate  and  most  esteemed  friend  o£  my 
dear  Juliet's  husband,  and  a  gentleman  whose  oonversiUion 
I  think  a^eeable. 

When  I  hinted  my  design  to  leave  Ashwood  at  the  end 
of  this  week,  which  you  seem  to  expect,  the  colonel  ex- 
pressed much  surprise )  said  he  was  certain  it  would  af- 
flict Juliet  to  a  degree  that  might  retard  her  recovery^ 
and  pressed  me  so  earnestly  to  postpone  my  intenticm^ 
that  I  have  consented  to  stay  beyond  the  time  you  mm- 
tioned.  Tou  will  let  the  marchioness  know  as  much; 
and  you  may  rely  on  it,  that  I  will  leave  this  place  as  soon 
as  I  can  with  propriety.  I  remain,  my  dear  Lady  Diana, 
with  the  most  affectionate  esteem,  yours, 

H.  CLIFFORD. 

p.  S.  Before  I  sealed  this,  your  second  from  the  Grove 
arrived.  You  persist  in  requiring  me  to  leave  this  place. 
I  believe  what  I  have  said  above  will  not  alter  your  opi- 
nion. Without  waiting  for  another,  letter,  therrfore^  I 
shall  set  out  so  as  to  be  wsdi  you  at  the  time  you  exact. 
I  have  already  informed  Colonel  Sommers  of  my  detexv- 
mination.    He  could  not  but  be  surprised ;  but,  peveeivr 

VOtr.  Vllr  S  K  . 
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ing  that  I  wfts  resotved,  he  refrained  from  urging  iny  sta^ 
in  direct  terms.  He  begged,  however,  to  knoiT  wluit  tlve 
]M:esubg  business  was  which  called  me  so  suddenly  from 
ray  ftiend.  In  that  you  know,  my  dear. madam,  it  wais 
jiiotin  my  power  to  satisfy  him:  I  only  answered  that  the 
.business,  was  indiapemabte^ 

'  To  accommodate  my  conduct  k>  your  ideas,  though  I 
myself  may  see  no  urgent  necessity  for  what  is  insisted  od^ 
I  ooAsider  as  my  duty.— A  few  months  before  my  father'^s 
death,  he  pointed  out  a  variety  of  situations  wherein  rea- 
son might  prompt  one  line  of  conduct,  and  inclination  ano- 
ther. I  said,  ^  I  was  determined  to  follow  the  dictates  of 
my  reason,  such  as  it  .was,  in  all  doubtful  cases/ — <  Youi 
:had  better/  said  he,  <  follow  the  advice  of  your  mother's 
.beloved  friend.  Lady  Diana/—*  WhatT  replied  I, 
,«  though-contrary  to  my  reason.*— *  Yes,  my  dear,'  re- 
joined he ;  *  because^  at  your  age,  it  is  not  uncommon  to 
mistake  inclination  for  reason,  and  to  be  misled  by  the 
former,  when  we  think  we  are  under  the  guidance  of  the 
latter.  Lady  Diatia  falts  into  this  mistake  seldomer  than 
any  woman  I  know/ 

While  I  recollect  these  ^^rds^  my  dear  madam,  I  n&. 
ver  will  put  my  own  notions  of  propriety  in  opposition  to 
,yours^  Though^  I  oonfess,  if  you  had  not  expressed  a  dif- 
ferent opinion,  I  should  not  have,  discovered  any  impto<> 
priety  in  ray  remaining  at  Aabwood  until  my  friend  had 
entirely  recovered. 


LETTER  CIV. 

Mrs.  Demure  to  the  Countess  o/^Deanport. 

MY  DEAR  COUNTESS,      .  Londotu 

JL  HAVE  a  becoming  sense  t>f  your  kind  attention,  in  send- 
ing me  the  news  ih^town  when  I  was  last  in  the. country  ; 
•particularly  in  giving  me  the  earliest  intelligence  of  Miss 
-Clifford's  elopement, — which,  ihough  it  proved  to  be  false, 
aiforded  as  much  amusement  to  her  ladyship,  and  the 
company  with  whom  I  then  was,  as  if  it  had  been  true. 
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Ydbr  old  housekeeper  has  been  with  me  thi^  morning^^ 
to  inform  me,  that,  a  few  hours  after  your  ladyship  .lefl 
town.  Lord  Deanport  carried  Miss  Almond  out  in  his  car- 
riage— ^her  sudden  illness  having  been  affected,  to  prevent 
her  accompanying  you  to  Oxfordshire.  She  said  €he  sus- 
pected this  at  the  time,  as  Miss  Almond  and  my  lorded 
valet  had  been  making  preparationa  for  a  journey ;  but 
she  had  concealed  it  from  you^  because  your  ladyship  had 
ordered  her  never  to  inform  you  of  any  thing  that  would 
give  you  uneasiness.  She  was  afraid  you  would  hear  of  this 
journey,  in  spite  of  all  her  precaution,  because  Lady 
Mango,  as  she  returned  to  town,  met  my  lord  and  Miss  Al- 
mond on  the  road  to  Portsmouth ;  and  by  her  ladyship^s 
indefatigable  activity,  in  driving  about  since  her  arrival, 
it  is  now  spread  all  over  the  town  that  they  are  to  embark 
directly  for  Hamburg. 

I  thought  it  my  duty  to  inform  you  of  this^  lest  it 
should  come  misrepresented  to  your  ladyship^s  ears  :-~I 
am  not  of  the  prevailing  opinion,  that  Miss  Almond  will 
be  able  to  wheedle  his  lordship  into  a  marriage;  for 
though  he  seems  distractedly  fond  of  her,  and  she  cer*' 
tainly  has  infinitely  too  much  influence  with  him,  yet  it 
is  to  be  hoped  that  prudence,  good  sense,  and  reflection, 
though  uncommon  at  bis  years,  will  prevent  him  from  a 
step  so  disgraceful ;  especially  as  there  is  no  reason  to 
think  that  uny  friend  or  companion  of  his  lordship  acts  in 
concert  with  the  damsdy  and  has  an  interest  in  persuading 
him  to  such  a  measure.  From  your  ladysfaip^s  having  eho- 
sen  Miss  Almond  as  a  companion,  I  never  doubted  her  be- 
ing a  young  woinan  of  talents ;  but  I  should  be  extremely  . 
sorry,  on  my  lord's  account,  to. think  that  she  was  mistress 
of  all  the  cunning  and  address  that  I  have  heard  imputed 
to  her.  At  all  events,  I  thought  the  sooner  you  knew  what 
has  happened  the  better,  that  you  may  not  be  too  late  in 
adopting  whatever  measures  your  wisdom  may  suggest. 

I  remain,  with  the  most  sincere  and  respectful  friend- 
ship,  your  ladyship^s  most  obedient  servant, 

ANGELINA  CELESTINA  DEMURE* 
It  K^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


LETTER  CV. 
The  C0UNTS8S  of  Deanport  to  Mrs.  Damure* 

MY  DEAR  MADAM,  Tunbridge. 

I  rstvrh  you  thanks  Ar  the  friendly  letter  you  address^ 
to  me  when  I  was  in  Oxfordshire.  The  affinr  you  conv* 
municated  gave  me  more  uneasiness  on  the  girl  Almond^a 
account  than  on  my  son^s.  With  regard  to  htm,  it  will 
be  considered  merely  as  a  piece  o(  levity  natural  to  youth ; 
but  to  her  the  consequenoe  will  be  more  serious,  because 
she  has  not  the  address  of  those  women  who  keep  their 
intrigues  concealed  irom  public  observation,  nor  the  au* 
dacity  of  those  who,  in  defiance  of  the  public  impression^ 
and  of  their  own  consciousness,  give  themselves  the  aira 
of  prudery  and  innocence. 

I  am  of  your  opinion,  that  there  is  no  danger  of  Lord 
Deanport  being  wheedled  into  marriage  by  Miss  Almond, 
because  I  know,  and  this  assurance  will  afPord  you,  ray 
dear  Angelina  Celestina  Grizsel,  peculiar  satisfaction-* 
I  know  that  he  has  had  the  prudence  to  elude  the  snarea 
of  women  more  mature,  and  more  exercised  in  the  arta  oi 
seduction,  than  that  poor  girl  can  be. 

On  my  return  to  town,  among  other  papers  which  my 
son,  from  his  usual  carelessness,  left  in  his  apartment,  I 
found  a  letter  frimi  Mr.  Clifibrd.  I  iear  it  has  been  peN 
need  by  some  of  the  servants ;  but,  to  prevent  the  same 
from  happening  again,  I  now  inclose  it.  I  intended  to 
have  had  the  pleasure  of  waiting  on  you  before  I  went  to 
Tunhidge ;  but  the  party  with  which  I  go  hurry  me 
without  merey ;  and  so,  my  dear  friend,  I  must  bid  joa 
adieu. 

S.  nfiANFQRT* 
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LETTER  CVI. 
WfLLiAM  Clifford^  Esq.  to  the  Eari*  o/'Deanfort. 

MT  DEAR  tOED,  Cliffbri^Houie. 

J3.S  yqu  repeat  id  your  )a$t  WUer,  the  wish  you  formerly 
expressed  to  see  me  in  town,  I  tin  sorry  I  cannot  imme- 
idiately  comply  with  a  request  which  does  me  honour. 

I  will  however  frankly  acknowledge,  that  your  lordship 
fOHijfiotures  riglU,  in  thinking  that  I  am  detained  her^  by 
the  charms  of  a  woman  whom  I  cftnnot  prevail  on  to  ac- 
company me  to  London  ;  though,  in  ray  present  humour, 
I  think  I  should  be  happy  to  accompany  her  any  where, 
except,  perhaps,  to  Gretna-green.  What  you  will  think 
more  extraordinary  is,  that  she  ia  sot  a  new  acquaintance, 
but  one  that  I  have  long  known,  and  for  whom  I  always 
had  a  partiality,  though  she  never  appeared  so  bewitch* 
ingly  o^eeable,  in  all  respectt,  as  since  I  last  ^ame  to 
Northumberland.  Mordaunt  is  with  his  friend.  Colonel 
Sommers,  at  Ashwood.  Though  I  am  not  particularly 
fond  of  that  genlleman^s  company,  I  should  not  like  to 
leave  the  country  while  such  a  marauder  remains  in  it :— • 
yet,  I  think|  he  will  hardly  venture  to  plunder  any  of  vay 
property. 

I  have  another  reason,  which,  independent  of  those  J 
have  mentioned,  would  of  itself  be  sufficient  to  prevent 
me  from  going  to  London  at  present-^Mrs.  Demure  is 
there,  I  once  had  a  fancy  for  that  woman  :  she  was  other* 
wise  engaged  at  that  time ;  and  she  thought  proper,  though* 
I  understand  it  has  not  always  been  her  pmctice,  to  throw 
cold  water  on  my  flame* 

On  my  last  return  from  the  continent,  I  found  her  in  a 
much  more  favourable  disposition :  but  my  fancy  had 
changed  as  well  as  hers.  As  she  had  warmed,  I  had  oooU 
ed ;  not  so  completely,  however^  as  to  render  me  quite 
indifferent  to  her  advances;  but,  as  the  enthusiasm  of 
the  business  was  gone,  I  became  fatigued  with  the  atten- 
tions tlie  lady  required ;  and,  after  promising  to  return 
aoon^  I  fled  to  Nortbumberland>  where  I  have  met  with 
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a  young  lady  of  a  very  different  description^  bloomings 
modest,  ui^aiFected,  and  unsophisticated  in  all  respects. 
How  the  business  between  her  and  me  will  end  I  know 
not :  but  I  confess  that,  independent  of  her  attractions, 
I  should  be  unwilling  to  return  at  present  to  London,  and 
be  exposed  to  the  same  kind  of  persecution  your  lordship 
observed  when  I  was  last  there. 

You  will  be  the  more  disposed  to  sympathise  with  me, 
as  I  have  heard  that  the  widow,  at  one  period,  manifest- 
ed a  veUette  for  your  lordship.  I  remain  your  lordship^s 
very  obedient  humble  servant^ 

WILLIAM  CLIFFORPt 


LETTEE  CVII. 

Miss  Clifford  to  Lady  Diana  Feanklix. 

/        •■.••.. 

MY  DEAE  LADY  DIANA,  A^voetL 

J^FTER  receiving  my  last,  you  could  have  no  doubt  of 
my  intention  to  leave  this  place.  I  am  going  to  relate 
what  has  prevented  me. 

You  know  my  affection  for  Mary  Proctor  :  she  was  my 
earliest  playfellow  ;  is  one  of  the  sweetest-tempered  and 
most  disinterested  girls  alive.  Her  chief  pleasure  always 
was  to  oblige*  She  preferred  mycompany  to  that  of  her 
nearest  relations:  her  confidence  in  me  was  unbounded. 
Her  father  is  one  of  the  most  upright  men  in  the  world : 
]iie  has  peculiarities  that  expose  him  sometimes  to  ridi- 
cule ;  but  his  benevolence  secures  him  the  esteem  of  every 
jperson  of  worth. 

On  the  evening  of  the  day  on  which  I  last  wrote  to 
you,  Miss  Proctor,  saying  she  intended  to  write  to  her  fa- 
ther, retired,  after  tea,  to  her  room.  Colonel  Sommers 
and  Mr.  Mordaunt  were  engaged  at  chess.  Instead  of 
my  usual  walk  in  the  venerable  front*avenue,  I  sauntered 
alone  all  the  way  to  die  water-fall,  and  was  returning  by 
the  Yew  Grove,  when  I  saw  a  man  issue  from  it,  and  de- 
liver a  letter  to  a  woman  who  advanced  from  the  back- 
iboT  of  the  garden,     She  evidently  came  in  expectatioii 
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bf  the  letter.  Tfaoiigh  it  began  to  b^  duakish,  I  recog- 
nised the  man  to  be  my  brother^s  French  servant  The 
woman,  having  received  the  letter,  was  returning  by  the 
way  she  came ;  when,  perceiving,  one  of  the  under-gar^ 
deners  standing  at  the  gate,  she  Jturned  s^uddenly  to  th« 
left,  and  met  me,  whom  she  had  not  before  remarked* 
You  will  judge  of  my  surprise  when  I  name  Miss  Proc- 
tor.—-At  sight  of  me  she  started,  and  betrayed  great  con- 
fusion. We  returned  to  the  house  together  without  ut- 
tering a  word.  She  stopped  a  httle  at  the  door  of  her  a- 
partment,  as  if  she  meant  that  I  should  pass  to  ipy  own ; 
but  I  entered  hei9»      .... 

That  I  might  let  her  know  the  full  extent  of  what  I 
had  observed,  and  save  h^rithe  mor^igcation  of  attempt- 
ing  fruitless  misrepresentation,  I  s|iid>— '  Was  not  that 
my  brother's  servant,  my  d^ar  f* 

f  whor 

♦  ^he  person  who  gave  you  the  letter.* 

«  If  it  was— there  is  no  harm,  I  presume,  in  i^ceiving 
a  letter  from  your,  brother.' 

^  I  hope  not— yet  the  man  seemed  to  have  some  nptioa 
of  that  kind  ;  for  he  quickly  nmde  his  escape^  as  if  he 
had  been  ooascioUB  of  having  done  wrong.'  . 
:    To  this  she  said  nothing. — I  resumed— 

f  You  never  told  me,  my  dear  Mdry,  that  you  were 
carrying  on  a  correspondence  with  my  brother.' 

<  You  have  bad  a  jmisunderstanding  with  your  bro« 
tber,''  replied  she. 

.  ^  That  does  not  render  me  the  less  your  ^iend :  but 
perhaps  your  father  is  acquainted  with  it.' 

She  blushed ;  but  made  no  answer. 
.    <  My  dear  Mary,'  resumed  I,  '  you  cannot  think  it 
right,  surely,  to  receive  letters  from  any  man,  without  ac- 
quainting your  father.' 

*  You  know,  very  well,  that  he  is  prejudiced  against 
your  brother.' 

^  Is  it  right  in  a  daughter  to  carry  on  a  secret  correspond- 
ence with  a  man  against  whom  her  father  is  preju- 
diced ?^ 
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<  Your  Inother  is  generdl  j  thought  a  iawoL  oi  honaur.^ 

^  Perhaps  ao,  my  dear :  yet  a  oorrespandence  with  him 
may  injcnre  the  character  of  a  woman  of  honoury  particu* 
krly  when  carried  on  without  the  knowledge  of  her  tktbeat 
A-^nd  so  good,  so  affectionate  a  father  as  jou  are  bieased 
with; 

She  burst  into  tears.  On  which,  taking  her  by  the 
hand,  I  put  her  in  mind  of  oor  long  friendship,  said 
every  thing  which  I  imagined  could  sooth  her,  and  rq;ain 
her  confidence,  assuring  her  that  I  was  not  prompted  by 
idle  or  officious  curiosity,  but  the  purest  good-will,  ia 
wishing  to  know  the  nature  of  her  correqx>ndence  with 
my  brother. 

She  threw  her  arms  around  my  neck,  and  said,  that 
*  she  knew  her  fkther  had  been  emended  with  my  bvetfaer^ 
and,  though  they  had  been  on  better  terms  of  late,  yet 
she  had  been  afraid  to  give  him  the  least  hint  of  her  hav- 
ing this  correspondence :  but  she  blamed  herself  more  in 
concealing  it  from  me  :^— now  she  would  inform  me  of 
every  thing.^  .  She  proceeded,  in  broken  acGents,"-*^  You 
must  have  observed,  my  dear  Horatia,  the  great  regard 
I  have  long  had  for  your  brotlver ;  you  may  remendber 
the  early  partiality  he  showed  for  me,  when  we  were  both' 
children.  He  went  abroad,  and,  as  I  dreaded,  forgot 
me.  My  regard  for  him  had  taken  deeper  root ;  all  iny 
endeavours  to  efface  it  were  vain  :  my  fancy  followed  him 
wherever  be  went.  I  felt  an  interest,  unknown  before, 
in  the  countries  where  he  resided.  What  knowledge  I 
have  acquired  respecting  France,  Switzerland,  Germany, 
and  Italy,  proceeds  from  the  inquiries  I  made^  and  the 
books  I  read,  relative  to  those  countries,  while  your  bro. 
ther  was  in  them.  My  father  was  flattered  with  my  assi- 
duity, and  with  the  progress  I  made  in  a  species  of  know- 
ledge for  which  he  had  often  lamented  I  bad  so  little 
taste.  He  little  suspected  that  both  were  excited  by  the 
interest  I  took  in  a  person  of  whom  he  was  daily  express- 
ing an  ill  opinion.  Indeed,  my  father's  prejudice  had  an 
effect  directly  contrary  to  what  he  intended.  I  did  not 
believe  what  was  often  repeated  in  my  hearing,  to  your 
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b<t>tfi0r*s  diMdvantage.  Fitidmg  that  mme  things  trera 
exaggerated)  I  concluded  that  all  were  false :  and  what* 
^ver  was  said  in  his  praitie^-— and  you  know  that  much 
may  be  said  in  his  praise, — ^I  believed  to  be  true.  When 
he  last  returned  to  England,  and  came  to  visit  this  fami- 
ly, I  dare  say  he  discovered  the  state  of  my  heart.  His 
visits  were  frequent,— *he  sought  occasions  of  seeing  me 
ftlone,— h(p  spok9  the  language  of  love,iN^he  declared  that 
he  had  always  loved  me,  When  Mrs.  Sommers  was  tak* 
en  ill  he  was  more  assiduous  than  before  s  bat  my  concern 
for  her,  and  the  fear  of  losing  her  for  ever,  made  me  listt 
en  with  less  attention  to  his^  declaratibns,  and  often  tq 
decline  the  meetings  he  requested.  He  expressed  uneasi^ 
ness  when  he  heard  of  your  arrival ;  said  he  had  reasonsi 
which  he  would  communicate  hereafter,  for  not  wishing 
to  see  you ;  and  earnestly  be^ed  that,  as  he  should  be 
seldom  set  Ashwood,  we  might  correspond  by  letters :— ^ 
which  request  I  at  last  complied  with** 

I  asked  if  he  had  ever  spoken  to  her  of  marriage  ?  She 
^swered,  ^  that  he  had ;  but  had  toid  her,  at  the  same 
time,  that  he  was  entangled  by  an  affair  which  his  rela^ 
tions  had  pressed  upon  him — a  woman  of  rank  and'for^ 
tune ;  that  it  was  entirely  a  scheme  of  theirs,  in  which 
he  himself  had  taken  little  or  no  part ;  but  it  would  te-s 
quire  some  management  and  time  to  break  it  completely 
1^  with  decency ;  that  one  reason  for  his  declining  to 
meet  me  at  Colonel  Sommers^s  was,  that  he  might  escape 
my  teasing  him  on  that  subject.*  <  And  this,*  continued 
the  candid  girl,  ^  was  the  reason  that  I  met  you  with  lesa 
cordkdity  when  you  came  to  Ashwood  than  I  ever  did  be^ 
fore  in  my  whole  life.* 

You  may  easily  conceive,  my  dear  Lady  Diana,  how 
very  much  t  was  shocked  at  this  perfidious  conduct  of  my 
brother. 

She  then  showed  me  the  letter  she  had  just  received. 
It  was  full  of  the  common  jargon  of  fl^nes,  and  darte, 
and  racks,  and  tortures ;  and  ended  with  an  insinuation 
that  he  Would  not  long  survive  her  cruelty :  and  begging 
that  she  would  meet  him  at  a  certain  cottage^  about  a  mile 
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from  Ashvirood,  as  he  had  something  of  a  verp  agreeable 
nature,  which  he  oould  not  traosanit  by  letter,  to  oommu* 
nicate,  was  the  modest  proposal  which  formed  the  post^ 
script. 

While  I  stood  silent,  froip  indignation,-— <  I  wonder,^ 
said  she,  ^  what  he  has  to  inform  m^  of  which  he  cpuld 
not  communicate  in  writing,^ 

I  plainly  perceived  that  she  thought  he  meant  a  pro? 
posal  of  marrying  her  secretly* 

<  He  has  nothing  to  inform  you  of^  my  dear,  that  you 
ought  to  listen  to,^  said  I. 

^  I  cannot  allow  myself  to  beUeve  that  your  brother  ia 
not  a  man  of  honour.  Every  body  says  he  is  a  man  of 
)ioaour«^ 

<  On  what  occasion,  my  dear,  had  you  an  opportunity 
of  bearing  any  one  speak  of  my  brother^s  honour  ?^ 

-  <  I  remember,'  she  replied,  ^  being  present  in  a  com- 
pany where  you  was  much  praised,  and  scnnething  rather 
slighting  fell  from  one  gentleman  respecting  your  bror 
ther :  on  which  Major  Punto  swore,  that  Mr,  Clifford 
was  as  much  a  man  of  honour  as  his  sister,  or  any  other 
female,  could  be  a  woman  of  honour.  All  the  company 
ad^nowledged  the  truth  of  what  the  major  asserted.^ 

.^  Yfxu  know,  my  dear  Mary,'  resumed  I,  ^  that  male 
and  female  honour  are  different.^ 

<  I  thought,^  said  she,  <  that  honour  was  of  an  inva* 
riable. nature, ^nd  the, same  in  every  rational  creature.' 

'  ^  It  is  not  so.  estimated  by  the  world,'  I  added.  <  A 
man  who  submits  to  an  insult,  without  e^^acting  satisfac- 
tion, is  considered  as  dishonoured^  though  in  other  re. 
spects  he  may  be  a  just  and  benevolent  man*  A  woman 
who,  in  a  single  instance,  has  yielded  to  the  seductions  of 
illicit  love,  is  considered  as  having  forfeited  her  honour^ 
though,  otherwise,  of  ap  estimable  character  and  amiable 
disposition*  It  is  of  no  use  to  say  that  the' world  forma 
4n  erroneous  judgment;— still  it  is  the  world's  judgment. 
*  When  my  brother,  therefore,  tatl^s  to  you  of  your 
eruelty,  and  entreats  you  to  abate  of  it  for  his  gratifica^ 
Jlon,  thp  propej:  answer  for  yoi;  to  mak^  would  be^  to  te^^ 
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him,  yfith  a. very  serious  face,  that  you  were  seized  with  a 
violent  desire  to  see  him  kicked,  or  pulled  a  little  by  the 
nose,  in  a  public  company :  and  if  he  refuses  to  indulge 
you,  on  the  paltry  pretence  that,  by  submitting  to  such 
treatment,  he  would  be  dislionoured,  tell  him  you  are 
fully  aware  of  that,  but  still  you  hoped  he  would  submit 
to  dishonour  for  your  sake ;  and  as  for  a  few  kicks,  and 
a  twist  by  the  nose,  what  did  they  signify,  when  compar« 
fid  to  the  flames,  darts,  racks,  and  tortures  which  you 
would  endure,  if  he  continued  obstinate,  and  refused  to 
gratify  you*' 

The  artless  girl  alternately  smiled  and  blushed  at  the 
ridiculous  light  in  which  I  put  the  case ;  but,  next  morn- 
ing, she  wrote  a  letter  of  my  dictating  to  my  brother,  in 
which  she  reproaches  hjm  for  the  proposal  he  had  made, 
and  declares  that  she  will  never  write  or  receive  another 
letter  from  him,  without  the  knowledge  and  approbation 
of  her  father.  And  this  epistle  she  sent  openly,  by  her 
own  footman. 

I  do  not,  however,  think  it  right  to  leave  this  amiable, 
but  easy-tempered  girl,  until  I  have  accompanied  her  to 
her  father'^s  house. 

It  is  plain  to  me,  that,  although  I  have  opened  her  eyes 
respecting  the  base  views  of  my  brother,  sh^  still  retains 
A  too  teftder  regard  for  him. 

I  am  convioc^d^  my  dear  JLady  Diana,  that  the  reasons 
I  have  given  for  delaying  my  return  to  the  Grove  will 
looeet  with  your  approbation.  You  w^l  l^esix  again  sooa 
from  your  ever  affectionate 

H*  CLIFFORD^ 


LETTER  CVIII. 
Lord  Mob  daunt  to  the  Hon.  John  Moki^avnt, 

MY  PEAK  JACK,  London. 

JLhe  court  you  so  i^siduqusly  paid  to  Miss  Horatia 
Clifford,  when  you  was  last  in  town,  is  given  as  the  cause 
pf  l^er  refusing  the  hand  of  Lord  Deanport.    Whether 
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this  is  to  be  eonsidered  as  a  misfortuiie  to  the  youtig  lady 
or  not,  I  am  too  little  acquainted  with  the  noble  lord  to 
know ;  but  the  report  now  in  circulation,  that,  with  her 
approbation,  you  have  followed  her  ttf'  Northumberland^ 
is  certainly  unfortunate :  for  though  this  report  is  beliew 
ed  by  few,  it  is  circulated  by  many,  and,  sometimes,  with 
the  most  malignant  commentaries*  If  I  had  never  seen 
Miss  Clifford,  nor  ever  heard  her  spoken  of  as  beautiful 
and  accomplished,  I  should  have  conceived  her  to  be  both^ 
from  the  extraordinary  degree  of  eiivy  and  malignity  she 
has  excited  in  the  breasts  of  some  of  her  own  sex.  H^ 
journey  to  the  north  was  mentioned  at  an  assembly  where 
J  was  lately. 

<  Who  could  hi^ve  believed  it?*  said  one  lady. 

<  Mr.  Mordaunt  and  she  set  out  together  F'  said  a  ae« 
ipond. 

<  The  same  carriage  I  do  assure  you,^  answered  a  third, 

<  Forgive  me,  madam,**  said  a  fourth-^'  Miss  Clifford 
had  the  prudence  to  set  out  from  London  alone ;  and 
when  Mr.  Mordaunt  overtook  her  at  an  inn,  they  seemed 
greatly  surprised  at  the  unexpected  reneontre ;  and  they 
did  not  travel  in  the  same  carriage  till  then.^ 

<  It  is  a  great  pity,^  resumed  the  third,  <  that  Mr.  Mor« 
daunt  has  so  great  an  aversion  to  matrimony ;  because, 
after  what  has  happened.  Miss  Clifford  will  not  hold  her 
bead  so  high  as  she  did;^  and  may  become  a  very  obedient 
wife.* 

^  But  as  it  is  probable  he  will  retain  his  old  aversion,^ 
rejoined  the  fourth,  ^  particularly  after  what  has  happen^ 
ed,  it  is  most  likely  that  Miss  Clifford  never  will  be  wife 
at  all.' 

'  Well,'  said  I^ady  Aspic,  who  had  listened  to  the  dis-» 
course  with  much  satisfaction,  ^  if  she  never  should  be  4 
wife,  she  will  still  make  as  good  an  old  mud  m  many 
others.' 

This  set  the  whole  good-natured  group  a  laughingt 
and  filled  me  with  so  much  indignation,  that  I  rose^  went 
into  another  room,  and  joined  Lady  Amelia  Melton,  wb<HQ 
X  saw  in  conversation!  with  your  friend  Lqi4  ?-*-<^«    I^ 
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a  «h«rt  time  I  heard  Lady  Aspic's  silly  remark  circulaling 
as  an  admirable  borMnoL  When  it  was  repeated  to  Lady 
Amelia,  instead  of  laughing  like  many  others,  I  observed 
that  she  blushed.  I  believe  she  has  often  cause  to  blush 
for  her  aunt 

Though  the  obvious  rancour  of  some  of  those  women 
will  probibly  defeat  its  purpose,  yet,  it  must  be  admitted, 
my  dear  Jack,  that  the  celebrity  of  cerUun  adventures  of 
yours  renders  it  hazardous  for  a  young  woman  to  be  much 
of  your  acquaintance. 

This  is  not  so  surprising,  as  that  the  circumstance 
which  ought  to  make  them  avoid  it  seems  to  have  an  op« 
ppsite  effect. 

I  have  heard  Miss  Clifford  so  very  advantageously 
spoken  of,  that  I  am  unwilling  to  believe  that  this  is  the 
case  with  het ;  and  it  would  give  me  great  uneasiness  if 
the  reputation  of  this  young  lady  should  be  at  all  injured, 
in  the  opinion  of  any  person  of  candour,  by  your  means- 
Independent  of  her  personal  good  qualities,  she  is  of  a 
most  respectable  family :  I  remember  to  have  heard  my 
father  speak  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clifford  ^in  the  warmest 
terms  of  regard. 

After  what  I  have  said,  you  must  be  sensible  that  your 
continued  attentions  would  be  injurious  to  her :  I  have, 
therefore,  thought  it  expedient  to  send  this  letter  by  ex* 
press,  which  will  furnish  you  with  a  i^ufScient  pretext  for 
coming  to  London  directly,-*— by  which,  I  do  assure  you, 
my  dear  brother,  you  will  oblige  me  exceedingly.  Do 
not  dread  my  pressing  you  on  the  subject  of  Lady  Amelia 
Melton.  The  duchess<-dowager  of  ,  immediately  af- 
ter your  departure  from  Hampshire,  assured  me  that  she 
plainly  perceived  you  were  not  interested  in  that  lady  to 
the  degree  I  flattered  myself  you  would  be.  I  have  a  very 
high  opinion  of  her  grace's  penetration  ;  and  I  now  give 
up  a  scheme,  the  success  of  which  would  have  given  me 
great  pleasure,  and  which,  I  also  knew,  would  have  been 
been  very  agreeable  to  her.  I  am  somewhat  afraid-  that 
the  solicitude  I  have  shown  for  your  marrying  has  been 
teasing  and  disagreeabjk;  to  you  ;  I  have,  therefore,  come 


Digitized  by 


Google 


486  M^RDAtjirt. 

to  the  resolution  never  more  to  give  you  the  least  troubfa- 
CD  that  subject. 

If  jou  should  ever  meet  with  a  woman  so  much  to  your 
taste  as  to  overcome  the  unlucky  prejudice  you  have  hi- 
therto entertained  against  marriages  that  woman  will  also 
be  agreeable  to  me.  None  but  a  woman  of  sense  and  vir« 
tue,  I  am  certain,  will  be  to  your  taste.  My  sole  motive 
for  wishing  you  to  adopt  that  state  is,  my  conviction  that 
in  it  you  have  the  best  chance  for  happiness;  and  you 
yourself  must  be  sensible,  that  if  you  continue  to  live  out 
of  it,  your  children,  in  case  of  your  having  any,  will  be 
subjected  to  many  severe  mortifications.  This,  to  a  feel- 
ing heart  like  yours,  must  be  vexatious.  In  case,  how- 
ever, you  never  should  meet  with  the  happy  rencontre  I 
wish  you,  I  shall  support  your  ill  fortune  in  that  particu- 
lar, if  not  without  regret,  at  least  without  complaining.  . 
Just  as  I  was  going  to  conclude  this  letter,  I  received  a 
piece  of  news  which  will  give  you  no  uneasiness.     Your 

friend  Lord  P ,  who  it  seems  arrived  at  the  duchesses, 

to  whom  he  i&  related,  a  little  aftet*  you  left  Hampshire-— 
and  soon  after  his  return  to  London,  made  a  proposal  of 
marriage  to  Lady  Amelia  Melton.  I  thought  he  was  in 
love  with  her  when  I  saw  them  at  the  assembly.  I  now 
understand  that  the  duchess  favours  his  suit,  which  is  al- 
so promoted  by  the  aunt.  Lady  Amelia  herself  seems  no* 
thing  loath  :  where,  indeed,  could  she  find  a  more  eligi- 
ble husband  ?  Nothing  retards  their  union,  except  a  pro- 
posal of  Lady  Aspic's  to  put  the  young  lady  on  a  particu- 
lar regimen  for  two  months  at  least  before  the  ceremony 
of  marriage ;  but,  as  neither  the  duchess,  nor  the  other 
parties  concerned,  seem  to  think  this  necessary.  Lady  As- 
pic's prescription  will  probably  be  dispensed  with. 

I  end  with  repeating,  that  I  never  was  more  earnest  in 
any  thing  than  in  your  complying  with  my  request  to  re- 
turn immediately  to  London.  The  step  is  not  more  es- 
sential to  Miss  CiiiTord's  reputation  than  to  your  lasting 
peace*of  mind, — and,  I  may  add,  to  mine;  for  I  do  not 
think  I  should  ever  enjoy  mental  tranquillity  if  the  per- 
son I  love  and  esteem  above  any  other  in  this  world  should 
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persevere  in  a  pursuit  which,  in  spite  of  the  light  manned  iti 
which  it  19  viewed  by  some  part  of  the  world,  he  himself 
must  be  conscious  is  inconsistent  with  genuine  honour.  I 
remain,  my  dear  Jack,  your  affectionate  brother, 

MORDAUNT^ 


LETTER  CIX. 

The  Honourable  John  Mordaunt  to  Lord  Mobdaukt; 

MY  DEAR  BROTHER,  Ashwo0<L 

Xn  consequence  of  your  request,  t  should  be  with  you 
myself  at  the  time  you  receive  this  letter,  if  there  were 
the  least  foundation  for  the  apprehefnsions  you  express  ia 
your  last; 

I  give  you  ray  word  of  honour,  that  Miss  Clifford  went 
to  Northumberland  without  my  having  any  idea  that  she 
had  any  such  intention,  and  directly  on  being  informe(I 
of  the  illness  of  her  friend  Mrs.  Sommers,  with  which  I 
was  unacquainted. 

You  will  remember  I  informed  you,  before  i^  parted 
in  Hampshire,  that  I  was  to  proceed  to  Ash  wood,  after  a 
very  short  stay  in  Londoh.  That  I  made  so  long  a  stay, 
indeed,  was  entirely  owing  to  my  meeting  with  Miss  Clif- 
ford. Yet  that  was  not  the  first  time  of  my  having  met 
with  that  young  lady  :  I  had  before  seen  her  at  Lausanne, 
where  she  was  with  her  father;  but  she  was  then  too 
young  to  make  any  lasting  impression  on  my  memory ;  so 
that,  when  I  met  her  again,  after  an  interval  of  a  few 
years,  I  had  no  recollection  of  having  seen  her  before. 
But  I  must  now  inform  you,  that  the  Miss  Horatia  Clif- 
ford, in  whom  I  am  happy  to  find  your  lordship  so  much 
interested,  is  the  very  incognita  whom  Travers  arid  I  met 
in  our  way  to  your  house ;  of  whose  beauty  I  raved  so 
much,  and  should  have  continued  to  rave  still  more,  if  I 
bad  not  perceived  that  the  theme  was  disagreeable  to  you, 
who,  at  that  time,  I  believe,  would  rather  have  wished 
my  admiration  directed  to  Lady  Amelia  Melton. 
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After  the  trmuent  view  at  the  cottage^  all  the  teseAreb^ 
I  Bet  in  movement  to  discoTer  my  tncogntim  were  to  no 
purpose ;  and  I  began  to  despur  of  ever  again  either  aee* 
ing  her,  or  any  thing  like  her,  when,  most  unexpectedly^ 
I  had  the  happiness  of  meeting  her  at  the  lodgings  of  my 
friend  the  marchioness. 

In  giving  my  opinion  of  Miss  Clifford,  I  shall  at  pre- 
sent omit  all  I  could  say  of  her  face  and  person^  because  I 
sufficiently  dwelt  on  those  two  articles  when  in  them  con- 
ttsted  all  I  knew  of  the  lady.  Besides,  you  h^ve  yourself 
seen  her^  and 

•To  gild  refined  gold»  to  paint  the  lily, 

1*0  throw  a  perfume  on  the  violet* 

1*9  smooth  the  ice»  or  add  anothen  ha  e 

Unto  the  rainbow>  or  with  taperJigbt 

To  seek  the  beauteous  eye  of  heaven  to  garnish^ 

Is  wasteful,  and  ridiculous  excess.* 

1  therefore  proceed  to  what  will  interest  you  more^ 
Though  our  acquaintance  has  not  been  long,  yet  I  ought 
to  know  something  of  the  essential  parts  of  her  character, 
because,  since  I  first  threw  my  eyes  upon  her,  I  have 
scarcely  thought  on  any  thing  else. 

Miss  Clifford  seems  to  possess  as  just  and  as  compre- 
hensive an  understanding  as  any  woman  I  was  ever 
acquainted  with*  I  mentioned  this  first,  not  only  be- 
cause good  sense  is  the  most  essential  article  in  the  cha* 
racter  of  both  men  and  women,  but  also,  because  it  is  of 
still  more  importance  to  the  latter  than  to  the  former ;  foir 
a  weak  man  is  not  exposed  to  such  irretrievable  ruin  as  a 
weak  woman.  Miss  Clifford's  disposition  is  remarkably 
cheerful,  and  she  possesses  that  inclination  to  oblige  which 
usually  accompanies  a  cheerful  disposition.  She  has  the 
less  merit  from  this  inclination,  indeed,  because  people 
in  general  are  disposed  to  oblige  handsopie  women, 
and  because  those  who  are  pleased  with  themselves  are 
most  apt  to  be  pleased  with  others.  If  she  were  plaia 
in  her  face,  and  less  elegant  in  her  person,  therefore, 
9he  would  unquestionably  deserve  more  praise  on  account 
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htt  cheerliil  atid,  obliging  temper.    Whelhcfr  ini  that 
caee  she  woaidi  obtain  it  is  a  different  queation.  >  - 

.  When  I  hint  that  she  is  pleased  with  hersdf^  I  woUld 
have  it  understood  that  as  smali  a  portion  of  vimtty  enters 
into  this  self^^salisraction  as  can  be  supposed  to  belong  to 
a  very  beautiful  woman,  who  cannot  help  perceiving  that 
she  is  an  object  of  admiration  to  many  men,  and  of  envy 
to  many  women.  .  <         /    :     . 

I  suspect  that;  Miss  Clifford  possesses  more  pride  than 
vanity ;  but  it  is  that  species  of  pride  whidi  beennes  both 
men  and-  women ;  and  is  most  necessary  in  the  lattei*,  be« 
cause  the  want  of  it,  like  a  defidency  of  good  sense,  <ex- 
poses  women  to  more  danger  than  men ;  for  virtue  is  a 
struggle  against  what  degrades,  as  well  as  against  malevo- 
lent passions. 

It  is  evident,  however,  from  the  whole  of  this  young 
lady^s  deportment,  that  the  real  sources  of  her  obliging 
disposition  and  virtuous  conduct  are  benevolence  and  mo« 
desty. 

I  hanre  seen  it  8omewhel*e  obaerved,  that  ivomen  are'in- 
ferior  to  men  in  general,  but  superior  in  particular.  ^Miss 
Clifford  is  one  of  the  particular  exceptions,  if  the  general 
rule  is  just. 

With  all  the  gentle  and  amiable  graces  of  her  own  sex, 
she  possesses,  in  an  uncommon  degree,  that  steadiness  of . 
mind  which  ours  affect  to  monopolize. 

I  was  present  .with  her  in  the  playhouse,  when,  on  a 
false  alarm  of  fire,  many  ladies  screamed,  and  some  faint* 
ed.  Miss  Clifford  did  neither :  she  remained  in  her  box 
till  the  confusion  was  over,  without  stirring,  except  to 
reach  her  salt-bottle  to  a  woman  who  seemed  ready  to 
swoon  in  the  pit. — As  I  was  passing  through  a  lane  the 
next  day,  I  saw  her  footman  standing  at  the  door  of  a 
tradesman's  house,  who,  she  understood,  bad  been  dan- 
gerously bruised  in  endeavouring  to  escape  from  the  gal- 
lery. 

The  servant  told  me  that  his  mistress  was  then  with 
the  man^s  wife  and  children.    Judging,  from  what  I  bad 

VOL.  vix.  S  L 
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fHnfiMAy  Mittdced  'mhm  diaitt6far;«lHit  the  imM  he 
displeased  .witli  wjr  inftnisicniy  I  did  not  enter  tke  .kowe  | 
but  I  aftertandt  learat^  fioiA  the  {MMr  man  himself^  that 
•he  had  iiibrded  him  rmj  seaMmabk  aadJibcMdrrtlief. 
:  Nataxdlyjchaeffttl  and  gajr^  Mim  Olifind  never  hmes 
that  dignil^  of  manner  whtch  ^eTonts  men  of  sense  from 
aliimpeolper  freedoms^  and  ooveiB  wilh  <u>nfi»ito.the  focda 
who  risk  them* 

I^aol  glad  that  die  never  attempts  pmntihg.  Hervr  des-' 
pksajbijie.are  the  productions  of  oocassonal  pmt^ndcrs  to 
that/diarkning  art,  irhen  compared  with  the  works  of  the 
ar^sts  bjr  ptosfession;  The  ^mmes  of  the  former  are^  in 
geojevai^  all  that  is  worth  looking  at« 

To.  wcel  in  instrumental  musio  is  also,  the  work  of  mai^ 
years*  I  rejoice  in  the  conviction,  therefore^  that  MiaS 
Clilbrd  hliB  spent  her  time  to  better  purpose*  She  at' 
tempts  nothing  more  than  .simple  airs  on  the  harp  or 
pianofortes  which  she  aeoompaoies  with  her  own  delight* 
ful  voice* 

.  To /enumerate  her  other  aooomi^ishments  is  unneces- 
sary ;  for  I  inay  say  wkh  truths  iSiat  she  cannot  look,  or 
move^  or  speak,  without  ecmveyiag  an  impres»on  to  her 
advantage. 

By  this  time^  I  am  pei^susded,  you  think  me  a  little  en^ 
thusiastic  i  you  will  be  still  more  of  that  opinion  when  I 
acknowledge  that  I  have  attempted  poetry  in  this  lad;"^ 
pr^se ;  but  I  find,  that,  though  every  poet  is  an  enthu-> 
ttast|  every  enthusiast  is  not  a  poet.  Instead  of  any  of 
my  own  effusions,  therefore^  I  diall,  with  a  Small  varia* 
tion,  transcribe  two  stanzas  from  <  The  Baviad,^  in  which 
my  idea  a(  Miss  Clifford  is  expressed  in  the  genuine  lan« 
guage  of  poetry* 

For  her  lias  liberal  Mature  joined 

Her  riches  to  the  stores  of  art. 
And  added  to  the  firmest  mind 

A  soft  and  sympathizing  heart  | 

A  gentle  and  persuasive  look ; 

A  voice  that  might  with  music  v!e  ^ 
An  air,  that  every  gaccr  took  ; 

A  matchless  eloquence  of  e^e. 
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'  IWltIf  fegtttd  to  lAitt  you  (RBera  nmt  taxilim  Jliit>vt» 
tlMlt^  is  iitftbtiig>  to  i^prehendi  To  hapd  for  miown  in  a 
Mbtfaie  to  MduDt  A  wonum  of  tint  stampy  a  imui  mint  be 
lb«  noM  {iir«ttutfiptum»  of  all  (ioxeomba ;  and^  wor^  it  poa^ 
ftiMft  for  bini  to  foveft^  that,  fay  iti&iite  art^  and  «U  die 
aieaM  of  «oiuetion,  bo  would  suooeed,  still  to  oonv^  endU 
itm  r^fnoine  inib  the  bt«a8t  of  anotbef,  oh  porpoBO  to  ob« 
Uih  a  tratt«i«iit  gratification,  woiilil  mark  bim  for  thegreat« , 
^t  of  all  villains. 

Wbai  there  is  reason  more  to  fear  is,  tbat  my  sntt,  on 
the  most  bononraUe  terms,  will  be  unsuceessfnL  I  ac* 
knowled^)  my  dear  bvoAer^  that  it  is  already  b^un  9 
not,  indeed^  by  any  direet  proposal,  but  by  the  whde  of 
tny  cottduei.  I  am  eonvtnced  that  Miss  Cliflbrd  akeady 
kliows  that  all  my  old  prcjndtces  against  marriage  ate  an« 
nihilated,  and  that  the  supreme  wish  of  my  soul  is  td  be 
legally  united  to  her  for  life.  Should  that  widi  be  ao^ 
complisbed,  I  shall  think  I  have  obtained  more  certmh 
happiness  than  wealth,  honours,  at  even  fame,  dm  be* 
slow ;  and  nothing  would  afford  me  more  satisfaction  than 
the  assurance  of  your  sipprobation  of  my  present  pursuit* 
X  refldiun  your  affec^nate  btotber, 

J.  iioanAUNT« 


LETTEE  ex. 
tiAOr  DtANA  Franklin  to  Miss  Horatia  Clifford. 
MY  OfiAR  horatia,  London} 

1  cANNOf  eitpress  the  satisfacttoh  I  had  in  peruedngyour 
last  letter :  all  my  apprehensions  are  Tanish^d. .  I  ask 
your  pardon  for  erer  hairing  harboured  any,  I  am  h^p^* 
py  at  your  not  having  left  Asbwood.  I  should  haye  bad 
great  uneasiness  in  the  reflection  of  having  brought  you 
away,  unnecessarily,  at  a  time  when  you  were  rendering 
such  an  essential  service  to  Miss  Proctor.  How  infinite* 
)y  is  she  obliged  to  you  I  I  cannot  suspect  that  any  light 
behaviour  on  her  part  encouriiged  your  brother  to  iauob 
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aik  af  tenpt .  In  tendering  it  fniidcM ,  joit  baye  perfimn- 
ed  BB.imporiBnt  a  semce  to  him  as  to  her  ^-fer  whil 
eenricecan  be  more  impeirtant  than  peemoittng  a  man  fiom 
oommitting  an  ill  action  ?  I  hope  the  time  is  at  no  great 
distaneef  when  he  will  be  sennble  of  this.  How  fcMrtunate 
for  Miss  Froetor  that  she  had  a  discerning  and  virtuous 
friend  near  her  !  I  expect  soon  to  hear  that  she  is  with 
her.  father.  You  maj  enjoy  the  additional  satisfaction  of 
knowing  that  you  have  prevented  the  remainder  of  that 
worthy  manV  Kfe  from  being  overwhelmed  with  anguish. 

Lean  no  more  throw  opt.  the  pleasure  of  the  marchion- 
esses society  as  a  lure  for  your  speedy  return— >her  husband 
has  obtained  an  honourable  and  advantageous  establish- 
ment at  Petersburg.  A  near  relation  et  his  wrrived  the 
other  day,  for  the  express  purpose  of  condueting  her  to 
that  capital  f  and,  a  ship  being  ready  to  sail  thither,  she 
would  not  allow  the  opportunity  to  slip.  I  have  just 
parted  with  her— -not  without  tears  on  both  sides.  Sheis, 
indeed,  a  charming  woman.  Slie  expressed  the  utmost 
regret  at  leaving  England  without  seeing  you*  *  It  re- 
quired,^  said  she,  <  ail  the  love  I  feel  for  my  husbaad, 
and  all  the  obedience  I  owe  him,  to  make  me  agree  to  it^* 

She  had  so  many  things  to  arrange,  that  she  could  not 
write  to  you  :— »6he  will  do  it  from  Plymouth. 

Your  good  friend.  Lady  Deanport,  is  outrageous*  Hy 
lord  has  carried  Miss  Almond  abroad  ;-*-perhaps  I  should 
have  said  the  reverse ;  for  inany  people  think  that  it  is 
she  who  has  carried  him.  She  is  thought  to  have  obtain- 
ed a  great  ascendancy  over  him,  and  to  have  influenced 
him  to  this  step,  to  avoid  the  continual  reproaches  of  his 
mother.  Her  ladyship^s  chief  occupation  at  present  is, 
driving  about  among  those  who  call  themselves  her  friendsi 
to  complain  of  her  son,  and  abuse  his  companion.  What 
marks  of  sympathy  they  diow,  while  she  is  with  them,  I 
know  not ;  but  I  understand  they  make  a  jest  of  her  af- 
ftiction  when  she  is  not. 

I  was  always  shocked  with  Rochefoucault's  horrid 
maxim^— <  that,  in  the  adversity  of  our  friends,  there  u 
something  that  does  not  displease  us.^ 
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Lady  Deanport  has  reason  to  think  it  true.    Thank 
heaven,  my  dear  Horatia,  that  you  and  I  know  it  to  be. 
false !    Adieu  !  my  lovely  friend. 

D.  FRANKLIN. 


After  you  have  conducted  Miss  Ptoctor  to  her  father's, 
I  dare  say  you  will  think  it  right  to  return  to  London. 
Indeed  I  am  impatient,  my  dear,  to  see  you.  In  the  hu- 
joiour  your  brother  will  probably  be^  yo.u  had  best  be  at  a 
.distance  from  him.     Pray  set  out. 


LETTBE  CXI. 
Tht  Hm.  John  Mobdaunt  to  Loan  Mobdaunt. 

Ashtpood* 
I  THANK  you  very  cordially,  fay  dear  brother,  for  your 
last  kind  letter  ;♦  and  will  now  inform  you  of  what  has 
happened  since.  I  know  it  to  be  your  opinion,  that  I  am 
not  apt  to  be  overrun  with  timidity,  when  tite^h-tete  with 
a  woman ;  yet  I  have  had  several  opportunities  of  being 
alone  with  Miss  Clifford,  all  of  which  I  have  allowed  to 
slip,  without  making  the  deelaration  I  intended.  As 
often  as  I  attempted  to  express  my  sentiments,  I  found 
my  mind  agitated  and  conftised,  and  my  tongue  be- 
numbed. 

The  sight  of  beauty  used  so  inspire  me  with  the  firm- 
ness  of  youth,  not  with  the  tremo];  of  age ;  and  Miss  Clif- 
ford is  such,  that 

A  witber'd  hermit,  five  score  winters  worn» 
Might  shake  off  fifty,  looking  in  her  eye.^ 

Distinguished  beauty  never  overawed  me  from  my  pur- 
pose, though  of  a  far  more  audacious  nature. 

It  is  clear  that  the  impression  this  lady  made  on  me 
sprung  from  a  different  source.  Whence  did  this  arise  ? 
—From  my  conviction  of  her  being  a  woman  of  sense^ 

*  *rhe  letter  here  alluded  to  to  omitted, 
t  Sbftkefpcare. 
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upderstandtng,  and  Yirtue,  instaad  of  beiag  defidoot  in 
the  two  former^  or  one  of  those  whtm  we  9mpmt  to  bane 
no  very  great  value  for.  the  last 

The  day  on  which  I  received  your  letter,  however, 
Sommers  being  engaged  in  bqainesa  with  his  steward,  and 
Miss  Proctor  with  Mrs.  Sommers,  I  saw,  irom  the  win- 
dow of  my  chamber,  Miss  Clifford  turn  from  the  end  «F 
the  avenue  into  a  foot-path  leading  to  a  small  mount, 
from  which  there  is  an  extensive  view.  I  guessed  sbe 
was  going  there,  because  I  knew  that  Mrs.  Sommers  hgd 
a  partiality  for  the  spot.  I  determined  to  follow  her,  in 
the  resolution  of  fully  dedaring  my  sentiments  befoare  I 
returned. 

I  have  generally  found  a  sportive  manner  of  request- 
ing what  I  am  anxious  about  the  most  suoeassful.  I  ar- 
ranged something  in  that  style  as  I  walked,  but  forgot  the 
whole  as  soon  as  I  came  in  «ght  of  her. 

She  was  seated  on  a  kind  of  bench,  in  a  rmtic  stjk, 
which  had  been  placed  there  by  Mrs.  Sommers's  direc- 
tion, and  she  seemed  to  be  contemplating  the  front  of  an 
ancient  tower  near  it 

Instead  of  e^n  air  decidedly  sportive  or  sei^ous,  in  a 
manner  somewhat  between  the  two,  I  addressed  her,  as  ( 
fpproaphed,  in  the  winrds  of  X)uncan«««> 

<  QTiiis  ca«t]«  |iak  a  pteatUig  peat ;  \h^  air 
Nimblj  and  sweetlj  repommfiiifls  itself 
^         Unto  our  genUe  senses.*  ^ 

With  equal  grace  and  readiness  she  repfied^r 

■  ^  ^  I    *  Tl^s  guest  of  suniiAer, 

The  temple-haunting  martlet,  does  approve 
By  his  lov*d  mansionry,  that  the  hc;aven*s  breath 
$meUs  woofngly  bftre.*  * 

f  Your  favour  for  this  seat,  however,'  said  I,  *  arisi» 
fchiefly,  I  am  conyinc€^d|  frqm  its  being  the  work  of  your 
friend.^ 

*  Perhaps  a  great  deal  depends  on  that^'j^he  answered; 
f  yet,  I  thinkf  the  view  from  this  place  is  striking  in  i^' 
self:  and  I  confess  that  ancient  buildings  in  general  are 
interesting  to  me.' 

*^  Shakespeare.  f  Ibid. 
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-  « WkAt  a  eontMttt,  hovrever,  beiif^en  tluit  before  us» 
lund  the  elegant  commodious  buildiDg  which  your  frieQ4 
at  present  inhidliits  V 

^  Not  greater,^  rejoinied  she,  ^  Ikan  between  my  friend^s 
ttharaeter  and  that  of  the  mistress  of  the  eastle  to  which 
the  lines  you  quoted  were  first  applied/ 

<  Nor  so  great/  said  I :  *  for  the  one  is  all  harmony^ 
and  the  other  all  horror.^ 

<  The  latter  recalls  to  our  memory/  resumed  she» 
^  those  dismal  times  (heaven  forbid  they  should  ever  re<- 
(urn !)  when  family«-feuds,  and  the  spirit  of  vengeance, 
excited  the  inhabitants  against  eac^  other,  and  deluged 
this  island  with  blood/ 

'^  Apd  the  former/  rejoined  I,  ^  brii^  back  to  our  ima- 
{^nation  that  golden  age,  when,  acc<Htii«g  to  Gresset— -    ^ 

*  Tous  dans  d'innocentes  d^ltcei, 
Uoto  par  dea  B«udt  pleint  dVittraks, 

Et  leur  vieilU$s9  sans  regreu**' 

^  It  is  unfortunate,  however,^  she  replied,  <  that  we  have 
the  authority  of  history  for  the  truth  of  the  horrible  times 
of  massacre  and  rajane :  they  have  occurred  too  often^ 
and  in  every  counti'y  ;  whereas,  for  the  golden  age,  I  fear 
vehave  only  the  authority  of  the  poeta;  and,  if  I  re- 
member rights  Gresset  himself  confesses  this  at  the  end  of 
the  Idyll  from  which  you  quote.  I  cannot  recollect  the 
words ;  but,  if  you  can,  I  beg  you  will  repeat  the  last 
stanaa.* 

Though  it  rather  made  against  the  pouit  I  wished  to< 
lead  her  to,  on  renewing  the  request,  after  a  little  recol- 
lection, I  repeated,-^ 

*  Ce  n*e8t  done  qu'une  belle  faUe : 
M*envkin«  rien  a  not  ajeuz  s 

Kn  iQSt  tem«  rhomine  fuk  ooapabley 
En  tout  terns  il  fut  malhtureux>* 

*  Yet,'  added  I,  <  since  the  poet^s  authority  was  reject- 
ed in  his  description  of  the  happiness  of  mankind,  he  may 
be  suspected  ^f  exaggeration  also  in  his  assertion  of  their 
misery.    I  hope  Mrs..  Sommers  will  very  soon  be  able  to 
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aceonpany  you  to  tUt  her  favourite  weaJL^s  not  she  bap- 
pyr 

<  The  happiest  person  on  earth/  she  snswerecL 

*  Except  her  hfjuband/  said  !• 

<  It  is  di£5cult,  indeed/  she  resumed^  /  to  determine 
which  is  the  happiest;  but  it  is  pleasing  to  behold  two 
persons  in  a  state  of  felicity  who  deserve  it  so  well.  I 
can  hardly  imagine  a  happier  husband  than  Colonel  Som-> 
mers.^ 

«  lean.' 

[My  heart,  when  I  pronounced  this,  was  in  more  emcK 
tiop  than  when  I  charged  the  French  near  Mantua.] 
/Who?' 

*  The  man  who  shall  have  the  happiness  of  being  hua* 
^  band  to  Miss  Clifford.' 

<  Upon  my  word  that  is  very  gallantly  turned/  said  she^  * 
after  a  movement  of  surprise.     *  And,  though  it  was  pret- 
ty obvious  that  a  polite  man  might  throw  in  such  a  com- 
pliment, I  vow  I  did  not  foresee  it.' 

f  I  intend  no  compliment,-— I  speak  the  genuine  senti- 
ments of  my  heart.  If  Miss  Clifford  will  condescend  to 
accept  of  my  hand,  I  shall  at  once  be  the  happiest,  and 
the  most  grateful  husband  on  earth.' 

[Ih  spite  of  my  own  agitation  while  I  apoke,  I  could 
perceive  that  she  blushed,  and  was  in  some  confusion* 
She  soon  recovered  herself,  and,  assuming  a  playful  man* 
ner,] 

<  Heaven  defend  me  !'  exclaimed  she,  <  has  Mr.  Mor« 
daunt  loist  his  senses  ?' 

^  On  thei  contrary,  he  has  recovered  them.' 

<  What  can  this  mean  ?-— Do  you  know  what  your  fine 
speeches  amount  to  V 

|[The  gay  i^ir  she  assumed  put  m<e  more  at  my  ease,  and 
gave  me  courage.  Besides,  the  ice  was  broken,— I  reco- 
vered all  my  recollection.] 

<  To  what  I  wish,  from  the  bqttom  of  Qiy  heart,  may 
be  accepted,<--a  proposal  of  marrii^ge.^ 

^  How  wo^ld  ypvi  lookoiow  were  I  to  takcL  you  at  your 
word.* 
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*  like  what  I  should  £e,  the  happiest  mail  alive.^  ^ 

*  And  how  would  you  look  a  month  hence  ?^ 
^  Like  a  happier  man  than  before.^ 

<  Why,  I  have  been  assured  that  you.have  declared  an 
aversion  against  marriage  these  seven  or  eight  years.^ 

<  I  had  not  then  the  happiness  of  knowing  Miss  Clif- 
ford ;  but  now'— 

*  Ay,  now,  no  doubt,  you  have  entirely  changed  your 
mind !' 

«  Most  assuredly  I  have ;  and  I  thank  heaven,  from 
the  bottom  of  my  soul,  that  I  did  not  change  it  sooner.** 

^  Can  you  seriously  ima^ne  that  any  woman  in  her 
sound  senses  could  trust  tp  a  man  so  variable  ?' 

<  A  man  cannot  be  called  extremely  variable,'  answered 
I,  <  who  changes  his  mind  only  once  in  eight  years,  and 
tli^n  for  the  best  reason  in  the  world.' 

<  Wdl,'  said  she,  bowing  very  low,  ^  if  I  must  not  call 
him  variable^  allow  me  to  say,  that  the  man  who  compli* 
ments  so  readily  is  most  exceedingly  polite.' 

I  dkavowed  all  intention  to  compliment,  and  made  the 
warmest  protestations  of  love ;  but  as  love-speeches  are 
seldom  amusing  in  the  repetition,  I  shall  spare  you  every 
thing  of  that  kind* 

She  heard  me  for  some  time  without  any  mark  of  dis- 
pleasure  ;^  and  at  length  said,  in  a  tone  half  serious  and 
haif  playful,  <  By  your  own  account,  Mr.  Mordaunt,  it 
has  required  eight  years  to  bring  you  to  this  way  of  think- 
ing.—I  shall  only  ask  one  to  consider  it ;  at  the  expira- 
tion of  which,  if  you  renew  your  proposal,  I  shall  have  my 
answer  ready/ 

I  then  assured  her  that  your  lordship  was  acquainted 
with  my  wishes,  and  had  already  expressed  how  happy  you 
would  he  in  the  alliance ;  and  I  was  protesting  a  little. 
too  loudly  against  what  she  had  last  said,  when  she  de- 
sired me  to  observe,  <  that  we  were  now  near  the  house  ; 
and  that,  if  I  did  not  wish  to  ^inform  thecolonel  's  serv- 
ants of  the  nature  of  our  discourse^  I  had  best  drop  the 
subject' 

So  saying,  she  skipped  up  stairs  to  her  apartment. 
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leaving  me  ddlglited  with  her  pUaMOtry  unA  good  bii«* 
inour ;  but  in  a  state  of  nneevtamty  with  regard  to  her* 
real  sentiments^    When  I  know  move  on  a  subjeet  lo  in- 
teresting to  me,  you  shall :  meaawbtle  I  remain,  my  dear 
]i>rQtber9  mast  afieetionately  youra^ 


;    y  LETTER  CXIL 

Mjss  Horatia  Cljffokp  io  Ladv  Diana  Feankun. 


1  SEE,  my  dear  friend,  that  j^ou  do  nc»t  think  me  ssfb  ia 
this  place ;  and  I  believe  that  it  is  not  from  the  rssh  and 
violent  temper  of  my  brother  that  yoa  have  the  grsalert 
apprehension  of  danger.  The  presence  of  another  peraoa 
keeps  your  afibctionate  heart  in  a  tremw  lor  yonr  weak 
friend.  Alas  1  my  dear  madam,  I  am  not  withcmt  appro* 
hension  that  you  will  think  that  person  now  more  fornddsf 
ble  than  ever.  The  man  has  made  me  a  formal  prc^wsal 
of  marriage,  and  presses  bis  suit  with  all  the  wmnnth  of 
pincere  passion^ 

Were  I  to  tell  you  that  I  heard  this  pnqoossl  witk 
pain,  I  should  tell  you  a  falsehood:  if  \  said  I  hesidit 
with  indifference,  {  should  say  the  thing  that  is  not.  I 
must  confess,  therefore,  that  he  has  some  hold  ef  1^7 
heart.  I  eaiinot  be  mistaken,  lor  no  man  else  ever  had 
the  least. 

I  fear,  my  dear  Lady  Diana,  that  this  avowal  wiHgite 
you  some  uneasiness,  I  know  that  the  instanees  of  csi* 
tain  relations  of  your  own,  who  hoy^  been  reod^ved  un- 
happy  by  husbands  of  that  free  cast  of  character  to  whidi 
you  imagine  Mr.  Mordaunt  belongs,  will  riender  you 
averse  to  his  suit.  It  is  unfortunate  &rhim,  th^he  can: 
he  thought  to  resemble  those  to  whom  I  allude,  in  any 
thing ;  but,  without  puttiilgmuch  stress  on  other  obvious 
advantages  he  has  over  thirai  all,  every  pcsson  who  ccxn- 
verses  with  him  must  acknowledge  his  great  superioriiya* 
Hiiderfitanding.    I  J^^m,  my  d^  {iidy  J>iaipi^^  7^ 
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diiiik  imper  one  of  Hie  mou  ^^mAai  .avtifdcfl  m  ths  ohfc 
racter  of  the  persons  with  whom  we  are  to  live  ;.  and  I 
9m  lihewile  aensibky  lb«t  wbmi  |>e^plQ  wish  Idpltaiev  it 
ia  OQt  80  cMiay  to  jud^  firom  theiy  otmvertatM^n  of  tiheir 
teii^)er  »  of  their  uitdtffstandiQg;  But  .tko^e  wlio  aie 
diitlnguiihed  for  good  feni0»  Asiimdly  have  the  beat 
0hanee  of  being  also  Ueased  with  a  good  temper.  Of  tbia 
I  wn  eertWD,  that  the  weid^fat  peopb  of  my  aociiuiintanoa 
me  alao  the  moat  peeTiah  wid  iU-t^impered*  It  moat  bf 
ao :  for»  if  any  person  of  exceeding  good  aenae  ia  natturv 
^ly  of  A  firetfbl  difl|x>sitioii,  the  strength  of  Jiia  undaiv 
standing  may  sooner  or  later  oorreot  it.  Weak  people^ 
vho:ar0  at  all  peevish  ^  ilUtempered^  have  no  internal 
apring  to  oottntemct  their  iU4|ttsiQtir.  An  avariqioaa  disv 
position  is  usually  a  peevish  one  t .  exceaaiiie  love  of  mopey 
Ms^g  a  mver^fiiiliog  awrpa  of  inquietude^  Froaa  this  tha 
person  in  question  is  certainly  frae*  The  proposals  ho 
has  made>  and  so  earnesdy  urges  to  me^  are  coqi]^te 
proofs  of  this.  If  moqey  was  bis  object,  you  cannot  doubt 
of  his  being  able  to  obtain  the  hand  of  a  woman  with  % 
far  greater  fortune  than  min^.  Whatever  you  have  heard 
to  bis  prejudiee,  |  must  do  him  th^  ju9ti<m  to  say,  that, 
to  me,  the  whole  of  hisi  conduct  has  bosn*  in  the  moat  d^ 
liaate  maiinery  respectful.  I  kuow  that  a  certain  Drifndqf 
yours,  whose  admirable  judgment  aii4  ac^YAuiiy  Qf  tempea 
you  have  o£ten  made  xxie  remarki  lives,  in  much  apparQnt» 
iand  I  hope  reaU  happineasi  vHh  a  husband  far  her  inferii 
or  in  understanding,  though  in  many  respects  a  worthy 
pian.  Without  presuming  to  compare'  myself  to  that  lady, 
I  am  oertain  that  the  busbai|d»  who  you  think  makes  her 
happy,  woukl  make  me  miserable.  I  aball  iiever  marry 
any  nan  of  whose  honourable  principles  I  am  not  oonvin-v 
ced ;  yet  I  would  as  soon  be  the  wife  of  one  I  hated  Ka 
oae  I  deapiaed.  I  may  esteem  the  philosophic  calmness, 
^d  the  address  of  a  woman  of  the  character  <vf  Mnu  Bar-j 
net,  in  the  romaqce  of  Edward;  but  I  $9%  quite  sensible 
that  it  would  be  out  of  my  power  tp  imitate  her,  were  I 
placed  in  similar  circumstances.  If  I  ever  luarry,  it  shaM 
be  a  man  whose  superior  tafenta  atnd  undetstau4ing  givf 
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him  a  title  to  govern  me;  not  one  whom  I  should  wish  to 
govern* 

Do  not  ima^ne,  my  dear  Lady  Diana,  that  I  am  going 
to  add,  ^  having  found  all  the  qualities  I  admire  in  Mr. 
.Mordaunt^  I  am  resolved  to  aoeept  of  him.*  No ;  all  I 
resolve  is^  to  give  htm  no  definitive  answer  until  I  have 
seen  and  conversed  with  you:  I  only  beg  that  you  will 
allow  yourself  to  eonsid^  whether  you  have  not  received 
prejudices  against  that  gentleman ;  and  that  you  wilt  al- 
low him,  also,  to  see  and  converse  with  you  on  his  return 
to  L<Hidon ;  after  which,  I  hcfe  to  act  with  your  appro- 
bation, whatever  determination  I  may  come  to. 

'Miss.Proctor  has  been  detained  here  longer  than  wito 
intended ;  but  I  am  to  acecmipany  her  to  her  father^s  the 
day  after  to-morrow.  Mr.  Mordaunt  attends  us.  I  could 
not  object  to  this ;  it  would  have  seemed  particular.  ^The 
colonel  did  not  choose  to  quit  Juliet  for  two  or  three 
days ;  but  he  intends  to  follow  us  to  Heathfield,  and  ac- 
company me  back  to  Ashwood  i  soon  after  which  I  will 
set  out  for  the  Grove. 

Before  I  had  quite  finished  this  letter,  I  was  summoned 
by  Colonel  Sommers  to  take  a  walk.  Miss  Proctor  and 
Mr.  Mordaunt  were  of  the  party.  We  made  a  pretty 
long  excursion.  As  we  returned,  the  colonel  led  me  home 
by  a  path  different  from  what  was  taken  by  Miss  Proctor 
and  Mr,  Mordaunt.  The  colonel  took  this  opportunity 
of  enlarging  on  his  friend^s  good  qualities.  I  did  not 
know  before  that  he  was  so  very  eloquent.  Twill  not  re- 
peat all  he  said  ;  but  I  cannot  help  wishing  that  you  had 
heard  it.  You  would,^I  dare  say,  have  imputed  one-half 
to  the  partiality  of  friendship ;  but,  if  you  believed  the 
other,  it  would  remove  all  your  prejudices.  He  has  the 
reputation,  however,  of  adhering  very  strictly  to  truth. 
As  soon  as  we  entered  the  house,  I  went  to  my  own  cham- 
ber, to  finish  and  seal  this  letter.  Miss  Proctor  entered 
soon  after,  in  a  flurry.  She  told  me,  that  when  Mr.  Mor- 
daunt and  she  were  near  the  house,  she  stood  a  little,  ad<« 
miring  a  noble  oak  that  stands  alone,  without  the  gate. 
Twilight  had  begun.    On  turning  round,  she  saw  a  man 


Digitized  by 


Google 


MOEPAiniT*  541 

ftpprow^bilig,  whom  Ae  soon  reoognised  lo  be  my  bfother. 
She  immediatelj  B&zed  Mr.  Mordaunt^s  arm,  b^^ed  that 
he  would  aooompany  her,  and  hurried  with  him  within  the 
gate.  She  thinks  Mr.  Mordaunt,  though  he  seemed  a 
little  surprised  at  her  hurry,  did  not  obserre  what  hadoe* 
casidned  it  I  immediately  went  below,  with  a  view  to 
meet  my  brother.  Finding  that  he  had  not  entered  the 
house,  I  went  to  the  gate,  and  afterwards  to  the  oak  tree, 
where  I  stood  for  some  time;  but  he  did  not  appear. 
When  I  returned  to  my  apartment,  I  found  Miss  Proctor 
in  great  agitation.  She  dreaded  some  violent  scene  be« 
tween  my  brother  and  me.  It  is  clear  that  hejurks  some** 
where  in  this  neighbourhood,  watching  an  opportunity  of 
apeaking  to  her.  I  am  sorry  to  perceive  that  he  still  has 
too  strong  a  hold  of  the  lovely  girPs  affection.  I  have 
prevuled  on  her,  however,  to  agree  to  our  setting  out 
early  to-morrow,  instead  of  the  day  after,  for  Heathfield. 
I  am  impatient  to  see  her  safe  in  her  father^s  house.  My 
next  will  be  from  thence.  I  remain  ever  aieotionately 
your 

H.  CLXFFORIK 


LETTER  CXIII. 
Lord  Mokdaunt  to  the  Hon.  John  Mordaitnt. 

LondoH* 

I  coKCRATULATE  you  most  cordially,  my  dear  Jack,  on 
the  footing  you  are.  with  your  beloved.  It  is  clear  to  me 
she  intends  to  be  yours.  No  woman  of  her  sense  and  can-? 
dour  would  have  given  such  playful  answers  to  the  serious 
declarations  you  made.  When  a  woman  is  determined  to 
answer  in  the  a£5rniative  at  last,  she  may  be  allowed  to  a* 
muse  herself,  and  tease  her  lover  a  little,  with  half-nega- 
tives; but  if  she  means  to  refuse  him  finally,  she  has  no 
right  to  indulge  herself  in  that  kind  of  pastime.  And  this 
young  lady  is  not  the  Miss  Clifford  I  take  her  for,  and 
whom  I  shall  glory  in  calling  my  sister,  if  she  is  not  far 
above  attempting  it.    That  you  are  in  possession  of  her 
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iiii  bot  iDitxiolutely  Mate  tlmtytlu  will  hat«  the  mpptdba^ 
tiM  of  Lidy  Dtena  Frankib^  ra  whoM  ftimctsliip  Mm 
Cliflbrd  putft^  the  bi^e^t  Talae«  She  it  in  thit  tight  !«**«i 
to.be  th6  eele«t  Aiend  of  Lidf  Diitiia  Woldd  do  faonoof  t6 
My  wMntti^  Aifd  IB  oM  source  of  the  Terj  high  o{mrion  I 
Mtemin  of  the  tnierit  of  Mi«s  Hon^ia  Obl^*  That  a 
tiftMan  of  u>  ykty  meelleat  a  character  aft  her  ladyship 
iboold  be  $tispeeted  of  beiag  agaiaet  yoa^  my  good  Criend, 
Is  not  tery  mbch  to  yotir  tudiu  Howe? er,  its  I  am  peiu 
suaded  that  her<9ppontioiiy  if  she  really,  intends  any^  will 
not  be  insurmountable,  I  once  more  wish  you  joy. 

As  your  friend  Tracers  hardly  ever  writeS)  it  may  be 
necessary  that  I  should  tnibrm  you  what  has  kept  him  so 
kmg  fitom  you.  The  very  day  before  he  intended  to  set 
out  fbr  the  coIonePs)  Mr.  Plaintive  was  seined  witha  pleu^ 
tisy,  which  required  copious  and  frequent  bleedings,  blis* 
terings^  (be.  Travers  attended  him  with  the  most  aflbo. 
tionate  tenderness,  persuad^  him  to  dismiss  the  ostenta*. 
tious  trifler  whom  he  has  been  so  long  in  the  habit  of  con-> 
suiting  when  nothing  ailed  him,  and  to  put  himself  under 
the  care  of  a  practitioner|equaIly  distinguished  fbr  integrity 
and  professional  skill.  Ip  consequence  of  which,  the  most 
acute  and  dangerous  stage  of  his  complaint  is  now  happi- 
ly over;  but,  as  he  is  wtmderfully  weakened,  Travers 
told  mQ  that  he  could  not  think  of  leaving  him  till  h^ 
should  recover  his  strength  in  a  considerable  degree.  In 
the  meantime  he  spends  great  part  of  his  time  in  his  nu- 
cleus apartment.  When  I  called  the  olber  day  he  dcMfed 
to  see  me.  Travers  was  with  him.  « You  remember, 
lifiy  lord,*  said  Mr.  Plaintive,  *  how  great  an  enemy  my 
inephew  used  to  be  to  physicians;  yet  I  am  convinced 
ihat  he  has,  by  the  means  of  a  physician,  saved  my  life.^ 

« I  am  no  enemy  to  physicians,  my  dear  sir,*  repKed 
gravers ;  *  but  I  have  long  been  convinced  that,  though 
Some  people  consult  physicians  because  they  have  diseases, 
yet  there  are  others  who  have  diseases  because  they  con- 
Suit  physicians.  This  last  was  certainly  not  your  case  in 
your  late  complaint ;  but  now  as  thai,  I  thank  God,  is 
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Mlioived/  {  hopii  j^  urill  btv«  tiothitig  fkrtli^  t6  My  td 
fhtai^  imiil  ymi  hsve  M>me  real  diMftse,  whieh  it  b  almost 
kttpMiliie  you  toaii  ha^  for  half  a  dofsen  years  at  aoontat.^ 

«  What  ftiak«8  yoa  iaticy  sof 

« StoeyP  replied  TMiTete«  <  I  am  sure  of  it^  yMt 
last  oomplaiot  was  so  violent,  it  searched  and  ptu^lted 
your  ooastiiiltioti  so  thoroughly,  that  there  are  no  seeds 
left  from  which  any  disease  worth  minding  can  possibly 
qiting.  All  you  hate  to  do  is^  to  eat  wholesome  food^ 
take  moderate  exercise,  and  keep  cheerfel  company*^ 

Mr«  Plaintive  looked  at  me.  <  I  am  convinced  that 
Dr.  Trovers  is  in  the  right/  said  I ;  <  and  I  am  resolved 
to  fdlow  his  presoriptimi  myself.^ 

<  And  so  am  I,^  rejoined  Plaintive,  <  for  he  has  already 
done  me  more  good  than  all  the  doctors  I  have  hitherto 
put  my  trust  in.^ 

I  give  you  this  detail,  because  it  puts  Travers  in  a  new 
paint  of  view,  very  much  to  his  advantage ;  and  because 
it  will  affinrd  you  pleasure  to  btf  assured  that  he  is  on  the 
bast  footing  possible  with  his  uncle ;  for  X  have  long  ob« 
served  Aat  you  are  more  solicitous  about  his  fortune  than 
be  is  himsdf.     I  remain,  very  affectionately,  yours, 

HORDAUNT. 


LETTEII  CXIV. 
Lady  Diana  Franklin  to  Miss  HoaAtiA  ClifforH. 

MY  DiAR  HORATIA,  Grovt, 

I  WAS  informed  of  Mr.  MordaunOs  proposal  even  before 
I  received  your  last  letter.  Lord  Mordaunt  has  been  with 
me*  He  came  from  London  on  purpose  to  give  me  the 
infcmnation ;  assuring  me,  at  the  same  time,  that  nothing 
would  malce  him,  and  many  of  the  relations  of  his  family, 
ito  happy  as  your  acceptance  of  his  brother's  hand*  He 
added,  that  he  knew  the  influence  I  had  with  you ;  and, 
in  the  most  polite  and  earnest  manner,  begged  that  I 
would  use  it  in  favour  of  his  brother. 

I  need  not  tell  you,  my  dear,  for  you  have  long  per- 
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wived  kf  that,  notwithstradtii;^  the  h^  opituon  I  en- 
tertain of  that  ^entleinan^s  aoeonpUshiiients  amd  meiil,  I 
was  impressed  with  the  opinioQ  that  you  had  a  jvobafaUi* 
ty  of  passing  a  more  tranquil  and  ha|^y  life  as  the.  wife 
of  a  husband  of  a  character  in  some  respects  different  fiom 
Mr.  Mordaunt's. 

After  thanking  his  lordship  for  the  honour  he  had  done 
me  by  his  visit,  I  said,  <  whatever  ii^u^ice  my  long 
friendship  with  your  parents^  and  your  own  partiaUty, 
might  incline  you  to  allow  me,  I  should  be  cautious  of 
uung  it  in  an  a&ir  of  this  nature,  espedally  as  I  was 
fully  convinced,  and  I  believed  your  nearest  .relaticnus 
were  of  the  same  opinion^  that  you  yourself  were  by  far 
the  most  competent  judge/ 

His  lordship  began  to  hint  something  respecting  fbr« 
tune  and  terms,  particularly  what  he  himself  was  inclined 
to  do.  I  interrupted  him,  saying,  <  that  it  was  not  ne- 
cessary for  his  lordship  to  enter  at  all  into  that  subject; 
because  I  knew  enough  of  your  disposition  to  be  convin- 
ced that  what  he  aimed  at  would  neither  be  promoted  nor 
retarded  by  considerations  of  that  nature.^  I  own^  my 
dear,  that,  when  I  began  this  epistle,  my  intention  was 
to  have  stated  certain  considerations  which  I  thought  of 
more  importance  to  your  happiness  than  those  which  I 
prevented  his  lordship  from  entering  into,  and  which  I 
wished  you  very  seriously  to  reflect  upon  before  you  gave 
a  decided  answer  to  Mr.  Mordaunt ;  but  I  have  just  re- 
ceived your  letter,  which  proves  that  you.  have  reflected 
on  that  sufficiently  already ;  and  I  have  no  longer  any 
hesitation  in  advising  you  to  accept  of  that  gentleman^s 
pi^posal.  It  must  be  acknowledged,  that,  in  the  whole 
of  his  conduct  towards  you,  he  has  behaved  with  delicacy, 
honour,  and  integrity*  He  has  never  risked^^  word  or 
action  that  could  offend  a  woman  of  sense  and  virtue. 
This  is  a  stronger  proof  of  genuine  love,  in  a  man  of  his 
free  character,  than  it  would  be  in  one  of  stricter  man- 
ners. In  short,  my  dear,  I  am  convinced  that,  he  loves 
and  esteems  you  as  he  ought ;  and  you  own  that  he  has 
same  hold  of  your  heart.     Yes,  my  dear,  he  certainly  has 
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some  hold  of  it:  and  I  am  clear  that  he  will  always  keep 
hii^  hold.  Wiiat  is  next  to  be  done,,  dierdbre  i  Why, 
you- mint  determine  to  give  him  your  band,  and. engage 
tO'love^  honour,  and  obey  him,  die  rest  of  your  Iife.-**It 
must  be  so,  my  dear;  there  is  no  altematiTe  for  you. 
When  you  return  from  Heathfield  to  Ashwood,  you  will 
acquaint  Mrs.  Sommers  that  this  is  my  advice*  As  soon 
as  I  know  of  your  having  done  so,  I  should  like  to  have 
tile  pleasure  of  communicating  it  to  Lord  Mordaunt ; 
who,  I  believe,  }<eft  me  with  the  impression,  that  I  did 
-not  much  approve  of  the  alliance.-  I  have  a  high. esteem 
fer  his  lordship,  and  am  impatient  to  be  re«established  in 
his  good  graces,  which  I  am  persuaded  this  intdligence 
will  accomplish. 

You  will  forgive  me,  iny  dear  Horatia,  for  not  being 
of  those  sentiments  sooner.  Old  maids  are  apt  to  be  prud- 
ish ;  l>ut  you  will  see  that  I  shall  love  -Mr.  Mordaunt  as 
much  as  I  always  admired  him,  when  I  witness,  as  I  am 
persuaded  I  shall,  that  he  makes  the  best  of  wives  the 
haf^est.     Heaven  bless  you  ! 

B.  FRAKKLIN. 


LETTER  CXV. 

Colonel  Sommebs  to  Lord  Mordaunt. 

Heathfield. 

In  the  hurried  letter*  I  wrote  immediately  after  my  ar- 
rival at  this  place,  I  had  time  only  to  assure  your  lord- 
ship, that  no  fatal  effect  had  happened  in  consequence  of 
the  unlucky  incident ;  and  that,  at  all  events,  your  bro- 
ther would  be  found  entirely  blameless.  I  was  happy  to 
be  able  to  give  you  those  assurances  directly,  to  prevent 
your  being  too  much  alarmed  by  the  exaggerated  and 
false  rumours  that  are  generally  spread  on  such  occasions. 
I  now  write  better  informed,  and  at  more  leisure.  Miss 
Proctor  had  been  staying  for  a  considerable  time  at  my 
*  Tile  letter  here  elluded  to  is  omitted. 
VOL,-V«,  2  M 
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ifa# MotafMuiiodl);  Mis^  Cliibi4  mi  Mr*  Mfnt^kmU  I 
imjpdttd.  to^^Q  to  Mv,  Frgttor't  A  femF  da/i  irflt^  .wd  M- 
tiurii  with  mj.  friend  MordMAt        •  < 

.  Yjour  binther  bad  infomed  Mrs,  Sovimem  »n4  we  'of 
iiis  piMion  fiir  llias  OifaTd.  lodacd  we  hwA  b»li)  ehr 
lenred It^  befinx begi^Te  ua  thfit  ittfarvuitioti.  We  Yeve 
equally  persuaded  that  the  young  kdjr  enlertaioed  ^  pai> 
lialily  fiw  him,  and  gneatly  vejpacod  wb^i^  he  told  u^  that 
yonr  Joii^dihip  afiptoyeA  ot  the  aentiveBts  he  eberisfar 
cd.fiuf  her/  Mrs.  Somnieni  yfm  peculiarly  delighted  wkk 
tfae|dea  at  aeebg  the  cooipaDion  of  her  ynuth,  the  ^ieail 
she  esteemed  above  all  other  wmnen,  united .  to  the  most 
intiniate^  and  ipost  honom^  friend  of  her  httsbaad* 

Fraught  imth  those  ]^ea8ifig.hQpes»  Mrs.  SomasttrB  and 
i  ivttre  dbcDursing  together,  vheii  I  received  a  letter  by 
express  f<»m  Mr*  Fxoctoxs  req^uiring  my  iinniedtati»  atr 
tendance  at  Heathfield,  on  a  business  of  importaooe. 

The  detail  I  shall  now  gWe  your  lordship  is  in  ccmsov 
quence  of  a  very  careful  investigation  of  all  the  circum- 
stances. 

I  believe  your  lordship  knows  that  Mr.  Clifford,  though 
possessed  of  several  estimsbie  qualities  and  accomplish, 
ments,  ia  of  a  fiery  and  in^petuous  temper,  whioH,  at  dif- 
ferent periods  of  his  life,  has  involved  him  in  dangers  and 
difficulties,  and  sometimes  has  nearly  proved  fatal  to  him- 
self 09  qthers.  The  affair  be  had  with  your  br^tb^r,  in 
Germany,  was  of  this  natiure.  Mr.Mordiiunt  iaaaen-f 
tirely  free  from  Uame  on  this  occasion  a^  be  was  m  that, 
which  tbre^ened  very  dreadful  eopsfsquenoes.  The  re* 
oollectxon  of  how  much  he  was  to  blame  in  ^bata^EEUf 
might  have  rendered  Mr*  Cli$>rd  mote  curcumspe^  gq 
the  present  occasion ;  but,  by  a  strange  fatality,,  it  hf4  a 
different  effect.  Previous  to  his  leaving  XiOndon,  b^  ba4 
a  disagreement  with  his  sister,  on  a  .su^)|3ct  wil;h  whi(^  I 
jfi^ncy  your  lordship  is  in  some  degree  acquai«tM«^  H? 
came  to  the  oouniry  with  uii£»YPWrab(i^  impressions  of 
your  brother.    An  incident  that  occurred  at  my:  hQV&§  in- 
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timmA  ttiftd  to  a  raMoiow  d«gMe  $  thougll,  tiU  bi  tak* 
en  tbe  ttoaUe  to  examki*  the  oa^  and  weigh  tfat  dto* 
cumstanoes  with  coolness,  he  Would  have  seen^  that  those 
wimh  his  ditftiirbed  inMgiiiialoA  imputed  to  dedgti,  wete 
aeoideiital* 

Mjp.  Clifibrd  was  dittraetedly  fend  of  Min  Proctor. 
liSicve  it  fotton  to.belie?o  die  did  not  dkcimi«a|gd  Us  pas*- 
ston.  When  hia  sitter  irtived  at  my  houat,  jAe  ditooveiw 
ed  that  there  was  a  eorrctpondenoe  between  them,  whidi 
she  thought  might  prove  dangerous  to  her  young  Iriend ; 
and,  therefore,  prevailed  on  her  to  break  it  oft  This  ex- 
o^MHrted  ClifiRiml  mcnre  thftn  ever  againet  h»  tist^,  who^ 
he  imagined,  bad  iofeerfered  at  the  instigation  of  Mr.  Mop- 
daunt,  whom  he  suspected  to  be  fond  of  Miss  Procton 
And  he  also  imputed  her  sudden  coldness  to  himself  to  a 
rising  pMsion  for  your  brother.  All  those  loose  and  in- 
coherent conjectures  his  irritated  and  jealou&i  imaginataon 
linked  together  into  a  chain  of  probiibUity,  which  acqmr-. 
ed  additional  strwigth  when  he  heard  that  Miss  Clifford 
had  conducted  Miat  Proctor  to  her  feither^s^  acoompa^ed 
by  your  brother.  ' 

When  be  was  ruminating  on  these  incidents,  a  letter 
was  delivered  to  him,  which  seemed  to  agitate  him  in  a 
violent  degree.  He  wrote  to  your  brother,  desiring  an 
kiterview  with  him  at  a  place  which  he  mentioned.  He 
sent  this  letter  by  his  servant,  who  is  now  here,  and  from 
whom  I  learnt  tbts  and  other  cireumstanees.  Who  the 
letter  was  from,  the  servant  has  no  knowledge  nor  sutpi« 
cion ;  but  it  it  clear,  from  the  eflbct  it  produced  on  Mr. 
Clifford,  that  the  import  of  it  was  to  irritate  him  i^nst 
your  brotlier ;  and  very  probably  it  is  the  production  of 
an  inveterate  enemy  of  both. 

This  letter  wat  delivered  to  Mr.  Mordaunt  ata^titne 
when  his  mind  was  so  much  oecupied  with  the  charms  of 
Miss  CUfferd,  that  he  was  not  struck  with  the  styles 
,  vfbicfa^  at  smother  time,  he  would  probably  have  been ; 
and  he  fbuad  himself  ao  agreeably  engaged,  that  he  couid 
not  think  of  leaving  his  company.     He  therefore  answer* 
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edt  *  ibat  Jid  wished  rthe  meeting  to  be  postponed  to  some 
future  day,  unless  Mr*  Clifford  could  oonvaii^itlj  oome 
toHeathiield; 

The  jaundiced  eje  of  Mfr  Cliffovd  viewed  this  as  a  new- 
insult;  he  loaded  his  pistols,  mounted  his  horse,  and  rdc|e 
to  Mr.  Proctor^s*  He  asked  for  Mn  Moydauntii  and,  be- 
ing told  that  he  was  with  Miss  Proctor,  he  desired  to  be 
shown  into  his  i^rtment,  and  that  Mr^  Mordaunt  might 
be  informed:  *  that  a  gentleman  wished  to  ^eak  with 
him; 

As  soon  as  your  ixother  entered  the  room^  Mr.  Cliffiird* 
bolted  the  door,  pulled  two  pistols  out  of  his  pocket,  laid 
them  on  the  table,  and  said,—- <  They  are  both  loaded,  sir  ; 
ti^ke  your  choice,  and  let  me  have  immediate  satisfaction.^. 

*  Satisfaction  for  what  ?' 

*  You  well  know  tor  what,  sin  Ckmie,  ^,  which  do 
you  choose  ?^ 

*  I  choose  neither.' 

<  By  God,  sir,  you  shall  take  one.^-— So  saying,  Mr. 
Clifford  took  up  one  of  the  pistols,  and  went  to  the  wall, 
desiring  your  brother  to  do  the  same,  that  as  soon  as  he 
should  pronounce  he  was  ready,  they  might  fire  together.** 

<  Mr.  Clifford,^  said  your  brother,  ^  you  are  one  of  the 
last  men  on  earth  against  whom  I  would  fire  a  pistol.^ 

f  That  won''t  do,  sir. — By  heaven  !  one  or  other  of  us 
shall  not  go  alive  out  of  this  room/ . 

*  You  ought  to  recollect  that  you  were  under  some 
such  mistake  as  this  once  before.** 

<  I  do  recollect  all  I  owe  you,  ^r,  imd  am  oome  to 
settle  the  account/ 

<  You  have  been  deceiv^  by  some  villain,  Mr.  Clif- 
ford.' 

<  I  know  I  have.-*D<— n  you,  sir,  take  the  pistol.«— 
We  shall  be  interrupted,'  added  he,  hearing  some  noise 
at  the  door ;  then,  advancing  to  the  table,  and  taking  up 
the  pistol  which  still  lay  upon  it,  he  held  it  with  the  but- 
end  to  Mr.  Mordaunt,  saying,—-^  Take  the  {Hstol,  sir,  and 
retire  to  the  wall,  as  I  shall ;  for,  by  heavens  !  I  am  not 
to  be  talked  from'  my  purpose,' 
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*  Not  am  I  to  be  buHied  from  mine,'  repfied  your  bro- 
ther. 

*  Sir,  I  am  deterained  to  have  satisfaction^^  cried  Mr. 
Clifford  vith  fury,  and  strildng  tlie  table  with  the  pistol ; 
— at  that  inirtant  it  w«Qt  off,  and  shot  him  through  the 
body. 

The  company  in  the  pariour  had  been  informed,  a£ber 
Ifr.  Mordaiint  left  them,  that  it  was  !Mr.  Clifford  who* 
had  sent  for  him.  This  disturbed  the  two  ladiies.  Mr. 
Proctor  asked  wherefoi*e  they  seemed  agitated ;  but,  be* ' 
fore  they  could  give  any  explanation,  the  report  of  the 
pistol  was  heard.  The  women  screamed,  and  Mr.  Proc- 
tor rushed  to  the  room  where  the  gentlemen  were.  Some 
servants  had  already  burst  into  it.  Mr.  Clifford  lay  on 
the  flooiw-a  considerable  vessel  was  tomi^-*he  bled  pro- 
fusely. 

Miss  Clifford's  maid  having  looked  in,  and  seen  him  in 
that  state,  exclaimed,  as  she  returned,— <  Aks !  he  is 
dead.' 

<  Who?'  said  Miss  Clifford,  who  advanced  pale  and 
trembling  through  the  passage. 

The  maid,  perceiving  the  situation  in  which  her  mis- 
tress was,  and  dreading  that  it  would  overpower  her  en* 
tirely  to  be  told  at  once  that  it  was  her  brother,  sofUy  an- 
swered,—-Ifr.  Mm'dautU* 

.  Miss  Clifford's  limbs  failed  her  :  she  was  supported 
fipom  falling  by  her  maid,  and  carried,  in  a  state  of  insens- 
ilnlity,  to  her  chamber. 

Mr.  Clifford  also  fainted,  from  loss  of  blood,  as  he  was 
carried  to  his  bed.  A  surgeon  had  been  found  immedi- 
ately ;— Jiis  report  was  unfavourable. 

When  Miss  Clifford  recovered  her  senses,  she  desired 
to  speak  with  lUr.  Proctor.  She  laid  hold  of  his  hand, 
and  said, — *  I  hope  you  have  allowed  the  unhappy  man 
to  escape.' 

'  He  refuses  to  escape,'  re{^ied  Mr.  Proctor ;  <  and  ear- 
nestly entreats  that  he  may  be  permitted  to  see 'you.' 

*  Oh!  no,  no ;.— -never,  never.  Let  him  escape ;^et 
him  fly.' 
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^  Hededbrtf  hhiMeirtobeiiMl  tinlbrtiiiiAlB^  Mt  tei 
serts  hb  innocence.* 

.  t  Itaboeiiisttl  HyCvodr  eoQcfaiiiMd ahl.  ^Ildb^ridt 
ooBie  hither  ?w«Did  he  not  twflBi  &  ni6iBagQ?U^li«s  ke  wt 
iBQidii-- -«*ll  Oh».cb«dfiill-^Haih«mtkiHai&6iilost 
generous,  the  most  accomplished,  the  most  spirited,  of  llie' 
British,  ycMsdk  B»ary  ^cc^  esneiy  hearii,  will  be  i^aidst 
his  a8siis»«*^  Qh.!  I  know  iiot  irfiaA;!  lay^^^JDesr,  goaol 
Mr*  Prodsor^  persuade  tin  iaA>.  the  vretdbcd  vMtn^  to  il^ 
dimctly.* 

Your  brother,  with  the  sHrgeeit ,  had  conle  to  die  deev 
of  theroam  mA  Mr,  Pyeolor^  buft  stoodi  iv^owfr  uliw, 
that  gentlenan  entered*  They  had  beard  what  hnak  paae.* 
ed :  bet  Mr.  Mordaunt,  harrieg  misitaikent  the  ieapiiat  of 
Mi89  Cliffi>Ed*»  words,  couU  vesteda  hiMtsrif  no-  lengerv 
He  entered ;  and,  addressing  himself  to  her,  who  satt  en 
the  bedy  said,f-«<  I  am,  indeed,  wnetehedV  madam;  but 
wretehed  bgr  an-  acddent  of  which  I.  am.  guillfes^  I  sent 
no  messa^.  The  last  man  I  could  have  thought  of  iis^- 
jnring  is  the  brother  of  M^s  Cliiferd;  the  person  on 
earth  most  solicitous  for  his  recovery  ia  myiself.  Bnt^ 
wbaleirer.  happens^  whatever  appearances  may  be  against 
me,  I  will  net  fly ;  that,  perhaps,,  is  the  only  thb^  yoa 
could  ejuct^  that  I  would  not  coiafdy  witb.  Vl^ht  or' 
concealment  are  measures  I  never  will  adopt ;  they  gm 
the  MBpffessioii.  of  guilt,*-^!  am  conscious  ef  innoeence. 
Whether  that  can  be  made  clear  to  tbeeye  of  law,  I  know 
not ;  but  I  will  ^bide  the  trial,  and  kave  the  issue  to* 
Potrndenee.^ 

Misa  CItfibrd  was  transfocsl  with  aihaasement  wMe  your 
brother  spoke.  Fromstaring  at  hinv  she  turned  her  eyes, 
with  a  look  of  wildneaa^  tc^Mr^  Proctor,,  and  cMihcte  pre- 
sent, sayuig,^^f  What  does^this  as^aP-^as  not  then» 
been  murder  ?•— Wbp.  b  d!sad  ?^ 

^  Be  compose^,  my  d^ar  young  lady,^  said  Mp*  Ffws*- 
tor :  ^  nobody  is  dead^  Yoer  brother  has  bem  wounded, 
biit  IS  not  dead;  perhepa  he  ma^  r^povey^  tHwe  stilt  es^ 
liopes; 

f  My  Ibrother  V  exclaimed  she* 
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«  Yet,'  x>6jdine<I  Bth-  Pi'^itetdi';  <  I  J^ugH^  foii  bad 
t^iibWiK  tBaE  it  Was  jrrnir  brdtHfe^  wH6  iras  Wrailded ;  yoiff 
^i^eat  ^kf  fcohvhieed  tn^  ihai  yoif  l^aew  it  was  Him  2  Hiii 
p6fha.p^  ^tyti  ha^e  been  uidei  a  mistaJ^e.^ 

l%e'  snrg^M  ^rdm  wkdni  I  ^ild  ttrk  aietoiltit  said^ 
<  Tbat  Miss  diffordV  fte&«  Which  tiras  befoire  remarlLabiy 
^ale,  beeato^  of  a  erinilsbn  Ime ;  iwrhite  h€t  ^^f  that  had 
been  fixed  on  Mr.  Proctor,  were  thrown  <{oMrfi»  Bat  he^' 
Withcfat  attejldmg  i6  her  tofi^dsibii^  added,*-^^  Peihaps 
jotr  thought  thae  he  had  killed  6t  WMhded  Mr^  Mor^ 

AH  thit»  observiitiori  'iti^  GJiSbvd  thi>eW  her  fkc&  oil  tbfe 
pillow.  Your  brother  stepped  ,out  of  the  room.  -  ^Ifh^ 
j^fg^tfH  iaid,-i-<  As  the  ^otmg  hdy  deehis  iodisj^sed,  ihe 
)iid  b^tbe  lea  idAtoef;^  Md  iitifticf^ait^ly  Witbdre^ir  MMi 
Mr.  Ftoctor^ 

For  soiAe  holxrs  aft^  this^-  nobody  it^as  adaiittied  in%a 
Miss  Clsfibrd'a  chamber^  tbottgh  Hi^  seflbt  h^  mUd  #fth 
frequent  inquiries  conoerning  the  stiti  bt  her  brotlier  ;^ 
ted  afterwards  desired  to  0ee  thk  mirg^iuy  hitoiself^  who^ 
has  the  reput^ion  of  being  a-  mkii  Knf  greai  ptofessiomd 
i^ill,-^  and  is  certainly  a  mi^n  of  excellent  sense*  As  he 
^pidke  dubiously  respecting  hi»  pietiehfs  recovery,  sha 
hiftfed,  not  without  embarrassment,  that  she  Was  surpftis^ 
ed  that  he  did  hoi  persuade  Mir.  Mordaant  tc^  Withdraw. 
I'he^urgeon  said,— <  fFhat  he  believed  the  cireun]f3<anceSf 
of  the  case  were  not  fnHy  understood  ^  but  be  plainly  saW' 
that  MjT.  Mordaunt  would  not  conceal  himself/  The 
young'lady  remained  silent,  and  seemed  in  deep  reflec- 
tion  a  considerable  time ;  after  which  she  suddenly  rous- 
.ed  herself,  as  if  front  A  dr^atoj  and  asi^  after  her  friend 
Miss  Frpctor.  She  was  told,  <  that  this  young  lady  was 
in  the  utmost  affliction,  and  unable  to  leave  her  bedrcham- 
ber/ 

The  jMMount  I  ha^  given  of  the^  ehtuittstenpes  that 
passed  (eilween  your  brother  and  Mr.  Giiffistd,  before  any 
other  f^son  entered  the  room,  I  had  from  Mr.  Mordaunt^ 
Himself.  To  ev^ry  persony  thoroughly  acquaiiilied  with 
hfk  diHrJiotery  the  asicoaiit  h^  gives  will  oonv«y  as  muck 
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fiSJl  MOBVAUNT« 

certainty  as  if  tfarey  had  witaeaied  the  whole-scene.  -  A«  I 
wished  him  to  withdraw,  however,  and  remain  concealed 
till  Mr.  Clifford's  fate  should  be  known,  I  put  him  in 
mind  that  his  own  account  of  the  transaction  would  have 
little  weight  in  a  court  of  justice.—'  I  know  it,'  replied 
he ;  '  but  it  will  have  weight  with  my  friends ;  and^  at 
all  events,  I  never  will  withdraw  or  conceal  myself  for  a 
single  moment.' 

Your  lordship  will  make  Lady  Dima  Franklin  asd 
Mr.  Damley  acquainted  with  the  whole,  or  as  much  of 
this  detail  as  you  judge  proper.  Miss  Clifford  was  dis- 
posed to  have  written  to  them,  but  found  herself  inca* 
pable. 

I  need  hardly  tell  your  lordship  how  very  sincerely  ^I 
Sympathize  with  you  on  an  event  which  obscures  and  reiu 
ders  dubious  so  fiur  and  promising  a  prospect  of  happi- 
ness. I,  as  well  as  y'out  lordship,  had  long  regretted  my 
friend's  prejudice  against  marriage.  We  both  rgoiced  in 
the  hope  of  seeing  it  removed,  by  his  umon  with  one  of 
the  most  accomplished,  fmd,  in  every  respect,  one  of  the 
most  agreeable  women  in  England. 

As  the  surgeon  was  again  expected,  I  kept  this  letter 
ensealed  until  his  arrival,  in  the  hope  that  his  prognos.*. 
tic  would  be  more  favourable  than  formerly .-^-1  have  just 
seen  him  ;  and  should,  with  greiit  pleasure,  lu|rve  sent  the 
news  to  your  lordship,  had  my  wishes  be^n  g^at^fi^  I 
am,  my  lord,  your  mos(  obedieptj^  humble  servant, 

^ICHARJI  gOMMKa^ 


L^iTTER  CXyi. 

Miss  Horatia  Cliffoud  to  Lady  Diana  Franklin. 

BetlhJUU. 
Oh  !  my  dear  La^Iy  Diapa,  what  a  dreadful  inddent  !— 
Colonel  Sommers  assures  me  that  you  know  all  the  par* 
ticulars.— How  impatient  was  I  for  my  brother's  return 
to  £nglahd  !— -Rash,  headstrong  man  1  he  woiUd  not 
listen  to.  the  ypice  of  truth  wd  reason.— 'Nobody  was  to 
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blame  but  himself.— It  was  all  owing  to  his  rashness.-— 
Be  8ure»  my  dear  Lady  Diana,  to  convince  my  aunt,  and, 
above  all,  Mr.  Darnley,  of  this. 

My  last  letter  betrayed  my  whole  heart.  What  levity, 
you  nlust  think,  to  be  so  captivated  with  any  person  on 
so  short  an  acquaintance !  Yet  much  had  I  heard  of 
him.    It  was  said,  that,  like  Harry  Percy, 

*  He  was  the  mark  and  glass,  copy  and  book, 

That  fasfaioued  others.*  *    - 

Even  my  dear  father  had  contributed  to  give  me  a  high 
idea  of  Mr.  Mordaunt.  On  his  name  being  mentioned, 
I  once  heard  him  say, — '  There  is  something  striking  in 
that  young  fellow  :  though  be  leads  the  fashion,  he  is  no 
coxcomb.  Though  men  love  those  who  admire  them, 
more  than  those  they  adniire,  yet  he  is  generally  liked ; 
and,  though  often  at  court,  he  can  neither  smile  without 
being  pleased,  nor  caress  without  affection.  At  his  time 
of  life  it  is  not  surprising  that  he  should  sacrifice  a  little 
to  vanity,  and  seem  pleased  with  the  distinctions  of  dress 
and  equipage ;  but  his  mind  was  formed  for  more  vigor* 
ous  and  more  generous  emotions^'* 

I  formed  a  very  pleasing  idea  of  the  person  .of  whom  I 
had  heard  set  much.  None  of  the  young  men  who  had 
professed  a  partiality  for  me  came  up  to  the  idea  I  had 
formed,.  From  the  daj  I  first  met  him  at  the  marchio- 
nessX  I  thought  Mr.  Mordaunt  did. — Indeed,  my  dear 
Lady  Diana,  I  never  intended  to  conceal  any  thing  from 
you ;  but  could  I  inform  you  of  a  chimera,  which  I  was 
ashamed  of  having  indulged?  My  letter  discovered 
more  than  I  myself  knew.  Now  it  is  knowp  to  the  sur* 
geon,  to  Mr.  Proctor,  to— every  one.  There  was  a  false 
report— it  was  thought  that  Mr.  Mordaunt  was  killed. 
It  was  natural  that  I  should  be  much  affected.  He  was 
most  averse  tq  injure  my  brother.  He  had  borne  insult 
calmly :  but  I  did  not  knqw  that  circumstance  then. — No, 
no,  it  c|nnot  be  concealed.  They  must  all 'have  observe^ 
that  I  ^as  more  violently  affected  wheii  I  thought  that 

*  Shakespeare. 
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my  brothet  hdd  lill^  him,  thati  wb^n  t  #a&  told  ih4 
Crutli*— Alas  f  my  de^  tu^y  l^iatia,  the  tebund  is  mot^ 
tal.  I  see  plainly  the  surgeoti  thitiki  so.  Mh  Motdauiit 
wiil  be  considered  by  the  vfoflA  ad  fai^  inu^deret :  this 
raises  an  unsurmountable  bslrri^t^  I  kii6#  tfad  Mi^tftli  H 
mistaken— =-1  know  I  h&te  more'  feasoh  td  Esteem  fh&t 
gentleman  than  evet  i  becadse  h^  nev^fg^lVe'  6uch  a  ptobf 
of  his  regard  for  me'^  as  by  the  f6rbeardiiee  ichd  command 
of  temper  he  manifested  in  the  afiuir  with  my  brother. 

But  there  is  lio  Jxroof  of  thisforbearauce  b<if  Hi^cNnt 
/feclaration. 

Alas!  the  declarlttioif  df  9  miLfi  of  sMct  tioitiolif,  0h6 
i^ho  wotild  not  stoop  to  the  n^eanneis  of  falsehodd,*  ereri 
to  save  his  Frfe,  will  not  be  truly  estimated  by  thdse  #fed 
make  false  or  ev;5i6iye  depfirations  to  serve  every  ptirpc^ 
of  convemency. 

The  migority  of  the  Urorld  inR  nevet  be  ebn^iiic^d, 
therefore,  that  he  did  not  fire  the  pistol  i  fttt  l^sj  that  her 
nete^  took  it  into  his  hanid :  of  course  he  will  be  coii£i 
dered  as  the  killer,  if  not  the  mirrderer,  at  HAt.  Cliflforf.— .f 
Can  his  sister,  the  person  who  succeeds  to  his  estate,  evei' 
become  the  wife  of  the  matt  who-^-Oh,  horriMe  f— *-who^  is 
looked  on  as  his  assassin  f 

To  avoid  thp  censure  ot  r^pi^oaches  of  tlh6  world,  I 
iCouId  not  be  induced  to  commit  a  critne ;  but  a  sacnficcf 
of  this  nature  I  cannot  help  considering  as^a  duty  .•'—Pray, 
ijiy  dearest  Lady  Diana,  write— I  entreat  you  write— adr 
f  ise  me :  I  will  do  wh^^tever  you  advise.  Yon  cannot 
imagine  how  very  miserable  I  am.-^I  was  calkd  to'  Wilr' 
Ihtffl  just  now :  he  looks"  tis  pale  ^S'  if  he  were  aetuaRy 
(dead ;  and  stilf  t  think  he  cannot  recover.  Poor  WtT- 
li«m !— No :  Acvpr,  never,  sb^  I  be  tjte  ^ife  (fi  Mf.  M6t^ 

They  thought  William  wished  to  spe&k  to  nte.  Whfen 
I  came  to  his  bed-dde,  he  began  to  slUrmber,  Adren,  my' 
dear  ]Lady  Diana ! 
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LETTER  CXVH* 

Colonel  Somm^jks  to  Loed  Mobdaukt,  . 

IToo  jibdged  i%bt,  ttty  lord  (  tb^  favourable  mqconota  ia 
my  three  last  sbort  letters*  were  really  written  under  aii. 
appsehmisidn  tlKlt  I  abould  be  obliged  to  rettdct  tbem. 
This  Aiadottraged  aae  from-  eatering  into  atiy  detail  I 
have  DO  suidi  apprehenaion  w$m  t  the  is^prgeon  speaM  with 
Goi^denee  of  Mr.  Clifford'^s  recovery ;  all  bop^^  of  whicby. 
tbe  direction  tbat,  he  supposed,  the  ball  had  takers,  and 
the  syttptoma  that  imiBedialely  followed^  almotii  entirdy 
eoEckidedk  The  most  akurming  symptoms  gradually  afaa^ 
ad  t  be  beeane  free  fitMn  feteir ;  but  still  seemed  so  la»^ 
guid^  that  I  delajred  writing  tery  eireumslaatiAllyy  tmul 
I  coitkL  write  with  certmity.  Mr.  Clifford  gave  no  ac«> 
oaaxA  of  the  trausictioa :  he  seemed'  disposed  to  niaintaiii 
a'j^oonly  kind  of  siktiee*  Few  questions  were  put  t^- 
faim.  The  surgecm  had  declared,  fhat  speakings  and 
whatever  increaeed  tbe  motioii  of  the  lungs,  was  impror 
f&»  Bui  be  had  some  idea  of  what  was  going  on  in  tbe 
family  from  the  whiepers  that  be  overheard  in  bis  bed* 
chamlj^rt  Those  which  iotesested  hjm  most  regarded 
Miss  Proctor.  He  learnt  that  she  had  been  greatly 
shocked  at  the  first  acoount  of  his  being  wounded,^  and 
that  she  was  still  in  violent  distress  on  his  aiccouatt  At 
ooe  time,  a  little  after  midnight,  when  he  was  (bought  Ut 
be  asleep,  he  beard  the  door  of  bis  room  gently  opened^ 
pind  very  particular  and  anxious  inijuiries  conf^rning  his 
health  made- from  the  nurse  who  sat  up  with  him :  be  i^e- 
iCbgmsedf  the  voice  of  Miss  F^odtor,  as  he  afterwards  tdd 
tbe  nurse,  who  thought  the  discovery  gave  him  very 

C  pleasure.    And,  as  the  favourable  turn  in  bis  easa> 
about  that  time,  she  is  qonviaced  that  it  was  wholly 
owing  to  it 

*  All  the  letters  wrilten  in  ike  intervia  between  Colonel  Sommers's  laet 
and  this  one  are  omitted.  They  turned  entirely  on  the  stjite  of  Mp.  Clifv 
^*i  Vfvand  aqd  biaithv 
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Th^  surgeon,  as  I  infonned  your  lordship,  is  a  man  of 
sense  and  discretion  He  has  known  Mr.  Clifford  since 
he  was  a  boy,  possesses  his  confidence,  and  has  consider- 
able influence  with  him.  When  he  found  his  patient  in 
so  promising  a  way,  he  asked  how  he  came  to  be  so  strong- 
ly convinced  that  Mr,  Mordaunt  had  acted  injuriously  to 
him. 

Mr.  Clifford,  by  way  of  answer,  took  from  his  pocket- 
book,,  which  lay  on  his  pillow,  the  letter  whidi  had  pro- 
duced  so  mudi  mischief,  and  desired^  the  surgeon  to 
read  it  I  have  since  seen  it:  there  is  no  name  sub- 
scribed. 

The  writer  affects  to  be  warmly  interdited  in  the  ho- 
nour of  Mr.  Clifford ;  expresses  surprise  that  he  seems  to 
be  unacquainted  with  the  artifices  of  a  certain  person  wbo 
had  lately  come  to  Ash  wood,  who  had  before  seduced  his 
mistress  from  him,  afterwards  transf^red  her  to  a  Bohe-f 
mian,  and  ever  since  laughed  at  his  credulity.  The  writ- 
er next  insinuates,  that  the  same  person  who  had  duped 
him  so  egregiously  in  Germany  had,  since  his  return  to 
England,  acquired  despotic  sway  over  the^  mind  of  Miss 
Clifford ;  that  it  was  through  his  influence  she  had  re- 
fused an  honourable,  and  most  advantageous,  marriage ; 
that  he  had  followed  her  to  the  North,  with  an  oalenta- 
tion  injurious  to  her  character;  and,  since  his  arrival 
there,  had,  from  sheer  vanity,  interposed  between  Mr* 
Clifford  and  a  woman  he  loved,  flattering  himself  with  a 
fresh  triumph,  and  that  he  had  influence  enough  with 
Miss  Clifford,  in  the  infatuated  state  of  her  mind,  to  ren- 
der her  subservient  to  his  views. 

The  surgeon,  who  was  in  a  very  different  state  of  mind 
from  what  Mr.  Clifibrd  had  been  in  when  he  received 
the  letter,  had  no  sooner  perused  it  than  he  exclaimed, 
^  Good  Heaven !  is  it  possible,  that,  deceived  by  such 
a  miserable  imposture  as  this,  you  should  have  risked 
putting  to  death  one  of  the  noblest  gentlemen  in  Eng- 
land ;  rendering  your  sister  miserable :  driving  a  lovely 
a^d  virtuous  girl  to  despair ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  ac- 
complishing the  wishes  of  some  vindictive  wret^j  wl^i. 
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holds  you  and  Mr.  Mordaunt  in  equal  detestation,  and 
whose  object  evidently  is  the  destruction  of  both  ?^ 

This  made  the  stronger  impression  on  Mr.  Clifford,  be- 
cause not  only  his  own  reflections,  since  he  had  had  time 
to  cool,  but  what  he  had  overheard  and  observed  during 
his  confinement,  already  suggested  to  him  that  there  was 
a  probability  of  his  having  acted  rashly. 

Before  he  could  make  any  reply  to  the  surgeon^s  ob- 
servations, Mr.  Proctor  entered^  and,  with  all  the  fervour 
and  rimplidty  of  that  benevolence  and  truth  which  belong 
to  his  character,  congratulated  Mr.  Clifford  on  the  fa- 
vourable account  he  had  received  from  the  nurse ;  <  which,* 
added  he,  addressing  the  surgeon,  <  I  hope  you,  sir,  will 
now  confirm,  by  declaring  your  patient  out  of  danger.'* 

To  this  the  surgeon  no  sooner  assented,  than  the  good 
man  exclaimed,  *  God  Almighty  be  praised  !^  Then  turn- 
ing to  Mr.  Clifford,  he  said,  *  You  cannot  imagine,  sir, 
how  very  deeply  both  my  daughter  and  I  have  been  affect- 
ed by  your  illness.  As  for  me,  this  was  naturally  to  be  ex- 
pected, on  account  of  the  great  respect  and  veneration  I 
have  for  the  memory  of  your  parents :  my  daughter'^s  con- 
cern is  as  easily  accounted  for  by  those  who  know  her  af- 
fection for  Miss  Horatia  Clifford,  whom  she  loves  as  a  sis- 
ter, and  far  better  than  some  sisters  of  my  acquaintance 
love  each  other.  I  will,  therefore,  be  myself  the  bearer  of 
the  joyful  tidings  of  your  being  out  of  danger;  which,  I 
am  sure,  will  make  my  dear  Mary  a  happy  woman.^ 

He  had  no  sooner  left  the  room,  than  Mr.  Clifford;  who 
had  been  much  affected,  turned  towards  the  window,  to 
conceal  the  tears  with  which  his  eyes  were  suddenly  filled. 
The  surgeon  observed  this^  and  withdrew. 

Miss  Clifford  meeting  him  in  the  passage,  said,  <  she 
hoped  all  her  brother'^s  good  symptoms  continued.**-—*  Not 
only  so,^  replied  the  surgeon,  *  but  I  have  just  observed 
a  new  one,  and  a  most  excellent  symptom  it  is.  Pray, 
my  good  lady*  do  you  go  and  make  the  most  of  it ;  you 
are  more  likely  to  turn  it  to  account  than  I  am.^  So  say. 
iDg,*he  left  her  abruptly.     Though  Miss  Clifford  did  not 
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iindentatid  wliiut  be  oieaul^  fbo  pioeeeded  ^Kr^ctty  ta  hoi 
brdther^$  apartment. 

She  could  not  b«ve  chosen  %  moife  f«vwt*#ble  moment 
for  the  fuceompltfliioeiit  of  bet  own  wUhe9 ;  for  she  fouQ4 
bim  meditfiting  on  tbo  dmrma  of  Mi99  Proctor,  filled  witb 
i«iii(9*se  for  bU  own  intended  perfidy^  and  fot  tbe  rashnese 
of  his  late  conduct* 

Meanwhile  the  surgeon  found  me  with  Mr«  Mofdaunt* 
He  bad  the  anonymous  letter  in  his  hand»  which  be 
abowed  us  direcUy^-p-*'  Some  pmm  baire  been  taken,'  swd 
your  brother,  ^  to  disguise  this  hand ;  but  I  know  it  not* 
withstanding.^-*-*  It  is  tbe  fabrication  of  calumny  and  mt^ 
lice,  in  conjunction  with  cowardice,  I  dare  swear,'  said  h 

^  It  is  the  work  of  a  woman,^  said  Mr*  Mordaunt* 

'  ^  Mnlitr  sapvifdnift  tun«  «tt« 
Cum  vtiinulos  odio  pudor  admovet.* 

<  What  surprises  me  is,  that  a  composition  such  as  thi% 
in  which  malignity  and  meanness  are  so  apparent,  should 
have  imposed  on  any  man  of  sense.^ 

«  Some  men  of  tolerable  good  aense  have  intolerably  bad 
temperSji  which  hurry  them  into  acts  of  fury  and  madness,* 
rejoined  the  surgeon* 

Your  brother  then  told  him,  ^  that  he  wished  to  speak 
to  his  patient,  as  soon  as  it  could  be  done  consistent  with 
bis  safety ;  that  what  he  had  to  say  would  probably  afford 
bim  satisfaction*^  '  In  that  case,^  said  the  surgeon,  *  the 
sooner  the  better*^  However,  finding  that  Miss  Clifford 
was  still  witb  her  brother,  be  afterwards  told  Mr..Mor-* 
daunt,  *  that,  on  reflection,  he  thought  his  seeing  Mr. 
Clifford  had  best  be  postponed  till  the  day  following.^ 

It  was  evident  that  something  highly  agreeable  had 
passed  between  Miss  Clifford  4^nd  her  brother.  Joy  spark* 
led  in  every  feature  of  her  fine  countenance^  as  she  trip- 
ped from  her  brother'^s  room  to  that  of  Miss  Proctor,— 'th^ 
only. time  I  saw  her  that  evening,  which  she  pai^sed  en* 
tirely  with  that  young  lady.  Tbe  surgeon  spent  the  even- 
ing in  Mr.  Clifford's  chamber.    I  passed  great  pert  of  it 
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Jio)!©  ihoiigbtral  tbao  u«ual  wptU  tb^  Gazette  ww  brought^ 
yiie^  hft  ^kiMre^Md  mu«b  Mlis&ctipn,  Pitying,  ^  He  wa^ 
certain  the  news  would  be  goct^,  beoaMs^  it  wai  an  e^tr4U< 
m()£pafy  p9ej*  atid^  wUb  an  air  of  impatience,  begged 
1110  to  jwad  )t  alouid,  y^wf  bp»)tber  and  |  thought  he  wwf 
liiiening  ynib  greai;  i^ttetitipn ;  but>  wh^  I  had  got  abou^ 
half  tbtaiigh  th^  Gaaatfie,  Mr-  Prootpr  interrupted  m^ 
with  the  following  observations*—^  I  could  have  sworn  thai 
U  was  iippossihle  f{>r  aUy  body  to  havp  given  my  daughter 
A  pJec0  of  news  that  w<>u]d  afford  b^r  more  sfitisfactioa  09' 
p}^^re,r^for  I  take  f^eaanre  ^ikI  satisfaction  to  b^  muqb 
the  same,-^than  that  whid»  I  told  ber ;  naioely,  that  her 
friend.  Miss  Clifford's  brother,  whose  illness  affected  hot 
so  mueby  was  now  entirely  out  qf  danger :  and  I  acknow- 
ledge that  she  did  rejoice  at  th^  tidings ;  but,  after  all,  I 
oould  discern  a  degree  qf  anxiety  in  her  countenance* 
And  this  continued,  in  spite  qf  all  I  could  say,  until  Mis^ 
Clifford,  who  had  been  a  Ipng  time  ^hqt  up  with  her  bro« 
iher^  came,  and  had  some  private  conversation  with  hen 
Since  which  she  seems  quite  happy,  4nd  has  not  the  least 
appe^ranc^  of  anxiety ;  though  I  am  certain  that  Miss 
Cltfibrd  had  nothing  to  tell  her  but  what  I  had  told  her 
a  little  before*  But  there  is  no  such  thing  as  understand'* 
\ng  wosaen ;  do  you  think  there  is,  gentlemen  ?' 

To  tbis  question  neither  your  brqther  nor  I  making  an 
immediate  answer,  Mr.  Proctor  proceeded*—*  I  first  mad^ 
the  discjDvery  isi  my  late  wife^a  time.  It  has  be^n  since 
eonfirmed  by  the  conduct  of  a  young  wom^n  who  shall  hei 
nameless,  in  whom  I  took  an  interest ;  and  now  it  is  con-* 
firmed  again  by  my  own  d(iughter,  that  women  are  quite 
uBinteUigible.  I  dare  say  Colonel  Sommers»  who  is  ^^ 
married  man,  has  fonnd  the  samc^*  As  for  you,  Mr, 
Mprdaunt,  you  have  resolved  n^ver  tQ  marry ;  so  the  r^-r 
mavk  d<^s  not  interest  yqi^  sP  n^uph  t  yet,  if  you  shovild 
chance  to  change  your  mind,  (for  m^n  sometimes  alter  theiir 
minds  as  well  as  women),  I  would  advise  you  to  follow  ipy 
plan ;  wbieh  i?  to  m^ke  your  viCe  and  daugbter  as  happy 
as  you  are  able,  without  attemptii[)g  tq  understand  them ; 
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tbat  jou  would  find  labour  iti  vaifi ;  for^  though 
undoubtedly  are  tbe  most  deli{;btful  gt  all  cieatures,  it 
must  be  acknowledged,  at  the  same  tifae,  that  they  Bge 
the  most  incomprehensible.^ 

When  Mr.  Proctor  had  ghren  your  brother  this  fneee 
ofadyice^  and  finished  his  remai4c^  he  rose,  begged  that 
we  would  excuse  him,  as  he  had  letters  tp  write,  and  tiien 
withdrew,  without  hearing  any  vaote  of  the  Gazette  £&• 
traordinary. 

Next  morning  the  surgeon,  having  informed  your  bro*. 
ther  that  Mr.  Cliflbrd  had  passed  a  good  night,  and  seem- 
ed in  the  most  hopeful  way  of  being  soon  perfectly  re* 
established,  they  went  to  his  apartment,  and  I  attended 
them.  •'  . 

With  that  engaging  ease  whiclr  always  Mcou^ities 
yovfr  brother,  as  if  there  bad  been  no  misund^rstaa^Uffig 
between  them,—*  What  can  you  and  I,  Mr.  Clifford,  have 
don^  to  Mrs.  Demure,!  said  he,  •  that  could  prompt  her 
to  write  such  an  infei'nal  letter.* 

^  I  am  convinced  of  the  falsehood  and  diabolical .  tenor 
of  the  letter,^  said  Mr.  Clifford,  <  and  I  am  extremely 
sorry  that  I  ever  could  be  imposed  on  by  it  as  I  was;  but 
I  had  nb  suspicion  of  its  being  written  by  Mrs.  Demure.^ 
<  I  have  no  doubts  on  the  subject,^  replied  Mr.  Mor- 
daunt.  <  The  awkward  endeavour  to  disguise  the  hand, 
which  to  me  is  quite  visible,  would  remove  them,  if  any 
existed.* 

•  Here  is  an  epistle  of  hers,^  said  Mr.  Cliff(»d,  *  writ- 
ten to  me,  soon  after  my  last  arrival  from  abroad ;-— lat 
us  compare'  this  with  the  other.'*  ♦ 

The  comparison  beting  made,  it  evidently  appeared  that 
the  letters  6f  the  anonymous  epistle  were  generally  dis- 
guised :  but  sometimes  they  were  formed  in  their  natural 
shape;  and,  as  often  as  this  seemed  to  be  the  case,  the. 
Unconstrained  letters  of  the  anoiiymous  epistle  iq>peared  ' 
to  be  the  twin  brothers  of  those  in  ^at  whidi  Mr.  Cli& 
ford  produced. 

The  similitude  struck  as  ail ;  but  Mrs.  Demure  was 
supposed  to  be  in  London-^the  Liverpool  post^mark  was 
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on  the  oovtr.  While  we  were  ttill  oontiouing  the  eonqpak 
riaon,  a  letter  was  delivered  to  your  brother^  that  came  by 
egress  from  Mr*  TraTenk— I  inclose  a  copy. 

^  DBAa  MOKDAVNTf 

*  I  was  stepping  into  a  post-chaise,  to  set  out  for  Ash- 
wood,  when  J  was  informed  that  my  yncle  had  been  mueh 
indisposed  the  preceding  night. 

<  However  impatient  J  was  to  accept  of  Sommers^s  invit- 
ation, I  found  Mr.  Plaintive  too  seriously  ill  to  think  of 
leaving  him ;  especially  under  the  care  of  Dr«  Owlet,  whosf 
constant  affectation  of  wisdom  forms  such  a  presumption 
of  folly,  and  whom  I  have  seen  prescribe  such  quantities 
of  drugs,  for  imaginary  distempers,  that  I  cannot  believe 
be  knows  how  toi  cure  real  ones* 

^  On  this  occasion  my  poor  uncle  suffered  under  a  se- 
vere one  indeed.  I  persuaded  him  to  call  our  friend  — *-« 
by  whose  skill,  I  thank  God,  he  is  now  pretty  well  rein« 
Stated. 

<  He  became  impatient  to  return  to  his  own  house  in 
■■  shire ;  but  until  he  should  have  strength  for  so  Jong 
a  journey,  he  was  advised  to  take  short  jaunts  near  town. 
I  usually  accompanied  him.  As  we  returned,  one  day« 
the  chariot  was  stopped  by  two  highwaymen.  Had  the 
scoundrels  been  satisfied  with  our  money,  they  might  have 
carried  it  off  in  safety ;  but  one  of  them  insisted  on  hav- 
ing Mr.  Plaintive^s  pocket-book ;  threatening  him,  in  a 
brutal  manner,  because  it  was  not  delivered  with  all  the 
expedition  he  expected.  This  provoked  me  to  fire  a  pi»* 
tol,  which  I  had  concealed  under  my  coat,  and  which  I 
should  not  have  used  if  the  fellow  had  behaved  more  civil, 
ly.  He  fell  from  his  horse.  His  companion,  seeing  a 
post-chaise  coming,  rode  away. 

The  bone  of  the  wounded  man^s  arm  was  shattered  by 
the  ball.  He  was  carried  to  a  cottage  near  the  road.  I 
advanced  a  little  money,  that  he  might  be  taken  care  of^ 
and  promised  to  send  a  surgeon  from  town.  At  his  return, 
the  surgeon  informed  me  that  the  man  suffered  greatly  ; 

Vitt.  TII.  3  N 
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that  b^  knei^  me,  and  desired  very  earnestly  ta^ak  with 
me.  I  was  prevented  from  going  the  next  day,  bat  I 
went  the  day  after.  The  substance  of  what  he  sud  to  me 
was,  ^  that  be  had  heard  of  two  men  being  taken  up  for 
abusing,  wounding,  and  attempting  to  rob  Lady  Blunt ; 
being  conscious  that  he  and  another  bad  committed  that 
crime,  and  thinking  himself  dying,  he  wished  to  appease 
his  conscience,  and  prevent  the  condemtiation  of  ifnnocent 
people,  by  making  this  Confession ;  that  he  had  been  drawn 
into  the  crime  by  a  man  who  lived  as  butter  with  Mrs, 
Demure ;  that  the  satme  man  had  lately  engaged  him  to 
go,  in  the  stage-coa'cb,  all  the  way  to  Liverpool,  where  he 
was  to  tniike  inquiry  for  a  certain  foreigner,  and  deliver  a 
letter  to  him  ;  on  his-  arrival,  he  received  no  intelligence 
of  the  foreigner ;  but  another  letter  had  been  given  to  him 
by  the  same  butler,  that  he  was  very  earnestly  and  repeat- 
edly desired  to  put  into  the  post-office  as  soon  as  he  should 
arrive  at  Liverpool,  which  he  had  done  accordingly^  This 
last  letter  was  addressed  to  William  Clifford,  Esq.  North- 
umberland ;  that  as  he  had  heard  from  a  servant  of  Colo- 
nel Sommers^s  that  Mr.  Clifford  had  fought  a  duel  with 
Mr.  Mordaunt  immediately  after  receiviirg  a  letter,  he 
conceived  that  the  letter  he  put  into  the  post-office  might 
be  that  which  gave  rise  to  the  quarrel  ^  and  he  thought 
himself  in  duty  bound  to  give  me  this  information,  because 
he  knew  I  was  a  friend  of  Mr.  Mordaunt,  and  Would  make 
the  proper  use  of  it,  if  any  use  could  be  made/ 

<  i  have  long  had  an  ill  opinion  of  Madam  Demurs. 
I  know  she  harboured  malice  against  you.  If  the  letter 
in  questioti  had  any  tendency  to  produce  a  quarrel  between 
you  and  Clifford,  I  strongly  suspect  it  to  be  from  her ; 
the  author  of  malicious  anonymous  letters  is  capable  of 
any  baseness.  The  contriver  of  the  attack  on  Lady  Blunt 
may,  with  great  probability,  be  considered  as  the  instiga- 
tor of  your  affair  with  Clifford.  At  all  events,  I  thought 
it  right  to  send  you  this  intelligence. 

As  for  the  poor  devil  who  is  wounded,  I  told  him  he 
might  make  his  conscience  easy  with  regard  to  the  two 
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men  who  4iad  been  taken  up,  because  they  were  already 
liberated.  The  man  expressed  so  much  satisfaptipp  at 
hearing  this,  that  I  assured  him  that  neither:  Mr.  Plainr 
ti?e  nor  I  intended  to  prosecute  him  for  t^e  robbery.  He 
has  suffered  pretty  smartly  alrc^iady.  Curse  the  pocket- 
'  book  !  I  now  wish  I  had  let  it  go-r-it  has  been  found  ner 
cessary  to  amputate  the  poor  fellow^s  arm.  My  uncle, 
who  never  could  bear  to  throw  away  money  on  any  thing 
but  doctors,  remarked,  <  that  to  hang  this  man  now  would 
make  what  he  intends  to  give  to  the  surgeon  so  much  lost 
money,  and  render  an  operation,  that  has  been  successfuir 
ly  performed,  good  for  nothing.' 

*  I  had  every  thing  prepared  for  accompanying  you  a- 
famad,  if  you  had  thought  that  measure  necessary;  and 
jstill  am  ready,  at  a  loinute's  warning.        Yours, 

(Signed)       *  t.  traveus.* 

^  P.  S.  I  have  broken  up  the  seal  to  inform  you,  that 
i  have  this  instant  heard  that  the  man^s  confession  regard- 
4ng  Mrs.  Demure  i(for  he  had  made  it  to  others  as  well  as 
to  me)  had  reached  her  ears.  The  butler  has  disappear- 
ed. She  has  offered  a  reward  for  his  discovery,  which  has 
had  no  effect,  except  to  convincexhe  world  that  she  thinks 
him  in  some  very  safe  lurking  place.^ 

You  perceive,  my  lord,  that  this  letter  could  not  fail  to 
remove  all  obscurity  and  doubt  Mr.  Clifford  was  pecu- 
liarly shocked :  he  remained  silent,  with  his  eyes  fixed  oa 
the  ground,  some  seconds  after  the  letter  was  read,  and 
4ben  exclaimed, — <  What  a  dupe,  what  a  despicable  iooH^ 
have  I  been  to  this  horrid  woman  !^ 

*  We  have  all  been  dupiesin  our  turn,  I  fear,^  said  your 
brother.  *  l^on'^t  you  remember,  Sommers,  what  a  dupe 
I  was  made,  and  how  very  near  I  was  brought  to  ruin,. by 
a  woman  less  artful  than  Mrs.  Demure  ?' 

*  You  are  a  generous  man,  Mr.  Mordaunt,^  said  Clif- 
ford with  fervour :  <  I  am  filled  with  remorse  at  the  re- 
x^oUection  of  my  behaviour.  I  am  sensible,  that  to  yoiir 
forbearance,  to  your  magnanimity,  I  owe  my  not  beiog  at 
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present  a  corse,  or  the  most  miserable  of  living;  tDeii.«^Mj 
gratitude  shall  be  endless.-i^Maj  I  ever  expect  any  share 
in  jour  friendship  ?— Can  you  forget  ?'— .— 

Mr*  Clifford  spoke  with  such  earnestness  and  rapidity, 
as  for  some  time  prevented  your  brother  from  uttering  a 
vord.  But  here,  seizing  Mr.  Cliflbrd*s  hand  in  an  affiMs- 
tionate  manner,  he  pronounced  with  energy^— -<  Be  assor* 
ed,  my  dear  Clifford,  that  the  earnest  wish  of  my  heart 
is  to  live  with  you,  not  only  as  a  friend,  but  as  a  brother/ 

They  embraced. — At  that  instant  the  surgeon,  who  I 
believe  knew  that  Miss  Clifford  and  Miss  Froctor  were  at 
the  door,  opened  it,  and  they  both  entered.   * 

It  b  not  possible  for  me,  my  dear  lord,'  to  do  justice  to 
this  scene.  Never  did  I  witness  such  genuine  expresiMlit 
of  happiness  as  in  the  countenances  of  the  two  ladies  wheft 
they  saw  your  brother  and  Clifford  in  each  other's  arms. 
Never  were  features  more  admirably  formed  for  tlie  ex- 
pression of  happiness  than  theirs. 

A  stranger  coming  into  the  room  would  have  been  warm- 
ed with  a  glow  of  pleasure  at  the  sight.  You  may  inuu 
gine  what  it  communicated  to  a  heart  so  deeply  interested 
as  mine.  The  two  ladies  exchanged  looks  of  affectionate 
sympathy  and  joy.— ><  Your  friend,  Colonel  Sommers,^  said 
Mr.  Clifford,  *  is  the  most  generous  of  raen.*^  Thenaddresa- 
ing  his  sister,  he  added,-—*  What  think  you,  Horatia  F 

At  this  sudden  question,  a  very  deep  blusli  overspread 
her  charming  countenance. 

<What  think  you,  my  dear  Horatia?'  he  repeated, 
drawing  her  gently  towards  him.  Her  head  leaned  on  his 
shoulder,  when  she  said,  but  so  softly  as  to  be  heard' only 
t>y  him, — *  He  knows  what  I  think.^ 

'  He  declares,^  resumed  Mr.  Clifford, '  ythat  it  is  his 
earnest  wish  to  be  united  to  me,  not  only  as  a  friend,  but 
as  a  brother.'' 

Mt  is  the  most  earnest  wish  of  my  soul,*  said  your  bro- 
ther. 

*  You  66  not  object,  my  dear  Horatia  T  said  Miss 
ViDCtor,  taking  hdd  of  her  hand|  and  smiling  in  her£M:a. 
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<  Not/  replied  Mtst  Ciifford,  <  providied  you,  my  dear 
Mary,  do  not  object  to  beii^  ynited  to  gae,  not  only  as  a 
friend,  but  as  a  sister.* 

<  And  that/  exclumed  Mr.  Clifford,  <  is  the  supreme 
wish  of  my  soul  V 

*  Are  we  to  be  aiaters,  my  dear  P  i«pe«ied  Miss  Clifbrd. 
Miss  Proctor,  with  a  look  of  inexpressible  affection,  held 
forth  her  hand  to  her  friend. 

<  Nay,^  rejoined  Miss  Clifford,  <  to  prove  that  you  agree 
to  the  condition,  it  is  not  to  me,  but  to  this  gentleman,  that 
you  must  give  your  hand^**— conducting  Miss  Proctor^ 
hand,  at  the  same  instant,  to  her  brother,  who  saluted  it 
with  rapture ;  then,  seizing  his  sister^s  hand,  he  added, 
•*-*And,  to  make  me  brother  to  the  man  I  love  and  esteem 
above  all  mankind,  it  is  to  this  gentleman,  my  dear  Ho- 
ratia,  that  you  must  give  yours.** 

.  «  There  is  no  need  of  force,  brother,'  said  she,  extri- 
cating her  hand  from  his,  and,  with  inimitable  graceful- 
ness, delivering  it  to  Mr«  Mbrdaunt* 

At  that  moment  Miss  Proctor  was  told  her  father  inquir«- 
ed  for  her.-^Miss  Clifford  withdrew  with  her. 

<  In  my  life,^  said  the  surgeon,  ^  I  never  was  witness  to 
so  delightful  a  scene ;  which,  I  am  convinced,  is  only  the 
prologue  to  much  permanent  happiness ;  bijt,  to  render 
it  more  secure,  I  must  inform  Mr.  Clifford — (as  for  Mr. 
Mordaunt,  I  have  no  title  to  interfere  with  his  arrange- 
ment6)--but  I  most  remind  yau^  Mr.  Clifford,  that  you 
are  my  patient ;  and  no  person,  under  my  care,  ever  pre« 
sumed  to  marry  without  my  approbation  :  this,  I  plainly 
perceive,  you  will  have  at  no  great  distance  of  time ;  but, 
until  that  time  arrives,  I  expect  that  you  will  remain  a 
bachelor/ 

Miss  Proctor,  being  sensible  that  what  had  passed 
should  be  communicated  without  delay  to  her  father,  and 
having  some  reluctance  to  do  it  herself,  devolved  the  task 
on  Miss  Clifford.  He,  whose  nature  is  so  Jar  from. doing 
harm  that  he  suspects  none,*  had  never  the  least  idea  of  Clif*- 
*  SfaakeipesTd. 
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ford^s  de«gii  on  fiis  daughter,  nor  of  her  partiaKty  for  him^ 
He  was  therefore  a  good  deal  surprised,  but  not  at  a& 
displeased,  when  he  understood  that  Mr.  Clifford  had  actr 
ually  proposed  marriage,  and  that  the  proposal  was  agreeir 
^ble  to  her. 

Mr*  Clifibrd,  not  knowing  that  his  sister. had  anticipat* 
ed  him,  and  finding  Mr.  Proctor  alone,  began  to  broach 
the  same  subject  to  him.  But  the  old  gentleman,  who 
dislikes  all  superfluous  discourse  from  any  mouth  but  his 
own,  interrupted  him,  saying,--^*  To  save  you  trouble,  Mr. 
Clifford,  I  mu^t  tell  you  that  I  am  already  informed  of 
your  proposal  of  marriage  to  my  daughter ;  which,  by-the- 
bye,  you  ought  to  have  communicated,  in  the  first  {dace, 
to  me ;  but,  passing  over  that,  I  will  acknowledge  that  few 
things  could  be  more  honouraUe,  and  none  more  agreei> 
able,  to  me,  than  having  your  father  and  mother's  son,  the 
brother  of  Miss  Horatia  Clifford,  for  my  son-in-law ;  all 
three  being  characters  of  such  distinguished  worth,  that 
their  alliance  would  do  credit  to  the  first  fiEimily  in  the 
land.  *  And,  were  I  inclined  to  make  any  objection,  you 
may  depend  upon  it  that  it  would  be  founded  on  consi* 
derations,  which,  in  civility  to  you,  particularly  in  my  own 
house,  I  decline  mentioning;  for,  in  spite  of  all  that  has 
happened,  I  cannot  help  trusting  that  the  offspring  of  such 
worthy  parents  will  nltiraately  turn  out  a  man  of  worth : 
therefore,  sir,  I  will  tell  you  at  once,  that,  since  you  are 
agreeable  to  Mary,  you  are  not  disagreeable  to  me : — and 
I  will  tell  y(5u  farther,  that,  on  the  day  of  your  marriage, 
you  shall  have  one^half  of  my  fortune,  (for  the  other  half 
is  more  than  sufficient  for  me)  :  the  residue,  you,  and  your 
children  by  her,  9hall  have  at  my  death.  But  the  ^most 
precious  treasure  in  my  power  to  bestow  is  my  daughter 
herself,  whom  I  pray  God  to  bless,  by  making  you  a 
husband  deserving  of  her. 

Mr.  Clifford  seemed  no  way  dissatisfied  with  this  hi^ 
rangue ;  and,  from  that  moment,  harmony  and  happiness 
reigne4  in  the  mansion  of  Heathfield. 

Mr.  Proctor  and  I,  being  rather  neglected  by  your  brpr 
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ther  and  Miss  Clifford,  as  well  as  by  Mr.  Clifford  aad 
Miss  Proctor,  have  frequent  tele^-tSies  with  each  other^ 
in  which  w^  are  seldom  interrupted  by  any  of  the  persons 
above  mentioned. 

1  am  pleased  to  find  myself  a  favourite  with  this  gooct 
man,  who,  according  to  Shakespeare's  expression,  in  all 
his  actions  and  words,  is  as  downright  and  true  as  trttilCs 
simplicity. 

All  the  company  being  assembled  this  morning  at  break* 
fast^  a  tbonglit  seemed  suddenly  to  strike  Mr.  Proctor^ 
who,  drawing  me  to  th^  most  remote  corhef  of  the  room, 
said,  in  a  kind  of  half  whisper,  ^  yoii  must  remember, 
colonel,  what  I  told  you  lately  concerning  the  incom* 
prehensibility  of  women,-^natbing  can  prove  this  better 
thati  the  conduct  of  my  own  daughter  Mary,-*-you  see 
how  much  attached  she  is  to  Mr.  Clifford.  So  indeed 
be  seems  to  be  to  her ;  but  that  is  not  to  be  wondered  at, 
for  every  body  is  fond  of  Mary*  But,  though  she  was 
acquainted  with  him  from  her  childhood,  she  never  show- 
ed any  partiality  to  him  until  he  was  shot  through  the' 
body^  and  greatly  weakened  by  the  loss  of  blood.  Now, 
what  the  girl  could  find  in  these  two  circumstances  to  en«A 
gage  her  fancy,  is,  I  must  confess,  what  I  cannot  compre-^ 
teild.* 

This  long  and  circumstantial  epistle  witl,  1  hope,  my 
iord^  compensate  for  the  brevity  of  those  I  wrote  from  the 
period  at  which  we  began  to  entertain  hopes  of  Mr.  CHf-i 
fofd''s  recovery  ;— ^that  being  now  ascertained,  I  intend  to 
leave  this,  for  Ashwood,  to-morrow — Miss  Clifford  and 
your  brother  accompany  me.  Mrs.  Sommers,  in  a  letter 
I  have  just  received,  desires  me  to  inform  you,  that  she 
flatters  herself  with  the  honour  of  a  visit  from  your  lord- 
ship, and  that  she  has  a  tolerably  commodious  apartment 
prepared  for  you.  You  will  find  it  difficult  ever  to  make 
a  journey  on  a  happier  occasion,  to  join  a  happier  society, 
or  one  from  which  you  will  receive  a  more  cordial  weU 
come;     I  am  your  lordship^s  most  obedient  servant, 

BICHARD  SOMM£K&< 
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Thi  reader  now  foresees  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Mordaunt  to  Mias  Clifford^ 
and  that  of  Mr.  ClifTord  to  Miss  Proctor,  which  took  place  about  a  month 
tfter :  events  which  were  the  sources  of  happiness,  not  on?y  to  th^  par- 
ties themselves,  but  likewise  to  their  Mends,  and  to  many  of  tbtir  ac- 
fualotanes. 

When  Lady  Diana  FvaoUin  became  more  intimately  acquainted  witb 
Mr.  Mordaunt,  and  saw  his  continued  aifection,  and  the  just  estimatioa 
In  which  he  held  the  fine  qualities  of  his  wife ;  when  her  ladyship  alao 
perceived  the  happiness  and  exoltation  of  lier  young  firiend^  firom  the  eoa- 
fdonsness  of  havii^  a  husband  who  net  her  fondnass  with  eqnaJ  afcctiont 
and  of  whom  she  was  as  proud  as  she  was  fond ;  she  could  not  refrain 
firom  exclaiming,  one  day,  when  they  were  alone, — *  What  short-sighted 
creatures  we  are !  Did  I  not  endeavour,  my  dearest  Horatia,  to  prevenc 
the  woman  I  lov%  best  from  becoming  the  happiest  woman  on  earth  * 

Mr.  Proctor  Is  equally  satisfied  .with  his  sonrin-Iaw,  on  whoae  eharae* 
tor  his  own  reflections  on  the  adventure  at  Heathfield,  and  the  mild  com* 
placent  temper  of  his  wife,^  made  a  very  favourable  alteration.  As  Mr. 
Proctor  was  a  stranger  to  violent  passions,  had  found  his  fortune  conti* 
nnally  increasing  through  his  own  industry )  and,  above  all*  as  he  was  a 
man  of  benevolenee  and  undiviating  integriQrt  it  is  higlUy  to  lie  presqaip 
ed  that  he  bad  lived  a  very  happy  life ;  yet,  when  be  saw  the  mutual 
alfectioni  confidence,  and  cordiality,  that  existed  between  Mr.  Clifibrd  and 
his  daughter,  he  declared  that  he  never  had  been  so  happy  before. 

Those  who  feel  themselves  happy  are  generally  satisfied  with  silimt  en* 
jojrment,  without  troubling  themselves  with  long  conmunicationstotbek 
friends.  The  unhappy  or  discontented  are  more  apt  to  make  frequent  d^ 
mands  on  the  sympathy  of  their  acquaintance,  (even  when  they  require 
no  other  species  of  relief),  by  circumstantial,  and  sometimes  exaggerated 
narratives  of  their  misfortunes.  After  the  two  events  above  mentioned, 
though  the  different  families  of  thin  sodeiy  passed  mudi  of  their  time  %&p 
gether,  their  correspondence  by  letters  was  less  frequent  and  less  interests 
ing.  It  is  not  tbou£^t  proper  to  publish  any  other  of  their  lettors,  except 
|he  following. 


LETTER  CXVIJL 
Th€    HwmrMe    John    Mo&dauvt    to   Lokd    Ma»- 

DAUNT. 
MT  BEAR  BBOTHEB, 

X  AH  glad  you  have  prevailed  on  Lidj  Bluot  to  dedm 
prosecuting  the  butler ;— -was  it  to  be  expected  that  a  man 
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in  his  sitaiitkm  cOnld  reswi  the  persuasions  oi  such  a  wo« 
imn  as  Mrs.  Demuite  ?  Besides,  there  is  no  great  satis** 
faction  in  the  punishment  of  anderlinj;  agents^  when  the 
leading  criminal  escapes* 

But  though  she  has  escaped  to  the  contkient  sire  has  not 
escaped  pdnisbment ;  het  real  character  is  known  to  all  the 
world :  a  whole  life  of  painful  hypocrisy  is  now  r^dered 
issdess  to  ber  2  infamy  has  attraded  her  across  die  sea. 
She  must  have  fennd  herself  as  much  shunned  in  Frank* 
fort  as  she  wat  in  England  befiire  she  couki  determine  to 
form  the  connexion  you  mention  with  6rindQl«-^thougfa^ 
if  she  knew  that  he  was  enraged  against  Lady  Deanport, 
that  would  be  an  inducement  ^  but,  whatever  it  was^  I  am 
convinced  they  will  become  the  instruments  of  each  other's 
torture ;  any  reciprocal  confidence,  between  people  of  their 
charatter,  seldom  fkils  to  haws  that  effect 

The  fate  of  those  two  persons,  and  otber  incidents  witli 
which  I  have  been  acquainted,  since  my  last  return  to 
England,  incline  me  to  Mr«  Damley's  opinion,  that  tiee^ 
and  abjectness  of  conduct,  though  they  should  elude  the 
grasp  of  law,  generally  meet  with  severe  pumshment  eten 
in  this  world. 

I  am  not  aequidnted  with  a  man  of  more  thorough  good 
sense,  aiore  calmness  of  temper^  and  what  Z  take  to  b^one 
of  the  rarest  qualities  Co  be  met  with  among  mankind, 
more  entirely  free  from  every  species  of  affectation,  than 
that  gentkfman.  His  wife  was  one  of  the  last  who  gave 
credit  to  the  rumours  against  Mrs.  Demure ;  and,  of  all 
faer  numerous  acquaintance,  the  person  who  felt  the  sin* 
cerest  concern  on  their  proving  true.  That  wretched  wo« 
man*s  name  being  mentioned  the  other  day,  when  I  was 
with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Damley, — *  What  a  pity,'  said  the 
latter,  <  diat  a  woman  at  such  a  cultivated  understand** 
ing,  and  so  mudi  good  sense,  dmuld  have  proved  so  wick- 
ed.* 

<  Depend  upon  it,  my  dear,'  replied  her  husband,  <  she 
has  not  so  much  good  sense  as  has  been  imputed  to  her; 
for  it  requires  no  great  penetration  to  perceive  that  up. 
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rtghtness,  integrity,  and  somewhat  of  an  independent 
spirit,  lead  with  more  certainty  even  to  worldly  prosperity 
than  hypocrijiy,  fraud,  and  fawning. 

^  Independent,  therefore,  of  what  will  most  assyredly 
take  place  in  a  future  state,  no  person  of  a  cultivated  un* 
derstanding,  and  thorough  good  sense,  will  choose  the 
three  latter  for  his  guides.' 

Though  I  am  by  no  means  oonvinced  that  the  remark 
is  just,  I  quoted,  against  his  opinion,  merely  to  draw  an 
answer  from  him,  the  following  passage  in  the  Rambler 
which  had  struck  me  a  good  deal.— - 

<  The  most  obsequious  slaves  of  pride,  the  most  rap. 
turous  of  the  gazers  upon  wealth,  the  most  officious  of  the 
whisperers  of  greatness,  are  collected  from  seminaries  ap- 
propriated to  the  study  of  wisdom  and  virtue/  ♦ 

<  If  the  observation  is  well  founded,'  resumed  Mr* 
Darnley,  *  it  must  proceed  from  persons  of  that  descrip. 
tion  not  having  had  sufficiaat  opportunities  of  seeing  what 
passes  in  the  world ;  \f  they  had,  they  might  have  been 
induced^  even  from  selfish  motives,  to  adopt  a  different 
plan  of  conduct.  I  have  lived  much  in  the  world,  have 
been  somewhat  of  an  observer,  and  I  am  clearly  of  opi^ 
nion,  that,  bad  as  the  world  is,  and  in  spite  of  many  excep- 
tions, the  obsequious  slaves  of  pride,  and  (^cious  whis- 
perers of  greatness,  oftener  meet  with  contempt  than  pro- 
motion ;  and  those  who  do  succeed  by  such  means,  though 
they  may  be  what  is  called  prosperous,  cannot  be  hi^py ; 
for  who  can  be  happy  who  is  conscious  of  his  own  base- 
ness. This  consideration  ought  to  deter  every  person  of 
sound  sense  froih  searching  for  happiness  in  paUis  where 
there  is  no  chance  of  finding  it ;  but,^  continued  he,  <  I 
cannot  help  remarking  that  no  man  of  my  acquaintance 
has  more  reason  than  you,  Mr.  ]\fordaunt,  to  believe  that 
^pirttj  generosity^  and  benevolence^  are  the.  best  guides  to 
happiness  even  in  this  world ;  since,  without  these,  you 
never  would  have  gained  the  heart  and  the  hand  of  one 
of  the  most  accomplished  and  agreeable  women  In  it.' 

You  peed  not  doubt  that  I  received  this  cpmpliment  as 
*  Rambler,  Nq.  18Q. 
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X  ought,  and  with  the  more  satisfaction,  because  Horatia 
was  included.  This  leads  me  to  what  I  wished  to  in- 
form you  of. 

Though  you  were  at  pains  to  remove  all  my  objections 
against  matrimony,  partipularly  that  founded  on  my  un- 
lucky  propensity  to  tire  of  every  enjoyment,  yet  I  have 
furnished  you  with  so  many  instances  of  it,  that  I  should 
not  be  surprised  if  your  solicitude  for  my  happiness  still 
gave  yoM  uneasiness  on  that  account* 

In  the  first  place,  however,  I  must  acknowledge  that 
no  arguments  would  have  been  able  to  have  overcome  my 
prejudice,  unassisted  by  the  attractions  of  Horatia;  I  felt 
them,  indeed,  so  powerful,  that  I  am  by  nb  means  certain 
that  I  should  not,  contrary  to  all  argument  and  common 
sense,  have  offered  her  marriage,  even  although  I  had  beea 
sure  ef  repenting  in  a  month.  You  see,  my  dear  lord, 
what  a  philosopher  your  brother  is : — but,  however  ea^ 
thusiastically  fond  I  was  of  her  then,  I  have  the  happi«« 
nesa  of  assuring  you  now,  that  the  three  months  I  have 
lived  with  her  have  only  added  fresh  esteem  to  undimi«« 
nished  love. 

Three  months  you  will  think  no  great  trial.  But  what 
chance  is  there  of  change  where  the  sources  of  constancy 
are  always  augmenting  ?  I  declare  to  you,  that  I  did  not 
know  half  the  value  of  this,  charming  woman  when  I 
first  fell  in  love  with  her.  I  perceived,  indeed,  beauty» 
cheerfulness,  and  sensibility  beaming  from  every  feature 
of  her  countenance :  I  saw  politeness  without  restraint, 
and  gaiety  devoid  of  boldness  in  the  whole  of  her  manner ; 
and  I  heard  observations  replete  with  good  sense,  and 
characteristic  of  a  just  taste,  flow  from  her  lips  i  but  I 
could  not  then  know  the  extent  of  her  benevolence,  nor 
the  steadiness  and  warmth  of  her  friendship.** She  flew 
with  exultation  to  me  lately  with  a  letter  just  received. 
*  What  joyful  news  !'  cried  she ;  *  the  dear  marchioness 
has  had  a  happy  meeting  with  her  husband-^they  are 
comfortably  situated. — Oh,  thanks  be  to  heaven  !^ 

The  sensibility  of  Horatia^s  character  appears  in  genu- 
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ine  sympathy  witli  the  good  and  bad  fotiuHe  other  friends, 
and  in  the  zeal  and  activity  with  which  she  endeavours  to 
serve  them ;  but  she  never  displays  sensibility,  as  too  many 
women  do,  in  startings,  tremors,'  and  faintings,  at  every 
sudden  noise  or  alarm  :  it  Js  a  great  misfortune  when  A» 
proceeds  from  weakness ;  when  from  affectation,  it  is  a 
greater ;— one  deserves  compassibn,  the  other  contempt ; 
but  both  are  exceedingly  troublesome  to  all  around. 

Her  serenity  on  such  occasions,  she  has  told  me,  she 
owes  to  the  provident  good  sense  of  her  parents  who  fa- 
miliarized her,  from  her  childhood,  With  such  noises  and 
sights  as  are  apt  to  terrify  without  being  dangerous. 

It  is  surprising  how  very  little  time  Horatia  passes  at 
her  toilet ;  and  yet  no  woman  is  more  becomingly  dressed ; 
^*-she  ties  a  handkerchief  around  her  head,  pulls  her  hair 
ever  her  brow,  and  she  appears  in  a  style  of  beauty  which 
the  friseur  labours  to  give  other  women  in  vain.  She  is 
endowed  with  a  graceful  elasticity  of  body,  as  wdl  as 
mind,  which  appears  in  all  her  exercises.— I  do  not  know 
whether  you  have  remarked  it ;  but  I  think  that  those 
women  who  are  sluggish  and  ungraceful  in  their  actions 
are  generally  drawling  in  their  manner  of  leaking,  slo- 
venly io  their  dress,  and  not  unfrequently  peevish  in  their 
temper. 

Peevishness  is  a  disease  of  the  mind  to  which  Horatia 
is  an  entire  stranger  ;--4;heerfuhie8s  is  the  natural  colour 
of  her  temper,  which  may  be  shaded  by  grief,  but  never 
can  be  obscured  by  a  quality,  of  which  Dr.  Johnson  has 
well  said,  <  that  it  can  be  borne  only  when  it  is  despised.* 
—She  herself  once  said  to  me,  <  If  I  had  originally  felt 
any  tendency  to  peevishness,  ill-nature,  or  envy,  the  con- 
versation and  example  of  Lady  Diana  Franklin  would  have 
lemoved  it.^ 

Next  to  Lady  Diana,  her  most  esteemed  and  confident 
tial  friend  is  Mrs.  Sommers ;— 4fae  delicate  and  affection- 
ate solicitude  that  Horatia'  manifested  during  her  friend^ 
illness,  which  she  returned  with  answering  looks  of  sympa- 
thy and  /otv,  was  the  most  affecting  scene  I  ever  witnessed 


Digitized  by 


Google 


IIOEDAUXT.  573 

That  the  woman  who  captivates  my  heart  is  the  chosen 
companion  of  Sommers's  Juliet  gives  me  additional  inter- 
est in  both,  and  fills  my  mind  with  ideas  of  lasting  felicity. 
V<mr  approbation,  so  warmly  expressed,  has  the  same  de* 
lightful  effect. 

The  business  which  forced  me  to  town  is  now  almost 
over ;— I  shall  expect  you  on  Monday  :  and,  if  it  suits 
you,  we  will  set  out  the  day  after  for  Oxfordshire.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Damley  express  great  pleasure  in  the  hopes  of 
seeing  you  arrive  with  me :-— Lady  Diana  is  already  there ; 
•he  writes  to  me,  that  Horatia  is  particularly  pleased  with 
the  humour  and  character  of  Travers ;— I  rejoice  to  hear 
it — I  wish  her  to  love  all  my  friends.  Sommers  she  has 
long  esteemed  in  a  supreme  degree. 

Friendship*!  great  laws,  and  Love*8  superior  powers, 
Must  mark  the  colour  of  my  future  hours.  * 

For  so  much  happiness  I  am  conscious  of  owing  heaven 
The  debt  immense  of  endless  gratitude,  f    ' 
I  remain,  my  dear  brother,  most  affectionately  yours, 

J.  M0Rl)AU3fT. 
•  Prior.  f  Milton. 
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